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Annual Conference, April,1875.

The Thirty-seventh Annual Confer-
ence of the Church of Jesus Christ, be-
ing also the Twenty-third of the Reor-
ganization, convened at Plano, Illinois,
ab ten A.M., April 6th, 1875, Hymn
938 was sung and prayer was offered by
" Br. W. W. Blair. On motion; Presi-

dent Joseph Smith was sustained as

presiding officer of the Conference, and

President W. W. Blair as his assistant.

- Br. Henry A. Stebbins was chosen as

Secretary, and Brn. T. W. Smith and
E. L. Kelley as his assistants.

President Smith addressed the Con-

ference -as follows:—1 have  been--bur-

dened and tried in my faith during the
last year and ahalf, but I have consider-
-d that if my faith in God and his work
‘was only good in times of peace and
prosperity, whether that faith was worth
-anything to me or not; and I have de-
- termined that let this work have what
it may-for me in trial and distress, that
T have and will still set my face for the
reward, and that I-will still strive.
Though I'may enter upon the duties of
this session somewhat depressed, I shall
~‘try to point the brethren to the Lamb
of God. The work is not for a day or
for a year, but for eternity. Our own
actions alone will endanger our salvation.
T would instill into every Latter Day
Saint’s heart, no matter what their con-
dition or circumstances, that if they
abide in him, in the hope of their in-

tegrity, they will be welecomed by Him
Whols No. $21.,

when he shall come., I would think I
had not lived in vain if that could be
firmly fixed in every heart; but to: feel
that there are those that would forget
their hope, if I should prove recreant to
the work, and lose their trust in God,
because they had lost faith in me, is not
a pleasant thought; for I am not the
salvation of Israel, any more than any
other man. I may have a work to do,
5o has every other man, and we are alike
in this. I take the. position appointed
me, and labor in it, with a realizing sense
that the Church occupies a position chal-
lenging the world everywhere, and that
it is being tried and tested, and so are
the people professing it. Some have
departed from us, and others may be
taken. in the toils;- but if so, this can not

_break up or destroy the work. of God.

As a people we may be widely separated
in person, yet the same thoughts and
feelings and love should dwell in every
heart, producing a unity of thought and
action, that there may be a unity of -
power. -
President Blair said: The one thought
that has always been uppermost with me
has been that I must make a sacrifice
for Christ of all things demanded. Ties
have had to be sundered byall inentering
this work, and I also had to step out and
become separate. - It seemed a great sac-
rifice then, when we were so few, but
the question with me was, is it true? I
can say that the work is truly divine, is
of Grod ; and its principles are eternal as
the heavens, and I know that God will
bring the ship safe to harbor. This
comforts my heart. God has aided his
ministers greatly the past year. - Oppor-
tunities are greater for good being done,
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and there is much to encourage. Ilook
for trials, but I leave all in the hands of
God. All efforts to overthrow the cause
have only resulted in advantage to it. In
1860, when under great trial, while in
Pennsylvania, I made it a subject of
prayer, and the Spirit testified that the
work, though then small, should never,

never cease, until the Lord Jesus should
come. VVe must have patience and trust
in God. This Conference should make
good effort to approximate to that grand
wunity of faith and action. I expect to
see the day when the nations of the
earth will acknowledge the honor and
influence of the Church. The time will
come when an endowment of glory will
be given to the Church.

Brn M. B. Oliver, F: G. Pitt, R. S.
Warnock and Wm. Bradbury were ap-
pointed Ushers during Coenference.

Hymn 350 was sung. The President
suggested the appointment of a commit-
tee before whom eomplaints may be pre-
ferred ; also of sefting apart an hour for
free discussion, as done at last Annual
Conference; also that occasions be set
apart during Conference for devotional
exercises, prayer and testimony meetings.

Secretary Stebbins read the minutes
of the lagt General Conference, held at
Qouncil Bluffs, JTowa. The President
called the-attention-of the brethren to
the items of unfinished business left over
from said Conference.

On motion of W. H. Kelley and James
Caffall an hour of free discussion was set
apart for the opening of each afternoon
session.

On motion of Brn. O. P. Dunham
and M. H. Forscutt the time allotted to
each speaker was limited to five minutes.

The President read a letter from Sr.
Butterworth, of Denver, Colorado, re-
questing prayer in behalf of her mother.
He also asked for prayers for the sick of
the Church generally.

Adjourned to meet at 1:30 p.M., with
benediction by the President.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON.
APRIL 6rm,

Hymn 715 was sung. Prayer by Pres.
Smith. The President announced that
the hour of free discussion had arrived.

Br.W. H. Kelleysaid that a suggestion:
had been made to him in reference to-
ordination, especially that of Seventies,
and inquired whether a Distriet Confer--
ence had the right to ordain Seventies.

Br. C. G. Lanphear said that his mind
was not clear on the subject, but referred
to the revelation of the law, giving the
Presidents of Seventies the authority to
ordain Seventies till Quorums be filled.

Br. M. H. Forscuit inquired whether-
Branch officers have the right to take the-
names of members off the Branch record
w1thout a legal trial.

. J. K. Lambert remarked that.
these two questions were alike in sub-
stance, there being a law on both sub-
jects. Said that there was a provision:
regulating the expulsion of ‘members.
Concerning ordinations I do not feel like-
answering the question; think, how-
ever, that what is written should govern
every case; think that a formal charge
should be preferred against them.

Br. J. 8. Patterson called for the law
regulating the ordination of Seventies.

Br. Robert Davis said he felt inter—
ested in the first question. He desired
to know if the action of Distriet Confer-
ences in the ordination of Seventies.
would be valid, if done before the plan
of ordaining by Gene-ral Conference came-
in force.

Br. John H. Lake spoke on the latter-
question. Said there was but one way
of introducing a person to membership,

entitling them to have their names writ--

ten on the reeords; that no one could he-
admitted by requesting to be admitted,
without baptism or repentance. H Says.
that the Branch has the same right to ad-
mit on that ground as to allow them to
take off their names because they may
desire it. Read from the law.concern-

ing the form of trial, and said that a.

custor prevails’ among- some to allow
names to be taken off at their request.
He was submissive to custom, because
not willing to stir up strife, but his bet-

ter judgment did not  believe in this:

method. = If the Branch assumes to take

the right and allow a person to have

their names taken off, it amounts to the
same thing as some churches in puttmg'
a person on probation.
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Br. . H. Hiliard said that where
«erime is open and known, and a person
requested to have his name removed
from the Church record, it could be
done without a court of Elders; thinks
it would be legal for a Branch to erase
their names.

Br. I L. Rogers said that if this po-
sition was true there would be no need
of trying a man who had committed
murder, if it was openly done, and the
people could try him and execute sen-
tence. If a member has committed
wrong he should be tried by a court, ac-
cordmg to law.

Wm. Leeks said that when per-
sons have done no erime, but who do not
believe the doctrine and are unwilling to
remain, they should be allowed to go.

Br. E. Bonta temarked that if a man
said before baptism that he believed the
doctrine and then afterward denied it,
he 15 an apostate and should be so dealt
with.

Br. Robert Dawis veferred to section
42 of B. of (., and spoke upon the sub-
ject of transgression ; some had other
reasons for wishing to withdraw.

Br. John Chisnall said he was inter-
ested, and saw another phase of the
question ; admitted the mode of getting
into the Church; thinks that persons
may come into fellowshlp with Christ
while not yetin fellowship with a Branch.
Incompatibility of temper among breth-
ren—should they be dealt with for this,
while they might be in fellowshlp with
Christ?

Br. Whitehouse spoke on same point.

Br. 8. V. Bailey said that if the mem-
bers are jurors or judges in the case,
they could decide all cases upon request.

Br. W. W. Blair said that the prae-
tice, the custom, has universally been for

. persons, in any form of transgression, to

be taken before a court for trial. He
said it was the safest way. Apostacy is
a orime. The members are not tosit in
The Elders have the author-
ity to try all cases, and not the members,
In case of any transgression the law re-
quires the transgressors to be brought
before the Elders. It may be easier per-
haps to bring before the members, but
this exalts the members as a court, which

right they have not. In all cases they
should be tried before Elders.

Br. Joseph Smith suggested a case.
A member removes from a Branch—rve.-
moves sixty miles from any Branch, sees
something he does not like, writes to the
Branch and desires his name taken off,
no charge is preferred against him. If
labor was to be duly made, or he was
visited by the Priest or Teacher, said
officers would be turned out of doors, or
told that it was none of their business.
What should be done?

Here the hour expired, and the Con-
ference resumed its regular session.

On resuming regular business a reso-
lution was passed authorizing the ap-
pointment of a committee on complaints,
during this session.

Resolved, That the appointment of all
committees, and the regulation of all meet-
ings, not otherwise provided for, be left to
the Presidency.

Pres. Smith appointed Brn. P. Cad-
well, G. H. Hilliard and 8. V. Bailey,
committee on complaints.

- The Secretary read the following

MISSIONARY REPORTS.

Zenas H. Gurley, of the Utah Mission :

To the Presidency, officers and members of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints in General Conference assembled, greei-
ing:~—In my last report I noticed my visit to
Logan City and Providence, in Cache Val-
ley, where I attended the Malad Sub-Dis-
trict Conference, visiting Ogden on my re-
turn to Salt Lake City. After my return I
remained in the e¢ity until the arrival of
Br. Briggs, which occurred in the latter
part of November ; since that peried I have
visited south as far as Nephi, a distance of
about one hundred miles, preaching in the
following towns: Union Fort, Granite, Wil-
low Creek, American Fork, Pleagant Grove,
Provo, Pond Town and Nephl I also visit-
ed Lehi, Spanish Fork and other towns on
this trip, Some of these places have been
visited two or three different times, and the
prospect in the majority is quite encourag-
ing, as there is a demand for more preach-
ing, whieh said ery is quite agreeable to
our ears, North of the city I have spoken
in Centerville, Kaysville and Ogden, and on
Union Pacific railroad east, in company
with Br. Warnock, (who with me visited
gome of the towns mentioned), Uintah, Mor-
gan, Richville, and Henniferville; in all of
which places we were kindly received with
few exceptions. In the last named place
there is a Branch which has passed through
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severe trials, and some divisions; but
-through the labors of Br. Warnock the Lord
restored order and good feeling, and I be-
lieve they will now succeed, as they all
manifest a disposition to labor for Zion.

Since coming to this Mission there have
Tbeen twenty-eight added to the Church, up
to the 20th of March, twenty-two of whom
were baptized by Br. Warnock and myself.
There are twelve or fifteen others who have
given their names for baptism, and I pre-
sume will be baptized at no remote period.

I believe there are hundreds who are seri-
~ously considering their situatiom, and in
-due seagon, with proper eare and eculture,
“will come out of error and crime. There
are now plenty of opportunities for preach-
ing, and no energetic Elder need be idle;
but with good weather and proper manage-
ment, can speak most every night; whether
this condition will exterd through midsum-
mer I am unable to say, but would sup-
Tose not, as farmers are usually too tired
for much night meetings then; however
there is plenty of employment to a thorough
going missionary beside the pulpit work,
and just as important. One thing I have
regretted in my labors, and that is, that
eircumstanees prevented my staying longer
in each town.

The first three months of my labors were
confined chiefly to Salt Lake City, believing
as I did, and do, that at least one mission-
ary should be established there.. The breth-
ren in various parts of the territory have
written us frequently to ¢‘come and see”

“them, toa majority of which we have been
~enabled to respond in persom, but not all.
We should have been glad to have visited
:all, but where we have notf, we trust the
“brethren will make due allowance; it is
‘that same desire to visit all that has pre-
vented our remaining longer in each town.
“The Branches of the mission, so far as we
"have ascertained, are in a fair condition.
The Saints of Utah have many difficulties
to labor under, considering which I feel to
make due allowance under the circumstan-
.ces; but all, or nearly all, whom we have
‘met seemed determined to contend earnest-
ly for the faith., Their treatment to me has
been of the kindest; many are poor in this
“world’s goods, but rich in ¢good will to
man.”” No Elder coming here need have

any fears but that he will find plenty to eat .

and a place to lie down; of course ‘no Ei-
der’ is expected to be an epicure, but like

his Master, content with a “few fish and a |

barley: loaf,” or a “broiled fish and an
honey comb,” if needs be. The outlook for
the Reorganized Church is growing bright-
er in Utah, and will continue to do so if a
prosecution of the work is kept up, until
the honest in heart will all be gathered out
and brought back to Zion to “praise the
Lamb.” I trustthe situation of Utab will

not be over nor underrated. It has re-
quired years to fasten upon this people the-
errors and crimes into which they have been
led, until their consciences have become-
“seared over,”’ and their sense of virtue and
shame sadly blunted. You must know that
the doctrine taught and practiced among:
this people that permits, nay enjoins upon a.
man the right and duaty of slaying his fel-
low man in order to “save him,” is devilish-
in the extreme ; also the ‘‘abomination” of"
polygamy, which, if individuals enter; they
are licensed to kill, provided they don’t shed
sinnocent blood,” and to commit ‘‘all manner-
ofginand all manner of blasphemies,” yet are
promised a ““part in the first resurrection,’”
simply because they have entered the celes-
tial order of marriage, and propose to be-
ssperfected through the flesh.”” The Adam-
god-theory is also endorsed by many, which.
doctrines of the devil are an index to the-
stifled, blighted, warped and darkened:
minds of those who were once called Saints.
Now all these “damnable heresies’” have not-
been fastened on this people by force of
reason, but by wicked and corrupt sophistry,.
united with a continued appeal to the baser
passions, and also with repeated threats of”
“hell across lots” and eternal destruction:
hereafter. To ‘‘reason down’’ such wicked-
ness is very difficult, as it was never “‘reas--
oned up;”’ consequently while the corrup-
tionists of Utah may be overcome speedily
and their power broken, it is a work of"
time to reclaim the erring masses from the
pits and ‘“deadfalls’” into which they have-
gone; “and -outof-the many I-look for a:
minority to be gathered to Zion. Orchards-
that are permitted to grow up without prun-
ing or proper care, soon bear stinted fruit,
and presently none; and when the Lord of
the vineyard sends out his servants to prune-
these neglected trees, and a few are reached:
and pruned with much labor: it must not
be expected that the tree will bring forth-
abundantly at once, but time must be given
it to overcome its former blight. The blind-
ness and stupidity of this people causes us
at times to feel exasperated, yet 'mid all T’
have frequently been reminded to ¢‘see thou:
hurt not the oil and the wine.”

1 submit to your honorable body the ne-
cessity of a continued and vigorous prose-
cution of the Utah Mission; not for mouths:
alone, but for years to come, at least. until
the problem is solved. In support of that-
position I offer the two following reasons:
1st. To break down the power of tyrants
and to indemnify the world in believing and*
knowing that Mormonism: is not Brigham-
ism, (Diabolism), that the ‘“way of truth”"
may be rescued from the reproach and ig-
pominy brought upon it by the wicked prac-
tices of this people; that all those in the
world who will, may receive the same, ands
that the kingdom of God with its righteous--

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS’ HERALD.

261

ness, as established in 1830, may continue
to roll forth in love and truth until it shall
fill the whole earth. 2d. That the honest
souls of Utah who have made many and
great sacrifices for what they supposed was
the truth, may be delivered and find rest to
their souls.

Owing to health and circumstances I pro-
pose returning home this spring. I there-
fore respectfully ask your honored body to
release me from this mission, and if permit-
ted, I would insist that another be sent in
my stead immediately., The Brighamites
refuse to let us preach in their churches,
and in most instances their school-houses,
in return for which I hope and trust that
our people will make special effort to afford
their Llders a house to speak in, should
they be passing through the land, and a
place to rest themselves, with food to eat;
go and hear them preach, and debate, or
offer to do so, every point of doctrine that
separates us—our Elders need have no hesi-
tancy in the matter whatever. In many in-
stances our administrations to the sick have
been marked with success. * In preaching I
have enjoyed the blessings of the Master,
and in my association with the Saints have
enjoyed His peace and with them have felt
and testified that naught but the ¢truth
shall make us free.” Ever praying for
the welfare of Zion and establishment there-
of, and algo that you may be blessed with
the spirit ‘of wisdom and rejoicing during
your present session. Iam your co-laborer
for Christ, Z. H. GurLEy,

falt Lake City, March 29, 1875,

Robert Warnock, of the Utah Mission :

To the President, Ofiicers and Members of the
Church of J. C. of L. D. 8. in Conference as-
sembled :—DBrethren, the following is a brief
report of my labors since last General Con-
ference. Have traveled almost incessantly,
preached about sixty-seven times, attended
several prayer meetings, visited a great
deal, and exposed error and taught the truth
prlvately, baptized nine adults, opened sev-
eral places for preaching, where prejudice
is removed to a great extent. Several have
given their names for baptism, who will be
obedient soon.

In this place we have large congregations,
while the Mormons can only draw out a few.
We expect to baptize several next Sunday.
Many say they are convinced.

I amvery much encouraged with the pros-
pect in thisland, and am williug to continue
my labors in this migsion, should your hon-
orable body so decide. My health is good.

Praying God to direct you in all your de-
liberations, I am your brother in Christ,

R. WarNoox.
‘Waxsare, Utah, April 1st, 1875,
Thomas Taylor, of the English Mls-

sion:

- time only could prove.

Beloved President and Brethren in Confer-
ence Assembled:—Having been appointed by
your honorable body, at the Annual Confer--
ence of April, 1874, to the charge of the-
English Mission, I feel it my duty to offer-
you & report of my labors here. Although
it is not what I could wish, still I feel thank-
ful to say that the labor in this mission has-
not been in vain; and I have every reason-
to believe that a continual, steady effort wills
effect much good in time.

The English Mission is & peculiar one,
and requires much patience, 88 those breth-
ren who have been here have experienced.
I have done the best I could under the eire
cumstunces in which I am placed; but of”
course 1 can not go about and do as much as
though I had nothing else but mission busi--
ness to attend to.

The work, though comparatively uunob--
served, is growing, and we gain a few con--
verts here and there. The prejudice whick
has existed is fast giving way, and those
who attend our meetings once generally:
come again, and they do not gainsay what .
they hear.

I have not heard much from the Saints in
Switzerland and Geneva since brethren:
Avondet and Bear returned home. I think:
it would be & good thing if one of their cwn -
language could be sent to labor among them .-
again; but that, of course, must be'left to -
your better judgment.

In all parts of this Mission, with few ex- -
ceptions, the local Elders are doing all they—
can for the spread of the work. Itisthought
by some that more good might be done if”
there was an Elder here who had ne other -
business to attend to. But that, of course, .
I certainly feel my:
inability to discharge the duties of sueh a-
responsible position, and should wisder: di-
rect you to favor us with some one more ca-
pable, I shall do my best to render him all
the assistance possible.

Tn regard to Wales, that is well supplied’
in the persons of Bran. J, T. Davies and R.
Evans. I believe them to be capable and «
worthy men, and may God bless them and -
all who sacrifice the comforts of home to-
carry the good news of the gospel of Chriat.
I frequently hear from Scotland, and the
brethren there are trying to do what good-.
they can by distributing the printed word.
There are some who think that good might
be done if an Elder could be sent to labox -
there.

