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GOD 1S UNGHANGEABLE.

BY ELDER JOSEPH LUFF.

The firat part of the text may be
found by turning to the 3d. chapter
of the book of Hoclesiastes, the
14th and. 15th - verses: «I know
that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall
be forever: nothing can be put to i,
por anything taken from it: and
God doeth it, that men should fear
before him. That which hath been
is now; that which is to be hath ~
already been; and God reqwr oth
shat which is past.”

The second pars you will ﬁnd in
the 18t chapter of the Apostle Paul’s
letter to the Romans, and the 20th
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verge: “For the invikible things of
him [God] from the creation of the
world are clearly seen, being un--
derstood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without
excuse.” -

And that I may be sure of having
at least sufficient text, I ask your
attention to what is stated in thé
98th verse of the 12th chapter of
the same apostle’s first letter to the
Corinthians: ‘‘And God hath set
goms in the church, first apostles,
secondarily prophets, thirdly teach-
ers, after that miracles, then gifts
of healing, helps, governments,
diversities of tongues.”

When we read with faith a state-
ment such as 18 made in the first
two verses 1 have read, one thing
appears certain and that is, the
Almighty differs from the children
of men in one respeot, at least, and
1n that one respect our safety in de-
pending upon him 18 insured.
Nearly every success in life that is
achisved by man has been preceded
by a number of failures; one man
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learns by the mistakes another man
- has made; each seeks to improve
upon that which has been set be-
“fore him, and in which some de-
fect has heen shown. God atarts
right; never makes any mistakes,
_-never has had ococasion to apologize
- for anything he ever did, and has
never found it necessary to send a
" man forth to tell.us that he has
" since failed 1o appreciate the im-
" “portance of the work he undertock
“to pérform; or the necessities that
“would be revealed in connection
with it at a period later than when
he began his work. 'There 18 some-
“‘thing pecnliar in the statement made
“-in the 2d verse read, and I should
‘not wonder if some who are present
tonight, have, like myself, read it
over time and again without ever
discerning anything intelligent or
" divine 1 it, and possibly without
- ever stopping o analyze it or ask
"thegueation a8 to what wad intend-
od by it ““That which hath been is
"now, that which is to be hath
already been, and God requireth
that which is past.”

www.LatterDayTruth.org




4

I will venture a statement in re-
gard to it, and those who may have
a better interpretation to give can
enjoy what comfort comes from
their superior knowledge or wisdom
after they have determined thereon.
To me, it seems that human neces-
sity, in the spiritual sense, never
shanges. . That which was . the
necessity of man six thousand years
ago is the necessity of man. today;
. that which will be. man’s spiritual
megessity a thousand .years from
. now. (1f this wozld should coniinue
- -that long), will be the same as:what
has been the necessity of man in
the past. - ‘“That which has been is
now, that which 18 to be hath
already been.”

When the Almxghty devxsed 8
saving plan, or a redemptive soheme,
he did not enquire as to what would
be necessary to meet Adam’s oase,
.- Abrabam’s ¢ase, the case of Moses,
- or the case of Paul or Peter, but he
stood a8 a great Father, and he be-
held from the beginning all that
would transpire to the end, in con-
neotion with the development of
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his creative work, and he had the
lagt man as closely in mind, when
he introduced the gospel scheme, as
the first man that had been created;
what he did, 1n his providence, had
as much reference to the last man,
and {o the men in the intermediate
periods of human history, as it had
to the requirements of those figur-
ing in the early morning of the
world’s history. Having all these
- before him, he considered the com-
--mon fawmily uecessity, and like 8
. father, wisely ordained 'for the
-good of the family—not apy few
favorites in the family, He:pro-
vided something in which he might -
be as olearly revealed and under-
stood ten thousand years afterwards,
" a8 -in the time when 1§ was gaid or
deolared. .

‘One of the differences mamfasi
~or existing between the peoplg of
-the ohurch I am here represeunting
tomght, and the people of other
-churphes, 18 found in this-fact, that
while all of those without are will-
~ ing to admit that God wasg, and that
tlod will bs again, they ara nut 80
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willing to admit that God 1s.
In Hebrews 11:5, Paut says it is
impossible to pleaze God without
faith, for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is. It is nof
sufficient to believe that God used
to be a loug way back in past ages,
-and that some time again, in the
fulfillment of Scripture, he will be
manifested in the future; but man
_ must approach him as his Father
-wow, 2nd the benefif to be derived
by a man from the knowledge of
what God was, is to be obtained by
approaching him with faith in bis

