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ter of Isaiah
14ih verged

From the 29th cha
I select the 13th
whick read thus:

«Wherefore, the Lord said, foras-
muoh 22 this pecple draw near me
with their mouth and with their
lips do homor me, bub have re
oved thair heavis far from me and
their fear toward me iz taught by
the precepts of men, thersfore, be
hold, I will procsed to do a marvel
ous work among this people, evena
marvelous work de a wonder, for
the wisdom of their wize men ghall
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perish and the understanding of
their prudent-men shall be hid.”

I make no attémpt tonight to dis-
guise the fact that, as a minister, I
represent 2 body of religioniststhat
1i8 being looked upon. as occupying,
to say the least, a very ‘Anonialons
position, a peculiar people }mdeed

I take opportunity here'a
get, however, to -state that it seenis
a little peculidr to ‘48 that’a body
,of Bxble behevers should find 1t nec-

"'sons that “are bemg 'assfgned” by
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‘,others,makmlg 3 like claim with us,

- then aff r.makmg a fau' comparison
.of the views, . the arguments, the
,lldeas presented or in other Words,
..the Teasons for the vanou thmgs,
b,;fto be able to Judge as to which of
";the number has been able to draw
__from the word of God the greater
,imeasure of warrant and support. It
. may be possible tonight that in con-
w,:mdenng this sub)ect, 1 shall re-can-
| vags ground that has been frequent-
ly traversed by me and others while
‘upon this stand in the past, when
'Hfurmshmg a reason for the hope
.. that is w1thm .ug, and I offer no
“,‘apology if I shall do thlS, for the
._Teason that that whmh shall prompt
_.me to do it tonlght is precxse‘y the
same mﬂuenee that has prompted
‘me tg}oﬁ?er these game reasons in
. the past. 'lhero are mose, and pos-
sxbly in our mtdst tonight, who
__,earnestly and smcerely des1re to
know what possible ground can be
. found in the word of God tor a
nodv of rehgwmsts known by the
. name of Latter Day Saints in the
. world, to stand upon. The chapter
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his paleness, znd 1o evder -‘L%_:mt 35
understanding of ihis eay be had,
it may be well, possibly to call your
attention fo what you have lsarned
in the paet when reading the word
of God, viz., that there was a time
after the death of Bolomon, -ths
king of lsyas- and J‘piaaq when a
divislon touok place in whith Iefasl
was separated fromn Judab, and 1n
courss of tims each of these in their
turn were taken captive by differ-
ent rulers, and from that time for-
ward, so far as the Bible speaks of
them inacy way, they are referved
1o as ths ‘‘oulosste of Jarael” and
the ‘‘dispersed of Judabh.”  From
that tinse until ihe present, history

has never {urnished us any pground
i /

for the belief that they have ever
been brought into a ocondition- of

e
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umiby again, sush as they enjoyed
prior to the desth of Solomon, but
the prophesies do sbound with testl-
mony in regard to the coming of a
{ime whan such re-unicn will take
place, and in fact, I may stats here
withous any fesr of being tnecessial-
iy contradictad, that this forms the
mawmn theme of all the prophetic ut
terances from Isaiab Malachi;
that wherever Israsl or Judah 18 re-
ferrved to ag ths scatiered and peel-
od, the broken snd divided, they avs
reterred to in language that expresses
sadness over that condition, but
nearly always supplemsented by the
announcement thas after that God
had rendered unte them sufficlent
by way of punishment for their
wrongs, he would gather them and
unite them together agsin and make
their 1ast condition beiter then sven
their firgt, and that the Master him-
self, the Messiab, who, besause he
failed to come according to their
carpal expectaiions was rejected by
them, shall indsed appear to fulfill
their grandest hopes in relation to
him, when his sacred feet shall lit-

B
t

www.LatterDayTruth.org



-6
L4erdlly press “the soil of:aPalestine
“iand this'earth that - God- has made
“His footstool,-and when his- sceptre
+ ghiall dve-wielded ' as*a-- gceptre - -of
Mﬁower ‘and- nghteousness and - When
s -gvery-knee shell “bow and recognize
“him- asngof kmgs and- Lord of
wolords; 4 e
- Borie of: these * prophets have “To-
- fereed-to the inc¢ipient-stages-in‘the
igreat ™ ‘restoration work, - and~this
‘prophet; Isaiah~in his 29th chapter,
«takesoccasion as"in-other-places; to
ssrefer-to-the means-God intended to
eemployvm brmgmg about this-won-
“.drous culmination.* This‘was done,
‘+I-apprehend, ‘with-a view of putting
“uall’those who would afterwardsread
~4nd believe; upon-their-guard, Jest
i:they--should - be -deceived - -by - the
“yoice uttered in the- -desert; or-=in
«4he-gedret chamber; > Lo~ -here ia
iGhrist;* And Loy there is Christ!”
~They-might-know by’the' outlnings
:'and forecastings-of -inspiration::the
+‘yery-hne of -march thatthe ‘Son-of
iyl would elect to pursuein aceord-
~anee with his Father’s-appointments
‘when the - times ~had been - fulfilled