I think T have given you all necessary-
items, and will now close, praying God to
endow you with wisdom through all your de- -
liberations, and with brotherly love I re--
main yours in the cause of Christ,

Tromas TAYLOR.

BirmMINGHAM, England, March 12, 1875,

John T. Davies, of the Welsh Mission ¢
Do the Annual Conference of the Church of ~
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Jesus Christ, assembled at Plano, Ill., April
-8th, 1875 :—Beloved Brethren: I beg leave
to report my work for the Church since my
appointment at the April Conference, one
year ago. I labored some in going through
the State of Pennsylvania, on my way here;
and thence coming to Wales, I took charge
-of ‘this Mission, according to appointment.
1 have been doing my duty to the best of
my ability for the advancement of the cause
of Christ. Seeingthe necessity for the help
of the printed word, and, thinking a good
series of tracts would be better under the
circumsiances, than a periodical, I have pub-
“lished, in the Welsh language, the following:
2000 Faith, 8 page. 2000 Repentance, 4
page. 2000 Baptism, 16 page. 2000 Lay-
ing on of Hands, 8 page. 400 posters to an-
snounce preaching from time to time ; which
will make a total of tracts 8000 and 400
posters, at a cost of £12 2s 64. I have
gone as far and fast in this direction as
qmeans would permit, and if you think prop-
-er to sustain me longer in this field, I am
willing to do my best, and to follow the
same course until the latter end of August
or the beginning of September, 1875, when
1 think that my temporal affairs will call me
1o return home. This will make it to me
about a year and a half from home, and I
want you positively to grant me liberty to
“he heme by next fall Conference at furthest.

Until then, I am willing to continue in

Wales, provided my family is supported.
Br. Robert Evang labors in connection with
ane, according to appointment, and I find
’him a very energetic man in the field.

Your brother in charge of the Welsh Mis-
glon. Jorn T. Daviss.

Aberaman, Wales.

John Awvondet, formerly of the Swiss
‘Mission:

To the President and brethren in Conference
assembled:—Concerning the mission assigned
to me by your bonorable body, I feel thatI
-gm clear to saythat I have worked with the
-endeavor to beware of leaving & bad name
‘hehind me, and T would not be ashamed to
g0 into the same field again. T think I
would be more friendly received now, for I
made at last many good friends. T do not
say I want to go back there, not in the
least; but only I could go wherever I have
been without being ashamed.

On July 27th, 1873, I baptized in Pied-
«mont, Italy, Judith Marie Gardiol and Jean-
ne Clarisse Gardiol, and in August, 1874, I
baptized Samuel Gaberthuel, in Geneva,
‘Switzerland, and also Louis Eugene Ursen-
bach. In September, 1874, I went to Zur-
ich with Br. Bear, where we baptized two
smen and two women, blessed four children,
-and ordained one Elder, and organized a
iBranch of sixteen members.

Br. Bear said to me in Affoltern, where

he had labored most of the time, that after I
came with him he was better treated by his
brother and more respected by his friends
than before. He has the true love of God
and the cause of Christ in his heart. I will
try to give you hereafter a report in detail ;
this is not to give too much trouble to the
Conference. _ JouN AVONDET.
Omaha, Neb,, March 3, 1875,

Charles W. Wandell, of the Austra-

lasian Mission:

Dear Brother Joseph:—Y ours of December
14th came duly to hand per last steamer,
also three numbers of Heralds and Hopes.
The news from you is encouraging and in-
teresting. I hope that the Utah Mission
will never be given up so long as polygamy
is maintained by an organization. This,
you may say, should not be very long; but
you must remember that besides the many
influences that bind polygamists together,
there is an entire generation, in Utah, born
and brought up under the infiuence of the
many-wife system. Polygamists may move
away; but, as a rule, they will not give up
their social system.

I send you Br. Rodger’s last note to me,
you see by that how he is getting along.
The Mission at Sydney is at a stand-still.
1 should be able to bear off this mission to
a successful termination, but ill health pre-
ventg, 1 have had a relapse which threat-
ens to close up my labors for this world.
My chest and lungs are in a very bad con-
dition, my muscular power is gone, and now
my feet and legs are so swollen that locomo-
tion is almost impossible. My cough is
dreadful at times, and is worse when I am
exercising the lungs in public speaking. I
could not finish my sermon on Sunday even-
ing in consequence of paroxysms of cough-
ing, and unless I feel better than I do now
I shall not undertake to preach againin
Sydney. Thisbeing the situation, of course
I have to give up all idea of the Tahitian
Mission. In fact there is no apparent way
of getting to Tahiti except by way of Auck-
land, New Zealand, and it would be more
certain in point of time, and as economiecal,
to go by way of San Francisco. It is for

“you to say whether I am fo remain longer

upon this Mission or not. I feel desirous
of doing my duty, and dislike to ask to be
released; but you see the circumstances,
and should I live to breathe the equable
climate of California once more, it might
add a space to my life. I kave now arrived
at a point, at which something must be done
in my case. Hitherto I have been able to
fill the regular preaching appointments and
to visit the Saints more or legs; but I have
a painful realization that I can not do so
any more unless a great improvement in my
physical condition takes place.

There are lights however around this
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dark picture; I have gsought with all my
heart to fulfill every duty upon this Mis-
sion, with an eye single to the glory of God
and of the Church, I have taught the true
doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ of
_ Latter Day Saints, and have not been slow
to expose deceit and imposture. For my-
self I have no fears of the future, because I
know that the great Judge of all the earth
will do right; and should I be called upon
to rest from my labors, I have conclusive
assurances that such rest will be sweet and
undisturbed by malice and persecution, or
by other disturbing causes. I realize that
I should have written a great deal more in
this letter, but feel unable to add more.
Your brother in Christ,
C. W. WaxpELL.
Forest Lodge, Sydney, N. 8. W,
Feb. 11,1875,
Glaud Rodger, of the Australasian
Mission, to C. W. Wandell :

I arrived home from a visit to Wallsend
last night, and found your letter. Iam sorry
to hear of the state of your health, and I
fear that your labors in this life are but
short. Your weakness is seemingly increas-
ing. You can have but little comfort, only
in the hope of the gospel. I believe you
have done your utmost to fill your mission,
and the Lord, who rulesall things well, will
be your helper in the end. We can but
pray and hope for the best.. This world
seems to give but little comfort at the best.
I am heart-sick at the conduct of some 1
have to call brethren here. Surely the evil-
one works hard to overthrow what we have
labored hard to build up. You may think1
am discouraged, but I feel what I write.
. Though my determination is still to battle
the foe, yet I feel it when the cause is dis-
graced' by those whose age and experience
ought to teach them better things.  We meet
this afternoon at Br. David Lambton’s, and
in the evening at Wallsend, where I try
again, at the Odd Fellows’ Hall. T have
found some that wish to hear, but the weath-
er is unfavorable, as we have had a great
rain. I wish you to send me in all eight or
nine numbers of the Herald, if you can spare
them. I have more subscribers. I hope
this will find you better than when you
wrote last. We wish you every comfort,
and may the Lord bless you and the breth-
ren and sisters with you, is our constant de-
sire and prayer. Kind love to Br. and Sr.
Ellis and all. Write again when you can,
for we are all anxious to hear from you and
about you. Your brother in Christ,

G. RODGER.
Waratah, Feb. Tth.

F. C. Brand, in Towa, Nebraska, Mis-
scuri and Kansas:

President Joseph Smith and Brethren in
Conference assembled, greeting :—During the

past six months I have endeavered to labor
for the Master in Towa, Missouri, Kansas
and Nebraska. Have preached as follows:
In Towa a total of twenty times; in Nebras-
ka2 once; in Kansas four times; in Missourk
forty-three times, making in all sixty-four
discourses. I attended and took part ina.
debate. Have baptized one and blessed one
child. IfeelthatI have been greatly blessed
in my labors. I visited Br. David Whitmer,
at Richmond, who received me very kindly.
He bore his testimony to the divinity of the
Book of Mermon, and showed me the origin-
al manuseript. 1 also vigited DBr. John
Whitmer’s family, and he also testified to
the divinity of the work. He showed me
the characters transcribed from the plates,
in the khand writing of the Martyr, and ¥
had the privilege of presenting the claims
and position of the Church to him. His
family seemed deeply impressed. I will here
say that all the Whitmers still living are
firm in the faith of the Book of Mormon,,
and I am satisfied that the younger branch--
e8 will in time unite with the Church. Ifeel
that T would give much to be with you, for-
you are going to have an important time 5
but I will be with you in spirit.

Praying that you may be abundantly
blessed in your deliberations, and asking an-
interest in your prayers, I subseribe myself

Yours in bonds, E. C. BraxD.

April 1st, 1875,

John H. Hansen, of the Southeastern
Mission

To the Church in Conference assembled:—
Dear brethrem: I am still trying to build:
up the kingdom of God in the Southern:
States. Since my last report I have de--
voted my time to the ministry in this State-
and Tennessee. There has been an effectnalf
door opened in Henry and Hickman Coun-
ties, Tennessee. There has also been some
labor done in this vicinity, still my labors
have been hindered some by the inclemency
of the weather. Ihavepreached sixty-eight-
discourses, blessed two children, and bap-
tized eleven persons sincelast report. Five:
othershave applied for baptism. Many oth-
ers are believing “‘our report,” and I think
a goodly number will be added during the
year. This part of the Mission is assuming
a permanent shape. Concerning the South~
ern part of the Mission I can say but little.
I bad hoped to be able to visit that part be-
fore this, but circumstances have prevenied:
my doing so. I am informed by letter that.
there is but little preaching being done-
there and times are reported very hard.

This mission needs at least one more El--
der, and I hope you will provide for the re-
turn of Br. Clapp as soon as possible; and,
a8 I learn that he expects to be back some-
time during the present year, I will not ask
you to appoint any one else.
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Ilearned by the minutes of last fall Con-
ference that an Elder Blodgett had been ap-
. pointed to this Mission, but so far I have
not heard a word from him. Now in con-
sideration of his failing to comply with the

- direction of the Conference in this appoint-
+ meant, I herewith ask your honorable body
: 10 appoint a committee to inquire into the
+ veasons why Elder Blodgett did not proceed
“to the Mission assigned him, or if that was

- act may be in harmony with his will.

‘impracticable why did he not communicate
to me his reasons for not doing 8o, 80 that
¥ could have made my arrangements accord-
vingly.
‘1 remain at the dispesal of the Conference
~and am apxious to do all I can for the sal-
vation of souls. May the God of Israel be
with you all and bless you, that your every
Your

“brother and fellow laborer in gospel bonds,

J. H. Hansen,
P. S—My reasoen for asking you to in-

«quire into the cause of Br. Blodgett’s non-
~fulfiliment of his Mission is, that it may be

“HBastern and Nova Scotia District.

van example for others, so that when Elders
assume a duty they may be more punectual
in fulfilling it, or giving notice of their ina-
ility to do so, so that others may know
«what to depend on. J. H, I
Farmington, Graves Co., Ky.,
March 30th, 1875,

John C. Foss, of the Maine and Nova
Scotia Mission:

Lo the Brethren and Saints assemdled at the
“General Conference:—Dear Brethren in Chrigt,
T hereby make a report of my labors in the
gospel, thus far in my mission, in the North-
" 1 have

“heen trying to do about all I can.to help
roll on the good work of my Master. There
~are, as far as I can learn, about three hun-

dred members in this Mission.

Thig is a

very extensive field to labor in. Many are

“believing, yet I can not refrain from telling

them that not the hearers of the law are

_Jjust before God, but the decers of the law

shall be justified. I am laboring the most

< of the time in the cause of my Lord and

" Master.

I really should liked to have heen

. at the Conference, but it is a long ways to

travel and would cost me about eighty dol-
lars, and a8 times are s0 very hard I have
no n.eans to travel with at present; but

“brethren, if T cannot be with you in Con-

ference, I will be with you in spirit, and my
prayers shall ascend to the throne of our

=Great King, that he raay order the Confer-

ence according to the council of his own
will. Your brother in the one faith,

J. C. Foss,
Brooksville, Maine, March 15, 1875.

- Frederick O. Warnky, of Colorado:

Dear President and brethren in Conference

- assembled, greeting:—After I was appointed

0 labor in Colorado by the last fall Confer-

ence, I remained a few days at Omaha, and
three weeks at Pappillion, Nebraska., From
there vig Cheyenne, to Colorado, my field of
labor. I will now report my labors to you.
I was the pioneer to this country, all was
not sunshine ; but through patience, perse-
verence, and the help of God, I have gained
the victory over the enemy thus far. My
labor have been as follows: I have preach-
ed sixty times, baptized nine, confirmed
six, blessed eleven children, administered
to a number of sick, organized one Branch,
and ordained one Elder, one Priest, and one
Teacher.

I am willing to continue my labors here
or any where else as you may desire. May
the sanctifying influence of God's Holy
Spirit aid you in your deliberations, is my
prayer. I remain your fellow laborer for
the redemption of Zion, F. C. Warxnxky.

Denver, Col., March 20, 1875,

Charles Derry, of Nebraska :

Worthy President and Brethren assembled
in Conference :—1 respectfully submit the
following report to your honorable body. 1
have labored to the best of my ability since
the last General Conference, in the counties
of Dacotah, Madison, Antelope, Platte,
Dodge and Washington, in this State. 1
have made no enemies to the cause, but I
have found plenty, and also have found some
friends. Insome of the above counties there
is a prospect of doing good, None openly
opposed, many professed to admire, and [
believe some will seek the kingdom of Ged.
I have now returned from my winter cam-
paign. Wherever I have found six Saints,
conveniently situated, T have organized
them into Branches. Where I have founda
legser number I-have urged-the necessity of
prayer meetings, at which the Scriptures
and Herald should be read, and thus to keep
themselves alive in the faith and in love
with each other. Wherever this advice has
been adopted, it has worked well; and thus
g0 ‘many centres have been prepared around
which the honest in heart can gather and
partake of the gpirit of the work.

So far as I know, the four Branches of
this District (Central Nebraska) are alive,
increasing in faith and renewing their
hopes in the kingdom of God.” For'my part
I have nothing to boast,  only in the gospel
of Christ. Tam determined, by God’s help,
not to be found wanting in my duty. I re-
joice in the truth, and set my seal that God
is true. I know that God has blessed my
labors to some extent. I know he has
clothed me with power to preach his gospel.
I know that my own wisdom and ability
have not closed the mouths of gainsayers or
made glad the seeker after truth, but I
know that the Spirit of God has doneit, and
to God I give the praise.

I regret that my circumstances prevent
my asssembling with you; but I pray that
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the Spirit of the Holy and All-wise God,
may direct your deliberations and give you
abundant wisdom for all things, Will broth-
ers and sisters please accept a brother’s
love. I remain in gospel bonds yours for-

ever, CrARLES DERRY.
Deer Creek, Neb., March 22, 1875.

Charles N. Brown, of New York and
S. E. New England Mission :

Br. Joseph:—Feeling my duty as ene hav-
ing a trust committed to me in this great
work of the last days, I will endeavor to
give you a glimpse of the field in the New
York and Southern New England Mission,
agreeably with latest reports. The Brook-
lyn Branch is in an unsettled state in some
respects, but some serious obstacles to a
final adjustment have been removed; and I
am looking for a day when the power of
God will assist in accomplishing his will in
their midst, and hope this summer will not
pass without labor being done in two or
three new fields opened to us in different
parts of that State. )

Elder E. G. Wheeler, of Ackron, Erie
Co., N. Y., has suffered the loss by fire of
all of his personal effects, except the ap-
parel in which he escaped.

The ¥all River Branch, Elder John Gil-
bert, presiding, at last advices appears to
be moving quietly onward in the path of
duty ; many of the members, however, be-
ing operatives in the ecotton mills, suffer
disadvantages from the fluctuations of mill
interests in that city of mills.

The Boston Branch, under care of Bro.
George C. Smith, Presiding Elder, has been
highly favored with the. continued assist-
ance of the Spirit, and ‘the fruits of their
labors manifest by the accession of a num-
ber of intelligent, staunch members.

Dennisport, Elder T. F. Eldredge pre-
siding, has also been favored by the work-
ings of the good Spirit, and within a few
months eleven have been added to their
number. .

The Brewster Branch has also received
an addition of four by baptism, George Lin-
nell, presiding Priest at the time.

The Yarmouth Branch, in c¢harge of El-
der Louis Chase, is in a very active condi-
tion, with new converts apparently ready
for baptism.

The Douglas Branch, in care of Elder
Erastus Vickers, until a few weeks past,
has endured an unusuval siege of the enemy.
Elder Wm. Pond, by invitation, has dis-
pensed the word to them often, for some
months past. They abide in faith, looking
for the fruits of their labors,

The Providence Branch, under the presi-
dency of G. 8. Yerrington, was favored with
a continual growth and additions by bap-
tism; and of late Elder 8. II. Morse being
called to the same trusi, has been made

happy by others coming to the waters of
baptism. Br. Yerrington being called to.
missionary work in adjacent towns, resign-
ed the care of the Providence Branch, and’
has continued faithfully laboring in Sim-
monsville and Scituate, R. [, with occasion-
al vigits to other localities to scatter the
word of life, Br. C. E. Brown ig in the field:
of his Mission upon the Cape, and good:
fruits already reward hig labors, .

Elder J. W. Nichols, of New Bedford,. al--
though eighty-four years of age, it appears«
that his “eyes are not dim, nor his naturals
force abated,” and he i rendering timely-
and effectual assistance both in missionary-
and home labors, under the direction of the-
District President. Two of the Elders in
this District have finished their labors and
await their blest inheritance. Some have
been deeply aflicted in their families, and:
several, because of home duties, can not as
yet move in the ripened fields as we desire...

Br. Coombs, of the Providence Braneh,.
has opened a field for labor in Wrentham,..
Massachusetts, where I have been assisted
by several brethren, and from which place-
Br. Wm. Bradbury has baptized one staunch:
member, and I have still regular appoint-
ments there and a deep interest is manifest.

Br. Wm. Grant, of the Douglas Branch,
has opened a work at Brookline, Connecti-
cut, to which Br. Vickers is called, and F
amn hoping to follow at an early date. New-
fields are opening upon every side, and calls+
beyond our ability to fill constantly await:
us.” “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the-
harvest that he will send forth laborers.”

The general feeling and interest in the-
work are excellent, but the power of the-
enemy is great, and furious attacks are ex-
perienced at different points: but we know-
this, if we walk by faith in strict obedience
to every divine law and revelation; though
our weapons be few and our stature small,
as David’s were, yet no Goliah of Babylon-
can stand if there be hurled against him
even the weight of a small pebble, cleft from-
the rolling “‘stone cut out of the mountain.
without hands.” May Israel’s God haster
the glory of Zion and give wisdom and
strength to all her armies for certain vie-
tory, is the prayer of yours in the greabt
conflict, C. N. Brown.

