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THE PRE-EMINENT BIRTHRIGHT OF THE TRIBE
OF JOSEPH.

The scriptural evidence concerning the pre-eminent birth-
right of the tribe of Joseph is appropriate scriptural evidence
concerning the Book of Mormon and the pre-eminent lineal
priesthood of the tribe of Joseph. The scriptural evidence on
this subject i3 abundant and plain. In1 Chron.6: 1,2, Reuben
is spoken of as the first-born of Israel and the historian there
says, “for he was the first-born ; but, for as much as he defiled
his father’s bed, his birthright was given unto the sons of Jo-
seph the son of Isracl; and the genealogy is not to be reckoned
after the birthright. TFor Judah prevailed above his brethren,
and of him came the chief ruler; but the birthright was Jo-
seph's.”  We have here several facts presented to our under-
standing. First, the first-born received what was called “the
birthright.” Secondly, he might by transgression forfeit the
birthright. Thirdly, the transgression of “Reuben, the first-
born of Israel” was not the only reason that the birthright
was given unto the sons of Joseph, for Joseph svas not the sec-
ond, but the eleventh son of Jacob. IIe was, however, the
first-born legitimate son, as we have shown in the Herald, vol. 1,
page 157.  He was the first-born of Rachel the lawful wife of
Jacob. What are we to understand by that inheritance which
ig called “the birthright 2 The author of the Union Bible Dic-
tionary says, “the first-born son among the Jews enjoyed spe-
cial privileges above his brethren, and these privileges were
hence called his bivthright or his right by birth. Awmong
these privileges (or right by birth,) were consecration to the
Lord, (Ex. 22; 29;) great dignity, (Gen. 49: 3;) a double por-
tion of his father's estate, (Deut. 21 17;) and (in the royal
fanilies) succession to the kingdom (2 Chron. 21: 3). The








































































