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COMMUNION WITH OTHER CHURCHES. 
A letter addressed to Bishop B. R. McGuire 

raised a question as to the propriety of one of 
our elders partaking of the sacrament with 
other churches. The question was referred 
by President Smith to Brother S. A. Burgess 
for comment. His reply is attached, to
gether with an extract from the Saints' 
Herald on that subject: 
"President F. M. Smith, 

Independence, Missouri. 
"Dear Brother: Your question from 

Bishop McGuire has been received, as fol
lows: 

" 'Has an officer and minister of the Reor
ganaized Latter Day Saints Church a right to 
partake of the sacrament administered by an
other church, and if he so does intentionally, 
and advisedly as far as he, the partaker, is 
concerned, then what should be done in his 
case?' 

"Looking it up in our Herald file I note the 
attached editorial in 1876, [see extract at 
close of this letter] when your father and 
Henry A. Stebbins were editors. And I recall 
a similar statement in other editorials that I 
have had occasion to go through in the past 
year. 

"1. We cannot recognize their authority to 
administer in the sacrament of the church. 

"2. It means a renewal of the covenant 
entered into in baptism. 

"3. It is a renewal of the communal bond 
of brotherhood between us. 

"4. As is pointed out in this editorial, it 
should be between those who recognize alike, 
the body and the blood of Jesus in the 
memorial. 

"5. Our prayer of consecmtion is involved, 
that they may keep his com:mandments 

which he has given them, that they may have 
his Spirit to be with them. Among these 
commandments is the one of baptism by 
recognized authority. There is also involved, 
M a possible additional point, a recognition 
of the Spirit of God in inspiration and reve
lation. 

"In partaking in some other church, they 
of course recognize in a way the memorial 
service, that it is in memory of the body and 
blood of Jesus. They also recognize in a way 
the communal bond, including all those who 
recognize Jesus, even though it be by the 
shaking of hands or the signing of one's 
name to a card. 

"It would seem that there are good reasons 
why we are close communion and do not in
clude others in our sacrament service. It 
would seem that there are also good. reasons 
why weare close corn:munion in the sense that 
we should not partake with others in their 
service. Yet it is possible that we may recog
nize all that they infer in their service, and 
much more besides. 

"As a practice, it is rather to be con
demned; that is, continuing to partake with 
other churches in renewing this very holy 
rite. 

"But I call to mind the case of a sister who 
was hundreds of miles from the nearest 
church, so she attended services with the 
Methodists. Whether she partook of their 
sacrament, I do not know. I think probably 
not, as she let them know exactly who she 
was, and what she was. She did not at least, 
deceive them. 

"Again, another instance of a young man 
who was located nearly as far from the 
nearest branch of the church, so he attended 
a Christian church, taught the Sunday school 
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class, assisted in the choir, and in other ways. 
He was called upon on one occasion to pass 
the sacrament, but declined. He also, I be
lieve, made known his profession and faith. 
Whe,ther he partook or not with them, I do 
not know. 

"Again, one of our prominent ministers 
and another elder were invited by. a con
vention of the Christian Church, a very large 
assembly, to deliver the principal address on 
Sunday. They did so, not concealing the fact 
of their church affiliations, and not, of course, 
confining their attention to the Book of Mor
mon, and such topics in the sermon that was 
given. Those in charge of the congregatioll 
knew who they were. But before they could 
withdraw, the Lord's supper was adminis
tered. With hesitancy and with qualms, 
nevertheless, they partook, considering it the 
lesser evil of the two, as to have refused 
would undo the good work they had been 
attempting. 

"A minister of the church who. conveys by 
his habitual conduct a disrespect for this 
ordinance, or that we believe in great loose
ness and openness in its adm~inistration, of 
course, is guilty of a serious wrong and 
should be admonished. On the other hand, it 
would seem to me that occasions may arise 
incidentally, which at the time would make it 
at least excusable. Vie are close communion 
and I believe rightly so. The Apostle Paul 
has something to say upon this topic, which, 
if anything, was more pertinent. 

Naturally we have to remember the differ
ence of circumstance, as he was dealing with 
the problem of the heathen, and therefore 
urges we should not sanction idolatry. But 
at the same time he shows a great liberality, 
and says when we are invited out, do not in
quire too closely. He places the objection at 
the right place; that is, it is not a question 
so much of his conscience, for he would be 
all things. to all men to bring some to Christ, 
but it is the conscience of his brethren, and 
the conscience of those with whom he eats. 
The nature of the sacrament itself, and its 
history, makes it of necessity close com
munion. (See article on the sacrament in 
volume 60, beginning on page 1001, by 

Frederick M. Smith, especially page 1003.) 
We should not make a practice of partaking 
in other churches. Some circumstances 
might make the incidental need to be ex
cusable. 

"Sincerely yours,· 
"S. A. Burgess. 

"Lamoni, Iowa, April 26." 

Extracts from Herald. 

"Query.-Is it in keeping with the con
sistent duty of a Saint to partake of 
the sacrament with (so-called) sectarian 
churches? 

"Answer.--We certainly should not wish, 
or dare to partake of the sacramental em
blems, with a body of believers that we did 
not regard as the church of Christ. We 
think that he who does fails to "discern the 
Lord's body" within the meaning of the 
term, as used by the elders and quoted from 
the books. The partaking of 'the sacrament 
is an ordinance to be observed within the 
church; and witnesses, besides the com
memoration of the Lord's death and resur
rection, the fact of fellowship with the 
Saints; that the hopes, faith and prospects 
are the same; that the lot of one is the lot 
of all; that the one determination to live, bear 
and forbear, suffer and do for one common 
cause, marks all the members of one body ; 
and it seems to us impracticable to witness 
all these things in communion with a church, 
or churches which we do :rot consider as the 
church of Christ. 

"The partaking of the sacrament also an
nounces a belief in the presence of the Spirit 

. with the band of believers who are worship
ing, and the denial of the means whereby the 
Spirit is conferred, warrants us in being 
assured that that Spir:it is not with so-called 
sectarian churches; this is to us sufficient 
reason, if there were no others, why Saints 
cannot consistently with themselves and 
their profession eat and drink of the em
blems with unbelievers, so-called, sectarian 
churches." -Saint8' H entld, volume 23, pp" 
400, 401. 
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THE RESULTS OF USING TOBACCO. 

A brother writes: 
"I am sorry to say it, but the condition of 

this branch is due to the indifference of the 
priesthood; the condition of the priesthood 
is due to the use of tobacco. My experience 
has been, that where the priesthood use to
bacco they are of very little value to the 
church; and the branch is suffering as a 
result. 

"I will welcome the time when users of to
bacco will not be allowed to hold a license of 
any kind in the church. Why draw the line 
between the missionary and local men? 
especially when we know the result. It is not 
fair to the local men; they have just as much 
right to be clean in that respect as the mis
sionary." 

GRIT. 

A missionary writes from his field as fol
lows: 

"Things in this part of the field are in a 
pretty fair shape, and there will be· a great 
wmk done here if we can only keep up our 
courage. That is another reason of failures. 
Many of us get the blues too easily and just 
because the house is not full the first three 
or four nights pull out and go somewhere 
else. That is a mistake, for when we start 
at a place we should only see success ahead, 
and not become discouraged at the first little 
trial and give that place up. Many a good 
opening has been lost this way, and the Devil 
grins and says: 'That missionary got cold 
feet easy, didn't he? He will never come this 

1 way any more, and I shall have this little 
town all to myself.' My experience has been 
that where we see the most discouraging 
conditions, there is always where the best 
work is done if we have the grit to stick; 
and unless a man is about ninety-nine per 
cent grit he has no business trying to be a 
missionary. Anybody can do lots of things 
and smile when things are going their way, 
but it takes a man filled with the Spirit of 
God to smile when he is hard hit. When a 
boy, I knew a fellow who was a poor judge of 
man power and many times he used some of 

his poor judgment in picking his quarrels. 
Many times he got the worst of it, but he al
ways said, 'Enough', with a smile. That man 
has made a success in life. There is a good 
lesson there; he met his trials with a grin. 
Grit and grin will win in the missionary field 
if mixed with a good share of the Spirit of 
God." 

SELECTING A MAN TO PRESIDE. 
A missionary writes: 
"There is one question I have been think

ing of asking your opinion about for some 
time. That is, where a missionay goes into 
a branch to hold a meeting, is it his meeting 
or does it belong to the branch? It seems 
to me he should direct the meeting; not arbi
trarily, however, but agreeable with the feel
ings of the Saints of the place. ·There is 
nothing that this church needs m:ore than a 
little education on good generalship in con
ducting meetings. For example: On last 
Sunday night when the church was full and a 
number of outsiders present, a man was 
asked to preside whom I believe never did 
take charge of a meeting before. He found 
a lot of ~nnouncements on the stand to be 
read and the poor fellow blundered along 
through them the. best he could, but I think 
it an imposition upon any audience and 
especially a large crowd to put such men up 
to preside, and it surely is no kindness to the 
man. I would like very much to see some
thing come out in the little priesthood p'aper 
on this subject." 

Though no opinion be expressed here in re
ply to the inquiry, a reading of the query 
itself may start a profitable line of thought 
in some minds. 

DEBATES. 
A brother writes in a weekly letter as fol

lows concerning debates: 
"Relative to the discussion I shall only say 

that while we came out more than victorious 
I feel that the work has been cheapened to 
some extent in that place. The man we met 
in debate gained perhaps all that was gained, 
i. e., perhaps one hundred dollars or more. 
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While our people, as they testified, were only 
strengthened in the faith the discussion in
vited a slanderous attack which carried with 
it a certain sting both to those in the church 
and out. I am made to believe that while 
there are times when a debate is necessary 
to defend ourselves, there are other times 
when straight, constructive preaching would 
do far better than to pause and notice our 
jealous opposers when they want to 'meet in 
debate' where they can say enough mean 
things to affect our progress." 

SOME WHOLESOME IDEALS. 

One of our evangelists who tries to keep 
busy within the limits of his somewhat 
limited physical strength, recently wrote: 

"I have been sick for some days prior to 
yesterday and possibly overdid, physically, 
by attending too many services yesterday
three-besides going at night to to 
wind up the day's work by a sermon, the road 
being about as rough as I ever traveled over 
by auto. By the way, it may not be right to 
call it a sermon after what Brother Dwyer 
has to say about such! Yet his conclusion 
is legitimate-that the personality of the man 
must needs shine out and yet be clothed with 
the humility of the Spirit. Except ye have 
the Spirit ye shall not preach, should be the 
guide for every man, but how few of us have 
the courage to acknowledge that we do not 
have it by sitting down when we are made to 

realize that it is not present? Time and 
again I have heard choirs sing, There's 
music in my soul, when I thought that they 
might be expressing the truth all right, but 
one thing was apparent; they were making 
a signal failure to display the fact outwardly. 
It was not so much the question of music in 
the soul as it was a question of having 
soul in the music! And so a soulless ser
mon is as dead as a soulless man-ready for 
burial. Yet after all there are bound to be 
a whole lot of discrepancies leading along the 
path to final victory. If I could have it my 
way my pulpit talks would be filled more and 
more with the humility of the Holy Spirit's 
presence as the years are multiplied unto me." 

That is the lesson science has to teach 
theology-to look for the action of the Deity, 
if at all, then always; not in the past alone, 
nor only in the future, but equally in the 
present. If His action is not visible now, 
it never will be, and never has been visible.
From Science and Immortality, p. 30, by Sir 
Oliver Lodge, F. R. S. 

THE RICH AND THE POOR. 
One elder writes: "I find that the poor peo

ple more readily accept the gospel ; and in 
that part of the country where the people 
are quite well to do, they build churches, 
but do not worship in them; they buy Bibles, 
but do not accept the truths in them; they be
lieve in God, but do not fear him; they 
acknowledge Jesus, but neither keep his com
mands nor follow him. So I bade them fare
well and came back to my field of labor. My 
testimony will stand in the day of judgment 
as a witness against them." 

WORK. 
With hand on the spade and heart in the sky 

Dress the ground and till it; 
Turn in the little seed, brown and dry, 

Turn out the golden millet. 
Work, and your house shall be duly fed: 

Work, and rest shall be won; 
I hold that a man had better be dead 

Than alive when his work is done. 
-Alice Cary. 
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A MOST IMPORTANT STUDY. 
The Book of Human Nature. 

Salvation Army workers get very close to 
human nature. On the one hand they meet 
the ultra rich and fashionable, from whom 
they solicit. On the other hand they en
counter the very lowest and most wretched 
outcasts, to whom they administer. Out of 
this rich experience Commander Evaw>'eline 
Booth speaks : "' 
· "It was my father's firm conviction that no 

one is fit to do much in the way of helping 
folks unless he or she really knows them. 
And the system he founded provided an in
telligent training and practical experience for 
every member of his organization, to gain 
this fundamental knowledge. He made no ex
ception, not even with his own children. Not 
for a single week are any of us in the Army 
out of touch with life in its stark, unveiled 
realities; and every day brings us a new pa
tience with the shortcomings of men and 
women, and a new admiration for their cour
age and faith." 

Among all the studies that are urged upon 
the attention of the ministry none is more 
important than the study of human nature at 
first hand. The field for original research is 
at every man's door. No other study is more 
important or more fascinating. You may say 
that we should except the word of God. But 
the word became flesh and was best revealed 
in human character-that of Jesus. 

Textbooks on psychology may give us 
laws and general principles. Contact with 
humanity gives us understanding. The one 
supplements the other. 

But the one who seeks this understanding 
must realize that it can only result from a 

sympathetic approach. Any least atom of 
contempt for others· immediately closes the 
door of understanding. Jesus seeing the 
multitude had compassion on them. Too 
often we are limited strictly to our own class 
because we dislike and distrust all other 
classes. 

Any minister who understands men, no 
matter whether he be a minister in charge, a 
district presid~nt, a branch president, or a 
quorum president, is at an advantage. He is 
-then able to direct those under his charge and 
work with them. He is in sympathy with 
them and he understands them. His work 
will succeed. But the man who does. not 
understand others can never direct their 
labors successfully. Every business man 
knows that a knowledge of human nature is 
indispensable to management. 

On the other hand it is equally necessary 
for the preacher in the presentation of the 
word to man to do so with the understand
ing and the spirit. Not only must he under
stand his message-he must understand his 
auditors. Otherwise he can m;ake no intelli
gent appeal either to heart or to brain-and 
every good sermon should appeal to both. 
The same also will hold true in all his minis
trations, whether as priest visiting the homes 
of the Saints, as teacher essaying to settle 
difficulties, as deacon or bishop dispensing 
alms to the distressed, or as pastor over a 
flock. 

The ministrations of Jesus were so pro
foundly satisfying ard so successful because 
of his deep sympathy and his keen discern
ment. The secret is given in this: "He knew 
all men, and needed not that any should 
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testify of man; for he knew what was in 
man." 

Elbert A. Smith. 
(To be continued.) 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
On Box Socials in the Church. 

A district president propounds the fol~ 

lowing: 
"Would you offer any objections to a box 

social, where the sisters fill a box with good 
things to eat, place their name in it, and sell 
it to the highest bidder at auction, in the 
main auditorium of the church, if there were 
no other suitable place; the proceeds to go to 
the branch; the buyer to eat with the sister 
whose name is in the box? This is causing 
much friction at present,. in our district, in 
three branches. Some have tried hard to get 
my opinion, but I will let you decide." 

The following answer was made: 
"We note your inquiry about the propriety 

of holding box socials in the church building 
at which the sisters offer boxes for sale, their 
J).ames being concealed within the boxes, the 
highest bidders to win the boxes and have 
the privilege of eating with the sisters who . 
put up the lunches. While such a social 
gathering under certain conditions might be 
entirely harmless and innocent, there is some 
question about the propriety of holding it in 
the church building, and more particularly in 
your district, since the custom seems to have 
caused considerable contention, as you stated 
in your letter. In view of this fact, it might 
be well to advise against such practice. If it 
is causing extreme division and friction in 
three branches, as you state, certainly some 
other place had best be fomid for these 
socials, or some other form of entertainment 
be adopted if social gatherings are to be held 
in the church." 

On the Communion Service. 

A branch president writes: 
"I am seeking your counsel in a matter that 

deeply interests me at this time, and trust 
you will pardon my taking up your time. 

"I am desirous of making a slight change in 

our manner of administering the sacrament, 
and wish to know your position in the mat
ter, and whether my scheme· is in conflict 
with the law of Christ, or the law of the 
church. 

"I would much prefer to have our mem
bers come to the altar and leave their obla
tion, and be served by the priests with the 
emblems typical of the broken body and shed 
blood of Christ, than to have the emblems 
carried around the church and be taken by 
the membership in the listless manner that 
my observation leads me to believe is pretty 
general in this part of the field. I am not 
seeking to usher in innovations, or copy any 
of the methods of other churches, but I am 
sincerely trying to instill a deeper reverence 
for these emblems in the hearts of my mem
bers, and create within our branch a spirit of 
real progress, for I fully agree with the gen
eral position that we must come up higher, 
and not be fettered by 'decisions' and oldtime 
customs, some without any authority of law, 
and in some instances of comm:on sense." 

The following answer was given: 
"The Presidency has received yours of 

May 20 and note your question concerning 
the method of serving the emblems at com
munion service. We are of the opinion that 
nothing would be gained by adopting the 
custom of having the members come indi
vidually to the altar to leave their oblations 
and there be served the emblems by the 
priests. This would be a startling innova
tion upon our historic custom, and ere such 
a change should be made there should be 
most obvious reasons giving justification. 
Such reasons do not exist in this instance, so 
far as we can judge. 