- Providence, R. I, March 12,1875,
Heman C. Smith, of Western Towa :

T'o the Brethren in Conference assembled :—
As I am at liberty to spend most or all iny
time in the ministry, I thought it best to re-
port, and place myself at the disposal of
Conference. I have labored during thelast
fall and winter, with and under the diree-
tion of Br. Joseph R. Lambert. On the 19th
of Qct., 1874, we started on a tour 'to Sae,
Calhoun, Carroll and Greene counties, Jowa.
We found some good openings for preach-
ing. Nov. 28th, we started for Kansas, via.
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Couneil Bluffs, where we attended Confer-
ence. Dec. 4th found us at Atchison Kansas,
where we parted, Br. Lambert to remainin
Atchison, while I went to Good Intent. I
there labored for some time, and, then in
in company with Br. C. F. Stiles, went to
Jackson county, Mo. Here found some good,
faithful Saints struggling against the evil
influence produced by the different factions.
Interest was manifested on the pavt of some,
and oppositionby others, which ouly seemed
to increase the desire to hear. I staid with
Br. Stiles about three weeks, then return-
ing to North Eastern Kansas, preaching at
Good Intent, Atchison, Fanning and White
Cloud. Here is an excellent field for labor,
for I had more calls than I could possibly
fill. I also assisted Br. J. W. Brackenbury
in holding a series of meetings in what is
known ag the Chuning neighborhood, in
Holt Co., Missouri, where considerable in-
terest was manifested. Feb. 25th, found me
again at Council Bluffs, where I remained
until after Conference, (the 27th and 28th),
returning thence home to Galland’s Grove,
where I have preached a few times. T am
perfectly satisfied with my presentsituation,
but am willing to go anywhere that in the
<opinion of the Conference my limited experi-
-ence will qualify me for. H. C. SmrTH.

Robert Fuller, of Amanda, Batler Co.,
Ohio:

To the President of the Church and Elders
sin Conference assembled:—1 herewith submit
the following report of my labors for the
syearending April 6th; 1875, T have preach-
@d in all ten times, five times while [ held
the office of -a Priest, and five times after
my ordination to the Elder’s office. 1 have
no family to burden or hamper my move-
ments, and [ desire the direction of the
Holy 8pirit through the Conference as to
where I shall labor during the coming year,
or uatil such time as a Distriect Conference
may be organized in this part of Ohio. T
am willing to labor to the best of my ability,
a3 God shall aid me by his Spirit, where-
ever the Conference shall appoint.

Roperr FuLrex.

‘Amanda, Butler Co., Ohio,
March 29, 1875.

B. F. Boydstun, of Rockwall, Rock-

wall Co., Texas:

Br. Joseph Smith:—This morning before
«the departure of the mail I write you a lit-
tle, hoping that it may reach you in time to
e considered at the April Conference. You
will please say to that body that Br. J. W,
Bryan, of Bandera County, and Br. B. G.
Watson and myself of this County, met to-
gether in consultation and appointed a
meeting to be held at Roekwall, commenec-
ing Friday, 16th of July next, and continue
;8o as to include the mext or third Sunday

n the month, and longer if wisdom and the

Spirit of God should dictate. Brn. Watson
and Bryan are both Elders of short experi-
ence. What we want is, that Conference
will send ug one or two Elders, able defend-
ers of the gospel of Christ and who have the
cause of God at heart. Let them be assign-
ed to a Mission in Texas, for at least one
year, that they may have nothing to do but
devote their time to the ministry of -the
word of God.

The Saints in this country are few and
far between, four in this County, twenty in
Bandera, three in Navarro, one in Denton,
and two in Bosque County. The two last
are Brighamites, but I think, with a little
proper teaching, they will come out all
right., Bandera County is three hundred
miles southwest from here, these being the
extreme points where Saints reside. The
intermediate localities are so that Elders
can visit them when passing from one ex- .
treme to the other, thus forming something
like a circuit. There are a few other Saints
in Texas, but I am not able to give their
place of residence.

Br. Joseph, will you please attend to this
business, and if you think this communica-
tion worthy, please publish in the Herald,
it will answer as a guide somewhat for the
traveler. At the same time we may be in-
formed of the action taken, and be looking
and preparing for the reception of the El-
ders when they come, and thus be ready to
put them into the field of labor. I hope
that the missionaries when appointed will
also write to me at Rockwall as to when
they will probably arrive. Rockwall is
twenty-five miles northeast from Dallas.

Now, Br. Joseph, I will say to you and
to whom it may concern, that after a pil-
grimage and experience of forty years in
the Latter Day Work, I am still strong in
the faith, but being in my sixty-fifth year,
1 can never expect to do any more service
myself, farther than to encourage others to
labor for the upbuilding of Zion, and to dis-
tribute tracts and other gospel  tidings,
which I am determined to do to the best of
my ability, God being my helper. I re-
main unshaken in the faith of the new and
everlasting covenant of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, B. F. BoYpsTuN.

Rockwall, Rockwall Co., Texas,
March 30, 1875.

A. C. Inman, of Knox, Stark Co.,
Indiana:

Dear President and Brethren in the Lord :—
It having been a year since I had a voice in
Conference, although I have tried to avail
myself of such an opportunity, and can not
now-attend, I will report to your honorable
body, ever praying God’s richest blessings
to attend his holy cause and his love to be
with you during your deliberations. I have
labored in Pulaski county, Indiana, and
Crawford county, Illinois, and baptized one. -
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One child was healed under my administra-
tration who had been given up by two doc-
tors, and there were two other cases of heal-
‘ing. My niece (whose child was healed)
was the one baptized. Ileft some believing.
I have done but little this winter, but I
hope again to raise my voice in the Master’s
cause outside of our little Branch
A, C. Inman.
Knox, Ind,, April 3rd, 1875. :
T. W. Smith, of Pennsylvania, Vix-
ginia and Ohio Mission
Left Plano for Southern Ohio shortly af-
. terlast Conference. Preached abouta month
at Amanda, Butler Co., Ohio. Baptized ten
and .organized a Bramch, with Br. M. B.
Williams, Presiding Eider; Thos. R. Wren,
Priest; Richard J. Williams, Teacher, and
R. Bruce Jones, Deacon. I ordained also
Br. Robt. M. Fuller a Priest. I proceeded
from there to Pittsburg, thence to South
Bethlehem, Penn., and from there to Phila-
delphia, Penn. From Philadelphia, in Oc-
tober, I went to Virginia—in the Shenan-
doah Valley; where I baptized seven and
organized the Valley Branch—Brn. 0. E.
Cleveland, Presiding Elder ; Benj. Bowman,
Teacher; 8. C. Andes, Deacon. Fromthence
I went (Dec. 24th) to Syracuse, Ohio, where
I found a -small Branch of twenty-three
members; but in a disorganized and very
unhealthy condition. By the grace of God
I soon got them into an united and conse-
quently prosperous state. I baptizedtwenty-
nine there and ordained three ‘as Elders,
who had held the Priesthood in formerdays,
also one Priest .and two Teachers. Br.
David Hopking, Presiding Elder; Brs. John
Harris and Edmund Thomas, Priests; Brs.
“ Thomas Matthews and Wm. T. Jones Teach-
ers, and David Matthews (Elder) acting as
Deacon. There is now a Branch of fifty-two
members there; having a fine, large hall to
meetin, andareanoble body of Saintsamong
whom it is a pleasure to labor. -I had con-
siderable opposition there, having my life
threatened several times, and cursed and
vilified publicly by enemies of the cross of
Christ. I left there on Mareh 25th, and
went to Butler Co , Ohio. I found the little
Branch in an excellent condition, united
and peaceful. There is a noble little flock
there, and faithful officers, and efficient
ones too. I baptized one there the night
before I left. With two baptized at Plano,
last April, during Conference, I have bap-
tized 49 since last Conference, organized 2
Branchesandreorganized another, ordained
5 Elders, 4 Priests, 4 Teachers and 2 Dea-
cons. Have enjoyed, as a general thing,
the aid of the Holy Spirit in preaching, in
administering to the siek and in confirma-
tion, Realizing that all that has been done
has been by the power and favor of God, to
Him be the praise, and honor and glory,
through his Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

Joseph E. Lambert, of Western Towa:

To the Saints assembled in Conference; dear
brethren:—I1 herewith submit an epitomized:
report of my work in the ministry, perform-
ed within the last six months. Through-
the grace of God I have labored to the ex-
tent of my ability, having spent about-
three-fourths of my time in the advocacy of °
the Latter Day Work. )

Our worthy brother, H, C. Smith has been
laboring under my directions, but ag he wil}"
report for himself, I will only say he was:
with me four or five weeks in Western Iowa,.
during which he baptized one, assisted .in:
preaching the word, and in the organization
of a Branch at Camp Creek, Calhoun Co.,
Iowa. I have preached, more or less, in
geven Counties in Western Iowa, two in
Kansas, once in 8t. Joseph, Missouri; also
agsisted in conducting a two week’s series
of meetings at Nebraska City, Nebraska.

Allen County, Kansas, is a new field.
While there I baptized one, and left a good:
impression upon the people.

Since the last Semi- Annual’Conference E
have preached seventy times, baptized one,.
held one public debate at Magnolia, Iowa,.
besides other work unmecessary to report.

Yours in gospel bonds,

Josgra R. LAMBERT.
Plano, 111, April 6, 1875.

The President suggested that three
guarters of an hour for prayer be spent
in the morning before business.

Br. B. V. Springer, of Southern In-

diana, reported as follows:

To the Sainis in Conference assembled; dear
brethren:—I herewith send a report of my
labors in my mission in Southern Indiana,
and although I have accomplished but little,
I have done the best 1 could under the cir-
cumstances. I have traveled and preached
to the best of my ability in nine Counties
in Indiana, and two Counties in Kentucky,
and at one point in Okio; have baptized
eighteen persons, ordained three Elders,
two Priests, and one Deacon ; blessed twelve
children and organized one Branch.

My heart is in the work, and gladly
would I spend the remainner of my days in
rreaching the gospel, but circumstances
over which I have no control compels me to
ask the Conference to release me from the
Southern Indiana Mission. It is due the
Confereuce, however, also to my many
friends in Southern Indiana, as well as the
Saints everywhere, that my reasons for
abandoning the Mission should be given; I
w:ll hereafter, if permitted, give them
through the Herald, which I have no doubt
will give entire satisfaction to all concern-
ed, meantime I pray that God will abund-
antly bless you, together with all his Saints,
that your deliberations may result in great.
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good for the cause of truth. Yours in hope
-of eternal life, B. V. SPRINGER.

Wirt, Ind., April 1, 1875,

Elder W. H. Kelley made rewarks
“zelating to the latter report.

The President read a request from
8Br. M. BE. Forney, of Woodbine, Iowa,
for prayers in behalf of her daughter,
Mrs. Herrington.

Br. Caffall was appointed to preach
du the evening, assisted by Elder M. H.
Horseutt, and Br. Robert Davies to take
~charge of prayer meeting to.morrow
morning. - Sr. Irena Stranahan, of Can-
<non Falls, Minnesota, requested prayers
for her health; also Br. J. McKnight,

-of Omaha, Nebraska, for himself. - Sang
Doxology. Benediction by President
Blair.

TUESDAY EVENING.
APRIL 6ra.

Sung hyinn 474. Prayer by Br. M.

H. Forscutt, who also read third chapter
-of Collostans. Hymn 177. Preaching
by Br. James Caffall. Text Col. 3 : 4.,
. A large congregation of Saints and of
~the world listened attentively to the dis-
«gourse. Sung hymn 188. Benediction
&by Br. W. H. Hazzledine. Adjourned.

WEDNESDAY MORNING,
APRIL TrH.

“Prayer - meeting at nine o’clock in
«charge-of Br. Robert Davis.
BUSINESS SESSION.

Sung hymn 615. Prayer by Br. A.
M. Wilsey. Minutes of yesterday’s ses-
-sion read by the Seeretary. Reading of
- Elder’s reports continued.
James Caffoll — Kansas, Nebraska,
*.Missouri and Iowa:
To the President and brethren in General
«Conference assembled: — Since the Semi-
Annual Conference of 1874, my labors have
¥peen chiefly confined to Distriets -and
I Branches in Nebraska, Missouri, Kansas,
s apd “Towa. In every place I have found
“lowers of the Latter Day cause, and feel
~much pleasure in stating to your honorable
body that during the last six months, some
~changes for the better have taken place
- among the Saints, but the effects of con-
-tentions in some localities are still visible.
I do pot wish to be a fault finder, but I
smust say in some of the abeve places there
ihas been too great a laxity in administering
s-the law. The enemy has therefore availed

himself of the opportunity of making some
havoc among the Saints, and it will require
a continued and persistent effort to drive
him from his strong holds. In several lo-
calities there are good opportunities for
preaching, with but very few, and in some
places no Elders to send. You will discover
by the statistical report of the Pottawatta-
mie District, that in that Distriet there are
forty-seven Elders, and out of that number
there are few who make it a point to be
out preaching even on Sunday. I found
quite an indifference relative to financial ar-
rongements. I believe, and have so taught,
that it is as much the duty of the officialg
to co-operate in financial arrangements as
in spiritual matters: not only the ministry,
but the feeble, the aged or needy should
be cared for; for so we are taught. I
think many reasons exist why an assembly
of the general authorities should be held.
With all our present struggles, the future,
(if we abide in Christ), is bright, and will
bring to us spiritual strength. Yours in
gospel bonds, JamEes CAFFALL.

Plano, I11., April 7, 1875.

- C. G. Lanphear, New York and Penn-
sylvania .

I left Illinois for the East, May 13th, 1874.
Stayed with the Saints the first Sabbath, at |
Knox, Stark Co., Indiana, and attended
their meetings. Found the brethren there
earnest for the cause. I was with the breth-
ren at Green Centre, Noble Co., Indiana,
two Sabbaths. Preached three times while
with them. Called at Church Hill, Ohio, and
attended Conference- there early in June,
and took part in the services. I preached
four times at Springfield, Ohio, about twenty
miles from Church Hill. - Returned and
staid at Chureh Hill two weeks, preaching
at their Branch meetings and attending
their Sabbath School. 1 also preached a
funeral discourse of a child of one of the
Saints. I was at Brookfield, Obio, and met
with a few of the Saints there on Sabbath.
I was also in Crawford Co., Pennsylvania,
and near Conneautville the latter part of
July, and preached twice while there. Sub-
sequently came into Steuben county, New
York, the Tth of August, and held meetings
most of the Sabbathg while there, till about
the middle of October, when I went up to
Savannah, New York; holding meetings
there every Sabbath save one, till the 6th of
January. I visited a family of the Saints
in Herkimer county, and preached there on
the Sabbath, I baptized two at Savannah.
January 6th, I went into Jefferson county,
and preached there on all the Sabbaths but
one, till the 10th of March., An invitation
to preach was sent me from the Trustee of
one of the school-houses in Theresa vllage.
I responded on thelast Sabbath I was there.
Had good attention, and a desire was ex-
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pressed for more preaching. Also distrib-
:uted a number of tracts and Epitomes of
Faith and Doctrine. They took all I had
and still wanted more,

I left there on March 10th, and called
again at Savannah, Wayne county, and also
at Steuben county. Leftthere March 25th,
and the following Sabbath was at Church
Hill, Ohio, among the Saints. The Saints
there are having some trials, but are in a
fair way of having an increase of numbers.
On the 30th, came to Green Centre, Indiana.
I preached there, Sabbath, April 4th, and
baptized one at their request, I have been
blessed inmy labors, and feel a stronger de-
-gire than ever before to labor for Christ and
his cause.

There are but few Saints in New. York,
‘but several places where they will make the
Elders welcome, and there is no lack of
openings for preaching the word, or at least
I found it .so where I was. There is much
prejudice with a portion of the people, and
also the warrings of the opposing sects to
encounter, but wherever I have labored I
felt that a good impression was made upon
the people in favor of the cause.  The few
Saints are desirous that Elders should labor

-in their vicinities. They want help in In-
diana also, and are desirous for a two-days’
meeting at Green Centre.

My prayer to God is that he will contirue
tostrenigthen and bless his Saints, and that
"Zion’s cause will continue to increase, till

‘the knowledge of the Lord and his right-
eousness is established in the earth.
C. G. LANPHEAR.
C. W. Prettyman, of Knox, Stark
-Co., Indiana,; said: ‘

The work is in good condition in our see-
“tion, and we are laboring for the cause as
-~our pecuniary circumstances permit.

Wm. H. Kelley—Minnesota and In-
-diana:

To the President and brethren in Conference
-assembled:—At the Semi-Annual Conference
~held at Council Bluffs, in 1873, I was as-

-signed to Minnesota, Michigan, Wisconsin,
and Indiana, as my field of labor. For the'
first two months 1 remained in Western
Iowa, visiting and preaching the word as
-circumstances demanded. To this country
of my boyhood, after an absence of six
years ‘I returned and found  relatives;

friends and good brethren, with whom I |

-spent much pleasant and, to me, instructive
‘time. - Among other pleasant things that I
enjoyed was the association for a short
time with our beloved President, who was
‘then visiting the Churches in the West.
Association with him tends to deaw out and
keep alive those nobler qualities that devel-
op into true manhood, unto the utter des-
‘pising of the low and unmanly actions of
by far too many. In December I went to

Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Six miles north of
that place, I preached about a week to at-
tentive audiences, mostly Adventists. An
aged brother and sister Harris live here, and
this would be a good place for an Elder to
labor in, although he would doubtless meet
with a strong opposition in a public way, as
other ways. From here I went to Minne-
sota, where I labored until the fall of 1874,
in several counties in that State, most of
the time in new places, indeed the most of
my preaching for the last eighteen months.
has been among those not conversant with
eur faith; and in all the places visited, .
more or less interest is manifest, inso--
much that they still wish to hear. Some
have given their names in for baptism, and.
now await the return of an Elder to induct
them into the kingdom. There is a large.
field in Minnesota and Western Wisconsin,
with Northern Iowa, that should not be left.
without a laborer. Some good Saints re--
side there, but are very much scattered.

Last fall I returned to Southern Indiana,
where, during the winter, I preached in
Ripley, Jefferson, and Switzerland Counties. .
Much prejudice existed here, even a fierce
opposition in places; but after a proper in-
vestigation of our principles.the intelligent
class became more favorable. A goed work
can be done in Southern Indiana, and the
way is opening up widet than laborers can
be found to look after those openings.” The
brethren there are doing what they can to
move on the cause, and are trying to live
their religion. At Whitestown, Indiana,
there is an excellent opportunity for preach-
ing the word. Br.D. 0. Trout resides here,
and is much interested in having a good El-
der sent there. Iheld three meetings there.
with very excellent effect, as I learned af-
terwards while on my way here.
" In all my efforts to sustain the cause I
have found it a delightful thing in standing
for the truth, and the Lord has been with
me in such a real presence thai to try to
doubt the work would be to sin against an
absolute consciousness of light. All of my
interests are centered in the success and
glory of the Latter Day Cause, and I shall
try to honor it wherever I may be.

Wu. H, KELLEY.
Plano, 1L, April 7, 1875.
President Joseph Smith reported as

follows :

After last fall Conference, I labored in
Western Iowa for some time. Returning
home, I visited and ‘preached.in various
places in the Kewanee and Northern Illinois
Distriets, besides doing local labor. Bro.
A. H. Snith has lately gone to his field of
labor in California, and is now there. I
have received inquries from many different
places for ministers, besides the many dif-
ferent places where good efforts are already
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being made. I think it 2 good plan for the
Elders to hold themselves ready to do a.ll the
local labor possible.