A unchangeabllxty
~ Some of you may be mclmed to
~oall: this in question, and say,
- «“Elder, we believe that Ged is, just
- as much as you do.”  ¢“Well, now,
let us see: How do you believe
_ that God was?” <Why” you say,
“ssjust as the Bible represents him
--as" having been.”  «“Well, how
" does it represent Him as ‘having
been? - What was his oharacter,
. his dusposmon? How did he man-
. itest. himself to the children of
: men? Whaﬁ dxd he fm'msh a8 ex-
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pressive of his will regarding them
and their government? Was there
anything of what 18 termed miracu-
lous about Christ? And in what
gense do you believe that God will
be in the time to come, when he 18
to introduce that marvelous power
by which the bodies of those who
have slept shall be enthused with
life, with divine power communi-
cated from the heavens, under. the
influence of which they shall arise
and dgain become the tabernacles
of the spmt; from which they have
been separated?” = ¢“There,” you
say, “will be a manifestation . of
@od, in a sense that is to be
éstéémed, and 18 now esteemed a§
miracnlous,”

Now, if such is the revelation of
God and his character and his pur-
poses, as he once was, and is again
to be, the same authority that jus-
tifies you in believing what is stated
in the book with reference to him
in the past, is our justification for
believing the same thing of him
now., , ;

All we ask of the children of meu’
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in the world today, in order to
represent God as we believe in him, -
" is, that we may hold up a mirror’
and let them put up the pioture of
God as he was, before it. - Lt
them hold up the representation’
they find in the Book; we will hold"
up a mirror, and that mirror 18 our

faith, and therefore the instant it is
held up in the face of that which

represented Gfod in the past, there

must be reflected an identical rep-.
resentation of the God and religion

of the past. That is all that is

. claimed. But there is a difficulty

arising here, because of the influ.

enoes that have been at work in the

world to educate man away from

this thought, and to impress him

with the idea that his liberty, un-

der what iz called the gospel, is

not a8 broad, his privileges are not

as numerous, and - the character of
his enjoyments are not to be nearly

50 exquisite ag those oharacteristio
of the people who lived in the

earlier ~ dispensations of . God’s

grace, and of whose experiences we

find testimony in this Book. "
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In this conneotion we introduce
the statement made in the text I
have read in your hearing: ¢That
which hath been is now; that which
is 0 be hath already been, and God
requireth that which is past.”. If1
am right in declaring that this has
reference to human necessity, I-am
warranted in believing in the im-
portant thought that was compre-
hended in the prayer of Jesus Christ,
a8 he introduced it with the words,
¢Our Father who art in heaven;”
that God appointed Jesus Christ: to
appear among men in the meridian
of time, intending that, in- stretch-
ing forth his arms in offering that
rich prayer, one - hand should point
as far back as the necessities and
rights of man, sincs God’s work in
creating him; and the other hand
point as far forward as human
- necessity would continue, until the
dawn ot the Millennial peried: Rep:
resenting man as man, He said,
«“Qur Father who art in heaven.”
Not my father, nor Abrgham’s fath-
or, nor the father of Adam, nor the
futher of one who may bs privi-
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leged to live & century or more
from now; but representing the
common race or the human race—
the brotherhood of man, he looked
up nto the face of his Father and
said to the people: ¢“After this
manner shall ye prag: OUR
Father.”

Now, the verse prior to thls, the
‘14th verse, says: ‘I know that
whatsoever God doeth 1t shall be
forever,”” Accepting this as true,
we find it peouliarly pertinent and
significant when we use it or con-
sider it in connection with the in-
terpretation placed upon the 15th
verse.  Looking down, as he did,
the stream of time, or through the
vista of unborn years, and under-
standing ihe character of the meces-
sities that would be revealed, the
Almighty made provision at the
start, so that no effort of his at
any later period would ever ocasta
reflection upon the claim that he
firat made to bhaving started rxght.

