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A RETROSPECTIVE VIEW OF 
THE REORGANIZATION. 

BY ELDER E. C. BRIGGS. 

It is with no ordinary feelings 
thatI am here with you tonight. 
Forty-five years ago I was in 
the first conference of the Reor
ganized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints. I under
stand this is the forty-fifth 
annual conference of this church 
which I have the honor of repre
senting and being identified with. 
When I contrast the difference 
between this assembly and that 
which was held forty-five years 
ago, I can realize that there has 
been some advancement, great 
advancement. It is true that we 
had no house large enough to 
hold the audience that had there 
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assembled. It vrns in God's 
house, the te1nple, the grove. 
He made that house and it was 
the best house the Reorganized 
Church had in which to hold its 
first conference. It was a beaRti
ful little grove about five and 
one-half miles west of Beloit, 
Wisconsin, in the town of New
ar k. The first text which I re
member as being used on that 
occasion, and upon which there 
was considerable comment after
wards, was, "Let patience have 
its perfect work." The subject 
was upon the position of the 
church as it then stood in rela
tion to its surroundings. It was 
after having passed the resolu
tion in which the church de
nounced usurpation, and all of 
those who had, risen up since the 
death of Joseph Smith, the 
martyr, the choice seer. These 
resolutions declared a denuncia
tion of all those that had claimed 
to he the president of the church, 
since the cruel martyrdom of 
the choice seer; and i:l} using the 
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term, "choice seer," I wish it to 
be undersfood and appreciated 
in this. light, that among all the 
seers which God has permitted 
to grace this footstool, I believe 
the choice seer, Joseph,, is one 
that is recognized of God among 
them all as the choicest. · I don't 
mean to say by this, that he had 
higher endowments, greater ad
vantages than all others that had 
ever been, save Jesus Christ, 
but that he left on record, and 
laid the foundation of that work to 
which all of the seers of the past 
looked down and prophesied of, 
anticipated its ·introduction and 
final triumph and consummation 
to all their expectations. It is rep
resented that Enoch walked with 
God for three hundred and sixty
fivo years. We cannot suppose 
that such a man, having such a 
long life in comparison with the 
choice seer, may not have had 
many advantages, many endow
ments that the choice seer did 
not have. Sometimes I think it 
is unfortunate for us that he has 
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not left it on record, and that it 
has not been permitted to be 
handed down from father to son 
until the present time. What he 
said is locked up in the archives 
of heaven. So far as humanity is 
concerned, we have just a few 
words, in relation to that august 
person, left among the sons of 
men, but we have thousands and 
tens of thousands of words, that 
have fallen from the mouth of 
the choice seer >v;ho was instru
mental in the 'hands of the 
Almighty God, oflayingthe foun
dation of the work, the marvelous 
work and a wonder, forseen by 
ancient seers, that should bring 
in everlasting rest, and the con
summation of all the hopes of all 
the prophets since the Yvorld be
gan. Hence he is called the choice 
seer, among all the seers that 
ever graced the footstool of God. 

I am thankful that I live in 
this age of the world, instead of 
any other age that has ever been 
since God walked with Adam in 
the Garden of Eden; und when I 
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remember the text that was used 
forty-five years ago on the 13th 
of June,· in the first General 
Conference of the Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, I think that it is a 
befitting text which might have 
been, alike, used in the days of 
Adam, it was these words: "In 
patience possess ye your souls." 
"Let patience have its perfect 
woi,k." Had mu father Adam 
associated with his companion, 
contemplated the great work 
that lay before them? Certainly· 
these words .. were quoted, ':In 
our patience we must possess 
our souls." Long, long years; 
century after century must roll 
on, and on, and on, and eternity 
alone vvill encl its history, the 
consummation of tho work con
templated in _this foundation of 
the human family that we are 
about to establish upon the; face 
of the footstool ·of God. "In 
patience possess ye your souls." 
"Let patience have it perfect 
work." 
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The subject was presented 
fqrty-five years ago, recounting 
the condition of the work from 
its rise, when the Almighty, ad
dressing the choice seer, with 
others, says: 

