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having regeived the Holy Ghost, &c., that
there is danger of falling away and beln"
lost. We have to live by every word thai
proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Rut
10 come to the point, “‘the gospel is the
power of God unto salvation.” - Paul says
in 1 Thes. 1: 5, “for oir gospel came nop
unto you in word only, but also in power,

and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assu-
rance.” 'Here we perceive the gospel did
not consist of the. word alone, but there is
a power along with it, and that is the power
of God' Now according to the conditions
of the'word of tlie Lord, 2 man or woman
is to believe, repent and be baptAzed and
receive the Iavmo on of hands. ~We can
believe and lepem for'we have the power
$o0 do so; but'we have not the power and
authority to baptize ourselvés, and thus in-
duct ourselves into the Iunrrdom of God, for
‘that is done by the power of Grod vested in
man.  Our Savior commanded the diseci-
ples, as contained in Mat. 28: 19, “go ye
therefore and teach all” nations, bthmnu
them-in the name of the Imther, and of the
Son, and of the 'Holy Ghost,” &e. Here we
perceive He gave them power to jeach the
word, and to baptize fgr- an entrance into
His kingdom, or church, and that delegatcd
power to them, was His power, or authori-
ty, and just as good as though He perform-
ed the baptism.”  The power of God was
not-only manifested by baptizing by ‘water,

but in laying on of hands for the 1ec‘ent10n
of the Holy Ghogt, for if He had not given
them power to lav on handb for-the gift of
the Holy Ghost, He never: would: have ac-
knowledged it; by giving the Holy Spirit
om those “whom the apostles laid.on hands,
a§ found“in Acts 8 and 19¢.  And thus we
see that the gospel was the power of God
unto salvation, ‘Although delegated to men,

it was the power of God By that power
they were born of water and of the Spirit,

and thus became sons and daughters of
God; and thus they became ‘adopted into
the mmﬂy of God, and if faithful in obsery-
ing all the law of their heavenly Father,

will secure an everlasting salyation. By ex.
amining the New Tastamont we find that
whmever they received the rrospe} itwasin
word, in power, and in the Ho}y Ghost,

whlch brought much assurance. Hence we
perceive that the gospel is the power of God
.mto salvation, to allthem that belieéve, and
we find (as before quoted) that our Savior
came into the world for this cause, and to
this end was he born, to accomplbh the sal-
vation of mankind; to be a witness unto
thetruth, and that truth is the gespel, which
is the powox of Grod unto salvation. Hence
we peraexw that those-who deny this power,]
which is no more nor less than the priest-

CONFERENCE.

hood, or delegated authority, and profess to

'prcach the src)xpel and baptize, do1t in their

own strength, which is their OWD power,
and therefore it cannot be the power of God
unto salvation. They had better cease
preaching in thelr own strength, and ad-
mmstexmw in the ordinances, and not run
before they are sent, for Paul says in Rom.
10:-14, “how shall they pleach except they
be sent " ‘and in Heb. 5: 4, he says ‘‘no
man taketh this horior unto hlmself ‘buthe
that is called of God, as was Aaron In
the account which was given by Moses, it
is' shown that Aaron was called by actual
revelation, and in this day and generation
the pr ofessed minjsters of Ghrist, say these
things are done away; thers are no revela-
mons in these days; and thﬂv thus shut up
the only avenue to' their bﬂmﬂ called, and
virtually acknowlédge that they are not
called of Grod, and thus, not being called of
God, as I said befor re, thm do all that they
do in their own strepgth “their ipse dizit, to
the contrary, notwmhstmdmg

We will now sum up in as brief magner
as possible, the foregoing
are contained in this af
found that the end to which our Savior was
born, &e., was to bear witness to thg trukh
We have found likewise that the truth was
the gospel, and that its anthultv was equal
to the fall of man, and that i is the powey
of God unto salvation to every one that be-
lieveth, and we have found that this power
of ch is the same, whether ‘displayed by
His own right arm, or delegatéd to map as
His agent; oras Paul declares in 2 Cor. 5t
20, “how then we are ambassadors for
Ohrist, as though Grod did beseeeh you by us =
we pray vou in Christ's stead, be ye recon-
ciled to God.” Therefore I close by exhort-
ing all to come and obey the truth that you
may be saved, and this is the prayer of your
nnyworthy servant,

EDWIN STAFFORD.
Azmmvepox, Knox Co., IlL, July 2%, 1863

SEMI-ANNUAL CONTERENCE,

Minusdes of the Semi-Annual Conference of
the Clareh of Jesus Christ of L.-D.-S.,
held at the Novth Star Branch of said
Clourch, in Pottowatomie 00 Jowa, Oct.
6, 1868.

