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["The author.of: this sernion -desires
his name and plaee 6f residence with=
held, that the effort: inay ‘vest entirely
upon its merits, neither. strengthenet
by the prestige he-imay -possess With
some, nor weakened by his lnck of -in-
Huence with others. Ed.]

Subject,—~INFIDELITY.

Even the imperfect narrative which .

historians :have given by shows  that
men. opposed . to: truth. have always
-adopted similar methodsy and though
these have differed- greatly in  details,
their general course has: always been
the same. .

We do not.pfopose hakitig a tinute
examination . of .the .intricate mazes
through: which .infidelity. has led its
march ;. but-shall be contented tor tiie
present with a general survey. of the
forts, arsenals, Weapons and iutiftiois
and methods of warfare oWhed; man-
ned:and employed: by the -foe ‘of the
humble-Nazarene. .. We notice that the
unbeliever plants himself usitally /ili
one of two pesitions. . He affirms eith=
er that the Bibl¢ is shown to be untrue
by internal evidence, or history and
science;. singly - or .combined, demon-
strate its.untruthfulness.

. If history is relied upon, . We answer
first; that it is an ibcompetent witness.

As no man can judge of the merits of 4
picture, unless at right distarices and
angles the light is thrown upon-the en-
tire view, so we cannot. judge the pic-
ture of .the: Bible,. claiming. to be di-
vine, by the partial; prejudiced, uncers
tain, contradietory accounts furnished
118 by profane historians. . It must also
be  remembered, that tlie Bible lays
claim to histotle ‘Wottlii -and the un-
prejudiced student of history is- com:
pelled to acknowledge that in this: re-
speet it possesses “stiperior merit; -at
any rate, we cantiot justly cast it aside
and fail to-consider-atid properly weigh
its stitements, When e appeal to his-
tory as a material witness in the. case.
We submit, that for the. following rea-
sons, profane history-cannot be relied
upon to impeach the validity and acers
racy of the Bible natrative:

- It lacks-eolnprehensiveness. - :So far
15-its lLight: ftom covetihg ‘the entire
fetd, that it gives but faint and: uncer-
taitt. reflections of undefined and. in
m:'my instances- i’iﬂaginary portions:
The blanks which it leaves are filled
either by the imagination of the histor=

-iith, which: by lipse of timebecome hal-

lowed:into historietil facty ovits chasms

<are bridged over by a. process called
- Teasoning, whieh i§vothing more than

comparison of the: knewn- to find out
the unknown, which must therefore be

unecertain and unsatisfactory, and

‘cannot by any ordinary stvetch of im-
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dginatioh assume the. dxgmty of histot-
ieal fact.

hot ascelt(nnyed'&nd ¢annot be, until
the unknown is explored. .. The un-
known may be Huch greater than the
known ;-in which: case, the revelation
of that great unknown histerical quan-
tity, might be-much more startling -to
‘infidels than anything they. have:eved
found in-the:Bibles. and: might'and
likely - would,
statements:at present received nsfaets,
that they woultl be foind t6: be start:
ling fictions iflsterd.:
tinetion, we note, must be made. be-
tween what'is teceived ‘afil-urged as
kuown, by infidels; wnd ‘thut which i#
actually known ;-fo¥ 1)1'ofessing to seek
after facts, and to bewilling to receive

Aeareful - dis-

pelled by publie eriticism-and: démand,
to give facts in suppott-of tlieireharges
and eriticisms.

As a'second-reason fol' disputing the

intallibility . of the 'world’s historieal -
record, we cite the tact' that the best -

elasy of histories, those termed:-vaguely
“authentic,”” are constautly: undergo-
ing revision:and.:change..  That:which
was received as dbsolutely true.in a
historical sense fifty - years -agoy isin

any instaness totibted or:positively

denied; as the old mists and fogs:-clear
and:-new and . stronger light
vomnes. This change, which:we: need
eifly wention, for.every one-of you-who

away,

degree of study and thought, knows: it
to be true, is fatal to theeclaim-of infal-
1ibility or absolute. truthfulness.
witness, who, surrounded by different

