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E UE OF GOD. 

BY, ELDER A. J. LAYLAND. 

Inasmuch as 
well as at the 

in the past as 
time there 

has been differences of lilpinion 
among those who claim to be 

Saints, as to who 
over the whole 
thought it best 
the considera-

tion of all to know 
the truth this ma.tter) 
some facts· as found m the books 
which contain the law of God 

:relative to that 
In a· 

Joseph 
seer, in 

November 27, 
1832, found in Doctrine and Cov

Sec. 85, Par. 6-9 (Salt 
Lake we read as follows: 

''\ ea, thus saith the still small 
through 

all things, and 
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oftentimes it maketh my bones 
to quake while it maketh mani
fest, saying: And lt shall come 
to pass that I, the Lord God, 
will send one mighty and strong, 
holding the of power in 
his hand, clothed with for 
a covering, whose mouth shall 
utter words, eternal words; 
while his bowels shall be a foun
tain of truth, to set in order the 
house of God, and arrange by 
lot the inheritances of the Saints, 
whose names are found, and the 
names of their fathers, and of 
their children, in the 
beok of the law of while 
that man who was called of God 
and appointed, that forth 
hiR hand to steady the ark of 
God, shall fall · the shaft of 
death, like as a tree that is 
smitten by the vivid shaft of 

" 
The first to which I will 

call attention 1s the statement 
made that it should come to pass 
that would "send one 

to set in 
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order the house of God" (the 
church) showing clearly that the 
church would, sometime in the 
future, get out of order. Rem 
member that God, and not the 
church, was to send that man to'~ 
set the church in order; and the 
man whom God would send 
would hold the of power 
in his hand and would be clothed 
with light for a covering, and 
should utter eternal words, 
showir.tg clearly that he would 
be a prophet of God. 

For proof of this, I call atten
tion to a revelation given to 

·Joseph Smith (the martyr) in 
Kirtland, Ohio, March 8, 1833. 
(Doc. and Cov. !:!0:16) Salt Lake 
edition ; 87:5 (La mom - edition), 
which reads as follows: 

"And this shall be your busi· 
ness and mission in all your lives, to 
preside in council, and set in order 
all the affairs of thzs church and 
kingdom," 

Remember this was the duty 
of Joseph 
unto the 
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counsellors. Thus we find it 
was the Lord's chosen 

to. set in who was 
order all the affairs the 
church. But in m<der that.· the 
prophet of the Lord might legal~ 
ly perform those it was 
necessary that he should hold 
the scepter of power in his 
and this power holds right 
of presidency. to 
Doctrine and Covenants section 
107:91, 9i (Salt Lake edition; 
Sec. 104-42 Lamoni edition) we 
discover that the duty of the 
president of the office of high 
priesthood is to over the 
whole church, and be li!:re unto 
Moses. ''Behold here is 
yea, to be a seer, a revelator, a 
translator and a hav
ing all the g1fts of God which 
bestows upQn the head of the 
church." Why does the Lord 
say "Behold! here is wisdom?'' 
Because he wants his his 

to understand that it is 
his will that his chosen 
should over the whole 
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church and be like unto Moses, 
instead of the church choosing 
and appointing some other man 
to preside over the whole church. 
To prove that this assertion is 
true, and to h3tu·n how the presi
dent of the church ls appointed, 
turn to Doctrine and Covenants 
section 102.9,10 Salt L<:J{e edi
tion; section 99:6 L:unoni edi
tion-and t.here we read: 

'''fhe of the church, 
who is also tbe president of bhe 
council, is app· :in ted by revela
tion and is acknowledged in his 
administration, by the voice of 
of · the church; and it is ac
cording to the dignity of his 
office that ho should preside 
over the council of the church; 
and it is his privilege to be as
sisted by two other presidents 
appointed after the same manner 
that he himself was appointed." 

In the foregoing we discover 
that God has not 
the church any 
or otherwise a 
or president to the church other 
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than the one whom be appoints 
by revelation, even as be bas 
said in Doctrine and Covenants 
section 28:7 Salt Lake edition; 
section 27:2 Lamoni edition: 

"1 have given him [Joseph 
Smith Jr.] the keys of the mys'
teries, and the revelations which 
are sealed until I shall appoint-un
to them another ln Ms stead." 