LATA LA
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and the-great culmindting:work was
10 ‘be: ushered in, <. Jesus mater-the
announeement-to the ‘peopls::who
had disearded him: at:hisappearing;
<How: often: would-Ihave gathered
you together-as ahen gathereth her
brood funder her-wing;biit:yé: wonld
noty-therefore your house.islefit uin-
to: you -desolate:” = Again’ heimaid,
#tAnd-Jerusaleny:: shall . be::trodden
down/f the (Fentiles until?=<I want
you to understand that-I emphasize
that v word—«UNTi the-times:nof
the-Grentiles:be fulfilleds? soun Hual

When: that:prediction was:nttared
there;were no:surrounding: Sirgum-
Btances to:indicate s likelihduduwof
dts Sulfillment: . After:it had & fud-
fillment-and-years:-had; "pasded-by,
-there were: found sno surroundeng
serroumstances:ihat indieatedmghe
‘@ restoration siwork,
-butthesame:Spirit thatiled:the Hon
7of God to:prongunpesthel propheay
tof distress, overthiew: and:ealanity,
-alsoled the propheg: ‘ thats rpreeedad
‘himi to testify of asubsequent’ res-
“toration,;s when the curse :should:be
<litted from the Gentile-troddeniland
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and when after its removal, the
light that was connscted with the
anecient glory of Israel should be
flaghed upon it again, and when Js-
rusalem would etand as 2 challenge
t0 every eye and every ear and
heart thas loved the sight and sound
of the beautiful, and felt prond in
bagring the nams of an leraelite in-
deed; and that back to the land
their thonghts will turn, whils an
ambition would spring up within
them to move back and occupy the
" land once famous and glorious when
inhabited by their {orefathers.
With this statemens, I ask you to
consider that everything outlined
by the Savior has had it fulfiliment
‘aocordingly; thers were no state
ments mads in 8 haphszsrd or -
regulsr way; the Bavior wae not
hers t0 present sensationai idess
‘and then 811 in his startling state-
ments with langusge that had no
particular significance, except as
mere filing, but severy word heve,
ss I understand it, was fulfilled
with sn exaciness that only Divinity
could locate within i, and if I bave
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" correctly stated the matter in de-
claring that the same. Spirit moved
the prophet previous to this, then
I am pledged as a consequencs,
{when I acceps this 29th chapter of
Isniah a8 3 partof the work of that
ingpiration) to believe that szome-
where away down the stream of
time gubseguent to the fulfiliment
of the Savior's prediction againet
Jerusalem, there wounld be introdue-
ed upon this earth what the Lord
here was pleased to call a marvel-
ous work and a wondar, s something
that would come in direst contact
with everyihing thai the world's
wise men pronounce good in go&-
pel sense on earth, and againat
which the wisdom of the wise would
be arrayed, and against which the
testimouny of the prudent would be
hurled, and against which ths sac
sivity of the age in whisch if was in-
troduced would bs directed. If,
therefors, we are living a8 we all
believe, 1o the naighborhood of 1800
y68Tr3 OY perhaps more, later in ths
world’s hisgtory then the time of the
fulfillmens of the Savior’s prediction

www.LatterDayTruth.org



10

régarding Jerusalem; it-is but: meet

tHat wa shially in view of '‘what:-light

wemay gather from the scriptures;

take:arefully our religiotg-or theo-
logicalsoundings; begin to-east about

sy Af yowrwall,-and- - Tearn - -whether
thecagesan ~which we live;:.the
‘ociesyof which:weiform-a ‘part;is
ovig Hot;itobe direetly.affected by
Mhesirirodaction : of  the kind ‘of
-work: here:prophesied: of.... this

nréasonable? e
#¥gpithe: outaet -1 taeltly admttted
thitiwe were: considered:-a -peculiar
‘people. +One of the peculiarities
‘cotigists in-the fact that 'we::belteve
we:are associated: direetly with. the
fulfiliment ot thig:propheey fouand
Anitlre Y9th-cliapter--of . Tsaiahy” that
s#hie-enterprise in-which all-our spir-
“itnal-and moral forces are: now iem-
‘barked, 19°'the'enterprise here spoken
‘of by the Aditighty:as - <‘a “matvel-
.ous work and a~wonder;” that was
46 belooked -upon -in- ‘surprise: by
“gverybody -on-earth: who-had: “béen
following ‘the lines of -theology sug-
‘gésted by’ those whose -wisdoni' 'was

