
~124 ANNUAl!. CONFERENCE. 

low-servant, and the fellow-sm·vrmt of thy according to the ancient order? How· 
brethren the prophets." The above men- could an impostor so far surpass the com-. 
tioned words of the angel are in the Oth binccl wisdom of seventeen centuries asc 
verse of the sam a cha'i)ter where John to originotte a system diverse from every 
says: "If any man shall n,dd unto these other system under hen,ven, n,nd yet bar
things, God shn,ll n,dd unto him the plagues monize with the system of Jesus n,ncl His. 
that are written in this book." The rev- itpostles in every particu!n,r? Could an 
elations which God gn,ve unto the· Ne- impostor discover the gross cln,rkness of"' 
phites, the seed of Joseph in America were ages, and publish ft doctrine perfect in 
published in the Book of Mormon, and a,, every respect, against which not one 
such these revelations were revealed again scriptural argument can be adduced? 
to Joseph the Martyr. Therefore this ob- 'I' he idea is preposterous! The pui·ity and 
jection to the Book of Mormon, and the ;,\fallibility of the docti·ine of this great 
prophetic calling of Joseph the Martyr is modern prophet is a presumptive eviclenc& 
groundless. of no sm.all amount in favor of his divine. 

We shall now proceed to revise some mission. 
remarks of n, writer, who has written in Swedenborg, Irving, Campbell n,nC/i. 
defence of the calling of Joseph as a true many others have taught doctrines which. 
prophet: in some respects are true, in other re-

If the Latter-Day Saints are not what spects false; hence their authority should 
· they profess to be, one thing is certain, be rejected although they should per
··thn,tnoperson will be able to confute their form miracles. We have no examples in 

doctrines by the scriptures. However im- , the records of history, of n, doctrine per
perfect this people may be, their doc- , feet in every respect, being taught by 
trines are irr~futable. Can this be said of any person . who was not inspired and 
any other people who have lived on the who had no authority from God. 
earth during many centuries? No. Their __ ,._.______.__. 
doctrines have been an hcterog0neous ANNUAL CO.N FERENCE. 
,mixture of truth and error that would .Minutes of the Annual Conference ~f t?,e 
not stand the test one moment when Church of J. C. of L. D. S. held in Plaho, 
measured by such a pattern of inspira- I{endall Co., Ill., Apr

1

il 6, 1865. 
ti.on. In all such cases a great disp;trity ArmL 6TH,. AT 10, A. llf • 

. can be seen and pointed out, and a great Conference convened by calling ·Pres. 
deviation either in their org<tnizations or Joseph Smith to preside. Pres. 'Nm •. 
teachings concerning the gospel can be Marks, associ>tted. Isaac Sheen and J. W. 
shown. And now after so inany centur- Gillen, Clerks, and Charles Derry, Re-. 
ies have elapsed, and after ht1man wis- porter. · 
·dom has been exerted to its utmost Pres. JosPph Smith delivered an address. 
strength, and the most exalted and gi- in which he recommended that a library 
gantic .talents displayed, to lay a stable should be established for the benefit of the 
foundation whereon· to build, we awake church, and in reference to the necessity of 
·and behold that n,ll their exertions are making our Conferences representativo 
an empty bubble-a vain show-a, ph an- bodies. 
tom which men have created, with scarce- REPORTS OF BRANC.HES. 

-ly' a vestige of the ancient "form of god- BuFFALO IowA: Hi members, 3 elders, 
liness," ftnd,"denying the power thereof." 2 teachers, 1 deacon. 
In the midst of all this confusion and A)IBOY, Ill., 5 members baptized and 2 cut 
spiritual _ignorance, a young illiterate, off since last teportcd. · · 
obscure and inexperienced man announc- ALLEGHANY, ·I' A.: 30 members, 1 high . 

. ed a messn,ge from heaven, before which priest, 4 elders, 2 priests, 6 cut off, 1 deau •. 
darkness began to flee a way; human clog- VALLE>;", VA.: 22 members. 
mas to be overturned, the traditions of ABixGDOl{, ILL. : 11 members, 4 elders, 
ages to be uprooted, all forms of church 1 teacher. ' 
govetnment to tremble like an aspen leaf HEXDERSON GROYE, ILL. : 43 members, 1 
at its approach, and the mighty fab.ric apostle, 1 Seventy, 4 elders; 1 priest, 1 
of popular sectarianism to be conyul&ed teacher, 8 Diefellowshipped, 19 children 
and shaken to its very foundation. How hlcssed. C. M. Brown, Pres:, fl'. J. Taylor~ 
di<). these wonderful events come to pass? Clerk. · · 
If J osepb Smith was an impostor how did ATLAS, ILL.: 18 members, 3 elders, 1 
he obtain this superior wisdom? What priest, 1 died, Henry Huffman, Pres. Thos, 
power inspired his m~nd and showed him Lambert, Clerk. 
·how to la.y the foul:\dlltion o{ a church CANTON, !LL. : 9 members, 1 Seventy. 
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ANNU.AL CONFER]J}NCE. 