Having thus found how the 
president of the church is ap
pointed and having also learned 
that the president of the church 
must or should be a man like 
unto Moses, "yea, to be a seer, 
a revelator, a translator and a 
prophet," we will now inquire 
through whom was God to ap· 
point a seer, a revelator, a trans
lator and a prophet nnto the 
church? By examining a reve
lation given to the church 
through Joseph Smith the sBer 
as early as 1831, found in D·JC
trine and Covenants sect1on 43: 
1-7, Salt Lake edition; section 
43:1, 2 Lamoni edition-we re3,d 
as follows; 
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"0 hearken, ye elders of my 
church, and give an ear to the 
words which I shall speak unto 
you; for behold, verily, verily, I 
say unto yom. that ye have re
ceived a Gom for a 
law unto my church, t,hrough 
him whom I have appointed unto 
you, to receive commandments 
and revelations from my hand. 
And this ye shall know assuredly 
that there .is none other ap· 
pointed unto you to receive com
mandments and revelations until 
he be taken if he abide in me. 
But verily, verily, I say unto 
you, that none else shall be ap
pointed unto this gift except it 
be through him, for if it be tak
en from him, he shall not have 
po·wer except to appoint another 
in his stead, and this shall be a 
law unto you, that ye receive not 
the teaching of any that shall 
come before you as revelations 
or commandments; a.nd th1s I 
give unto you that you may not 
be deceived, that you may know 
they are not of me." 
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The first thing we will notice 
is in paragraph 2 where the Lord 
declares that he (God) had given 
a commandment for a law to his 
church through him whom he 
had to receive com-
mandments and revelations 
from his hand. And upon ex
amining the book of Doctrine 
and Covenants, section 42, we 
there find the law here referred 
to which every man and woman 
who claims to be a Saint of God 
should read for themselves and 
live by every word they find 
wr1tten in that section. For 
that law was given through the 
man whom God had appointed 
ta receive commandments and 
revelations for the church. 

The next thing we will notice 
in section 43 is this: 

• •Y e shall know assuredly 
tha,t in aU the church there was 
none other of God to 
receive commandments and reve
lations for the chmch until he, 
the one man whom God had ap
pointed, should be taken, if he 
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would abide in God; or in other 
words, abide in the law God had 
given 'uo him, and unto the 
church." 

In paragraph 4, Salt Lake edi
tion,is one of the most important . 
statements made that was ever 
given to the chu:rcb, which reads 
as follows: 

"But verily, verily, I say unto 
you, that none else shall be ap
pointed unto this gift except it 
be through him." And not only 
did the Lord instruct the church 
as in the foregoing, relative to 
that high and holy office and 
calling, but also stated that even 
in case this g1ft should be 
taken from Joseph Smith, yet 
he, Joseph, should still retain 
the power and authority whiCh 
God had delegated to him to ap-
point another to that in his 
stead. And the L01·d 
said to the church in p>Bragraph 

_ ,~ "This shall be a law unto 
you tl!at ye receive not the 

. of 1.my that sh&Jl come 
before you as revelations or 
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commandments. And this I give 
unto you that you may not be 
deceived, that- you may know 
they are not of me.'' Had the 
Saints given heed,_ to these wise 
instructions and admonitions 
given of Hod to the church in 
section 43 there would have been 
no division in the church to this 
day over the prophetic ;}ffice 
and church presidency. But 
inasmuch aJs we are not respon
sible for the mistakes made by 
others, but are responsible for 
our own acts, we should there
fore try to become better ac
quainted with all that God has 
had written for our instruction 
in spiritual things, in order that 
we may be able to avoid the 
mistakes made hy others and 
learn how to live as he has com
manded, even by every word 
that has proceeded forth 
the mouth of God. 

'I'he next question that should 
be considered and answered is, 
To vvhom to pre~ 

over 
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to receive the mysteries ofthe 
kingdom of heaven belong? By 
examining Doctrine and Coven· 
ants, section 1417: 18, 19, and 40: 
Salt Lake edition; section 104:9 
and 18, Lamoni edition, we learn 
that the power and authority of 
the higher or Melchisedek priest· 
hood is to hold the keys of all 
the spiritual blessings of the 
church'-tO have the privilege of 
receiving the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven-to have the 
heavens opened unto them-to 
commune with the general asa 
sembly and church of the first 
born, and to enjoy the com~ 

munion and presence of God 
the Father and ,Jesus the Media
tor of the new covenant. The 
order of this priesthood was con
firmed to be handed down from 
father to son and rightly be
longs to the literal descendants of 
the chosen seed to whom the 

made. 'The 
under the leader

young and his 
successors have tried to make 
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it appear that the, priesthood 
here referred to was the patri
archate or evangelical minis
ters. But that such a positwn is 
untenable will be seen by re-
ferring to the first paragraph of 
section Salt Lake edition--
104, Lamoni'edition--just quoted 
from. There we discover that 
there are in the church two 
priesthoods, namely, the Mel
chisedek and Aaronic including 
the Levitical priesthood, and 
these are tb.e only priesthoods 
mentioned in the Book of Doc
trine and Coventljnts, and all 
offices and authorities in the 
church come under one of these 
two priesthoods. Therefore 
where mention is made of the 
order of this priesthood to be 
handed down from father to son, 
and rightly belongs to the literal 
descendants of the chosen seed 
to whom the promises were 
made, it only refers to the higher 
or Melchisedek priesthood or 
highpriests, as will be seen by 

to 53 of Sec. 
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1.87, Salt Lake edition, which 
reads as follows: 

"Three years previous to the 
death of he called Seth, 
Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jarad, 
Enoch and Methuselah, who were 
all highprt"ests,- with the residue 
of his posterity who were 
righteous, into the valley of 
Adam-ondi-Ahman, and there 
bestowed upon .them his last 
blessing." 

Pu.ragraph 41 reads as follows: 
"This order was instituted in 

· the of Adam and came 
down by lineage in the following 
manner from Adam toSeth, who 
was ordained by . Adam at the 
age of 69 years." 