Bishop 1. L. Rogers reported :

On my return from last fall Conference, I
determined to do more in the work than
heretofore. Ihaveno ability for preaching,
but like to take the Elders with me to vari-
ous places where business or the interests
of the Church call me. Br. Banta hasbeen
with me near De Kalb this winter, and he
made a good impression. Intended having
gome into Northern lowa, but the severe
weather prevented. The business of the
Church is becoming greater, and this re-
quires me to be at home more. I have no
less determination to work for the cause
than I have had heretofore, and I ask the
prayers of the Saints that I may do my
portion of it.

Br. J. H. Lake, of Southern Iows re-
ported.

Sinee last fall Conference I have devoted
most of my labor to preaching among the
Branches in the String Prairie District,
Towa, and I hear very favorable reports of

 the reception of the truth, and I have invi-
tations to return to some places. Have done
considerable outside of the Braneches, and
expect to continue, the Lord helping me. I
desire to always lift my voice for the truth.

Br. E. Banta, of Sandwich, Illinois:

My work is mostly confined to the Branch
in my charge. Went once this winter with
Br. Rogers to a place north, and preachéd’a
few times.

Br. 8. V. Bailey, of Michigan, said :

I have always had a desire to do some-
“thing for the work, but my way has been
hedged up. Last fall, found myself loosened
and have been preaching considerable. I
think the field in Michigan better than it
ever has been before,

Br. Alfred White, of Des Moines Dis-
triet, Towa:

I have had no mission given me, but havé
been at work in my District, which is large,
with few working Elders. Br, I. N. White
being the only one free to labor, I made
temporal arrangements with him so that he
might labor continually, and he has done a
good work. In connection with W. C, Nirk
has baptized fourteen.

Br. M. H. Forscutt reported :

From the time I entered the missionary
field in August last, I have travelled and
labored almost ineessantly, having visited
my home outside of my ministerial field
only once since that time, staying home
nesr three weeks, but only one Sunday,
spending the other Sunday and a portion of

- the week nights adjacent to my home in

preaching the word. During the time since
I left my home in August, I have labored to
the best of my ability mainly in the State
of Illinois, to which I was appointed; but
also to some extent in Towa, and in Nebras-
ka a little; having travelled 8,564 miles, at-
tended 269 meetings, speaking publicly 230
times. In some places I gave a course of
lectures, in others a series of discourses, in.
others preaching as circumstances seemed
to demand, and in all places trying to fol-
low as the Spirit should lead.

Some thirty-two were baptized in the-
places where I labored, seventeen of whom:
I baptized; the remainder were baptized by
local brethren. The conversion of some of”
thesé baptized is attributable to the labors
of others before me.

In my travels I have ministered in Oma-
ha, Nebraska; Council Bluffs, Magnolia,
Harlan, Lake City and vicinity, Newton,
Farmington, Vincennes, Lamoni, Pleasant--
on, Mount Ayr, Keokuk, Montrose and Bur-
lington, in Towa; Rock Creek, Belleville,.
Alma, Alton, Jeffersonville, Springerton,.
Cisne, Hard Scrabble, Brown, Caudle, Chap-
man, Dry Fork, Lewiston, Canton, St.
Davids, Bryant, Peoria, Kewanee and Plano,.
in Illinois.

During my labors I have felt the good
Spirit to be with me to aid and comfort me.

" I assisted in blessing children and confirm-

ing members, Have also administered to
the sick, sometimes with immediate benefit,
at other times without any apparent help to-
the sufferers. I have solemnized three

‘marriages, and with the assistance of Bro.

Hyrum C. Bronson, President of the Dis-
trict, have organized a Branch at Peoria,
where I delivered a course of lectures with:
considerable liberty.

I am still subject to the will of the Lord,.
whatever he may appoint for me,

Plano, Ill., April 7, 1875,

Br. G. H. Hilliard, of South- Eastern
Illinois, reported :
To the President and Brethrenin Comference-

4 assembled :—1 beg leave to submit the fol-

lowing report: The callsfor preachingare
more than can be filled by the few Elders
in the District. There has never been so-
good an opportunity as now for preaching
the word in the District. We have been
visited by Brn. Blair and Forscutt during
the past year. We have been blessed and
instructed by their labors. There are but
few active Elders in our District, and we
would be glad to have an efficient Elder sent:
among us to labor this summer. I thinka
good work could be done. The spirituali
condition of the Saints is not as good ag it:
might be, but we hope to make an improve-
ment. God has truly blessed our labors in
the past. The brethren at our last Confer-
ence expressed a willingness and desire to-
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Jabor in the Master’s cause, and we hope it
may be successfully carried out. Br. Kel-
ley’s relatives in Johngon county think he
-could do a good work there, and they are
anxious that he should come and preach
-among them. We hope to grow spiritually,
and see many more added to our numbers,
-and finally be made perfect through Christ,
As ever, I shall work and pray for this end.
G. H. HiLriarp.

Plano, I11., April Tth, 1875.

Br. W. H. Hozledine, of St. Louis
District, said:

I am happy to represent such a noble peo-
ple as the Latter Day Saints. The Spirit
«of the Lord was poured out in a great de-
gree at our last District Conference, and
*the priesthood are endeavoring to obey the
teachings of the Spirit of the Lord. Get
‘these active and the people will follow. My
heart is as earnest in the work as ever. We
-expect still better times, still greater bless-
ings. .

Br. J. 8. Patterson:

I received no Mission from last fall Con-

ference. I have attended Two Day Meet-

“ings and Conferences in the Kewanee Dis-

“trict and have done some local labor. Have

received much assistance of the Holy Spirit,
*One young girl, long confined by sickness,
was baptized and healed, so that the next
morning she was well. Have done all that
‘my circumstances would allow. Iam atthe
~disposal of the Conference.

‘Br. Robert Davis, of Canada:

Two years ago I was assigned a field and
*have been continually in it. Saints have
not enjoyed the Spirit as they should, but I
see an improvement since the incoming of
1875. The are openings in all parts. Bap-
tized a colored Methodist preacher and
-seven of his followers. Baptized thirteen
since last October. Have also preached in
‘Michigan. Expect to return to Canada.
Believe that great good can be done there,
“but some trouble exists. Have traveledabout
fourteen hundred miles in the work since
‘last report, and preached about fifty times,
Administered to the sick with good results,
T am willing to go where the Church sends

me.

President J. Smith said that the chief
-cause of difficulty in Canada was from
a prejudice, and an opposition against
-church association, and of fellowship
wwith the colored race. The subject will
come up when that Mission is reached,
and I hope it will be thoroughly inves-
tigated. It is, in my opinion, high time
that the Church rose to the broad plane
-of hnman rights vouchsafed in the gos-

ipel.

Hymn 225 was sung. Benediction -
by Br. Wm. H. Kelley.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON,.
APRIL 71E.

President Joseph Smith in the chair.
Sung hymn 720. Prayer by Elder J.
R. Lambert.

The hour of free discussion was open-
ed by Br. James Hunter reading Isa. 14 :
32; 42:6; 4:5; Mich. 3 :5; Maté.
20: 22,

Br. J. H. Lake spoke upon the sub-
ject considered yesterday,—that of mem-
bers withdrawing from the Church,and
alluded to the case supposed by the .
President. He said that if this case
would warrant permission to withdraw

‘quietly, then it would be similar to set-

ting aside the ordinance of baptism in
former days. It looks like bending the
law to suit the creature. I cannot get
my mind to consent to granting this
privilege. I consider it a matter of too
much importance, and that it would be
throwing the doors wide open to allow
members to withdraw without due in-
vestigation or trial. '

Br. J. B. Lambert desired to learn
something concerning ordinations, and

-referred to the revelations of God, read-

ing, “whosoever would reap, let him
thrust in his sickle and reap.” I un-
derstand that though the brother has
such desire, yet that it is to be revealed
what work God has for him to do. I be-
lieve that men should be called by reve-
lation or prophecy.

Br. M. H. Forscutt presented the fol-
lowing motion:

Resolved, Thatin the opinion of this meet-
ing no member should be expelled from the

‘Church, nor their names dropped from the

Church Record, without such member hav-
ing been first tried before a legally consti-
tuted court of the Church, or properly noti-
fied to appear, by an officer of the Church.

Br. Caffall said:—1It is quite possible
that a member should remove sixty
miles from the Branch and subsequently
request erasure of name. This will bring
a formal trial, but involves great difficul-
ties on the part of the officers. How is
it to be performed? It appears to me
that by such request a member forfeits
his right and should be released. There
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is a difference between such cases and
those where offences have been commit-
ted.

Br. Wm. H. Kelley said that this is a
matter of practical importance. The fact
of a member being far off or near by does
not affect the case of a person requesting
to have their name taken off. Ifa mem-
ber can have a name taken off to-day—
he could to-morrow ask to have his name
replaced—without going through the
ordinary form. No individual who is
in full fellowship could desire to have
his or her name erased—if so, it is an
evidenee of apostasy.

Br. Blair read the 22d and 234 para-
graphs of section 42, Book of Covenants.
In it is found the principle to regulate
all these matters. To my mind here is

the law and the only one regulating ex-
" pulsion; but in no sense are the mem-
bers to aet as judge or jury in the case,
nor to arrogate to themselves power not
belonging to them. The officers are to
watch over the flock. I do not under-
stand that the Priest or Teacher is un-
der obligation to visit members at a dis-
tance.

Br. Hilliard said it would be the duty
of the President of the Branch to call a
- Qotirt of Elders.

Bt. F. L. Kelley said that he felt that
as a church we did not give as much at-
tention to members who thonght of with-
_ drawing as we should. Believes that to
obtain a retraction of the wish to have
the name erased, would be worth all the
trouble taken in accomplishing it. Be-
lieves we should do all in eur power to
retain members.

Br. Lake inquired whether it would
be lawful in 2 case of appeal from a Dis-
triet Conference to carry it before anoth-
er Conference of the same District, or
from one court to another of similar
power.

The hour expired ; business resumed.

After the close of the hour’s free dis-
cussion, Br. Banta introduced a resolu-
tion on the Gathering, requesting it to
be made the special order of business
Friday afternoon. No objection being
made it was so ruled by the chair.

Br. George Shaw, of Canada, report-
ed:

I am sorry to have to say to this Confer-
ence that I have not filled the Mission to
Nova Scotia assigned me by the April Con-
ference of 1874, but have labored in the
Kent and Elgin District ag the way opened.
Assisted Br. Robert Davis in confirming
twelve members, blessed several children,
I am willing to fill the Nova Scotia Mission,
if this Conference see proper to send me
there. Grorge W. SHAW.

DISTRICT REPORTS.

Northwest Missours District :

Five Branches, total 147 members, in-
cluding 1 High Priest, 19 Elders, 4 Priests,
8 Teachers, 5 Deacons, 6 baptized since last
report. James Kemp, president; James
Wood, clerk,

Br. Albert Bishop reported as dele-
gate:

Concerning the Northwest Missouri Dis-
trict, I am glad to say that prospects are:
gomewhat brightening. At our last Quar-
terly Conference held in March, 1875, a.
good time was had,—more peaceful and’
orderly than many Conferences,~—and much-
of the good Spirit was manifest. The De:
Kalb Branch, the largest Branch in the:
District, is now enjoying peace, and most
of its members are feeling well, and are do-
ing all-they can to encourage each other—
nor are they unmindful that help financial-
ly is wanted, and in this way they are wil-
ling to do their best, and are beginning to
create a fund for the benfit.of the traveling
ministry, and to help the needy. The Saints
are well aware of what has happened in the:
past, and there appears a desire amongst
the majority of the Saints comprising the-
Northwest Missouri to profit from the past,
and strive to do better in the future, There-
has been recently three added by baptism
in the De Kalb Branch. Since the sub--
division of the old Northwest Missouri Dis-
trict, our District, which still retains, the
name of the Northwest Missouri District, is
comparatively small, yet we have plenty of”

territory, and we hope by God’s blessing to-

make a good record of ourselves.. Priests:
and Elders, with few exceptions, have en-
gaged to labor all they can to preach the-
gospel. . ArperT BiszoP.
Central Missourt District, no report.
Decatur, (lowa), Dzstmct no report:

Br. Blair spoke of the favorable con--
dition of the work in that Distriet, in
which is located the Lamoni Branch,

Litile Sioux District, Towa:

Six Branches—Magnolia, Little Sxoux,,
Unionburg, Scldier Valley, Spring Valley
and Six Mile Grove. Total 287 members,
including 1 Apostle, 3 High Priests, 5 Sev- .
enties, 88 Llders, 11 Priests, 6 Teachers, 5
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Deacons, Since last report, 19 baptized, 8
received by letter and vote, 4 expelled, 2
died. Netincrease2l. Donald Maule, Clerk.

Br. P. Cadwell said of the Distriet,
that some little difficulty prevailed, but
the Saints are generally feeling well.
Br. Lambert has held a discussion with
a Mr. Savage with good results.

Pottawattamic District, Towa:

Six Branches—Council Bluffs, Crescent
City, North Pigeon, Boomer, Wheeler’s
Groveand North Star, making a total, with
scattered members, of 386, including 1
Apostie, 1 High Priest, 5 Seventies, 47 El-
ders, 10 Priests, 8 Teachers, 7 Deacons.
Sinoce last report 9 baptized, 5 received by
letter, 1 died. Net gain 13. James Caffall,
President ; Frederick Hanson, Clerk.

Br. Caffall said that the econdition of
the District was not at all flattering—not
one Elder out of the forty-seven, whose
entire time is spent in the ministry, and
not more than three who make it a point
to go out and preach every Sunday. A

splendid field of labor however in that
region, and I will do all T can in those
arts.

Br. Joseph Smith explained why there
were so many KElders there—said it
caught the drift of* the Reorganization
both ways.

Kewanee District, Ilinois:

Hyrum C. Bronson, President, reported
about 450 members. Spiritual conditionas
good as formerly—in some parts better.
Throughlaborsof Br. Forscutt a Branch was
organized at Peoria. More promised to be
baptized this week. Knew of but one Branch
where there was any local difficulty. Had
no report from Br, J. F. Adams, of Iowa
Sub-District, ;yet learns that they are pros-
pering. Spoke of a resolution looking to a
setting apart of the Towa Sub-District, and
Buffalo Prairie Branch, Illinois, a8 a separ-
ate District. . In the District Conference it
was laid over for six months,

Br. J. L. Adams reported his labors
in the Kewanee Sub-District:

Ways and opportunities are open in vari-
ous directions for preaching. Have bap-
tized ten persons, and in company with Br,
Edward Larkey have assisted in baptizing
four. Br. Jerome Ruby has also been
preaching some.

Northern Nebraska District, no repors.
- Central Nebraska District:

Three Branches—Columbus, Shell Creek
and Deer Creek. Total 61 members, 2 High
Priests, 9 Elders, 4 Priests, 1 Teacher, 1

Deacon. Charles Derry, president; George
W. Galley, clerk.
LFastern Nebraska Districe:

Four Branches, Platte Valley and three
others, Total 124 members. Gain since
last report 23, loss 6. Hans Nielson, clerk.

Br. Caffall said that this District is
slowly recovering from the effeets of in-
ternal broils. Some excellent Saints are
laboring to the utmost of their ability
for the furtherance of the cause. There
are plenty of fields of labor, but laborers
are few. Hopes ere long to report a
more favorable condition.

North Kansas District, no report
Des Motnes, (lowa), District :

Four Branches—Newton, Independence,
Pleasant Grove and Des Moines. Total 140
members, including 17 Elders, 5 Priests, 5.
Teachers and 2 Deacons. 1 baptized, 2 ex-
pelled.

Br. Alfred White, (President), said
this District was flourishing, and no
difficulties existing. Needed help in
filling openings presenting. Letter from
Br. N. Stamm reported having baptized
two.
8t. Louis District :

Eight Branches, (no names) 499 mem-
bers, including 3 High Priests, 1. Seventy,
40 Elders, 15 Priests, 15 Teachers and 10
Deacons. Four baptized; 1 received, 2died.
Name of Greenwood Branch changed to Al-
ton, and Dry Hill to Cheltenham. Five
Branches have Sunday. Schools in good
working order. Thos. R. Allen, Clerk.
South-FEastern Illinois District :

Six Branches-—Dry Fork, Brush Creek,
Elm River, Little Wabash, Deer Creek and
Springerton. Total 195 members, including-
1 High Priest, 11 Elders, 5 Priests, 5 Teach-
ers, 8 Deacons. Since last report, 50 bap-
tized, 14 received, 9 removed, 8 died. 1. A.
Morris, Clerk.

G. H. Hilliard, President, said that
the spiritual condition of this District.
was not as good as it should be, but no
serious trouble prevails, With Br.
Isaac Morris, I have labored in Johnson
county, and we baptized ten there. In
Indiana, was challenged to discuss, but
my opponent would not accept the prop-
ositions. We dre huilding a house of
worship at Springerton, Have been
blessed with success, bub not without:
opposition.

Southern Indiana District :
Five Branches—Eden, Union, Low Gap,.
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Pleasant Ridge and New Trenton. Total
127 members, including 1 Seventy, 9 Elders,
5 Priests, 3 Teachers and 2 Deacong. Ten
baptized since last report, 1 received. No
losses. We believethe work to be on a very
fair footing, with fair prospects ahead. A
resolution of our last Conference requests
the General Conference to return Br. W. H.
Kelley to our country. Harbert Scott, Pres.,
J. 8. Constance, Clerk.

Br. Kelley spoke of the labors of Brn.
B. V. Springer, Columbus Scott and I.
P. Baggerly in this District, and of the
good seed sown by them. Hoped some
good man would go into that field to
veap. He had found an excellent field
in Southern Indiana, and there should
be an effort made to keep up the inter-
est. Br. Bell also testified of the work
there.

Br. J. Smith, in reply to a question
respecting havmg pictures hanging on
the walls, said that he was not a pieture
Worshiper, yet he was a lover of pictures
of absent friends and familiar scenes.
When troubled or bowed down he could
look up. at his array of faces and gain
comfort and relief, and yet not be a wor-
shiper of them; for I bow my knee to
none but my God. I do not practice
nor believe in dancing, because it leads
from proper and more spiritual exercises.

Hymn 222 was sung and the benedic-
tion pronounced.

EVENING SESSION.
APRIL Trm.

Sung hymn 357, prayer by Br. J. S.
Patterson, who also read part of the
fourth chapter of Matthew. Preaching
by Br. J. R. Lambert. A short' but
very pleasing discourse. Sung hymn
:87. Benediction by Br. John Chisnall.

THURSDAY MORNING.
APRIL 8ra.

Prayer meeting at nine o’clock in
charge of Br. James Hunter.

Conference at ten o’clock. - Prayer by
Br. A. M. Wilsey.

Reading of District reports continued.
Fremont (Jowa) District :

Eleven Branches—Mill Creek, Fremont,
Plum Creek, Elm Creek, Palmyra, Platte
River, Nebraska City, Liberty, Nephi, Glen-
wood and Farm Creek. Total 410 members,
including 4 High Priests, 2 of the Seventy,

_done.