"We believe that the time-honored custom 
should be observed. It is true that there 
should be an increase in the matter of de
votion, and honor, and dignity in connection 
with the service; however, this may as well 
be obtained under· one system as the other 
and may be obtained if the presiding officers 
will see to it that there is decorum and quiet 
in the assembly and that the priests serving 
the emblems pass out to the aisles in order, 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



ONE 7 

and that the whole service is marked by that 
spirit of consecration, devotion, and order 
which should characterize such a service." 

PROPOSED COURSE OF STUDY. 
A former student of Graceland College who 

is interested in the proposed preparation of 
young men for missionary work has prepared 
an outline of study for the use of those who 
may be interested in the work in the Holy 
Land. For the benefit of those who may be 
interested, the list is appended. 
Studies for Effective Work Among the People 

Of the Near East. 
I. History. 

1. The Hebrew. 
a. From Abraham to the Captivity. 
b. From the Captivity to Jesus Christ. 
c. From A. D. 1 to 1800. 
d. From 1800 to 1900. 
e. Modern times. 

2. The Turk. 

a. From its origin to Mohammed. 
b. From Mohammed to the Crimean 

War. 
c. From the Crimean War to Balkan 

War. 
d. Modern Times. 

3. The Arabs, and nomadic tribes of the 
Near East. 

4. Armenians and N estorians. 
5. Caucasians, Kurds, and Iranians. 
6. Other nations, from Afghanistan and 

northern India to Arabia. 
H. Philosophy. 

1. Judaism. 
a. The law of Moses. 
b. The Talmudic interpretation. 
c. The philosophy of modern Judaism. 

2. Mohammedism. 
3. The Armenian and NestorianChristians. 
4. Zoroastranism. 
5. Lamaism and other beliefs of central 

Asia and northern India. 
III. Characteristics and Social Customs. 

1. The Hebrew, p:>or and rich. 
2. The Turk. 

3. The Christian peoples of the Near East. 
4. The. Arab and the Bedouin. 
5. The Persian (Iranian) and the mountain 

tribes. 
6. The alien element in the Near East. 

IV. Language. 
1. Hebrew. 

v. 

a. Orthography and grammar. 
b. Relation of Hebrew to Arabic, Turk

ish, Yiddish, and the other Semitic 
languages. 

2. A cursory knowledge of other tongues 
of the Near East. 

Geography. 
1. Palestine-past, present-future expec-

tations. 
2. Egypt and Arabia. 
3. Syria and Mesopotamia. 
4. Asia Minor, Armenia, Transcaucasia, 

and Turkestan. 
5. Afghanistan and northern India. 

VI. The Gospel and the Jews. 
1. Prophecies fulfilled. 
2. Prophecies ye,t to be fulfilled. 
3. The Messiah. 
4. The "Angel's Message" and its relation 

to the Jews. 
5. The Book of Mormon and the Jew. 
6. Relation of Zion and Jerusalem. 
7. The temporal law and the Jew. 
8. The problem of the Ten Tribes. 

VII. The Gospel and other Peoples of Near 
East. 

1. How to break the hold of Catholicism in 
Asia. 

2. The fallacies of the Koran. 
VIII. Health and Disease. 

1. Study of sanitation. 
2. Short course in medicine and in oriental 

diseases. 
3. Principles of nursing. 

IX. Prayer and Devotion. 

A LETTER TO DISTRICT PRIESTHOOD. 
Elder 0. Salisbury, formerly president of 

the Des Moines District, and newly elected 
president of the Pottawattamie District, has 
gotten out a circular letter with report blank 
to members of the priesthood in his district. 
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It is herewith presented, not necessarily as a 
model, but rather because of the suggestions 
it may have for other district officers: 

7 40 Cross Street, Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
To the Priesthood: · 

Dear Brother: You know a carpenter must 
be acquainted with, not only his hammer and 

. saw, but he must know something about the 
material he is going to use before he C8n lay 
his plans. So it is with us. We want to be· 
come acquainted with the material in the 
ministry of the district. The inclosed blank 
is for that purpose. Do not delay in answer
ing,-to do so means the retarding of the 
work of the district. 

We should always have a purpose and work 
towards a definite end. If we are an elder, 
let our reading and studying be of a character 
that will qualify us for our particular work; 
if a priest, teacher, .or deacon, remember our 
work is important, and to the extent we fail 
the work of the Lord will be hindered. The 
M.aster has called us and he expects our very 
best efforts. Our future will be just what we 
prepare for, for as we sow so shall we reap. 
We want to help you in every way possible, 
and to this end solicit your cooperation, sug
gestions, and criticisms. But with the criti
cism, always give a remedy. Your immediate 
reply will assist in arranging our future 
work. 

Very sincerely yours, 
0. Salisbury. 

ONE 

.REPORT. 

(Carefully fill out this blank and mail to 
the District President, 0. Salisbury, 7 40 
Cross Street, Council Bluffs, Iowa.) 
Name .................................................................................................. . 
Add1·ess ·······································'····················································· 
Office ................................................................................................... :. 
Age ....................................................................................................... . 

When ordained ............................................................................. . 

What experience have you had in preaching 

In Sunday school ..................................................................... . 

In Religio ........................................................................................ . 

What kind of church work are you best pre-
pared for ......................................................................................... . 

What experience have you had as a visiting 
officer ................................................................................................... . 

How many visits do you think you can make 
g week for the next six months ................................... . 

Tell how you think a visit should be made ........... . 

What church papers do you take ............................. . 

Are you studying any special course or books 

If so, what .................................................................................. .. 

If you are an elder or priest. will you respond 
to do work outside of your home branch ........... . 

If so, to what extent ........................................................... . 
-----------·-------------- ...................................... ---------------------------------------------------

Can the district president expect a weekly 
letter from you .................................................................... . 
If not, why ............................................................................ . 
----··-----------················-------···--·-·-----------------···················································· 

....... ········ ········· --······· ........ --· --- .............. ········--········· 

Remarks and suggestions ........................................ , ..... . 

····································· ·····················································--·············· 

Date .. ··················· .................................... 1919. 
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APOSTASY. 
A brother writes from the field as follows: 
"What the Saints need everywhere, it 

seems to rne, is a revival. Surely everything 
points to the fact that we are living in 
peculiar an~l trying times. Events never oc
cun·ed, in the church and out of the church, 
ar; they nre d01:ng now. Everything seems to. 
indicate that we a/re enter'ing into the great 
a]Josiasy foretold in the prophetic utter
ances. The sun is fast entering the shadow. 

"I have just finished reading, for the third 
time, Canon Farrar's 'Early Christianity.' It 
is a marvelous work. It shows clearly that 
God'R dealing with the world, and through 
the church, has been one long series of back
slidings and reclamations, failings away and 
restorations. But Paul tells of a time, which 
would prec~de the coming of Antichrist, when 
there would be a general falling away, more 
universal and pronounced than any that had 
obtained before. · 

"The sectarian churches are suffering in a 
more marked degree than we are. The recent 
statistics make the startling revelation that 
seven thousand congregations passed through 
twelve months without a single member being 
added, by conversion or otherwise. 

"The more I read of the signs of the times, 
in the religious world, the more I am con
vinced that the apostasy of the time in which 
we now live is not one of the usual apostasies 
spoken of by Canon Farrar. It is not a 
temporary apostasy. I wish I could believe 
that it is. I am convinced we are entering 
into the apostasy that was seen coming upon 
the world through the inspired eye of the 
apostle. I believe before another ten years 

shall have passed this fact will dawn upon 
many who refuse to see it now. I believe we 
are entering a starless midnight of church 
apostasy. 

"To say that the Saints are exempt fl·om 
the spirit of indifference that has crept into 
the sectarian churches would be clouding the 
truth. Hundreds of the Saints have ceased to 
hunger for the deep things of God. In many 
places the presidents of the branches com
plain at the ever-increasing laxity in at
tendance at the church services. The fires 
on the altars are burning low, and but few 
come to the feasts of the Lord." 

A LESSON FROM BUSINESS. 
\Ve are indebted. to Brother G. J. Waller of 

San Francisco for the following extract .from 
the Missionary He1·ald for July, 1918, en
titled "A shrewd lesson in modern business," 
which cannot be read by our missionaries 
without some profit. We suggest that both 
missionaries and locals consider the salient 
points in this article with a view to seeing 
how far such methods as are presented in the 
article can be appropriated to our own work. 

(From Missionary Herald, July, 1918.) 
[We take pleasure in reproducing here a 

portion of an editorial from the ComrnerCial 
and Financial Chr-onicle, of New York, dated 
April 20, 1918. Readers of the Missionary 
Hemld will realize that they are already 
famiJiar with the facts referred to, embody
ing as they do the story of the reestablish
ing of the Fen Chow station in Shansi. But 
we are sure they will be interested to learn 
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how these facts impressed an up-to-date 
business authority.-The Editor.] 

An old American house, which found its 
business in China heavily disrupted and many 
of its local representatives killed in the Boxer 
outbreak, recognizing that a new state of 
things had arisen and that China would be 
compelled to enter as never before the mar
kets of the world, determined to push its 
business by meeting as far as possible the 
new condition. 

One of the moves was to send into a large 
province in central China, in which its loss 
had been most complete, a very small, care
fully selected force. They found in the 
central city only something over a dozen peo
ple surviving who had had any connection 
with their work. The territory they wished to 
work measured 40,000 square miles, more 
than three times the size of Belgium, and con
tained a population of three and a half mil
lions. They devoted themselves first to mak
ing a careful survey of the whole territory, 
to determine the resources of the country, the 
lines of intercommunication, the course of the 
rivers, the location of the towns and villages, 
the various occupations of the people, and, as 
far as possible, their customs and. habits. The 
only maps they could obtain at the outset 
noted twenty-eight towns; they were able to 
locate eight thousand. Having completed the 
physical survey, they selected several grow
ing cities as the most important centers of 
population and influence in which to begin 
work, which thus far they had kept well out 
of sight. 

The next step was to select and train two 
trustworthy and competent natives as their 
representatives. These they sent to a selected 
center, with strict orders to settle there 
quietly, and simply say to all inquirers that 
they were there "on business," an answer 
which in China is always sufficient. These 
men were to make friends as opportunity 
offered, and learn who were the two or three 
men of the city most highly respected for 
their character and position. They were to 
get introduction to these gentlemen. and take 
all the time necessary to win their friendship. 

Only after this was done were they to tell 
them fully and frankly what was th~ir busi
ness. Gradually they were to proceed to ex
plain to them its advantages and secure their 
approval and possible interest in it. This 
done, and not before, they hired a place of 
business, fitted it up handsomely, prepared 
an attractive sign, and announced that they 
would have an opening day. 

When the day came and the curious crowd 
looked in, it was surprised to see several of 
the best men of the town at the front, and to 
hear them speak favorably of the enterprise. 
Immediately men were put in training to go 
to adjoining towns and repeat the process, 
and each new position so occupied was 
charged with the duty of similarly multiply
ing itself. Meanwhile, the central· station was 
rapidly enlarged, with especial reference to 
training the needed native staff and spread
ing knowledge of the business as widely as 
possible. 

Ten years have passed. At the outset, as 
far as is known, outside the city of their 
destroyed original plant, not a person in the 
province had heard of the concern or knew 
anything of its business. To-day it is well 
established in seventy-seven. important 
<tenters, with some four thousand church 
members. It distributes annually through
out, the provincP- some seventy thousand 
copies of its special documents. In itseentral 
station it has a compound of over twenty 
acres in extent, inclosing a number of im
portant productive establishments, with two 
hundred native employees, and a special 
training class of three hundred and fifty men, 
many of them among the rrf<ost influential in 
the city. It has won the confidence of the 
business world, so that it now fears no compe
tition and can command considerable local 
capital as its needs may require. Some of its 
best local plants have been erected entirely 
by native funds. Though China is still in the 
throes of a great political upheaval, and no 
man can foretell what is to be China's fate in 
the recasting of the map of the world which 
is to follow the war, no foreign enterprise in 
China, commercial or otherwise, has a more 
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solid foundation or gives promise of larger 
returns than this. 

That this is the account of a religious and 
educational mission opened by the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis
sions in the heart of a nation having 400,000,-
000 of population, after a great and destruc
tive revolution, and carried to its present suc
cessful condition by several young American 
missionaries, ought not to make it less 
worthy of admiration, or less valuable as an 
example of hard-headed business intelli
gence." 

COMMUNION WITH OTHER CHURCHES. 
A branch president writes: 
"In loe>king over the pages of the last issue 

of the ONE I found myself considerably inter
ested in the article on 'Communion with 
other churches.' 

"Members of the church have come to me 
with this question and my answer has always 
been to the effect, that other churches were 
not one with us in belief or purpose, and the 
Lord told Joseph that 'they teach for doc
trines the commandments of men.' We deny 
their authority as divine and they deny ours 
and falsely accuse us. Webster gives as 
synonyms of the word communion: Fellow
ship, concord, agreement, and unity. Both 
churches that might be under consideration 
would agree in the interpretation of the word. 
This being true, I would not be dealing justly 
with God, friend, or myself, in partaking 
with them. In doing so with this understand
ing I would h'e misrepresenting the real 
thought of my heart. Should my friend meet 
in communion service with me, or in any Lat
ter Day Saint sacramental service, he would 
then discover- my true position in the mat
ter and find that I had not done as I believed. 
His consci(mce would be wounded and his con
fidence lessened in my preaching. 

"To me it is not a question of immediate 
results, but rather the effect of my example 
in increasing the confidence of others in the 
gospel of Christ. Neither is it a question of 
conditions, or occasions that may arise; if so, 

the three Hebrews of Daniel may have been 
justified in kneeling before the image of the 
king, as it was not their real desire. If it be 
a question of the most good, and we be right 
in our position, then the most good will 
result in being true to our position." 

DESIRES VERSUS DEEDS. 
An elder writes: 
"I noted the usual inclination on the part 

of the Saints to speak their love for the work 
and their desires to see and to help its 
progress. At the same time I think of the 
very tediously slow progress in the develop
ment of the lives of ordinary men and 
women, and how that in the lives of many we 
are able to no~e but very little change as the 
years come and go. From the standpoint of 
spiritual perfectness, this undoubtedly is re
sponsible for the slow progress of our work 
in general. It seems to demonstrate that 
man's desires and the expression of them will 
avail him nothing without a mighty effort on 
his part and the contimtal absorption of Di
vinity. So I think when I hear the almost 
pa,ssionate expression of desires of men, and 
watch for results, that in many cases, behind 
it there is lacldng that dynamic power that 
would bring about a .more speedy regenera
tion, and in turn bring about a regeneration 
and perfectness in the church at large.'' 

NEW WAYS TO TREAT OLD THEMES. 
Elder L. G. Holloway writes to the Presi

dency as follows: 
"Another week has passed and it is time 

for the 'weekly letter.' Sometimes I fear it 
is rather of a stereotyped form, but I try to 
give the things that would be of interest to 
you, especially in letting you know some of 
the activities in which we are indulging our
selves. With other duties, I have been try
ing the past week to develop some new ser
mons that would appeal, especially, to the 
Saints. I find it very educational and food 
for the preacher to formulate some new lines 
of thought, and that it is not only beneficial 
to the speaker, but also of some benefit to 
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the congregation to whom he speaks. I have 
tried in my ministerial work not to get into 
a rut and preach the same se1:mon over and 
over again, but at times there appeal to me 
certain subjects, and when in the proper 
frame of mind I can develop these subjects, 
so that I get real pleasure from making a 
practical application of them." 

A MOST IMPORTANT STUDY.-Part 2. 
The Book of Human Nature. 

In the precc:ding number we emphasized 
the necessity of studying human nature at 
first hand, as manifested in those with whom 
we come into intimate contact. But in order 
to understand others one must understand 
himself. On that point we again -quote Com
mander Evangeline Booth- of the Salvation 
Arrri.y: 

~ ''All 9f us have done enough of the things 
we ought not to do, so the memory ought to 
make us a good deal more tolerant than we 
sometimes are. It was our frank and genial 
friend Montaigne who gave it as his opinion 
that there is no man who has not deserved 
hanging five or six times, not excluding even 
himself. 'Five or six as ridiculous stories 
can be told of me,' he says, 'as of any man 
living.' Most of us would hardly make the 
statement quite so strong; yet even Phillips 
Brooks once spoke of the excitement that 
would be caused if all our minds were some 
morning to be emptiedout onBoston Common 
for all the world to see. There may be some 
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man or woman in the world who can contem
plate that possibility without the suggestion 

·of a shudder; but if so he or she lives outside 
the experience of the Salvation Army. Our 
observation is that there are incidents in 
almost every life that would not look well on 
the front page of the morning paper; and 
that even the best of men have had crit
ical moments which they dislike to rememiber, 
yet ought to remember often enough to keep 
them always humble." 

It is quite necessary that a man should 
"examine himself" critically from time to 
time. Charity may truly be said to begin at 
home in that particular. "The man who ap::
praises himself correctly is very likely to be 
more patient and long suffering with others. 
The man who closes his eyes to his own faults 
is always most intolerant of others. The 
Pharisees never saw themselves until Jesus 
pulled the mask from them and held up the 
mirror. 

A tenacious memory of our own past mis
takes, follies, temptations, and close skirting 
of the precipice, will greatly help us to under
stand others. Human nature in the mass is 
our own nature written large. Let self 
appraise self without these easy excuses that 
we accept for ourselves but reject when pre
sented by others. We then approach a mental 
state wherein we can apply the golden rule. 

The man who understands his own nature 
and capabilities as well as limitations is in a 
position to direct his own work intelligently. 
On the one hand he will avoid the fatal 
malady of self-exaltation, commonly called 
the "big head." On the other hand he will 
avoid the other extreme of self-depr:eciation. 
Some men overreach themselves, while others 
never do the work they might do because 
they underestimate their own capabilities. 

