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Semi-Annual Conference. 

Nlinutes of the Semi-Annual Conference 
oft he Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints, held at Parks' Mills, 
Iowa, Sept. 12th to 15th. 1872. · 

!>resident Joseph Smith called the as­
sembly to order. 

On motion Elders D. II. Bays and ll. J\I. 
Elvin were appointed secretaries. 

Opened by singing 718t.h hymn. The 
Almighty was invoked for his blessings 
upon the conference by the president. 

The following brethren were appointed 
ns police force: Hugh Lytle, superintend­
ent, Dan. Ho.ugas, Washington Bays, J. R. 
Badham, Da,n. Shearer, John Condit, B. ,J. 
Wicks and Alma Newberry. 

Sung 55th hymn. 
On motion, adjourned till 2 P.M. Bene­

diction by the president. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Met pursuant to adjournment. and open­
ed by singing 721st hymn. PrayH by 
Elder Joseph C. Clapp. Sung 19th hymn. 

The president stated that it was expect­
ed to hear reports of districts and mi~sions, 
to sustain our officers, also to send mission­
aries to help spread the gospel if pract.ica· 
ble. :linch instruction of value and worth 
was presented in that urbane manner that 
inspires the saints to renewed efforts of 
sustaining and proclaiming the words of 
ealvat.ion. 

DIS'11RICT REPORTS. 

Gallands Grove, by Elder Thomas Dob­
son, 364 membership, in middling good 
condition, the elders are doing well, but 
neglect to report.. more calls for preaching 
than can be filled. 

Northern Illinois. per letter of Henry A. 

being taken, and the general feeling show 
that the time is coming nearer when sin 
and indifference will not pass so unnoticed, 
and when they who de&ire to live as saints 
must be more actively engaged. Some are 
becoming awake to the fact that if they 
would not be counted with the slothful and 
the evil-doers they must show the line of 
separation. 

South West Missiouri and South East 
Kansas. 6 branches, including 1 sevent.y, 
26 elders, 7 priests, 7 teachers, 6 deacons 
and 182 Jay members, rot.al membership 
229. B. V. SPRINGER, Presiding Elder. 

An accompanyin~ letter wa.s read, plac­
ing himself at the disposal of the confer­
ence. A letter from D. S. Mills, recom­
mending Br. David Phiiips, for a mission 
to Wales, was read. 

l'ott>twattamie district, reported by Bl'. 
C. G. Mcintosh, the district is not in so 
good condition as I would like to see it, 
still it might be worse. the a!Zgregation of 
membership is 380. There h:we been G 
additions by baptism and some by letter. 

Br. Joseph C. Clapp, of Los Angelos, 
Cal., gave a very interesting .report, 
preached the word, held one discussion, 
baptized some, was at the disposal of the• 
conference. 

The following report read, and on 
motion accepted and ordered spread on 
the record : 

Financial report of the PubliE<hing 
House of the Church of .Jesu~ Christ of 
I,atter Day Saints from November lst. to 
,June 17th, 1872. 

RECEIPTS. 

! f'ash on hand November 1st., 18il ............. .. 
]'rom subscription for Herald, HOpe, free 

subscriptions, sales of books, tracts &c., 
donations to Hope Ron of Honor, and 
'·l1ress Fund/' and from job work ....... . 

EXPENDITURES. 

];'or wages of all engaged in the office ........ . 
Printing paper a.nd stationery ................. . 
Bool::: binding ......................................... . 
'l'ype, &c., &c ........................................... . 
nooks for sale ......................................... . 
Poor of Plano, charged. to I. L. Rogers' ac .. 
J\lis·donary purposes ................................ . 
1-\tore and fixtures ................................. .. 
Postage sbtnJps ....................................... .. 
Paid Steward & Henning on account ........ . 
Paid R. Huntly ....................................... . 
Paid sundries, inc.lllding freight charges, 

drayage, expressage, royalty on mail.­
ing machine, daily paper, lumber for 
1ioor of ba9ement, fuel. light, and ex­
penses of the editor and foreman on 
business for the office, &c ................... . 