"Therefore, thus saith the Lord 
unto you, with whom the priest
hood hath continued. through the 
lineage of your fathers, for ye 
are lawful heirs, according to the 

-flesh, and have been hid from the 
world with Christ in: God:-there
fore your life and the priesthood 
hath remained, and must needs 
remain, through you and your 
lineage, until the restoration of 
ttll things spoken by the 111011ths 
of all the holy prophets since the 
world began. Therefore, blessed 
are ye if ye continue in my good
ness, a light unto . the Gentiles, 
and through this priesthood a 
savor unto my people Israel." 

'l'hese words were golden let
ters, let down from the throne 
of God, dazzling with all its glit
tering glory, to inspire the sons 
of men that God has established 
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his work ior the last time, the 
dispensation of the fullness of 
time in which God would gather 
into one, all those things which 
are in heaven and which are on 

" earth, and the prayer of our 
blessed Master shall have been 
answered in its fullness, in its 
grandeur and in its glory, "Thy 
will be done on earth- as it is 
done in heaven." These were 
the thoughts that permeated our 
souls forty-five years ago, in re
lation to the great work in which 
we are engaged. And we may 
here remark, that the few who 
were interested in this work at 
that time, were alive to its inter
est, like Ezekiel, Daniel and Hosea 
of old by the side of the rivers 
and still waters of the ancient 
European nation or Asiatic con
tinent, we here in America dis
covered that God had spoken 
again to scattered latter day, re
jected Israel, saying,,,"Fear not, 
my people, for I the Lord hath 
not changed, and Zion shall be 
re-inhabited and her people shall 
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know that the Lord is God, fear 
not, for I the Lord hold the reins 
in my own hands." Those who 
were the iirst champions of 
this great work in which we are 
engaged, were inspirationally 
moved to know that God is a 
prayer hearing and a prayer an
swering God, for by the minis
tration of his angels, and by the 
gifts of the Holy Ghost, the sons 
of the saints, not a few of them, 
but all those who were apsociated 
for that time, and for the few 
years, that associated themselves 
with this great work, were thus 
made to know that God had again 
spoken to scattered latter day 
Israel. I may remark, also, in 
this connection, that we had op
position, and that opposition 
came from those, the most bitter 
enemies, calling themselves 
saints; they had gathered into 
many, many little nooks and cor
ners, foreseen by the ancient 
prophets, and declared to be the 
land of salt, accursed of God 
where men should dwell, though 
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it had been a wilderness befor~ 
and a desert and a salt land not 
inhabited, and should not know 
when good should come, also up 
to the little island in Lake Michi
gan, and in many other places 
these factions had gathered, each 
of them fulfilling the prophecies 
that are represented in the sacred 
volume; the yo-qng, the innocent, 
the pure in heart were wander
ing to and fro seeking the Lord, 
and when they had come to these 
places, supposed to be places of 
gathering for God's _latter day 
Israel, they went home, empty, 
disappointed, not having found 
the word of the Lord. And we 
remember that the word of the 
Lord as declared by the ancient 
apostle, is not the gospel that is 
in word only. In the· language 
of the apostle, "My gospel came 
not to you in word only, but in 
power, and in the B.oly Ghost, 
and in much assurance." None 
of these scattered Latter Day 
Saints after the disaster that 
came upon the church in 1844, 
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among any of these factions, 
went and heard the gospel thus 
taught from the sacred rostrum. 
'I.'hey had the word, it is true, 
written, but' in the language of 
the apostle, it was dead, twice 
dead, plucked up by the roots, 
and in violation to the calling of 
the ministry which says in speak
ing of those who were sent to 
minister in word and doctrine. 
"If you receive not the Spirit you 
shall not teach." They had the 
letter which the apostle says, 
"that killeth" and it did kill, and 
the result was, that the members 
of the churqh, as a mass, grew 
cold, luke-warm, forgot their 
family altars, and were gone 
astray in by and forbidden paths, 
scattered upon the mountains, 
without a shepherd. 