In the following paragraphs the 
names of Enos, Cainan, Mahala· 

Enoch and Me
"~'-·~, .. , also Lamech and Noah, 

with the record of 
their ages, etc., is 
found, This should. be sufficient 
to convince anyone that the 

which was confirmed 
to be handed down from father 
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to son and rightly belongs to 
the literal descendants of the 
chosen seed to whom the prom
ises were made, is the high· 
priesthood, a.nd who have this 
priesthood bestowed on them 
are ordamed highpriests rather 
than patriarchs. But in order to 
silence the cavilings of those 
who persist m saying that the 
priesthood mentioned in para
graph 40 of section 107 Doctrine 
and Covenants Salt Lake edition 
means or the order 
of patriarchs. I call attention 
to a statement found in the 
"Pearl of Grf3at '' page 33, 
Liverpool. edition of 1882, rela
tive to the belonging to 
the literal descendants of the 
chosen seed to whom the prom
ises were made, in which it is 
stated that says: 

"l sought for the blessings of 
the Fathers and the right where
unto I should be ordained to ad
minister the same; having been 
myself a follower of. righteous
ness, to be one 
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possessed of great knowledge, 
and to be a -greater follower of 
righteousness, and to possess a 
greater knowledge, and to be a 
father of many nations, a prince 
of peace; and desiring to recei.ve 
instructions and to keep the com
mandments of I became a 
rightful a highpriest, hold-
ing the belonging to the 
fathers; it was conferred upon 
me from the fathers; it came 
down from the fathers; from the 
beginning of yea, even 
from tbe beginning, or before 
the foundations of the earth to 
the present time, even the right of 
the first born.!'' 

We will now to locate the 
chosen seed to whom the prom
ises were made and 
to the Book of 
ter of 2 
verses, you will find these 
words: 

"But seer will I raise up out 
of the fruit of loins and unto 
b.im V?ill 
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thy loins; and not to the brmging 
forth my word only, saith the 
Lord, but to the convmcing them 
of my word, which shaH have 
already gone forth among them.'' 

And thus Joseph 
saying: "Behold, that seer will 
the Lord bless; and that 
seek to destroy shall be 
confounded; for this promise 
which I have obtained of the 
fruit of thy Joins, shall be ful
filled. Behold, I am sure of the 
fulfilling of this promise. And 
his .name shall be called after 
me, and it shall be after the 
name of his father and he shall be 
like unto me; * * * and the Lord 
said unto me also, I will raise up 
unto the fruit of thy loins, and I 
will make for him a spokesman. 
And I, behold, I will unto 
h1m, that he shall write the 
writing of the fruit of 
unto the fruit of 
the spokesman of loins shall 
declare it.* * ;~-And it shall be as 
if the fruit 
unto 
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From this we learn that Joseph, 

who was sold into Egypt, proph· 
esied that one of his posterity, 
of which old Father Lehi spoke 
in prophecy to his youngest 
son, whose name was Joseph, 
telling him that they were of the 
seed of that Joseph who was ilOld 
into Egypt, and that seer whom 
God promised to Joseph of 
Egypt, that he would raise up of 
his posterity, was to be like unto 
Moses, and his name was to be 
Josevh, and it was to be the 
name of his father, and he was 
to receive power from God to 
bring forth God's word unto 
Joseph's posterity, which word 
of God was to be found in the 
writings of some of the descendm 
ants of Joseph who was sold into 
Egypt. ~uch were the 
made concerning Joseph Smith> 
the latter day seer. I have 
quoted from the small Book of 
Mormon, Salt Lake edition of 
1900. 

For further proof in support 
of this position turn to .... .,<""'""'' 
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11th chapter, 10th, 11th and 12th 
verses, which read as follows: 

''And in that day there shall 
be a root of Jesse, which shall 
stand for an ensign of the people; 
to it shall the gentiles !>eek; and 
his rest shall be glorious. And 
it shall come to pass in that day, 
that 'uhe Lord shall set his hand 
again the second time to recover 
the remnant of his people, which 
shall be left, frcm Assyria, and 
from Egypt, and from Pathros, 
and from Cush, and from Elam, 
and· from Shinar, and from 
Hamath, and from the islands of 
the sea. And he shall set up an 
ensign for the nations, ane shall 
assemble the outcasts of Israel, 
and gather together the dis
persed of Judah from the four 
corners of the earth." 

I have quoted the lOth, 11th, 
and 12th verses of the 11th 
chapter of Isaiah, to show 
that there were promises made 
concerning ·a root of Jesse, 
which should stand for an ensign 
of the people, and in order to 
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show who or what this root was, 
I call attention to Doctrine and 
Covenants, section 113:1-7 Salt 
Lake edition, where some an
swers by revelation were given 
tu certain questions on scripture, 
given through Joseph the seer, 
March 1838, as follows: 

Who is the stem of Jesse 
spoken of in the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th 
and 5th verses of the 11th chap
ter oflsaiala? "Verily thus saith 
the Lord, it is Christ," What 
is the rod spoken of in the first 
verse of the eleventh chapter of 
Isaiah that should come of the 
stem of Jesse? "Behold thus 
saith the Lord, 1t is a servant in 
the hands of Christ, who is part
ly a descendant of Jesse as well 
as of Ephraim, or of the house 
of Joseph, on whom is laid much 
power." What is the root of 
Jesse spoken of in the tenth 
verse of the eleventh chapter? 
"Behold thus saith the Lord, it is 
a descendant of Jesse, as well as 
of Joseph, unto whom rightly 
belongs the priesthood, and the 
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keys of the kbgdom, for an 
ensign, and for the gathering of 
my people in the last days." 