Cash on hand June 17th, 1872 ................... . 

$12.00 

5,fJ0-1: 56 

$3,917.15 

3,5-16,2r") 
1,045.07 

271.87 
80.:30 
44.1() 
27.7C) 
40.00 
H-.:W 

2-!1.6G 
5(i.f"J0 

lGO.OO 

21-±.98 
168.41 

$5,917.15 

Stebbins, presiding elder, as follows: there 
are 12 branches in this district, and their 
total aggregate of mem hers is 520. includ­
ing the following 87 officials, namely. 1 of 
first presidency, 2 apostle~. 1 presiding 
bishop, 9 high priests, 7 of the quorum of 
Eevent.y, 4') elders, 10 priests. 10 teachers. 
7 deacons. During the six months since 
the report to the. Annual Conference of 
1872 there have been added by baptiRm 15, 
by lettel' 6. making an increase of 21. ] 7 
have removed by letter, 4 have died, 3 
have been expelled, m11king a decrease of 
24. 'fhe condition of the mnjority of the 
branches and of the district is fair and " . u.<nrr.Irms. 

· f 1 h 1 :Notes given for horrowe.d money ............. .. 2,000.00 
~28.:3:> the prospect IS or Jetter, as t e measures Due N. Kennedy for labor ...................... .. 
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Due R. Warnock for labor ........................ . 
.Accounts payable, principally balances 

from New Translation Ledger ............ . 
Due on rent, one year .............................. . 

51.38 Increase for six months 62. ~orne of the 

3,173,85 elders refuse to work in the ministry on 
325.00 account of the difficulty existing in the 

district, a better feeling is existing with 
ASSETS. 

$o,G78·58 them now and in t.be district, and a pros­
pect of a great work b~ing done. Some of 
the branches are not in a very good con-

Cash on hand June 17th, 1872.... ............... 168,41 
AccOunts receivable, some of which are of 

doubtful value.................................... 3,013.13 
Footing of Inventory, taken June 14, 1872 .. 15,567.97 dition. · 

President Joseph Smith presented in­
$~~~~ structive remarks, and expln.ined tbe 

The President made honorable mention 
of the extent and the locality of the good 
that is being accomplished. Prayer meet· 
ing appointed for evening. Adjourned till 
early candle lighting. Closed by singing 
doxology; benediction by the President. 

EVEI>ING SESSION. 

Met pursuant to adjournment, Br. Thos. 
Dobson in the chair, meeting opened in 
the usual form; the saints enjoyed a 
social season in which the good Spirit wa.s 
present., the gifts were manife~t. Ad­
journed to meet to-morrow at 10 A. M. 

Closed by singing; and a benediction by 
the chairman. 

SECOND DAY, SEP. 13TH. 

cause of much of the troubles in the dis­
tricts along the MisBouri river. 

A letter of Br J. Ells rea.d; and a stAte­
ment was made by the pr~sident. that Brs. 
David H. Smith and A. D. Boren were 
laboring in Utah, a.nd that Br. Alexander 
H. Smith was preparing to go to Califor­
nia.. 

Decatur District, by Elder A. W. Moffet, 
3 branches, including one organized 
since Apr·il report .. with an a.ggregn.te of' 
160 members, including 3 high priests, 3 
seventys, 11 elder$. 6 priests, 4 teachers, 
2 deacons and 131 lay mernhers. Since 
last report there iR a.n increase by bap­
tism of 14, and by letter 22; district in a 
prosperous condition. 

On motion adjourned till2 P.M. Closed 
]IORNING SESSION. by singing- 615th hymn. Benediction by 

Opened by singing to the pra.ise of God the President. 
the 31st bymn; prayer offered l:y Elder 

1 
AFTERNOON SESSION. 

J. Chat burn; sung 4th hymn. Mmutes of·r 
12th were read and approved. Portions Met pursua.nt to a.<ljournment. opened 
of the minutes of the Annua.l Conference by singing i20th hymn, prayer offered by 
of 1872 were re"d. I Br. Wm. Rerifield; Pung 718tb hymn. 