38 Elders, 12 Priests, 13 Teachers and 8
Deacons. The Distriet is in a fair condition,
and a good prospect of improvement for the
future. Scattered members are not reported
in the above. Wm. Redfield, president;
Wm. Leeka, clerk.

Br. Leeka said that the condition of
this District was very favorable.

Br. Coffall said that this District is
very large, and there is a great deal of
room for preaching, but very little being
Some difficulties heretofore ex-
isting have been settled.

Br. Jos. Smith spoke of some old time
Saints removing from Western Towa to
Minnesota, who- deserve to have an El-
der visit them.

Br. Kelley spoke on the same subject.

Br. Carl Gross, of Nevada, spoke
of the condition of affairs there, and
very feelingly of his experiences and de-
gires in and for the work.

The Secretary having yesterday’s min-
utes now prepared, read them, and upon
some slight corrections they stood ap-
proved.

DISTRICT REPORTS.

North-Eastern Wisconsin District

One Branch. Total members in the Dis-
trict 72, including 2 of the Seventy, 10 El-
ders, 2 Priests, 1 Teacher; 1 baptized, 2
removed, 2 died. We have had four Branch-
es, but through joining the preséent existing -
Branch, and for other reasons, we have now
but one. Some are not living faithfully and
are cold, but most of the Elders are trying
to labor as their circumstances permit. Not
near the work is being done that ought to
be, and our prayer is that God will unloose
the hands of his Elders to proclaimthe gos-
pel to the honestin heart, W. S. Montgom-
ery, president; Peter Harris, clerk.

Br. J. M. Wait said that the Saints
in his Distriet are getting out of the
troubles they have been in. The Elders
have a desire to labor in the vineyard,
but none are at full liberty to devote
their time to it. Spoke of Br. D. B.
Rasey’slabors there. The Saints of this
Branch (Wolf River) are erecting a
house of worship at Binghamton.

Br. M. Lampert said he had spoken
some in this District, and had met en-
couragement for the work. Had preach-
ed in Horicon. Brethren at Oshkosh
wish some able Elder to come into that
country.
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Br. 8. V. Bailey, of Michigan, said
that State was an excellent field for
preaching, and a great change had taken
place in the minds of the people in favor
of the work. In two neighborhoods a
good influence has been ereated by read-
ing the Book of Mormon. Br. H. C.
Swmith has done what he could consider-
ing his feeble health. 'We need some
steady and efficient laborer. I will do
all that I ean.

Pittsfield (1llinois) District:

Three Branches—Pitisfield, New Canton,
and Alma. Total 55 members; 16 scattered;
1 Seventy, 5 Elders and 8 Priests. C. Mills,
Ppresident.

Br. Mills reported this Distriet by
letter :

To the Brethren and Saeints assembled at
the Annual Conference. Dear brethren in
Christ:—I hereby make a report of my la-
bors in the gospel in my District. It is not
80 good as 1 wish, but as it is I have done
all I could under my present circumstances.
I have held meetings every Sunday since
last report. In April last I baptized two,
in August one, in November five, making
eight in all; organized one Branch, called
the Alma Branch ; ordained one Priest, and
blessed three children. I have oft times
administered to the sick, and in many cases
very successfully., I have tried to do all I
could in spreading the truth and to open up
new places, and have made one new opening
which I think will result in much good to
the cause, for I think there will be a good
Branch raised up there. Many are investi-
gating, and some have said that as soon as
it was convenient they would obey, for they
were satisfied that we had the truth. I
have also distributed tracts for them to
read. Some have asked if we preach free,
how we can afford it, and how we make our
living. I answered that God did not let his
servants go hungry or in want while in His
service. The District is now beginning to

" lookina better condition than for some time.

We would like if it was so you could send
some one to help us in this District, for there
are more calls than I can possibly fill. With
this I send the District Report, and ever re-
main your servant in Christ, C. MiLts.

Pittsfield, 111, April 4, 1874,

Spring River (Kansas) District : No
report.

Northern Iilinois District:

Fourteen Branches. Total 539 members,
including 8 of First Presidency, 2 Apostles,
1 Bishop, 8 High Priests, 5 of the Seventy,
88 Blders, 12 Priests, 10 Teachers, 7 Dea-
cons. Bince last report 25 have been bap-
tized, 20 received by letter and vote, 21

removed, 5 have been expelled and 13 died.
H. A. Stebbins, president ; Valentine White,,.
clerk,

Br. H. A. Stebbinsreported : A near-
ly general state of harmony prevails
among the Saints. Among the world
there are many calls for preaching, with
some excellent openings for presenting
the gospel, and good promise exists of
congiderable addition to the Church. As.
President, I have labored. almost contin-
ually, though of late other duties have
kept me from the field. Brn. Joseph
Smith, W. W. Blair, E. Banta and
Charles Williams have done some work
outside of local labor, Brn. Blairand Wil-
liams especially. Branch officers and oth-
er Elders are doing fair amount of loeal la-
bor generally. We intend still to prose-
cute the work, the Spirit of God being
our guide and instructor in the ways of
peace and truth.

Nova Scotia District, no report.

CANADA MISSION.

Br. Geo. Shaw said that Br. B. C. Briggs.
had lately visited Canada, and Br. Briggs.
claims that he has succeeded in settling
the difficulties heretofore existing be-
tween the white and colored members. He
had visited and labored some in connec-
tion with Br. Davis.. Found quite aspirit
of inquiry in Dover, and thinks that a
good work can be done there. Spoke of”
an effort made there last Sunday to or-
ganize a Branch. Several colored Saints
at that time gave a very excellent ex-
perience. These may do much good yet
among their brethren.

Br. B. Davis corroborated the testi-
mony of Br. Shaw; said that there are
some able men in Canada; but heis the
only Elder who can spend all or most of”
the time in the ministry.

Br.J. Smith said he hoped the breth-
ren would prepare themselves to investi-
gate the subject of the work in Canada.
‘We are good-natured now, and I think
we can diseuss the question in good feel-
ing. I have strong feelings on the sub-
ject, yet hold my views in perfeet good
feelings toward those who may differ-
from me.

Br. Elisha Culver, of Vermont, thought
that if an Blder would visit there, good:
would result and many be made glad.
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Northwest Indiana District, no report.

Br. ¢ W. Prettyman said that he had
been laboring some, but his circumstan-
ces did not permit his doing much.
Prejudices formerly existing have been
removed, and people are willing to hear.

Nauvoo and String Prairie District:

Twelve Branches, Farmington, Keokuk,
Montrose, String Prairie, Vincennes, Croton,
Pilot Grove, Northfield, Rock Creek, Elvag-
ton, Burlington (American), and Burlington
{German.) 331 members, 1 Apostle, 3 High
Priests, 1 Seventy, 14 Elders, 7 Priests, 10
Teachers, 5 Deacons. 45 have been bap-
tized, 6 have been received by letter and
vote, 18 have removed, 4 expelled, 3 died.
J. H. Lake president ; Samuel Ferris, clerk,

Br. J. H. Lake said that in this Dis-
trict are many tried and true Saints.
At Rock Oreek they are building a place
of worship. At Keokuk they have sold
their house and are trying to build an-
other. Contrasted the former condition
in the feelings of the people of Farming-
ton with the present favorable state of
affairs, when many are willing to help
them build a house of worship there.
District generally in fair condition.
Some trouble in Burlington Branch, bus
«©Xpect soon to see it settled.

Br. Wmn. Anderson said that circum-

stances had prevented his going to Cali-
~fornia;-as appointed; but still “has-it in
iis mind to go West, if nothing prevents.
His inclinations lead that way.
Philadelphia District :

Three Branches, Philadelphia, “South
Bethlehem and Hyde Park—total 78 mem-
sers. Condition of the District is fair, with
a good prospect of increase of membership.
Elders are awakening to. their duties. J.
Stone, president; R. Cameron, clerk.

This District also presented a request
for the addition of the Brooklyn, N. Y.,
Branch to it.

Welsh Mission:

Nine Branches, and a total of 155 mem-
bers, including 2 of the Seventy, 45 Elders,
12 Priests, 1 Teacher, 3 Deacons. 16 bap-
tized, 7 expelled, 8 died. John T. Davies,
Jpresident.

(For account of labor dome, see Br.
Davies’ report.)—Sec’y.
Colorado Mission:
. One Branch, Denver City, 12 members,

dncluding four Elders.
president ; George O. Kennedy, clerk.

Fred. C. Warnky, |

BRANCH REPORTS.

Yellow River, Indiana: :

Eighteen members, 4 Elders, 1 Priest, 1

"Teacher, 1 Deacon. - In good condition.
Amandae Branch, Ohio:

Organized the past year. 14 members, 2
Elders, 2 Priests, 1 Teacher, 1 Deacon. M.
B. Williams, president.

Syracuse, Ohio:

Fifty-two members, 6 Elders, 1 Priest, 2
Teachers. 80 baptized since last report and
ldied. David Hopkins, president; Thomas
Matthews, clerk.

President Smith called attention to
items of business which would be called
up, naming them in order.

Brn. Forscutt and Wait moved that
no new business be allowed to be intro-
duced after to-morrow noon.

Br. Blair spoke in opposition to the
motion, arguing that it would be impoli-
tic to pass such an order, and reasoned
in behalf of some who were expected to
come in the latter part of the week.

Br. Patterson offered an amendment
looking to the permission of such who
may come in later in the week-—no sec-
-ond.

The previous question being called,
the vote was taken, and President Smith
decided that the ayes haveit. Adjourn-
ed till half-past one ».M.  Sung, “This
-Grod-is the God we-adore.”

THURSDAY AFFERNOON.
APRIL 8rm,

Sung hymn 30. * Prayer by Bishop I.
L. Rogers. Sunghymn 614. Pres. W.
W. Blair in the chair. . He requested
the brethren to be prompt, kind and cours-
eous during the hour of free discussion.

Question presented was: “ Is not the
word branch an improper term to apply
in designating organized churches of the
Church of Christ?”

Br. Lake said that he did not remem-
ber of reading any place where the Lord
called his Church a “Branch.” Read
from B. of C. ,

Br. Hilliard preferred to call the minor
organizations of the Church “branches.”

Br. Anderson quoted several placesin
B. of C. where the word “‘churches” oc-
curs. :

Br. Stebbins quoted see. 104 : 17, 33,

on the word “branches.”
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Br. Bronson quoted sec 17 : 16.

Br. Patterson quoted sec. 72 : 4.

Br. Chisnall argued in favor of the
word **branch.”

Br. Kelley thought that the idea con-
veyed was the main thing, and that both
terms are admisgable. )

Br. White read sec. 17:25, 26,

Br. Wait thought the terms synon-
ymous, and that all controversy on the
subject was futile.

Br. Torscutt read see. 72 : 4, and in-
quired whether the 1ldersrecognized this
law as binding on them or not.

Br. Hilliard presented and spoke in
favor of the following resolution: That
the words “doubstful” and “bad standing”
should not be used in Branch reports.

Br. Caffall was willing to let the words
“Branches” and “ Churches” stand as
they are. Thought something definite
should be said on the point of erasing
names from Church records. (Consider-
ed also that the question of rendering
accounts to the Bishop to be of impor-
tance, and should receive attention.

Br. Davis fully endorsed this view.
Said that there was a better disposition
to support the ministry, and thinks that
accounts should be strictly kept and ren-
dered.

Br. Bailey spoke of the necessity of
financial and spiritual order. Consider-
ed that the financial interest of the
Church should receive more of our at-
tention. ;

Br. Lanphear said that he had gener-
ally rendered an account to the Bishop.

Br. Cooper thought the paragraph in-
volved several important questions which
should be considered.

Br. Forscutt read sec. 72:1, and ar-
gued that the Lord gave a law regulat-
ing the office of Bishop, and also a law
regulating the Elders dealing with the
Bishop.

Regular business session resumed.
Secretary read the report of President
Blair’s labors as follows: '

From close of Conference of April, 1874,
to May 7th, following, was engaged with
committee oun tracts. Took a short Mission
to Mission Branch. From 18th to 16th of
May read manuscripts and proof-sheets for
tracts, at Plano.” On the 16th and 17th of
May, preached at Batavia. From 18th to

28d, writing for tracts and for Herald. 24th
and 25th at Batavia, preaching. -From 25th
of May to June 9th, was engaged on tract
committee, and in preaching at Sandwich
and Greenfield school-house. On' the 9th,
started for Nauvoo and St. Lounis. In St.
Louis and vicinity I labored till July 8th,
preaching in the city, West Belleville, Gra-
vois, and Dry Hill. Onthe 8th of July went
to Alma Mines, where I staid till the 11th
July, held council meeting, and preached
twice. From Alma went to Wayne County,
Illinois. In this County, and -in White
County, I labored in connection with Brs.
Green, Hilliard, and others, till July 22d,
with fair success. My next point was Floyd
and Clark Counties, Indiana. I labored in
these Counties, as also in Crawford and
Perry Counties, with good result, till the
18th of August. From this field I went to
Jefferson County, Indiana, where I had
preached some in 1870. My labors were
confined, chiefly, to one point, Union school-
house, yet I preached once in the city of
Madison, in the Methodist Church. I left
this field September Ist, for Amanda, Ohio.
At Amands and vicinity I preached and
beld meetings five times. On the Tth of
September started for my home, reaching
there on the 8th. Remained laboring about
home till September 17th, when I went to
the Council Bluffs Conference. Returning
home from Conference September 25th, I
labored at Sandwich, Amboy, Mission, and
Plano, till November 4th. November 5th
Br. 8tebbins and myself went to Marengo,
and thence to Pecatonica, where we remain-

ced till the 13th, laboring with fair results.

Qur next point was Janesville, Wisconsin.
I remained here with Br. Stebbins till the
19th, preaching at Porter, and in the United
Brethren Chapel, near Br. O. N. Dutton’s.

Leaving Br. Stebbins to continue our
work, I went on to Burlington, Wisconsin,
at which place and vicinity I remained, la-
boring, up to the 80th, when I returned
home.  From this time up to January 20¢h,
labored at Sandwich, Plano, Mission, and
Kewanee.

On the 24th of January I began a series
of meetings in Pecatonica and the Grove
two and a half miles sonth. T continued
my efforts here till February 22d, and was
blessed in them. From that time till this I
have labored in Sandwich, Plano, Marengo
and Mission Branches. Not a little of my

- time for the last year has been devoted to

reviging and writing tracts, in connection
with the committee, as also in writing for
the Herald, and in duties pertaining to my
calling as a Counselor, and a8 a member of
the Board of Publication.

My efforts in preaching have generally,
if not always, been blessed of God. A good-
ly number have been baptized, though few,
if any, by my hands.
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Br. J. V. Roberts, one of the music
committee, sent the following report:

T'o the Brethren attending the Annual Con-
JSerence, greeting :(—I1, as a member of the
Music Committee, submit the following re-

ort.

P In selecting tunes for the different hymns
in the Saints’ Harp, I have adopted the fol-
lowing plan: 1st, I take the number of
measures ;  2nd, the number of bhymns of
each measure, including peculiar or acci-
dental; and 3rd, select as great a variety of
tunes as possible for each measure. For
the 223 C. M. hymns, I can select 24; for
the 222 L. M. hymns 20; for the 80 S. M.
hymns, 10 good tunes. In like mannerI
have more or less tunes selected for the great
variety of measures in the Saints’ Harp.
There are some few hymna in the Harp so
peculiar that I have not, as yet, been able
to find tunes for them in any author. Iam
selecting principally from A. D. Fillmore’s
Works. Iocan,ifnecessary, send up alistof
all the tunes I have selected, but many may
be new to you, and unless you had the mu-
gic you could not tell of their quality. If
you intend to have a music book published,
it may be proper to get the consent of the
different authors we select from, so as not
to infringe upon the rights of any one. Iam
willing to do all that I can to make the en-
terprise a suceess. If we get up a tune book,
I want it to contain the best selection of
tunes extant. Let the Saints one and all
agsist. If any can offer a good tune, send
it.up, and we will.all learn to.sing it.

Yours, James V. RoBERTS.

Plum Hollow, Yowa, March 18, 1875.

On motion of Brn. Forscutt and Caf-
fall, the Secretary was instructed to send
this report to Br. Norman W. Smith,
chairman of committee.

Br. I. L. Rogers, Bishop of the
Church, reported as follows:

Report of Bishop I. L. Rogers to the An-
nual Conference held April, 1875, at Plano,
Illinois. Beloved brethren of the Church in
Conference assembied :-—I make the follow-
ing Annual Report of the temporal condi-
tion of the Church, as shown by the receipts
and expenditures so far as they are known
to me, herewith presenting a statement of
not only my own transactions forthe Church,
but also those of my agents, as reported by
them:

Audited balance of tithing in Ap., 1814 $70 11
Received during the year..........c...u 3,793 95 $3 864 06
Expended for Church during year. 3,619 29
Balance of tithing April 1st, 1875 $?44 id
Audited balance of Utah Chapel Fund Apnl

1874, and yet on hand.....c.ceameeeenis $77

I request the Conference to say What ghall
be done with this Chapel Fund.

Danish Mission Fund received durmg 1he
year and yet on hand......... [

Account of Bishop’s Agents since their ap
pointment to March, 1875:

Name of District} Name of Agent.

Received| Paid out

«|John Traxler....| $89 89 | $85 65
iri J. W.Newberry.| 1783 77 | 128 50

S. W. Mo. and 8.
E. Kansas.:.....{Richard Bird....| 369 22 333 38
California ..|John Roberts....| 332 43 292 75

TFremont, Towa.... 3010 | 36 00

Wm. Leeka.......
Iowa..cvivunnenns 16 00 10 on
111 50 | 109 50

Nevada «ooovevennne 93 66 82 65

Cal.ieoiiiiiniiinns Richard Allen..| 185 50 191 87
Decatur, Towa...... Wilson Hudson| 151 85 36 25
Central Missouri..|A. J. Seeley......] 1215 9 30
Colorado.............. John Eilis....... 43 €0 43 00

§1608 5681858 85
Leaving a net balance.in the Agents
DARAB Of euireermrvunriressrisiravensansns $249 71

$1,608 66 $1,608 56

Nearly all disbursements of the Agents
have been made in their respective Districts,
and I look with much satisfaction upon this
method of each District endeavoring to care
for its own ministry and poor, believing
that timely efforts in giving, and wisdom as
God may give, in relieving wants, will be &
great advantage to the Church, and also
lessen the care and anxiety of the presiding
Bishop. I would here express my thanks
to the Agents for their prompt reporis.
Brethrenn Hans Nielson, of the Eastern Ne-
braska, and J. C. Mclntyre, of the North
Kansas Districts, report that they have had
no receipts or expenditures The only Ag-

| ent not reporting since his appointment is

Br. A. J. Odom, of the Florida and Alabam&
Distriect.
The account of the Church with the Her-

ald Office stands as follows:
Church Dr. to Herald Office, as per re-

port to General Conference of Sept.

1874 ..$22 90
Bills allowed by said Conference.. 276 39
By balance on accounts............
By receipts at Herald Office..
Balance due the Church

#4500 §550 59

Reques‘ting that a committee be appointed
to examine my books and report, I remain

“respectfully yours,

Israkr L. Rocurs, Bishop.
H. A. StepBINs, Sec'y.