Confexence convened by calling Joseph
Smith to preside. " Alphonso Yeung and
Edward W. Knapp, Clerks. Repo’z'ts of El-
ders were called. '

Joseph Smith reported that the work in
Hancock * Co., Ill,, was progressing ‘finely.
He had b‘lptxzed eight or ten since Aprll

Couference. There has been a branch or-
ganized tén miles east of Nauvoo, called the
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Rock Creek branch, with eleven members
Thomas Pitt is Presiding Hlder.

A letter wagread from Elder ExC. Briggs
in Utah, which clicered the hearts of the
saints. ’

Bro. Hugh Lygle reported that Bro. Crabb
and himgélf had been laboring as they were
appoluted at last April Conference, and on
returning here they labored in Pike county
1L, in CQIlneCthll with Bro. Loven Babbitt,
and baptized 16 persons.

Bro." Colby Downs reported that he hadi}
fulfilled a mission to Nebraska; had tried
to be diligent, and had remoyed fach prej-
udice ; had baptized two, one being John
Lhatm:m born in W'xlkeshue Eng., Sept.
20, 1845,

Bro. Eli Clothier reported that he had
labored part of the time in the mission
“which was given him, and had baptized 18.
" Bro. Wheeler Baldwin reported that he
had labored in the district which was as-|1
‘signed him at the June Counference. He
had held‘geveral meetings and had organ-
ized the Faﬁ"m Oreek Branch, with 22 mem-
bers.”

Bro. W A Ll’w reported that in the dis-
trict which wis assigned bim, he had bap-
“tized four, two in bamp Creek branch, oneja
‘in ‘«Vebpm“ ‘Water branch and one'in Blue
River branch, and ordained Bro. A. J. Pe-
#houd an Elder. The four were enrolled in
‘the’ Weeping Water branch, at their re-
quest. He obtained a hearing in Nebraska
City, but there is some prejndice there ; he
Tabored in connection with Elder A. Young.

Bro. J. A. Meclntosh reported that he had

Jabored in’the missioli which was assigned
lmn first to the rhs..zssxpln and then'in his
‘own qumt\

7. Bro. Wn. Redfield reported that he hady

Jabored with Bro. Wheeler Baldwin, and
#hat with considerable good results.

" Two o'clock P. M.~Elder” A. Young re-
ported his mission in Nebragka, to June;
1863. Twenty members had been baptized
ingtead of 16, asreported inJune. He had
z\lao labored in other respects in Nebraska.
In reldtion to the complaint of Blder A.
Young, concerning his'labors in Nebraska
hrwmff been intraded upon by Elder D. M.
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Bros. Babbitt, D. M. Gamet and George
Morey reported.

Bro Nathan Lindsey reported his mission.
inIllinois. He found much prejudice, never-
theless he préached in connection with
others, and five were baptized by Z. H.
Gurley.

Bro. Frank Reynolds reported thatin his
mission through Iowa he preached, and of-
ten to large congregations. IHe baptized
several persons, and at Monmouth, IH.,
he found Jews who had lately purchased
lptsinJerusalem , preparatory togoing there.

"Llder E. I’ade reported that last winter
and spring he labored cousiderably with
Bro. Alexander McCord, and found people
mostly, favorably mclmed He expressed a
détermmatgon to do ail he can for the work,

Bro. George Medlock reported that he
had not labored much, owing to inability to
get away from homie. He said that he would

Tabor as much as he could.

Pres. Smith here spoke upon the necessi-
ty of Elders knowing that their families
were provided for or would be cared for in
their absence, and enjoined punctuality as
a virtue upon all the saints, that they ob-
serve al} their promises to the extent of their

ability, and that they should ever be cour-
teous, affable and kind to all around them.

Elder Leki Ellison reported that he hadla-
bored to the extent of his opportunities, in
the mission assigned.him at last Conference.

