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A LECTURE,
ON BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD, &o.

b o s

And Sowviours shall come up on Mount Zion to judge the Mount of Esau,
and the Kingdom shall be the Lord’s. Obediah Ist. Chap. 21, Verse,

Friexps AND BreTHREN i~~] stand before you this evening agreeable to.
appeintinent to deliver a Lecture (for the first time) in this great City, on.
the all iraportant subject of Preaching to the spirits in Prison, whichstands.
inseparably connected with Baptism for the dead. A subject which *

I consider one of the most important and soul-stirring subjects that stands ™ *

connected with the great work of God in the last days. And you all.
kuow, my friends, it is a subject but very litle understood, and I may say
not at all by the Religious werld in general, and notwithstanding they lay

such high claims to Learning and Piety, yet for want of an understanding

on these glorious principles, they treat this doctrine with scorn and cou-
tempt; and as in every other age of corruption, superstition, priesteraft and .
bigotry, they feel disposed to condemn witheut a hearing ; but Soloman -
has said that he that judgeth of a matter without a hearing is not wise’;;:
but I fecl myself happy in having the privilege of addressing 80 Fmahy
of the intelligent citizens of this city on this great and momentous sub-
ject, and **now to the law and the testimony, if they speak not dcco¥ding
to that, it is because there is no light in them,” and if thess principles can
be established by Scripture, you, »5 an enlightened people, are houud to "
receive them as proofs of Holy Writ. Without making any further prelimis. -
nary remarks we will come immediately to the subject ‘ynder: écn}ﬁf
sideration ; but before we go any further, you will be kind enough-to pay -
the most particular attention to our text, * And Saviours shall coms up”~
on Mount Zion," and firat I wish to make a few remarks in relation to thé
great Zion of God -in the last days. As youn preceive the Saviours here
_mentioned are to come up on (this) Mount Zion. The first: impor

tant truth which 1 wish tc impress on your minds, is, that-this Zion, here
spokeun:of; is to be built in these.last days,in order. 'that.the:peapie;.cfGéd,ﬁ}
may be.gathered from all nations in fulfilment of the Scriptures, asa prés. -
paratory: woik for thé ushering ia of the Gloricus .Millehigmgbﬂ;a;?.i,‘-h@(&,;{j
sand Years:Reign of Peace. : Ceboa T Bl gl
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And Y now say, before this congregation, if the prophetic declarations in.
the Book of God are true, in reference to these subjects, (this Zion which
we qaow mention) is to be established a long time after the little Zion
in Jerusalem was ploughed as a field : it proof of which I now ecall your
attention to the latter part of the third chapter.and.first part of the fourth
chapter of Micah, which reads as follows, “They build ap Ziov with blnod
- and Jurusalem with iniquity, the Heads thereof judge for reward, and the
pr"zestﬂ thereof teach for hire, and the prophets theraof divine for money,
yet will they lean upon the Lord, and say is not the Lord among us, none
.evil can come upon us, therefore shall Zion for your sake [that is this
.&ion at Jerusalem| be ploughed as a field and Jerusalem shall become
heaps, and the Mountain of the IHouse of the Lord as the high places o
the forest. But in the last days, it shall come to pass that the Mountain
of the House of the Lord shall be establishied in the top of the Mountains;
and it shall be exalted above the hills, and people shall flow unto it, anc
many pations shall come, and say, Come, let us go up to the Mountain 0
A_tvhe' Lord-and to the House of the God of Jacob, aud he will teach us his
- -ways, and we will wallk in his paths for the law shall go forth of Zion and
- 'the word of the Lovd from Jerusalem.” Here you will notice that ther
- arg two seperate Zions mentioned in the Scripiures apart {rom each other
and you will have the goodness to bear this particularly in mind.  You
- will perceive that this latter Zion (of which we ave now speaking) is to. be

éatablished a long time after the formner Zion ju Jerusalem has been-laid it

-.vz___‘_u_ius by the Romans under Titus, who even ploughed the former Zior.
. a9 afield in search for gold in fulfilment of thie above named prophecy. |
" ... And before leaving this subject 1 will give you one more quotation, ané

point you to several others whnich you can read at your leasure. Yoy
.will find in Jeremiah 81st chap. 6th verse “For. there shall be a day th
the watchman upon Mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise yo and.let us go'uj
' "10 Zion wito the Lord ourGiod.” And as youall know, my friends, this ev
has never been hedrd among the nations by any people until the -elders ¢

. thig Church camieforth and solemaly declared to the ‘inhabitants: o{"thfg

,E_
Harih that God'had speken from the Heavensand commenced to-establis;