Fremont District was reported by Elder CentralNebroiskaDistrict, no report, but 
Wm. Redfield. There are in the district I statement that. the district. was di•solved 
8 branches, with a.n aggrega.te member. a.t its quarterly conference in Au!!n't. 
ship of 283, including 4 high priests, 2 of There were 5 branches. After considerable 
the seventy, 29 elders, 10 priests, 101 discussion tbe followin~r was adopter!: 
teachers, I deacons, incre11se since la.st re-1 Resolved that the Eastern Nebraska 
port. fl, total membership 282, some little I District. appoint a. convention to ra.tifv the 
uonble, bu!. the prospect is fair and 1 a.ction of the conference in dividing 

1 the Central Nebraska district into three 
Des District, no report. ~ diRtriets. 
gouihern l~ebro.ska Disnict, reported by I In the matter of a.rlverse claims of Norlo­

Elder .James Kemp, 5 branches, including way and Decatur Districts, the following 
llG lay members, 3 deacons, 4 teachers, I was duly adopted. 
G priests, lJ elders, total membership 143. Resolver! that fhrrison county, Mo., 
Ba.pt.ized since last report, 11, deaths ~. [oe considered a part and parcel of the 
and expelled 7; one branch organized, Decatur District. 
since last report, feeling not good, and .

1

' }.Tauvoo and String Prairie District, no 
needs something done, as there are no dis- report.. 
trict officers. Little Sioux District, bv Elder .T. C. 

North West Missouri District, by Elder Cr tbb, 9 branches, 320 mem'lers, 4 high 
A .. J. Inodgelt., 10 bmnches, 1 branch dis- priests, l bishop. 4 sevent,1s, 46 elders, 
organi~ed since last report a.nd 2 branches 10 priests. 7 tenchers nnd 4 deacons. 
organizeJ, there is an aggregate of 281 Elder Nicholas St.8.mm reported his 
members, including 1 high priest, I seven. labors a.t Pella a.nd elsewhere in Iowa. 
ty, 43 elders, 13 priests, 8 tea.cbers, 'l'he Spirit bad given stren!):th, he was at 
deacons and 208 lay members, error in the disposal of this conference. 
last repo;·t, 10 officers and 10 members. On motion the conference a.djourned till 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



668 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

candle light, and Br. Joseph Smith was re­
quested to preaoh. Closed by singing a 
doxology. Benediction by the President. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
by singing 58th hymn. Prayer offered by 
Elder Z. Martin. Sung l084th hymn. 

Preaching by President Joseph Smith, 
subject, Practical instraction t" the saints; 
and what the gospel is expected to do and 
what it. will accomplish. 

On motion adjourned to meet to-morrow 
at 9:30 A. M. Closed by singing the 
doxology. Benediction by the president. 

'l'HIRD DAY, SEPT. 14TH. 

Brn. E. Banta and A. J. Fields, was 
adopted. 

Section 13 was read, and on motion of 
Ern. W. T. Bozarth and J. Broadbent, was 
adopted. 

Section 14 was read, and on motion of 
Brn. F. Hanson and R. McKinzie,· was 
adopted. 

Section 15 was read, and on motion of 
Brn. A. J. Blodgett and H. :M. Elvin, was 
adopted. 

Section 1G was read, and on motion of 
Brn. Joseph C. Clapp and E. 13. Gaylord, 
was adopted. 

Section 17 was read, and on motion of 

I 
Ern. H. J. Hudson and A. J. Fields, wa;y 
adopted. 