'PrTTSFIEI,D ILL: ~10 members, 2 elders, The following :Prcsiu.ents of Districts, re-
'1 priest, L, W. Babbitt, Pres. ported: Z. H. Gurley J. Blakeslee, J. S1>ip-

KrzER CREEK: 10 members, 1 seventy, py, \V. \V. Blarr. 
<3 elders, 1 teacher. The following p1·csidents of sub-districts 

BuFFALO PrrAiam: 4~ members. rCflOt·ted: L. W. Babbitt, C. G. Lanphear, 
ELK GrroYE, \Vis.: 11 members, 2 elders. Joseph Smith, C. Derry, J. Jeremiah, J. 
NoRTH STAR, Iowa,: 187 members. Ells, R. Briggs, and A.M. "Wilsey. 
GEC'mv A, vV rs .. : \&J members, 3 elders, 1 APRIL 71'n, A. 1r. · " 

priest, 1 teacher, •1 deacon i Caleb Hall, REPORTS OF BRANCHES. 
President. STRING PrrA'IH~E, IowA: 79 members, ·in-

FREEnmr, \Vrs.: 28 members, 3 elders, 2 eluding 1 high priest, 5 elders, 2 priests; 
.'Jlriests, 1 teacher, 1 deacon; Jus. Ruth ford, 1 teacher,. 1 deacon, Ira Parrish, Pres., 

."President. Wm. Haskins, Dl<lrk. 
SwAK CREEK, 1frcn.: 2cl members, Chas. PLAKo, lL:r,,:: 2G members, including 1 

.Hutchins, President. high priest, :2 seventy, 1 elder, 1 priest, 
HYnE PARK, PA.: 18 members, 6 elders, one cut off.. 

1 teaeher. :Fox RrvER, Ir.r •. : 76 members, including 
FoR·r DES MomES, IowA, 18 members, 3 1 bishop, 1 apostle, 1 high priest, 5 seven-

'Ciders, 1 prie.st. tics, 9 elders., l priest, l teacher, 2.deacons, 
HANNIBAL, Mo.: 8 members, John Taylor, Wm. Hart, Pres. and Clerk. 

President. LAKE :MrcH.: 12 members, 1 priest, 1 
GALIEN, 1lfrcn.; 4 baptize(l. and one added teacher. 

by letter' since last report. PmKCEVILLJ!, ILL.: 45 members, 1 high 
AFTERNOON SEsSION. priest, 3 elders, 1 seventy, 1 priest, I teach-

Official members present: Of the Quorum er, R. J. Benjamin, Pres. and Clerk. 
of the twelve: Z. H. Gurley, James Blakes- WILLOW, Wis.: O•·ganized Oct. 12,1863, 
lee, John Shippy, W. W. Blair. with 7 members. Cyrus Newkirk, Pres. 

High Priests: I. L. Rogers, Isaac Sheen, Elder, E. C. Wildermuth, Clerk. 
·O.· P. Dunham, .T. C. Gaylord, \Vm. Ald- Rc:soi1Jed1 T!Htt.John Landers and Georg!! 

., 'rich, Ed win Cad well, Jesse Price, J aeob. L~n.dsay be Seut on a mission to New Bruns· 
·.Do an. WICK. 

Of the Quorum of the Seventy; A. 1\L Resolved, That John D. Jones and Joseph 
·wilsey, C. Derry, C. G. Lanphear, J. IV. Doswell be sent on:< mission· to Wales. 
Gillen, R, W. Briggs, Jas. Burgess, L. I.Y. Resolved, That Geo. Hatt and John Lewis 
Babbitt, S. ·Stone, R Partridge, "\Vm. D. of the Iowa district be sent on a mission to 
Morton,Illa:ic Bogue. England. 