Fiion forthe great gathering of his people in fulfilment of the scnptur‘es{
LoD wow  vefer you;for faviher :light on thisipart of the subject, toth
_ mHowmg passages of seripture, which T hope you willréad: * Tsaiah, 24

_cbap 2, 3didid dth verses; and,-also, in the 80th Psalmj 2d; 8dy 4th an
. &th verses; 102nd Psalm from the 13th to the eidd of the:22nd; veme.««

?
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I will now offer a few remarks in'relation to the reason why the Howte't
God built in Zion is called the House of Jicob. . You m}l Notind '
turning to the 48th chap.i6f Genesis and 161k vmse. ‘that .‘hcob named hi
niame on the two sons of Joseph, -but’ more part;cular!y on I phrfu'n, a
vou will see in the 19th veide of the same chapter, that Jacob’ so!emm
declares that the seed of rph}“dlm ‘shall become, **a multitude’ of uatmns:
the midst of the earth.” v Also, 40th chapter of Genesis and 26th vérse
you will understand that thiese descendants of Jospph (or Ephhaxm) 14
to inhabit the “utmost bounda of the evexhhtmg hills.”  Again, you Wﬂ
notice, in the 33d chapter of Deuteronomy, in the blessmg unfen d’ h".
Moses on the descendants of Joseph, I3th, 14th, 15th, lﬁlh and 17&!:
verses, that the seed of .}oseph shall possess the fullness of the earth, by
more particularly the descendants of Ephraim, as it shall be the te' 3
thousands of Ephraim that shall push the people together to thu end
the sarth in the last days,

i shali now ca!i your attez:t;ov f'm a fﬂw moments to the pmn t I?

vzlred lns strength and he lr.npweth it not. e a4
there upon hiry and he knoweth it not.” 'We see }'mm thc—» abové, quota
tion that the déscendants of Ephraim where to mix themselves among thl]
nations of the earth by marryirg and intermarrying with the gentxles ;

we know it is a historieal fact that the tribe of Ephraim ¢ was lost in. “
day of rebuke, among the tribes of Tsrael’” and that their genolwa_y or h
tory bas been lost to both, Jews and Gentiles.  But there.is an eye th~
never 51eepw the gmﬂ L{ema? wlm has wqtched this blood in. ’\l

1!) it hdYL Uﬁt‘l'] HHXLU

seed of Jacob of ﬁm Hmm-’ of E.",p‘nm}m

i
among the Nations of the Farth: and the Flders of tis (,hun,h are, th;j
tens of thousands of ISpbiraim that are to push the People togethey in, tbe g
the last days. They, also. ave now building the House of God in Zm" ’
which is called the House of Jzeob, becanse Jacob named his ndmc‘

their forefather Fophraim; and these are the Saviours whieh whmn m come
up on Mount Zion in the fust days, holding not only the kev ,
of salvation for the liviag, but also for the dead.  Aud as ~¢ammon lS ths

subject under cousideration we shall first speak of the means mc’amcu f)f
&

www.LatterDayTruth.org




¢

tod by which salvation can be obtained, or in other words by which 4
‘nner can be adopted into the Church and Kingdom of God. s
‘ 1 now wneh fo cali your attention to the words of Jesus Churist biinselfy
';5 recorded in the 3d chap. §th verse of the Gospel according te St. John,
B ’unely : i Jesus answered, verily, verily, 1 say unto thee, excepta man be
orn o(water and the spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. And
w:sh you to understand that the Savionr has positively declared that
Ieaven and Earth may pase away but his words canuot pass away .
_‘hemi‘orp we all see from the foregoing passage that Baptism in water is -
" a Eternal fixed principle or Law of adoption into the Kingdom of God,
:'mueh 50 that even the 8on of God himself antered into his own King-
emvthrough tne deor of Baptism, aithough he had ne sins to wash away.
ut i)a‘ﬂng laid aside the glory which he had with the Father before the
nrh? wis, he having humbled himself to (uifill all Righteousness that he
ght be the head of the Church, in all things having pre-eminence; for
a it emphatically called the door, the truth, and the way. Also, il we
»r'a moment uotice the Gospel as preached in its purity on the day of
‘entecost, when three thousand exclaimed with one accord, * what shall
Z‘é‘da to be saved 1’ the answer of divine inspiration was, “ Repent and be
aptised every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission
fsms, and ye ahall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost; for the promise
:1into you and your children, and te all that are afar off, even as many
?"ihé’Lord our God shall call.” : ,
“We algo read in the writings of Paul, that as “*many as have been Bap-
sed into Christ, have puton Christ:” and in another part of Lis writings
‘e vend that as many as kave been “planted in the likeness of his death,
all come forth in the Jikeness of his resurection.” Also, 1o his Epistle
he Colossians, he declares  we are civenmcised with the circumcision