Know thyself is an ancient admonition. 
Certainly it is just as pertinent now as at any 
time in the past. Every mall who is at .all 
active finds that the peculiar times. in which 
we live impose stress and strain, take toll, 
and suggest insidious temptations, so that he 
must needs know what manner of man he is. 

Elbert A. Smith. 
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LIFE'S MYSTERY. 
(Dedicated to the First Presidency.) 

For Him to do, it seemed a thing so small, 
To grant me but this longing heart's desire; 

But His eye. saw the aftermath; He know the pain 
That lingers long from touch of fire. 

With vision short I could not understand, 
And my poor bruised hands beat long and vain 

Against the prison bars that held my life in check 
And seemed to mock with sharp disdain. 

B~t in the after years I saw it all; 
Those prison bars were the strong arms of God 

Which saved me from myself, and whose warm hand 
of love 

Both wiped my tears and plied the rod. 
R. Warren Farrell. 

WHAT SHALL HE DO? 
An elder writes: 

"I am not sure that I have any information 
which has not come to you in former letters, 
but some developments in the union open air 
services, which are held yearly in the months 
of July and August, have not been reported. 

"The minister and members of the 
Christian Church have put themselves on 
record and by unanimous vote two weeks ago, 
invited us to 'come in.' Each of the other 
churches were considering the matter and 
brought out the fact that the Methodist con
gregation and minister, Presbyterian congre
gation and minister, and Baptist congrega
tion were against it. The Baptist minister 
declared himself on our side. Well, this is 
some progress. The mayor, who is an elder 
in the Christian Church, was appointed to 
notify us, which he did at the beginning of 
our sacrament service. So many have asked 
us why we did not come after this invitation 

that I will insert in my weekly notes in the 
local paper next issue a statement of why. I 
think it is justice to us that such statement 
be made, and I am of the opinion that public 
sentiment will hand out some 'justice' to 
those who showed themselves narrow, but it 
may not be pleasant. 

"Now I do not feel any resentment, but I 
do feel a big lot of ambition to make them 
hustle to keep the crowd. To offer an induce
ment to the public to attend your services, if 
done on the square, is no crime. It is simply 
'up to us' to lay down, or be up and at it. If 
I had the means and the 0. K. of those in 
charge, I would install a go?d moving picture 
machine, and have some good pictures on the 
lawn Saturday night, July 26, and would do 
some vigorous advertising in the meantime, 
and on Sunday night I would put on some 
sacred pictures-and-get their crowd. Beat 
them at their own game. 

"Is this a legitimate, permissible thing? 
If so, must we just sit down and continue to 
be the tail? I have talked with Brother--, 
and he knows well the situation here, and he 
thinks this is perfectly feasible and right. 

"Well, I just cannot think of lying down, 
because I am sure there is a lot of sentiment 
outside any church and much inside all of 
them, which resents this treatment, and I be
lieve to enter in and use this opportunity will 
be of more benefit to us than to join in with 
the union services. 

"I presume you are used to enthusiasts, 
cranks, and impulsive impracticables, so will 
not burden you with a further outpouring of 
a little of what I have much more of. 

"Am doing some preaching in adjoining 
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places and hope to reach out to as many 
points as time and opportunity will permit." 

DISCUSSION OF THE DIVORCE 
QUESTION. 

Some weeks ago a certain branch president 
sent to the Presidency a paper which con
tains a rather interesting discussion of the 
divorce question. This paper was submitted 
to another brother who has made somewhat 
of a study of the question and who is also 
versed in legal matters. He prepared an 
article, reviewing the matter submitted to 
him. Both are herewith published, not with 
the idea that either presents a solution of the 
question, but in order that readers of One 
may have the benefit of this discussion. Some 
ideas presented may perhaps assist our men 
in reaching conclusions that may clarify a 
very vexed question. The articles appear in 
the order mentioned: 

Letter from a Branch President. 

I have found it necessary to give advice and 
also decisions in several cases covered by 
about the same state of facts as that recited 
below, which, as briefly as I know how, covers 
I believe the salient facts in the case in point 
and also affords basis for a decision in many 
instances where marriage and divorce are in
volved. 

Local officers are often called upon by peo
ple who expect some conclusive advice, and it 
is hard to give it, not knowing whether such 
would be sustained or supported upon appeal. 

Mrs. John Doe becomes dissatisfied with 
her husband. She, for reasons that do not 
appear in evidence and therefore must be ig
nored, refuses to submit to him or treat him 
as a husband in any sense. If presumption 
be allowed it must be, in this case, to the 
effect that she has centered her affections 
elsewhere, with or without actual guilt. 

The husband, without allegation of any 
gross misconduct, but having given up hope 
of living with her, secures a divorce. The di
vorce being a mere legal inquiry into the 
cause, it would appear that the civil court has 

sustained him, and construed the wife's act 
as a putting away. 

She marries again and is accused, under 
the law of the church as enunciated by the 
Christ: "And if any woman put away her 
husband and is married-to another, she com
mitteth adultery," (the one valid reason, 
adultery, being understood in this case to be 
absent,) and is cut off from the church by 
action taken upon findings of an elders' 
court; without appearance or appeal. The 
church court, therefore, inquiring into the 
cause, found her guilty of putting away her 
husband and marrying another. 

·The husband, not having put his wife away, 
being himself put away, is permitted to re
marry-nothing in the law forbids it except 
to the onr guilty of "putting away." (In the 
case cited, he has not remarried or shown any 
inclination to do so.) 

Using the case cited, can we not answer 
definitely, some, at least, of the many per
plexing problems presented by parties who 
become discoumged because of the attitude 
of holy horror assumed by many towards 
either party to a divorce-no matter what 
may have been the mitigating or justifying 
circumstances ? 

In the time of Christ, if a wife was mis
treated or sinned against she submitted to 
her lord and master because she found the 
conditions awaiting her if she left his home 
intolerable, going therefrom only when forci
bly "put away." It was, therefore, possible to 
fix the blame for putting away and to apply 
the penalty. Only one circumstance WE-S suf
ficient to justify him. 

In our day conditions are different; the 
wife when mistreated can leave her husband, 
his bed and board, and sustain herself in an 
hon:)rable position and condition in society. 
If she can show good cause, without guilt on 
her part, should be regwrded as one put away 
and gi-ven the right to remarry. A man then 
could be said to have put away his wife upon 
rendering· her condition as a wife, under the 
rules of our modern civilization, so intolerable 
as to justify her in leaving him. 
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The same reasoning applies to the man if 
circumstances warrant, we being admonished 
to "receive none such among us" who have 
left or put away their companions for the 
sake of adultery. That is, to commit adultery 
themselves by marrying one they like better, 
under color of legal right under civil law. 

Inasmuch as divorced persons are fre
quently refused baptism and consideration in 
other matters at the hands of the ministry 
and membership of the church, injustice is 
done, and we should make some effort to 
educate our people to the end that diligent in
quiry be made in all such cases and the blame 
fixed where it belongs. 

We should not give too much notice to the 
findings of civil courts, as they are often 
careless "in this regard and treat marriage as 
a civil contract. We, however, are under a 
law which is above the law of the land, a per
fect law whose precepts are "written in the 
hearts and engraved on the minds" of those 
who love and serve the Lord; not like the law 
under which our fathers lived who had Moses 
for their mediator, and who did "eat manna 
in the wilderness and are dead." 

If we can follow the above reasoning it 
would appear that no injustice is probable 
under a strict application of the law, as the 
innocent party is put away, therefore is free 
from bondage. 

In the marriage vow we promise to be each 
other's companion, husband and wife, etc., 
not merely to keep ourselves wholly for each 
other and from all others. If one of the two 
conditions is broken, is the contract broken? 
In fact, has a husband or wife who ceasec;· to 
be a companion not put the other away? If 
so, why is the innocent party not free to 
make a new contract? 

A----

'fhe Comment. 
June 19, 1919. 

To the First Presidency, 
Independence, Missouri. 

Dear Brethren: In reply to the attached 
letter from A---, on the question of putting 

away, remarriage, etc., we would respectfully 
suggest the following: 

General Conference resolution number 412 
attempts to make a distinction between put
ting away and divorcement. There is some 
distinction, but hardly to the extent inti
mated. As we read the fifth chapter of Mat
thew, we note: 

"It hath been written that, Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, let him give her a 
writing of divorcement. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, that whosoever shall put away his 
wife, saving for the cause of fornication, 
causeth her to commit adultery; and whoso
ever shall marry her that is divorced, com
mitteth adultery."--Matthew 5:35,36. 

Also the 19th chapter of Matthew: 
"The Pharisees came also unto him, tempt

ing him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for 
a man to put away his wife for every cause? 
And he answered and said unto them, Have 
ye not read, that he who made man at the 
beginning, made him male and female; and 
said. For this cause shall a man leave father 
and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; 
and they twain shall be one flesh? Where
fore they are no more twain, but one flesh. 
What, therefore, God hath joined together, 
let no man put asunder. They say unto him, 
vVhv did Moses then command to give a writ
ing. of divorcement, and to put her away? 
And he said unto them, Moses, because of the 
hardness of your hearts, suffered you to put 
r.way your wives; but from the beginning it 
was not so. And I say unto you, Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, except for fornica
tion, and shall marry another, co:mmitteth 
adultery; and whoso marrieth her that is put 
away, doth commit adultery. His disciples 
say unto him; If the case of the man be so 
with the wife, it is not good to marry.-Mat
thew 19: 3 to 11. 

vV e note this same factor of Moses com
manding to put away, or give a bill of di
vorcement in Mark 10: 2 to 10, especially the 
4th verse. 

We see in these the high teachings of the 
Master. "They are one"; "What God hath 
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joined together, let no man put asunder." 
"Divorcement is because of the hardness of 
your hearts." Both Matthew 19 and Mark 
10 agree upon this. 

Turning back to the Mosaic law, we note in 
Deuteronomy 24: 1-4. 

"vVhen a man hath taken a wife, and mar
ried her, and it come to pass that she :find no 
favor in his eyes, because he hath found some 
uncleanness in her; then let him write her a 
bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, 
and send her out of his house. A11d when 
she is departed, out of his house, she may go 
and be another man's wife. And if the latter 
husband hate her, and write her a bill of di
vorce~ent, and giveth it in her hand, and 
sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter 
husband die, which took her to be his wife; 
her former husband which sent her away, 
may not take her again to be his wife, after 
that she is defiled; for that is abomination be
fore the ·Lord; and· thou shalt not cause the 
land to sin, which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee for an inheritance." 

The Jewish Encyclopredia informs us 
that there were two schools of interpretation, 
prior to and in the days of Jesus. One held 
that this meant that he had found serious 
wrong in her, so as to render her as a woman 
morally unclean. Th:~ other held that it meant 
nothing but that she no longer found favor in 
his sight; she did not "look good" to him. 

This latter was rather the dominant school of 
thought at the time. . 

The Master, in these passages in the three 
gospels plainly expressed himself in a strict 
construction and for a high ideal. 

It seems to me that the putting away and 
divorcement are immediately connected in 
this thought. The teaching of the Master is 
against both putting away and divorcement. 

We may note again, and repeat, that in 
these three passages, the two in Matthew, 
one in Mark, to which may be added Luke 
16: 18, we :find the following clear state
ments: 

First: Whoever puts away his wife, except 
for one cause, causes her to commit adultery. 

Second: Whoso marries her that is di
vorced, committeth adultery. 

Third: Whoever puts away his wife except 
for one cause, and marries another, com
mitteth adultery. He states this also the 
other way, that if a woman put away her 
husband and marries m1other, she commits 
adultery. 

It seems to strike each member of the tri
angle. There is not, however, any teaching 
with regard to penalty in this connection. It 
is the teaching of Christian idealism and of 
right. 

Doctrine and Covenants 42: 20 gives us a 
test: If the companion has been guilty of for
nication, and is put away for this cause, the 
one sinned against is free; but if anyone put 
away his companion, for the sake of adultery, 
and is himself the offender, he shall be cast 
out. 

The Apostle Paul evidently makes an im
portant distinction in 1 Corinthians 7: 10, 11 
verses. He says, Let them not depart; but if 
she does depart, let her remain unmarried, 
or be reconciled; and then it is evidently re
peated to refer to the husband. This is broad 
enough to permit them to separate when the 
conditions become intolerable. It does not, 
however, free them to permit them to re
marry. 

(Continued next month.) 
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THE KIR'fLAND TEMPLE. 
Willoughby, Ohio, August 25 .. 

President Frederick M. Smith, Independence, 
Missouri. 

Dear Brother: The season thus far has 
been very favorable for tourists. They hwe 
taken advantage of the good roads and the 
excellent weather, and at times have given me 
more than it was possible to do, but some o£ 
the local men have rendered valuable service, 
to their credit. 

I have had at least three companies here 
this sea~on that gave me an opportunity to 
place the work fully before . them as repre
sentative men. Upon one of the named 
occasions was a company of twenty-seven 
Methodist ministers, who came in a body and 
gave excellent attention, asking questions 
that were a credit to them. 

The next of note was a gathering of one 
hundred and fifty Odd Fellows who were ex
ceedingly interested, expressing themselves 
as being well repaid for their efforts to reach 
this place. 

On Saturday, August 23, there were pres
ent forty-five members of a men's Bible class 
of a Cleveland Methodist Church, who gave 
excellent attention while I explained our be~ 
lief and the glaring differences between the 
Church of Jesus Christ and that of Brigham 
Young. 

I have had opportunity to place in the 
hands of the visitors hundreds of pieces of 
church literature, and wish often that tract 
number ten of tl;le Angel Message Series 
could be distributed free and placed in the 
hands of the people in company with ~he 
tract that is here for free distribution. I be-

lieve it would answer as a supplement to the 
other and be of value. 

The reunion here at Kirtland has become 
history, and a good time was had by all 
present, I believe. Everything seemingly 
went off smoothly, no great complaints. 

I have enjoyed my work here very much 
the past year, not alone in caring for the 
visitors that came here from time to time, 
but in a more complete sense; in assisting to 
replace-the seating in the upper room of the 
"house of the Lord," and then to have part in 
the decorations of same. When I was placed 
in charge of the matter I resolved that as far 
as possible there should no man that smoked, 
or in fact that used tobacco in any form, or 
intoxicating drinks of any kind, have any 
part in the work of repairs. Thus far it has 
been carried out. And my soul was made glad 
when I learned that you had decided that the 
basement should no longer be used as a place 
of storage. 

The impressions that have come to me of 
late are that the dignity of that house must 
be raised, and then maintained. This is my 
ambition, and if your ideas accord with it 
give me your assistance and moral support 
and by the grace of God we will do all that 
lies in our power to make it the place that 
God would have it be, that He may again 
come into it and abide, that from there may 
go the ambassadors of the Christ fully em
powered to carry on the great work made 
me1ition of by the Lord to this church in the 
early days. May God hasten the day when 
the Saints shall arise and shine as our Master 
desires. Hastily, and sincerely, 

A. E. Stone. 
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THE EFFECT OF PRAYER. 
From Montana one of our workers _writes 

the following beautiful comment on prayer: 
"We had a fervent communion service Sun

day mQrning. The spirit of prayer was upon 
our gathering at the table of the Lord. There 
were many fervent supplications that God 
would send a spirit of prayer to every branch 
in the church. It seems to me that is our 
one pressing need in these days-the spirit 
of prayer! We need it to keep us at the proper 
point of vision. We need it to heal wounds of 
self-love, and to renew our courage. To me 
prayer resembles the air of these mountains 
of Bozeman that will allow no life to vermin. 
Prayer keeps our minds in a clear, healthy, 
courageous, believing tone. 

"I have just finished reading the Life of 
Michael Angelo. His biographer records that 
Michael Angelo 'never moved his hand to 
carve a statue till he had steeped his soul in 
prayer.' 'I'he thought came to me after I 
read this interesting fact in. the life of the 
gn~at sculptor: If this be true of one who but 
carved a dead statue in marble, what shall we 
say of one, who by th~ all-saving power of the 
gospel, must carve anew a life thrice dead, 
plucked up by the roots? I think Jesus must 
have referred to this kind when he said: 
'goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.' " 

THE WESTERN DROUGHT. 
Andes, Montana, August 28. 

'l'o the First Presidency, Independence, 
Missouri. ~ · · 

Dear Brethren ; Since my last weekly let
ter I was called to Alkali to administer to the 
sick. I found the Saints there in a very needy 
condition. It has been so extremely dry this 
summer that they have absolutely no crop at 
all, and the water in the wells is so low that 
many are taken down with typhoid fever. 
They seemed to appreciate my visit and were 
relieved through the administrations. 

I came to Andes Saturday, and held meet
ings at Andes in the forenoon and at Fair-

view in the afternoon. My labors last Sun
day are a fair sample of pioneer missionary 
work: I preached two sermons, baptized five, 
confirmed two, assisted to confirm three, ad
ministered to one, attended six services, and 
drove a Ford seventy-five miles. 

Crops in this section of the country are a 
total failure this year, and mine is no ex
ception. The man I had my farm rented to 
had to go to Dakota to work in the harvest 
fields to earn a living for the winter, so I am 
here now taking care of what little crop there 
is. It is only a few days' work. 

Ever laboring for the cause of Christ, I am, 
Eli Bronson. 

DISCUSSION OF THE DIVORCE 
QUESTION. 

(Continued from last month.) 

In 1 Corinthians 7: 15, a special case is 
made of the unbeliever. If the unbeliever de
paris, the believer is not bound in such cases. 
Of course, this must mean the law of. thelaiJ,d 
having been fully complied with. 