MORNING SESSION. 1 Section 18 was read, and, after being 
:Met pursuant to adjournment. The con- amended, on motion of llrn. J. C. Clapp 

gregation sang 981st hymn. Prayer was and J. R. Badham, was adopted. 
offered by Elder J. M. Putney. Sang Section 19 was read, and on motion of' 
1025th hymn. It was then, upon motion, Brn. J. R. Badham and A .• J. Blodgett, waB 
Resolved that the conference entertain adopted. 
the proposition to consider the propriety Section 20 was read, and, after amend­
of adopting articles of association and in- ment, on motion of Brn. F. Hansen and G. 
corporation. The articles of association Hatt, was adopted. 
were then read. Section 21 was read, amended; and on 

On motion of Br. H. J. Hudson, it was motion of Brn. A. W. Moffit and A. J. 
Resolved that the conferer.ce do now pro- Fields, was adopted 
eeed to consider the articles-article by Section 22 wns read, ~nd on motion of 
article. Brn. H. Palmer, and A. J. Fields, was 

The preamble was then read ; and on' adopted. 
motion of Brn. E. Robinson and E. B. Gay- Section 23 was read, and on motion of 
lord, it was adopted. Brn. F. Hansen and I. L. Bear, was adopt-

Article 1, section 2, read, and, on mo- ted. 
lion of Brn. H. J. Hudson and 1\ . • J. Oa motion of TI. M. Elvin and II. J. 
Blodgett, senior, was adopted. Hudson, it was then Resolved that we 

Section 3, read, and on motion of Brn. adopt the articles as read, amended, and 
E. Banta and A. J. Fields, was adopted. adopted, section by section as a w hvle, 

Section 4, read, and on motion of Brn. which was carried unanimously. 
Z. S. Martin and Thos. Dobson, was Adjourned to meet at 2 P. M. Closed by 
adopted. singing 939th hymn. Benediction by the 

Section 5, read, and on motion of Brn. the President. 
F. Hanson and A. J. Fields, was adopted. 

Section 6, read, and on motion of Brn. 
AFTEll.NQO!{ SESSiO;.T, 

A.. J. Blodgett and J. Broadbent., was Met pursuant to adjournment. Congre-
adopted. gation engaged in singing 1G5th hymn. 

Section i, read, and on motion of Ern. Prayer by the President. 
E. Banta and J. Kemp, was adopted. An appeal from the action of tho South-

Section 8 was read. After considerable ern N obraska District signed by John 
discussion, on motion of Brn. H. Palmer Mathers, Samh Mathers and Da"l'id Math­
and J. Kemp, it was adopted. ers was presented, nncl on motion of James 

Section 9 was read, and after discussion, Kemp and James Thomsen, that e. com­
on motion of Brn. J. R. Badham and S. S. mittee be arpointed to adjust matters in 
Wilcox. it was adopted. Nebraska City, the chair, on motion of 

Section 10 was rearl, nnri on motion of I Ern. R Banta and E. B. Ga.ylord, appoint-
Ern. E. Banta and W. W. Wood, it was led the following elder~ ns said committee: 
adopted. S. W. Condit, Wm. Redfield, and D. 13. 

Section 11 was read, and on motion of I Hnrrington. 
Brn. F Hanson r.nd H. J. Hudson, was II A letter from Elder C. W. J,ange r.eporr­
adopted. ing his labor in Wisconsin wns read by 

Section 12 was read, and on motion of, the President.. 
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On motion of James Kemp and James 
Thomsen, the Southern Nebraska District 
was united with the Fremont District, sub· 
ject to the approval of both districts. 

Hesolved that we sustain Br. 1\f. H. 
Forscntt as president of the European 
mission, and the brethren laboring in con­
nection with him. 

Resolved that we sustain the brethren 
laboring in the Utah mission. 

Brethren laboring in the Southern mis. 
Hion were sustained. 

Brethren of the Canada mission were 
sustained. 

Brethren of the Michigan District sus­
tained. 

On motion, Dr . .Joseph C. Clapp was re. 
quested to labor in Western Iowa for a 
;;eason, and then to r~:o on to Kentucky. 

On moti)n, Ilr. Nicholas Stamm was 
continued on his mission to Pella, Iowa. 

On motion of Brs. E. C. Brand and A. 
,J. Fields. Br. I. L. Bear was sent to Ger­
many and Switzerland, to report to Br. 
:M. H. Forscutt in England. 

