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Old Evidence Against®
Polygamy.
I have noficed an artiele in the
Kansas City World, of February
8, 1898, entitled, ‘‘Defended dJo-
~seph Smith;” in which Joseph
Smith, the President of the Reor-
: gamzed Chureh of Jesus Christ of
~ Latter Day Saints, is quoted as
saying, ‘“‘His father had nothing
to do with -the introduction of
Polygamy among that sect.”
Let us compare this statement
- with what is found in Zion’s Har-

“binger, for July, 1853, published

at that time at St. Louls, Mo., by
Chas, B. Thompson. It reads as
. follows: “Epistle of Wm. Marks,
- Chief Evangelical Teacher in the
- School of faith, to all the travel-
~ ing teachers, Quorums and clasges
of said school, in Jehovah’s Pres-
bytery of 710n. Greeting.”
" “Beloved Brethren: Having
been chosen and ordained chief
: ’EVangehcal Teacher of the School
of faith in Jehovah’s Presbytery
of Zion, it becomes my duty:to say

somethmg by way of encourage-| b
ment-and algo by way of instrue- | ti
on to those who are placed under |

agement, let me state ;v;s‘rhat;

this I must of neeessaty Te,
my experience in the Church
“I was a meniber of the Chx
some ten years before the de
Joseph and Hyrum Smith. T
appomted President of thée Sti
in Kirtland, - Ohie, in 1837”
continued in that offiee at Kirﬂz
until the fall of 1838, when I wa
called by revelation to Far Wes
Mo., but before I- arrived the
the Saints were ordered to. lea
the State, and when the Sta,kp wag
organized at Nauvoo, in-thé fall of
1839, I was appointed Preﬁldent
thereof and continued in that office
up to the “death of J oseph ‘thé
Prophet. I always believed the
work was of divine origin, and
that Joseph Smith was called of
God to establish the Church among -
the Gentiles. .During my admin-
istration in-the church I saw. amT :
heard of many thmg that -w
praomced and taugh t that

Way"' of encour-'

’ 1}\'\\;\\ .,L;me ]
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1es only would have a tendency to

_ ;';e doctrine- of Polygamy was in-
i Qoduced into the chur¢h as a prin-
ciple of Exaltatlon, I took a de-
tided ptand against it, ‘which stand
-ndel ed me quite unpopu]ar with
‘miany ' of the leading opes of the
11 charch., I was also withess of the
fas troduetlon (sderetly) of a,
“form - of Government, in which
seph suffered himself to be or-
dgmed a King fo reign over the
. house ‘of Israel: foreVer, Whleh 1
* ¢quld not: conceive to- be in aceond
| ance Wlth the. laws of the churoh
| but I did not oppese this move,
thinking it none of my business.
- Joseph, - however,
vinced before his death that he
- bdd done wrong; for about three
. weeks before his death I met him
. one morning in the street and he
¢ #said to  me, :‘Brother Marks, I
. hgve something to cdmmunicate to

‘sat down together, when he said,
“we ‘are a ruined people.’ - [ asked,
‘How so?: He said, ‘This doctrme

“of Polygamy, or- spiritual wife

: system, that has been taught and

practmed among us will prove our

" have beien decelved m
f-1ts pra;ctlee.r
"curse tt mankmd

reference to

k eneﬁt mankind, therefore, when

Kingly

.became con-|
you; we retired to a by-place and |

Vdestruct] on” and oyerthrow. 1

It: is. wrong; it is a|ne
| &nd we - shallg
Tni yes |

l
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¥

have not received this doctrlne, :
I want you

and how glad I am, -
to go into the ngh ‘Council, and T
will’ ha,ve ehaa:'ges preferred a,gamst’
all who practice this doctrine, and
I want you to try them by -the
laws of the (thrch -and- cut them -
off if: th,ey will not repent and !
cease @he,praetme of this doctrine, '
and I-will go into the stand and

preach against it with all my

might, and in this way we may
id the church of this damnabie
I;eresy '

| "But - before this plan could be
put; into execution the mob -began
to gather, and our attention neces-
satily was directed to them.

“I again met Joseph when he
was about fo start for Carthage.
He said to me, ‘Brother Marks', 1
have become convinced since Ilast
saw you, that it is my. duty" togo
to Carthage, and deliver  myself
up as & lamb to the slaughter,”

“I mentioned the circumstinces
of these conversations with Joseph
to many of the brethren- immedi--
ately after his death, but the only
effect it had'was to raise a report -
that Bro. Marks was about to

apdsta,tlze' and my statement of -

the. e()nversa,tlon Iﬁ reference to". :
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- Huarbinger and Béneemy’s Organ,
by Chas. B. Thompson; its Editor:

“When Bro. Marks  first re-
ported to me those conversations
he had with Joseph before his
death, in regard :to the practice
and teaching of Polygamy in the
church, and the plan suggested' by
J oseph for its suppression by the
authority of the High Council, he
(Bro. Marks) told ‘me that he said
to Joseph that ‘“in order to enable
him (Bro. Marks) to ‘act in the’
" High Council on  his -charges
against others, it weuld’ be neces-
sary for him (J. oseph) hrst to
make public confession of his.own
teaching and pra,ctlce of it, and
state thsgt he was ,conmnced_now
that it was wrong, and that he
himself would from henceforth
cease its teachings and its practice.
Then the plan you propose might
work to- aceomplish - the purpose
designed, otherwise it would not.”

“Joseph then said, ‘If I should
do that they would kill me,’

_The above-named cenversatmn
between Bro. Marks and. Joseph
makes it very pla,m why' Joseph
finally was convinced that it was
his duty to go to Carthage.