Taking up A--s' letter in detail, there io 
much that he says which is very good. How
ever, I would be inclined to take exception to 
a few points. In the third paragraph he a!
leges that "she refuses to submit to him, or 
treat him as a husband." Refusal to submit 
is .by no means presumption," that she has 
centered her affections elsewhere. The 
Apostle Paul suggests that when married) 
they belong in a sense to each other; there 
should be no unequal dominion. There may 
be many reasons why she justly refuses to 
"submit"; though those reasons do not ap
pear in evidence. It may in fact be found 
that the husband is the one who has "put 
away" in making life intolerable for her. 
Certainly it does not, in the absence of other 
evidence, arouse any presumption that her 
affections are elsewhere. 

I note he next alleges that the husband se
cured a divorce; he, of course, thereby takes 
active steps to secure the separation.· If she 
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does not contest the case, it is a question how 
much the finding of the civil courts may 
mean. But if this logic holds, it would mean 
that every case in which a divorce is secured 
is a case of putting away. It therefore fol
lows that every divorced person, especially 
the one who secures the divorce, is free to 
marry again, no matter in what court, or upon 
what grounds the divorce has been secured, 
i. e., if the finding of the court is conclusive 
evidence that the divorced person is guilty 
of putting away. 

The fact that she married again, appar
ently soon, is of course, suspicious in this par
ticular case. And the fact that she made no 
appearance and took no appeal also should be 
given due weight, though it is not nece,ssarily 
decisive. 

In dealing with the erring, it is not a mat
ter for making things as easy as possible for 
the church, by a formal rule, but rather to 
consider what can Be done to help those who 

·do wrong. ,,, __ 
As affecting the decision of the church 

court, we have to consider the direct allega
tion that she made no defense, so they heard 
but one side. It is possible that conditions 
have arisen that she has found unendurab1e, 
but does not care to discuss. 

General Conference Resolution, number 
412, however, would apparently permit him 
to remarry, since after the divorce his wife 
has already remarried. Personally, I am in
clined to think it would require flOme con
sideration of all of the conditions. It may be 
true her early marriage is strong suspicion 
of her interest being elsewhere, but it is not 
conclusive. It is quite consistent with the 
facts alleged that the husband may have 
really been put away by his wife, and it may 
be because of her interest elsewhere. If such 
is the case, there should at least be some evi
dence to that effect. But it is not consistent 
with the allegations that he made life in
tolerable for her, and after a suitable time she 
has made a more favorable union. 

19 

As to the matter of the 8th paragraph con
cerning the attitude of "holy horror" as
sumed by many towards either party ·to a 
divorce, I do not think that this is one of the 
elements we can justly entirely remove. Our 
remedy lies primarily in right teaching of our 
young; people. They should appreciate the 
great importanceof this relationship,andthat 
it is not to be lightly Ol' fo::>lishly entered into. 
(But on the other hand, it should not be un
duly avoided; because of the dread of re
sponsibilty.) 

As officers of the church, we may recognize 
that there i'lre certain causes which justify or 
excuse a separatio~. But when we have, in 
addition to separation, a divorce with remar
rying, we have not only a complication of the 
marriage relationship, but the element of a 
possible scandal. Our pity and help may be 
aroused; it is not a matter, however, to be 
glossed over. 

As to the paragraph in regard to conditions 
in tlie time of Christ, women were then hav
ing much larger liberty than had previously 
existed under the Mosaic law, Some of 
these passages froni the gospel directly refer 
to the wife putting away of her husband, as 
well as the husband putting away of the wife. 
Even under the Mosaic law she was p~ovided 
fol' when put away. 

We can hardly with justice assume that 
the limitation of a right divorce to the one· 
cause by the Master is by any means limited 
to the coffditions then existing, though it is 
concluded that it applies only to the condition 
under which Oriental women were placed at 
one time. Then woman was largely limited 
to matrimony. Here she is much more inde
pendent. 

It must be remembered that by far the 
large majority of divorced cases to-day are 
by the wife. It must be remembered that she 
had rights in the ancient world, so it is not 
simply a question of the husband putting 
away his wife. If certain conditions consti-
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tuted adultery then, they certainly do not 
constitute less to-day. 

Another pa1·agraph again would justify 
any divorce granted by any civil court, and 
that I do not think we can possibly accept. 
What renders one's condition intolerable? It 
happens many times, even after many years 
of happy married life, conditions of sickness, 
"the change of life," however contingently, 
makes one of the parties intolerable for a 
time. Is that to justify lightly putting away, 
or does that justify lightly that one should 
consider himself or herself put away, leaving 
~reed om to remarry? 

The eleventh paragraph is correct, and also 
the next paragraph, that we should exGrcise 
diligent inquiry. General Conference resolu
tion number 412 has practically declared 
that we will recognize a marriage existing in 
the ca~e of ariy who may present themselves 
for baptism. If ~they have legally been di
vprced and legally married, · the legal mar
riage existing is regarded by us, and does not 
prevent baptism. By amendme:1t of confer
ence, the qualification . is added, referring 
again to Doctrine and Covenants 42: 20, that 
is, providing the candidate has not himself 
been guilty of leaving his companion for the 
sake of adultery. (The "himself" or "him" 
of course includes "herself" or "her.") 

We should have higher ideals than the law 

But the Master stated that one cause justi
fied divorce. This is not a case of ordinary 
contract, where the weakening of one clause 
justifies rescission of the whole. Marriage 
is in a different class altogether, and is gov
erned by different laws than other contracts. 

Respectfully submitted, 
B-. 

NEATNESS IN CHURCH EDIFICE. 
One of the conference appointees, writing 

from drought-stricken Montana, wrote re
cently as follows: 

"The Saints here surely have a beautiful 
little tabernacle. They have erected a' tent 
over a frame and finished the inside with a 
floor and homemade, but comfortable and 
neatly ar,ranged seats. The pulpit is also 
homemade, but very neat. The interior is 
painted white and all decorated with flowers 
and plants until it is the most attractive and 
inspirational · place of worship I have ever 
been in. This shows what can be done by a 
few. poor but devoted Saints in a drought
stricken section twenty miles from the rail
road. If some of our well-to-do Saints in 
more prosperous localities would do as well 
accordingly, we would have the neatest, clean
est, and most attractive churches in the 
land." 
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THE CHARACTER 01<' OUR REUNIONS. 
One of the members of the 01:der of 

Evangelists, after his experience with re
unions this conference year writes concerning 
the work of reunions. His comments are well 
worth consideration: 

"Your letter in reply to mine of a week ago 
came yesterday, and I wish to write now and 
outline what I think would be a means of 
great good in the reunion work in the various 
parts of the country. 

"I have attended four reunions in this 
State in the last four years; yes, five," and in 
all of them I have noticed a sad lack of ap
preciation of the advantages for good to the 
Saints that these meetings afford. The meet
ing held near --- is a fair sample of all. 
In this reunion no arrangements were made 
to reach the Saints, but the whole idea 
seemed to be to see how many outsiders we 
could reach, or the idea of proselyting seemed 
to pervade the whole services. Not a single 
educational feature was engaged in, except 
we had a round-table in the afternoon, pre
sided over by two of the brethren, and it de
pended on the brethren who were in charge as 
to the benefit derived. Some would make a 
farce of the meetings; others would try and 
make them of benefit. 

"One of the sisters told me that she had 
tried to get the committee, or thos.e who had 
charge of the putting up and ordering of the 
tents, to have a tent set apart to be used by 
the young girls of Oriole Girl age, and thev 
would take charge oi . ~ ~a!ldren of the 
camp, and that would relieve the mothers, 
and also make the meetings free from crying 

babies, and other disturbance of a similar 
nature, but she was met with indifference, 
and no provision was made for these young 
girls to have anything to do that would be of 
worth, and the result was that they were left 
to their own devices, and went joy riding with 
the boys, and this caused talk in the neighbor
hood, until a halt had to be called, and the 
girls rounded up, and made to stay in camp. 
The girls were just as eager for the service 
named as was the sister that suggested the 
organization of the forces for good, but no 
encouragement was given. 

''I mentioned a committee, but there was 
none. :B~verything in a financial way was in
trusted into the hands of one man, and he 
made no report to the reunion of funds taken 
in or paid out, that I knew anything about, 
and everything else was run in the same slip
shod way. No one was asked, or at least I 
was not, what their expenses were in coming 
to and returning from the reunion, but was 
handed a certain sum, and was supposed to be 
content with that. Mine was only enough to 
pay my way one way. However, the Saints 
were liberal with me in a private way, so I 
had plenty to pay my expenses, and have r:o 
complaint to make along that line. 

"However, one should not spend all of their 
time complaining of disease, but should try 
to suggest a remedy for ills. My idea of a re
union is that it is primarily for the benefit of 
the Saints, or membership. The word re
union implies that, hence the effort should be 
to make- them of benefit to the Saints, and 
especially the scattered membership who may 
not have had any chance to work in the 
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church, and hear sermons along the line of 
duty, or may have had no chance to study 
methods of work that will make their services 
more effectual for good in the various places 
where they may live. For this reason I be
lieve that institute work should be had in all 
of the reunions, and let this institute work be 
along all lines of church work, branch officers' 
work, Sunday school work, Religio work, and 
Woman's Auxiliary work. 

"To the end that this might be accom
plished, I would suggest that all reunions be' 
held under the direction of a central com
mittee, and that, so far as possible, the dates 
of these reunions, especially where they are 
held in close proximity to each other, should 
not conflict, so that workers could go from 
one to the other and not be :rushed for time, 
and this would- save expense; for one set of 
workers might be given charge of all the re
unions held in this State, for instance, and in 
this way the expenses would be divided. 

"I would suggest, too, that not many 
preachers be sent to these meetings. Two or 
three are sufficient for any meeting, and I am 
satisfied that better results are obtained by 
this method than with a half dozen or more in 
attendance. I attended one reunion where I 
preached every sermon that was preached on 
the ground, and while it was a burden for me 
that few, perhaps, could stand up under, I 
was able to systematize my work, preaching 
to the Saints in the morning, lecturing on the 
Bbcik of Mormon in the afternoon, and preach
ing on the principles of the gospel at night. I 
presume that I hold the record for sermons 
preached in a given time, having preached 
twenty-four sermons in eight days. My idea 
would be to have three preachers at each re
union, or two where only two sermons are 
preached each day. Have the morning ser
mon delivered by a patriarch, or some one 
who is capable of treating on subjects that 
are of vital interest to the building· up of the 
membership, and the evening sermon de
livered by a seventy, or some elder that is 

especially capable of preaching to the out
siders. In this way each man would be able 
to systematize his work, and make his ser
mons dovetail, and fit into each other to the 
edifying of all. Too many times men use but 
little judgment in selecting subjects, but have 
some pet hobby that they want to air, and 
their sermon fits into no other one, and hence 
a series of misfits that gets one nowhere. I 
think the idea that was inaugurated in the 
holding of General Conference some years 
ago is a good one and along this line that I 
have named. 

"If it could be that men who are good 
preachers and good Sunday school and Religio 
workers as well be appointed for this work, 
it would be well; but if not, then let the 
preachers be appointed for the preaching and 
good men and women appointed for the other 
work, and let an effort be made to work to
gether along this line, and the results would 
soon be felt for good in all the branches of 
the church. Some of these workers who live 
in isolated branches, and never get to attend 
general conventions would receive the bene
fits of coming in contact with those who do 
have this advantage, and the result would be 
a general diffusion of knowledge along this 
line that would· be of incalculable benefit to 
the church at large. 

"In fine, let the reunions be run along the 
line of the Chautauqua plan, and arnmge for 
a corps of workers especially trained for this 
work, and sent out under general conference 
direction, if necessary at the expense of the 

·general church, and let the work be systema
ti;r.ed, and not left to the caprice of fortune, or 
as the plaything of some hobby-riding elder. 
I have seen some of the most disgusting 
things done at these reunions, and if dis
gusting to me, they surely were to outsiders. 
For instance, I attended one reunion held in 
this State in which the man in charge, and 
he was a high priest, put up a question box, 
and solicited questions from all, who desired 
information, and when the questions were 
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placed in the box, he would take them out and 
in nine cases out of ten call the one who put 
the question in the box an ignoramus, and 
hold the question up to ridicule, and sneer and 
make sport of the question and questioner. I 
do not think that he treated one question seri
ously; at least all I heard him answer were 
treated in the manner named." 

--0--

"FROM PAUL." 
The following rather unique appeal was 

circulated among the Saints in the vicinity of 
Cherokee, Iowa: 
SPECIAL TWO-DAY MEETINGS WILL BE 
HELD IN THE SAINTS' C:HURCH, CHERO· 
KEE, IOWA, SEPTEMBER 20 AND 21. THE 
APOSTLE PAUL BIDS YOU COME. 
Good Morning : 

I am Paul. I am a special witness for 
Christ. 

M:v mission is to preach Christ-and by 
godly example to "persuade men to come to 
Christ." At every opportunity I gather the 
Saints together and exhort them to be stead
fast in the faith. 

To the Hebrew Saints I said: 
. "Let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love, and good works; not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as the man
ner of some is; but exhorting one another, 
and so much the more as ye see the day ap
proaching." 

To you living in the latter days, the ad
monition is still full of life, "Don't forget the 
assembling of yourselves together, as the 
manner of some is," but rather "be thou 
faithful unto death, and thou shalt receive a 
crown of life." 

The Spirit hath made known unto me, that 
there will be many who will turn away their 
ears from the truth, but watch thou in all 
things; fight the good fight of faith; lay ho1d 
on eternal life. 

While the world is going heedlessly on, I am 
preaching the gospel to the Gentiles-! am 
testifying of Christ before kings and rulers-

23 

and through the name of Christ I am defying 
the power of devils. I am accused of heresy 
and madness because of "much learning," but 
"I know that the gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation," and "my speech and my 
preaching is not with enticing words of man's .. 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and power." 

I am fighting the good fight of faith. Are 
you? I am earning my reward. Are you? 

This is always my song : 
"I know whom I have believed, 
And am persuaded that he is able 
To keep that which I have committed unto 

him 
Against that day.'' 

I exhort all to assemble in God's house at 
the time appointed. 

Grace be with thee. Amen. 
(Signed) Paul. 

-·-o--
A THOUGHT. ON S':fEW ARDSHIPS. 

A prominent sociologist connected with one 
of America's great universities, in a recent 
letter to President F. M. Smith, made the fol
lowing comment which cannot but be of inter
est to all who are alert to the importance· of 
reaching the establishment of stewardships 
in the church: 

"It seems to me that your plans ought to 
result in important contributions to the tasks 
of reconstruction that are finding the country 
in general as unprepared for as we were for 
war. The doctrine of 'stewardships,' whether 
as a religious or as an ethical principle, must 
in my judgment become a part of human 
standards before we can arrive at any near 
approach to social stability. The sociologists, 
and some of the younger economists, are try
ing to reconstruct their philosophy of life in 
terms of 'function,' and I think the two ideas 
have a common root in the basic moral order. 
This is a reciprocating, a vicarious world. To 
work at its best, every individual must be 
rendering the best service that is in him to
wards the c:Jmmon enterprise of working out 
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the individual and community salvation, 
whatever that turns out to mean. There is 

- identity up to a certain point between there
ligious and the social renderings of this idea, 
and they ought to reinforce each other, both 
as principles and as practice." 

~-o--

DANGER IN SUNDAY EMPLOYMENT. 
A brother who has charge of one of our 

western branches located at a summer resort, 
in a recent letter makes the following com
ment on a condition there which may exist in 
other places. He writes as follows: 

"There were a number of vacant seats in 
our church yesterday, quite a few being ab
sent from one cause or another. One that is 
giving me much concern is that several of our 
young sisters have accepted situations calling 
for service on the Lord's Day in serving re
freshments around 'The Pike' where the en
vironments are anything but spiritual and 
sacred, and must naturally partake more or 
less of the spirit of those who disregard the 
Lord's Day. I am amazed sometimes at the 
blindness of the parents in permitting lovely 
daughters to be placed in such surroundings 
merely for the paltry sums they can earn that 
way. I spoke gently and kindly to one of our 
finest girls on this matter, telling her I 
thought she should seek other employment 
for her own sake, but I fear it was not very 

kindly received. There is such an allurement 
in these places to see a gay life that the 
effects of the 'sowing' are lost sight of, and 
only when perhaps it is too late will the 
awakening come that will reveal the exorbi
tant price which has been paid for the slight 
pleasure enjoyed. My heart is saddened, but 
I can only pray and hope that the good 
Father will so influence them that conditions 
will soon be changed for the better." 

The danger pointed out by the brother is 
real, thou,gh unrecognized or ignored by tl1ose 
threatened. It is one which should be recog
nized by our pastors and by them pointed out 
to the people of the church. 

--0--

BENEFITS OF COLLEGE WORK. 
A brother of the general ministry whose 

work has permitted him to register for some 
regular and systematic work in a standard 
college, writes the Presidency as follows: 

"The study required. in my .. school work 
claims some time each day. This fact, how
ever, is necessitating a more careful planning 
of all my work, which I think will be beneficial 
to me. I am of the opinion that a few weeks 
of college work would convince all of our min
istry, who have not had much education, that 
they need it very badly. It has been wonder
fully confirmed to me in the short time I have 
been in the college here. I am sure that it 
will be a great benefit to me in my church 
work. It gives me a new interest and impetus 
in life. Our branch here is in good condition 
and we remain hopeful for the future." 

THE DIVORCE QUESTION. 
An elder writes: 
"I believe that the time must come wheri 

we as a church must take a better stand on 
the divorce question than we do now. I ex
pect to uphold the action of the church as it 
is now so long as it is as it is, but I also ex
pect to work for a higher standard the first 
time that it comes up for discussion in 
quorum or General Conference." 
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CHlJRCH COURT PROCEDURE IN CAP
ITAL CASES. 