ElderGeo. Sweet and Elder John Jamison
reported. ’

Elder D. II. Bays reported that the last
mission which was given him, was in part
falfilled. e said fhat he had not followed
the pattern strxctly, and was consequently
pumshed but would do differently in futire.
Elder W. W. Blair reported that in con-
nection with Elder 8. W. Condit and others,
he hadlabpredin various parts of the bounds
of the western conference, and that they had,
as a result, baptized some seventy persons.

Oct. 7th, 10 A. M.—DBarton Parker re-
ported his migsion with others to Illinois.
He found the people very loth to receive
them, but by fasting and prayer the Lord
pxowered them. He baptized two in Towa
and Illinois. He was blessed"in adminis--

G amet the President said that the only|tering to the sick.

wrong Bro. Gamet had done, was the tredf:

8. W. Gondit reported confirming the re-’

ing of Elder Young with discourtesy, byt|port given by Bro. Blair, having been asso--
Lhat it did not mmhd‘tte the organization|ciated wish him.

of the Camp Creck bmneh heb and that

These reports were all received by the

brethren should be eareful in huounrr to{Conference, and the Elders expressed a de-

avoid 1nterfelmg with Gthers.

116 also said |termination to be up and doing to the full

that it was the duty of every Elder and|extent of their abilities and opportumtles,

Priest in the church to be activé in their
labors, not remaining at home idle, but to
be diligently cmploved in er, vm<“ 1cpe.zt—
ance to this generation.

REPORTS OF BRANCHES.

Plum Creek: 23 members., John Leekas
Pres., 1. B. Gaylord, Clerk.
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Camp Creek: 28 mem., John Jamison.
Pres., Henry Jamison, CIerI<

Fremont Co. Branch 53 mem., Wheeler
Baldwin, Pres Samuel -S. Wllcox Clerk.

Union Branch : 8 added and 1 child bless-
ed since last reported; James Putney,
Pres., Erasmus Campbell, Clerk.

Little River: 44 mem., George Morey,
Pres., Wm. Alden, Clerk.

Glenwood : 17 mem., Henry Kisby, Pres.
Rufus A. Gonsoily, Clerk.

Nephi: 28 mem., E. R, Briggs, P
B. Harrington, Clerk.

North Star: 4 added and 3 childreg blegs-
ed sincelast reported; Samyel Waldo, Pres.,
D. P. Hartwell, Clerk.

Galland’s Grovcx 186 mem., J. B. Hunt,
Pres,, 0. E. Holegmb, Clerk

Bigler's Grove: 26 mem. , Benj. Purcell,
Pres 0. 0.3 WIeHenry, Llerk

Omaha 18 mem., 4 Elders, 1 Teacher, 1
Deacon, George Hdtt} Pres., Joseph Gil-
bert, Clvrk; '

Farm Creeli: 20 mem., Samuel Badham,
Pres., Isaac M. Beebee, Teacher, Calvin
Beebee, Priest.

Raglan. §1 mem., including 3
Teachers, C. C. Streeter Pres
Maule, Clerk.

Creqcent City: 87 mem., 5 Elders, one
Priest, 2 added by baptism, 2 r@movals since
Inst report ; Jesse Copeland, Pres., James
B. Boren, Clerk

Qnawa: 19 mem., 8 removals, 1 death

since last report; Josiah Sumner, Pres.,
Jehn H. Hartley, Clerk.
-~ Gouncil Bluff: 40 men.,including 2 Sev-
“"“enties, 4 Elders, 1 Teacher 1 Deacon 4 ad-
ded by baptism, 7 by lettcr John Clark, |
Pres,, Benj. Allen, Clerk.

Boyer: 2 removals since last reporf.

Boomer: 27 mem., 2 Seventies, 5 Elders,
1 Bgjest, 1 Teacher, 1 Deacon. John W.
Roberts, Bres., George Wright, Clerk.

Weeping Water, Nebraska: 1 added by
baptism, 4 by request. Alphonso Young
Preg,, J. W, Waldsmith, Clerk.