seumiply human; -a’ class ‘of - people; 1

www.LatterDayTruth.org



1r

understand; whose fear toward God
wan'being taught by-the precepts’of”
méen; ‘an’ age of the world ~whewthé
véice of revelation: was ot being~
héard, a-¢ondition of -affairs, which~
wag the natural consequence ofthe:
long absénce: ‘'of the light®of« God:-
had formerly beemrin:-the habit®of::
throwingupon-earth affairs; "‘especi’”
ially whefe: his - govemmem} ot
church’was- interestedi~ » +t v mrmvon
~Inmaking-‘a" statement::of- skhlsf
character, ‘of “course, “we+chillenge«
alb-that is-within”the mind ‘of. #hes
thoughttul inthe *way' of-criticismi:
and-we-are required; even'mofe:théms
ever:-before; to-furnish ‘rome’ of the”
reasons why we-hdve-what they edli:
the audacity or-brazen-effrontery; td
believe that ‘@ people 8o terriblycdess
spised, & people to-whony thé-werkd
givego-littleiseredit' - of--honor Heott’
evenhonesty shiould lay~eélsim to?
such 'wondéerous recognition “at-the:
handg-of: God ‘ag seems: to e fores-
shadowed 1n-a-prophecy‘of-thiskind. ™
LA man was once approacheéd’ by
ab’individusl who-had séenxthe-Bak
vior; and’ information-had been con-:
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vayed to his mind in regard o this
Savior. After learning of the place
of his birth or origin, he looked up
a8 1 have ssen people look since, and
turning 1 2 vein of inguiry and
possibly surprise to the one bring
ing the tidings, he #ald: “Can any
good thing come out of Nazareth?”
The man said, “Come and sse,”
that iz sll. The trouble is the
game in thie aps of the world—the
people khave been thinking more
about INazareth then that which
cams out of it. They have been
ligtening {o all that hasg been said
and publisbed about this modern
Mazareth, snd havs been more feady
to believe our religion base, beeanss
of 1ts hiumble envirvoments, than {o
acoept proof of its divinity from
thoss who were the only ones gual-
ified to speak the truth 1n regard to
the question at hand. The procls
mation has been made and has been
respondad toin a similay guestion,
Can any good thing come out of
what the world iz pleassd to call
Mormoniem? OCan anything good
have besn appcoisted with these
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humbls sonditions connected with
its incipient stages and the tuan
against whose charaster the world
has made it ite especial business to
hurl invietive snd sunathema? Can
any good come cub of it? Al we
osn g8y 18, “Come Anp szm.”

In looking over the sudiense to-
aight, 1 take it for granted that
soms hundreds of pe LL} are hers
who bave heeded the advics to come
and ses-—have oome laden with
thege peonilar prejudices that were
begoaiten within thsre by what the
Lord baz ealled, “The wisdom of
the wize,” and alse the undersiand-

ing orthe gl dent of
197 have

earth, and in so i’m ax b
commitied thomeslves to an honest
investigation, they have Deen sn-
abled to gather a something akin to
that gatheved by Mathamel on the
ogoagion when he heeded the ad-
viga of Phillip in former days, and
they are fonnd 1 ww, as Nathaniel
was of old, E}ear” ng witness to what
they slaim {0 bs a div zﬂitv in that
which came out of thiz modern
Marareth, asserting 3.1 earieaely
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everywhere from the sunple faot "
that they have found in it the~ m-~
disputable evidences of - 1dent1ty
with the doctnne and expenenoes '—
of 1800 years ago. Ithas brought
them into familiar’ family assoem-
tion with God and  Christ. ~ They™
found it fortified by all the hlstorm,
prophetlc and ‘dootrinal testimontes”
ot the Bible, a.ud it furnished - ‘thesi ™"
ameans of proving that God and
Christ were just what they claimed’
to be—unchangeable, 1mpa.rt1a 5
the same for ever and - to all” m

What ’ohen 18 our falth? Lt me -
stop here and consxder 3 thought
One of the most’ surpnsmg thmgs
in ‘conneotion ‘with this ‘marvelous’
work that strikes the thmker, “who
has been educated under " thé - tra-"
dition of the’ present age, is the
claim that there is someﬂnng espec-’
1ally d1v1ne m oonneetlon w1th 1fs '

orgamzed by divine - cominand;’
that these people ‘claim to" ‘Teceive
the ministration of angels; tliét'
they claim to be'in direct ¢ommun-
ion with the Eternal ~himself; that"
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in other.words, . all _that. character-
1z6d the experience of earlier years
of /Chrigtianity, for which Christ
wag;responsible, 18, characteristic of
the gospel they. are .advocating, or
the faith they are. proclaiming to-
day. -To.any who.may be. present
whe entertain feelings of  surprise
in this direction, let.me, offer a sim-
ple.question,—Is it or not, accord-
g to your thinking, a truth.that is
uttered .in the Bible 'in .80 many
places and . ways, I am God, I
- change not.”. . That . he is. without
¥ariableness.or, shadow of turning,
the same :yesterday-—the past,; to-
day—the present,.and - forever—the
Afuture. Arethese statements true in
Taking it for granted thatyou agree
with me that.they are true; can you
:ineonsistency with that' thought