“Now, Bro. J. W, J@hnsem, if

you have Vol. 6.0f the Salt Lake|

Historieal Recﬂrd, pubh&hed by
-Andrew Jenson. in 188 ; and will

#_turn to page 221 and read the &ﬁ-‘

- davit.of Benjamin (F
~ Wﬂl' nderaf;zmd ‘ }ﬁy

tial Marmage

Celestial Marriage, and asked hi

first impulse of my feelings,

the face, and told him that I had

take for him a message to my sis-
ter, and if the doctrine was true,

Hurbinger and Beneemy’s: Orgam;;

“This B. F. Johnson says thaf:f,
in April of 1843, Joseph: taught
him the Prmmple of Plural: or,

for his sister Almira to be h;ls
wife, and says that, ‘under ‘the

looked him calmly, but firmly

always believed him to be a geod
man, and wished to believe it still,
and would try to; and that I -would

all would be well; but if X should
afterwards learn tha:t it was offered
to ingult or prostitute my sister, i
would take his life; with a smile
he replied, ‘Benjamin, you will
never see that day; but you shall |-
live to know that it is true and Te- | .
joice in it C
*“This Epistle of Wm Marks is
from Chas. B. Thompson’ s*Z&mzs

for July, 1858, published at the
time at St. Louis, Mo.; Maiak
having for a time fallen in: with
‘Thompson’s church ergamza,m
The Epistle was on page- 52 to 5d
of Vol. 8, No. 7 Gf Thomyéezl
paper.. )
‘The foregoing. prstle wag #
nighed me’ by C. W. La:ng of
»Magnolm, Iowa. B ~
April 97, 1898,
B W JGHNSON,
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Goés Be@lmg Wiﬂ; ’E‘he
Sinner.| B
6éA.ncl now, my som, I pek'cewe
- : hele is somewhat more which
| - |doth werry your mmd Wh],l(,h yo
- |eannot understand; which'is. con-
cerning. the justice of God in the
punishment of the sinner. For ye
' -|do try to siippose. t}pa,t it is injus-
-/ |tice that the ginner gshould bgeon-
" |signed [to a state | of misery.”
(Almd, to his son izohanton.) _
Ag it was with Corjanton and
many of his blethrep, go-it is with
| |many in our day. lThey “do try
| ito suppose that it is in justice that
| the; (1mpen1'tent) sinnen should be
001}81gned to a state of misery;”
rand: thus do they ‘btumble at
- noonda,y, as in the night.”
Toall who are npt. wilfully

‘in explanation .of this matter,
“ought to afford .them much light.
" And ifithey will not heed the plain
tea.chmgs of Alma, how can I hope
. to make them under stand that the
]udgménts of the Lord:are true
‘and. rlghteous altogether:; But as
: Alma has ‘‘planted,”
famthearted indeed if I should, re-
fuge to “watel, ‘and
“Gad - to give thé
Therefore let us hope
be! able to 88
Wlll convince Zome poor wayfarer

““Inecrease.”
that I may

ltoggther 1'1ghteous Judgmént
is &‘steppmgstone to lifft us s up,
ather than a| stumbling stone to

L would be-

ta trust to

somethmg which

t this seeming injustice is an

| cast us down

An eminent writer has said, ‘It
is by three things the penitent sin-
ner F‘ecelves pardon. By the jus-
tice! of God, .the mercy of God,
a,n?’d‘)the truth of God.” Now, to”
realize the wisdom and beauty of
this triple alliance, let us consider
for a moment what a dreary world

this would be if the voice of mercy
would be silent, while strict justice
was being meted out. On the
other hand, what a reign of con-
fusion Would be inaugurated if
justice should withhold his de-
mands, and mercy should hold full
pway.
and mercy are so divergent in their
nature -that, like water and oil,

ﬁthere must needs be a third ele-
‘ment, carrying within it a potent -
‘blind, the further words of Alma [harmonizing. influence.
' |tential element is found in the
;trubh of God;-
fha,rmomze these elements, but it
‘a,lso affords a, solution of the ap-

This po-

not-only does it

parent mystery which so worried
the mind of Corianton and likewise
others to-day. To question the
justice of a matter, and to' doubt
the! cla,lms of mercy. is our un-
doubted : ‘privilege, -for it is only
through questioning that we can
gahn knowledge; ia,nd there ‘must.
be . doubts: Entll we become thor-
oughly conyinced. . But ‘to doubt -
the truth {f‘ God, would beas|fool-, -

ish.in'us a8 to doubt ’fur'o L
istence. - **“For what if
not bghe;ve,,,_, says. P

‘
I

And then again, justice
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their unbelief make the ’fal th ‘of
God without effect?” - Now, if
God’s truth is conceded, it follows
that all ‘his plans are trune; his
]udgments are true, and his final
purpose -is that true ha.ppmness
may be the portion of all who con-
fide in his wisdom; love and truth.
O how my heart swells: with
emotions of hope, joy, gra,t;ltude
and wonder, when T contemplate,
as I often do, the perfecbness of
this plan of progressive enlighten-
ment, which leads us ever forward
and upward into .greater degrees
~of happiness. ~ Hope grows brigh-
er at each new development and|
oyr joy more intense, as our hearts
expand into larger experiences.
Our gratitude grows upon us day
by day, as we realize tha,t We also
are deemed worthy to receive such

gifts and blessings as fa’,ll to the
lot of those who are obedlent to’

the Father’s will. And O the
wonder of it -all, the, posmbﬂlty of
such happiness,’ and that through-
out oll eternity. Only Divine love
could conceive of it, and’ only Di-

vine wisdom could mstltute such

., perfect ‘measures for our “eternal
-» welfare. Only- Dlvme power could
" bend all things to. the accomphsh—

.ment of this end, and only -Divine

o Ltruth could thus W ’ld D:mne 1ove, :

o
- i
} [
{ ! .
[ [

;

t -

S

man that thou art mmdfu]} of | h'
and the Son of Mai, that ghmll
itest him? For thou hgst m
him g little lower than the a gdls,
and hast crowned him. wn;h gl' ry*
and honor.” !

- Now this cry of God’s m]nstme,
when duly analyzed, is only the
cry of a self-convicted egotist Wh;
having mastered the rudiments of
learning, in the study of -human
laws and human systems, sets him-
seli up as comipetent tol cutlms&
Divine laws and condemn Divine
syétem&. If such critics would

éfpend as much thought in the
rt. to comprehend the certainty -
of| ' things foretold in pmphecy and -
reﬂrela,txon, as they expend in the
effort to justify unbelief and diso~
‘bedience, it would ‘startle their
benumbed intellects inte a. grander
perceptionof life’s duties'and life’s
posslblhtzes. ¥ The Divine pm‘é@
is clearly outhned in Alma’s teach-
1ngs, which in substance s i
A just law was given and a pnm
ishment affixed; or if no law had
been given, neither| justice -ner

and executeth the Iaw, a,n(l i;h 5
mﬁleteth the pumshment.”