The 1elat10n qﬂant‘ttlvely]
speaking, which the lnstouoally known
bears to the :historically uuknown, is:

50 completely - modify -

That -

cxrcumstances and persons, and hiands

;]ed lw a d1ffe1ent lawyer, tells each
tinte a dlff%rent story, is not worthy of
Vbehef unless Suppolted by. strong col:

lateral'evidence. -

The appeal to seience is no less un:
satisfactory. Uuder this term, literal-
ly theaning knowledge, by a familiaf
protess” bkf”'enlarging the domain of
words without changing their etymolo.
gy, hag been inecluded all knowledge
terived froni a study of nature: direct-
1y ‘Wedo not propose to consider the
questionr whether seiente i nowunder=
stood:and the Bible agree or ditfer, bt

‘asin the euge ot history, we ' deny thy

reliability and tifallibility of the wits
ness. Ko man has yeb itadl the hardi
Hood te affirm, that e possesses or that
any one- else posdesyes a- eomplete

. knowledge of any sitigle branch of 'sci-
nothing else, they May “jistly be icom= -

enice. “Thére is Wefote every 'explorvet
in the ‘'seietitifie dotrain, an’ unknowlt,

“of whith he tai otily affivhy, that #thete

is bttt onhietliing he ktivws; and that: iy
that he knows nothing.” * Thus in

‘Heeking to try daild £oiidemn the Bible

by - a -scientifics standard; the “infidel

« stands; like the ancients at the pillars

of heércules, and measures the Bible by

his'knowledge of the:seas and-baysand

gulfs around-his native land, but never

takes into eotisideration, because he

fows nuthdn g dbout it, the great B}

: panse of unexplored waters before hin

T1e grasps ‘@ weapon, of the - temper,

“size-and ‘gensial teatures:of which he
confessedly knows:but little,; and stu-
has given the matter any- considerable

pidly and persistently declarves that
with it he can:demolish the great eivil-
izing and enlightening. force of: the
ages. IHavingseen afew:of -thé char-
acteristies;of the temple ofi fiuth; he
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avers that he possesses such complete
knowledge concerning all the rést, as
to be able by the light which they Te-
flect, to try a Tecord which contdins’ a

theory by which men have re‘ached’ﬂ'le‘i

highest ideals of goodness and great-
ness.’

have again and again demonstrated the
trith of the adage, *“When philosophers
set out te be foolish no folly is equal to
theirs.” But ‘we must hasten to the
other br anch of ' our subJect

Infidels urge that the claims the “Bi-

ble makes for itself, for God, and’ for’
God’s people, are all” “‘unreasonable.’”

This charge implies the eréstion, in
theil minds at least, of a certain stand-
ard, called by them reason.  What is

this? If they urge that it is outside of,
and above human experience and pow--
er, they seek to lead into the spiritual

and inspirational domain; but are not
willing to enter thérein when led by the
Christian, or Bible believer; and if they
affirm that itis something within the
pale of human experience, then we ask
what kind or- class of human experi-

ence condemns the Bible ¢ That of in-

fidels, of that of Christians? Such a
scrutinizing inquiry robs the infidel of
at least half his stock in trade, which
consists in the charim there is formany

minds in the averment, theé positive-

ness of which is only equalled by its
carelessness, ‘It is not . reasonable.”
More clogely examined, reason is found

to be that faculty of the human mind, "

by which it compares things known to
ascertain things unknown. * Galileo
compared his knowledge of rotary mo-
tion and the facts his rude telescope