my faxth that wherever : the
k{toot«prmts of. thls \great unchange-
-able God shall be discerned among
the. people on  earth—wherever
they. shall be found, they . must
bear & close resemblance with, them-
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‘j\

solves. as they appeared to the eyes
of the peopls when they were dis
corned in the earlier years? (an
he be :mchamgeaﬂe and yaf, materi-
ally differ iz his actions of the pres-
ant and past? Dms not the siste-
ment further made that “God is no
respector of persone,” in connection
with the other statement that he is
our comraon Hather and hath ereat-
ed us and hath made of one bloed
all the nations of men to dwell up-
on all the face of the earth and hath
determined the timee before ap-
pointed and the bounds of their
habitation,” clearly indieate thst
God is az responsible for the fact
and time of my birth as he was
regponsible for the existence of
Peter, James and John and the
times of their birth? In other
words, if he 15 my Father as well as
Peter’s Father, and has certified
that he is no respector of persong—
that he loves all his ohildren alike,
is 1% not natursl for ms to presume
upon that statement that, if I shall
live and act in the same manner as
they 4id, he will treat me dn pre-
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17

cisely the samesmanner as he treat-
ed them? Is this " unreasonable?
If ec, we are an unreasonable peo-
ple, because that is one of the feats
ures that helps make us appear
marvslous.

Further than this, taking this
statement 1n§0 account, we natural-
lv fsel ourselves pledged to the
belief 1hat the great God who
authorized the writing of what we
fied in the New Testament with a
view to the instruction of the
psople, Intended that the acceptance
of, and faith in, that testimony as
manifested in the observamce of
what 1t enjoined, should make dis-
ciples unto Christ or followers of
Christ and of God, no maiter in
what age of the world that testi-
mony should happen to be thus
received. Hence, believing 28 we
have declared ourselves to do, in
the unchangeability and impartial-
ity of God and of Christ, and
taking it for granted as a truth
that the Holy Spirit so frequently
referred to 1n this word is a part
of the greas Trinity of which =o
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many strange ideas ?ira entertained,
wea naturally ars commitied to the
thought thatit 8 one with them
in sentiment, one in every purpose
relating to the children of men,
and now I ask the questien, (and
you will pardon the very common-
place methods I introduce tonight
for the eake of making myself
understood by the ycungest child
that ean think) hsve you sny
reason for believing that the
Almighty is dead? Have yon any
reagon  for believing _ that the
Son of Man is dead? Have you sny
reasons for believing that the Holy
Spirit hae ceased forever to exist?
Have you any veason for believing
that all the angels of God ave
dead? I apprehend you will say
with me, “No, we have not the
first reason for believing this,” or
in other words, we do not believe
they are. Pardon me then if I ask
you & question that will seem 2
little more harsh than this. Do
you belisve that the Father, the
Son, the Holy Spirit or the holy
angels have gone ouf of or changed
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their business? Have they ceased
to. operats? If so, please answer
me bow oan I sustain the claim of
unchangeability if 1t be attacked by
infidels? How am I going to do
it if these have gone out of the
original business? Ip the name of
resson, I ask where is there a
single passage of soripture then
apon which I oan base an argument
with the hope of success in a fight
with atheism? How can 1 prove
God to be unchangeable or impar-
tial 1f the facts are against the
testimony? I know they wers in
a cerfzin line of business if thas
book 1w true; if they are out of
that business now, they havs chang-
ed. When Iread of the men of
earlier times, I find in the revela-
tions councerning them, character-
istics that are. common with the
men I am mesting every day and
when [ find the moral exigencies
that crowded upon them, I simply
turn to the present day and find a
repetition of history; I find thag
today the necessities, moral, spirit-
ual and intellectual are as great so
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far as they rvepresent the condition
of this world, as they ever were in
any age of which bhistory gives
me any information, and with this
thought in view I understand that
the great Master of the world, the
King of the unniverse il you will,
dirscted the forces that be intro-.
duced. thouwsands of years ago,
gpecifically to the meeting of the
necessities, regardless of ths date
of thelr appearning, or the individ-
uals or classes representing them.
If these necsssities still remaisp, I
ask you the question solemnly and
-thoughtfully, how can they be met
in divine wiedom by the uss of any
other rueans than an unchangeable
God in the exsrcize of divine
wisdom employed thousands of
yearsago? How oan it be done?
Idon’t know, sofar a8 I am con-
cerned, everything 1in regard
to the purpose and intent of the
Almighty. 1 have been meit by
individnals who have said: <Hlder
Luff, your people teach that
because Jeruy said they wers to be
baptizad 1800 years ago, they must
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be baptized now.” «Why certain-
ly.”  «Why, you teach the
doctrine of the laying on of hands
for the gift of the Holy Ghost,
and instead of sprizkling a child,
your ministers lay thewr hands on
it and bless it as they did ancient-
iy.” <Yesa.” ¢‘And when the sick
call upon your elders they lay their
hande upoa them and annoint with
o1l and claim that in & number of
‘instances they were h:aled, mirac-
ulously.” ¢¥Yes.” When they
prass me for a reason for this I turn
to the Scriptures and tell them it
was & command given by the same
inspiration that sen$ Jesus into the -
world, ths same inspiration that
moved him to wzlk up znd down
the streets of Judss, and led him to
endure smong men. James says
thas, ©If any are sick among you
et him call for the elders of the
church, and let them pray over him,
annointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord, and the prayer
of faith shall save the sick and the
Lord ghall raise him up.”

