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THE WILDERNESS.

Because there are prophecies in the Bible which show that
Israel will be brought into the wilderness in the last days, there
are many who contend that these prophecics are now fulfilled,
and that those who bave gone forth into the wilderness have
demonstrated their righteousness thereby. Ezekiel prophesied
of a time when the Lord will bring Israel “into the wilderness
of the people,” but that prophecy shows that the Liord will be
angry with Israel at that time. “ As I live, saith the Lord God,
“gurely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm,
and with fury poured out, will I rule over you; and I will bring
you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries
wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a
stretched out arm, and with fury poured out. And I will bring
you into the wilderness of the people, and there will 1 plead
with you face to face. Like as I pleaded with your fathers in
the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you,
saith the Lord God.” Ezek. 20 c. 33,36. The emigration to Utah
does not fulfill this prophecy. The emigration to California,
which was carried on at the same time, was a more mighty work.
The fanaticism of many who had been deceived with the «de-
ceivableness of unrighteousness,” led them {o suppose that the
time had come when the signs and wonders, like unto those
which were wrought “in the wilderness of the land of Hgypt,”
would be wrought in the western wilderness among them. The
time had not come when God’s ¢ mighty hand,” and “stretched
out arm,” and “fury poured out,” should be manifested in
Israel. When the Lord shall plead face to face unto Israel like
as he plead with their fathers in the wilderness of the land
of Hgypt, then will the wonders of that day be considered so








































































