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THE GOSPEL.

The idea is prevalent among people who profess to be
Christians, that baptism is not essential to salvation, and that
a person can obey the gospel without being baptized. This
doctrine is often taught by men who are erroneously called,
ministers of the gospel, and it is one of the doctrines of many
of the Churches of the present day, but it is an unscriptural
and anti-christian doctrine. If baptism by water could be
non-essential in any case,why was it essential that even Jesus,
the Immaculate Son of God, should be baptized? Ifany person
could «fulfill all righteousness” without being baptized, he
could. Although he was without sin, neither was guile found
in his mouth, yet he did not, like self righteous and sinful
people in our day say that he could be sufficiently righteous
without baptism. " He came “from Galilee to Jordan unto John
to be baptized of him. But John forbade him, saying, I have
need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And
Jesus answering said unto him, suffér it to be sonow: for thus
it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered
him.”  Mat. 3 c. 13-15 v. John would have made an exception
only in this case, but even Jesus could not fulfill all righteous-
ness without baptism. Jesus taught that this ordinance was
essential unto him, and unto all, when he said ¢ thus it be-
cometh us to fulfill all righteousness.” It is charging him with
* falsehood to say that wecan fulfill all righteousness without
baptism. If baptism is not essential it 'was an act of folly for
Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the region round about Jor-
. dan, to be baptized by John the Baptist. When Nicodemus
came to Jesus by night, the indispensable necessity of baptism
was the first subject which Jesus expounded. The doctrine








































