Neow I ask you to simply consider,
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my dear friende, that no Latter
Day Baint is responsible for that
being in the Bible. Ifit is not
true, pardon me for calling your
attention to the fact, that we are
not respensible for the untruth—it
was there before we came into the
world. If it s true there is no
credit attaching to us because 1t 18
true, if it is not, thers is no dis-
credit sttaching tous because 1t is
not true, We find it there aa arepre-
gentation of the divine mind, the di-
vine will, though opposed to the
“wisdom of the wise.” And now the
Apcstle Paul says, spesking of the
angels of God, that they had heen
appointed of God, to be ““ministers
unto those who shall be heirs
of salvation.” Are there - any
upon this darth  today who
shall be heirs of salvation?
If so, and the angels of whom
guch testimony 18 Dborne  have
noi ceased to exist mnor have
changed their business, shall there
not be found somewhere on the
earth among those who are to be
heirs - of salvation, a people who
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ave testifying of angelic ministra-
tions amoug them? If not, how
is the Bible true? That is the
gerious thonrght connscted with 1,
and Iam frank to say, 1t consti-
tutes one of the peculiarities that
make us appear o marvelous in the
eyea-of the people.

Now this statement made in the
Bible carries the thought that when
thiz marvelous work was to be
introduced by the Almighty and in
“likeness to his former acts, he
being unchangeable; but 1t was to
be cvat of bharmony with every
religious pbilosophy that was on
the earth at its inircduction, and
it wag to carry on ite work until
in course of time the ory raised
agaiost it by the ‘‘wisdom of the
world” should be silenced by the
very forces it contained. It was to
lay the axe to the root of every-
thing 1n opposition that had been
pronounced wise and powerful on
earth till they should be overthrown
and out of all,there should be finally
evoived a condition of affairs that
would bear the photograph of the
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divine purpose upon its face and
in its heart there would be located
permanently the potency which
would expose the puerility and folly
of very much that bad been known
to the world as christianity in the
age of its introduction.

Now let me call your atfention
to a few things 1n connection with
this. Thie work had its commence-
ment about the year 1824 or 18Y5,
by the first testimony abouv the
visitation of an angel and in regard
to the organization of the church.
On the 6th of April, 1830, the
church was finally organized and at
that time things in thie world car
ried & very different aspect from
what they do now. 'The oreeds by
which men were being affected,
and by whioh our forefathers were
held, preserved themselves free
from the fear of any burtful con-
tact with reason or from the appre-
hension of any unsettlement be-
cause of hurtful contact, buit will
you, my dear hearers tonight do me
the favor of pointing out anything
under the head or iitle of creed
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today that fesls ag secure as 1t did
geveuly years ago? Why, the doo-
tors of divinity bave ftoday upon
the dissecting table the very oreeds
that their fathers iostituted and
aimed to perpetuate. Now I siate
this without any feeling other than
the utmost deference to those who
differ from me 1n judgment. In
order that peopls shall know what
gronnd we occupy, it I8 necessary
$0 make them understand presizely
what we mesn by our langusge,
and I eall your attention to the
fact that when this word was frst
introduced, the announcsmsnt was
mads that the angsl of God had
informed the firgt ndividual con-
nested with it that the ecreeds as
they existed 1n the world were an
abomination in the sighi of od,
that the churshes wers not crganis-
ed right, but that the time was ripe
for the introduction of the means
" by which the church of Ged should
be brought into existence upon the
earth apgain, and from it thers
thonld go forth that which would
accomplish the overturning event
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ually. of all thag, Was 0pposad to,God