Elders•: .. Josiah Ells, Driggs Alden, Geo. Resolved, That all appointments of mis-
A. Dla•keslee, · Frederick Squires, Caleb sions by the. Conference are made with··the,, 
Hall, Horace Bartlett, E. M. White, Philo understanding that they are to labor in 
Howrurd, 'rhomas Stafford, \Vesley Uorton, their ministry ·under the direction of the 
George Rogers, A. G .• Jones, \Vm. Swett, presidency of countries or pastorates in· 
Henry Holmes, Yance ,Jacobs, \Vm. Hazel- which their fields of labor lie.· . 
dine, M. Madison, P. S. Wixom, J. T. Ad- Resolved, That the title of tbe English 
'llms. G.·Braby, C. 1lf. Brown, Thos. Hougas, mission be changed and called the European 
.• J"oseph Parsons, Davit! H. Smith, Andrew mission. 
Hayer. Resolved; That Hiram P, Brown,: preside 

Priests: Austin Hayer, G. W. Shute. over the Pastorate of Northern Iowa, and 
Teachers: Robert Moore, Silas Rogers, that the Jirilit~ be defined by the. Quorum 

"Hans Hayer. ofTwelve. , 
Deacons: Samuel Reynolds. Resol11ed1 That Pres. Joseph Smith be re-
Many officiill members arrived afterward. leased fram the presidency of the Nauvo.o 
LINnsiw, C. "\V.: 18 members including 1 Pastorate. . 

elder, 1 priest, 1 teacher, 1 deacon. , Resolved, That all that part of Illinoi·s, 
BrrcKHOHN, 0. IV.: 32 members including ·north of 1lfadison Co., be attached to Bro. 

1 elder, 1 priest, i deacon. Gurley's District. 
UKION vVrs: 10 members, including 2 Resolved, That the two eastern tiers of 

elders; , counties of Iowa be added to Bro. Gurley's 
MrssroN ILL.: 44 members, including 4 district. 

elders, 2 priests, 1 teacher 1 deacon. Resolved, That the State of 1lfissouri and 
BATAVIA, Ill.: 36 members, including the all that part of Illinois which is south of 

officers. the northern line of Madison Co., Ill., be 
TRAFALGAR, c. w.: 9 members, 1 eldet, added to the St. Louis Pastorate or district •. 

1 priest. Resolved,. Tha.t all of Iowa west of thtllf 
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two eastern tierii ot counties, and Kansas· Rego/ved, That Josiah Elis be ordained tO' 
and Nebraska be lo:iown as the Iowa Kan- the Quorum of the Twe!Ye. 
sa$.atid Nebrnsli~t Pastorate. Resolved, 'fh~t Bro. Charles Derry be or~· 

Resolt'ed, 'I' hat Mirincsota an<! ·wisconsin dain eel to the Quorum of the Twe!Ye. 
b'e known as the Minnesota and Wiscori:Jin R6.~dli•crl, That J. W, Bl'iggs be continu~ 
District. eel iu the Eiiropean mission. . 

Resolved, That Michigan and Indiana Res'olvi:d, 'i'hai the Publishing Committee' 
comprise one r!istrict which shall be called be released from· ilieir office. 
ihe Michigan and Iridiana District. Resolved, That Pres .• Toseph Smith be' 

Resolved, That Ohio, Pa., Va., Del., N. appointed to take charge· Of the publishing 
J., .N.Y., Md., and the New England States and editorial departrirettt of the Herald and' 
shall comprise one district. of all our publications. , . 

Resolved, That the above mentioned dis- Resolved, Th,re a: vote of thanks be 
trict shall be cailed the Eastern District tendered to Bro. Sheen for his unceasing
Of the United States. efforts iri tlre editofial departl'n'ent of the 

ResrJlved, That James Blakeslee prcsid·e Herald. . 
over the Michig,ln and Indiana District. ' Bl'O, J osfah Eli~ and Ohar],\s Derrv .Were 
. Resolved, That Wm. vV. Blnir preside over ord<rined apostles by Jos .. Smith, 'z. II. 
the Eastern Distriet of the United States. Gnriey arid Jas. Blakeslee. 
_' Resolved, That John Shippy preside over W ~~, Hazeldine was ordained an high. 
the Canada, Nova Scotia and i\'. B. distriet. priest tiy Joseph Smith, J as. Blakeslee and 

Resolved, That Z. H. Gurley preside OV?r Z. II. Gurlev, 
the No1·thern Illinois and Eastern Io\\·a Resolved, ,That Bro. Chns. Derry preside· 
district. over the Iowa, Kansas and Nebraska dis-· 