‘But if I look around me today
and makea comparison of the forms
of religion that I find in the world
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with that form which is prescribed
in the New Testament record, I am
compelled to believe that someone
other than God has been at work;
unless God has changed his mind
and come to the conclusion that he
can better that which he once said
he did forever; that human neces-
sity has changed in 1ts charaoter
and in connection with 1t there has
~been revealed a somethmg that
God had not ealculated upon 1n the
start.  That there are vicissitudes
and thers are revealments in oon-
nection therewith, of necesslty, for
which he did not make provision .
at the ‘beginning, and hence 1t is
necessary that somethmg shall now
be done to rectify the wrong, to-re-
form the ancient order or method
that was once introduced in order
to accomplish the same result, for
no man pretends to belicve today
that God hae any other thought in
religions methods and work than
he always had, i. o., the redemp-
tion of man, the salvation of man,
the ennobling and celestializing, if
you please, of man, No one pre-
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tends o believe anything else than
this. Henoce, if the object of his
work among men hag not changed,
unless he has learned something
singe he began his work, and has,
by learning, shown that he is no
wiger than his creatures; unless he
lesrned by'the changes that ocour in
life, and the experiences in conse- -
quence, his old or first plan refleots
his will yet. <But, Elder,” you say,
““that won’t do; that is next to blas-
phiemy to talk that way about God.”
But you make me talk that way, I
can't help it. - I see religions all -
around me that are no mors like =
the one presented in this book than .
‘the gas jet we have here before us -
{8 5 reeemblance of the sun in ite
splendor, or no mofe & likeness of
the formnlated system falked of in
this Bible than any of the diverss
theories entertained by man in
politics or anything else. They are
~ in many respects absolutely unlike
those of formsr sges. Do yousay
ttod did it? - If you do, why has he
done go? He did not find any ocoa-
sion for doing it at the start; bug
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if he did not, then you must, or you
do, at least, by this statement made,
force me to the conclusion that he
has changed his mind. But mm-
mediately when I make that state-
ment, or reach that.-conclusion, you
throw the Bible back in my face
—¢] am God, I change not.”—
You worn’t allow me to come to that
conclusion. Well, there is only
one other, and that is, man has
done it. I cannot escape it—or the
devil, if you prefer that—I have no
objection, but I do not think 1t.
Now, it is better that we. under-
stand each other in this gospel -
work. We can afford to be tam-
pered with by pleasing Words, and
have men oome and hand philosophy
to us ‘with gloved hands and ringed
fingers, when dealing with prineci:
ples that are merely tc engage our
attention for a moment, but we can
not afford to have any man tamper
with our spiritual interests by try-
ing to make us believe that we can
get 28 much nourishment out of a
~ stome as we can out of a slice of
bread. The man who stands as a
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minister of the gospel, professedly
in the name of Christ, and under-
takes to say something other than
God has ordained for the salvation
- of man will answer the purpose,
sets himself up (though he may not
intend to do 1t) as possessing wis-
dom superior to that possessed by
the Eternal himselft. Now, I can’t
afford to do that; I am not willing
to try it. ‘
I want to be understood in what
I have to say, and let me say it to
you kindly; it makes but very little
difference, 80 far a8 my hareafter is
ooncerned, whether anyone behevesr',“
a8 1 do when I am through, or not,
although 1t makes a good deal of
difference to me whether I make
these men and women understand'
me or not. My responmblhty oon-
tinues until I have made them un-
derstand, from my plamness . of
gpsech, just what I mean; and
there my responsbility ends and
theirs begins. And, as stated once
before in your midst, no man ought
to charge me, or those whom I rep-
resent—my associate ministers and
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others of this work-—with having
- manufactured Scripture 1n order to
bolster up a formula that is at
variance with what is commonly
accepted in the relizious world, if I
" shall confine myself to the testi-
mony of thiz word. I am not re-
sponsible for the manner in which
‘this book represents God, or for
any other thought it teaches—it
was here long years before I, or any
other member of the Latter Day
Sawnt Church, came. And, ifin con-
fining ourselves to preaching what is
found in this book, we establish a
system of religion, theoretically,
that is at variance with what is
commonly accepted in the world,
we ought to, by so doing, fix in
your mind the conclusion that the
great God has more interest in that
which we are establishing than that
which is opposed to 1it, from the
very fact that He furnished more
in the Bible to support it than he
did to oppose it. If there ie truth
in the statement that God started
right, and what he did, upholds our
belief and opposes something else,
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then it is right that our philosophy
be fized and established. Can you
run away from that idea? Is it il-
logical?

Now, it says, ““Nothing can be put
to it, nor anything taken from it;
and God doeth it that men should
fear before him.” 1 want to. bring
in, in connection, right' here; a
statement found in the gecond part

of the text I have read in your hear-

ing, the 20th verse of the 1st chap-
. ter of Paul’s letter to the Romans:
“IPor the invisible things of God
from the oreation of the world: are
clearly seen, being understood by
the things that are made, even his
eternal power and Godhead, so that
they were without excuse.” - What
does it mean? God has provided a
meane, under this gospel to which
we have been referring, by which
every man can understand what he
desires, what the purpose of God
is, by & dirsct communication with
his Spirit to himeelf, by which he
may be brought into relationship
with God and enjoy the fellowship
and the rights of a son—a fHon of
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God. Bat if he hae failed fo take
advaatage of that which God has
done, through which it was possi-
ble to pizce the power 1n his own
kand 10 bscome a son of God, there
is, nevertheless, outside of that sa-
ered precinct known as the church
of God, or kingdom of God and his
Christ, sufficient to condemn every
man, or fake sexcuse from every
man’s lips, who would seek to say
that the method of God was not
made sufficiently plain to satiefy
him mn regard to what his purpose
was. ' ‘