N J
e

THE RETURN

' .iGod that they may be. ]udged ac-
~ cording to the law and justice. In
~ this way, “justice exerciseth all
‘his  demands, 4nd mercy also
-claimeth all Whl(}:h is her.own, and
thus none-but the truly penitent
are saved” We are saved, as Bro.
rown mtlmates," from moment to
‘noment,! and from day to day,
_ {ccmdmg to our diligence in lov-
.ing ‘and serving Ged with our
might, 'mind and strepgth. May
the God! of Justice, Mercy and
Truth bé and abide with you al-
Ways. is my prayerful hope.
SUMMER B. VVEST

wny Did ’E‘he Lord Command
. Water Baptism.

. Editors of RETURN:

| THe above! comlgandmen was
first presented to my mind-
who | a,ddressed the April Confer-
‘énce held in; Lamoni, Iowa,

Day Salnts, and that was Z. H.
Gutley, who claims to be called of
God to, preach the gospel of Christ.
Twill éopy a few of his remarks to
lllustr@te the:s qualifications of an
elder in the church of Christ, and
1 %dér in one of the: facmons

-Gbd hiis adopted. for the salvation

.,,theli' an words, whwh will b

o La,ttex“ )ay Bainte’

J; issudd April 30; 1899, |elder
Iﬁr. Z ,g.H Gurley 8- Te-| €

‘upon that rock, Christ.
they are perfectly ignorant of the
|second commandient of the gos-

y one |

by
the J osephlte faction of ]La;tter

“The ignorance of the plan which |-

’ ﬁ the, human fa,mlly, is mamfestedﬂwew compelled.in " the" begm ing

“We beheve in. the doctrme of
baptism by water and Spirit, to
make us members of the kingdom.
Why God commanded water bap-
tism, ‘we do not know. Why it is
essentla,l I am not competent: to
say But it is a duty ” :

“Since the coming forth of the
Nephlte Scrlptufes, a great many
factions have sprung up. - All of
them claim that the doctrine of
Christ is the only sure foundation,
and all of them iclaim to be. built
But still

pel. I do hope that the elders of
the church of Christ are net so
ignorant of the doctrine of bap-
tism by water that they cannot
teach the doctrine of Christ.  Re-
pent and be baptized, is the- first
principles of the doctrine. of
Christ, and he who is ignorant of
the meaning, force and -effect of
water. baptism, should ,first re- '
pent of his sins and be baptlzed by
aservant of Christ; and. after he
has been baptized into the Church
of Christ, if he will live a godly
life, the Lord will reveal to him
why water baptlsm was instituted.

For _this cause (1gnorance) ‘the_
elders (of the Church of - Cfmst

to W;Lthdmw from all ‘the lea,ders:

ol that water
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the only way into the kingdom of
God.  Now if baptism is the Gate
through which we pass out of the
world into the Kingdom of Christ.
then it must follow that the elders
have authority to open the gate
that leads into that kingdom.

Now any one can baptize anoth-
er by water; but man-made elders
can never open the gate and in-
duct men and women into the
kingdom of God’s dear Son.

Why did God command baptism
of water and of the BSpirit to
make us members of his kingdom?
I might ask, Why did God com-
mand repentance? Why? Because
in the act of Repenting, we ane
%epamted from our sins. There
is a separating significance to the
word Repent. Separate yourself
from everything of an earthly na-
ture, casting aside every desire to
thinister to the flesh. The aect of
itself places s between the earth
and the kingdom of God, while
baptism of water opens the gate
and we Enter into the kingdom of
God. It is the New Birth. “‘Ex-

cept a man be Born again, he can-

not see the kingdom of God.” 1
call the beaders attention to the
word -“‘horn” again. Nicodemus
wag surprised when he received
from the Savior of the world such
an answer to his questions. To
be born again was a strange doc-
trine in that day. (Jven as strange
as the doetrine of ““all things com-
mon” in  the Chumh of Christ

would be, if taught to-day; yet it

is the only true doctrine.) But it
was the doctrine of Christ. Born
agaln means a new birth; or in

other words, it is the second birth. -

We were born according to the
flesh into this earth; then we must
be born according to the Spirit in-
to the kingdom of God. By this

process weo become spiritual be- -
ings, and are far above aﬂ earthly -

things.

We have another view of this

second birth, and I will try to

make it 80 plain that a child can

understand it. How shall we re-
pent, unless some ome he author-

ized from God to teach us the true

meaning of sin. It must be ex-

plained so that in choosing we:

make no mistake, taking evil for
good, and good for evil.
with baptism.

must know why we are commanded

to repent, and why we are com-
manded to be baptized by water.
And 1t is the duty of the elders of

the Church of Christ, to teach - %h—e
world why it is essential to Sal‘v&«
tion, for an elder of Christ ﬁ}ﬁst

show himself a workman approved
We are all born into the -
The first birth means
“As in Adam all die.”
That (death} B
We.
are born into the kingdom of ‘God
“Kven so in Christ ghal

of God.
earth to die.
2 death.
(1st Cor. 15:22.)
an end of our carnal natme

to live.
all be made alive.’

