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¢“For TE LORD LOVETH JUDGMENT, AND FORSAKETH WOT HIS SAINTS; THEY ARE
PRESERVED FOR EVER: BUT THE SEED O# THE WICKED SHALL BE CUT OFF

Tus

RYGHTEOUS SHALL INHERIT THE LAND, AND DWELL THEREIN FOR EVER.'— Psalm

37: 28, 29.
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A DEBATE AT SANDWICH, ILLINOIS,
FIRST EVENING,

A Debate was held in Saudwich, IlL, on
the evenings of May 11, 12 and 13, 1864,
between Mr. Elzea and Elder R. W. Briggs,
on this question: ¢ Does the Bible teach
the doctrine of the endless duration of the
punishment of the wicked ?”

Mr. P. Elzea spoke on the affirmative side
of this question. He quoted this text:

“The wicked is driven away in his wick-
edness: but the righteous hath hope in his
death.” Prov. 14: 32, This text does not
show how long the wicked will remain in
the place where they are driven to, there-
fore it does not show that their punishment
will never have an end. It shows that the
tighteous hath hope in his death. Death
opens the door for the enjoyment of that
which the righteous hope for in this life.
With the Psalmist he ¢an say, ** though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with
me ; thyrod and thy staff they comfort me.”
Ps. 23: 4. With the wicked it is not so.
He “isdrivenaway.” The Lord isnot with
himin bis death to comfort him.
driven away into’ darkness, where there is
weeping and wailing and gnashiug of teeth,
and ‘“hope” is withheld from him until
God’s appointed time shall arrive. Mr. E.
said that this text shows that both the righ-
teous and the wicked are in exact opposi-
fion to each other. Bro. B. said; “is not
the saint and sinner opposite here, and is
there therefore no hope ?”  They are oppo-
site in death for the reasong which we have
given. The text does not show that they
will always be in opposition to each other,
neither does it show what the final condi-
tion ¢f the wicked will be.

Mr. E. quoted this text: ‘‘ He that being
often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall

He is.

suddenly be destroyed, and that without
remedy.” Prov. 29: 1. Mr. K. didnot and
could not show that being ** destroyed; and
that without remedy,” means that the wick-
ed will be punished throughout * endless
duration.” He that is thus destroyed, or in
other words, dies in this coundition, thereéby
loses the great salvation which he might
have veceived. All his hopes of that salva-
tion are ** destroyed, and that without rem-
edy;” and he is cast into outer darkness, and-
*“after many days he will be visited.”

Mr. Ii. quoted the following text : “Many
of them that sleep in the dust of the earth
shull awake, some to everlasting life, and;
some to shame and everlasting contempt.”
Dan,12: 2. He said that if “everlasting
contempt” is limited; *‘ everlasting life” ig’
also limited.

Bro. B. proved that the word *‘ everlast-
ing” is often used i scripture in a limited.
sense,  He showed that the covenant of
circumeision was" called ‘““an everlasting
covenant,” by quoting the word of the Lord
to Abraham, as follows: * He thatis born
in thy house, and he that is bought with
thy money, must needs be circumcised : and'
my covenant shall be in your flesh for an
everlasting coveénant.” Gen. 17:13. He’
said that if thig “everlasting covenant” is’
unlimited inits duration, then circumcision
is now, and always will be an unrepealed'
law. He said that if an everlasting cove-
nant is endless, it can not be broken; but’
the Lord said that the inhabitants of the
earth have *“broken the everlasting cove-
nant.”  That which is endless can not be’
broken.

Jonah said, *the waters compassed me
about, even to the soul; the depth closed
we round about, the weeds were wrapped
about my head. I went down to the bot-

toms of the mountains; the earth with her’
















