Now, if vou will consider fors
moment gome of the worke of God,
of which testimony ig horne in this
Book—scme of the works of God
that do not require 3 man to be 2
member of the Church of Christ to
understand, 1. ., 1t does not require
a spesisl spirit endowment to com-
prehend them—they are patent to
all men. = There is not a corporeal
aye ihat can look upon them withe
out understanding the truth and the
forea that is revealed in them, and
I ues this testimony in counsction
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with the statement made; that what-
soever God doeth it shall be tor-
ever, nothing can bs put to it; nor
anything taken from it

In the first place, I ask you to
consider the statement made 1n ths
book ot (Fenesis, regarding the ors-
ation. ¢ is said thas in connection
with that work “God set the sug in
the firmament.” He set the moon
and he set the stars there, and it is
also. declared that there was a spe- .
gific purpose in them, a certain ob:
ject was to be reached by placing
them there, 1 turn to an astronomer
today and ask him the question:
«Friend, (if he is a religions man
or not, it makes no difference fo
me) . why do you suppose the sun
was ever set, as it hias been, in the
firmament?”  ¢“Why, my dear sir,”
he says, ‘‘are  you 80 ignorant as o
be under the necessity of asking a
question of this kind?  Why, you
cannot conoeive of the coundition of
affairs that would exist should that
sun cease for a moment to perform
the funetion of its office—human
life would be an impossibility; veg-
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etation, everything upon which man
or beast or nature depends, hinges
upon the performance of the fune
tional work that is zseigned the sun
and the moon and sfars.” 1 say to
him, ¢8ir, I suppose thers is some
truth m that, or there was truth in
it, if we apply it to the conditions
that existed, or that God saw would
exist 1mmediately after he ocreated:
the earth and placed man upon 1f;
but why is the old sun still shining;
what i8 the use of the moon contin-
uing?”’ <“Why, my dear sir,” he
says, “I pity your ignorance or stu-
pidity. Don’t you understand that
precisely the eame necessity exists
_ now that existed then, and that it 18
still essential that these necessities
be met?” «Buat,” I reply, ‘‘can’t
you improve upon the sun?” - And
he looks at me and suggesis 10 a
neighbor that I be taken to an asy-
lum., ¢Well,” I ask, ‘‘can’s you
fix somsthing that will do the work
of the moon bet{er than it is doing
it? Or the stars, iz there noi some
means, after all thess years of satudy,
that you can employ, by which you
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can avoid the necessity for them, so
that we can dispenss with them?”
“Why,” he says, “my dear sir, if
you are sane enough to comprehend
an answer, I will tell you thay all
the develbpments resulting ~ from
human learning are but tending,
year alter year, and generation after
gensration, to confirm the astonish-
ing fact that infinite wisdom wad
mauifested 1a placing the sun, moon
and stars there, and every day and
night confirms the wondrous thought
that there is a far-reaching influ-
ence, 28 the result of the faithful
work of these orbs of day and night,

- that is as far beyond the compre-

hension of the human  mind ae the
human intellect 18 bevond the or-
dinary intelligence of the oyster.”
He tolls me that he has been con-
firmed more and more every year in
the fact, or the kunowledge of ‘the
fact, that these orbe can never be
improved upon, and that man might
think of invenfing what he pleases,
but afier all, if ha wndertook to in- -
trodnce anything that he had in-
vented with that objsct in view, he
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would but establish his folly the
instant he made the announcement
of it. -

Now, did you ever hear tell of a
man ntroducing = anything that
(even allowing for the disparity ex-
isting between God and humanity)
would begin to compare with such
a creation as that on the part of
God? Did yom ever know of a
man starting so absolutely right at
the commencement? If thers 1s no
occasion, after thousands of years,
for changing the workings of the
gun, or touching upon capabilities
of the moon, because of their power
" to meet the necessities today, you,
as well as your speaker tonight, are
forced, in conssquence, o the con-
clusion that what God did he did
forever; nothing can be pus to it to
improve it, nor anything be taken
from it and leave it capable of per-

forming that wondrous work.

Now, that part of that which I
read in your hearing, says that the
invisible things of God from the
creation of the world are clearly
geen, being undsrstcod by ihe
things that are made.
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I can look upon the wsun, ths
moon and $he stars (the things thay
ave made} and I ask the question, ag
Ileok upon them and through them
at  the spiritual, What do  they
teach? I want to comprebend the
invisible things. of God from the
greation of the world; but the sun,
the moon and thé stars relate to
man’s physical necessities.  What.
can I discover by looking through
them at the provision that God has
made for man’s spiritual and pos-
sibly, invisible necessities? - What
do Ilearn? Just precisely the same
thing that I learned with reference
to these, that if the great God has
any respect for my spiritual, as
well as my physical existence, he
will make no greater mistake in
making provislons from the start
for the one than the other. =~ What
he provided at the siart will -reach
down and meet the necessities of
the last man that shall ever live, as
woll as they met the needs of form-
er day children, - Whatever spirit-
ual provisions he made with refer-
ence to the invimble things at the
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commencement, are oaloulated to
meot all the necessities of the man
in the spiritual sense as long as a
single one of thess necessities will
be found.