But in the year 1851 the voice 
of the Lord came to one of those 
scattered Latter Day Saints, con
firming him that the Lord had 
not changed concerning Zion, 
and that in his own time he would 
call forth one of the seed of him to 
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whom the promises were made, 
and· Israel should be gathered; · 
and I may here remark, thatitwas 
fully appreciated and understood;· 
the language that is found'in the 
revelation of '41 wher·e it says, 
"Let my servant Joseph and his 
house have place in that house 
from generation to ge:g.eration, 
for as I said unto Abraham, so I 
say unto thee, Joseph, in thee 
and in thy seed shall all the kind· 
red of tho earth be blessed, and 
that your blessing shall be put 
upon the head of your posterity 
after you,'' or after Joseph, not 
after Brigham Young', James J. 
Strang, Brewster, Benemy, Glad
din Bishop, and a host of others 
we might mention, but "upon the 
head of your posterity after you." 
We see his blessing, right here, 
let us remark, that the choice 
&leer was a prophet, a seer, a rev
elator, a translator, and was not 
yet a member of the church, 
neither did he have to receive or
dination by the hand of an angel 
in order. that he might be aproph-
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ot; but when ho had been or
dained to the various offices that 
he occupied and filled, as the 
choice seer, we may here remark, 
that the pattern through which 
he must come, and the door, 
first, was baptism, consequently 
after having thus been ordained, 
according to the law of God to 
him, to the office of an elder, and 
the first elder of. this church!c 
we read that then, nearly two 
years afterwards, or in other 
words, on the 25th day of Jan -
uary, 1832, Joseph Smith was or
dained at a conference at Am
herst to the office of president of 
the Melchisedek priesthood, but 
he was a prophet before he had 
that ordination. The inquiry 
might at once be suggested, Who 
ordained him? I might here af
firm the history states that he 
vvas ordained at a conference of 
high priest, elders, priests, teach
ers and deacons and then by law 
made the highest officer Of this 
church when there was none who 
held that office. 
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Sometimes an inquiry arises in 
our minds, how can his successor 
be ordained? Why, he must 
come in, "as I have told you be
for1?. '' How did he tell us before? 

He was appointed by revela
tion. He was chosen by the body, 
he vvas ordained by the direction 
of the High Council or the Gener
al Conference. That is the door, 
you can all see that. 'l'hen we 
can see readily how his successor. 
niay be installed in office in like 
manner, as was his predecessor, 
it d.oes not need the prophet, the 
seer, the revelator, the transla
tor to ordain him, because. hisJ 
father was not so ordained. Why, 
oh why, should he be called to 
this office? First, becauseitwas 
so written in the sacred volume, 
away down in' times of yore, when 
God conversed with Abraham, 
the father of the faithful, and 
after he was tried, oh so severely 
tried, when from all human expec
tations, and from every human 
standpoint, every promise had 
failed which God had given to 
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him, then the Lord appeared to 
Abralia.m and said, that "Ishmael 
shall not be thine heir but that 
Sarah shall have a child," and 
she laughed at it, it seemed so 
inconsistent from her standpoint, 
she was now old, and she denied 
that· she did laugh, but the angel 
said, "Yes you did. " Then says 
the angel, "Thou shalt have a 
sou,. his name shall be Isaac. ,.,_ 
Afterwards, God said to the faith
ful Abraham, "Offer up this son, 
thin,e only son Isaac, and he to 
whom the promise was made, 
that his seed should be as the 
stars of the firmament, or the 
sand upon the sea-shore, offer 
him up as a sacrifice." And I 
don't want you to think Abraham 