3%

Here we havt

www.LatterDayTruth.org

So it is
In order to havea -
living faith in God’s promises, we

-1
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the meaning iof waten baptism.
| “As is the.earthly,| such are
they also that are earthy. and: as
ithe heavenly, such aire they also
‘that ard heavenly.” : When we
e ad the doctrine of |Christ, 1t
'_bes appear to be so plain that &
hild could underst,and it. Yet
We T ?3’6: that Christ did expm;nd
“all. things wunto the |Nephites.
‘Page 469 Book of Nephi, chapter
A1 7. :

13 When the gospel was ¢committed
* to the Apostles by Chrigt himself
“after "his resurrection, | he com-
‘manded ‘the Apostles thus: = (Luke
241.49.) *“‘And behold, send the
" promise of mj Father ypon you:
But tarry ye in the city of Jerusa-
~lem, until ye. belendued Wi
“er from on hlgh ”
'not mean that every man i shall go
to Jerusalemtd receive authority
to pl*ea’ch but We do mean that all

to expound the doctrine lof Christ,

|
must come to Christ, for in him is

all kndwledge H)rought
mn'.f We read, but do not under-
stand the doctl ine of q;ln ist;
£ we |did,. ‘thefe woull be
J sephltes, nox‘ Hedrickites, |
'rlgha,mxtes, et

. one-in, ddctrme.} fa,lth "
actite. -When we ggcexve

for
: n()
1101‘

jand

_who have been dr will be qualified’

r‘o perfec~

Bu@ é,ll would

: {the| |
it, 11'0ugh¢ fit the elders| =
ill| be ablé to explain |'  Thel

we e,énilay hold of the words of
Christ, then, and not before, will

we. be a,ble to expound all things

by the power of Christ. The Holy *
Ghost means a eonvincing 'power.,
Let us live for it. TLet us seek it
,| with all we have and: are, until we .
shall receive. -
" Yours in the falth
, - Jomn C. Cox. -
- Ft. Bragg, Cal., March, 1898.

We had two good ‘“‘meetings”
while at Bro, Clark’s house, the
Spirit of, the Lord being with us,
one person signifying ‘their inten-

tention of being ba,ptlzed soon. mto
the church

-Bro. P. A, Page Went to Inde-

,pendence, Mo., on his way to

Louneﬂ Bluffs, and while at Inde-.
‘pendence he baptized Bro. J, W.
J: ohnsop .of that-place, and ordam-
ed h1m to the office of an Qt‘der

Other br ‘e'threng ;havé Writt’en* -
letters’ for TaE RETURN urging =~
that the~ Book of ‘Mormon be
pubhshed ag s00n as _possible,- but
their Tetters were crowded out of o
'thls 1ssu(a.t§ B ¥ TN,

fo the understanding of | havi

7! gro'wh mt()Chflv‘lsﬁ,{_ o




Published monthly by ’l‘he (hurcEi Chi‘ist

i Subscripﬁon $1.00 Pel‘ Year.

. Subscript tions commen(,e Wit Janua,ry
number. ddress all comjmunications to
THE RETURN, Box 47, 1 enver Oolp

Entered at Post Ofﬂce a.t Deﬁ;ver, 0010 =
as Second-Class Ma,tter

Board of Pnblication and Edlt;ors
Page, John Clark, W.S. Roberts,
Snyder. C . |

P.A.
John J.

- On April 2d thexe Waé; present
at Bro. (Jla,rk’s%&house, nQar Coun-
cil Bluffs, Iowa, the onHowmg
brethren: P. A. ;Page, H. C.

and John J. Snyder,;
~ Nearly all. the é]der

expressing their' )ms es in regard
to the printing’ of| ithe Book of
Mormon, all desiyinf& it printed as
soon as possible and convenient.
It is of course needldss to say that
we all desire it ‘printed from the
“original manuscript; if we can; and
if -not, then the majority have
voted to print it from- the Salt
 Lake edition, with the references
~ to the Doc. and Cov. cut.out.

It. developes thatl;we have a ‘good

| has been here in Kansas City since
Hoyt, H. A. Thomas, John (Jlark

: of the.
- church were heard i om by letter

poses to- agsist 'in  the wor
ye | proof:-: 1'ead1ng after the P
1| veaders of ‘the  printers,

4 v_,_smm as the exeeutora B

’ | read, the better 11; should *pl
| the chm ch.

- The publishing house that pro
poses to do the printing is in' Kan
sas City, "Mo. , being the Hudgon
Kimberly Pubhshlng Co., a lar
and reliable house. The write;

April 6th, (on his own ‘expense;
and not at expense of the church
fund,) striving to accomplish this,
work of getting -the Book printed,
from the manuscript; while: w
have the opportunity to print frof
it, having ‘good reason to- behev
that if the church lets this oppor:
tunity -pass, we will not have an
other; one reason being. that Bl’ﬂ
Schweich has made a v
tract -with a publisher, who- toll
us that he will have the Book cop
righted when he prints it. -Th
if we want to prmt ‘from th
book any  time- in the future, av
are satlsﬁed that at least 8500 ,
tra- would be asked of us far th
prwllege of doing so. . '
- Bro., George F.- Hequlk p

;expect to: commence ﬁ}e
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ing -on the work has been caused
by the executors not wanting to
act until a third executor was
chosen. They are now about to
decide upon a third executor, and
as goon as he is chosen, we hope to
begin on the work.

Address all communications as
usual, to Trr Rerurx, Box 47,
Denver, Colorado, and the same
will be forwarded.

War hetween this country and
Spain is now in progress. All of
. you no doubt read the newspapers
and are posted as to the causes
which brought on the war.

In our opinion the cup of in-
iquity of this our own nation is
 almost full. The Scriptures say
that ij,;hg wicked slay the wicked.
If nagions were keeping the com-
mandments of God, there would
be no «%ar, but peace continually.
Yes, if all people were keeping
the commandments of God, they
would have the Spirit of God in
their hearts, and the fruits of that
Spirit, and instead of trouble, wars

~and distress on the earth, there|i

would be heaven here upon the

 earth, and love and peace and joy
But it is not.

in the Holy Ghost.
: The people.are wicked, and
©, very wicked, hence they must be
. stirred up unto repentance i if there
-is any repentance in them. ,

» How different this nation goee
1faz th to battle to- (iay as did saame

nations in times of old? This
nation goes forth to fight in their
own strength, and not in -the
strength of God of Israel.

It the powers do not interfere,
and the war in only between the
United States and Spain, there is
no question about which will con-
quor in the end. QOur nation has
about seventy millions of people
and plenty of mohey. Spain has .
about eighteen millions of people
and is impoverished. There is no
telling, however, where the end
will be _if the powers take a hand.
This war may involve the nations
of the earth in war.