In a rare case where one of our members 
had been found guilty of murder by the 
courts of the land, the district president felt 
called upon to take some action ecclesiastic
ally. The case being unusual demanded un
usual proceedings. In submitting the case to 
the Presidency, the district president makes 
some quite pertinent comments on the bear
ings of the case in the light of our present 
book of rules and procedure. We submit his 
comments to the readers of ONE as being 
worthy of careful thought. He says: 

"Incidental to this matter comes up the 
question of church rules. It has seemed to 
me for a long time, and experience more 
fully confirms it, that our rules as found in 
Court Procedure, and in the Book of ·Rules 
concerning official work in dealing with tl'e 
erring, often tend to frustrate the carrying 
out of the law and render the executive of
ficen; next to helpless in ridding the chur:h 
of transgressors. The rules may work in a 
well organized branch, with intelligent, active 
officers and a resident court which can take 
whatever time it needs; but in the majority 
of the branches, where the officers have to be 
directed and helped in every move by higher 
executive office1·s, and where courts have to 
be imported, it is not so easy to observe all 
the technicalities and almost arbitrary pro
visions of our rules. 

"These rules seem to be m2de almost solely 
for one class of cases; namely, offenses be
tween members. The case of murder men
tioned before does not come under them. 

Open, or public offenses, such as drunken
ness, disorderly conduct, etc., are not against 
any one member and require a somewhat dif
ferent procedure. 

"In thinking along the lines suggested by 
this trial for murder, it appears to me that 
there is a particular class of offenses which 
have had but little consideration. among us. 
It is that class involving the breaking of the 
law of the land. The obligation to keep in
violate the law of the land is positively de
clared in the law of the church as given in the 
Doctrine and Covenants, so that when a 
member breaks the law of the land, and is 
found guilty by the courts of the land, he is a 
proven violator of the law of the church,. 
Since the Doctrine and Covenants says, And 
if a man or woman shall rob, he or she shall 
be delivered up unto the law of the land. And 
if he or she shall steal, he or she shall be de
livered up unto the law of the land, and so 
with lying and with murder, it would seem 
that the only way a member can be tried for 
such misdemeanors or crimes is before the 
courts of the land. 

"It is also said, Let no man break the laws 
of the land, for he that keepeth the laws of 
God hath no need to bre2k the laws of the 
land. Any violation of the first becomes a 
violation of the second, and the particular 
offense which concerns the church is that its 
member has violated the law of the land. The 
church may not try one of its members for 
robbery, 01· murder, or any other violation of 
the law of the land, for our own law says he 
shall be delivered up to the civil authorities, 
but when a member has committed one of 
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these offenses and has been tried and found 
guilty in the courts of the land, he may be, 
and should be, charged before the church 
with having broken the law of the land, pro
viding he does not first repent and confess 
his sin, and upon conviction be removed from 
the church. -

"It seems to me that under this law if a 
member is adjudged guilty of some viola
tion of the civil, or criminal code, and pays 
the penalty by fine or imprisonment, or both, 
he should properly be dealt with by the 
church and. brought to repentance or other~ 
wise removed. The church cannot afford to 
ignore such cases. A certified copy of court 
records in such cases should be sufficient to 
establish guilt before the courts for viola
tion of the law of the land. 

"Our rules of procedure should be general 
enough to make this class of offenses, as well 
as all others, easy of disposal by the officers 
and courts of the church." 

A wideawake pastor in a recent weekly let
ter comments as follows: 

"I am glad to be able to say that the work 
here is moving along in a way that spells 
success, if we can advance safely over a few 
obstacles. There is the usual indifference to 
exercise. Among some of the men I find infi
delity (religious). Some one in and out of the 
church has been sowing the seeds of 'Ration
alism,' and wherever these seeds drop there 
springs forth a damned crop. When we see 
men wandering in the mists of a darkness 
that blighted the earth twenty-five years ago, 
we feel sorry. These men are not up-to-date 
with their doubts. The old Ingersolian way 
of ridiculing things not understood (compre
hended), is passe. (Brother Dwyer's letter in 
late H entld is correct and not correct. In 
certain fields we have apostacies, but for 011e 
apostate there are scores of indifferent ones. 
But who are these indifferent ones? As a rule 
they are not the real working force; they al
ways have been the drones. Learn a lesson 

of the bees: The strength of the colony is the 
workers.) 

''We hear wild things from Independence. 
And we question the wisdom of Paul when 
he said-'Charity believeth all things.' I shall 
be glad when we get settled down to business, 
for the Devil has played battledore and shut
tlecock with this old earth long enough. If 
we cannot build up Zion according to the pat
tern given (or hinted at) in the Doctrine and 
Covenants, we shall never build up Zion. I 
know that. the trouble is with the people
and shall the management also be criticized? 
In these trying times we need men of faith. 
It was faith that made possible the Reor
ganization.'' 

THE "WAGGING TONGUE" AT WORK. 
An elder writes from one of the States: 
"I find the greatest bar to progress is in

difference on the part of many of the mem
bership. I believe the proper place to begin 
our efforts towards reformation is with the 
priesthood. . . . I find here, as weU as else
where, the 'wagging tongue' has been, and is, 
busy, and rumors are afloat which tend to 
weaken the confidence of some in those who 
occupy as leaders, and thus discourage them 
in the work. ... I trust the day is near at 
hand when, with confidence fully restored, we 
can move ahead unimpeded by misunder
standings and disputations, when every man 
in the priesthood may receive from evm·y 
other man the confidence and support so 
essential to his success. Inasmuch as this 
work is 'intrusted to all', all must labor to
gether harmoniously or we will fail." 

WORLDLY COMPETITION. 
Elder Garrett wl'ites: 
"We had a pretty good attendance at the 

morning services yesterday, but it was quite 
light in the evening, especially at Re!igio" I 
occupied the pulpit both morning and even
ing, taking 'The hastening time' and 'Author
ity, is it an essential in representing Christ'? 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



ONE 

How is it obtained?' respectively. I always 
advertise in our two daily papers, but it sel
dom proves attractive to strangers in view 
of the attractions down town. This feature, 
however, does not discourage me. I am trying 
to educate the Saints so they will know how 
to defend their faith when attacked, and so 
long as I have good liberty in presenting the 
doctrine of Christ, I am satisfied. Of course, 
I would like to see strangers interested, and 
invitations an~ not wanting; but, as you 
know, popularity is made a 'principle' very 
often with people in their worship, so it is 
only the 'sheep' who hear the Master's voice, 
and we rejoice when one is attracted to the 
fold." 

One of our pastors writes as follows: 
"One of the greatest evidences of the di

vinity of this work to me is the spirit of light 
that accompanies its presentation. One may 
have his faith strengthened for a short 
season in seeing miracles performed, but that 
faith may be weakened when others not of 
the true faith of Jesus Christ will be seen 
doing many wonderful things. With the spirit 
of light man will be able to detect these 
things and his faith will not only be retained, 
but also strengthened. Its value far exceeds 
the efforts necessary to attain it. 

III do not know when I have been more busy 
than in the past three weeks, but I find pleas
ure in my work, and though disappointments 
come they do not dim the beauty and glory of 
the restored gospel. V.f e pray that God will 
give light and strength to his servants to di
rect his work in this, the time of great tribu
lation in the world." 

THE POWER OF A SAINTLY LIFE. 
"Vvhat a blessed thing it is," exclaims one 

of our workers, "to come into a community 
where the Saints are singled out and marked 
because of their clean, upright lives!" 

A splendid preachment of the word is the 
life of a Saint who walks in the fear of God 
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·and whose life is squared and motivated by 
the principles of his religion. What a help 
and encouragement to the missionary and 
other workers when the church members may 
be pointed to and it be said, There go those 
whose lives reflect their religion! 

PRIESTHOOD AND TOBACCO. 
In several instances recently, district con

ferences have attempted legislation affect
ing priesthood rights in the church. Such 
legislation can properly be had only by a gen
eral legislative body of the church, and dis
trict conferences are not such. District con
ferences can express opinion on questions of 
general import and bearing, passing such 
opinions to General Conference for considera
tion. 

It is quite within the prerogatives of a dis
trict conference to determine .a standard to 
which members of the priesthood shall attain 
to be eligible to district office, and can desig
nate what shall be cause for debarment. For 
instance, a district conference may rightfully 
declare habitual users of tobacco ineligible to 
district office, or it might go so far as to de
clare it would not recommend for ordination 
any known habitual user Of tobacco. But to 
a district does not belong the right to declare 
that members of the priesthood using tobacco 
must surrender licenses. Such an act can 
come only from a general conference or 
through action of the administrative arm of 
the church. 

Districts, therefore, desiring to express 
their disapproval of the use of tobacco by 
ordained men, should be careful to enact 
their opinion in harmony with the foregoing. 

By way of illustration and suggestion: 
A district recently passed the following 

resolution: 
"Resolved that no one who uses tobacco 

shall be ordained to any grade of priesthood 
in this district. 

"Be it further resolved that any member 
of this district now holding priesthood who 
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uses tobacco shall be labored with by district 
or branch officers or both, patiently and kjnd
ly, with a view to the member quitting the 
use of it. After such labor has been per
formed and a reasonable time granted for 
consideration and the member does not quit 
the use of tobacco, he shall be required to sur
render his license." 

The forepart of the above resolution is tan
tamount to saying that the district will not 
approve the ordination of any tobacco user, 
and this action the district had full right to 
take; and the determination to labor with 
users with a view to securing a cessation of 
the habit is good and proper; but in making 
the action apply to present users the district 
exceeded its rights. Such action can be had 
only by the general authorities. 

The Presidency is and has long been 
strongly opposed to the use of tobacco by 
members holding the priesthood, and with 
reasonable regard to individual circum-

. stances extenuating in character has insisted 
that ordained men must ref1ain from the 
habitual consumption of tobacco, and in num
erous instances has approved the silencing of 
those who persist in using it. The Presi
dency is fortified in this attitude by expei'i
ence and results, and they hope some day to 
see a General Confel'ence action forbidding 

tobacco using by holders of the priesthood, 
and have repeatedly made effort to have 
such a rule indorsed by the Joint Council, 
but have met vigorous opposition in some 
quarters where, it is hoped, such opposition 
may soon cease. And the Presidency ex
pects to insist that the priesthood be main
tained at a high standard of cleanliness, and 
they hope some day to see a General Confer
ence action supporting their attitude. In the 
meantime any district can voice its opinion 
favoring such a rule, and can refuse to elect 
to district office any man who is a habitual 
user of tobacco. 

THE SPIRIT OF THE GATHERING 
One of the "old warriors," who has been 

0'1 the "firing line" for many years, recently 
wrote from his field : 

''There have been wonderful seasons of 
spiritual light and blessing poured out upon 
the Saints, and especially upon his servants, 
while presenting the blessed gospel and its 
duties to the people; and at times I with them 
have felt that the long-looked-for endowment 
has in part been bestowed, and our hearts 
have burned within us under this most won
derful influence, and I can truiy say joy has 
filled up my cup of blessing. 

''The great theme of Zion has been em
phasized in whatever subject has been under 
consideration, and it does seem the day is 
very near for a more genera, gathermg to
gether of the people of Gud. 

"The terrible suffering of the Jews in some 
parts of the world, with those of other 
nationalities, through the awful havoc of the 
war, makes one's heart sick, and we are led 
to cry out with John the Beloved, Come, lo~d 
Jesus, come quickly, so that peace may come 
to the earth. May the Bride make herself 
ready for his coming and the winding up oi 
earth's wickedness and appalling crimes so 
commun amm1g us, is our united prayer and 
desire." 
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.THE HANDICAP OF ADVERSE CRITI
CISM. 

There have been times when new appoin
tees to a field or position of church work have 
been placed at a disadvantage in entering up
on their work by adverse criticism from old 
appoin:tees to that field (and others) written 
to members in the field. This is wrong. En
vy and jealousy should have no place in the 
hearts of church workers, while confidence in 
the ability of others to do acceptable work 
is stimulating and wholesome. 

By \Yay of illustration of the foregoing we 
might relate the following: Last spring, 
among other appointments was that of a 
young minister not previously under ap
pointment, to a field wherein he was sure to 
meet many difficult situations and problems. 
Because of his lack of experience and the 
newness of the work, the young man took up 
his work "with fear and trembling," feeling 
he was under a handicap. This recognized 
handicap was augmented by finding, on arriv
ing in his field, that a previous appointee to 
that field had written one of the local men 
concerning the new appointee, expressing 
the feai· that his inexperience and youth 
would disqualify him for the tasks imposed, 
and that the work would suffer a relapse, or 
set back The critic may have been prompt
ed by his zeal and keen interest in the inter
ests of that particular field; but the younger 
appointee should have been spared the embal'
rassment and handicap the circulation of that 
letter imposed. Another brother, in writing 
of the incident, partly comments as follows: 

"It seems to me, however, that you could 
well counsel the ministry on such matters, 
urging that when missionaries are appointed 
by the proper church authorities it is unchar
itable and wrong for anyone in the ministry 
to express criticism of such appointment th~t 
may not be in accordance with their liking; as 
such criticisms, when they reach the ears of 
members of the church amongst whom the 
missionaries referred to have to labor, dimin
ish to some extent their prestige and may 
make it more difficult for them, for a time at 
any rate, to prosecute the work assigned 
them." 

Let us be considerate of others, and help 
rather than hinder them in their work, and 
make our criticisms helps and not hindrances. 

STOCK SELLING ANDt CONFERENCE 
APPOINTEES. 

Information comes at times that some 
under General Conference appointment as 
missionary or local workers, perhaps in an 
effort to augment the small allowance, or to 
pay for a home, or just to "make money," 
engage in selling shares in stock companies, 
or sell land on commission, or engage in other 
business on commission, etc. 

The single purpose of all sent out by the 
church should be to build up the kingdom of 
God, and men with divided interests work to 
disadvantage. Those sent out by the church 
are in honor bound to give their time to the 
church according to agreement. 

Unfortunate it is that in many cases the 
spiritual position has been prostituted in the 
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interests of commercialism, and Saints haye 
bought stock when sold by conference ap· 

· pointees, because of confidence in the ·min~ 
isters. This is doubly wrong-wrong for the 
elder to take this advantage of the confidence 
reposed in him as a church man, and wrong 
for the Saints to make a business investment 
because of spiritual position~ · 

We therefore advise: First, those under 
conference appointment should · not . exploit 
the advantage of having the confidence of 
the people. Their interests should be church 
work. Their attention should he given to 
that, ot they should resign their church po~ 
sition and ·engage in business. Business or 
commercial pursuits should 'not · interfere 
with their primary interests. Second, Saints 
de.siring to make investments should do so 

· for business reasons, or on the advice of those 
in whose business judgment they have confi
dence. This will preclude the purchase of 
stock, or land, or the making of any other 
irivedment on the confidence they may have 
in a spiritual adviser or church man. 

THE GOOD OF PRAYER MEETINGS. 
A pastor writes concerning prayer meet

ings as follows: 
"At our monthly sacramental service a 

goodly degree of the Spirit was felt and the 
meeting was abundantly enjoyed by all pres
ent. Such meetings are surely an inspira
tion to one, more especially when they come 
at a time when he feels the need of additional 
strength. vVe have several of what we may 
call the average kind, and very few that are 
not so good. Our good meetings have been 
far the greatest in number. These meetings 
with the necessary supply of the Holy Spirit 
are truly a wonderful provision made by our 
heavenly Father for his children. This is 
more clearly seen at such a time as this, when 
the world is apparently being baptized in the 
judgments of God." 

ONE 

ARE OUR WORKERS EFFICIENT? 
Vvr e should like to have the members of the 

priesthood read the following frank and se
vere criticism of our working system, and 
then if any feel they have something to offer 
in the way of suggestion let their suggestions 
be written to the First Presidency. 

"I do hope that something will be developed 
which will make for the elimination of a great 
amount of waste of time and money which 
the church is suffering at the present. As I 
go around and have considered the various re
ports of missionaries I am persuaded that a 
large number are not concerned with their 
ministry except incidentally, and we are get
ting only a fractional part of the time and at
tention of these men. I am also convinced 
that with but few exceptions our system of 
supplying pastors is developing into a burden 
and hindrance rather than a help. I think 
therefore that careful consideration should 
be given this problem of pastoral work, to de
velop a system which can be put irito opera
tion generally with, of course, the necessary 
local adjustments, having in view two main 
objectives; the strengthening of bur church 
influence in the community as a religious or
ganization by organizing the local forces, in 
the pulpit, the Sunday school, and ·young 
people's activities, the organization of a local 
advertising scheme and the alertness with 
which such a man could tactfully identify the 
church with all forward movements in the life 
of the city for righteousness; and then the 
training and development of the local minis
try for a higher and more efficient serviCe 
than they otherwise could render." 

ADVICE IN MOVING .. 
A brother who has for many years been 

alert to the interests of the church; and who 
thinks of his observations, recently wrote as 
follows:· 

"I do not know to what extent you are ad
vised, but to me it seems an essential need 
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that missionaries should be advised that they mal notification to the offending party that 
are not to advise Saints to locate afar off, be he or she has been suspended from full 
it Canada or Texas, especially when they church· membership until xeconciliation has 
have gained by their position the confidence been made or further step looking forward to 
of said Saints, and paint in glowing terms complete expulsion made. · I have not worded 
great possibilities of some new location, and this according to my thought, put you will 
the ones impressed are ofttimes the ones who understand my point. 
can ill afford to move and incur possible dis-
appointment. Not only should these side "It seems that we need a middle ground, else 
talks be taboo, butHerald and Ensign should elders and teachers will not know just what 
not publish letters telling of such invest- to .do; for we are loth to cut off other than 
ments. The missionary, the· church, the ·. members absolutely dead, for whom there is 
investor may all be harmed. And in these no hope in this life; members who should be 
days of unrest, of future uncertainty, and delivered over to Satan~s buffetings, and not 
while the church teaches centralization, it is reclaimed in this life. With the middle ground 
certainly a mistake, or I am mistaken." well estabished we shall not need to 're-bap-

The brother is quite right. The instructions tize', for when an awakening comes to those, 
given to the church have located clearly the suspended members they can be received 
officers whose duty it is to advise with the back by the lifting ofthe bau. 