. was in the dark when he did that; 
he was'aware before that, that he 
who had given him that child, 
that promised child, was able to 
raise him up again if he should 
die. I do not wonder that it is 
so written that the graves shall 
disclose their .dead, and no long
er cover her slain, and see the 
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faith of Abraham, the :father of· 
the faithful, that when he had ofc 
fered up his son, his hand was 
stayed, and ,then God swore by 
himself-there was no one greater 
to swear by-that in thee and in. 
thyseedshallall the kindred of the 
earth be blessed." Now, mark 
the thought. He doesn't say in 
thy seed only, he says in thee, 
Abraham, and in thy seed, which 
is Jesus Christ, says Paul, shall 
all the kindred of the earth be 

· blessed, whereas the promise is 
to Abraham, not only . that he 
should have a son, and that son 
should be the Christ, but the 
promise was that Israel should 
be as numerous as the sand of 
the sea-shore or the stars of the 
heaven, yet they should become 
his people, should be recognized 
as his people, the repository of 
G.od's will among the sons and 
daughters of men. That Israel 
is now in expectation every.
where throughout the length and 
breadth of the earth, that the · 
promises made to Abraham shall 
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be literally folfilled, her land 
·shall again be re-inhabited, and 
among the Gentiles where Eph
raim and Israel have been scat
tered as corn sifted in a sieve, 
not one grain shall be lost. Why, 
they are among ,.the nations of 
the earth to fulfill the declaration 
ofthe ancient prophet when he 
said,. "There shall be deliverance 
in the remnant whom the Lord 
our God shall call;" that remnant 
is scattered Latter Day Israel 
among the Gentiles, and now, in 
this Reorganization, gathering up 
the wheat from among the tares 
to fulfill the declaration of Joel, 
''When there should be deliver
ance in the ·'remnant 'whom the 
Lord our God shall call, not only 
in Zion, the beautiful for situa
tion, in the sides of the north, 
not only in Jerusalem, but in the 
remnant whom the Lord our God 
shall call; the sacred volume tells 
us of that remnant; their domin
ion shall be small because of the 
wickedness and abomination of 
the people, but they shall be scat-
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tored among all the nations of 
the earth, and that in tho day 
when they should exercise faith, 
that God would preserve them, 
if needs be, by fire. That rem
nant is none other than scattered 
Latter Day Saints in the day of 
God's vengeance, who are the 
salt of the earth, gathering the 
wheat into the garner here. 