‘The ‘pretended certainties of
science are born of the repeated asser-
tions of that class of secientists, who

revealed with reférence to- the dppear-
anes, disappearance and reappedrance
of ‘the sun’s spots, and coneluded from
suell eomparison, that thie sun revolved,
upon its aXi§ But had eithier of the
known quantities heen ‘wanting;' the
uniknown could not have been  discov-
ered.  Thus it appem‘s, that knowledge
is the instrument which reason uses to
enlarge her domain; and that, therc-
foi'e, concerning that'of which we have
no knowledge we cannot teason. - Tle
infidel affirms lis disbelief in certain
things be‘c;mse he has no knowledge of
them, little thmkmg that tliereby he
confesses lumsclf unablu to" submit
them to the ordeal of reason :and that
therefore, as against lim, who, with
equal eredit for honesty and veracity,
claims knowledge of them, he isan iu-
competent witness, and “thaf in any
court of our land he would be denied a
hearing. In France, where the “Re'gn
of terror,” born of the worship of the
“goddess of Teason,” drenched Paris
with blood, a'different rule applies.
We must, then, in order to be accur-
ate and just, discriminate between the
childish dttempts of those who blatant-
ly affirm that such and such things are
not reasonable, and the calm and dil-
igent efforts of those who possess
knowledge and are seeking to inerease
it by the familiar reasoning process.
We may perhaps stiate here, with as
much advantage as at a more advanced
stage of the argument, the clear and
grand distinction between intidels and
Christiang: The former is using all
the force, ingenuity andridicule, which
he can command, to destroy the belief
that'a revelation has come from God to
man, pointing “out the tealities and
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glories of a future state and bidding
men walk. in certain clearly defined
paths in order to receive a blessed state
after death ; the latter plants himself
upon this platform: \

himself to you.”

to you that the Bible is not true;”” the

Christian enters, wades methadlcally'
through what are called demonsﬂa-)
tions, and finds them to be slmply thei

conclusions. of the scientist, without

warrant of fact. . The Chrlstlan invites

the infidel into his l.tboratorv, and asks‘, .
to. ap-.

him in all fairness and candor,
ply the test of his demons}tration,’ but
the unbeliever will not go. . Loud and
many times impudent in . his declnm-

tion that the Christian will not submit.

to a demonstrating plocess the differ-
ences between them, he now, when the
test is qpphe(l leveab not only his
weakness and the weakness of his po-
sition, but his moral eowardice also. -

In regard to the portions of the Bible

which are averred to be unworthy of be-
]ief, we can only speak in a general
way. We notice-fixst that they are
nearly always those parts the existence

of which is immaterial to the quesmon

of salvation. Moreover, built as we are
upon the foundation of revel atmn fIOIIl

God, both individually and coylflectlvely, o

our position iy absolutely impregnable
in this_regard. If through human
Wedknmb, either doctnnal or hlstonc-

al erTors have (,Iept mto the 01(1111@11137‘ )

received versions of the floly Seript-

ures, we as a people need give ourselves ,

1no. uneasiness; for God in his ¢wn

“God has reveal-
ed himself to us; and if you will pom\-f
ply with his conditions he will reveal f
The . 1nﬁdel says to.
the Christian, “Enter into my SCleIltlf-i
ie laboratory, and T will demonstmte:,

. time and way, according to our faith,

will correet error by ﬁeveznli‘ng irath,
‘We note also and wish especial atten-
tion directed to this thought, that. the
puijﬁg, the nobility, the beneﬁc_én(;e of
tlxe‘liﬁgtelljoilled by Christ upon his fol;
lowers,, have never been successfully.
disputed. . Of all the benefactors of
the humdn race. mﬁdelb have, not been
able to show one equal to the humble
Nazmene So long as the tedclnngn
"md life of Chmst remain 1mpleorndble
to the attacks of unbehevers S0 long s,
the v1ctory ours; 80 long as this the
very citadel and high towm of our f01¢
tress of truth remains, ‘jus,:t solong may
we laugh at every. ‘maue‘u\‘rer of the
foe. 1n connection With’ this thbught
we. present the d.ddltlondl one: Infi-
dels. are always seel\mg to get as far
away a8 possible from a discussion and
considération of principle. = Their ap-
peal is not to men’s love of right and
truth; for if it w ere, they would ap-
peal to Chrlst for there as no where
else, are found the Dbasic pnnmples
which have appealed to the commoi
feelings of humcunty as bemg Jll‘ot am.
vight. ~ There as nowhere else, arg
found the sear chmgy,,, though_pl ofound-
1y simple; expositions of human nature;
thele, as, Jnowhere elbe, my fnendb, are
found, unswelvmg integrity, dlgn]ﬁed
bacuﬁce, yearning love and god-hl\u
wisdom. TIf the mﬁdel were b€d,101]1110
for these thmgs, and seekmg to ac-
eomphsh no other and snnstel purpose,
he w ould bow- the reverend knee at the
CroSs of the gledt exemplcu of tluth and
nghteousness It an unbehwel could
be found who plesented as much tmth
in his whole hfe ab Chust plesented in
one day, infidels would never tire of
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pointing to.him as a successful rival of.

the Christian’s Savior..