On motion, the report was referred to
a committee.

Br. H. A. Stebbins, Church Record-
er, reported:

“Brethren in Conference:—1I1 have only to re-
port that I have done some work upon the
General Church Record during the past win-
ter; and also that I have instituted quite a
correspondence with Disiriet and Branch
officers on the subject. I have, in conse-
quence, quite a collection of reports not yet
eniered, and other corrections are constant-
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1y being made and sent in in answer to my
letters of inquiry. It was with some reluct-
ance that I took hold of the task, but, for
the short time I have worked, I am en-
couraged at the prospect of having in time
a complete record, and of being able to
make a satisfactory statistical report of the
Church. I found that quite an effort had
been made to this end prior to my taking
the work and good was the result generally,
while I also found peculiarities that have
made more labor for me.

T cannot at present make anything of a
statistical report, and as-it has at one time
been considered not the Recorder’s duty,
but that of another officer, I have not tried.
The books and papers pertainingto the office
of Church Secretary have remained idle for
aboutthree years,and so little has been done
on the Record for a year past, that I trust
that time will be given to whoever ig to do
this part of the work. In viewing the work
1 think that the office of Church Secretary
and Reccrder are so nearly related in the
duties required, that they might profitably
be combined, as no one is as well situated
to know the statistics of the Church as
the Church Recorder. Should I be sustain-
ed I shall continue to work, and if the ideas
promulgated through the Herald are accept-
able, it is probable that in another year we
may have quite a full report of Districts and
Branches at the Annual Conference.

I also present a request that payment be
allowed to me for twenty-four days’ labor
in this office, and also three dollars paid
for ink stand stamps, envelopes, &c. I
would also llke to know if I shall hereafter
present my bills tothe Bishop of the Church
ag provided in the case of the former Re-
corder. - I remain respectfully yours,

Hexry A. STEBBINS,
Church Recorder.
Plano, I11., April 6, 1875.

Report was referred to the same com-
mittee, who may be appointed to audit the
Bishop’s books, and report. Brn. Hazzle-
dine, Anderson and Wait were appoint-
ed said committee.

Br. Joseph. Smith, as chairman of
Committee on Church History reported
“No progress.”

On motion of Brn. Forscutt and Caf-
fall, resolved thas the report be accepted,
and the committee be requested to pre-
sent a formal report at the next Greneral
Conference.

Br. John Scott, Church Librarian, re-
ported :

To the President and Members in General
LConference assembled:—1 would hereby re-
port that since September 17, 1874, 27 vol-
umes have been added to the Church Libra-

e B 0L e
N

ry, 22 by donationand 5 by purchase, mak-
ing a total of 195 volumes in the Library.
Very respectfully submitted by your brother,
Joux Scorr, Librarian.
Plano, Illinois, April 5th, 1875.

The report was accepted.

Br. Forscutt asked the source of the
funds for purchase of books for library.

President Smith read the resolution
of April, 1874, authorizing the Board
of Publication to purchase books not to
exceed seventy-five dollars yearly out of
the funds of the Church.

On motion of Brn. Forscutt and Lake,
Resolved that the acceptance of the re-
port be g0 amended as to include the
thanks of the Conference to the donors.

On motion of Brn. Caffall and Fors-
cutt, a vote of thanks was tendered the
Librarian for his labors and care.

A motion entered for the purchase of
a new-library case was, upon statement
of Br. Secott that it was not necessary,
withdrawn, by consent of the body.

A petition signed by several members
of the Brooklyn Branch, (N. Y.), to
have their Branch transferred from the
Massachusetts District to the Philadel-
phia District, was referred back to these
members to be brought before the Branch
for its action, with instructions then to
refer the same to the former District.

A petition was read from the Branch
at Kirtland, Ohio, requesting several
counties in the northern part of the State
to be set apart as the Northern Ohio
District.

Br. W. H. Kelley objected to grant-
ing the petition on account of -the small
number of Saints in that section. Oth-
ers spoke upon the subject, and, on mo-
tion, the petltlon was refused to be grant-
ed.

Petition of the Allenville Branch,
Worth Co., Missouri, requesting to be’
detached from the Nodaway District and
attached to the Decatur Distriet, was
read.

Moved by Brn. Forscutt and Lambert,
that the petition be granted.

Brn. Chisnall and Caffall spoke on the
subject.

Br. Patterson urged an amendment
looking to the consent of the Districts
concerned.

Br. J. Smith read a case in point of
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transfer of a Branch from one District
to another, and argued the propriety of
inquiring fnto the reasons which may
actuate Branches in making such re.
quests.

Br. Lake spoke upon consulting the
Districts concerned.

Upon amendment of resolution the pe-
tition was granted, providing the Branch
has the approval of both of the Districts
named.

Secretary read a petition from the

-Central Missouri Distriet, asking for the
Counties of Caldwell and Livingston to
be attached to their territory.

Bra. Lanphear and Wilseyimoved that
the petition be granted.

Br. J. Smith read from minutes of
last General Conference the organization
of the Central Missouri and Northwest
Missouri Districts, giving their geogra-
phieal boundaries, He also explained
the manner of the former division of the
Distriet. Much discussion followed end-
ing thus:

On motion of Brn. J. Smith and Jas.
Caffall, Resolved that this question be
referred to a committee of three.

Brn: M. H. Forscutt, Alfred White,
and H. C. Bronson " were appointed” as

said committec.

President J. Smith appomted a prayer
meeting for evening, and Br.J. M. Wait
to have charge; also Br. O. P. Dunham
to have charge of meeting to-morrow
morning. Sung hymn 180, benediction
by Elder Davis.

THURSDAY EVENING, .
APRIL $ra.

Notwithstanding the rain the Saints
assembled in goodly number and enjoyed
a season of refreshing prayer and testi-
mony, being blessed by the presence of
the Holy Spirit. Klder Wait in charge.

Notice was given that a funeral dis
course would be preached to-morrow
noon by Elder Forscutt.

o be continued.

““He whe has a desire to bring souls to
Christ and thrusts in his sickle is called.”
He may not be an official member, but by
improving his talent to convert sinners, to
encourage souls in.the ways of righteous-
ness, by converse or any way, he is thrust-
ing in his sickle.

NOTICE.

‘When changing your place of residence, or desiring
your paper sent to a different post-office, be particular
in giving, in full, the name of the post-office, county,
and state where you had been last receiving it, and
distinctly state the name of the post-office, county and
state to which you wish your paper sent in the future,

If your paper has been going in a package, state
whose.

‘When mailing a letter, whether in a railroad car, on
a steamboat, or while visiting at a friend’s, in every
instance give your own address where you aretaking
your paper.

If your paper has been discontinued, state where
you have last been taking it, and the time it was stop-
ped.

‘When taking subscriptions for HEraLD and Hopx be
particular in giving the correct address of the “new
subscriber.”

Lewanli,

JOSEPH SMITH, - - - EDITOR.
M. B. OLIVER, ASSISTANT EDITOR.

Plano, I1l., May 1, 1875.

“How shall deeds, bequests and legacies be
made to the Church? Please answer.”

Any one wishing to make bills of sale,
notes, due bills or receipts, or other convey-
ances of personal property ; deeds, mortgag-
es trust deeds, wills, bequests, releases or
other conveyance of real estate to the use of
the Chureh, should, in all cases make such
ingtrument of writing to the “Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints.”

This is in accordance with the Articles
of Incorporation and the laws of Illinois,
in which State the mcorpomtlon was per-
fected. .

For deeds, the usual form in use in every
State is sufliciently plain to be understood
by almost every one wishing to make such
a devise to the Church. Wills and be-
quests inay be made in accordance with
the general forms in use in all States, being:
sure to make the gift or bequest to the “Re-
organized Church,” as above stated.

Tar 14th day of the first month has come
—and passed. Themidnight hour in which
Mr. Thurman and his followers fondly
waited for the coming of Jesus—has waxed
and waned. The dread expectancy of many
earnest, warm, honest hearts is over, and
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Jesus Messiah, we protest against this
setting of time, for it makes the very
doctrine itself a hiss and a by-word
among the unconverted, and causes men
to scoff at the idea of Christ coming, and
we add to our protest the more weighty
and definite one of Christ himself,
“Watch, therefore; for ye know not
what hour your Lord doth come”
“Take ye heed, watch and pray, for ye

know not when the time is.”
T. W. Smits,

MINUTES

OF THE

Annual Conference, April, 1875,

[Concluded from page 280.]

FRIDAY MORNING,
APRIL Sum,

Prayer-meeting at nine o’clock, eon-
ducted by Br. O. P. Dunham. Regular
session opened with prayer by Br. John
Beard. Hymn 1 wassung. President
Joseph Smith in the chair. He stated
that in aceordance with a resolution
passed yesterday, nc new business would
be allowed to be introduced after noon
to-day—not interfering of course with
the ordinary routine of business. The
Seuretary then read yesterday’s minutes.

Committee on petition from Far West
Branch, Missouri, reported as follows:

To the President and Brethren in General
Conference assembled :—We your committee
on appeal from J. D. Craven and W, T. Bo-
zarth for the granting of the territory of
Caldwell and Livingston counties, respect-
fully submit as follows: .

1st. We find from reports of the North-
West Missouri and Central Missouri Dis-
tricts, as rendered at last Semi-Annual Con-
ference, and published in Herald No. 20,
Vol. 21, that Livingston county already be-
longs to the Central Missouri District, and
can not therefore be granted, being already
posszessed.

2nd. That taking out the County of Cald-
well from the Northwest Missouri District
would not only violate the agreement be-
tween the two Districts at the time of the
division of the former District into the two
Districts now existing; but would also take
5 county clear out of the matural division

~ lines of counties, and that, therefore, the pe-
tition, in the judgment of your committee,
ought not to be granted.’

We further recommend the reconsidera-
tion and rescinding of the resolution of last-
fall Conference granting the privilege of an-
nexation of the Far West Branch with the
Central Missouri District, as such grant was:
in violation of the unanimous vote of the
Conference deciding Caldwell county, in
which Far West is situated, to belong to the
Northwest Missouri District. Respectfully,

Marx H. Forscurr,
H. C. Broxsox,
A. WHITE,

On motion of Brn. Hilliard and Dun-,
ham, the report was adopted and made
the order of the Conference, and the
committee was discharged.

The following letters having been re-

- Committee.

-ceived since  yesterday’s session, were

read—Josiah Ells:

To the Presidency and Members of the Church
of Jesus Christ of L. D. 8. in Conference as-
sembled, greeting:—Not being- privileged, as-
I had desired, to assemble with you, I here-
with present the report of my present con-
dition and future purpose. Regarding my
work in the ministerial field, I hope that T
realizethe responsibility of the trust commit-
ted to my charge, and desire to fulfill it to the
best of my ability. But while I am favored
with general good health, I find that time as
it passes in a measure enfeebles me. I am
no longer capable of the exertion of former
days, as I am now in the seventieth year of
my age. At times I feel my strength re-
newed as the eagle, and am for the time
vigorous, but the feeling is transient, not
enduring; therefore of extended efforts I

“am no longer capable. For thirty-seven

years I have been favored and duthorized
to proclaim peace and offer salvation and
life to the sons of men; and upon a review
of that time, I 8ee many things to regret re-
specting myself, but much to be thankful
for, having received many mercies,iwith the
watchcare and blessings from the hand of
a kind and indulgent Father. Therefore I
desire not only to continue in his love, but
to spend my remaining days (be they num-
bered as they may)in his cause; for the glad
tidings of the progress and extension of his
kingdom is my chief joy.

1 bear testimony io the truthfulness and
integrity of the Latter Day Kingdom, as
having been ordained by the Eternal God,
and, brethren, if we are not in all respects
as the angels, yet like them we should be
found faithful in every good word and work.
T can not realize that any men ever lived un-
der better conditions for the successfu work-
ing out of their salvation, than does the Re-
organized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, because if every man does not
git literally, as yet, under his own vine and
fig tree, with rone to make him afraid, yet
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every true Saint ig protected by the hand of
Almighty power, having the assurance ik
in trouble he will be with them and in eve-
ry temptation make a way for their escape.

Brethren, can not a people thus favored
bring again Zion? To us the Lordink
goodness has revealed the fact of his inten-
tion for its re-establishment, and further
declared that the set time to favor her hag
come. DBut two things are necessary in ihe
case, viz,, righteousness on the part of &
Saints, and the sanctioning hand of the gro
I Am, for it is written Zion’s converis shall
be redeemed by righteousness. That is
our part of the work, our qualifiation to the
blessing. This being effested, will the Loxd
withhold on his part? Now ihe challenge
on his part is fairly given.. “Try me aud
prove me herewith, and see if I will not
pour you out a blessing, that there shallnet
be room enough to contain it.”

Therefore, beloved, let us arise in the
strength of the Lord, shake ourselves from
the dust as the captive sons and daughters
of Zion. This is a practical work; let there
be bread in the store house of God, a stretch-
ing out of the hand unto those who are wi
ing, nay, anxious to go, and who have go
forth to gather sheaves for the garner
God. To this work every man and wemsn
can put their hand, can show forth their
feith by their deeds. Upon this hinges cur
BuCcess as a people, the triumphant estab-
lishment of the kingdom no more to hs
thrown down. This is the race set befors
us, and in the successful effort, the heavens
and men are earnest and anxious spectators,
Shall we do that for which we pray, nams-
1y, that the kingdom we have received may
go forth, that the will of the Father may be
done upon earth, as in heaven? Such &
people constitute Zion.

Praying that peace and harmony may in-
creasingly prevail in your counsels, and
that light and wisdom from the thromessf
Him who governéth all things according to
the counsel of his own will, be pre-eminent-
ly manifest in your assembly, T remain your
brother in the faith and assurance of the
gospel revealed by Jesus Christ,

’ Josiaxm Eris.
Alleghany City, Pa., April 6, 1875,

John Landers:

Br. I, L. Rogers:—Some {ime has passad
gince we have been favored with the enjoy-
ment of each other’s socisty, and T often
think how happily we have enjoyed our-
selves. I trust that the time is not far dis-
tant when I ghall be called from this field
of labor to a greater sphere of usefuln
I am now well advanced in my eighty-
year, yot I am by no means tived of laboring
here. I would like well to live yet & hun-
dred yesrs, to have no other care bui io
preach the gospel. der I grow the
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April Conference, 1874, appointing the
Church Recorder to act as Secretary ex-
officio, be adopted.

Bra. Forscutt and E. L. Kelley moved
‘a8 a substitute, that the Church Record-
«er be Church Secretary also.

Brn. W. H. Kelley and Banta viewed
the office as unnecessary, and the latter
asked to know the duties of said office.

President Smith read minutes of the-

April Conference of 1870 the reasons
for appointment, and the duties of said
office when Br. Forscutt was appoinsed.

President Blair explained that in the
development of the work importans cor-
respondence will arise, requiring an effi-
clent Church Secretary, and also other
duties require such an office. He also
heartily endorsed the appointment of Br.
Stebbins.

The resolution was unanimously adopt-
ed.

Br. Stebbins thanked the Conference
for their kindness and esteem.

The report of the Seventy’s Quorum
was read as follows:

Beport of the Quorum of Seventies.  Quo-
rum met on call, . G, Lauphear in the
chair. The President gave the following
report of the present situation of the mem-
bers as far as he could ascertain :

C. G. Lanphear, President; laboring in
his calling all of the time.

Dunecan Camypbell, one of the Seven Presi-
dents; laboring in Indiana, Michigan and
Canada.

Wm. H. Hartshorn; not preaching. His
-cgre and time taken in providing for his
Afamily. Is a worthy brother.

Thomas Revel; in good standing, and do-
“ng what he can in the eauss.

Frank Reynolds, Secretary; is earnestin
‘hig calling, and doing what he can,

J. M. Wait laboring as circumstances will
permit,

J. L. Adams has been preaching in Ili-
‘nois and Iowa the past winter, and had good
-§UCo8ss,

E. M. Wildermuth; preaching in the
‘Branch where he resides, and vicinity.

J. W. Gillen; laboring in Montana Ter-
sritory with good success,

C. H. Jones; preaching at Lamoni, Towa,
-and the region round about.

Nathan Lindsay; work in the ministry
:mot known.

Jeremiah Jeremiah, President of the Can-
“ton Branch, Hlinois; is doing what he can.

8.1, Ston\, preaching cccasionally in the
Amboy Branch Ilinois,

Thomas Jenkins; doing all he can. Re-
gides in Wales. Isin poor health.

J. T. Philips is preaching and having
good success.

B. V. Springer; laboring successfully in
Southern Indiana. Care of his family pre-
vents hig giving his whole time to the minis-
try.

G. W. Shaw; active as hiscircumstances
will permit, Has labored with good effect
in Canada. :

Wra. H, White; not known.
ence solicited.

Daniel Bowen ; reported on the Secretary’s
books as advanced in years. Is a goodand
worthy brother.

Otis Shumway; age about eighty-two.
Always had a good standing in the Church.
Preaching in the Branch and vicinity.

J. W. Roberts; extent of his labors not
known. Correspondence solicited.

Benjamin Leland ; correspondence as [to
hig labors solicited.

J. B. Lytle; supposed to be engaged in
the work to some extent.

James C. Crabb; is presiding over a Dis-
trict in Iowa.

Andrew Holisway; not known. Corres-
pondence solicited from any of the brethren
who can give information of his residence
or address,

David Jones; is thought to have moved
to the British possessions, and subsequently
to have returned to Iowa. If any of the
brethren know of his whereabouts, please
inform me.

George Hatt; has been preaching in Ne-
braska. Some difficulties between him and
the District authorities are pending.

Samuel Ackerly; reported by the breth-
ren in good standing. No report of preach-
ing.

C. F. Stiles; Preaching in the vicinity of
his home in Missouri and regions about.
Nearly in readiness to give all his time to
his calling,.

Jonathan Delap; is reported as not being
in fellowship in the Branch where he resides.

Jans Johnson; residence not known., I
would solicit information from any of the
brethren whe can give me hxs address and
staading.

A. B. Alderman ;
Branch when last heard from.
to labor in kis calling.

D. L. F. Bronson; no report of labor in
the ministry. I would request correspond-
ence with him ag to his purpose and desires.

Isaac Bogue; was appointed on a Mission
to Eastern Michigan at the last Annual Con-
ference; but I have received no report, and
would request correspondence.

Stephen Bull; is reported as not in fel-
lowship with the Branch where he resides.
Corregpondence solicited.

David Jones; supposed residence in the

Correspond-

was presm{mg over a
He desired
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State of Missouri. Is reporied on the Sec-
retary’s book in the field and ready to do
what he can.

George Rouch; no report. Residence
unknown. Any information about him will
be thankfully received.

Samuel Gurley; earnestly working in the
cause; presiding over a District in Iowa.

Robert Davis; time nearly all taken in
his calling. Has had good success.

Joseph C. Clapp; engaged wholly in the
ministry, Has had good success in all
places where he has labored.

James McKiernan; laboring with an
earnest desire to do all he can.

Glaud Rodger; on a Mission to Australa-
sig. Has been blessed in his ministry.