Now then, if the priesthood 
and the keys of the kingdom for 
an ensign for the gathering of 
God's people in the last days, 
rightly belongs to that root of 
Jesse, who is a descendant of 
Jesse, as well as of Joseph-of 
which we have three statements 
according to the quotations I 
ha.ve given, one from the Book 
of Mormon, one from the Bible, 
and one from the Book of Doc 
trine and Covenants, which 
statements all agrfie-it proves 
~eyond a doubt that the priest
hood spoken of in Doctrine and 
Covenants, section 10f, para
graph 40, rightly belongs to 
that chosen seed to whom the 
promises were made, as recorded 
in 2d Nephi, Bd chapter, Isaiah 
11th chapter, and 'Doctrine and 
Covenants section 113. And if 
we can locate the chosen seed 
in these latter days, Will will have 
made this matter so plain that 
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none but tbe wilfully blind can 
help seemg and understanding. 

We will now try to locate the 
man to whom was committed the 
key of the gathering the people 
of God in these last days. In 
DoctriB.e and Covenants, section 
110:11, 12, Salt Lake edition, we 
find this statement: 

''After this vision closed, the 
heavens were again opened unto 
us, and Moses appeared before 
us, and committed unto us the 
keys of the gathering of Israel 
from the four parts of the earth, 
and the leading of the ten tribes 
from the land of the north. And 
after this, Elias appeared, and 
committed the dispensation of 
the gospel of Abraham, saying, 
that in us$ and our seed, all gene
rations after us should be 
blessed." 

Question. To whom were the 
keys here referred to given? 
And to whom was the dispensa
tion of the gospel of Abraham 
committed? By examining sees 
tion 110, just referred to, we 
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find this section contains visions 
manifested to Joseph Smith the 
seer, and Oliver Cowdery, in 
the Kirtland temple, April 3, 
1836. And whereas, they, in 
describing those great vlswns, 
together with the keys of the 
gathering, and the dispensation 
of the gospel of Abraham, always 
use the word "we'' or '•us,'' to 
whom were committed the keys 
-and the dispensation of the 
gospel of Abraham, saying, that 
in us and our seed all genera· 
tions after us should be blessed, 
showing conclusively that Joseph 
Smith and Oliver Cowdery were 
the ones to whom were com
mitted those keys, and the dis· 
pensation of the gospel, in order 
that they and their seed should 
become a blessing to all gene· 

·rations after them. But, says an 
objector,you have brought Oliver 
Cowdery into the contest for pro
phetic and presidential rights 
along with Joseph Smith. Now 
will you please tell us why he, in
stead of one of the twelve apostles 
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or any other man in the church 
should be chosen to receive and 
dispense those choice blessings 
to others? I answer because he 
was one of the chosen seed to 
whom the promises were made 
to do a certain work in the latter 
days. To prove that this answer 
is correct I will ask you to turn 
to the Book of Mormon again, to 
the 3d chapter of 2d Nephi., 1Sth 
verse, where old Father Lehi 
blessed his youngest son, Joseph' 
and · there you will find these 
words: 

"And the Lord said unto me 
also, I will raise up unto thee 
fruit of thy lu1ns; and I will 
make for him a spokesman. And 
I, behold, I will give unto him, 
that he shall write the 
of the fruit of loins, unto the 
fruit of thy loins; and the 
man of thy loins shall declare 
it." 

To prove that this Book of 
Mormon scripture which 
just read, refers to 
Smith and Oliver Cowdery, I 
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call your attention to Doctrine 
and Covenants, section 28: 2, 3, 
Salt Lake edition; section 27: 2, 
Lamoni edition, which reads as 
foHowR: 

"But, behold verily, verily, I 
say unt•) thee, no one shall be 
;tppoint;;:d to receive command· 
llients and revelations in this 
~burch, excepting my servant 

Smith, Jr., for he re
ceiveth them even as Moses; and 
thou [Oliver Cowdery] shall be 
obedient unto the things which I 
shall give unto him, even as Am·on, 
to declare faithfully the com-

' mandments and the revelations, 
with power and authority unto 
tbe church." 

In connection w1th the fore
going vve will examine section 
21: 10, 11 and 12, Salt Lake edi
tion; section 19: 3, Lamoni edi· 
tion, which reads as follows: 

''Wherefore it behooveth me 
that he should be ordained by 
you, Uowdery, mine apos
tle; this being an ordinance unto 
you, that. you are an elder under 
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his hand, he being the first unto 
you, that you might be an elder 
unto this church of Christ, bear· 
ing my name, and the first 
preacher of this church unto the 
church, and before the world, 
yea, before the Gentiles; yea, 
and thus saith the Lord God, lo, 
lo! to the Jews also. Amen." 