fChrist, Buried with him in Baptism, wherein we are risen through faith
lh]n] and the m’mr'\fmp of the ‘ni)ns of GG\(. hiaving blgtted ount t

a
ALY i3 nay 12144 gifed out e

and writing that was against us””  Paul,also, in the history he has given
g of his own conversion, tells ns that Annannias declared to him that he
P'aiﬂ)“ was a chosen vessel to bear the name of the Lord before kings and
: ‘iiérs’ but first he was commanded to arise and be baptised, calling on
1€ name of Jesus and wash away bis sine.” Let it also be remembered by
,us enhghtened congregation, that this great Apostle fo the Gentiles has
1id “thouvh we or an Angel{rom Heaven preach any other (‘espe) lethim

L
/
t
P
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Having clearly shown by the foregoing quotations that the doctrine of

Baptism for the remission of sins, is inseparably connected with the saiva—
tion of the fluman Family. And having clearly proved from the Scrzptmez thai

no man can enter into the Kingdom of God, except he is born of water as well 88
the Spirit, we shall now leave this part of the subject for a short time, and _ta}{.gz:
into concidemtion the doetrine of preaching to spirits in prison, which, in the wis?

- M 3
dom of God, stands inssperably connected with the doctring of Daptism iuz the

Dead.

- Ast. I will eall your attention to the 3rd chapter of the 1st Epistle of Peter, IS{h‘ ;

ond 10th verses: “ For Christ also hath ence suffered for sins, the just for the’ uns
just, that be might bring us {0 God, being put to death in the flesh, but qmcksned
by the Spirit; by which also ha went and preached unto the spirits in prison.” -

The above quetation shows clearly that while the body of the Savior lay confined

i the tonb, his spirit had gone forth to the world of spirits to proelaim libexty to:
the captives, and the opening of the prison doors to them that are hound. And
by reading the first part of the 4th chapter of the same book, commencing at thﬁ
Gih verse, you will clearly understand the reason why the Gospel was preacheé
by our Divine Redeerer to the spiritsin prison, it reads as follows; “For, for this"
cause was the Gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might bs

judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.”-

Here you will sce clearly that many have died that never heard the Gospel in ity
fullpess whils in the flesh, and a the Seriptures plainly teaeh us that God has ap:
pointed a day in the which he will judge all imen by the Gospel of Jesus Chiist,”

it would be unressont je v suppose that God would judge men by principles

thut they never had an epportunity of hearing ; but as the spirit is the intelligenes
of mau we see the propriety of the argument of the Apostle Peter, wherein he hag:
piuinly told us the cause why those spirits which were deprived the privilege.
while in the flesh of hearing the Gospel, should be ministered to in the woild 6?;
spirits, namely; that they might “live according to God in the'spirit,” but come:
forth in the Day of Judginent and be judged according to men that had hea.d thef

Y

Gospel in the flesh,

Before leaving this subject I will call your attention to the 24th chapter ofisaiali
and 21st and 22nd verses, » ’hen the Prophet is speaking of the desolation of the-
last days and the building of Zion and Jerusalem, he tells us, “ And it shall come.

to pass in that day, that the Lord shall junish the host of the ligh ones that are oR.
hmh and the kincvg of the Farth upeon tha Rarth and "‘{By shall be g&'nht’:‘?‘.u !Gg%%bﬁ: :

122,105 X s Al W ¥ uarhl xacingly aill nit

ns prisoners are gathered in the pit; and they shall be shut up in prison, and after.
many days they shall be visited.” Irom this it will be plainly seen that’
many spirits shall, even in ihe future, go inte prison whe shall afterward be.

priso
visited and ministered unto. And surely the Lord would not have them y
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will be & good one, and one worthy of the character of a IToly God. Dear hears
ers, we gee as clear as the sun ever shons in the heavens, that the dbctrine of
pi'eaching 1o spirits in prison s a seriptnral, heavenly, and sonl cheering prineiple,
and who will find fanlt with this glerions doctrise? is there any wickedness ats
fached to it?  No! for the Almighty is its author.

