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“When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the: Spirit of the Lord shall lift
up a standard against him.” Isaiah:59: 19..
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THE DECLARATION OF LOYALTY

To the Government of the United States, by the Clurch of Jesus-
Christ of Latter- Day-Saints.

The Annual Conference, of April 6th., 1863, at its recent session at Amboy,
11, directed that the article on ‘“governments and laws in general” which. are in,
Doc. and Cov. Sec. 110, be published in the Herald that all may know the ground
that the Saints of God occupy with regard to civil rulers and civil laws. It fur-
thermore appointed Joseph Smith, Jason W. Briggs and W. W.. Blair, a com-

- mittee, to write a brief preface to said article. We therefore submit the fol-
lowing : —

It must be evident to the Saints that the time has come when the wrath of God
is beginning to be poured out upon the enemies of God and his people, agreeable
to the word of promise, and that the most striking and prominent event in bring-
ing it about was the rebellion first of South Carolina, then of all the Southern
States, who have been, and are now waring against the Northern States. When it
is admitted, and indeed declared, that South Carolina and the Southern States
are in rebellion, it is easy for us to tell where our government is. It is that au-
thority to which they will not submit, and which they are resisting by force of
arms,  Without legal and rightful authority properly vested, there could be no
such thing as rebellion, for rebellion is resistance to rightful authority. Now re-
bellion we are told is as the sin of witcheraft and witcheraft was anciently a
crime, punishable with death. Rebellion is no less obnoxious now, than then.
The evils resulting from it are as great now as then, and it should find as little
favor and sympathy with the people of God now, as it has in any past time. The
fact is, God has always called his people to peace—to be obedient to kings, gov-
ernors and rulers in general, except when they dictate in matters of religion—in
Matters pertaining to the salvation of the Soul. It is therefore the duty of all
Saints to set a bright and worthy example in this respect to the erring, and dis-
obedient family of man.

Jesus, our blessed Master paid tribute to Ceesar, and he was far greater than

&sar, yet he recognized and respected the civil power of him, who had by force

- of armg, put an iron yoke of bondage upon the once favored but now disobedient

- People of Isvael. He said “render unto Caesar the things that are Ceesars, and
unto God the things that are God’s. Following Christ does not lead us into con-

: fact with civil rulers, but to honor them, and respect them as ministers of God
Who ave set for the protection and well-being of the innocent, and for the punish }
ment of the guilty,
















