In the revelations just men
tioned we discover: First, that 
Joseph Smith was the only man 
whom God had appointed to re
ceive revelations and command
ments for the church. Second, 
he received them even as Moses 
did. And whereas he was (ac .. 
cording to the Book of Mormon) 
to have a spokesman the same 
as Moses had. And inasmuch 
as the Lord called Oliver Cow
dery, through Joseph Smith, to 
be obedient to that calling, and 
to faithfully declare the com
mandments and revelations given 
of God, through Joseph Smith 
unto the church, even as Aaron 
was to declare the law of God 
given through Mo~s, and where-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



26 

as he, Oliv~r Cowdery, was called 
to be an apostle and the first 
preacher of the church, unto tbe 
church, and unto the worl:il, 
therefore we conclude that he 
was the man who was spok~n of 
in the prophecy (of Joseph who 
was sold into Egypt) as the 
spokesman for that seer whom 
God promised to raise up of the 
fruit of the loins ef Joseph who 
was sold into Egypt. And 1f he 
was that spokesman referred to 
he was also of the seed of Joseph 
of Egypt; for he is called the 
spokesman of the loins of 
Joseph." 

But I would not have any one to 
suppose that I am championing 
the cause of Oliver Cowdery fur
ther than that he was the spokes
man spoken of in connection with 
that seer to whom the promises 
were made, which I have shown 
was Joseph Smith, the translator 
of the Book of Mormon. And the 
fact that Joseph Smith and Oliver 
Cowdery held the highest priest
hood there was in the church, 
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and the further fact that they 
were told by Elms that all gene
rations after them should be 
blessed in them and their seed. 
These, together with the other 
scriptural evidence that I have 
presented, proves conclusively 
that the priesthood mentioned in 
Doctrine and Covenants, section 
107: 40, Salt Lake edition; sec
tion 104: 18,Lamoni edition,righlr 
ly belongs to the literal descend· 
ants of the chosen seed, Joseph 
:::;mith and Oliver Cowdery, to 
whom the promi;es were made. 
So that their posterity, through 
the law of lineage and faithful 
obedience to the commands of 
God, should be and ct.re entitled 
to hold· the same priesthood and 
occupy the same official position 
in the church which Joseph and 
Oliver held. 

For further proof in support 
of this position, turn to Doctrine. 
and Covenants, section 124: 56, 
62, Salt Lake edition; section 
107: 18, Lamoni edition, which 
reads as follows: 
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"And now I say unto you, a,s 
pertaining to my boarding house 
which I have commanded you to 
build for the boarding of strang
ers, let It be built unto my name, 
and let my name be named upon 
it, and let my servant Joseph, 
and his house have place therein, 
from generation to generation; 
For this anointing have I put 
upon his head, that his blessing 
shall also be put upon the head 
of his posterity after h~m, and 
as I said unto Abraham concern
ing the kindreds of the earth, 
even so I say unto my servant 
Joseph, In thee and in thy seed 
shall the kindred of the earth 
be blessed. Therefore, let my 
servant Joseph and his seed 
after him have place in that 
house, from generation to gene· 
ration, for ever and ever, saith 
the Lord, and let the name of 
that house be called Nauvoo 
bouse, and let it be a delightful 
habitation for man, and a resting 
place for the weary traveler, 
that he may contemplate the 
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glory of Zion, and the glory of 
this the corner s.tone thereof; 
that he may receive also the 
counsel from those whom I have 
set to be as plants of renown, 
and as watchman upon her 
walls." 

Let us examine this prophecy 
and commandment concerning 
Joseph Smith and his seed or 
poster1ty. In the first place we 
find that the Lord made choice 
of Joseph Smith and his pos-; 
terity to have charge of the 
Nauvoo house which he (God) 
had commanded his Saints to 
build for the boarding of strang
ers. Why was Joseph Smith 
chosen above all others to. occupy 
this position? Becaw;;e the Lord 
had chosen him from the begin
ning and ordained him to be at 
the head of the church. There
fore he was the proper person 
to give counsel to every traveler 
who might come to Nauvoo for 
the purpose of contempl~ting 

the glory of Zion and the glory 
of Nauvoo which was a corner· 
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stone thereof, or a Stake of Zion. 
This then being the case, we can 
readily understand why the Lord 
had said that Joseph's blessing 
should also be put upon the head 
of his posterity after him. Be
cause God had set them to be as 
plants of renown, and as watch
men upon her walls, and in this 
position they could and were to 
become a blessing to the kin
dreds of the earth, or, as it is 
stated elsewhere, in Joseph and 
h1s seed all generations after 
him should be blessed. 