Re,,oliJed, That Bro. J. W. Gillen go with trict. 
Bro.: Vv. \V. Blair Oli his eastern misslon. Resob;ed, That Isnac Sheen be appointed' 

Res,}ved, That Fro·. C. G. Lanphe>rr and to receive donations for the purpose of d<"-· 
S. J. Stone go on a ln'ission to eastern New f,.,,ying the expenses of the Conference in 
York. . ,, tile"nse of the hall in which the Co'nference' 

Resolved, That Bro. Josiah Ells preside is bela. 
over the '~est part of Pennsylvania and Resol11ed, That Bro. Henry Holmes. bil 
We~tern Virginia; >ind that this district be appointed on a mission to Cnnada. 
called the Pittsburgh Pastorate. Resolved, That Bro. Caleb. Rnll. be' 

Resolved; That ·wentworth Vickery labor appointed on a mission to Northern Wis-
in the ministry in the Canada District. consin. · · 

llPRIL 8, A. M. Resolved, That Jesse L. Adams and J. D. 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed Bennet be appointed to a mi~'"ion in Indi: 

bv the President to settle· difficulties in ana. . . , . . 
tl;e church in St. Louis. Re.iolved, That Edwin Cadwell and Horace' 

The presi\lent ~p'poiuted W. W.13Jiii!· and Bartlett be appointed to [!;'o on a inis"ion to' 
J. vV. Gillen to be the snld co'mmittee: Elk Gt'ove, L'afa·.yette Ci1. Wis., and that 

Resolved, That Br·o: Win. Huzeldlne he they be authorized to settle the difficulties' 
ordained an high priest. in the church at that plnce. 

Resolved, That the names of D,aniel B. Par;o:;cEVILLE, ILL., branch reported. 
Raz_v, David- Newkirk and Geo. vVhite be St:NDAY, APRIL 9, was de,oted to thQ. 
stricken fr·om the Quorum of the Twelve. preaching the word. The house was filled 

Resolved, That the President appoint a and good attention paid. · .. 
commi~tce of three to select two men. to fiil Bros. D. H. Smith, Joseph Smith, Riley 
th~ places of Daniel B. Razy and David W. J;lri~g and Josiah Ells, spoke in mucli 
Newkirk. good feefing. 

The President appointed Z. H. Gurley, APRIL lO, A. "r. . . 
W. W. Blair :UJd A. M. WilseY. BroS. Powers was appointed to presiue' 

Resolved, That we return the thanks of over Mim1esotit and vVisc'onsin Distr·ict. 
this Conference to our Methodist friend~, in Rewlved, That Bro. 'E. C. Briggs be sus: 
Plano, for their kindness in granting us the tained as the President of the -Utah and 
use of their.house of worship for the pur- Pacific District. 
pose of attending to the funeral of Bro. and It was Resolved, that the Conference sus; 
Sister Patrick's child. tain the following officers .in their respec,, 

The committee which was appointed by tive offices: ,Joseph Smith, Prf$ident• of 
the President, nominated Josiah Ells and I the ch~rch; Wrn. Marks, Counsellor;· J. / 
Charles Derry to fill the placErs of D. B. W. B1·rggs, Z: H. Gul'ie.1', Jas. Blakeslee; 
Razy and David Newkirk in the Quorum of W. W. Blair, J (Jhn Shippy, Josiah Ells, S. 
the Twelve. . Powers, R. Newkirk, ·chas; Derry and E; 
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OBiTUARIES. 12'1' 

C. Briggs·, ap-ostles; I. L. Rogers, the bisl10p j sorrows below, for a pure land, where 
of the chur·ch; the hi;l;h couneil; Isaac rivers of pleasure doth flow; he has ta~ 
Shecm1 President of the high priests' quor-! ken his lettvc of the troubles and trials 
urn; A. i\t \Vil~ey, and all the other Pt·e-1 c\f eai•th, for a pure land, where joys ever
sidents of the Quorum of Seventies, and all lttsting howe birth. J. n. HENDERSON. 
thf' spiritual.authorities of the churc)1. At nuff,1lo Prairie, Ill., Nov. 30, 1864, 
.Re~olved, That • all the Conferences of w BNTWORTH Hor,:\rEs·, sen., aged 57 years, 

Dtstrtets are n?v,tscd t.~ rceummeud the 10 moi1 ths 1md nine cb.ys. Tiro. Holmes 
branches to recc1ve donaLwns monthly from united with tl1c church at an early day. 
members of the churches, fur ~h~ put·pose and. has kept the faith. He h11s never had 
of assisting ~c.lO~ s~tintil to emigrate from i any connect.ion with any of the different 
Euro~e to tht~ co;mtr)', and to send such fa~tiohs th~Lt h•we sprung up since the 
donatwus to t.te b>shop. ,· . dC<Lth of Joseph the i\Iartyr, but has lived 