As to the justice of our cause in
this trouble, as compared to that
of Spain, the following from an
exchange we/ ‘thinls is pertinent:

“Our nation has only bad four
wars during its 120 years. The
first was to gain her independence
as a separate and distinct nation;
the second to protect the rights of
her citizens; the third for the
acquisition of territory, and the
fourth for the maintenance of its
emstence as a united nation, and
in three of these wars our quane}
was just. In the fifth, the present
war, no one in this land questions
the righteousnessof our cause. It
is not for the acquisition of terri-
tory; Cuba must have her own
government; the star of a new
republic must shortly shine from
the ‘Queen of the Antilles.” It is
not for the glory of our army or -

“www.LatterDayTruth.org
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navy, blilt, on behalf of and for
freedom. of Cuba from - tyranny,
‘and to stop the work ¢f starvation

“and bloodshed in that downtrod-

den island, that this nation clothes

herself in the habiiirrﬁents of war.
‘““ ‘Wherever the Spaniard has
gone, he has left a trail of blood,’

" is too true in the history - of that

nation. It was the boast ¢f the

 Duke of Alva -that he had pub-

hcly executed 18,000 human beings
in the Netherlands; and ‘the :mur-
dered and massacred ran 1nt0 the
hundreds of thoUsamds Passing

coming to the rule of ' Spain in the
New World, her history is written
in tears and blood. The murder-

ous, brutal hands of the Pizarros’

in Peru, the extermination of the

present ‘starvation and decimation
‘of Cuba’s population, all speak of
Spanish cruelty; nameless horrors
and barbarous 1nhuman1tles .com-
mitted by her. e

- “During. the three long years'
- that -Cuba has‘}een struggling to
gain her freeddbm, this nation has|

shown great self-restraint.. .Qur
Symp&thles have been with the
Cubans, for they have been sadly

~misgoverned and terribly op-

*pressed, but during -all. th@ “years
of strife this nation has restramed

" herself and allowed Spam t0 carry
_on her work of blood, looking
" towards. the extelmmazﬂmn -of the|*®

abang. In- ca,lrymg on the war,

Spain has sent across thel-"Aﬂg

tigation, shows that it was. de?
. over the fearfnl Ingplsltlon, and jstroyed by an external exp]‘osmn

of the American natlon be 11: sal
she did not seek a war of reveng

‘natives of Mexico by Cortez, the ;the hqnm of the flag Amerios b

land it has become the duty. of

icontra,ctmg parties, andlbf

more than 200,000 of her SOns;
over one-half of ‘these are dead (
invalided.. Cuba has lost - fros
one-third to one-half of hel pop
lation.

““The forbearance and 1‘('mg§ élif
fering of this land have bee
greatly tried of late by the destruc-
tion of the battleship Maine in ixhé
harbor of H@vana which from
evidence laid before the premdent
and cabinet, by the board of’ invey

Yet in this matter, to the reno',;,

The war cry is not “Remember th
Maine,” but ‘Cuba Libre.’ .,’;E‘

piaced the cause of war on hlghgf
grounds than revenge, even th:
of 2 humamtarmn basw . :

the complete pamﬁoatmn and i in |
pendence of Cuba. o

" “The time has come when
tlonal restr amt has ceased ‘to.bé
virtue, in view of the- Cuban-
United States to step hetwes

mterventmn brmg th
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Ocprn, Utah, March 25, '98. us just what we must do to bhe
To the Chureli; Greeting. saved; and how to organize his
Dear Brethren and Sisters: (Christ’s) church; and all that we
With pleasure, we also, claim-jare to do in it, and how to do
ing to be believers in the Bible|them; this, then, is full and plain.
and the Book of Mormion, deem it|It says that rhany plain things
a blessed privilege to he‘u from | having been taken away or kept
- others built! on the same founda-|back from the Bible, 5o it is not
tion; the rock of revelation, rock |for us to build or organize upon.
of truth, even the Rock of Christ. | Shall we leave the fullness and go
And it is most gratifying to know |to that which is in part for our
that that Rock will never - be|pattern? May Godhelp us to con-
shaken, neither them that build|sider this and be wise builders of
thereon. Blesged he the name of | the kingdom of God, ismy prayer.
the Lord, Amen. The Book of Mormon is the Stand-
It seems that the devil has made | ard or Ensign that should be raised
his points with s6me who stopped [in the last days, and the people
our progress for a time, but let us|were to flock to it. We of course
learn from past’ experience and|do not deny the Bible, but to the
make up for lost time. We have|contrary, we testify that it is also
- seen this little flock here torn and |the word of the Lord, but has also
scattered, and now we are trying, | been crucified as was Christ; and
by the help of God, to bring to-|he (Christ) knew that this would
gether and build up again, for|be the case, hence he said he would
which we neépd your faith and|not leave the people in blindness,
prayers. but would raise a Standard or an
Now brethren, let us he careful | Ensign to the people, that whoso-
and build according to the pattern, | ever would look to it, might be
remembering that the 'Book of|saved. '
Mormon is the fullness of the gos- Now brethren, I exhort you in
pel to us to-day! relying upon the|the name of Jesus Christ, to turn
‘things that are written; for in|your attention to the Book of
them, says Christ, Are written all T\’IOI‘mons'&nd beecome thoroughly
: thmgs concerning my church, my |acquainted with its contents, and
P g()ggpel and my &3]\’3&011 — ‘build the p&tterﬂ according to it. »
- Why is the Book of Mormon|If we do, it will stand; if we do
-1 the fulness of the gospel to us?|not, it will fult.
Because it contains the plan of life| There are many points worthy
. andsalvation,coupled with Christ’s, | of notice, which I will not touch
" not man’s orgmnfzatmn Tt teﬂs «upon this time, but hope to do so

www . LatterDayTruth.org -
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somie time in the future

Now brethren, while' We do not
wish to build ‘ourselves | up in-our
own estlmatlon or agqulze our-
selves, yet it becorhes everyone to
reveal the hght they have received
for the building up and- -edifying
of the Church of Christ. I hope
 every one will deeply consider

these things by the poWer of the
- Holy Ghost.