In order to obtain a correct 
understandi.ng of the word bless
ing, as used in connection with 
Joseph Smith and his posterity, 
we will turn to the 49th chapter 
of Genesi& where we read of the 
blessings that Jacob pronounced 
upon the heads of his sons, in
cluding Joseph who received the 
crowning blessing, -and the 26th 
verse reads as follows: 

"The blessings of thy father 
have prevailed above the blesse 
ings of my progenitors [Abram 
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ham and Isaac] unto the utmost 
bounds of the everlasting hills: 
they shall be on the hea:l of 

· .Joseph, and on the crown of the 
head of him that was separate 
from his brethren." 

What was the crown of the 
head of Joseph? By turning to · 
the 48th chapter of Genesis we 
find that Joseph took his two 
sons to his father, Jacob, .and 
Jacob blessed them. But in 
blessing the lads he was led by 
the Spirit to bestow the crown
ing blessing upon Ephraim the 
youngest instead of Manasseh · 
who was the eldest, and although 
Joseph wanted his father to put 
his right hand upon Manasseh's 
head to confer the greater or 
crowning blessing upon hfm, be
cause he was the first bern, yet 
in verse 19 we read his father 
refused and said, "l know it my 
son, I know it, he also shall be· 
come a people, and he also shall 
be great: but truly his younger 
brother shall be greater than he, 
and his seed shall become a mul· 
titude of nations." 
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Here we learn that the crown 
of the head of Joseph was Eph
raim, who received the crowning 
or greater "blessing, which in
cluded the birthright, or in other 
words, the rights of the first
horn, as will be seen by turning 
to the 5th chapter of 1st Chron
icles, 1st verse, where it is re
corded that the birthright was 
taken from REJubeu the first born 
son of Jacob, because of trans
gression, and given to the sonS'of 
Joseph. And to show which ~ 
of the sons of Joseph was recog
nized by the Lord as having 
received the blessing including 
the birthright turn to Jeremiah 
the 31st chapter, and in the last 
clause of the 9th verse:the Lord 
says, "1 am a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my first born." 
And by reading the 16th and 
17th verses of the 32d chapter of 
Deuteronomy, we discover that 
certain blessings were to come 
upon the head of Joseph and 
upon the top of the head of him 
that was separate from his breth· 
ren: 
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"His glory is like the firstling 
of his bu1lock, and his horns are 
like the horns o:t unicorns: with 
them he shall push the people 
together to the ends of the earth: 
and they are t,he ten thousands 
of Ephraim, and they are the 
thousands of Manasseh." 

In the examination of the fore·· 
going we discover 
that certain blessings were put 
upon the head of Joseph, the son 
of Jacob, and these same bless
ings were to be put upon the 
cr@wn of the head of Joseph, 
which we have proven to be 
Ephraim, who :received the 
crowning blessing or blessing 
of the first and we claim 
that the blessings of the High

with all the 
pewer and which God 
did upon the head of Joseph 
Smith the Wh.S also put 

the head of his 
and the head of his 

was his. eldest 
was anointed 

on of 
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hands and by Joseph 
Smith the martyr, to be his suc
cessor as the prophet to the 
church, which we will abundant
ly prove later on. 

To prove that Joseph Smith 
the martyr understood that his 
posterity wouJd stand in his 
place and continue the work he 
had begun, we will quote from a 
letter written by him to John C. 
Calhoun, January 2, 1844, found 
in Times and Seasons, Vol. 5, p. 
295, in which he says: 

"While I have powers of body 
and mind; while water :runs and 
grass grows, while virtue is 
lovely and vice hateful; and 
while a stone points out a sac
red spot where a of 
American liberty once was, I or 
my will the cause 
of injured innocence." 

Has water ceased 
to :run? Ha,s grt~,ss ceased to 

Has virtue to be 
Has 
ex
not 
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ceased, then the posterity of Jo· 
seph Smith will continue to plead 
the same cause that their father 
plead during his life time. 

support of lineal priesthood 
I will read from Doctrine and 
Covenants, ~ec. 86, par. 8 to the 
end of the Sec.,Salt Lake edition; 
Sec. 84:3,4, Lamoni edition: 

"Therefore, thus saith the 
Lord unto you, with whom the 
priesthood hath continued 
through the lineage of your fath· 
ers, for ye are lawful heirs, ac· 
cording to the and have 
been hid from the world with 
Christ in God; therefore your 
life and the hath re
mained and must n.eeds remain 
through you and your lineage, 
until restoration of all things 
spoken by the mouths of all the 
holy prophets since the world 

blessed are 
ye ifye continue in my goodness, 
a hght unto the Gentiles, and 

this priesthood, a sa-
vior unto my Israel. The 
Lord hath s1:ud it. Amen." 
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In the revelation w~ 
discover that l;he priesthood had 
continued the lineage of 
somebody's and i,he ones 
to whom t.his revelat.Ion wajs giv= 
en were lawful heirs according to 
the flesh. Questwn? Was tbi.s 
revelation to, and concern
ing the chosen seed to whom the 
promises \vere made? or was it 
given to the twelve apostles 
who were not ordained until two 
or t,hree years after this revela
tion was given? We believe it 
was to, and concerning the 
chosen seed. to whom the 
ises were even that choice 
seer whom God Jo
seph of t.hat, he would 
raise up out of the fruit of the 
loins of the son of Jacob, 
which we have shown elsewhere 
was the latter-day 
seer. 