We shall now turn our attention directly to the doctrine of B:lptism};
for the dead,  Paul in reasoning with his Corinthian brethren on the glo-
rious doctrine of the resurrection, 15th chap. 29 verse, excluims ¢ alse what,
shall they do which are baptised fer the dead, if the dead vise not at all T:
’VVhy are they then baptised for the dead? And why stand we:
in jepardy every hour?” Could we succeedin getting this generation,
to believe the glorious truths countiived in the BRBible, according
to the plain and simple meaning of language, there would be no need of
so much exertion on my part on this oceasion, but as we are living in an_
age when the most sublime truths of the Book of God are cnvered with.
mysticism and the tradition of our fathers, and the doctrine of Bap-
tism for the dead having shaved the same fate as many other great truths,
I shall now undertake to show that this doctrine is scriptural, reasonable,
and Godlike. ¥ am aware that whenever this doctrine was taught it was.
always attended with persecution, even Paual himself, with all of his advan«
tages, jepardized his life in preaching thes« things. As to itsbeing a scrip-
tural doctrine unless we admit the fact, the langnage above quoted is
entively devoid of meaning, for it is plainly and solemnly declared, ** else-.
what shall they do which are Baptised for the dead, if the dead rise not
at all, why then ore they hapiized {or the dead,” the Apostle’s ieasoning
goes to show that this was a deetrine helieved and practiced, and we know
hat his reasoning on thiz sulijret is powerful, as who would not say with
bim, if the Dead vise not at ally why then are we Baptised (or our dead
friends, for il their dead Lodics vize not. what goad wonld it do for us to be
Ba]ztisvd,, in behall of them i they we Brernally to sleep in their graves;
we are anly wasting our fime in p:n’inn a debt for them, they never had
3 ;‘u"w'i!«ﬁ'fe of payiug for themaelves the payment of which cannot effect
hem unless they hear x}m voite of the Son of God and come forth n the
-esarrection of the just, this seems to be the whale course of the Apostle’s
casgning, and it appears to me o be unanswerah'e, and you all koow it
) 1'(!&11011 to this doetrine heing roasonable § will intvoduee a figure (o
Hustrate the st bjeet. We will cuypose for argument sake that we are living
wmder the old Continental Law of imprisoment for debt, which law, when
mee a man became toveived in debt, und his creditor demanded payment,
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and the debtor being unable to comply with said demand " was geize
virtae of judgment and execution, carried lo prison-and there compelie
to remain until * he had paid the utmost farthing.”  And now-belov
hearers, you will bear in mind that this law knew no difference beiween
good man and a bad one. The law dnes ot take into considaration
circumnstances that involved this man in debt and ruin. - Suppose
instance that two debtors where thrown into the same prison undei-diff
ent circumstances, the ope a wicked, profligate, spendtrift, and :swind]i
and justly desérving his fate, the other amild, amiable,industrious, an

confined in prisoun, the law knows no difference between them, bilt:bem
a fixed priaciple, it is impossible for either to get out of prison«+ until the
have pdld tlm utmost ﬁnhmg,” and nexther of them hwmcr '\ny thm

debtors to dxe in tlm prison house '1nd be buried under lhb “pris
walls. We will now suppose, still further, that this good man 'xlthough 1;
volved in debt has a friend, this (riend undertakes his deliverence, goeg|
the office of thejudge; pays the debt for his friend, that his -{riend ¢on
not pay for himself, has it entered upon docket, and receives the rec
for the (ull amount: his friend as yet vemains ignorant of the ciréu;ni's't'én_.y* N
he goes to the jailor, presents the receipt, the prison doors ave thrown ope
his chains fall off-his friend demands and obtains-his libertyy ‘havi
paid for him what'he could not pay for himself; as the law dem'\nd(,d tl
,should remam in pnson o umxl he rhould p'\y the utmost hrth g
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- whereby the living can be baptised, for and in behalf of their dead friends,
‘hat never had the privilege of hearing the fullness of the Gospel in thig
- vorld, and their spirits being preached to in the world of spirits by those
hat have died in this dlspensqtmn and a2 well us others in former dispen-
+ - ations, holding the power and authority of the Holy Priesthood. 1 now
ippeal to every houest man and woman that hears my voice this night;
wd ask them solemnly in the name of Jesus Christ, my Master, if they see
“ wmy thing more unreasonable in the thought that God should devise a plan
“ n.relation to the salvation of the dead, whereby one can do for another that
- “thich he never had the privilegeto do for himsell, 1 say again do you see
~ny thing more unreasonable in this, than there was in the laws of the
- #nd, where one had the privilege of liberating abother, who never could
- avebeenliberated ia any other way, I answer no ! are you willing to allow
 hat poor, Liind, fallen, depraved, men, can invent laws in relation to the
beration of the body more glorious than those devised by our Eternal
_atherin relation to the salvation of spirit and body both. You will all ex-
laim no !! and who of all this congregation are not ready with one con-
“2ntto cry great is the Lord and Glorious are his purposes in -relation to
1e.salvation oftboth the living and the dsad. As it regards the doctrine
ging God-like, surely the Lord delights in mercy as well as justice. Is
1ete any thing in this doctrine that would tarnish the justice of the Al-
tighty. You must answer answer no !! The Angels of heaven would
aswerno'!!  The Scriptures and all intelligence unanimonsly respond
o!! Butitis worthy the glory and grandeur of a God.
In. conclusmn let me say to this congregation, who have listened to me with so
nch attention on this highly exciting subjeet, that if we have proved any thing
‘8- have clearly proved the fact that God will establish a place called Zion,
- the gathermg of his people, and the commencement of the great work of res-
on in the last days, in order to prepare the way for the second coming of our
orr‘ and Saviour Jesus Christ. And let me further say the prmmples of truth have
bé,eu revived in their primitive simplicty and beauty, and among other truths,
trine of Bapuem as an initiatiary ordinance into the Kingdom of God. 1
, 'so dwelt at some length, on the.doctrine of preaching to spirits in ‘prison
hieh-was o docirine of® Apostalic times, and is also beheved in by thig Chureh
i:to the- doctrine of Baptisms for - the Dead, I have dwelt npon it, atlength, and
'ejmce that you- have listenied to me with such profound attention on. this- ocea.