I wish to say that we are glad
to.see the RETURN again, and to
see the good “bplrlt thafn prevails
generally, and pray for the pros-
perity of the RETURN that it may
~ not only strengtben and encourage
the church, but that it may be the
means of bungmg many motre to
the fold of Christ,-Amen.

There are but: three famlhes of
~us here as yet, who meet together
" in the name of the Lord, a,nd we
testify that the Lord has shown
forth his works in us. -
Lord wake us all apsto a knowl-
edge of our duty as it is in Christ,
is the prayer of
- Your: unwarthy br ethren in
Cln igt, Amen

“H. bAGKETT
,L. L. HamMER.
’Loms MiLLeR.

: DDAR BRETHREN ,

‘1 'wish to say, in the fear of

B God ;that I have no selhsh motlve
' Whaﬁéver, in stuvmg to get the
"Bgok of Mornon rpublished ‘from

May the|

| own, ““published by the |Lhu1*ch @gf‘

’ prmted we will then alfl have on
Book of M01mon to

right. to- ‘the chapter -¢

my time, and means, trying to
the book published for. the go
of the church only.. I am mot
making, nor will I ever make,
penny out of the sales of the bo¢
or out of the whole transactiol
any way whatever. P
T have reasons for saymg 8311
say here. 7 B
When the books are prmted
they will be delivered to one of
the executors, and the proceeds
from the sales will go ,back into*.
the Adams Estate fund.
I consider that to have the Book
of Mormon printed will' do- thi
church much good, fm the follbw*
ing reasons: :

First: We can put the books ati |
a price that is within thxe reach 01?
the poor. :

Second: When a seeke1 afte;ti
the truth desires a Book of Mo
mon, we row have to tell him- tb
send a dollar to- Lamon , Towa, orf
to Salt Lake C1ty, h, for
book; and he receives a |b00k pub
lished by oné of those churches.” ’

- The i Church of Christ shomf
have a. Book -of Mormdn of thel

m

Christ.” ..
Third: When we get/our book

efel '
other to, ‘md ean refer aeh ot

Ag it is ‘now, the brethre 0
ehixrch out West h
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‘have the Lamom book and the
1chapters ‘and  verses ' (or ‘para-
graphs,) in these two books are
’dlﬁ“el ent; hence we cannot refer
each e)tl)ér to a passage of Scrip-

§book¢ and the other a Lamom
'book.

sages of Scripture in the Lamonl
book, and others who usz the Salt
) Lake book refer to passages.in it,

| sea because of all not. having 'the

| passage! that a brother or ‘suster
IE Iefels ta in the Return. - !'

' For all ‘of ‘the three reasons
‘ above glven, and for other| réasons,
- I cenmdqr it of the utmost import-
- 1ance that tlfxe church - hgs'the Book

: good oppottunity to pmnt 1’0 from

»vopportumty might .pass,) and
i while: Bro.

time to gu;f to the work, Whlch we

may ‘not have 1f the WOlk 18 de-
layed much longer. ,
Bro. He(ﬂrlck and T me Wmtmg

| ’%‘é?ad W’lth the ¢ twor k.

Youx B1 o5 Ch1 1St

i»vtme Wlﬁen one has a Salt Lake
|had the

. In our writings in the RETURN "
some'of the brethren refevr to pa,S?

- same bﬁ)ok 80 we can find everyr

1 of Mormop pubhshed' and pub-ﬂ»-
~llshed nOWJ while we ha,ve sﬁch a

the; ,original “manpscript, (which:

IHedrlck and I have tho

for bhe executpis to tell us to go‘ :

Druny, ;Mo-.,‘&prﬂ 26, 1898. . -
Editors Rirunn

- DEear B, ETHREN

Myseli and family were made to
rejoice thropgh the kindness of -
our dearly beloved brother, P, M.
Givan, of Independence, Mo., who - -
ack numbers of ‘the

RETURN s%nt to us. In reading its

pages we felt at times in the Spirit
that we were in a meéting with the
brethren, and listening to the-tes-
timonies fall from their lips; so

grand and. good,’ ‘that it gave to us’

hence we are-all mixed up and at|fresh encouragement to “fight on.

1t is sometimes discouraging when

we. eontemplate the terrible state
of darkness the people are in. But
with thtgi}elp of our-Master who
is.ever 1eady to. help those seeking -
ea,rnestly for his assistance, we
hopeto do God’s: will. * We were.
sorrowful to read of the death of
Rosa Smith, sister to Bro. Roth,

of New Orleans But our: sorrow-i
-mg1 was not of a dOubtful nature, .
for, we are assured that.che has
gone to rest in the ‘bosom: of the
Father, until Jesus Christ shall -
come,- at which time, if we live =~
ffmfshful we expect to- see her o

W SNID}?}E d; am
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the fruit, the children of the kmg-
dom of Chnst and with his help
bring souls to repentance. :
Thave spoken or preached thirty-
one times since coniing to South-
ern Missouri, last October. At
four different places I held a series
of meetings, about one mile from
where I now live, at which: time I
feel assured that the people had a
I have been
blessed in speaking, and- hope and
trust I will continue to have God’s
help. T delight in the work, and
long. to see the own:due time of
the Lord come, when I may be
blessed with the privilege of going
among the remnant of Jacob and
declaring to them that part of the
great things of God’s law to Eph-
raim. [ also would like te go

- some place .among the brethren

and locate where my family could
have the pr 1vﬂege of being with
disciples, while I’ would be away
preaching. I am not impressed

by the Spirit that there is muéh

work to be done here; but I do
long to see the work of the Fathlsr
commenced with the Israel of God,
and when it goes: with its fullness
and by- the power of the Holy
Ghost, T hope to be one of | the
servants to go, for I have strong
faith in the work. I do hope that
I'may accomplish some wor | in

the name and by the a,uthorr y of'
~ Chvist.