Saints on the question of moving, and mis- "If you could furnish some sort of pro
sionaries or General Conference appointees cedure for me, concerning the matter in the 
should not run counter to s,uch ·instructions. foregoing, we could move more rapidly in 
Much harm and the waste of much wealth bringing up this part of Zio11 to that standard 
have been incurred in the past by Saints mov- necessary before she is a strength to the 
hig here and there on ill advice from mission- center spot. I am confident that when sin
aries more enthusiastic thim wise;c Mission- ners fear and tremble that the righteous will 
aries should .not be land agents, nor boosters rejoice because of God's more abundant bless
for land agents, but should :f.ecognize the pro- ings and of outsiders coming into the church. 
visions of the law in giving advice to the It was true of the golden age of the church 
Saints on the general question of moving. in the first century, bothjn Jerusalem. and in 
Never was this caution more in point than Central America; and will be true in thisland 
now. We trust the general appointees in this age." 
especially will appreciate and act on this ad-
vice. This is along the lines which have several 

SUSPENSION, OR CUTTING OFF. 
One of our pastors, after commenting in 

his weekly 1etter upon the necessity in his 
pastorate of bringing recalcitrm1t members·· 
to justice through the process of elders 
courts and dismembership, adds: 

"However, I should be glad to go over the 
possibilities of establishing the ante room. 
That is. if we find certain cases proved guilty, 
let such be suspended, sending due and for-

times been suggested by the editors of ONE. 

The procedure necessary seems quite simple. 
The establishment of guilt is found by legal 
procedure, by duly organized court. The 
"penalty" can be· recommended in the usual 
form and applied by the proper officers. In 
other words, it is only necessm·y to. work into 
our court procedure the custom of more fre
quently applying the penalty of suspension 
and less frequently the extreme one of "cut
ting off." · 
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A HIGHER S'fANDARD OF ETHICS 
One of our patriarchs under regular ap

pointment, comments on the failure of the 
Saints in some branches to measure up to a 
sufficiently high standard of morality and 
ethics as fol1ows : 

"So many places we find that the branch 
officers are altogether too slow in looking 
after the erring ones ; some members swear; 
others get drunk, others dance, others play 
cards, others are slow about paying their 
debts, and yet they are not visited or labored 
with, but are permitted to go on from year 
to year in the same old way not corrected. 

"When will the time come when we will 
have better labor done along that line? Not 
until the church says that they who do such 
things shall not remain in the church. When 
we speakout in meeting, and make the mat
ter clear and pl.ain, so all may know where 
the church stands on some of the above mat
ters. I am quite sure we are not strict 
enough as a church in regard to some of the 
above things. We just pass them up." 

One exception we might make to the above 
is that we would favor the penalty of disfel
lowship only as a last resort. It is quite im
perative that a higher and continuously 
higher standard of morality and cleanliness 
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shall be demanded, and we may well hold that 
those who fail therein shall not be considered 
in good standing. But let us repeat, the ex
treme penalty of disfellowship should be ap
plied only when hope of reformation is gone. 

The following letter has been received by 
the Presidency from Elder C. I. Carpenter, 
President of the Kewanee District. So many 
lines of activity are menti(,ned in his letter 
that it is deemed worthy a place in ONE. 
Possibly it will convey to other district presi-

. dents some ideas or suggestions upon which 
they may act with profit. 

"On Sunday the 9th we began what has 
developed into a series of discourses on 'The 
Duties of Members,' in the Moline Branch, 
which has seemingly created considerable 
interest among the members, the attendance 
being noticeably increased and the requests 
for continuance being worthy of oonsidera
tion. We feel that under the circumstances 
it will be wise to follow it up until we have 
finished the subject according to a definite 
outline which we had worked out and are at'
tempting to follow. 

"We began the same subject in the Rock 
Island Branch, but have made no definite ap
pointment for a continuance there, as we 
wish to go to Peoria as soon as we have con
cluded this effort here. In the meantime we 
are doing some much needed study, prepara
tory to a broader line of teaching, and follow
ing up some definite lines of correspondence 
work with the ordained men and the auxiliary 
departments. 

"We are working out the details of a litera
ture campaign among the members, and a 
campaign of education of the priesthood 
along the line of the detail of their specific 
as well as general duties. 

"\Ve are trying to prepare ourselves for 
more effectual labor by assembling the infor
mation to be had, preparatory to dissemi
nating it as we go among the members." 
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WHAT IS YOUR EXCUSE? 
A district president writes pointedly of the 

readiness with which excuse is found by 
those who fail to do their share of church 
w,ork He says: 

"How often we are reminded of the state
ment of the Savior, 'I have bought a. piece of 
land, and must needs go' and s~e it; I pray 
thee, have me excused.' 'I have bought five 
yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray 
thee, have me excused.' 'I have married a 
·wife, and therefore I cannot come.' I am con
vinced that he spoke the truth. That time 
is upon us now, and vve will have to provide 
means to meet it. So many of the pastors 
complain of a lack of interest among the 
members. No time t0 attend meetings now is 
the excuse on every hand. 

"I have advised them to take the gospel to 
them in their homes. Some are not willing 
to do this. Not all are willing to be active 
along all lines of priesthood activities. We 
ace trying to open up avenues of wotk for 
the priesthood, but some do not want to do 
that kind of work. I .think we are making 
some progress in getting our forces organized 
to do more constructive work that will be 
permanent." 

BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD. 
The following question was submitted to 

the Presidency : 
"Why does not the Reorganization practice 

baptism for the dead? I have heard some-
. thing about the uncompleted temple at Nau
voo, but what little I have heard has not 
satisfied me. If the temple was not completed 
and the church was rejected because of that, 

why do you try to get people to join a church 
that God has rejected? I have often thought 
that on this point the Utah people had 
slightly the better of the argument. But I 
do not know enough to form an opmion on 
this matter." 

This question was referred to a brother 
who has made somewhat of a study of church 
history, and he submits a reply which is ap
preciated for the benefit of our readers, as 
follows: 

"In section 107: 10, revelation given Janu
ary, 1841, the ordinance of baptism for the 
dead is said to 'belong to my house, and can
not be acceptable to me, only in the days of 
your poverty wherein you are not able to 
build a house unto me; and· I grant unto you 
sufficient time, and during this time your 
baptisms shall be acceptable unto me. But, 
behold, at the end of this appointment, your 
baptisms for your dead shall not be ac
ceptable unto me; and if ye do not these 
things at the end of the appointment, ye shall 
be rejected as a church with your dead, saith 
the Lord.' As in the case of the church when 
it was driven out of Jackson County1 the re
jection here spoken of was not the rejection 
of any one man; but the failure of the church 
as a whole to live up to the requirements that 
God had made upon them. See section 102: 2: 
'Were it not for the transgressions of my peo
ple, speaking concerning the church and nov 
individuals, they might have been redeemed 
even now; but, behold they have not learned 
to be obedient to the things which I require 
at theil' hands.' Any man, either ordained 
or not, who lived up to the requirements of 
God, would not be rejected, but evidently the 
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failure to build the temple at Nauvoo, under 
the circumstances, constituted an offense by 
the church, sufficient for its rejection. 

"This temple was not finished; it was 
burned in 1848 and every stone thrown 
down, since which time the various frag
ments .of the church, rejected by the Lord, 
have sought to reorganize. This was un
doubtedly the right and prerogative of any 
man holding the priesthood, and the only 
means of telling who was right and where the 
truth was being honored was the observance 
of the acts of those seeking to reorganize. If 
they conformed to the constitutional and or
ganic law of the church, contained in the 
revelations of God, they would be acceptable 
to him, otherwise they would not. Seven 
me~bers of the Quorum of Twelve of the old 
church (which was rejected), sought to re
organize in 1847; but in doing so they ignored 
the law and introduced strange doctrines, in
cluding polygamy. Adam God, the blood 
atonement, etc. Sidney Rigdon, one of the 
Presidency in the old church (the church re
Jected), sought to reorganize in 1845, but he 
too failed to observe the order provided for in 
the law, and organized new quorums, or
daining many to be kings and priests, and in
troduced strange doctrines. James J. Strang, 
an elder in the old church, likewise sought to 
reorganize the church as early as 1844; and 
he, too, ignored the law, having himself or
dained as a king, and offering burnt offerings 
and sacrifices after the Mosaic law; and so I 
might mention others, such as William 
Smith, Charles B. Thompson. James C. Brew
ster, Alpheus Cutler, and others. 

"In 1852, a group of elders, including ,Jason 
W. Briggs, Zenos H. Gurley, Henry H. 
Deam, all of whom had been elders in the old 
church, began a reorganization at Beloit, 
Wisconsin, which observed the law and order 
of the Church of Christ, neither seeking to 
add to, nor take from one item, in either doc
trine or organization. This reorganization 
grew and flourished, receiving the favor of 
the Lord, and his continued direction, until 

ONE 

now it has absorbed nearly all attempts at re
organization except the one established by 
the members of the Twelve, which ·is now 
known as the Utah Morman Church. 

"In section 107: 12, it is clearly stated con
cerning temples, 'which my people are always 
comm.anded to build unto my holy name.' You 
will note tl:l<tt it does not state that my peo
ple are commanded to always build temples, 
but that my people are always commanded. 
This is not a general blanket command, which 
instructs the church to proceed with the 
building of temples, but just the opposite, a 
restriction, denying the church to build any 
temple without a command from God. Every 
temple built by the Church of Christ before 
its rejection-or even started-was begun at 
the command of God. Once, at Far West, in 
1848, the church appointed a commjttee to 
locate a building lot, and commence a temple; 
but when Joseph Smith came, he asked them 
to discontinue the work and abide the com
mand of God; and it was not commenced until 
a revf>lation was given, directing such build
ing. 

"The Reorganization has adhered to this 
doctrine and observed this precedent, and has 
built no temple; but it stands ready to do so 
when God shall command when and where 
such temple is to be built. The baptism for 
the dead was a permissive right, which per
mission was lost with the rejection of the 
church; this could not be resumed without 
God gave permission or com!mand again. We 
feel that the Reorganized Church has truly 
observed the revelation touching the mat
ter of baptism for the dead, and this church 
is the only one representing the restored gos
pel, which has observed the commands of the 
Lord in this matter.'' 

AN INTERESTING SOCIAL PROGRAM. 
One of our young pastors in his desire to 

furnish proper and wholesome amusement 
and entertainment for the young of his 
branch, after due consideration launched out 
on these regular "social meetings.'' His 
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success is indicated by the following extract: reply from one of the elders that I had told 
"On last Friday night we held one of our a deliberate falsehood about it, and that he 

social meetings, and from present indica- did not believe any branch would do such a 
tions they are going to be a success. The at- thing." 
ten dance was better than the first one and Answer: We have at hand yours of Oc
several expressed themselves as having a tober 20, and note the question contained 
good time and intending to attend regularly. therein concerning the propriety of using 
Brother congratulated us two or finger bowls in the sacramental service. 
three times and declared it the best meeting In reply we will say that in the opinion of 
that has ever been held in the church here. the Presidency the men who bear the vessels 
Some of our members who have not attended of the Lord in the communion service ought 
any of the other meetings were present and to come to the church clean in person and 
there were some outsiders present also. We with clean hands. It is too late for them to 
first had about twenty minutes of community perform their ablutions after entering the 
singing, then the reading of the Diamo~d stand to break the bread and pour the wine; 
Necklace by De Maupassant, after which d1f- besides, to do so would be in bad taste. They 
ferent ones were asked to give the purpose should cleanse their hands before coming to 
of the story, etc. The purpose we have in ' the church or, if that is not practicable, they 
this is to develop ability to spend profitably should do so in some anteroom before enter
the leisure time and cultivate a taste for the ing the service. 
best literature. A thirty-minute class period Trusting this 
follows in which psychology, economics, and inquiry, we are, 
sociology are offered; then we had an ac-
cordeon soio, then games testing and develop
ing mental alertness, and finally a vocal solo 
and closing song and prayer. The who~e 
p1ogram consumes about two hours, but 1t 

is so diversified that it is not tiresome." 

covers the ground of your 
Sincerely yours, 

The First Presidency. 

Our 'purpose in presenting the above is 
that it might serve as a suggestion for other 
pastors who mjght desire to develop pro
grams of a similar nature adapted to meet 
local needs. 

USJJ OF FINGER BOWLS AT COM
MUNION SERVICES. 

Question: "Does the First Presidency look 
with disapproval on finger bowls being used 
at sacrament services? I personally would 
be glad to have the decision of the Presi
dency on this matter, as I favor and advise a 
thorough washing of the hands in an ante
ro:lm as being preferable. I was present in 
the First Independence Branch when the 
matter of the use of finger bowls was turned 
down and I so informed the branch, with the 

One of our growing pastors, appreciating 
the handicap of a lack of cultural develop
ment and who has made efforts to supply 
the need, writes to the Presidency in a way 
which we are glad to have the readers of ONE 
note, and the Presidency wonders if there are 
others of the ministry who feel as the writer 
of this letter does relative to suggested read-
ings: 

"Of all men, those who profess to be teach
ers of the public, should be able to express 
with clearness, with force, and yet with deli
cacy their thoughts. I find· this faculty 
greatly lacking among ourselves a~ well as 
among some ministers of other churches. It 
must be the result of our failing to apply 
ourselves to the task before us. This failure 
to apply often comes through ignorance of 
the laws of application. It may be true that 
in many cases the results are what they are 
through willful neglect, but I prefer to be
lieve that conditions would justify us in ac
cepting the former as the rule. 
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''It seems to me that a course of good read
ing engaged in by the men of the ministry 
would help wonderfully in developing this 
efficiency in expression. Without this 
efficiency we should not hope to make a suc
cess of our labors for Christ, or induce our 
fellow men to accept him. The day is here 
when we must by the beauty of our rhetoric 
and the power of ourlogic 'compel them to 
come in' and partake of the great spiritual 
feast prepared for the 'Sons of God.' Our 
battle cry must be, "The sword of the Lord 
and of Gideon.' The Lord is always anxious 
to do his part, but he is not oo1iged to do 
Gideon's part also. The sword of the Lord is 
unsheathed for the conflict and if we are to 
have part with him in the victory we must 
make our weapons ready for the fray. 

"I am of the opinion that should the Presi
dency, or some other appointed by them, 
make and publish a hst of books for such a 
course as I have mentioned they would find 
many hungry readers who would thank them 
for their efforts. There are many books 
which can lay claim to the necessary char
acteristics for such a course, that is, beauty 
of diCtion and profundity of thought. I 
find that a man can study, with glorious re
sults to himself and to his ministry, the 
orations of Cicero, Daniel Webster, Henry 
Clay, and many other masters in the pro
fession of public expre~sion. 

ONE 

"Many of our traveling ministry are reau
ing just whatever they happen to pick up in 
their travels. In this way many precious 
hotirs are next to wasted, whereas they 
niight with great profit be spent in the 
pemsal of books which would make some of 
them Jeffersons in intellect and Websters in 
rhetoric. Why shou1d we wade through a 
wilderness of trash to find good when we 
have those who 'can point out the best course 
to pursue? Is haphazard to be desired above 
d;rection? Is chaos· better than order?" 

The following question has been pro
pounded to the Presidency. For the pos
sible benefit of others who may. be interested 
we make reply· in ONE. 

"What provision is there in the law for the 
selection of counselors to presidents of 
priests', teuchers', and deacons' quorums, if 
<tny?" 

Section 107 of Doctrine and Covenants,· 
paragraphs 42 and 46, deals with the question 
of quorums, particularly the phase touching 
presidents and counselors. we here quote 
paragraph 46, relating to Aaronic priesthood 

· quorums, which we believe ans:wers the 
question: 

''And, again I say' unto you, Samuel Rolfe 
and his counselors for priests, and the presi
dent of the teachers and his counselors, and 
also the president of the deacons and his 
counselors, and also the president of the stake 
and his counselors: The above offices I ha1)e 
given unto you, m".d the keys thereof, for 
helps and for governments, for the work of 

. the ministry, and the perfecting of my saints, 
and a commandment I give unto you that 
you should fill all these offices and approve of 
tnose names which I have mentioned, or else 
disapprove of thern, at niy general confer
ence, and that he should prepare rooms for 
all these offices in my house when you build 
it unto my name, saith the Lord your God, 
even so, Amen." 
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THE FORMULA USED IN 
CONFIRMATION. 

(A Symposium.) 
At a meeting of the First Presidency, 

Twelve, Presiding Bishopric, and presidents 
and bishops of stakes held in 1918, a discus
sion arose as to the use of the formula, "Re
ceive ye the Holy Ghost," or "Receive ye the 
gift of the Holy Ghost." 

Thereafter the Presidency addressed a 
circular letter to numbers of the elders ask
ing for an expression of opinion. Some of-- the 

"In all of these rituals the simpler we 
make our work and the more we keep 'man' 
in the background and place God to the front, 
the more effective our work is likely to be." 

