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FIRST REVIEW OF “AN APPFAL TO
THE LATTER-DAY-SAINTS.” No 1.
Bro. Isaac SHEEN :—In a former commu-

nication [ apprized you that Sidney R'\gdon’

had’ published and seut forth a pamphlet
entitled *“ An Appeal to the Latter-Day-

Saints.” The names of J. L. Newton, W.

Richards and . Stanley, are set forth'as its

. authors, yet to us who kuow the parties, and

are famiiiar with the tone and style of Sid-

ney's ringing of changes upou the same
idea, i3 conclugive to us of its authorship.

He has been trying for some time to form a

nucleus as a starting point. He wrote a

letter (dated Jan. 15,1863, and postmarked

Jan. 17,) to one ofhis correspondents in Pitts-

burgh upon the subject; fromwhich letter I

make the following extract: * The time

for the Lord to move 1lis cause has not yet
arrived, and it is vain, and worse than vain,
for men to try to bnild up when H: is not
engaged with them. The only thing we can
do wnder our circumstances, would be fo
bring forth a book, written under the gui-
dance ofthe Spirit of truth, so ag to place the
subject pertaining to the presentand future
concerns of our Zion, in a point of light so
clear that none need mistake. This can be
done, and it would discharge our duties be-
fore the Lord to those of the old church.

It would also tend to confirm our own minds

and bring us to see eye to eye.” g
This is conclusive to us, so far as identi-

-fying him with the publication, and that

Sidney wrote the book. In the * Appeal”

he assumes the right to the Presidency of]

the Priesthood, in virtue of sundry ovdina-

tions, and certain propheciesin the B. of M.

and D. and G, More recently one of his em-

issaries, who calls himself Stephen Post,

Visited us at Pittsburgh; and got introduced

to myself and family, as an Elderin the days

of Joseph the Martyr. When he was asked
it he belonged to any organized body of the
saints, he answered ““N0” but he said that
he desired to know the truth, and build Zion,
that he was a subscriber for the HeraLp.
This threw me off of my guard, and I asked
him to preach, thus introducing him to the
entire congregation. After preaching he ex-
pressed a wish to visit the brethren.” He re-
ceived invitations and subsequently did so.

The next thing that I heard respecting’
him was, that he had avowed himself to be
on o mission for Sidney Rigdon, and was
laboring to proselyte to his standard, and
had wet with some partial success. Iim-
mediately took some ot the brethren and
went to the scene of his operations. I at
once charged him with duplicity in denying’
that he belonged to any organized party.
He, to endeavor to extricate himself from
the charge, read a letter just received from
Siduey, wherein he was informed that he
had been appointed * a member of the pro-.
visional government,” and the field of his
labor and the character of his labors were,
designated. He isinstructed to endeavor to
see all persons who believe the Bool of Mor-
mon and Doctrine and Covenants, and (if
my mewory serves me,) as many as receive
him, he is directed to ordain them Elders;
and not to stop to preach the gospel, but to
instruct his converts to gather up into Towa
and Nebraska, Hewas not to discuss the doc-
trine of polygamy,* and to remember that

#Ridnev is undoubtedly aware that if his;
elders “* discuss the doctrine of polygamy,”
they will be put in remembrange of the de-
testable, adulterous, and most odious polyg-
amous system, which he established in Penn-
sylvania about 18 vears ago.  Perhaps he
wants to re-establish the same system of
lagciviousness, If hie establishes any sys-
















