This true, then accord= 
to t11is revelation the priest~ 

. hood would have to continue 
him and his un-

til the restoration of all things 
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holy since the world 

his 
commandments) they should be 

unto 
and that 

a savior unto Israel. 
This was just what was intended 
that should be-
come when the were com· 
mitted unto bim Moses, when 
he unto Joseph and 

Temple. 
In this subject of 

lineal I will quote 
from the Times and Seasons, vol
ume 5, pagtc; 714, which reads as 
follows: 

"'l'han lrs be to 
ors and powers of the 
are not money or 
craft. are handed down by 
lineage from ftt ther to son, accord-

to the order of Son of 
God." 

I also call attention to a, state-
ment made Young, 
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when discoursing on the subject, 
''Rights of Heirship," which will 
be found in Millennia! Star, volume 
15, page 493. He s:•id: 

''This did belong, still 
belongs, and forj:'lver will belong 
to the first born son in every 
family of Adam':> race.'' 

'l'he next question that invites 
our attention 1s, did Joseph 
Smith, the martyr, appoint his 
son Joseph ·to succeed him as a. 
seer, a revelator, a translator 
and a prophet? We will first in= 
troduce the testimony of Lyman 
Wight. In the private journal 
of Lyman Wight this is found: 

"Sunday, December 8, 1850, 
bore testimony that Joseph Smith 

those of his own pos
terity to be his sur;cessor." 

And in a letter he wrote in 
July, 1855, from Medina River, 
Texas, to the Northern Islander,. 

a Strangite paper, he, Lyman 
Wigh'b, said: 

"Now Mr. Editor, if you had 
been present when Joseph 

on me 
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came out of jail, to lay hands 
with him on the head of a youth, 
and heard him cry aloud, you 
are my successor when I depart, 
and hea,rd the blessings poured 
on his head-I say had you beard 
all this,und seen the tears stream
ing from his eyes-you would not 
have been led [into following 
Strang] hy blind fanaticism, or 
a zeal without knowledge." 

Th1s is quot,ed by B. H. Rob
erts from the Saints Herald, vol
ume 39, pages 338-9. See Suc
cession in the Presidency of t,he 
Uhurch, by B. H. Roberts, page 
50. I will next present the tes
timony of Elder James White
head given under oath in the 
temple lot suit: 

''I recollect a meeting that was 
held in the winter of 1843, at 
Nauvoo, lllinois, to Joseph 
Smith's which the ap-
pointment was made Jo. 
seph Sm\th; of his successor. 
His son was selected as 
his successor. Smith did 
the There 
ent and 
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John Taylor, and some others 
who also spoke on the subject; 
there were twentyw·five I suppose 
at the meeting. At that meeting 

Smith, the present pre· 
officer of the complamant 
was selected by his fath

er as his successor. He was or· 
daiued l:ind anointed at that 

Smith the Pa,.. 
_and Jo

his father, blessed 
him and ordained him,and Newell 
K. Whitney poured the oil on his 
head and he was set apart to be 
his father's successor in office, 
holding aH the his father 
held. I tell all the per-
<Jons that were there 

there. John 
Richards; 

were two of Twelve; 
Ebenez;::n· Robinson was present, 

J. Aipheus 
I 

aH; I was there 
too. "-Plaintiffs Abstract of Evi
' ence in the lot page 
28. 

in 
pctge Jo-

son of Joseph 
testified -as 

follows: 
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I \iV"f1S coJled 
room in the Mi1l1sion 
i;here 
on of 
also presen 't BJt a 
grove near tbe 

my f<tther 
head gnd 

ttle 
ces ~or 7 ol~ suoees~ 

SOJ\ n 

with the testi 
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"Joseph Smith came on the 
stand leadmg his son, young Jo
seph, and they sat him down on 
a bench at the prophet's right 
hand, and Joseph got up and be
gan to preach and talk to !,he peo
ple, and the question he said was 
asked by somebody, 'If Joseph 
Smith should be killed or die, who 
would be successor?' And 
he turned around and said, point
ing to his son, 'there is the.succes
sor,' and 'he went on and 'said 
my work is pretty nearly done.' '' 
And tha,t is about all he satd in 
regard his son. He said in an
swer to a question that was asked 
as to who should be his successor 
in case he should be killed or die, 
and he pointed to his son, young 
Joseph, who was sitting there at 
his side, and said There is 
your leader. 

I will now present the sworn 
testimony of Mrs. Sophia K. 
Cook (a niece of Martin Harris) of 
Provo, Uta1

l, who testifies as fol
lows: 

"Provo City, Utah, September 
13, 1900. With no other motive 
than that the truth may be known 
by an men to whom this affirma
tion may come, I, Mrs. Sophia 
K. Cook, do hereby solemnly 
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swear that I was born ner1r Pon 
t.iac, Michigan, July 28, 1828. I 
was bautized into the Church of 
Jesus ~ Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, in Missouri, in my girl· 
hood, my parents having pre
viously united with t,hat church; 
that I am now a mem her of the 
Church of Latter-day Saints, the 
headquarters of which is located 
at Salt Lake City, though I do 
not indorse polygamy; that I was 
present a meeting held in a 
bowery in Nauvoo, Illinois, the 
date of which, to tbe best of my 
recollection, was the spring or 
summer of 1843 or 1844; I was 
sitting Wiilst from the speaker's 
stand, only a few feet; at this 
meeting I heard Joseph Smith, 
President of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of L'ttter-day Saints say 
in substance: I have often been 
asked who would succeed me as 
the prophet to the church. He 
then t,urned and led hiS son 
Joseph before the audience and 
said: •My son Joseph will be 
your next prophet.' Approxi· 
mately, I should say th13re were 
several hundred people present 
at this meeting. 

