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For the Herald,
A QUERY AND ANSWER.

Dms the Church of Christ exist in an un
organized, invisible state—a mere fancy of]
she mind—or does it, when it has an exist-
ance 1t all on the earth, exist in a visiblv
orgarized state ?

1 propose to make a few remarks on this
suhject, or in other words, attempt to an-
swer the foregoing query, but I shall be as
briefand pomt(,d as the nature of the sub-
jeet will possibly perwit, as time and space
will a0t admit of a very lengthy argument.

Scme teach that the Church of Christ
exise in an invisible, unorganized state, and
that its members comprise those, and those
only. who worship God truly and faithfully,
according to the dictates of their conscien-
ces, provided, however, that each must be-
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, and some
teach that it exists in a visible, tangible,
orrranwed state, when it exists ar, aIl and
its members comprise those who obey cer-
tain laws, and rules given by Christ Him-
self from time to tlme, a3 occasion may re-
quire, for the government of such members.

I do not propose to go iuto an examina-
tionof the laws, rules and regulations of]
Chriit's Church, but I propose to sbow why
it should exist in the nineteenth century in
an organized visible state, as well is at any
other period. . That the primitive apostolic
order of the church waz a visible organiza-
tion, and that it was an org dl)lZ:lthH out-
side of which no man could “be saved, I do
not think is now dispw:ted, but it is d[‘"ll(‘d
now shat this state of Shings does not exist
and that move lenient measuves have been
'u]oped——thL result of which is that the
chuvéih now exists in the imagination.

Inthe first place we will examine the
primtive ~apostolic orvganization of the

Chuwh of Christ, and find out if possible

whether it was really a visible organization
or not, and if go, by whom it was ormmzed

Jesus said to the twelve apostles: ‘“ye
have not chogen me, butI have chosen you,
and orduined you, that ye shonld go and
bring forth fruit, and that your frait should
remain.” John 15: 16. "

Here then we are informed that Jesus
choge His twelve apostles, and not only

{chose them, but ordained them to be His

first officers in the churchi  Now it must
be remembered that these were not imagi-,
nary men, bitt they were men who actually
held .\uthonty from Gfod, which authority
was received from the Son of Gad Himself,
aud received by the Son from the Father,

Paul’s testimony on this subject is con-
clusive, and shows that God was the per-
son who set the cliurch in order through
His Son Jesus Christ, and that poor, degra-
dzd, aspiring men, had no hand in the mat-
ter, ouly to obey when they were bidden.
Paul said ** G'od hath set some in ¢ke church,
first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly.
teachers, and after that miracles, then gifts
of healings, belps, governments, diversities
oftonnms. 1 Cor. 12 28.

There we are told that God set cermm
officers in the church. T would usl\ what
church did God set these officers in?  The-
answer most certainly is, the Church of
Christ. We discover by this testimuny that
the Church of Christ in the days nf the
primitive apostles was an undisputed mat-
tev of fact, having different offices which
were filled by, not imaginary, but literal
,/men, who were placed there to govern and
carry on the affairs of the church, dictated,
however, by Jesus Himself, through and by
the Holy Ghost. If God set these officers
in the church, who has the right to say they
shall be taken out; and if no man has the
right to take thém out, who but God has
















