In this connection we wish also to
point to the fact, that mﬁdels to the
latter day work, and the fruits thereof,
pursue-the same-course and.use:the
same weapous which hiﬁdels to the Bi-
ble have always pursued and used,
The attacks upon the Book of Mormon
and Book of Doctrine. and Covenants,

have been marked with the same viru-

lence, the same questioning with refer-

ence. to origin, transecribing,. publica-,

tion, etc.; which have marked the zitf
tacks of infidels upon the Bible.
Bible, the Book of Mormon, the Book
of Doetrine and Co_vemmts’;.;all) enjoin
holiness of life in order to salvation.
Is this attacked? Suppose it could be
shown that they enjoined unholiness of

life in order to salvation, what then?

Would infidels pass over this part of -

the record in silence ?

The Bible has its ark, the Book of
Mormon its ship that bwught Nephi
and (,ompamons to America ;
has its Urim and Thummim, and the
Book of Mormon its ball and directors;
thie Bible teaches the doctrine of ven-
geance, and the Book of Doetrine and
Covenantsis objected to for the same
reason. Thus we might increase the
volume of evidence that proves corélu-

sively that infidels to divine truth have.

in all ages adopted similar methods.
Christianity comes teaching certain
principles, and insisting upon these as
the only essential thingsin the message
brought.
upon this ground, and thus admits the

correctuess of the Christian’s theory..

admit the
exalted -character of your Clrist and

The infidel says, as it were,**1

The.

the Bible |

The infidel refuses to fight

the purity and holiness of the prinei-
pleb you teach put I have somewhat of
fault o find with the means by whlch
you came mto possesswn of those
truths. * Your house s good enough to
live in -and. altogeter too strong
for .me to tear down, but I will not
comae mto it and dblde there, for ac-
cmdmg to my notmns there are some

. unreasonable thmcrs connected with

your aceount of its electlon. An_ ex-
amination of the bmldmg 1eveals noth-
ing 1otten nothmg 1mperfect deform-
ed, nothmg that does mnot conduce to
the Weltcue and happiness of its in-
matea .but 1 fear there is somethmg

- unsound: 4bout your belief as to how

the timbers were in the first place form-
ed, or ‘by what means they were brought
into position and fitted to each other
with such marvelous accuracy. Until
these: fears are allayed, and Gryou‘can
demonstrate according to my standard
that the magnificent stluctme ‘which
T confess is supenor to anythmg else,
was erected accmdmg to human reason,
I must remain outside, though I con-
fess a-longing for the comfort and hope
whicli you say you feel within the pro-
tecting walls of your Christian  doc-
trine.

Jrielly summarizing we note again :

listory and science are iacompetent
witnésses against the Bible and Chyis-
tianity, beécauge they . lack comprehen-
siveness, testify to different and con-
trary things, are constantly cha’nging
their )miknt of view,
things i a ditferent light.

and looking af
They are
unstable withesses; in fact they know
but little about that of which infidels
seek vo make them testify, and. are to-
tally —fu‘nworthy of belief, unless sup-
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ported by other more veliable evidence:

Hurian reason is but an’ apphcatmn ’
of human experience—d companson of

hno“n facts for the purpose of discov-
ering those which are niot known.
on that, therefore, concerning which
weé have no knowledge, we connot rea-

son. ITe, theréfore, who asserts that

hie knows nothing of any other world

than this, thereby confesses that he
can not reason concerning ‘any other
world’ or ‘concerning the ‘truths, prin-

ciples and laws of any other world. In-

fidels are therefore incompetent to
reason upon the Bible, a book largely
of laws, truths and facts concerning
a nothér world.
experience—of infidels that is against
Clhiristianity; that of Christians, the
only ones competent to Teason upon it,
iz allin its favor.