‘the last two yearsi some (
foremost adyocates of o;ne af .. the
most . popular; faiths couched. . I
certain, articles, .; sfood; upon. -the
platform when. the ,question of the
xevision of ;that creed..wasunder
.consideration, and .. openl
.nounced:.’ -some;-of .. the features
formerly . considered. vital. ..and
.divine.: One of them whose name I
iQannot give.you  at .this. moment,
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ing &  damnable héresy A B don’t
know" whether it was truth ™ oF
not; but hesaidit. "I I'had’ dared‘"f'
tosay “{hat ™ a’ few ‘years  ‘ago, "
they “would have “considered * mie”
an’ememy  to nghteousness and ™
trath. Another ‘one rose up and "
made the statement “We canpot”
believe it and ‘we ought' not to*
teach it,” "and some* of the 'Host:”
popular religious ideas’ today 4
being dealt with'in ‘this’ manner, :
that the people who “Were foremont ™
in® advocatmg thase rehgwus formu,“f
are now ' pronounciig *them” an’"
abomination in the'sight of God;:
just what the augel “#uid " near!
seventy years -ago. “Thus the
«wisdom of the wise” is petishing’
and ‘thie testimony of God ‘and His"
chureh is ststained, though unifiteir:™
txonally and unconsclously b
enémies.” “Some of the clau in”’
human creeds have “made” Tnfidels
by the " -thousands; and - cauded: -
church. adherants to - blush .. with.
shame. ;. -The: Lord . pronounced- .
them an abommamon. He told the

‘a8 'not only the few but the"
many will some day discéover.

#

A
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If this younz wsan and thoss .
agaooiated with him told 2 false-
hood seveniy years ago, and if the
angel also told an antruth, what do
vou oall the siatementy now bemng
made against the creed by itz
would-be  ravisers? They have
gome to the angel’s eonclusion in
part.  What unsesn force has been
at work {o bring their formser creed
images into disgrace in thewr own
eyes? . The Bible forbide the idea
that God has changad bis mwnd, It
warranis me therefore, in believing
that wherever he wss found spiris
ually, morally =2nd intellectually
1800 yeoarg age, e may be found
today. Hencs my duty is plain,
8 I want to find, and walk with,
God, I must go whers he formerly
was and where other men once
walked with bim. DBen have turn.
ed from the doslrine of Christ, bui
notwithstanding they have g0 done
and logt the privilegs of hesring his
voige by resson of that turning, yet
if they desirs to walk with him
agun, if ever they wish to hear his
voioce again, to enjoy the pecubar
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favors that wers associated with a
clese  relationship with him in
earlier times, they may do so by
going where he is—whers he was.
«fig that abideth in the doctrine
of Christ, he bath both the Fatha
snd Son.”—2 John 9,

There is no warrsnt 1n the word
for the ides that the Almighty will
foliow men in all their wanderings
from him, bu$ there iz 2 warvant for
tho thought that if they will return
unto him, ali the evidences of a com-
mon Fatherhood, all the svidsnoces
of imparniality, all the evidances of
nuchangeability will be showevad
upon them and bers upon the earth
will come & delugs of sweotnses,
moral and spiritazl, sech a2 made
the church of the earlier years con.

spiouous above all that had the name
of religion a%mhe& tu it

You cannot conceive of suek an
des a6 the growth of the Almighty,
that his has improved upon himaeslf
or upcen  his original breadth of
jndgment or of mind or scul; you
noust think of him as a  stationary
chavaoter, otherwise you could not
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bedauss” mstantly you “admit the™
idea of growth to him, youw admit:~
thé"posslbiliﬁy‘”ét chang’e"ahd With
be ddvbeating ‘new methods and
plans, and if there bé hot eontinued
revelation fromhim, I may’ forfeit

his presént and future favor becatse™
of abldmg by the last revelation of:
hi¥ purpose and will that was ‘made:™
to’fien. I hold it @sal‘truth, &’
claim that  cannot be’'shecessfully -
disputéd by any argumentturnished:
from-this ‘'word;that- the only: hepe
tham underhes our great spu:xtual :

of Go‘ “"It is not'in any sense’ mar' :
velots when' we read theword, Jfor
us:to believe that God - talked - withi:
men in earlier times,:ﬁno;hi_ngkmanﬁ:-

. . ral onsequen
he did it, becatse he ought to"do
it.”*‘Ircare not where you cast:yourd:
eye, where you -throw' that «book"