Agan, I learn, from ‘the Book,
of the creation of Adam. All his
parts, and members, etc. are not
described in detail 1n this book, but
from somse statementes that are found
recorded there, I lcarn that Adam
had hands, and that Adam had eyes
and ears, and I presume he had a
noge, aud I suppose he had feet.
And if I were to ask some ressoner
why it was that God put the ears
on Adam, if it was =sumply for am
- ornament he would say, ¢“Nonssnse!
nothing ornamental about it; the
Eternal, after bhaving ordained that
sound should exist, decided that
man should bave soms peculiar or
gan about him by which he should
- be able to receive benefit from open
contact with sound, and the abiluty
to discriminate as between the
various sounds.” God had ordained
that light should be; he decresd
¢hat man ghould get the benefit of
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thatlight, and therefors he provided
an’ organ or - organs known as the
eyes, upon which this agent called
Light was to operate, and the eyes
were to be receivers, bripging in-
formation -to the man, and that
through the instruction or informa-
tion that was obtained thereby a
greater degree of wisdom would be
possessed with reference to all of
importance affecting human life or
existence. IfI ask why hands were .
given, I am told that he might feel
and labor, and if I ask why feet
and limbs were given, I am told,
- that he might walk.

If 1 should rise up tonight and
ask you why bands, eyes, nose and
feet are on and in our bodies today,
what would you - tell me? = You
would answer on the same principle
as the man did with refereunce to the
sun, the moon and the stars; that he
might see, fesl, hear, smell, think,
etc.. Brain1s given for the purpose
of thinking,  Why, thatis what
they were given for in the start;
has there not been. some improve:
ment? why not some addition or
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subtraction; why not some variation
from the original, from the formula
that was first given? Siumply be-
cause God has not discovered, in
the lapse of ages since then, that
there wag any necessity. What he
once did, he did forever; and you
bhave never heard tell of a2 man who
was sgne enough to stay an hour
out of the asylum, claiming that he
could 1mprove upon that hand, or
even that 1t was possible, or upon
the nose for smeliing, the eye for
seeing, or the feet for walking. No
man has ever produced an eys that
counld see; and let men argue against
Scripture and religious philosophy
as they may, the veéry superiority of
the work that 18 manifested in the
creation of man, stamps it with-a
gsomething that 1s infinitely: beyond
the comprehension of the human
mind—I mean in its adaptation to all
the varying necessities of this mun-
dane sphere.

Man was made of the earth earth-
ly, becanse the spirit that was in
him could not adapt itself as well
to the sarthly without it. A body
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was given to man 80 that the spirit
which was within might be enabled
to adapt itself to the conditions of
the earth, which was and isearthly.
Now, if we thus look upon man, or
the things that are made, we -are
enabled to rightly understand the
things that are invisible from the
creation of the world.  And here [
agk the important question, What
has God done in making provision
for the spiritual necessities of man?
Now, the third part of my fext
comes in: ¢“God hath set some 1n
the church, first apostles, seconda-
rily prophets, thirdly teachers, at-
ter that miracles, then gifts of heal-
ing, helps, governments, diversi-
ties of tongues.”

Accepting this as a true state-
ment, I am pledged to the conclu-
sion that at some time in the past;
in the jndgment of God, a church
was necessary, and that in. thas
church there should be found off-
cers and powers, under. the direct
management. and dirsction of the
Father himself, 1n order to accom-
plish this result that I have been
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veferring fo, in the saving of the
world., If, therefore, I approach
this subject tonight, looking upon
this question of human necessity in
a spiritual senee, and the work that
God has done with reference to
providing for it, through the means
of the things that are plain to my
understanding, what conclusion am
I pledged to? Why, simply thia:
It seems to ms, that if the neces-
gities for which a church was first
organized, and for which prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers
and spiritual gifts were placed in
it, still exist, then what God did
once, in order to meet these necessi-
ties, he did forever, and the mers
fact that these necessities exist and
will exist, is all the argument that a
gengible man ought to ask 1n evi-
dence of the fact that provision
made by the Almighty to  meet
, them ig st1ll 1n demand. The next
question I ask, then, 18, What were
those necessities? What was the
objest 1» the Almighty organizing
& church and placing in it these
officers as here named? Let us
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turn to the record and see. In the
4th chapter of Ephesians 1t states
that it was for the perfecting of
the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ. .