In 1852, these few Ls,tter Day 
Saints in the bigness of .their 
souls, and in tho faith of their 
hearts, reached out and said 'that 
God had spoken to them, and 
that they were called to say in 
the own due time of the Lord, 
"Israel shall again receive its 
glory, and this Reorganization 
shall. be fully established." I 
was a little fad at that time, but I 
learned the senr;e, the genius of 
our text, "In your patience pos
sess ye your souls. " "Let pa
tience have its perfect work." I 
learned that before 1852. I did 
not have to wait until that year 
to learn it. '11en years prior to 
that I wa,s but nlittlefad, of but a 
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few summers when this wonder
ful doctrine of Jesus Christ salut
ed my ears. I was hungry and 
thirsty when it came, ancl I drank 
deep into the well of salvation 
then, and I remembered that 
some of my first thoughts in 
this straight and narrow way 
was, that God changes not, that 
his ways are one eternal round, 
that his promises are yea and 
amen to the sons and daughters 
of men, and that he is no respect
er of persons. I had mourned 
for three long years before that, 
that I might have lived in the 
days of God's Israel, when his 
prophets used to talk to the 
saints, and mother said there 
was no such thing nowadays. 
Mother said that, and she learned 
that from the pastor, her minis
ter, that the Lord would not speak 
to the children of men any more .. 
I grieved over it. Is it possible 
that he who changes not and 
whose love has not forsaken the 
world, has left them without a 
"Thus saith the Lord?" 
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In 1842 this work reached me 
with the gladsome sound of tho 
gospel, in honor and in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost and in 
much assurance, by virtue of 
which I _was alive, electrified 
with the inspiration of this re: 
storation, called the Latter Day 
Work. Thank God I have heard 
it. Not only that, but 'on my re
turn from that meeting, and it 
was the third one, I heard the 
excellent voice from yonder 
heaven saying to me, "You will 
yet embrace this doctrine, be 
baptized, be ordained an elder 
and preach it to the sons and 
daughters of men." That in
formation was plain. It scared 
me though. I was afraid some
body else 11eard it, for the Lord 
spoke to me and I looked around 
and wondered if anyone else 
heard it, but no one said a word 
and so I was comforted to think 
I was all alone. The question 
came, "Oh, how can I ever pre
sent it?'' I wondered and 
thought over it often, again and 
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again. I novor hspod it to a 
hurnan soul all these times for 
years tmd years. I loved this 
work; I loved the maJ:tyr's 
name; and I used to think that 
sometime I would just ask father 
and mother that I might take a 
visit from home, and in the 
meantime, I would take a cir
cuitous route around and go and 
behold the prophet of the most 
high God, and never say a word 
tO fath01; and mother about it: 
but to my astonishment, and to 
my great grief, that glorious 
light that ,shone among our 
brethren and sisters of the 
church, changed, oh, how changed 
it was! Everywhere upon every 
feature when the news came that 
the martyr, or Joseph the choice 
seer now lay cold in death, 
Mother said, "I don't believe it.." 
Brother said so too, others said 
so, that had heard it often re
ported that he had been slain by 
his bitter enemies, and hence 
they did not believe it, but I did' 
with all my heart. I knew it by 
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the voice of God that said to me, 
"'rhat Joseph the son of Joseph 
is the prophet of the church," in 
1844. Hence when the first Times 
and Seasons came dressed in 
mourning, it was the first time I 
ever saw a paper in mourning, 
and I asked mother what it 
meant, and she saic1, "Somebody 
is dead," and I was disappointed, 
for I expected to hear· the next 
thing after the announcement of 
his death, that little Joseph was 

· his .father's successor; but in
stead of that, a blank, confusion, 
it seemed there didn't anybody 
know. I was alive to that great 
work then. Now, whifo I was 
made acquainted with the fact, I 
will tell you one reason why. I 
believe in the language of Jesus 
which says, "Seek and ye shall 
find, ask and ye shall receive, 
for my Father is more willing to 
give his Holy Spirit unto them 
that ask him, than an earthly 
parent is to give good gifts to 
his children. I prayed i:Lnd 
sought that I might know the 
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truth, and not be deceived, and 
for the answer, God revealed to 