Wheeler’s Grove: 24 mem., 2 added by
haptism, 1 by vote, 8 removed since last re-
ported. Jo n Sn;uth Pres., E. W. Knapp,
Clerk,

Little Sioux: 19 added by baptism, 1 by
letter. Silag W. Condit, Pres., Russell Ful-
lex, Clerk.

Upon question, it was decided that Presi-
dents of hranches have not the right to del-
egate their presiding authority to any one,
but that when he ig absent the next in au-
thority presides. He hag, however, the
right to call'to his assistance in aduumbten
ing, other Elders'in the branch.

The President gave some instruction to
the Elders, that it is their duty to preach

res., D.

3 Elders, 2
Donald

SEMI-ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

repentance and baptism, and it is also nec-
essary for them to preach obedience to the
laws of Gad, not to tear down others hut to
build uponthe syre foundation, also to teach
by example as well as by precept, also to
be sure to preach the gospel and not poli-
ties. It is no part of thejr business to in-
terfere in thoge things. There is no other
principle upon which iye can expect to en-
»{joy the Spiriy of Christ, apd be saved by
Him, but to live day by day ag though it
were the last day for us on earth.

14 P, M.—This afternoon wagdevoted to
preaching by J. A. Meclntosh and Joseph
Smith.

Oct 8th, 92 A, Y[—-—Thefollomnrrpersgns
havmg been baptized, opportunity haying
been given gn the 7th, they were now con-
ﬁrmed,

Elizabeth Fragier, born Jung 14, 1841, in
Oxford Co., Maine; Sumantha Ann Col-
well, born Oct. 17, 1834, in Oxford Cp.,
Maine ; Benj. Below, born Jupe 4,.1838, in
Robinson Co., Tenn. These were baptiged
by D, H. Bays, Oct. 7, 1863. The first two
were confirmed by Elders J. ‘A McIntogh
and George Morey, the lagt by Golby Donns
and John Lecka.

Joseph F. Speight, born in Leeds, York-
shire, England, April 30, 1826, baptized
Qct. 7, 1863, by D. H. Bays, coiifirmed QOgt.
8th, by C. Douns and Jolhn Leeka.

By the voice of the Conference, Elijah B.
Gaylord, Uriah Roundy, James Newberry,
John Smith and John Outhouse, were or-
dained High Priests, under the hands of W,
W. Blair and Joseph Smith.

By the voice of the Conference,” Rufus A.

Gonsolly, David H. Smith, Joseph F, Speight
and John W. Burton, were ordained Elders
by Elderg Josegh Smith and W, W, Blair.

Resolugd, That the counties of Shelby,
Crawford, Audubon, Guthrie, Dallas, Polk
angd Sage, b_e under the presxdency of J. A,
Meclntosh ; Mills, Fremont, Page and Taylor

Jlcounties, under Wheeler Baldwin; Decatur

and vicinity under George Morey ; Central
Nebraska, under George Hatt; South Ne-
braska under Elders A. Youngand Wm, A,
Litz; Harrison and Monona counties under
Silas W. Condit ; Pottowatomie and Cass
counties, under Hugh Lytle.

Resolved, That this Conference authorize
the Committee of Publication to publish the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, with sueh
corrections in arrangement as may be ne-
cessary.

Resolued, That licenses be given by this
Conference to the Elders who have not yet
received them.

2 P. M.-—The afternoon was devoted to
preaching, by W. W. Blair.

After adjournment the ordinance of bap-
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sisgg was administered oy Colby Douns, to
Ellen Chadburn, born in Philadelphia, Pa.,
July 8, 18475 Wm. Traver, bern May 28
1839, 'in La Poxte Ind.: David Wildi;
born Nov. 9, 1804, ip Lancashlre Enghnd,
couﬁrmed OCt 9tn and ordained a Seventy|S

by W. W. Blair, 7. Hougus angd George|

Mowy Emily Smith, bom \Iaxohla 1843
in \Vlltshme Dnﬂland These were con-
firmed Hof, ch by W. W. Blair, Thomas
Houfrus and C{GQL“‘G Morey.

Oct Sth.—By he voice of the Confer-
ence, C. G. McIntosh, D, B. Harrington and
JOSLph Speight, were ordained Seventxcs,
by W. W. Blair and J. A. McIntosh.

Bros. C. 6. Melntosh and D..B. Harring-
ton, wére appointed on a Mission to Utah.