The infidel’s challenge to’ investiga:

tion within the laboratory of seience, if
we permit this witness to be heard, has
been many times accepted by the

U

Tt is the reason-—the

Christian, ~ The Christian’s challerige
to investigation by direct appeal ‘to
God, the infidels have never accepted:

The infidel attacks what he claiis to
be bad about'the Bible ; but he will not
accept and act upon what he confesses
to be good. "~ This shows that hisreal
object is to oppose - these’ good 1)111]()1<
plés, though he will niot ditectly attack
them for lack of either show or re‘thty
of evidence against them.

Finally, whatever unbelievers mily
say or do; the golden precepts of the
Bible, B'o‘o:k of Mormon, ‘and Book of
Doctrine and Covenants; are grand
and eternal truths, on which if we ‘re-
1y, no power shall ‘be able to move us
from the brightiiess and cértaiilty‘ of
ourhope in Christ. The move thorough-

“ly these truths are-investigated, tlie

more glorious they appear, hence eriti-
¢ism should be inyited, not avoided;
but an appeal to basic principles should
always be made, rather than pursuing
a less comprekensive course.
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THE CHURCH AND THE WORKING MEN.

The titme was when in our land there
Wi nio recognizéd antagonizin between
the working classes’ and the -churehes,
1tis a new problem in out eivilidation:
The canse should be eusily distoverea
by unclouded eyes. - Fifty -yoars ago,
aristocratic pretensionls were ‘]OO‘k’ed
trpon’ a8 vagaiies ‘ard tredted with cons
tempt. © In the ‘chuf¢hes’ ‘people felt
hothing of the ¢hill of caste. A glance
ut the centers of pbptilatloil miust coi-
vinee us that mow all is changed.
’i‘here is an evulent nV(Lhy Hi the elee=

cial and oratorical qmiiﬁm’hdnq of thé :
The poverty of the working: -
man’s hote is accentuated by compan- :

ministry.

son with the richtiess of the sanctuwry

The chief séat i3 vivid with purple and |
* present’conditions, it is sheer folly to
“talk‘#bout the rith and the poor meet-
““ing together i the’ Hose of God? the

“fine linen. ~ Outside theé hotige of God
exists 4’ social ‘aristoctacy; bulWarked
By ‘inferior cliqu#s, aiid governed ‘by
tinwritten rules, marking gistinctions
betweeri man and man. We lLiave a
moteyed amstocmcy, a poh’mcal dieta-
torship, landed ‘proprietors, & rapidly-
increading - tenant ﬁbpulatlon, the
“workingman” »nd the “tramp.” With
the vast augmentation of wealth in
the possession of the few-and the in-

creasing. pressure of (poverty-in the
homes of the many, the time is at-hand

when there will: exist between classes
gulfs as impassable as that Letween
Dives and Liazarus. . Intensifying so-
cial struggles arve wotking a transform-
ation in the chard®terof the chureh, as

is manifest from the new terminology :

coming into general use, suech ‘‘star
preachers,” - “first-elass  churches,”
“weulthy congregation,” and *‘our pout
charges.” The observer of this is fotitid
in the expressions of the workingmen :
“We can’t dress well enough to go to
chureh ;”* “your leading members don’t
notice us on the street;” *“*your preach-
ers run atter the rich ;» “the ministers

C¥Yine laws?

side againstus in the mattei of strikes.”