page, one single line, one i 1zle
sentence in that Bible which bears’
divine’ authority ' and ‘sanction for:
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the . -galvation and:.government --of
mortalg,that did not :come: : -either
by direet-:inspiration.. from:-God or
by:idirect ministration:: of: .angels.
Take out if you please all that :has
come from’ the testimony; of angels,
allof nspiration: by direct.articula-
tion: from God:and: all. the . voiciig
of the Sprrit tesmf}gng -to.rmortals
omearth;;take. all ‘of them out which
came, by ‘dreams:.and: vagions ;and
how much Bible have :you.left upon
which:to base any.assurance:or -any
hope. a$ to.the existence; of: God: .or
vanyt«hmg beyond: this: life?..
7 Ify then, this.is worthy: ot consi
eration;:-another thought is;also im-
portant and equally: worthyand that
;38 ¥ this :Bible,  dontaining..a -hig-
tory of the-dealings: of: God :with
men-:for:a: period .of. over.4;000
;years,;givesreally .2 correctand ac-
‘eurate representation. of Him: during
‘those 4,000 .years- and. the -history
shows.anzuninterrupted streams of
revelation from heaven to..earth; an
unbroken geries.of angel .~ministrla- 4
tion.te men;:a; continuous:reveal-
ment.of the:divine .purpose :where-
:ever.there was.a human. ear. in.atti-
tude:to catch the inspiration. .that
‘floweds If:that history -of 4,000
.years.iz.given to. me upon:which: to
-base my-congeption of the gharacter,
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the purpose sand all other things
connected with this God, am I not
a3 a sconsequencs pledged to the
conclusion that being unchangeable,
whatever was the volcing of those
4,000 years, must be the uninfer-
rupted voleing of that unchangeabls
God through millicns of years,
should it be required in which to
make a3 record of his dealings with
men.  oannot escape this conclu-
gion. I cannot srewer for you how-
gver, but my judgment iz based up-
on the testimuny here, and I cannot
conceive that a kind Father would
feed on the rish corn or product of
heaven those members of his family
who lived 1800 years ago-—would
thus feed my elder brothers, Paal
or James, or John or Peter eor any
of them farther back, even Samuel
or David; and that he will take the
mere husk from which they had
eaten the corn and give it to me to
fesd upon, simply becauss I was not
horn go socn asthey wers.  You may
think that is a coarse illustration,
but I will ask the gusstion, Whatis
this Bible to the people of the nine-
teenth century? Yousay it is the
gospel, bub 1t is noés; it-is simply an
historieal account of the kind  of
treatment God gave to & certain
kind of peoplein the years of the
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past, and after furnishing 1hig his-
tory for my eneconragement, it as-
gerte in my hearing that what God
was, he always will be; that bemg
impartial, he remains so; being un-
changeable he will g0 be revealed
and manifest among men. The
only thing necessary thenis for me
to adearn by what means others
placed their ears in vespective atti-
tude that they might ocatch the im-
spiration of heaven a2nd be governsd
by. it, and then go and do likewise;
and the great purposs of our preach-
ing 18 $o let peopls know that while
we are suxious to partake of the
good old Bibls-day experiendse, we
are consistent enough 0 expect and
to regeive them only upon the same
conditions vuder which they were
guaraniesd wato those people. If
&God zaid unto them that it was nee-
esgary they shouid bs baptized for
the remission of sing, we cannot by
suy means fesl warranted in the
ides that wa are eutitlod foday to
remission of sing without baptism.
We do pof observe a form of bap-
tism a8 some do, becauss our sins
heve been pardonsd, thus commend-
1pg onrselves as saved to him, out-
side of the ordinances appointed by
bim with that cbject in view.

Wa read the statemsnt that =
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“tnan “miust’ believe 1n God “and "
‘Christ and' we are simple enough’ to
‘doeept that asa neéessity now. * We
»read that thls same J eéus command-

‘Yoform, and we ‘ate sunpie nough
“to so believe it'and teach'it.” Bap-
tlsm ls shc)w‘n for remxsemn of Biﬂﬂ,

“sim eienough o belleve
@1 & it now. - W" ead

“the” miinistry un'ﬁo hlmself except’he
& o

was alled of God as was

"d%r wis ta ita-
"mounf/’to blasphemy wergit'not: for
“the fact that ‘we ‘have heard from

God ad ‘Aaron dld and thus recewed
* out ministry” SR
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-ie:How: can I -go forth..for .one . of
-yonrleading . firms: and sign..dogu-
' ments-in ‘the ngme of your-firm if I
ihave never heard from your: firm?
~Howcan:l.do it? Why, I may.go
- forthias a forger, but.letime tell.yon,
_wiy friends, the torgery lel _soine
:idaybe. detected and I :shall . be
::brought to aceount, and thié./Savior
- 8ays,. “in that day”. (of judgment)
%many”~—when God Bsays many,. it
~hag a ‘numerical -significance--ghall
_.come and say,: “Lord, Lord, ‘have
‘zwe npot prophesied in thy name . and
..in"thy name done many wonderful
works: And I .will profess unfo them,
sil.never: knew .you-—depart -from
“me;”’ . Fhis . host -must represent
.those who have taken it wupon them-
.-selves to. be minigters for Christ,
swithout.-first having heard and..re-
rioeived anthority from. . him, - L. did
.-not:put that idea thete, my friends,
At was there before the Blbla reaehed
me. :
Now in the llght of thxs proph
_ecy by inspiration regarding the in-
.itroduction-of . the marvelous -work
. that.was to.be in contrast—in won-
_drous contrast with -the wisdom of
;the;age when it was introduced,; 1
.make. the ;. announcement frankly
.:that while we claim to be_directly
-1dentified with its fulfillment, we are
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desim; that ('Ialm% we wani §
it caaiwysd and the sooner 3
better. I will welsome the hand
and clasp it in mins cheerfully,