~ me the successor of the slain 
prophet of God. I was alive to 
that then, I knew it the.a, I ap
preciated it then, and when all of 
these parties arose claiming the 
presidency of the church, I knew 
they were false shepherds, not 
sent from God. I worried over 
the matter and I felt the condi
tion of the church; and while· 
thus meditating, praying and 
seeking to know the way of the 
Lord touching these matters, I 
found myself-I won'~ say how, 
whether it was a dr.eam or an 
open vision-upon the prairies a 
little north and east of Nauvoo; I 
beheld those beautiful woods, 
while the underbrush was cleared 
and the beautiful houses painted 
white, and while I was looking, 
all at once I saw a cloud like 
crepe coming down the little in
cline, and it rested upon the 
houses and over the citv of Nau
voo to the little curve in the 
river, I wondered what it meant, 
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with astonishment, and a person 
standi:iig just a little back of me, 
said to me, "This is the spirit of 
whoredom poured out upon the 
church, and from the church it 
shall go to the entire world of 
mankind. The next moment I 
found myself in a house and I 
saw a beautiful room and its · 
wo.rkmanship was 0xact and 
polished. r saw two ladies 
wringing their hands and sob
bing and crying hke babes, and 
like their hearts would break, 
and they cried in the agony of 
their soul, "My God, is that so?" 
and again one of them said, "If 
it·was not for eternity I would 
not care," and while she spoke, 
I asked her what she meant. It 
seemed that something was be
ing taught to them that affected 
them in eternity. And again 
this personage says to me, ''They 
have been taught whoredom 
under a new uame, to take away 
its reproach, and whoredom sat 
a queen over all manner of cor
ruption." In a inoment more 
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the door opened and two elders, 
dressed in shining black, came 
in' side by side; unlike these 
ladies who were sobbing and 
mourning like their hearts would 
break, they were all aglee, happy, 
social, friendly, and the lad,ies 
again said, "My God, is that so?" 
And immediately I repeated in 
the agony of my heart, "My God, 
what does that mean?" This 
personage came to one of these 
elders, took up his coat like this 
(lifting his con.t), and showed me 
wherever- there was a seam, it 
was lined with blood, every seam 
on ·each side of the arm, and all 
a.round, and the three seams in 
the back of that coat, I saw was 
lined with blood. rrhen said the 
heavenly messenger, "'rhat is 
murder, and murder is a sistel· 
of the queen, and sits with the 
queen, and presides over i:i.11 
manner- of corruption that flesh 
is heir to." I was surprised, 
astonished, oh, so astonished, I 
didn't know what it meant, what 
tho words meant, let alone the 
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idea. I thought ~tbout it weeks 
, and weeks, arid sometimes I 

used to think, "I'll go and ~Lsk 

my mother what those words 
mean, and I started to the house 
one day, and then I feared and 
went back agaln; I thought it 
was an awful thing, and while I 
was meditating upon this, the 
voice of God again said, that 
'

1Whoredom was the besetting 
sin of the ancient kings and 
prophets of Israel,'' I di.dn 't know 
what· that was, I never heard 
the word before. A little while 
afterwards, I was all in expecta
tion of hearing and seeing some 
efr1er from Nauvoo, and one or 
our ~1eighbors came to us and 
said, "There are a couple of 
elders at our house, and they are 
coming over here in a fow min
utes," and I watched forthem, 
and a carriage came over the 
road and up to the gate, and they 
alighted and came up to the door, 
I got about a third of the way 
down to meet them and the 
Spirit rested upon mo, arid these 
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men looked black as negroes. 
My brother followed right along 
after me, he went on past me, 
and I heard one of them saying, 
"I haven't come with a guess so, 
but with a know so," and it 
seemed to me that I could not re
frain from speaking out loud, 
"You lie, and you know you lie. " 
'11hey passed by me, I thought, I 
won't be a coward, I will go in 
after them, and I went into the 
house and don't remember a 
word they E;aid that afternoon, 
but they were all aglee, happy, 
laughing, frivolous, light-minded, 
nothing like I had ever seen be
fore. Sobriety and meekness 
did not seem to cross their minds. 
l went to bed feeling sad. The 
next morning while they sat 
there, wild, frivofous, light-mind
ed and happy, seemingly, my 
brother says, "That would be 
bigamy. " "No," says Lyman 
Stoddard, "that would be poly
gamy." That was the first time 
I ever heard that word in my 
life, I did not know what it meant. 
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But the voice of God says, "That 
. is the queen that you saw, full Df 
all the corruption that flesh is 
heir to. " The other elder says, 
"Well, you come down to Nauvoo 
and we will tell you then, some
thing else." The Spirit then 
said to me, "That is murder, the 
sister of the queen that sits over 
all manner of corruption that 
flesh is heir to, that was seen by 
yon in the vision." Dh these 
things are plain to me now, plain 
as though that vision now was be
fore me. That was in 1844. 