J. H. Hanson ; preaching in Kentucky and
the Southern States. Has had good suceess.

J. C. Foss; laboring in Maine. Has had
good success in his ministry.

C. G. McIntosh; desires to do all he ¢can
in his region, and expresses an earnest de-
sire for the cause. ;

C. W. Wandeli; on a Mission to Australa-
sia, in company with Glaud Rodger. Has
had great success in the cause. He was in
poor health when last heard from.

Joseph Lakeman; laboring with success
in Maine.

Andrew Hall; isacting as Bishop’s Agent
in Pottawattamie County, Towa.

John Thomas; no report of labors.
respondence solicited.

- J. T. Davies; on a Mission to Wales. Is
having good suceess in his Mission.

J. 8. Patterson; has been giving all the
time he could to the ministry with good sue-
cess. Is ready to devote his whole time, if
kis family can be cared for.

The present number of members is fifty-
two, as recorded on the Secratary’s book.
If there are any others knowing themselves
to have been ordained to the office of Seven-
ty, they are requested to inform the Presi-
dent and Secretary of the Quorum of the
same. -

There is in the Quorum from twenty to
twenty-five in active labor. Of the remain-
der, about fifteen or twenty laboring to
some extent, and a few no report of labors.
Signed C. G. Lanphear, president; Frank
Reynolds, Secretary.

1t was resolved that the above report and
the following resolutions be presented to
the Conference, and for publication in the
Herald.

Resolved, That the Quorum consider the
acts of the Buffalo Prairie, Iilinois, and
Leon, Iowa, Branches, in disfellowshipping
members of the Quorum, as being prema-
ture and illegal; as the charges and evi-
dences sustainihg them should first have
been presented to this Quorum. And we
hereby request that the officials of said
Branches present the charges and evidence

Cor-

to substantiate the same, to this Quorum for
our consideration. And we also further ve-
quest that all other Branches or Districts
in future having grievances against mem-
bers of this Quorum requiring trial, shail
refer said cases to us for adjudication.
Carried.

Wrereas, Much misunderstanding exists
regarding the legality of the ordinations of
gome of the Quorum, by reason of their hav-
ing been ordained at District Conferences;
therefore,

Resolved, That we request the present
Conference to settle the question as to the
legality or illegality of such ordinations.

Resolved, That the members of the Quo-
ram are hereby requested to correspond
with the President of the Quorum in regard
to their work in the ministry, and their con-
dition for acting in their calling, and to do
80 between this and the 10th of September,
1875.

Address: C. G. Lanphear, Sandwich, II-
linois.

Resolved, That we sustain C. G. Lanphear
ag President, and Frank Reynolds, Secre-
tary, together with all the members of the
Quorum in righteousness.

Resolved, That we sustain President Jo-
geph Smith, his Counselors, and all the oth-
er Quorams in righteousness.

Adjourned to meet at the call of the Presi-
dent. C. G. LANPHEAR, President.

J. 8. ParrErson, Sec., pro tem.

President Smith gave an account of
the standing and condition of several of
the members of this Quorum, as far as
known to him.

By request, the Secretary read the-
resolutions already handed in for consid--
eration of the Conference.

On motion of Brn. Chisnall and Brog--
son, the rule of an hour for free discus-.
sion was suspended during the remainder-
of this session.

Adjourned. Sunghymn 233. Bene-
diction by President Smith.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON.
APRIL 9711,

Sung hymn 190. Prayer by Pres.
Smith.

The following preamble and resolu-
tiong, heretofore made the special order
for this afternoon were read:

WHEREAS the impression seems to be
gaining ground and it is believed that this.
impression results from the prevalence of the
Spirit of the gathering; that the circumstan-
cez of the country and the condition of the
Church indicate that the time i come that
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there should be a gathering of the Saints in-
to a more centralized condition, and thatsuch
-gentralization ig demanded by the necessi-
ties of the Church and the genius of the Lat-
ter Day Work; and

Whereas the spiritual condition ig favera.
ble to sush gatmmg and whereas such a
.gathering contemplates the centralizing of
:{he chief authorities of the Church at as
-sarly a day as practisable, in order to the
more effectual work of the ministry, and
building up of the Church of Christ and the
Tocating of the “Publishing Denartment,”
Press and fixtures within the limits of ﬂuch
gathering plase; therefore, be it

Resolved, That there be acommittes of five
-appointed by this Conference, whose duty it
shall be to 1@16 the matter herein suggested
under consi aerwuon, and draft such resolu-
fiong a8 such consideration may make ap-
-parent to be wige ; and report st as early &
day as possible. Be it further

.Re(soh)ed That Joseph Smith and Wm,
W. Blair of the First Presidensgy, I. L.
‘Rogers and David Dancer, of the Bishoprie,
and Br. J. W. Briggs, of Quorum of the
“Mwelye, be appointed such commitize.

On motion of Bra. Forscutt and Cad-
“well, it was resolved that each clause be
@Jnszdevea soparauely

By, Banta spoke in defense of the firss
Whereas. Te believed that the ohject
«of this resolution could have been ob-
‘tained years ago, if the people had lived
“up to their privileges; believed thas the
‘Baints ars a dH favorable to the idea of a
gathering, if not in one place, ab least in
places. Evidenceiscontalned inthe Book
«of Covenants that Christ will not come un-
il the people are gathered and prepared
for him. Ths ery is “Come ous of her.”
Can we kuap the commandment of gath-
o holy plases to receive the rev-

cenwa} 'point where the
o1a] authoz‘ities can be
i ; to such a
4 :2and 102:

any one place or

as,,cn-om!ﬁ 7’:’“’ :
movements, (yuc;iel ec
7,8, Didnot advesats
igeality.

On motion of Brn. Fors and Lan-

phesr, resclved thab time be hmlucd to
&ve minutes each, subject to extension by
oice of Uonfersnee,

L-f}“d

<4
2

t the resolution
-gonld be adopted, and the matter left to
sthe commiftes.
Brn. Beard azd Hunter
Lord would direct.

hoped “the

Br. Lake favored the concentration of
the leading authorities. Said that the
present headquarters could not be per-
menant.

Br. Bronson guoted the revelation of
Mareh, 1873. Question for him was,
Had the time come?

Br. Blair quoted the revelation, show-
ing that the appoinment of stakes was not
contemplated. Quoted pages 267 and 269
of Book of Covenants. The gathering
into regions around about is a prepara-
tory work, and a necessary step. The im-
pression is gaining ground that the time
is come for an attempt, and the condition
of the country is favorable to the idea.

Br. Caffall thought the subject of great
importance.

Br. Patterson agreed with the propo-
gition. Thought now was a favorable
time to purchase land.

Br. Forsentt was deeidedly in favor of
a gathering, and considered that the con-
dition of the Church demanded thought
and legislation by the brethren.

Br. Kelley said that the idea of gath-
ering is established in the mind of every
Saint, and he was decidedly in favor of
the clause under consideration.

Br. Rogers thought that another good
wounld result from having gathering

places—the better chance to provide for

the families of the Klders and the poor.
Another still —the culture and education
of the children

Or motion to adopt, the first clause
was pub to vote and carried.

The second clause was
adopted.

The portion of the dosument appoint-
ing a committee of five was moved and
seconded.

Br. Blair offered the following substi-
tute: That a committee of five be ap-
pointed to make such location and re-

port at an early day.

Br. Banta objected to it.

Br. Blair said that the Conference
having decided that the time has come
for action, thought that the steps ad-
mitted to be necessary should be now
taken. In explanation he said that the
selection of a location was contemplated,
not the purchase of land.

moved and
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Br. Kelley said that if the appoint-
ment of a stake was contemplated, he
was opposed to it.

Br. Forseutt was opposed to the sub-
stitute on the ground that the idea of
such a place being purchased, might
cause speculators to inordinately increase
prices.

Br. Bronson said that the localities
were already appointed, even the regions
round about.

The vote being takenr on the substi-
tute, it was lost.

Br. Blair gaid upon the original that
the appointment of a committee, as he
argued for, would secure immediate ac-
tion, which the Conference had already
decided to be neeessary.

Br. Forscutt moved an amendment,
to strike out the words “of five,” and to
insert after the word “wise’’ these words,
“that they also be empowered to select
a location, arrange for purchase of lands,
and report six months from this time.”

Br. Forseutt explained it.

Br. Cooper approved it.

A vote was taken, division called for,
and the vote decided to have been in the
affirmative. ’

Br, Forseutt moved to amend by strik-
ing out the words “six months from this
time,” and the words, ‘‘and report at as
early a day as possible;” and insert the
words, “at the next Semi-Annual Con-
ference.”

The amendment was pub to vote and
prevailed.

Brn. Banta and Bronson moved that
the resolution be laid on the tdble; and
the motion prevailed. '

Conference adjourned.

During the day meetings were held
by the Quorum of Seventy, and by the
First and Second Quorums of Elders.

FRIDAY EVENING.
APRIL orm,

Prayer by Br. George Shaw. Preach-
ing by Br. George H. Hilliard.  An
earnest gospel discourse, followed briefly
by Br. Shaw. Sung hymn 72. Ad-
journed.

Bro, Hilliard’s effort was a most ex-
cellent presentation of the faith of the
church in reference to the positive ful-

fillment of the gospel promises in the
last days.

SATURDAY MORNING,
APRIL 107,

Sang hywmn 124, Prayer by Br. J.
S. Patterson.

Secretary Stebbins
yesterday’s session.

Beport of commitise appointed on the
Bishop's and Recorder’s reports was
read:

We, 2 coummilise appoinied by General
Conference of April, 1875, do certify that
we have examined the Bishoys books, and
find them to exactly correspend with his
Annual Repert, and we beliovs both books

and report are correct, snd kept as they

"should be.

In the matier of Church Recorder refer-
red, we report and recommend that the re~
quest made for consideration end payment
of bill for iabor, be referred to the Bishop
to be audited and paid sgreeshly to resslu-~
tion ~of April session of 18%Y8, published
minutes, page 28, and that the prerent Re-
corder be governed by such regulations un-
til further ordered by you.

Wor. H. HazzngpIing, l
Wi ANDERSON, Com,
F. M. Warm,

Plane, I11., April 9th, 1875,

On motion of Brn. Fyrando and Dun-
ham, it was resolved that the repors be
adopted, and the recommendations con-
tained therein become the order of the
Conference.

Report of the Tirst Quorum of Elders
read :

Do the Conference assemblod:— Ap Seore
of the Quorum I would report the follovring
business irsusscted during this sessican of
Conference. Quvorum cenvened with Elijah
Bauvta presiding, H. A. Stebbing, secretary.

Secretary gave wnotice of the deaths of
Wesley Fletcher, James Horton, and Wm.
Arnold, and the ordinatien of J. 8. Patter-
gon a8 & Sevenly, and the expulsion from
the Churech of Noah Dution, former members
of the Quornm. The Quorum, ¢n motion,
erased the name of Noah Duiton frow the
record. The five vacancies were filled by
choosing Blders Milton B, Gliver, Hyrum C.
Brongon, John Beard, David Brand, and
Samuel V. Bailey in their places.

The cases of Win. F. Randall, Levi Light-
foot, and John D. Beunstt were presented,
each discussed separately, letters and doc-
uments read, and they were by resclution
expelled from the Quornm, and silenced
from acting in the ministry. Elders Oliver
J. Bailey, Jokn Keir and Wim. A. Moore were:

4
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accepted as members of the Quorum in their
places.

By resolution, the President was request-
ed to choose both of his Counselors at the
next Semi-Annual Conference.

The case of Elder Isaac Beebe was pre-
gented, and, by resolution, the matter was

‘referred to the Florida and Alabama Dis-
triet for investigation, with request to report

‘1o the Secretary of the Quornm prior to the
next Semi-Annual Conference.

Respectfully submitted,

Hexry A. STEBBINS, Sec'y.

Resolved that the report be adopted
-and spread upon the record of the Con-
ference.

Report of Second Quorum of Elders
read:

Quorum convened and was callad to order
“by President Phineas Cadwell, Br. William
Aunderson was chosen to act as Secretary
pro tem,

The case of Br. Jesse Broudbent was
brought uap, evidence heard, and by a mo-
tion, was dropped from the Quorum,

Algo the case of Br. B. F. Durfee was
called up, Br. J. H. Lake was called upon
to give evidence in his case. - After due con-
sideration it was motioned and carried that
the case of Br. B. F. Burfee be deferred
until the fall Conference.

It was resolved that the members of the
Becond Quorum of Elders shall report by
detter to Donald Maule, Secretary, at Mag-
molia, Iowa, their post-office address, time
and place of birth, time and plase of bap-
tism and by whom, time of ordination and
by whom ; their situation, and correspond
with the officers of the Quorum.

Prineas CapweLL, President.
Wu. ANDERSON, Sec’y, pro tem.

Plano, 111, April 10, 1875.

On motion, the report was adopted
and ordered to be spread upon the record.

Report of the Board of Publication
was presented, considered as received,
and referred to a committee.

Bro. Hazzledine, Wait and G. A.
Blakeslee appointed as said committee.

Bills of Herald Office against New
Translation and Plano Building commit-
tees, were referred to a committee.

On motion, Brn. Banta, Blakeslee and
Bronson were appointed said committee.

President Smith reported on book of
Parliamentary Usages as follows:

To the Annual Conference in session assem-
bled, greeting:—Brethren—As President of
the Church I would respectfully submit :

That soon after the last Annual session,
in connection with Br. T. W. Smith, I began

the compilation and preparation of a book
on Business and Parliamentary usages and
rules, for the use of the Church; which is
now nearly completed, and I would request
your honorable body to authorize and ap-
point a committee to whom I may refer thig
work when ready, upon whose favorable
decision I may at once proceed to put the
same in print, and offer it for sale to the
Elders of the Church.

Further; I will agree to make such work
ready for examination within two weeks
after adjournment of Conference, providence
permitting. Respectfully,

JoserH SuitH, President.

On motion, the subject was referred
to a committee consisting of Brn. Blair,
Forseutt, and Patterson.

Brn. Banta and Dunham moved that
when this Conference adjourn, it do so
to meet at Lamoni, Decatur Co., Towa,
on the 8th of September, 1875.

This was opposed, and on motion the
words Council Bluffs, Jowa, were substi-
tuted for Lamoni, Jowa, and with this
amendment the motion was adopted.

Resolution of yesterday, relating to
the ordination of Seventies by a District
Conference, was, after some discussion,
deferred until- the next Semi-Annual
Conference for consideration, owing to
shortness of time now to discuss so im-
portant a subject. :

President Smith decided that no one
had a right to dispute the claims of those
whose standing may be affected by this
subject, until 1t is settled by the general
authorities.

Resolutions in reference to missions to
Texas, Southern Ohioand Virginia, were
withdrawn, being otherwise provided for.

Resolution four was. moved and sec-
onded.

Resolved, Thatit is the opinion of thisas-
sembly that the gospel is to be offered to all
mankind, irrespective of color, nationality,
8ex or condition in life; and that Elders in
Christ are not justified in making, or insist-
ing on being made, any separation in church
privileges, worship or sacrament, other than
is made in the Church articles and revela-
tions in regard to ministerial ordinations
and labor; and that we advise all officers of
the Church to be governed by the spirit'and
tenor of this teaching and this resolution.

The question was argued in its various
points by Brn. Joseph Smith, Patterson,
Wait, Wilsey, Kelley, Balley, Lake and
Bradbury
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On putting it to vote, it was unanim-
ously adopted.

Resolution five, on the Sacrament was
discussed and rejected.

Resolution six was moved by Brn.
Bronson and Banta.

WEEREAS, believing that the bread and
wine used at the sacrament are simply
blessed for the use of those who at the time
and with an understanding of its purposze
partake of it, in no way relating to its sub-
sequent use, therefore be it,

Resolved, That we rescind a former reso-
lation of General Conference making neces-
sary the passing of the bread until all be
taken,

Arguments were made upon each side,
a majority favoring the view that the
emblems are only blessed in their appli-
cation. Brn. Kelley, Blair, Lambert,
Forscutt, Stebbins and Banta took part.
The resolution was put to vote and
adopted.

Resolution seven, for the appointment
of Br. Fred. P. Peterson to the Danigh
Mission was deferred till the subject of
missions be taken up.

Resolution eight was brought before
the house,

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Con-
ference, there ought to be a stipulated
amount paid by the Bishop of the Church to
the families of every Elder devoting his
whole time to the ministry ; the amount to
be allowed to be in proportion to the num-
ber to be supported in each family, and as
their circumstances seem to demand.

Br. Blair spoke at length against it, as
opyposed to the spirit of the gospel.

Br. Lake thought that if the Saints
did their duty in putting means in the
hands of the Bishop, there would be no
difficulty.

The ¢uestion was put to vote and the
resolution was lost.

The name of Br. Hans N. Hanson was
presented by recommend of the Crescent
Qity Branch, Towa, for ordination as an
Elder.

Br. Fyrando spoke upon the subject.

Br. Hanson expressed ‘his feelings.
saying that he would labor either as a
Priest or as an Elder, as the Conference
may think best.

Br. Caffall heartily endorsed his or-

dination as requested, and spoke h1ghyj
of the brother’s qualifications. ,

i

The request was granted with a unan-
imous uplifting of the hands, and the
time of his ordination was set for Sab-
bath morning.

Resolution nine was read, moved and
adopted.

Eesolved, That it iz the duty of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve to take charge of all im-
portant missions, especially those to foreign
countries.

A series of resolutions were read by
Elder Forscutt, which, by vote, were
made the speeml order of the opening
hour this afternoon.

Adjourned.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON,
APRIL 1078,
- Sung hymn 184. Prayer by Br. J.
Smith.

President Blair in the chair.

‘The resolution on the law of tithing,
passed by an informal council at Council
Bluffs, Towa, September 24th, was read
by Br. Forscutt as follows:

Resolved, That the law of tithing is bind-
ing upon the Church in its scaitered condi-
tion.

It was, upon motion, adopted as the
resolution of this Conference.

The following resolution of the same
meeting was also presented :

 Resolved, That in the opinion of this
bedy, this Church has no right to subvert
the liberties of its members by prohibiting
their membership with what is known as ‘“a
secret society,”” unless such society shall
first be condemned by either a decision of
the General Assembly. of the Chureh, or by
the law of the land.

Bran. Forscutt, Hilliard, Bronson and
Anderson spoke on the subject.

On motion, it was adopted.

Moved by E. Banta, that the docu-
ment on the Gathering, laid on the table
last evening, be now taken up. Motion
prevailed.

President Blair retired from the chair,
in order to take part in the discussion,
and President Smith took the chair.

Brn. Blair and Patterson moved the
following substitute in place of the reso-
lution contained in that document:

Be it Resolved, That a standing committea ™.,
of five be appointed by this Conference,
whose duty it shall be to select and make
such location ag is contemplated in the fore-
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Alex. H. %ml‘n?’a to the Pacific Slops
Mission.

James Caffall to his present fHeld of
dabor.

extend his labors into Pike, Brown and
Hehuyler counties, Illinois.

J. B. Lambert to Southern Illinois,
Houthern Indiana and Kentucky.

Z. H. Gurley was released from Utah,

IMissourd.