Bishop I. L. Rogers appointed the fol­
lowing as the "Board of Publication," 
.Joseph Smith, E. Banta, John Scott, and 
David Dancer. 

On motion, Bishop I. L. Rogers was 
added, and ~uch motion was approved. 

Resolved that when this conference ad­
journs, it does so to meet at Plano, Ills., 
April 6th, 1873. 

A Jetter from Br. W. W. l3lair was read, 
. stating the necessity of building a house 
of worship in Salt I,ake City. A letter 
from l:lr. J. Ells, on the same subject was 
al~o read. 

Oo motion of Brn. H. J. Hudson and E. 
C. Bra.nd, it was 

Resolved that a Utah Chapel Fund be 
established, and that contributions be 
solicited thereto, and that the erection of 
a suitnble building be authorized, said 
building to be erected as soon as prac­
ticable. 

Resolved that the church recognize in 
the death of Br. Wm. Marks, senior, a 
serious loss to the quorum to which he be­
longed, a.nd that the prayers of the entire 
church be earnestly requested that his 
succeseor be ea.rly appointed. 

On motion, Br. Jason W. Briggs ·was 
sustained as President of the Quorum of 
~r,,.vel ve. 

On motion, Br. W. W. Blair was sus­
l.u.inecl as a member of the Quorum of 
Twelve. 

On motion, Br. E. C. Briggs was sus· 
tnincd as a member of the quorum of 
rrwelv<'. 

·On motion, Br. J. Ells was sustained as 
a member of the Quorum of Twelve. 

On motion, Br. S. Powers was sustained 
as a member of the Quorum of Twelve. 

On motion, Br. I. Sheen was sustained 
as President of the High Priests' Quorum 
and as Church Recorder. 

On motion Br. Joseph Parsons was sus­
tained as Counselor to Br. I. Sheen. 

On motion, llr. A. Wilsey was sustained 
as President of the Quorum of Seventys. 

On motion, Br. E. Banta was sustained 
as President tJf the First Quorum of El­
ders. 

On motion, Br. John S. Patterson was 
sustained as Counsellor to Br. E. Banta. 

On motion, Br. David H. Smith was sus­
tained as President of the Second Quorum 
of Elders. 

On motion·, Br. J>. Cadwelhvas sustained 
as Counselor to Br. David H. Smith. 

On motion, Br. I. L. Rogers was sus­
tained as Presiding Bishop. 

On motion, Br. Henry Goodcell, jr., was 
sustained as Church Secretary. 

.OI\ motion Joseph Smith was sustained 
as President of the whole church. 

On motion of Brn. E. Ito bin son and E. C . 
Brand, it was 

Resolved that the presidents of branches 
be requested to tHke up collections im­
mediately for the Utah Chapel Fund, and 
remit the same to Bishop I. L. Rogers, and 
continue to do so until a sufficient amount 
be obtained. 

On motion, Brs. J. Ells and A. D . 
Boren, with three others whom they shall 
select., were appointed a building com­
mittee of the proposed Utah Chapel. 

A petition was read from the North 
West Missouri District, requesting that Br. , 
A. J. Blodgett should be appointed as their 
Bishop. 

On motion, he was requested to act as 
bishop's agent till further arrangements 
are made. 

Adjourned to meet at earJy candle light 
for prayer and testimony meeting, and Br. 
Wm. Redfield was requested to take charge 
of the meeting. 

Closed by singing doxology. BenedirJ­
tion by the President. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Met pursu~tnt to adjournme,nt, Br. Wm_ 
Redfield in the chair. Opened by singing 
30th hymn. Prayer by the President. 
Sang 31st hymn. The saints enjoyed the 
freedom of testifying of the goodm ss of 
God, tb e gifts were manifested to the 
sohce of the children of faith. 

Adjourned to meet at 9:30 A. ~L to-
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morrow. Closed by singing the 898th 
hymn. Benediction by the President .. 

FOURTH DAY, SEPT. 15TH. 

~IORNING SESSION. 

Met pursuant. to :tdjournment, opened 
with prayer by Elder E. C. Brand. 