F. M. Sheehy: "No fixed formula is neces
sary. We assimilate by association with 
others certain forms or fads, they become 
fixed by habit. It is better to be fresh, 
original, and brief, but not to exclude some, 
or proper, sentiment. The Master is a right 
example in the matter of prayer in Matthew 
6: 5-15.'' 

replies are here quoted, as our readers, and D. J. Krahl: "I have your request for ex
especially the elders, may enjoy their read- pression of opinion relative to use of certain 
ing. There· seems to be rather a g-ener·al formulas in confirming members in the 
unanimity of opinion, with some slight dif- church, as, 'Receive ye the Holy Ghost,' or 
ferences in details. The closing letter, per- 'Receive ye the gift of the Holy Ghost.' I do 
haps, rather aptly sums the matter up in a not find any place in the Scriptures where it 
few words: would indicate that it was necessary to use 

John W. Rushton says: "In the nature of these formulas. The occasion cited when 
things the act of confirmation is the official Jesus revealed himself to his disciples after 
reception of the baptized believer into the the resurrection and breathed on them and 
church, with a conferring of rights and said, 'Receive ye the Holy Ghost,' was a 
privileges of such membership upon the special occasion, as is indicated by that which 
candidate; and, also the petitioning of God follows, and was stated in connection with a 
to bestow the Holy Spirit upon such candi- ~pecial charge to the ministers, giving them 
date for the completion of the regenerative power to remit and retain. sins. · 
process. No man has the power, and there- "The Holy Ghost is given, I understand, by 
fore not the right, to say, 'Receive ye the the laying on of hands, and not transferred 
gift of the Holy Ghost,' in the sense which by the repetition of certain words. In Alma 
would imply that such gift was within the 16:17 we read concerning the acts of Jesus 
power of man or even subject to his dis- while on this continent thus: 'And behold 
position. , while he clapped his hands qn them they were 

"The Holy Ghost is the gift of God and the filled with the Holy Ghost.' In the New Testa
confirmatory prayer in its nature is petition- ment Simon observed that the Holy Ghost 
ing that such gift God might be pleased to was given through the laying on of hands. 
bestow upon the baptized believer. ·~~~ In Acts 19: 6, 'And when Paul had laid his 
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hands upon them the Holy Ghost came on 
them.' In Moroni 2 : 11 we read, 'Y e shall 
call on the Father in my name in mighty 
prayer and after ye shall have done this ye 
shall have power that on him whom ye shall 
lay your hands ye shall give the Hply Ghost.' 

"In the baptism of water we have a for
mula of words given to be used by the offici
ating minister; but the officiating minister 
does not state, 'Receive ye the baptism of 
water,' or 'Receive ye the remission of sins,' 
but performs the act, and the candidate is 
immersed and his sins are remitted. We be
lieve that this would be the same in the lay
ing on of hands for the reception of the Holy 
Spirit. The officiating minister acts by 
authority in this instance as he does in bap
tism. His authoritative act accomplishes the 
purpose as much in the baptism of the Spirit 
as it does in the baptism of water, and we do 
not see why it is needful that a set formula 
should be used to make it legal." 

G. J. Waller: "The matter brought to my 
attention in your letter of December 3 re
garding the use of certain formulre by elders 
in confirming members into the church has 
received my consideration and I would state 
that personally I am in favor of the elder 
officiating using in some part of the confirm.a
tion the words, 'Receive ye the Holy Ghost.' 
In my ministerial work in the past I have al
ways been careful to use this formula and 
have noticed that most of the co-laborers 
with whom I have been associated have also 
used the same. 

"I may say, however, that the omission of 
such formula in confirming an individual 
would not in my opinion prevent the bestowal 
of the Holy Ghost, as I believe that the Lord 
recognizing the imposition of hands by the 
elders officiating for the purpose of confirm
ing a member into the church and for the 
reception of the Holy Ghost would confer the 
blessing upon the member seeking the gift 
promised under such authority. 

"This question brings to mind a confirma-

tion in Honolulu in which a Hawaiian elder 
officiated with myself, he being the speaker. 
The elder in confirming used the Hawaiian 
tongue and did not make use of the formula 
that the Hawaiians present knew that I and 
other elders who had officiated in their pres
ence had been in the habit of using. A Ha
waiian priest after the confirmation stood up 
in the meeting and questioned the validity of 
the ordinance, inasmuch as the usual formula 
had not been used, and I was called upon to 
settle the matter. I then stated that while I 
thought it was always better to use the for
mula, 'Receive ye the Holy Ghost,' the fact 
that these words were omitted would not 
interfere with the bestowal of the blessin<>" 
promised." o 

F. G. Pitt: "Touching the question as to 
whether or not it is necessary, in order for 
individuals to receive the Holy Ghost, that 
the elder~ in confirming shall use certain 
formulas such as 'Receive ye the Holy Ghost,' 
or 'Receive ye the gift of the Holy Ghost,' 
will say, after examining the texts cited, also 
other scriptures on the same matter,· my 
judgment is that it is not necessary. 

"While the words are permissible, if one 
is so led, yet it does not invalidate the 
ordinance if not used. If they were essential 
the Lord undoubtedly would have commanded 
their use as he did the words to be used in 
the ordinance of baptism, also in the blessin<>" 

0 

of the emblems in administering the sacra
ment.'' 

C. J. Hunt: "In regard to the question 
raised in your letter of December 3, asking 
opinion on the duties of elders confirming 
new members into the church, permit me to 
say that the formulas 'Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost,' or ;Rece·ive ye the gift of the Holy 
Ghost,' are not authorized in the three 
standard books of the church. In John 20: 
21, 22, the Savior is speaking to the twelve 
apostles, not an instance of baptism of course. 

"Of the five citations from Doctrine and 
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Covenants you gave I would refer to sections 
32: 3; 49: 2; 83: 10. The strongest of all 
these may be section 85, paragraphs 1 and 2. 
Yet I would not feel justified, in view of all 
the other citations, to use the formulas in 
question every time confirming baptized 
members. A case in point might be section 
125.: 15, where the Lord directs the elders 
when laying on hands for the healing of the 
sick, that it is not necessary to always say 
whether they shall be healed or not, but to 
let the Lord give of the spirit of healing as it 
shall be in his wisdom so to do. 

"In the Book of Mormon, book of Alma, 
chapter 16, paragraphs 116 and 117, Alma 
refers to seven of his colaborers who were 
accepting an important mission under his 
direction. Alma 1aid hands on them and they 
were filled with the Holy Spirit. Also in the 
book of Moroni, chapter 2, paragraphs 1 to 
3, we have the wbrds of Christ which he 
spoke unto his disciples, the twelve whom he 
had chosen. He directs : 'Y e shall call on the 
Father in my name in mighty prayer, and 
after ye have done this ye shall have power 
that on him whom ye shall lay your hands 
ye shall give the Holy Ghost. And in my 
name ye shall give it, for thus do mine 
apostles.' And it is said that as many as re
ceived the laying on of hands the Holy Spirit 
fell upon them. In these instances no set 
formula is used, th~ servants, the servants of 
God administering the ordinances, leaving 
our Lord to bestow the Holy Spirit as it 
seems wisdom in him to give. 

"We are instructed as a church to ad
minister the sacrament of bread and wine, 
and those who have prepared themselves to 
partake have the promise of receiving a for
giveness of their sins. Yet those who ad
minister do not say to them at the time of 
administering, 'Receive ye the forgiveness of 
your sins.' It is also true in the ordinance 
of baptism. It is generally believed that this 
ordinance is for the remission of sins, yet 
when the baptismal rite is being administered 

the minister does not say, 'Receive ye a re
mission of your sins.' Yet the ordinance im
plies that, as also in the sacrament. What is 
true of the last two ordinances named is also 
true with the laying on of hands for the heal
ing of the sick as recorded in James 5: 14, 
15.'' 

Peter Anderson: "Regarding formulas used 
in confirmation of members, will say, that I 
know of no set formula and have no evidence 
that the Lord ever intended such to be used. 
The usual custom of saying, 'Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost,' or 'Receive ye the gift of the 
Holy Ghost,' is not, so far as I know, based 
upon any commandment from God. How
ever I deem it quite proper for those who ' . confirm to use the above formula, when Im-
pressed by the Spirit to do so; otherwise. 
pray that the parties may receive the Spirit 
or the gift of the Holy Ghost, using such 
words as the Spirit may direct." 

A. Carmichael: "The Holy Ghost is given 
as a gift from God, hence in so many places 
it is called 'the gift of the Holy Ghost.' 

"The confirmation is a means unto an end: 
i. e., bestowing of the Holy Ghost. 

"Those holding the Melchisedec priesthood 
are authorized to give it. 

" 'He (Christ) gave them (his disciples) 
power (authority) to give the Holy Ghost.'
Book of Mormon, page 653: 71. 

"'Ye shall have power that on whom ye 
shall lay your hands, ye shall give the Holy 
Ghost.' -Book of Moroni 2: 2. 

" 'And whoso having faith you shall con
firm in my church by the laying on of hands, 
and I will bestow the gift of the Holy Ghost 
upon them.'-Doctrine and Covenants 32:3. 

"From the above we learn that God gives 
it through the delegated authority of his 
servants. It is then immaterial as to just 
the formula used in giving. 

"If A gave B a loaf of bread to give to C, 
Bin handing it to C could truthfully say, 'Re
ceive ye the bread,' or 'Receive ye the gift of 
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the bread.' Both mean exactly the same 
thing." 

Henry A. Stebbins: "Replying to your 
question of the 3d inst., will say that I be
lieve that it is best to follow the example of 
the Lord given in John 20:22, and thus say, 
'Receive ye the Holy Ghost' to those who 
have been baptized with water, when we lay 
hands on them in confirmation. Probably in 
instances the Holy Spirit has been given in 
answer to the prayer for it without the form 
being repeated, but I believe it is far safer to 
use the form the Savior used, or else insert 
the words, the gift of. It was over thirty 
years after I came in the church before I 
heard any confirmed without one form or the 
other being used. And unless the Lord speaks 
I do not know who can declare with certainty 
on the matter and the old form used so many 
years be omitted.'' 

James A. Gillen: "Referring to the ques
tion as to whether it is necessary to use the 
formulas, 'Receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost,' or 'Receive ye the Holy Ghost': 

"While I see no good reason why this 
formula should not be used during the prayer 
of confirmation, I am of the opinion that inas
much as the 'laying on of hands' in this cere
mony is primarily for the bestowal of the 
Holy Spirit, or Holy Ghost, the failure to 
make use of the formula referred to would 
not do violence to the purpose of this 
ordinance. For in the nature of things the 

tenor of the prayer should be to the intent 
that this gift should be given, whether the 
accustomed expression is used or otherwise. 

"The burden of this prayer should be an 
entreaty to our heavenly Father for this di
vine gift to be given. And furthermore, that 
it may abide until it has served its purpose; 
until the candidate shall stand in the pres
ence of God a full grown man in Christ Jesus. 

"Epitomizing my opinion, I would say: It 
would be well to make reference to the be
stowal of this gift in prayer; on the other 
hand the failure to use the formula does not 
invalidate the ceremony." 

I. N. White: "Replying to yours touching 
a precise, prescribed formula to be used in 
confirmation of new members after baptism 
in order to receive the Spirit, I have this to 
say: I think it proper, and probably more 
satisfactory to the convert, for the elders in 
confirmation to use one of the two formulas 

'that is recorded in the books, to-wit: 'Re
ceive ye the Holy Ghost' (John 20: 22); or 
l'eceive the 'Holy Spirit' (Doctrine and Cove
nants 85: 1); they are used interchangeably, 
and mean the self and same thing, no doubt 
in my mind, ?nd would bring us to the 'unity 
of the faith' in this matter." 

W. A. McDowell: "Touching the question 
of the elders using certain formulas in con
firming new members into the church, such 
as 'Receive ye the Holy Ghost,' or 'Receive ye 
the gift of the Holy Ghost,' I do not believe it 
to be necessary to use the above formula as 

' it does not add any more to the right, or 
authority, or power, in conferring or bestow
ing the Holy Ghost unto another, as that 
power, and authority, is already resident in 
the elder by virtue of his ordination, as found 
in John 20: 21, 22, 23; also Doctrine and 
Covenants 55: 1. 

"Thus the Holy Ghost is conferred, or im
parted unto the one who has been baptized in 
water, by virtue of the Holy Ghost and 
authority resident in the elder, and the lay
ing on of his hands, all things being equal." 

[Continued in next Issue] 
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FOR EFFICIENT WORKERS. 
A brother under conference appointment 

and engaged in local work comments as fol
lows: 

"Since reading the article in the December 
number of ONE under the caption, 'Are our 
Workers Efficient,' and remembering the re
quest for any comment or suggestion that 
might be written you, I had a desire to make 
some response to that appeal. 

"I have had an experience of many years as 
to the knowledge of conduct and arranging of 
local work. For several years now have been 
in a post or station where I had active par
ticipation in an associate way in the over
sight of a particular field of the general work, 
and I am fully persuaded that we have been 
dragging along for years with, as it were, 
chains loaded about our feet that have 
hindered and retarded us and have kept us 
far behind conditions that we should be found 
in at the present time. 

"There can be no fault found with the gen
eral plan or arrangement of the church as its 
work is outlined in the law, the church offi
cers and the local ministers cooperating and 
working in the places God has ordained they 
should occupy. The church and its develop
ment is found to come from within; that is, 
its force,' its power, its strength and beauty. 
Not much of advantage or attainment and 
great' help comes to the church from the 
world, or without, but in God's plan he has. 
ordained that the ministers should be called 
from the men of the church. They should 
have their activity and their training there
in. They should develop and qualify for the 
important places and stations that God calls 

them to occupy. We have had all sorts of 
trouble, it is true, at different times by men 
who have been self-willed, some jealous and 
others perverse, who would not do, or would 
not allow others to do, but in these exceptions 
and extreme conditions the law m:ust be ap
plied that men shall be free and the organiza
tion not hindered. 

"Every good man and every true leader in 
a stake, district, or branch evidences the 
power of his leadership, the foresight he has 
of the needs of the work by not keeping all 
in his own hands, trying to do all the work 
himself, but in developing men who shall be 
able to represent the work of God. It is true 
that we lose much of our power for good in 
the fact that men of local position with 
worldly responsibilities do not throw all the 
weight and influence into the work they 
might. This, no doubt, could be helped some
what by the law being carried out, so far as 
the church is able, to appoint high priests in 
large branches and over districts whose re
sponsibility should be to see that the work is 
pushed, that the men constantly press for
ward in all departments and make specific re
ports of the work outlined and accomplished. 

"We cannot say very much in an in
criminating way, because we feel the re
sponsibility, and the question immediately 
falls back upon the church. If our men are 
not alive, if the work is not being. pushed, 
if there are no definite plans to be carried 
out, what has the church done in the way 
of outlining a specific program? What 
is the responsibility placed lJpon each man 
in supervision in the way of ·getting re
sults? What has he had in the way of 
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special direction co:nUng to him through 
specific training in a course that fits a man 
and prepares him to go forth in this station 
of responsibility and execute the work as the 
church would have it done? 

"This, of course, touches the question of 
the church training its ministers, and we are 
·so far behind upon that point that we make 
.no further comment, only to say the sooner 
we begin, the more nearly will we approxi
mate the right condition in the church, and 
we will find we will be getting better results 
through the efforts of our workers. The law 
is written plainly on the church books that 
this work should be done, the training of the 
ministers to fit them for the places of lead
ers. There has been no revelation to counter
mand or rescind this responsibility of the 

·church. One such place (Kirtland) erected 
for that work stands to the present day un
used along that line. Can some of the con
fusion and division of to-day be attributable 
to our oversight along this line? 

"Also we have the grotesque situation (no 
doubt the best we have been able to do up to 
the present) of men called from the farm, 
from the mine, from small country villages, 
where they have not had experience dealing 
with large church problems, advance work, 
business, or essential requirements of city ad
ministration, to minister in places that re
quire adaptability, foresight, and leadership, 
which enjoins that they should be leading, 
advancing the work rather than, as in some 
places, where it is pushing, forcing, and driv
ing them. 

"Just recently we had the pleasure of visit
ing one of our branches, and they have the 
prospect of a man for pastor, but with some 
it is a question of how successful this man 
will be, admitting he is a splendid man and a 
good preacher, but from a social side, touch
ing the question of leadership, a man to be 
continually leading the way in advance, there 
is a question whether he will fill the bill. 

"Now I suppose that our past misfortune 

makes it that we have but few such men. We 
can begin to-day a system by which men who 
are in the priesthood, consecrated to the work 
of God, can be taught and developed and 
made leaders such as we need as pastors to 
have charge of the work of God. 

"For myself, I know I would appreciate the 
advantage of some such course, and I am 
satisfied there are many others among our 
workers who would avail themselves of it, the 
necessary provision being made. 

"The success of the work depends on what 
we can do, as we submit ourselves the 
humble servants through whom God can 
work and carry out his divine will. I am 
willing to .share, and desire not to fail in such 
responsibility." 

THE DIVORCE EVIL, 
"There is one thing I wish to call your at

tention to, that is and has been been for some 
time causing much shame and disgrace to the 
church in many places, and nowhere that I 
have been is it so prevalent as I find it in this 
district; that is-the divorce evil. So many 
have been divorced for any trivial cause and 
have married again, and in some instances I 
find that our ministers have married those 
who have been thus divorced, when the legal 
cause for which they may separate and re
marry, according to Matthew 5: 32 and Con
ference Resolution 272, did not exist. 

"I am inclined to draw the lines very close 
in cases of remarriage where the legal cause 
as found in Matthew 5: 32 does not exist. I 
am also requiring the priesthood to become 
acquainted with such cases and teach them 
the law and its consequences. 

"In cases where there is a separation for 
other causes than adultery shall we disfellow
ship? See Conference Resolution 66. I am 
of the opinion that there are cases where a 
separation for other causes may be justi·· 
fiable; but they should not remarry, but ac
cording to this resolution, we should consider 
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them 'unworthy of fellowship.' Where do we 
occupy as a church on this important ques
tion? We have laws, but they are not en
forced, and in many cases we suffer as a 
church to-day for the laxness in their en
forcement. 