‘thas will bring to mo the soriptural
evidencs that I can go into msomo
mors poprlar institulion, that L can
step oubteide of this circle, bumble
a8 1% ig, and realize the same cersifi-
‘eate of my accapianse 1n the sight
of God that I find hers, I lLavs
searched for 14 but falled fo find.
Hence I g prefer t0 vemain with ths
sdittie flock” that feeds in divine
pastures though it be “‘everywhere
gpoken agamsat,”

Lest I weary vou, let me ssy, if
this work iz not divine it is abso-
intely nothing. Itis eithur divine
or 1t i nothing. Seventy yearssgo
it repistered ltself, not down among
the creeds of men, but up in direct
oppositicn o them and mads high-
er claims than any other bad made
in certain dirsotions. Every time
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continug
o > OF TR0T8 Qf vears shall
agred, atthe same galt ag we
eseed in the past, I ask

- you what kind of & spectacle will
grest onr children by that time?
" Will not sho principle of cur faith
Le popular though their frsé advo-
eates in thiz ganeration be ignored.

There was a time w;;en you put
your momy into the bank, you felt
safe, and if you loaned 2 deiiar you
felt safe; thers was a time when
m0st people fslf sacure and zatisfiad

~in their environmonts, and when no
apprehension was ever experienced
in making an investment or in mov-
ing bere or theve; but search whers
vou will today, within the popular

- religious, political, Enancial or phil-
osophic realms and you will find a
feeling of uncertainty, fesr and dis-

- trust.

Kvery decade is bringing *‘ewiu
tions. Tha hypotheses apon which
one dovede builds its superstructur-
al arguments are bang vemoved by
the developments of the next de-
cade and with the removal of the
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schypotheses, the faith-bnilding tot-
-.ters-and men whom .you have given
~.the Aighest place .in the. ﬁnanelal
- world .or 1n the world of eredlt , AT
yi today 1n. hldmg, havmg ylal 1
: Jnﬁuencea thatseem ta be a. part of
the very: d1seased atm osphere we.are
..breathing 1n thig period of - _time;
sand whether we are mxstaken in-our
“.views. in regard to all this or net,
i everythmg around us is furmshmg
-;evidence in support ( of the faith;we

have. entertamed that the tlme isat.
,.hand when . a. wondrous change

b agam fertlle, the natlons are in-
terested’ in gettmg the Jews back
_-again., If what is published. is true,
:};Mr. . Blaine took a hand. in ad-
ovising with other natlons as to the
..advisability of showing generosxty
t0.the Jews and locating them'in
~ the home of their. forefathers, and I
will ask you, to congider if: that has
Jn\othmg to_do with the prophecy
.. that, “ngs should ‘be_their nurs-
-ing fathers and queens their nurs-
ing mothers,” and on the mountains
.of Israel they should again dwell
L safety, and everlastmg peace
_ghould select - 1ts " abiding place in
,Jthexr midst. :
. 1 gimply say that if these ‘things
_.are hoped for in rlghteousneu, the
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mmpxent stages or' the means to be

"6t God’s charaoter; 2
\»ready to_ recelve

fow, if’ yo

2
dsen of Giod in tliése

grandest 1mposmon that hag"ever
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been palmed off wpon morisls in
any age. If 1, however, in our
judgment the means to the end re-
ferred t¢ when Jacob shall lose his
paleness and ail Israecl shall be free,
It is the “marvelous work™ of which
Isaiab prophesied in my text, which
was to appear just belore the rse
torstion of Palestine and the revo-
Intionizing of human sreeds. It is
ths hnkmg or bleading together of
the dispsnsations for the accom-
plishing of God’s final work,
e May God blese you, and as long
a8 life shall be prolongsd unto you
here may he ﬂpaad v-:m in all the
good you de, in all the good you
gaek La ea;?f H 'h 1 y he be with
Hy wi you with all
are &t his

md blesa you
hands than
have no w;ecd

W@riﬁ declares, wa

on, but we are no

warranted by © this we «1 in telling

you he sifher osn or willy we are

gimply confined ¢o the festimony of
a

the word sad ask vou to believe it
bscﬁu&e it ia %‘ﬁ&rs; ws obeved and

socepted it an % sived the evi-
dences h;« it  beoomes s
guaranies tone Mﬁ y peace conbinue
and abide with you, is my prayer in
in Jesug® name.
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