I hopé rthe Bookaof Mq ]

- f;NEbphlte SCI‘leruI' . Wﬂ’l 500 )

speed the work of the RETURN,

I rejoice to know that if

followers, believing that

says, If any man preach any othe

Abé"')accul sed. We know that there:
‘are many systems of rehgiom sei'g
up by man, but Christ has taught’

: thy na,me, thy kingdom- eome

out 80 we can place coples ofitin
the handslof the honest pogr. I
want the RETURN sent to me, and |
as soon as I can, T will sen som'e
money to the office, but'j “justinpw I
am not able to send. any, | God

and bless and prosper all hig serv-
ants and handmaidexis, so that we.:
can do more for his cau than
heretofore. SRR
Your Bro. in bonds of 1q e,
JamEs P. BEN’?ON.

AMBRUST, Penn., Mar, 24 1898.
Editors RETURN. - -
DEAR BRETHREN:
I have been thinkingifor some
time about writing youjto inform =
you that I rejoice thaf there is-
such a paper as the ReTurn; and
dares to
print the truth as it is|in Christ
Jesus; and I look forward with
delight to a unity of all ¢f Chrisds
we must
all be of one mind,  perfectly |
joined together, speaking’ the samg

things; and we know, as P&u,“:
F

gospel, or through an angel fron
heven preach any other, let hin¥

his. dls(nples to pray, “‘Our Fathe:
who -art in heaven; hallowe& b

¢ done on ealth a8 i
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: that kmgdom bemg establ"s ed
~ “lupon ' this t‘;’szuth and the little
.| stond ' whieh Daniel saw cut out! of
| the mountgiﬁ,i will roll unml it
. .| covers the earth
| T am glad that God is no respec—
" er of persons, and whosoever will
% may come atid drink of the water
o of life freely, ‘without money and
. without price. T believe in the
¢ glorious restoration of the gospel.
© Paul says, ‘““The gospel is the pow-

ef of God;” and we know the|

ppwer of Grod needs no reformmg
-+ 1 like to read the letters in the
; RETURN and would like to know

.* how soon the Book of Mormon:

| will be published, and how much
-4 per copy you will ask for it, as I
C wa It some of them when they are
. publlsheyl 1 hope that all things

| of the gospel will be removed.
' You may continue to send me the
ReTurN, and I will remit, for it m
. the near future. I remain, .
Yom Bro. in bonds of love,
’ J. L. ARMBRUST

Pm ris, Apnl 29. -Thg¢ Papls

' Aurore announces to-day that oX-
- traordinary activity prevaths< “m
' naval and military circles through-

- out France, At Brest| there is
.+ much comment upon the

- @ late hotir every night
uworkmen are employed

: Sundays. -

“m&termls of all eo.xts have beeﬁ

and the

L , fact that|i
L Work at the arsenal contifiues until
flection trpon the "patriotism of ‘the ™
all dayl
Large or ders fm war | 'the ehurch would urge the. saints

to enhst —-——E?:msm | C’Wy “World,

placed and all the coast batteries
have been supplied with'provisions
and munitions sufficient for several
months. - '

It is also announced that fresh
batteries have been erected at
Ushant, that all the French war
ships recently mobilized are kept
in fighting trim and ready for sea
at a moment’s notice and that the
reserves have been notified to ex--
pect a—call for active service.—
Kansas Oty Stars

It was decided at the late Con-
ference of the Reorganized Church
to have a General Conference here-
after every two years mstead of
annually.

We sincerely hope that the - -
brethren. and sisters will not for-

, get to write for the Rarurw.
i which seem ‘to! hinder' the spread |

énd on your letters, to Box 47, -
Denver, Colorado. '

Salt Lake, Utah, ~April 29.—A
letter. from the first president of .
the Mormon church to Governor
Wells on the subject of enlistrents
has caused something of a sensa-
tion. The president said that' the
fact that Apostle Brigham Young,
in a discourse at the tabernacle
Sunday, counseléd  the saints yto

remajn at home, and that “the 1 re-

crur,tmg office in this city the open- -
ing day secured only forty-seven :
voiunteers, was recra,rded as a-re-

peopleiand that the ‘presidency



“Return unto me and | will return unto you, saith the Lord of Hosts.'—Mal. 8:7.

Vol. 6.

| Benvéi, Cfoioraéo,_juﬁe, 1898.

In Christ Is Life Eyérlafsﬁngﬁ

“I am the true Vine, and my
Father is the husbandman, Every
branch in me that beareth not
fruit, he taketh away; abide in
me, and Iin you; as the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself; except
it abide in the Vine, no more can
ye, exeept ye abide inme. I am
the Vine, ye are the. branches.
He that abideth in me, andI in
him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit; for without me ye can: do
nothing.” ¢ (John 15; 1-6.) ]

I have selected these words of
Christ to impress upon your
minds the importance of getting
into Christ. Can you conceive of
. any other plan, name, or way,
whereby we can obtain eternal
life in the eternal kingdom of God
the Father except by the gospel?
Can you get in Christ by faith
alone? No, hecause faith without
works is dead being alone, Hear
what Paul says to his son Timothy,
(1; 9-10.) “Who hath saved us,
and called us with an holy calling;
not according to our works, but
acoording to his own purpose and
“grace, (favor) which “was given us

in Christ Jesus before the world/

began; but is now made manifest
by the appearing of our Saviour
Jesus Christ. Who hath abolished
death, and hath brought life and

1mm01ta,hty to light thiough the
gospel. »

Now dear reader can you net .

see and understand that our salva-
tion and calling was fore-ordained
in Christ Jesus before the world
began? It was foreseen by God
that Adam would tranagress, by
which he would lose his standing
in the spiritua] life before God,
and through his transgression. all
would die; and now it is only

through obedience ‘to the gospel’

that we can obtain life and im-

mortality; and there is| no other
way or name only in aid through
Christ. Jesus, who took
himself to atone . for the sin of |

Adam’s transgression; ffor as in

Adam all die; even sof in Christ |
shall all be made alivé;}; but every
{man in his own order} for if he
Lt, he shall -
.be raised at the first r ntaéuxrectmn
s kingdom -

shall fall asleep in Chril

to inherit life in Chris
with the Fathersbut ﬁhe chked

will receive their reqva,rd fmgn :
their master they have gerved haée;

it upon

on earth, and will come fozth %It; o

the second resurrection;

be turned over

which is to be cast out

and his angels. |
Now-1 have oni

wwa,rd of the wicked t

honest and car efui we s, t:uld be in

\\'\\'\\'.Lattcr[h\'Trughm‘u

7 to gppez‘a ,f
at the judgment seat ofl Christ, 10 -
be judged of their works, and will
to their master
whom they have. ser ved while in ,
this earth, to receive their rewsrd. .
from- the
presence of God, with the éevllt

s;mk‘en Qf the
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A - Faiths - déstroys