"Many of the sectarian churches are awak..: 
ening to this evil and many of their ministers 
are refusing to perform marriages of di
vorced persons where the legal cause does 
not exist. Shall we be in the van or found 
trailing behind? I hope that one lecture will 
be delivered at the pre-conference lectures 
upon this growing evil. 

"I cannot find words to express my com-' 
mendation for the arrangement of these 
lectures, a dynamic in the church indeed.'' 

vf'Yt,SW4YI"J I P.l, "'"J"~' 3~. 
IMPORTANCE OF COMPETENT PRIESTS. 

From one of the brethren engaged in local 
work we have the following observations: 

"As touching branch officers I wish to say 
this : As a rule here I find the officer most 
needed, the hardest to get to work, the one 
who understands his duty the least, and, as a 
consequence, the one least appreciated by the 
Saints, is the priest. 

"When we get a priest who has initiative, 
learns his duty, is diligent in service, and 
gains the confidence of the Saints, often the 
district officers say, 'There is the live wire of 
that branch and should be the president.' He 
is ordained an elder and we lose a good priest 
and have a very common elder. 

"Priests are ordained who tell me their 
homes were n~ver visited; therefore, they 
never enjoyed the blessings derived, so do not 
realize the real worth of their office and are 
slow to move out. Again, other priests have 
failed to qualify, and so no real standard is 
set as a goal for the new man to work to. He 
waits for the older or more experienced man 
to move out. 

"Men, like horses, are often influenced by 
their mates when broke in. As a farmer I 
found when I had a horse that worked to suit 

me, I could best mate him by breaking a colt 
with him. The colt would learn to work, 
drive, and be handled like the more experi
enced horse. To my mind the best way, as 
a rule, to develop priests, and other officers 
we need, is to keep those who have become 
authority in the work, at least until others 
under their care and teaching have by experi
ence, and otherwise, proved their worth in 
office, especially where there are two or three 
elders and a priest must be ordained to take 
the place of the one being ordained an elder." 

ON TAKING COLLECTIONS. 
A missionary writes: "I am holding a 

series of meetings at --. I have preached 
every night this week and expect to con
tinue one or two weeks longer. The interest 
is good. There were about fifty-five out last 
night and prospects for a larger crowd to
night. 

"We have only one family of Saints living 
here, and they are unable financially to bear 
the expense of the meetings. I have come 
to the conclusion that under the circum
stances there would be nothing wrong with 
taking up a collection or two. I know this is 
not customary with our people, and while I 
am opposed to continual begging, I believe 
that it is altogether proper for us to give 
those who attend our services an opportunity 
to help bear the expense of the meetings if 
they care to do so. Many of our men go out 
and tell the people they do not want money, 
and give the impression that they will not 
take money, and thus prevent outsiders from 
helping them who would otherwise be glad to 
do so, and then turn around and draw on the 
bishop or the Saints for expense money. 

"I believe the sectarian world has gone to 
one extreme in begging and we have gone to 
the other extreme in denying the people the 
privilege of helping us. I hope we can strike 
the happy medium. We are not out of 
money, but it takes a little money to do 
effective work.'' 
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THE FORMULA USED IN 
CONFIRMATION 

(Continued from last Issue.) 

C. A. Butterworth: "Certain words to be 
used in confirmation: I do not believe that 
anyone acting in authority for Christ is 
bound to use any set phrase in connection 
with any ordinance or ceremony. It is al
ways, 'After this manner'; 'In the following 
manner' ; 'On this wise' ; and then a sam pie 
is laid down to follow. In the Lord's prayer 
it begins, 'After this manner shall ye pray.' 
Baptism is administered (Doctrine and Cove
nants 17: 21), 'In the following manner ... 
and shall say,' and different words are used 
from what were used in baptizing Helam 
(Mosiah 9: 44), and both these differ in 
words from Nephi 5 : 25, but all agree in 
sentiment. 

"In blessing the emblems of the Lord's 
Supper, over which we are so particular in 
reading, it says, 'And after this manner shall 
ye administer it.' 

"Of the prayer in the School of the 
Prophets Doctrine and Covenants 85: 40 
says, 'Salute his brother or brethren with 
these words.' Verse 44 : 'This is a sample 
unto you for a salutation to one another.' 

"Manner does not necessarily mean the 
exact words, but custom, kind certain, degree 
or measure', etc. 

"If the one confirming uses such words a~ 
thes~, 'As a servant of the Lord, ordained and 
sealed unto this power, I confer upon you the 
right and privilege ·of receiving the Holy 
Ghost, and may you order your life so as to 
merit 'this favor,' I think it should be suf
ficient." 

George N. Briggs: "Touching the matter 
of formulas to be used in confirmation by 
elders, I am clearly of the opinion, after 
having read the passages referred to, and 
others, that it is not essential to use any such 
formula as 'Receive ye the Holy Ghost,' or, 
'Receive ye the gift of the Holy Ghost,' but 
I do believe that it is advisable to use such 
expressions. So far as necessity is con
cerned I believe they can well be omitted.'' 

From time to time complaints come to the 
Presidency regarding missionaries under 
General Conference appointment, to the ef
fect that some go into branches and districts 
and announce meetings without consultation 
with the officers of district or branch. An<'! 
also that some baptize individuals in branche~, 
without seeking the advice of branch officers. 

While we wish our men to keep in mind 
the distinction between missionary and local 
work, we wish them to also bear in mind 
that' there must be the closest cooperation be
tween these two classes of church workers. 
Local officers in charge of the districts and 
branches should be best acquainted with local 
conditions and should know the need or de
mand for missionary efforts. Likewise they 
should know considerable. about the private 
life and character of individuals in their lo
cality requesting baptism, and a word of con
sultation may, in some instances, save the 
church a great deal of trouble and expense .. 

We feel confident that missionaries will find 
the local officers willing and anxious to co
operate in a missionary way, both in advising 
and assisting otherwise. And the closer the 
cooperation the better will be the results to 
the church and to all concerned. 
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A SLOGAN FOR THE MISSIONARY. 
The growth of the chutch has been steady, 

and the number of baptisms has been good 
when we consider the number of men under 
appointment. But the signs of the times all 

· point towards the hastening time in estab
lishing Zion. I cannot but feel, therefore, 
that every missionary should be fired by a 
dominating zeal to increase his results over 
preceding years. Why not let the missionary 
force raise this slogan: 

"TWENTY THOUSAND CONVERTS BE
FORE NEXT GENERAL CONFERENCE, 
AND EVERY CONVERT'S FACE TO
WAitDS ZION!" 

Frederick M. Smith. 

"PUTTING AWAY." 
Some very interesting questions sent in by 

a brother were referred to Elder J. A. Tan
ner for answer, and his answers may very 
profitably be passed on for consideration by 
the ministry and others who may be in
terested. The questions and answers are a:s 
follows: 

Q;·estion Number 1, says: "When do you 
consider that a man has put away. his wife?" 
or, "Can a man put away his wife without 
sect1ring a divorce?" 

In my opinion, a man has put away his 
wife when he permits some other woman to 
come into his life and win his love from his 
wife, and further permits himself to lust 
after that woman to the extent that his af
fections are placed upon her a:Q.d clandestinely 
he lives immorally with her.. I think this is 
likely the interpretation that may be placed 

upon the statement of Jesus, in a broad and 
liberal sense, when he said: "He that looketh 
upon a woman to lust after her hath already 
committed adultery in his heart." 

Question Number 2, "Can a man put away 
his wife without securing a divorce?" is 
largely answered in Number 1. However, I 
presume, in a legal sense, he cannot; that in 
the light of the law, as legally interpreted, a 
man does not put away his wife until a judge 
has granted a divorce, and he would then be 
considered free from her and separated. 

Third, "In case either party secures a di
vort'e on grounds other than adultery, and re
mains unmarried, could they be considered as 
having broken the law?" 

To answer this question anywhere near 
correctly, one would need. to presume that the 
securing of a divorce on grounds other than 
adultery was secured in good faith and with
out collusion or trickery or deception being 
practiced, and that the grounds upon which 
the divorce was secured were legal grounds 
in the light of the civil law. Under this pre
sumption, it is my opinion that it could not 
be considered that they had broken the law 
if they remained unmarried, and only when 
they remarried, under conditions as cited 
above, would be considered legally as break
ing the law in the light of that which is set 
forth in the scriptures which does not permit 
a remarriage upon other grounds than un
faithfulness upon the part of the companion 
that has been put away. 

Of course, there are many phases of this 
question, and to. present all of them and ex
press an opinion upon them as they may ap-
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pear in argument would require quite a 
voluminous letter, but I presume you just 
wished me to give a simple answer to the 
questions that you have presented. 

affirm that the general practice of many of 
the brethren in stringing out a lot of words 
with no particular objective, lacking cohesion 
and purpose, is reprehensible. 

"The advice of Joseph Smith, late Presi-
THE PRAYER OF ANOINTING. dent of the Church, that it is not necessary 

(A Symposium.) to have two prayers at the time of adminis-
At a meeting of representative men some tration, should be accorded to. It is painful 

months ago a discussion arose touching the to have one man take the bottle of oil, anoint 
matter of long prayers while anointing the the head of the patient, and then offer a long 
sick in administration. prayer whilst the other brother or brethren 

are standing by; then to have them confirm 
Subsequently the Presidency addressed a the anointing by another brother going over 

circular letter to various elders, asking for an 
expression of opinion. We give herewith practically the same thing. 
extracts from some of the answers received. "It is well that those administering may, 

in a general way, know something of the 
T. W. Williams: "Replying to your com-

munication of December 4, asking my opinion needs of the patient, and then let the prayer 
be directed to that particular need. I would in regard to the matter of long prayers when 

one is anointing and administering to the advise that the prayer be short, explicit, and 
sick, will state: to the point. By all means the elder should re-

frain from lengthening out his prayer so as 
"First: I am committed to the thought to develop a spirit of prophecy whereby he 

that long prayers, except under very extraor- may make some promise to the one admin
dinary occasions ,are detrimental rather than istered to. 
helpful. 

"The benefit to the sick is not dependent on 
"The Wise Man has aptly said, 'Be not the length of the prayer. In fact, I believe 

rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart 
be hasty to offer any thing before God; for if there was ever a time when the prayer 

God is in heaven, and thou upon earth; there- ~~::~!~~i~~o;~i~~d pointed it would be on an 
fore let thy words be few.' -Ecclesiastes 
5: 2. "One other reprehensible thing is the prac-

"Jesus gives wholesome advice: 'But when tice of the brethren in placing their heavy 
ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the hands on the head of the patient and bearing 
heathen do; for they think thatthey shall be down in such a way as to make the act ab
heard for their ,much speaking; be not ye solutely uncomfortable. 
therefore Ilke unto them; for your Father "When one is sick he is susceptible to every 
knoweth what things ye have need of, before little thing, and it should be the studied pur
ye ask him.'-Matthew 6:7, 8. pose of the elders to make their presence as 

"It is well to note that 'the prayer of agreeable as possible and conducive to the 
faith shall save the. sick.' The great pre- \Yell-being of the sick." 
requisite is faith, and this does not necessi- U. W. Greene:· "Touching the~atter of 
tate long prayers. long prayers . in anointing the sick in ad-

"Under all circums.tances man must be, to ministratipns, will say that many times in my 
an extent, . gover:ned by . the conditions, the experiences . I have been distressed to note 
surrounding circumstances and, above all, the that elders in anointing with the oil would 
operation of the Spirit of God. . make a long p:rayer, then turn to me· and ask 

"We cannot lay down hard and fast lines in that I C')nfirrh that anointing and that prayer. 
this matter, as this would preclude the opera- At times I have felt so provoked that I have 
tion of the Spirit. It is, however, safe to wanted to say, 'You have administered and I 

\ 
i 
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see no reason why I should confirm that 
which you have done.' 

"I believe the oil should be placed on the 
head of the afflicted one in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ; then hands should be 
placed on the head of the party and a brief 
prayer offered by the one selected for that 
purpose. 

"I may say that I do not believe in long 
prayers in blessing children or when ordain
ing to the ministry. "The model prayers, in 
my j~dgment, are such we find in the Book 
of Mormon as used on this continent after 
the visit of our Savior." 

Hubert Case: "Surely the prayer of anoint
ing should be very short, and let the man con
firming be led to make the long prayer, if 
either does. 

"I would like to hear a word also on the line 
of their saying 'We have no power.' This is 
frequently said by the brethren, and I think 
we have some power. Luke said he gave them 
powerand-authority~ mid-if they have au
thority they have power." 

F. G. Pitt: "In the early days of the Reor
ganization the custom followed was for the 
one anointing to say a few words or offer a 
very brief prayer while anointing, leaving the 
burden of prayer to the one confirming dur
ing the laying on of hands. Your father al
ways urged this rule. 

"I very much regret to witness of late 
years a departure from this custom, espe
cially among some of our younger men. In 
some instances the elder anointing would go 
so far as to lay his hands. upon the sick and 
in a long prayer confirm the anointing, seal 
the blessing, and then turn to his associate 
for him to offer another prayer. An elder in 

in anointing the sick and that the prayer 
should be offered by the one confirming, dur
ing the laying on of hands of the elders par
ticipating.'' 

W. M. Aylor: "As to the question of long 
prayers in anointing the sick, I think it very 
unwise. I have heard some of the elders pray 
a long prayer in anointing, pray about al
most everything. I have advised against this 
everywhere I go and get the opportunity. 
Also advised not to lay hands heavily on the 
sick.'' 

C. A. Butterworth: "My position is that 
the prayer in anointing the sick should be as 
brief and to the point as possible. Calling 
the person by name, or saying, Sister, or 
Brother, as the Lord's servant I anoint you, 
or your head, with this consecrated oil, and 
ask God's blessing and directions on your be
half in the confirmation,-or something simi
lar. The prayer for the sick or afflicted 
should be in the confirmation, and not in the 
anointing.'' 

A. Carmichael: "It depends. Some men 
love to pray long and loud, and some men 
love to hear them. If this happy ( ?) combi
nation occurs, let them indulge if said in
dulgence is necessary to the bringing of the 
Spirit of the Master. Of this, though, we are 
in doubt. 

"Again it depends. Some men have the 
very happy faculty of brevity. Others enjoy 
brevity. If such a combination is found, let 
them act according to 'their gifts'; i. e., 
brevity. 

"In general. The one anointing should do 
so with a few well chosen words, and the one 
confirming do so as led by the Spirit. 

Australia-did this upon two occasions. After "The one confirming is, in common par
the first experience, (explained to him the lance, called 'the mouthpiece.' We suppose 
prorer method in administering to the sick, this expression is used because the one con
as I understood it. When he did this the firming should express t~e r_n~ssage of cheer 
second time and said, 'Amen,' I said 'Amen' and comfort, etc., to the md1v1dual. 
and walked away. ln explanation, I told him . "To the writer one of the things that spoil 
he had done all I could do, therefore all I cpuld an administration is to have the one anoint
say was 'Amen.' i~g make a long prayer, teii1ng the Lord a 

"I believe only a few words should be used whole lot of stuff that the Lord knows al-
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ready. The same may be said of an opening 
prayer at a preaching service. In fact, good 
taste requires that any prayer or religious 
service, speaking generally, used primarily to 
'introduce' or 'begin' a service, should be 
brief. It lends a proper setting to the main 
occasion. 

"If ever 'brevity is the soul of wit' (wis
dom), this 'soul' or essence of wisdom will be 
found in the anointing of the sick." 

Henry A. Stebbins: "I consider that a long 
prayer by the elder in anointing takes away 
from the privilege and the right of the one 
who is to offer the real prayer that is to fol
low. My own experience is that where two 
elders officiate, which is a common occur
rence, the one who offers the prayer while 
they are upon their knees seeking help for 
themselves and the sick one, that hr~ should 
do the anointing, saying a few words about it 
being done in the Lord's name and asking the 
Father to bless the ceremony, and then leav
ing it with the other elder to finish the serv
ice by making a full supplication in behalf of 
the sick one. If there are three elders each 
can do a part. 

"If I remember correctly I have always be
lieved in a brief prayer in anointing, and 
especially since I saw your father decline to 
offer the concluding prayer ~fter an elder had 
covered the whole ground in making his 
anointing prayer. Joseph said that was 

. enough to answer the purpose. 

"Of course if the sick one is in great dan
ger and it is desired that every effort be 
made, also the Holy Spirit so leads, then each 
elder may offer a long prayer, but be sure 
that it is wise to do so. When the one anoint
ing makes too long a prayer, weariness re· 
suits, and faith and hope are liable to be
come less instead of increasing by the service. 
I have witnessed such cases in my experi
ence. Others have spoken the same." 

(Continued in May issue.) 

A PASTOR WRITES: 
"I try to get the home of every member in 

the branch visited once every six months by 
either myself or some of the priesthood. And 
while I always leave them free to visit and 
instruct as they feel led, yet I also always try 
to give them one or two points that I desire 
them to establish in each home. For our visits 
beginning the first of January, I expect to ad
vise that the tithing be taken up, and before 
we start the visiting I expect to have a meet
ing of the priesthood and attempt the task of 
explaining to the entire priesthood so there 
will be no contradictions in the different 
visits. I will ask each member of· the priest
hood to report the conditions and then use 
the deacons in following up the work. I hear 
a great many comments on the articles of the 
bishop in the pape1·s, showing it is becoming 
effective." 

The following interesting observation 
comes from one of our stake officers: 

"I am impressed that the first qualifica
tion for an officer in the church is a desire to 
work, and the next essential-thing is to know 
how to go about it. We have. some who are 
sufficiently educated, and who could make a 
good showing for the work if they only 
would, who lack the ambition to take hold and 
push. There are others who may not show 
so much grace and dignity in what they do, 
but who are deeply interested in the work, 
and the Lord blesses their ministrations 
more." 
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