Bro. Joseph F. Speight was appointed on
a Mission to England.

On Motion, The Conference requested all
the Elders, Priests, Teachers and Deacong
tobe dctive and diligent in laboring in thelr
respective offices, thereby magnifying their
calling.

Oun-Motion, Tt isresolved that *The New
Lute of Zion,” be recommended by this Con-
ference, as a singing book to be ased in the
singing schools in the church,

On Motion, Bro. James Crabbe was ap-]

pomted on a mission in Pike Co., Ill.,, and
its vieinity; Bros. Colby Downs and Lehi
Ellison, were appomtud to labor in Linn and
Benton counties, Towa, and vieinity., Bro.
_Alexander H. Smith was appointed to labor
with Bro. W. W, Blair, in the bounds of
the Western Conference.

Resolved, That the Annual Conference
convenc-at Amboy, Lee Co., Iil , April 6,
1864.

Nancy Henderson, born Jan. 18, 1835, in
Missouri, baptized Jct. 9, 1863, bv Joacph
Smith, confirmed by W. W Blalr Thomas
Hou(rus and George Morey.

W Bowers, boimn Ohio, Feb. 23, 1840,
baptizéd by ‘C. Douns, Oct 8th, and con-
firnied Oct. 9, 1868, bV W, W, Blau Geo.
Morey and Thomas Houfms Jacob Stoku-
born " Apul 12/ 1812, in Ash Co., N. C.
baptlzed and | conurrw as above. o

JUbEPH SMITH, Pres,
(A. Yooxe,
B, W. Knare, } Cleres.

LETTER FROM BRO. W W. BLAIR.

Bro. Smeex:—Our Conference closed
on the evening of the 9th, after a very
pleagant Session, and one full of thrilling
interest. The weather was, for the most
part very fine, although a few days pre-
vious to the 6th, it was very nnpromising,
and doubtless kept many away. On the
8th (Thursday) some two thousand were

{days of the first Joseph;
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present. During the four days we were
together, there was little or nothing to
mar the good order and peace of the vast
assemblage. Much goodinstruction was
given by our beloved President, and the

Saints seemed to be of one heart, and one
mind., The evenings were devoted to
prayer meetings. The Spirit of the Lord
was upon the people, and their hearts
were made to rejoice in the testimeomies
of the Lord which were given in tongues,
prophecy and spiritual  exhortations.
The Lord is giving us much- grace and
favor in the eyes of the people, for all
of which we praise his holy name. The
hearts of the saints were made glad in
having Joseph Alexander -and Pavid
with them. 'God help them fo carry out
and finish up, the great work which was
begun by their martyred father.

W. W. BLAIR.
Litlle Siouz, Jowa, Oct. 18, 1863,

LETTER FROM UTAH.
Drar Bro. SHEEN:

I write to inform you how we are pros--
pering here in the work of the last days,.
and £0 te]l you we want more Heralds.
There is a great ¢gll for them,

Bro. McCord returned from his mission.
to Ogden last evening. He baptized three-
up there, who werg old members in the.
one was Bro.
John Taylor, andong was Steven Malony,. .
and he reordained them elders, and they:

promised to do what they could to preach:

'|the glad news of the xeorganized Church
of Christ to all in their yicinity. Sister
Taylor withher husband, has alwaysheld
on to their first love, and opposed the
doctrine of Brigham Young with his ac--
cursed polygamous system. T ean only
say now our prospects are glorious at.
present of doing a great work here in re~
storing this people back to God from
whom they have strayed in the dark and

lcloudy day, and to obedience to the laws.

of the land which they have so inglori-
ously denounced heretofore. TIhear good
news from all parts of the territory. We
have baptized now 20 in all, and many
more are with us in faith. The saints
here feel to rejoice with unspeakable joy
inasmuch as the Lord has visited them:
again with the gifts of the gospel. and
with that peace of mind or love that cast-
eth out-all fear. May God bless his saints
in all the world with gifts and blessings
to glorify His holy name, and build.-up
His kingdom on the earth. -Truly the

Lord holds the reins in Ilis own hands,

www.LatterDayTruth.org



	Tuesday, October 6, 1863

	Wednesday, October 7, 1863

	Thursday, October 8, 1863

	Friday, October 9, 1863