' Now, the question fahowmir upon
the heels of this one is, Is there a
necessity for the work of the min-
istry today? Do men need palva:
tion?. Is there & neocessity for per-

fecting the sawnte, for the edifying
of the body of Christ?  You an-
swer the question for yourself, and
if you answer it as I have answered
t and others have in the past, viz:
that necessity does exist and is
mors manifest than at any time: in

the history of the earth; if this is
a truth; then it is proper to argue
as a conesequence, or in the line that
I have beéen pursuing tonight, ob-
gerving it a8 & correct owme, -that
the provision once made to meet
these necessities is still in demand,
and will be in demand, from' ihe
simple fact that, as that which has

been is now, and that whichis to be

has already. been, and God in' pro-
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viding for that necessity once, pro-
vided for it forever; mothing can
be put to it, nor anything taken
from 15 _ )

If you would enjoy the peculiar
benefits which God’s people have
enjoyed in the past, you must do
just exactly what this Bible informs
us, or implies they did, for 1t says,
*“tFod requireth that which is past.”
If I desire to follow that divine
rule today; if my spiritual neces-
sities are simply the same as the
spiritual necessities of men who
lived two thousand or five thousand
years ago, and I would have those
necessities mef, and would have
the Almighty respect my cry as he
respected the cry of those to whom
reference is made in this book,
then I must pay heed to that word
of coungel that God requires of me,
as he required of them, for God re-
quires that which is past. I can
not justly hope for the enjoyment
of the privileges they enjoyed un.
less I am willing to bow where
they bowed and serve whera they
served, and recognize overy divine-
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ly appointed fordinance, and obsy
the doctrine which they recogaized
in the day and generation in which
they lived. 1 come, therstore, to
~ the conclugion quite readily (I don’t
know of course how it will be
with you) that the Master himself,
having ordained for the salvavion
of man a certain means, never in--
tended to apologize for that work
which he once did, and if you find
a man today undertaking to tell you
that something else will do just as
well, or telling you that some im-
provement ig necessary on the old
fashioned formula “as it dropped
from the mind of the Hternal him-
gself, or that some  improvement
must be made by addition or sub-
traction, you ' can exercise your
privilege of believing what that in-
dividual says or not, as you ‘please;
but if I was to undertake to believe
for one moment any such sfatement
a8 that, the whole record from Gen-
esis to Revelation would rise up
befors me and protest in the name
of God, 1te author, against such a
blasphemous attempt to wipe God
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out as being inferior to his crea-
tures. That is the way I would
feel about it.

Now, when I go to the judgment
by and by, as I expect to do, to
meet the record of my doings, and
the question is asked of me, «“Why
did you believe that apostles and
prophets, evangelists, pastors and
teachers should be in the church?”
I will turn right over to the place
that furnighed me the information,
and which God inspired the Apos-
tle Paul to write as a fact, and I
will call His attention to it and say,
¢“Father, I believed in your word
spoken to me on earth, and I take
the consequences of that decision.
Did you inspire it or did you not?
It you did not inspire if, then I
have no information on the sub-
jeot, and doing the best I could I
did just as well ag any other people
did anyway, and if you respect hon-
esty 1n man, you must deal with me
at least a8 well as you do with
them. But if youn did inspire Paul
to write 1t, then you certainly can-
not condemn me for believing it and
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contending . for it; you must oon-
demn Paul for writing it, or Christ
for inspiring him to write it.” And
when he asks 'me why I was bap-
tized for the remigmon of sins, I
will turn to the statement made by
the Savior, ““Hxcept 2 man be born
of water and of the Spirit he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.”
If there was another effort made
to condemn me, I would say,
«Thers is the Savior who said -it,
condemn him; but do not start on
me.”

I believe that every man will be
at last permitted to stand in the.
majesty of his . honest manhood,
(for God will never requird himto
prings as » serf) and as' s man,
iooking into His face, anawer why
e did as he did, and why he re-
fused to do things that he ignored
in this life; and as far as God has
respect for honeety he will place 2
premium upon it in his oreatures.
And just as far as he must pay re-
spect nnto his work, just as far ag
he intends that men and angels
ghall at last blend their voices in
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- paying tribute to the majesty and
divinity of his work, just that {far
will he be pledged, himself, by that
word to redeem and celestialize
every man who subscribed to its
details in life.  God placed this
pledge upon himeelf; I don’t.’ And
let me say that the confidence I
have in him is begotten of the ex-
periencé that I have obtained
through contending for the faith in
which this work is revealed. :
1 look, ag the Scriptures advise
me to do, upon the manifestation
of God in the invisible world, or n_
‘the spiritual sphere, through thése
materlal creations of his, and the’
argument that sustaina the one up- "
holds the otber. I turn. to the
i6th ohapter of the Gospal Te- -
corded by 8t. Mark, wheré it saye
that Jesns, just 'prior to his ascen-
gion to his Father, appointed cer-
tain ones to go into all the world
and preach the gospel to every
cregturs, and he said, «He that be.
lieveth and is baptized shall be
gaved.” What did he mean by be-
ing saved. From the information
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of Christ’s gospel 1 conclude that
1t 18 something that relates to his
spmtual being. No man ever saw
the process of salvation gowng om.
I did read an account omce of a
man having 1invented an instru-
ment by which he could see a
spirtt leave the body; but I didn’t
believe it. I never heard of an in-
dividual who had power in that
phisical organ called the eye, to
discern the operatmn of the '%pu'it
of God in the saving of a man,
bat he éeijs, tfa that beheveth
and 18 baptmed ghall' be_saved.” -
Now, that is a matter of falth Y1
individual must accept of that state- -
ment and put it to a test, That is -
an invisible thing, and he cannot :
determine fully with reterence .t0:
the truthfnlness of it; he must wam :
for the absolute accomplishment of
the faot until he has passed, as one
writer has expressed it, *‘beyond
the bourn from whence no traveler -
can return.” He must wait: untl
death has intervened. S