Sophia K. Coole 
"Subscribed and sworn to he~ 
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fore me this 13th of 
ber, A. D., 1900. 

"(Seal), John U. 

"My 
rmJ,ry 5, 
-Zrcm's ENSIGN, Vol. 12, No. 29, 
page 5. 

Emma 
Joseph Smith 
fied that sbe heard her 
(Joseph say that young 
Joseph was set to be his 
successor. 

Now let us examine the evi
dence I luwe nresented. 'l'he 
first three witnesses were Lyman 
Wight, James Whiteheiid and 
Joseph who all testify 
t.hey were present when Joseph 
Smith the martyr laid his hands 
on the head of his son Joseph, 11nd 
declared that. lns son Joseph, 
should be his successor. It 
should also be remembered that 

twelve 
cJrding 
his hands 

was one of the 
and that 

his own 
also on the 

in connection with 
when he, 

that 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



45 

It should further be rem em~ 
bored that the other two wit

Whitehead and 
both testrfied un

were present 
witnesses of that 

testified. The 
(John H. 

K Cook and Em-
two of them 

that they heard 
say that his son, 
was to be his sue-

according 
given by eye

witnesses, young Joseph was 
blessed, anointed Wlth oil, and 
ordained to succeed his father 
as a seer, a a transla-
tor and a prophet, by reason 
of his having all these gifts con
ferred on him through the man 
who was called of God, and ap
pointed to be the mouthpiece of 
God unto Israel, 1 say, 

reason of these g\fts, 
should entitled to 

preside over the church 
and be like unto accord= 

to the law of in 
Doctrine and section 
107; 92, Salt Lake 

paragraph 
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And in of this claim, I 
respectfully call attention to the 
fact that God himself has borne 
tes'r,imony eoncerning the pro
phetic mission of young Joseph, 
by himself to him 
in various ways. He first mani.:. 
fested himself to young Joseph 
in open vision in 1853. Again in 
1856 he to and in 
1860 young declared that 
for some time past he· had rem 
ceived manifestations from God, 
directing him what to do, and in 
1861, in order to silence the cavi
ling·s of some who said young 
Joseph not profess to be 
c&lled of Elder Chas. Derry 
wrote him, asking him to 
please state in answer, if God 
had indeed called1lim to succeed 
his father. To this 
plied that God had called to 
that position, and that the prom
ises of God to him was that he 
would call him again, again and 
again, untU men should know 
that gold, or lust, or the love of 
power were not the gods that 
had called him. 

On December 27, 1896, at In
dependence, Missouri, in a ser
mon delivered at that time and 
place-he, in to his call 
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from to in sue-
cession to his .father, he said, 
"The voice of God Wl:J,s to me, and 
the angel stood by me witlz tlze mes~ 
sage, The voice of the Spirit was.to 
me, as to what I should and 
not what somebody else shou.ld 
do; and from that time to this, I 
have gone in a,ccordance with 
the direction me, and so 
help me, the power ~hat sent me 
to do his will, I will continue un~ 
til the end shall come for me." 

These manifestations and rev
elations to which I have here re· 
ferred, were given to Jos~ph for 
his own guidance and benefit, 
but since 1860, he has received 
many :revelations and command· 
ments from God for the 
of the church over he pre· 
sides, which church was re~ 
vea1ed from God unto young 
Joseph, as the only organ· · 
ized the church that 

(God); and 
unto him, 
(the Reor

my Spirit, 
will continue to do so wh1le 

humble and faithful. 
B. H. Robert.s from 

of Mr. Smith, 
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page 772. 
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edi 

Thhl is ve:rv 
should not be lost 
God revealed unto man whom 
we have to be tbe true 
prophet 
ized Church of Jesus Christ of 

Saiats the 
we 

how we 
and that 

lest we be 
God, 

true church and 
of God. · 

And now ln conclusion I wi'lh 
to sav to all those who claim to 
belie;.e in the divine mission of 

Sm1th the 
and also in the 

Book of Mormon 
and Doctrine and Covenants. 
Search those books ca,refully, 
and see if I have not told the 
truth in 'all I lmve 1:or 
your consideration; and may God 
holo honest soul t;o under-
stand the truth and 
be obedient to his commands, 
that we all may become one in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen: 
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ERRATA. 

On page 20, 20th line from top, "sec
tion 109" should read, "section 107." 
On page 23, 11th line, "13th verse" 
should read, "18th verse." On page 
32, 13th line, "son of Joseph," should 
read, "sons of Joseph." 
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