When this Reorganization be
gan, it began with these scat
tered Latter Day Saints, and I 
was soon made acquainted with 
all of its claims, its propositions; 
they were meek, they were hum
ble, and lowly, seeking the Lord 
by day and by night, by fasting 
and prayer; and the result was 
that our elders 'were," greatly 
blessed. Sometimes I was 
ashamed to tell how many elders 
there were. How many do you 
suppose? I never used to tell 
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them. 'fhere were those who 
had gone now and then a few 

, clays, and back again, but in 1856 
I was sent out; I took my satchol 
in 1857 Emel traveled all the time 
here and there by rail, not on 
the cars, but between the ties, 
carrying my satchel with -me, 
3,nd they used to ask me how 
many elders we had in the field, 
and when they would press it, I 
was the only (;me. "Well," they 
said, "you w011't be apt to turn 
the world upside clown very 
soon. "No," I said "it dcn't look 
that way." I used to wish I 
looked a good deal older than I 
did, I looked very young for my 
years, but I hsed to present 
these doctrines, and tell them, 
again and again, hundreds of 
times, "Thus saith the Lord, fn 
the own clue time of him who 
created and established this 
work, he'll call forth Joseph, the 
son of Joseph, to be the succes
sor of his father." I loved to 
say it, and I want to say to you 
that the brothers and sisters that 
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took hold of this work were alive 
to its interests. We had every 
opposition you can think of to 
contend with, from every quar
ter-they were not afraid then to 
meet us, as they now are. They 
used to meet us in discussion in 
western Iowa and in 1Nisconsin 
and Illinois and in different 
places we used to meet these 
men, until they are swept off 
from the face of the . earth long 
q,go, and there is only one left and 
that one is scared every time 
they meet our elders. In the 
year .1863 I was sent by the 
providence of God and by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ to me 
to that people in Utah, and when 
I .was inquired of by President 
Young, "What is the object of~ 
your mission, what will be the 

. result?" All the information I 
gave them was, that "My object 
is to show this people their sin 
and iniqmties, and point them to 
the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sins of the world, but I . 
never introduce the subject of 
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polygamy until they pressed it 
upon me. I would talk the gos
pel of the Reorganized Church, 
the authority of the government, 
showed that God established this 
work, that he then rejected it, 
and the result was, it was dis
organized, and again he reorgan· 
ized it, and set over it the choice 
seer's posterity, to lead the 
house of Israel. And when the 
western people preseQted to me 
their peculiar institut10n, l 
handled them plainly, and showed 
them from the books of God, the 
Bible first, that I was prepared 
to show one thing, as recorded in 
the sacred volume, in favor of 
the accursedfostitution of polyg
amy, that it took its rise, its 
characteristics, after the charac
ter of Lamech the fir's t polygam · 
ist, that this record gives any ac· 
count of, vrho himself admits, 
that he deserved seventy fold 
more punishment than his father 
Cain; and he stamped the ac· 
cursed institution of polygamy, 
and no man that ever lived from 
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that time on, as I said to Orson 
Pratt in western Iowa once, when 
he asked me th~ question what I 
beiieved about it, I told him these 
words. He says, "Who do you 
believe introduced tlus?" I.,an
swered him "Brigham Young, 
a few of the twelve, not all of 
them-a few of the high priests 
-not all of them-and a few 
women in the secret closet, in 
the secret chamber." "Don't 
you tell anybody about it," and 
I says, "Orson Pratt, you know 
about it, and no man that ever 
introduced that pra.ctice from 
Lamech, down to the house of 
Israel, with Abraham the father. 
of the faithful, Jacob and David 
and Solomon, but shall go down to 
the uttermost depths of hell, 
from whence the damnable doc
trine originated, except they re
pent in dust and ashes, saith the 
Lord." 