Resol?Jecl, • That the neceSolttes of t!le his religion, and was looking forwarcl to 
ch.urch reqmrc a Coneol'dance an? synopsts, the time when young Joseph would take 
su_Jted to the proper promulgatiOn of the his fath<lr's place, accordingly when the 
fatth of the churt:h. . . ghd ne\vs reached him, in the Fall of 

f!e~vlved, That t.he Emtgratwn ~und re- 1861, it caused his aged heart to rejoice 
mamm the hands of the Brshop unttl. call,ed exceedingly ; he immediately united with 
for by a Conference of tl:e chureh. m I<,n- the Redrganization, and was elected 
rope, and endorsed by actJOn.of the C:ener- President of this Branch. Since then he 
a] Conference of the Church n: ;\men ea. hrts faithfully 'presided over the same, lind 

Rewlved, .. That the n.ece?stttes 0f t.he by the blessing of God has done rnubh 
church reqmre the publtcatwn of a scnes . 1 u· 1 h tl ]'y1 II 
of tracts, for distribution. g?oc.-. - lS on y ro Jer, LOSES OHIES, 

Resolved, 'fhat the neceiisities of the dted December ~20, 1864; aged ~9 yea;s, 
church require the establishment of a Smonths a~d 1.1 days. They u!nted w1~h 
chJirch Librarv. the reorgamzatJon at the same trme. The1r 

Resolved, Tl{at the.Conference acljourn to fttnentl sermon was pre•tched by Bro. Z. 
meet il1 the North Star Branch, near Conn- H .. Gurl~y. It wafls a so~emn1~nd1~ppro-cil Blnffs Iowa Oct. 6 18f35. pnate oscourse, .rom ev. .= , to a 

' 
1
, ' · • ' _ • large and attentJve congregatron, who 

JOS.KPH SMI~II:. PRESIBENT. had collie to P"'Y the last tribute of re-
IsAAC SH .. F,N, ~ Clerks. spect to our brethren, who will be greatly 
J. W. GILLEN, i missed by alL Tiro. W. Holmes leaves a. 

wife and seven children, mostly grown, 
OBITUARY NO'J.'iC.E§. and members of the church. 

SANDWICH, Ill., April 11, 1865. 
A"ain death has invaded our midtst, 

taki~g from us ·a brother, a friend, a hus
band, and a father. Bro. Wnr,JA;\1 H. 
Cox departed this life March 23, 1865. 
He was born Feb. 10,1831, in Clinton Co., 
Ohio. United with the church at Whites
town, Ind., under the minesteriallabors 
of Bro. Samuel Powers, May 24,1861. 
He wits ordained an elder by Elders 
Blakeslee, and Powers, Feb. 15, 18G3, and 
for a time presided ove1' the Whitestown 
branch. He died as he had lived, loved 
and respected by all who knew him, it be
ing his chief desire to make all happy 
around him, and to emulate the char
acter of ·his Redeemer; a firm· believer in 
the fulness of' the gospel, and the latter

. day work, having received a testimony 
for himself, (as the writer has often heard 
him.deC!are.) He leaves a wife and three 
~hildren to mourn his loss, but they 
mourn not as· they who have no hope. 
He has taken his ·leave of the trials and 

Rest brethren, rest in peac·e 
With those \vhom God hath blest, 

Where the wici<ed they shall cease, 
Ahd the 'iveary are at rest. · 

At Hannibal, Mo., March 23rd, 1865, 
jANET S. C. TAYLOR, aged 5. years 2· 
months and 3 diiys. ,, .. ,. 

At Plano, Ill., April 5, 1~ of dip-· 
theria, CoRA l'L daughter of Theodore J. 
and Amanda E; P'\trick; aged 3 years, 
5 months and fifteen. days. 

A SPECIAL COXFEREXCE of the 
church for the District of Michigan and In
diana, will be held at Galien, Berrien Co. 
3iich., commencing June 2, 1865. It is 
desirable that we should hear from the 
saints in all pa>'t.s of these States at the 
Conference . 

JA:\fES BLAKESLEE. 
PRESIDENT OF Tlm MICH. AND IND., D1STRICT. 

Trro)JAS J. ANDREWS is our authorized 
Agent in California, for the Herald and 
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