Ifan enteranue into. the l—:z'wﬂom of G can. only be obtained by bemg born of
Mer and the, spmt, and thousands of hg nest, people have died among. allmtnona,
thout havmg the pmvﬂege of h. uing, understandmg, and embracing, this dog--
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fox the Dem.l are lmI\ed 10gcthm, the spmls are Pletlche.d to in plvx:.cnj n:y,
Qpirl(s of those t it h()ld the l)l’lf‘b{hOOd on lhe E uth xmd their li\ihg ﬁiénds}’

our text, namely; “And demms Sha!l come up on Mount Zion," xfthux thf‘SE, thmgs
are cter n.ﬂ truths and have emminated fmm 1*1;[03)* (:od it bncmms ns. to'la)

thdt the hvmg sl:ulu] ans m’cr, yes! then you lh.xt have not yet cmbmca‘
ness of the Gospel, come forth with broken hemts, and contriie: spirite;’
Baptised for the remision of your sins, that you may reczive the gift of 'the
Ghost, which will guide you unto all truth, and enable you to save yourselv
your dead. Which may God graut may be your happy lot. Even so; Am

them, the same to my as yesterd'\y, and fur eve:. . The second p.; i
@ nce towards God; thatis, all men who believe in the Father, S
..Gh():st, are reqmred to turn away ﬁom thcn‘ sms, to tease’” fmm th
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vit. . The third principie is Baptism, by immersion in water, in the name of the
ther, Son.and Holp Gliost, for remission of sins, with the promise of the Holy
0' to all who believe and obey the

5 n). ’h;, nawes Uf Jiosus O bt

zospel. The fourth principle is, the laying on
for the gift

of ihe Holy Ghost. This ordi-
sastels or eldiees of the Church, upon all those
'i’r"‘-'eugh these several steps of faith and obe-
e Plaly Ghost, and vumbered with the children

Aa('l:-.‘ iuf)utrn zlm pmce«b man s adopted into the Chireh and kingdom of
d, as oue of his Saints: his name is then eurolied in the book of the names of'
izhtaeous, and it ?hu) bu'o'ne\ his duty to watch, to pray, to deal justly ; andto
o"e!‘ier with the s m.m!s as ofi. ns (ucumbmwps will admit of; and“with them

I8 Chmt and in shurt, o continue: fauhful unto the end. in a,ll 1he dutus
h-are en_]omed by the Law of Chyvist.  T'ifth, itis the duty and privilege of
o' suits: ﬂms organized upon the everlisting gospel; to believein and enjoy allthe
\ts.‘powers, and blessings which flow from the lluly .“xpmt Such for lustance,
J,e gifts of revelation, prophecy, visions, the ministry of dnfveis healing the sick
dying on of hands in the name of Jesus, and in shmt ali the- gnﬁ;s as menhoned 8
seripture, or as enjoyed by the ancient saints, :
This is.a- bm,f'outhno ui’ the doetrine of this Church, and we believe thutitis
ly gystem of doetrine which God ever vevealed to man in a gospel disponsa-
1d_ the only system - wmch can he taintained by the New Testament, -

.Tizjvww.LatferDay"‘frﬁt‘h..lorrjgl_':_ o

d {o.come bumble before the throue of grace with a broken heart and a contstie -
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