On motion, a meeting of the church at 
Plano, Illinois, was ordered to be held the 
7th day of October, 1872, for the purpose 
of ratifying the articles of incorporation, 
to be filed in Kendall county court of 
1·ecord. 

On motion, a vote of thanks was extend­
ed to the police force. 

On motion, a vote of thanks was extend­
ed to Mr. Parks for the use of camp 
grounds. 

Eastern Kansfls district reported by 
Elder Hugh Lytle, C branches, including 
1 high priest, lC elders, 3 priests, 3 teach­
ers, 2 deacons and 80 lay members. 
Total numerical strength 105, some 12 or 
15 scattering members. They are all in 
good standing. . 

Kewanee District reported by letter, 12 
branches, 1 branch organized since last 
report; but little change since annual con­
ference. 

On motion, Br. J. H. Hansen was con­
tinued and sustained on his mission. 

On motion, Br. C. G. Lanphear was sus­
tained. 

On motion, E. C. Bra.nd was sustained 
in his mission under the presidency. 

On motion, Br. Z. S. Marlin was re­
leased from his mission. 

and 14th were read, corrected and ap­
proved. 

Sang 938lh hymn. Preaching by Br. 
R. W. Briggs, follo~ed by Br. Joseph 
Smith, subject, The eternal unchangeable­
ness of the established Jaws of God. 

On motion, adjourned to meet at early 
candle light for prayer meeting. 

Closed by singing doxology. Benedic­
tion by the President. 

EVENING SESSION. 
Met pursuant to adjournment, Br. E. B. 

Gaylord was chosen chairman, pro tem. 
Opened by singing 101\Jth hymn. Prayer 
by R. M. Elvin. Eight that had been 
baptized during recess, were confirmed by 
Elders Wm. Redfield, E. Robinson and R. 
J. Anthony Congregation engaged in 
singing to the praise of God 126th hymn. 
The saints exercised their privilege and 
the gifts were enjoyed. Several sick were 
administered to, and two children were 
blessed. 

On motion, conference then adjourned. 
Closed with benediction by Br. E. l3. 

Gaylord. 
JOSEPH SMITH, PRESIDENT. 

~~;~~THrl¥:~IN,} Secretaries. 

Kewanee District. 

The following requests were made of the Notice is hereby given to the saints of 
conference: t.he Kewanee district, that the Conference 

That the spring conference adjourn its to convene :>t Kewanee, the first Sr1turday 
session to meei at. Farm Creek, Mills Co., and Sunday in December, will convene as 
Iowa, the second Wednesday of September, early ns tbe first Frirhy in December at 
1873. 10: 30 A.~r., thus allowing Friday and 

'l'hat the spring conference adjoum its' Saturday for Conference business. We 
session to meet at or near Council Bluffs, urge a representation from every Tirnnch, 
Pottawattamie Co., Iowa, the second Wed· that the spiritual condition of every Branch 
nesday of September, 1R73. may be made known to the Conference. 

Sang 'i29t.h hymn. Preaching by Br. We trust that each Presiding Elder of 
Alexander II. Smith from 2 Cor. 4: 3, fol- the several Branches will see that bis 
lowed by Br. Joseph C. Qlapp. Adjourned Branch is properly represented, without 
io meet at 1:301!'P. M. Closed by singing fail, at the c0ming Conference. 
1063d hymn. Benediction by the Presi- H. C. BRONSON, Pres. of Dis. 
dent .. 

AJ:'TER:NOOX SESSION. 

Met pursuant to adjournment.. Opened 
by singing 443d hymn. Prayer by Elder 
E. Banta. 

On motion, Robert Ross and Sarah Jane 
Ross were admitted on thei~ original bap­
tism into full fellowship of the church. 

Minutes of sessions held on the l3t.h 

Correction. 

Br. Avondet informs me that he was 
at. New York up to the Clh of July; bul as 
he did not come to n.ny of lhe saint's hous­
es, and as we did not go to the Aster House 
to make enquiries t.i!i the 5th, and he left 
there on the 4th, neither Tiro. Patterson 
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