Well, has he nothing now by
which Lo can determine the correct-
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ness of his faith and practice? Ob,
yer! For the Bavior said in the
same oconnection; “These . gigns
shall follow them that believe; in
my name they shall cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues,
they shall take up serpents, and 1f
they drink any deadly thing it shall
not hurt them; they shall lay
hands on the mck and they shall
“recover.” ‘

Now, then, here are material
things that are to be affected by
fulfillment of the very same promise
that relates to the spiritual man, and
while he must wait until he has
passed the river of death before he
realizes absolutely the truthfulness
of the promise that he shall be
saved if he believes and is baptized,
yet he ocan receive and wilness
right here, the manifestation of a
divire power in connection with
his own experiences and those he
administers to in this life, that will
demonstrate to him that TEE
PROMISE ig divine; and manifeésting
the fact to him that two thirds of
the promise is divine, it gives him
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an evidence, a supernatural assur-
ance with reference to that part of
the same promise that relates to the
future life, and for the demonstrated
fulfillment of which he must wait
until after passing from this life.
This comes as near . absolutely
demonstrating the truthfulness of
the other part of the promise as .
~ anything can do in fhis existence,
“and through these things that are -
apparent, he witnesses the wondrous
divinity that 1s° pledged to the ful-
fillment of the entire promise.
Moving forward, on the strength of
the fulfiliment that comes to him
- and helps to make life enjoyable,
he breasts the stream that is turned
against him because of his faith,
and is willing to contend for the
divinity - that. 18 presented in: the
sacred word, and af last approaches .
the ordeal of death without any
apprehension as to the satisfaction
that shall come as an ultimate of
the service he has rendered.

If I should come to your house
a8 3 vimtor tomorrow, and should
gay to your children when leaving,
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calling themn by name around me,
Johnnie, Mary and Sallie; and all
the rest of youw, I am going to be
here tomorrow morning and bring
yon some sweetizeats in a paper
gack, and on the next mormng 1
am going to bring a basket of
oranges, and the next morning I
will come with a big box of ocakes,
and the next morning with a sack
of nuts, and on the next day I am
- gomg to be here with a great
variety of different kinds ‘of things
for you that will be very pleasant
and gratifying to your taste. Then
I am going away and won’t be back
for a long while-—geveral years——
but when I do come back I am com-
ing with 2 whole car load of good
things for you. Well, they all feel
delighted and run and tell papa and
mamma abous it, and they ask how
many hours they will have to wait.
By and by the morning comes, but
- I don’t materialize, no sweetmeats
appear; mext morning comes and
the oranges are not there; they
never hear anything next day of
the cakes; noxt morning they hear
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nothing whatever of the nuts,
and the next morning comes and
there hias been no showing up of
the variety of good things. Now,
at the end of the week how much
confidence would they have that I
was coming in a few years with a
car load of good things? “Why” you
say, *‘the children would not have
any ground for hope.” ,
Jesus Christ says, I am going
away, but if T go away I will come
again, and when I come again I am
gomg to receive you unto myself
and I am going to open the doors
of the celestial city and bathe your
souls in the infinite splendor with
which my dominion shall then be
filled. But in the meantime I will
be with you until the end of the
world. * I will bs present with ybu¥
in works, with you when you go
~ forth to minister as my servants,
and in fact, will be the same ag1f I
was there in person; in my name
this shall ocour and that shall be
done, and the next thing shall be
done and the following shall be
consummated, and then at last the
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crowning evidence shall come of
my divinity, when everlasting life
shall burst in its golden splendor
upon your enraptured and delighted
spirite, and you shall be mine for-
ever.” But I go forth and labor,
and these signs do not folldw, the
Monday and the Tnesday, the Wed-
nesday and the Thuraday, the Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday of this
life pass by, until I reach death’s
door w;thout havmg seen any of
them. Ou what shall I base my
certain ezpectations that ‘somebow
after this existence I shall find
_eternal life? _

