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THE FIRST GENERAL EPISTLE OF THE PRESIDENT

OFf the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints,
to all the scattered Saints.

Ix view of the many reports now in circulation, and to show
io all the scattered Latter-Day Saints, that 1 am a true son of
a true father, I, Joseph Smith, President of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, this my first general Epistle to
the members of said church scattered in all the land, send
greeting.

In the days of trouble, when darkness fell over all the church,
in consequence of the death of the President and Patriarch,
many sought, out of the chaos of confusion that ensued, to erect
fabries of spiritual and temporal power, relying on the shrewd
acumen of men skillful to deceive, aided by the fears of a deso-
late people, a flock without a shepherd, and the sure assistance
of the prince and power of evil, who, delighted at the fall of
just men, took advantage of the breach, fired their minds with
visions of power, and opportunity to work out the convenient
measures of their own sordid passions.

In almost every one of these fragmentary dispensations, the
commencement was marked by an attempt to steer for a time
by the old landmarks, yet each failed in each attempt; for,
finding that the “law and the testimony’ came in conflict with
their projects of power and convenient sin, they cast them aside
as garments for the church in its infancy, and claimed other
laws, more suited to their ends than those pure principles of
the Gospel upon which the church was founded.

Almost every one of them, too, knowing the true order of
the law, claimed respectability, sanction, guardianship, regency,
or a holding of the rule subject to, and locking for, a coming








































