This is the presentation of this 
great work as we went with it, 
and we were prepared to show 
the people in Ut:ih, and every-
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where elSe, that there is not a 
single sentence found in the word 
of (}od in favor of that institution. 
It is an instttution of corruption 
that hail its rise, and was in· 
spired by his Satanic majesty; 
and when we think that we are 
going to make a great ingather· 
ing there, to me it is a rebuke to 
good common sense. Is it pos· 
sible that :when the Lord says, 
"The rebellious are not of the 
blood of Ephraim," and "the re· 
bellious shall be cut off. '' They 
are more like the Gadiantons in 
the fastness of the mountains, 
and we may still open our eyes 
to the case and meet this insfatu· 
tion. And I want to say in con
clusion, I am in this work; I haye 
loved this work with all my heart 
since 1852. It is my meat and 
drink. I hoped for one, to see 
these forty-five ;years' of the Re· 
organized Church triumph from 
one minister to hundreds of them 
now, bless God, and bless these, 
my brethren. I hail you with 
joy; I thank God that he has 
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raised, up such faithful, grand 
champions to defend and bear off 
this work, onward, and onward 
to victory. I want to say to you, 
in my heart I never had a breath 
of jealousy towards my brethren, 
I have never, never, so help mo 
God. I love to see my b1:ethren 
prospering and 1;vhenever God 
pours out upon them a measure 
of his inspiration, I feel to say, 
"Bless the Lord," I love to see 
his servant; inspired wherever 
they are, and his handmaidens 
too. -

May the Lord help us to be of 
one heart, do not get discouraged 
becali.se things do not work just 
like we would prefer to see them. 
Away back in 1852-3-4-.5-6, we 
had all of these things that have 
disturbed the people from time 
to time since then, and I learned 
then, that God held the reins. I 
don't believe that nn argument 
can be introduced today against 
the Reorganization that was not 
introduced then in 1856, and these 
arguments which those enemies 
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introduced were manfully com
batted and the Reorganization 
planted upon the rock Christ 
Jes us and his sacred word. I love 
this work, I love these brothers 
and sisters, _?>nd I want to say to 
you, that whenever I see or hear 
of any benefit coming to you in 
any field, I feel pleas-ed, I feel 
grateful to God, and I love the 
Lord, and love his great work, 
and these brothers and sisters . . 
that the Lord has raised up, and 
he is not raising you up alone 
friends, for he is raising up a 
great many that are not 'in t.he 
church. Just one illustration of 
this. Out in my mission I met 
with a student where there 
are several thousand that are now 
attending the school of science, 
learning and lettres, and by the 
providence of God I was permit
ted in their chapel to speak again 
and again; and there was one 
gentleman there, who is studying 
for the ministry and is now read~ 
ing theology, and he made my ac
quaintance after I had 13poken 
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several times, and talked with 
me, and one night we talked until 
nearly three o'clock in the morn
ing, and he says, •'Why, our peo
ple do not know fl,nything about 
the Bible, you have spoiled me 
n'ow for the ministry which 1 
have been calculating for, though 
I know I am called of God. " 
Bless his heart, so he is. He says, 
"I'd like to go to conference. 
What do you think of it?'' That 
was the last time I was there. He 
says, "1 have had a little experi
ence since that time, and some
body nas volunteered to pay my 
way next term. '' I told him he 
had better stay there and think 
and act for himself, and he says, 
"The day will soon come to me, 
sir, when I shall reject every
thing that comes to me that is 
not stamped, ''Thus saith the 
Lord;" and as the book called the 
stick of Joseph says, that his 
Spirit is resting upon the people 
everywhere, operating with a 
class of men, gathering the wheat 
from among the tares; and I want 
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to say to you, the day is near at 
hand when these young men, 
many of them, who are of tender 
years, who have been taught Of 
God, will stand hand to hand, 
shoulder to· shoulder with me, 
and you, in this great work, bear
ing off this work, when we re
ceive that endowment which is 
promised. Do you know ·what ... 
that endowment is? 

Let us be Zion here, and there, 
and everywhere, and as soon as 
we are Zion-the pure in heart
the Lord will say, "The city is 
prepared; enter in." Thank you. 
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