C. F. Stiles and E. (. Brauad to labor
under direction of Elder James Caffall.

J. 8. Patterson to Central Towa, Cen-
tral THinols, Central Indiana and South-

ern Ohio.

John . Foss to proceed to South-
sstern Ohio and West Virginia as soon
as practicable.

Robert Davis to Canada, under direc-
tion of Elder E. C. Briggs.

(tgorge Shaw fo the same.

4. H. Hanscn continued in his present
fisld,

B. V. Springer to Southwestern Ohie
and Seuthern Indiana.

(. G. Lanphear to his former field.
desired some one to accompany him—
r. Patterson preferred,

J (. Clapp in his present field.

J. T. Davies and Robert Hvans in the
Iission.

H. Forseutt continued in his for-

W 13
M,

“mer app@mtment and to extend his la-

bors, if deemed advisable, into Towa and
isgouri

I.. F. West and J. W. Bryan in Texas,

8. V. Bailey to Michigan and North-
Indiana and Henry C. Smith to labor
ith him as far as cireumstances permit.
Magnus Fyrando and Hans Hanson
¢ continued in their appointment in
the Heandinavian Mission.

Prior to it Br. Fyrando stated his
viaws concerning the charge of this Mis-

on being had by some of the Twelve.

'L)I'euld nt Smith read see. 104 : 8 con-
cerning the power of the First Presi-
dency and Twelve to send those whom
they chocse into foreign countries.

fleman (. Smith under direction of
J. R. Lambert.
red. Ursenbach to SWltzerland and

&y,

¥

doseph 3. Bnively referred to a Dis-
trich Conference where he lives,

Nicholas SBtamm in his present field,
and referred to local authorities.
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It was moved that F. P. Peterson be
appointed to go on the Secandinavian
Mission.

Br. Fyrando said that perhaps the
brother’s appointment had better be left
to the fall Conference.

Br. Nielson spoke of the brother’s
qualification.

He was appointed to labor while in
Denmark under direction of Br. Fyrando.

C. W. Wandell and Glaud Rodger
were sustained in their Mission to Aus-
tralasia, with permission to Br. Wandell
to return home if the state of his health
-demanded it.

F. 0. Warnky was sustained in his
Mission to Colorado.

Charles Derry was sustained in his
field of labor.

The Bishop and his Counselors were
sustained.

Robert Warnock in his Mission to
Utah.

Thomas Taylor in Furopean Mission.

C. E. Blodgett was released from his
appointment to Kentucky.

J. V. Roberts referred to district
where he resides.

Joseph Lakeman to take charge of
‘the Maine and Nova Scotia Mission.

Duncan Campbell sustained in Cana-
da, Michigan and Northern Indiana, un-
-der charge of E. €. Briggs.

E. L Ke]ley released from his ap-
pointment.

‘Wm. Anderson sustamed in Mission
‘to California.

Jesse L. Adams in Towa, and referred
to his District.

R.'W. Briggs released from his form-
-er appointment. :

C. N. Brown in Massachusetts Dis-
trict.

Commiittee on Reportof Board of Pub-
leation reported. We give the report
and their action:

‘FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF PUBLICATION OF
THE REORGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER
DAY SAINTS, FROM AUGUST 16TH, 1874, 10 FEBRUARY
16w, 1875.

-Cash on hand, August 16th, 1874,...ccrcrereennne $ 165 06

Total cash recelpts from Aug. 16th 1874, t

Feb. 16th, 1875....000iee . .6 089787
.$6,254 93

Sum total.....ciieinnse

EXPENDITURES.
Paid Employees in Publishing Department.. $2 659 25

“  Coal, freight, drayage and weighing...... 136 43
£ Expressave, freight and drayage. . 8718
¢ Incidentals, including mailer repairs.... 6 37

301
€ FOr SLAMPS.eiiiaieeniiiiiiieiiniiens s .. 18614
¢ W. H. Curwen, in full of his deposit.... 233 00
¢« Jason W. Briggs, missionary fund.... 20 58
¢ Mrs.J. W. Briggs, missionary fund 41 48
¢ Mrs. R. Warnock, missionary fund....... 86 00
¢ Mrs. Briggs, on J. W, Briggs’ account.... 25 00
¢« Telegraphing w849
¢ TFor Books of C. Nicholson.. 8 50
“ 8. M. Howe, in full of his deposlt 5 00
¢ Qglesby, Barnitz & Co., on running act 751 40
¢ Fare of Binding Committee to Chicago
and return . 6 95
¢ Coal for Jason W. Briggs 13 72
“ Mrs. Horton, of poor fund. 20 €6
“ Store Fiztares 2 00

¢ For reporting sermon at Council B]nﬁ‘s 12 06
¢ Joseph Parsons, from sisters in Utah 3 06

¢ W. G.Jarman, in full on his deposit 27 68
“ 8. P. Rounds... 14 00
¢ Jane Henning, 200 00
¢ Bi-monthly mail . 13 98
“ D, ¥. Smith, per Joseph Smi 25 00
“ TRegister Book and office oil. 196
¢ Lamp chimney and s0ap......... 1 66
¢ Supt’s fare to Chicago and retur; 4 25
¢ Y. W. Blair, expenses to Wiseonsin.. 23 00
¢ Thomas Lewis, returned money............ 3 00

¢ . Banta, by order of Mrs. Gilman, Nev. 65 00
¢ I Cramer, order of Steward & Henning 10 00
“ I, 0. Lathrop, in full. i 3 55

¢ . Banta, on his deposit, with interest.. 54 85

“ D. Dancer, as a loan, at 10 per cent. in’t 550 00

¢« Jansen, McClurg & Co,, on account....... 42 95

«“  RMarder, Luse & Co., on account.. 107 36

¢ o I N, W. Cooperin.. 55 59

¢ Tor Chicago Tribune.. 6 05

“ A, J.Cox & Co., for binding.... 297 90
Returned to Phineas Cadwell one Draft. 26 30
Cash on hand, February 16th, 1875.... 498 62
$6,254 93

RESOURCES AND LIABILITIES.

Accounts receivable... 83,875 80
Liabilities 83,802 49

(No inventory of stock taken,)
I. N.-W, COOPER, SECRETARY.
- We, the committee, have examined the
above account, and find the same correct.
Wn. H. HAZZLEDINE,
G. A. BLAKESLEE,
J. M. Warr.

Committee on grievances reported:

The committee appointed to examine any
matter of grievance that might come before
this Conference, beg leave to report:

That there has but one case been report-
ed, which is that of John B. Cox, who was
expelled from the San Francisco Branch
some time since, and who feels he has been
dealt with unjustly. We have examined the
case as closely as we can, and congider the
sction of the San Franecisco Branch legal,
and recommend, inasmuch ag he expresses
desires to becoms connected with the Church
again, that he make reconciliation to them,
as well as to the Newton Branch, of Iowa.

Puineas CADWELL,
G. H., Hizr1ARD,
SamvsL V. BAILEY.

The following Quorums were, on mo-
tion, sustained :

The First Presidency; The Quorum
of Twelve; the High Priest’s Quorum ;
the High Council; The Quorum of Sev-
enty; the First, Second and Third Quor-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



302

TRUE L. D. SAINTS’ HERALD

ums of Elders; Elders not yet in Quor-
ums; the Priest’s Teacher’s and Dea-
con’s Quorums. ‘

A vote of thanks was extended to the
citizens of Plano for their hospitable
kindness, and to the Saints of Plano and
Sandwich for the same.

Moved by Bra. Pitt and Fyrando,
that we reconsider the resolution ap-
pointing the committee on location.

Elder Banta said that he would like
to avoid appointing a majority of the
committee from any one Quorum.

Motion to reconsider prevailed, and
the substitute was offered of putting the
name of Jason W. Briggs in place of
that of IHenry A. Stebbins. This was
further amended by inserting in place
of Jason W. Briggs the name of J. H.
Lake, which was carried, and the origin-
al resolution, as amended, passed.

Number of officials present: 2 First
Presidency, 5 of the Twelve, 8 High
Priests, 7 of the Seventy, 30 Elders, 7
Priests, 2 Teachers, 2 Deacons.

Sung hymn 221. Benediction by
President Smith.

SATURDAY EVENING,
APRIL 107m.

-On-motion; a vote of thanks was ten=
dered the Secretary and Clerks of Con-
ference. _

On motion, the Board of Publication
was sustained.

Sung hymn 206. Prayer by Bro. P.
8. Wixom. An excellent discourse was
preached by President Joseph Smith.

SUNDAY MORNING,
APRIL 11ts,

Before services six persons were bap-
tized, Brn. J. Smith and W. H. Kelley
officiating.

On convening, hymn 142 was sung.
Prayer by Br. P. Cadwell. Sung hymn
953.

Pres. Smith called on Br. T. W.
Smith to preach, and appointed Brn.
Kelley, Lambert, Caffall and Forscutt to
confirm those baptized.

The following preamble and resolution
were adopted :

WugrEas, There has been for some time

a balance of $77.45 in the hands of the-
Bishop of the Church, and known as the-
Utah Chapel Fund, lying idle and unused,
and whereas, the Bishop has desired to have
this session of Conference decide what shall
be done with it ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That he be instructed to trans-
fer upon his books the said sum from the
Utah Chapel Fund into the general fund of”
the Church, with the provision, that if ne-
cessity hereafter require, that it may be
retransferred to the said Chapel Fund again.

The report of the High Priests’ Quo-
rum was read:

The High Priest’s Quorum report forty-two-
members, of which number the following
are unknown to the members of the Quorum
present at this Conference: James M. Ad-
ams, Thomas Carrico, Alexander Hunt, Of
the foregoing number seven have reported
in person, three by letter, two by proxy.
From the others no report is received.

CuARLES DERRY, President.
Marx H. Forscurr, Sec’y.

The Secretary read the minutes of
yesterday’s session.

The President, for the benefit of those
not members, spoke of the purposes of’
ordination and confirmation ordinances-
He then engaged in prayer, and the
Spirit of peace and solemnity rested on
the assembly.

Following this, Br. Henry A.. Stebbins
was ordained and set apart as Counsellor
to Bishop I. L. Rogers, under the hands
of Brn. Joseph Smith-and J. H. Lake,
Pres. Smith being spokesman. Bro.
Hans N. Hanson was ordained an Elder
by the same brethren, the same one acting
as spokesman. Good blessmgs and prom-
ises were pronounced upon the head of”
each by him.

The brethren ~appointed, confirmed
Samuel M. Howe, Henry Staley, Beatrice-
Briggs, Ency Ewing and Mary Cazaley..

A short sermon was given by Br. T.
W. Smith. Sung hymn 1063. Bene-
diction by Br. P. Cadwell.

SABBATH AFTERNOON.

APRIL 117H.
Sung ‘hymn 41. Prayer by Br. J.
Caffall. Presidents Joseph Smith andv

W. W. Blair in the stand:

Brn. Joseph Smith, and J. 8. Patter-
son confirmed Mary Howe.

Pres. Blair read some extracts from
the Book of Covenants applicable to the-
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-gubject of the sacrament,and made some
remarks upon the duties and privileges
-of the occasion.

Sung hymn 777. Presidents Smith
and Blairblessed the emblems and Priests
E. G. Pitt and Wm. Bradbury passed
them among the large assembly of Saints.
In the fellowship meeting that followed
‘many good testimonies were borne, and,
as throughout the previous days, the
Spirit of peace and good will prevailed.

Sung hymn 154. Benediction.

SABBATH EVENING.
APRIL 1lrs.

Sung hymn 592. Prayer by W. H.
Hazzledine. A good discourse was de-
livered by Br. M. H. Forscutt to a
«crowded house. Sung hymn 582.

Benediction by Br. Hazzledine.

Thus closed asession of peace and har-
mony, in which the brethren assimilated
with each other in their acquaintance
and parted with regret, and yet with re-
newed confidence and esteem for each
other, and with increased love to God
and with added zeal for his work.

Hexry A. STEBBINS, Secretary.

T. W, SmitH, R
E. L. Knurey, }Asszstanls

Report of Br. Bear:

To the Brethren in Conference assembled,
.greeting :—Beloved President and Brethren,
as I will not have the opportunity to meet
with you,, I take this method of making my
‘report. I was appointed, as you know, at
the General Semi-Annual Conference, held
at Council Bluffs in 1872, to Switzerland and
“Germany, and left my home on January 14,
1873, arriving at the place of destination
‘February 9th, after a cold and rough jour-
ney. Immediately after my arrival I com-
‘mienced work for the Master. In the first
few months, I had the privilege of preach-
ing the word in private houses, and had a
good many listeners, who seemed much
pleagsed by it; but the mocks and secoffs of
the world made many to shrink, fearing men
more than God. Public buildings can notbe
~obtained there without money, and as I was
not in possession of the glittering metal, I
had to do the best I could; preaching the
word wherever I could get an opportunity,
both in public and private.
A great obstacle in the way there, isthat
Brighamite Mormonism, which went the
“1léngth and breadth of the land, and there is
“not one single corner left where Brigham-
ism is not known or heard of, and all under

the name of Mormonism ; consequently peo-
ple believe it is the same thing, and a con-
siderable work is necessary to remove this
prejudice, which in some measure and to
some extent, I was able to remove in some
localities. The Brighamites have still their
migsionaries there, but they slip away from
the Elders of our Church, striving not to
come in contact with them; still I had the
opportunity to meet with some of their na-
tive Elders, and one from the Salt Land, but
they despise the law of God, and believe in
the divinity of the Polygamic Revelation,
and do not want to discuss the point with us,
saying they are counselled not to do so.
They warn their members in the strongest
terms not to speak to us or read our works;
nevertheless, through the mercy of God I
have succeeded to snatch several out of their
deluded furnace and have buried eleven in
the waters of baptism. Some of these I res-
cued from those false emissaries; some
apostatized from them some time ago, and
some belonged to other denominations. God
blessed me and my labors in his cause.
When I consider the circumstances I was
placed in, having to work a good deal with
my own hands to sustain my temporal wants,
a difficult thing to do there. A common la-
borer can not make any advance there what-
ever; his time is all occupied in working to
sustain himself, and that very poorly. Dear
brethren, Europe and America are two dif-
ferent lands, different customs and different
people; there is not the hospitality shown
as here in America; and a mission to such
a people as on the continent of Europe to
represent the true Mormon Church to those
who never heard any thing about it, except
as Polygamic Mormonism, is a hard task.
To begin without means; finding no broth-~
er, no sister in the gospel to greet you or
admininister to your wants, till you had,
through the help of God, convinced some of
the truth. A home mission among the
Branches is a pleasure, but a mission to
foreign lands, to break fresh ground alone,
is a hard task.

There is at present a very good opportu-
nity to preach the gospel there, with a little
means at hand. The State Church is tum-
bling, and the religious party is running to
and fro from one sect to another. With
thirty dollars a man is able to hire a room
there for preaching for one year, that will
hold two hundred persons, and in a good
sized c¢ity too. Printing cheap; with fifty
dollars you can get printed the four differ-
ent tracts, of sixteen pages, one thousand
copies each. I have translated into the
German the following tracts:—1. Truth
Made Manifest ; 2. Bible versus Polygamy ;
3. Is Polygamy an Original Tenet of the
Church, 4. Legal Succession ; 5. Brigham-
ism, Its Promises and Its Failure; 6. The
Plan of Salvation; 7. The Vision; 8. Re-
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Jjection of the Church. I also wrote one my-
self, which was well adapted to the lower
and higher classes of people. This tract
makes about forty pages; but none of them
are printed. I had not the means to get
them printed, which I regret very much.

Bro. Henry Thalmann, trom Thurgary,
Switzerland, who embraced the doctrine
through the efforts of Br. Avondet and my-
self, can speak not only his native tongne,
German, but also French, and seemed to be
a man of experience and sound judgment;
we concluded to unite the members of the
Church under his care and the members un-
der my care into one Branch, until the mem-
bers would increase, and a suitable man
raised up to divide the Branch in two; in-
asmuch as they under Avondet’s care were
so far away from the others. We crdained
therefore Br. Thalmann an Elder, and he
was chosen by the then present members ag
President of the Swiss, (Italian), Branch,
which Branch was organized on October
11th, 1874, with fifteen members; and if
we count Br. Ursenbach with the rest then,
sixteen members.

Bro. Avondet and myself; at the last fall
Conference, were released from our Mission,
and we started for our homes in the begin-
ning of the winter of 1874, v»ie¢ England,
. and spent a little time there with the Saints,
" and refreshed ourselves both spiritually and
temporally. They were very kind to us,
agsisting us wherever they could, and indeed
if we would not have had any assistance
from the Saints in England, both of us would
have been in different circumstances; God
may bless them abundantly tor it, and to
the Saints in America who did share their
mite in our behalf, we also return our sin-
cere thanks, praying that God may bless
them, se that they may never want.

The departure from the Saints in Switzer-
land was very hard, the tears flowed on
both sides in abundance. O what a differ-
ence between the ckildren of the kingdom
and the children of the world. I agk'the
faith and prayers of the whole Church in
behalf of those few sheep in that far off
land, surrounded by so many enemies of
every kind, that God may proteet them and
keep them under his guardian care; and I
hope sincerely that the Church will not for-
get that Mission, but make a new and good
effort to continue what we commeneed ; not
to let it drop again, but take it up in earn-
est; then, the whispering of the Spirit,
which I felt operating upon me many times
as I was there, told me plainly that hun-
dreds and hundreds will yet come into the
Church of Christ in those eountries; but
the printed word is needed; without it, it
it will be a hard struggle.

I arrived ‘at my home, Décember 26th,
1874, being very mnearly two years on the

Migsion. Found my family well, but con-
siderably broken down in temporal things,
ag they raised very little crops the last two-
seagons on account of the drouth and grass-
hoppers.

Since I am home I have received already
two letters from the Saints in Switzerland ;
they are still in the faith, and desire to stand
faithful, and send their greeting to the
whole Church in America.

I am, as ever, your fellow laborer in
Christ, praying that the Spirit of God may
be with you during your session, transact-
ing business for the welfare of Christ’s
Church on the earth, and the spreading of”
his glorious gospel among the nations of the
earth. J. L. Bear,

Agency City, Buchanan Co., Mo.,
March 29, 1875.
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Plane, I1l., May 15, 1875a

CASE OF HEALING.

Br. David J. Powell, of Clintorn County,.
Mo., writing May 5th, said he had met with
a severe accident which he wished to re-
port through the HurArp, and how he
was relieved from pain and suffering, He
was engaged in boring a well, when some
partof the machinery gave away and arod,
or small bar of iron, attached to a chain,
flew baek with great force and struck him
in the face, severely cutting his lips, break-
ing his jaw-bone, knocking his teeth out,
and felling him to the ground in a state of
insensibility, and, when discovered, was
apparently dead; but was revived to a state
of conciousness for about five minutes,
when he became delirious for many hours..
His case was considered hopeless. His
family united in prayer for his return to
reason—their request was granted. In
the meantime he received the anointing
with oil and prayer-in Lis behalf by those
holding authority so to minister. A sur-
geon having -been called: to-set the bone
and sew up the wound, the brother revived
to consciousness without experiencing any
pain. And he feels to give God the glory"
for 'so marvelous a manifestation of His.
power ‘in his behalf, Truly the Lord is.
good! ‘
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