If present social conditions can be . ;ms-
tified, these: phases, caught from ‘the
lips of the toilets, aie simiply excuses
ingpired of the devil for non-attend-
ance upon religiousservices. The dis-
content has, however, “a Basis in'fact;

“but they wht give utterance to it'do
“Hot' understaid the undellymg prin-

ciple, alid hence eatt not foxmumte it.
With social intetjilility among members

“thitside the chiiteh, “there can not be

religiossocial 8fuality: within it; “The
great htiman Hgart of the people voi-
prehiends in ‘sofife riieastre the fact tliut
Christianity 1§ fiot & cethent to hold u

“¥ich veneer tb'a body ‘'of inferior nmtel

ials, but.a’ furhaee to fuse 4l élemeiits
into 'one hothogeneous mass: TUnder

Joor decling the invitation. How can

the, church regain’ inflilence with the

workingmen'? By’ teaohmg God’s"will

‘goncerning sobidl ghestions whilé in-

sisting tpon: pUrely spirituisl mattets.
Hy prepetitihg Christ as’ the Soi of
man as ‘well ‘4s the Son of God. "By
predéling morality aldiig with religion:
For what purpose did God fill the store-
Thouses of nature ¥ Are toil and pover-
ty the otitcome of God’s intention, or
#re they the results of vidlations of di-
Has religion anything: to
do with business, social, and political
questions ¥ Doés God ‘design-thie boun-
ties of nature for the henefit of a fav-
ored few, or to supply the natural crav-
ing of all men? Did Christ intend
that his doetrings should burn selfish-
ness out of the hHuman heart, secure
justice for all, aitd abolish involuntury
poverty from the world ?  Are present
conditions just, and, if not, where doe¢
the injustice inhere? Shall the ¢hurch
be supported by & “‘better class,” and
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be constituted the protector of the
tights of property;or shall it be tle
friend and champion of the poor and
helpless? The church i thonght to
have given exclusive attention to_spiz-
itual truths; and to be positive in. its
denunciation of only sueh evils as are
brohibited By civil statutes. . It has in-
sisted upon thé command, ‘“‘Love the

Lord thy God with all thy soul,” ap-
parently in the belief that the enforce-

tnent.of this doctrine. would result in

the abolition of all the evils that affiiet

society ; while the equally itipoftant
and binding injunction, ‘“Love thy
neighbor &8 thyself,’’ has beefi teiterat-
ed, but riever thoroughly defingéd and ex-
plained. It a small pbrCenmge of the
volumes in our theological libraries had
been devoted to a disclission of man’s
duty .to his fellow-man, the thought
and investigation essential to such: a
consummatxon would have bxought
light to great realms of  present dark-
ness; The church has heen reaching
down into a sin-polluted pool to rescue
1nd1V1du‘Lls, but has given little atten-
tion to the. causes which render the
pool impure. ‘Why do_covetousness
and class distinetions prevail ?. Mani-
testly becaunse the rewards of society—
ease, pleasure, popularity— are heaped
upon those who possess wealth.  Iow
does it happen that the hounty Gud
has provided for all leii i3 eitjoyed by
a class to the exclusion of the masses ?
'The solution of this. problem. involves
the examination of an iadustrial sys-
tem which proluces such results, and a
comparison of it with the‘spiri‘t of the
teachings of our Savior,. ~Such. .a. pro-
eedure would soon array all the forces

loyal to it in tlie ultimate result.

of righteousness against the rilers of

‘!thé-darkness ‘of this*'world, work the

purification of society; and bring about
the réign of universal pedce. Such are
sorze of tlie questions that mustbe in-
vestigated,  answered; or, ignored.
Evils are 1ot hghted by bulwarking
those who profit by them, but by listen=
ing to the clamor of the oppreised. . If
they are ignored, the L\ljoung men will
resolutely. spurn the iny 1t«!,twns of a

‘Gospel that has a promise of eternity,

bt that does not compel justice in the
conduet of its professors lete. If an
honest and impﬂrtml nnestlgdtwn be
made; if the toﬂem see that the chmch
is smcerely dlleOUS to protect thent
from the rich men:who keep back their
hire, to coudemn the usury that de-
vours widows’ houses, to stand as. a
mountuin cliff in the way, of oppus»
sioft and injustice,. thon they will flock
fo it as doves to the \VllldO\VD, and “be
The
social ploblem fitnst be worked out by
the followers. of the peasant - philosos
pher in whose. doctrines the wear y and
heavy-laden find regt, , The saints will
again have charge of Caemu s household
and men will no longex hatp the: name
of God.—C. M~ Morse, n the Forum for
Febtuary.
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