I confess to you that if I had
nothing more than what is common-
ly called sectism in this world to-
day, I tear I would be one of the
most rampant infidels that it would
b possxble for my small mtelleot to
] .allow me to be, But the fact 1s

that if God honors the plan that
~ relates to the natural man and with
reference to the’ eternal thmgs
which he authorizes the Apostle
" Paul to write about, looking through
these things at the invisible, I know
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that the same divinity is there, the
same promptness and punctuality,
the same jealous care that fulfill my
Father’s words in physical conoerns
will be revealed in connection with
the fulfillment of that promise,
everlasting life.
. And I say to you, and leave thia

matter for tonight, that there isa
something assooiated with this gos-
. pel of Jesus Christ that the instant
. the.power of it touches the buman
* intellect it invests. with & ekill-for
investigation, and as it moves for- -

. .ward opening the mind - to a com-

prehension of the divine law, new
~ opportunities lie befors man, snd
~every movement brings in a new
measure or au eplsrged flood of
that whioch is divine in itself, con-
-sistent in. ite character,: ennoblmg
_in 1t moral influences and sanotify-
- ing in its effect upon the human
. character, and it permits the - soul
..0f man to expand sud. enlarge; de-
. hivers it-from. the serfdom of self,
and consecrates all within its range
-to the service of man as one broth-
erhood, and iustitutes amoug men
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that which warrants them in the
belief of the common fatherhood of
God; not as the father of Peter,
of Adam or some other, but ¢“Oar
Father who art in heaven.” Jesus
thus represented him as the Father
of the entire race, and he has also
ordained one gospel for all man-
kind which possesses in it those
features that shall meet the neces-
_sities of the race, and without which
- 1o one map c¢an.be saved more. than
the other, and ignoring whioh no
- man will be honored nor expect. to
_ be honored more than another.. . .
We commend it to all, and feel
satiglied in saying to the- people
that God, through Cbrist, spake the -
truth when he said, “If any man
will do His will,” that is, my Fath-
or’s will, ¢he shall know of. this
dootrine, whether it be of God or
. whether I have spoken ¢f myself,”
. €Jne man came to me, two oY thres
. years 3z0, who had moved around
through various forms. ol religion,
and I give 1t to you in his worda,
He said: ¢“I entered at the wide end
of the fupnel and game out at the
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sponu every. tnne, unml I became. -
8o disgusted w1th everythmg claim-

ing to be religion that I aban-
‘doned it in despair. But feeling
“poor 1n health I went to vmt‘an
old acquamtance of mine over in
Mlchxgan and while visiting thera to
recruit my health, I heard him gay
somethmg n regard to this marvel-

- _ous work, a8 you call it, and thongh ;

I was not partmularly dxsposed to

~ listen to bim, vet his persistence
. was ' admxrable, and T gave hnn

f’audlence ocoasxonally until my curi-
oslty was excxted, it was o dxﬁ?er-
~ent from anythmg else I had ever

. \ heard 1 began to look at thig, gquint -

~ at that, under the saspxcxon that I
_ 'mlght be decewed I did not want
to touoh it at first. But,” he says,
“aftar a while somethmg about its
oonsxstenoy struck me, and ﬁnally 1
took a letter of mtmduotlon from
~ this man to another man over in
“another part of Michigan. = When

-1 met this second party and had

talked matters: over with him I fin-
ally made up my mind that 1 was
once more going to take a risk, for

www:LatterDayTruth.org




43

I thought it was risk, sure. I was
baptized, but certainly with no more
taith than the law demanded.”
Tims passed on, and when I met
him he eaid, I entered the spout
end of the funnel into this thing,
but I declare it is widening.” And
when I saw him 8 year afterwards,
I agked him if it was still widening.
““Why,” he says, ‘‘where will this
thing end? It has been growing and
uniolding until it seems that I have
had sufficient to prove to me that
God and man properly belong to
each other, and there should never
be dreamed of such a thing as any
interfering agency to separate them,
and,” said he, ‘‘the divinity of this
work has been go oclearly fixed in
my mind that I hope never to see
the day when the first disposition
will lurk within me to speak with
any degres of suspicion 1n regard
to it. I know this work is true.”
He iz 2 mismonary today, preach-
ing this gospel of Jesus Christ.
Now, we have an influence and we
hope to employ 1t to the glory of
God, not to the gratification of the
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flésh, but Lo the praise and honor
of I1im who Las placed such pogsi
bilities within our reach and filled
our gouls with a foretaste of that
which is 1n store, on the strength
of which we hope, and our hope
has connected with it that which
tells us it will bleom with immor-
tality.

May God bless us WIth w1sdom
to abide therein. Amen.
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