“conversion of a soul.”
Paul was speaking to those who
hiad already obeyed tiose princi-
;- ples.
. them t0°leave them and not go

“he’ sees the ne@d of
~_ Bo, the!office work'
L constraiﬂes man to bresuk off-from

fTHE émwnﬁ.

|

. seekmg for life and 1mmorta11ty

‘through | ﬁhe gospel. Be sure you
obey. the fallness of the gospel;
for when'yon obey the g‘[ospel you
get. in Christ. ow let us ex-

* amine Paul’s, testimonjes  as to

what is the . ﬁrs+ principles  of
Christ’s doctrine; |for Christ has
said, ‘7‘Hea,ven and earth shall pass
away, but my- Word sha,ll not. pass
awpy.” So then you can safely
say that the same punprles which
saved those in the apostles preach-
ing ‘'of the gospel, will saye us in
all ages of the World Now turn
to Hebrews 6; 1-2: ‘“Therefore
lezwmg the principles of the
~doctrine of :Christ, let' us go on
unto perfectlon not laying again
the foundation of repentance from
dead works, and faith toward God,
“of ‘the doctrine of baptisms, and
the la,ymg on of the hands, and of
the resurrection of the dea,d and | to

~eternal judgment.”

Now dear . reader, every prin-
ciple in this doctrme of Christ has
its office work to perform in the
- Think of it.

This is why he ¢ommanded

back and lay the foundation, for
that Would be dead works to them
seeing they had lsud the founda—
“tion once. - - OL

‘What is the oﬂice work of fa,mh?
do bl: and Te-
smoves it from the- ::;nnd “also by
faith the penit eceives a por-
tion of ﬁhe Sp% which, removes
dar kenness from the mmd 8o thaf
repent&nce
of. 1epentmﬁce

;baptlsm,

lhis' gwicked ~Wayé, ‘to subdue his
passions and turn unto God, to do

the will of the Father by conform-

ing to God’s ways in this life.
The office work of baptism
changes a man’s relationship with

:God, by which he enters into a
covenant with God, and by which

he becomes adopted into the fam-
ily of God and by which he be-
comes an heir.of God, having the
seal of adoption and also the re
migsion of his sins; also by which

he gets into Christ, that he may

in ‘the end become a joint heir
Wiﬁh Christ; and last but not least,
is the office work of the laying on
of - hands by those having been
commissioned of Jesus Christ and
clothed with the power of God,

the Holy Ghost, to confirm them

members of Chriét’s hody, the
chtirch, and call upon God in faith

to- give them the Holy Ghost, -
which is the seal of their adop-
tion, by- which they are sealed
unto eternal life, if faithful to the
end.

: Now I will give you what Paul .
says in regard to getting in Christ.
He says, “Know ye mnot, Breth-

Ten, that so. many of us as have

been baptised - into -Christ, have
put on Christ?” So yousee the
office work of baptism is to induct
us into Chrigt, and also by which

we put on Christ; and through

obedience to’ the principle of
we. become grafted in
the vine, and beome a branch,

"tha,t we may receive nouushment

from the vine, that we may bear
fruit through the Spirit.

Now T ask you if the branches
of 8. grape ) vine do not receive their

i'm?)uushment and strength to bear -

w \) w.LatterDayTruth.org
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fruit from the vine? And so*xt i
with every member of Christ’s
body or ehurch. Justso long as
they remain or abide in Christ,
they receive nourishment and
strength, the Holy , Ghost, by
which they bear the fruit of the
Spirit;. and it is “‘by their fruits
ye shall know them.” Now turn
to John 15; 5, ‘I am the vine, ye
are the branches; he that abideth
in me, and I in bhim, the same
bringeth forth much fruit; for
without me ye -can do nothing.”
This shows to man just what he is
without the power of God, the
Holy Ghost. He is nothing with-

out it. Yet men will boast of thier

wisdom, and preach what they
call the gospel’ by their learning,

they. would in the last-days; while
at the same time any man that will

© without hority; which is the
Holy - Ghost, Wﬂﬁgh makes the
gospel the power of God unto
salvation to all who obey it.
- It is said in God’s word that the
love of money is the root of all
“evil; and while- the love of money
is the greatest in the heart, man
will preach for that which he Yoves
. the most. (See verse 9.) ‘““As the
the Father hath loved me, so have
I loved yon; continue ye in- my
love. '1f ye ‘keep my command-
ments, ye shall abide (continue) in

my love, even a8 -1 have kept my

Father’s : commandments, and
abide ‘in :his: love.” This shows
‘that if we (10 not keep the coxﬁ-
mandments| of Christ, we ctmnbt
, Teceive the Spn;m which will create

Wlthm uq ,eba,l 1ty Whlch is thef

i

I
I
b

7 | body.
and deny the power as Paul said

see, can s¢e that Christ never in-
tended fozél\is servants to preach
t

1édeem fallen man. Chxflsts; :
“Greater love hath no man'lth )
this, that g man lay down’ hits life 5
for his friend; and Ye a.rd my?

friends, if ye do Wha.tsoever I

command you.” - . %’

By this _chapter Chflst showai i

how closely we are uniteéd together:
in him. He shows that so’ ll(mgf'

a8 there is no scism in the chpr‘ch S
that we will have the love ofGod - -
in our hearts, and that love} will -

not alow us to love an erron but
we will love the truth; ‘and it the

love of God is settled and ground~ e

ed in our hearts, it will: keap us

united in the one faith, the one
(See 1. Cor.”
“For as the body is one, and hath
many members, and all - the mem- ;

bers of that body bemg many, are; |
onebody. So also is-Christ; i‘:o‘jl by -
one Spirit are we.all baptlsed mto
one body, (church.) Whethel‘ {we

be Jews or 'Gentiles, ‘whether we

be bond or free; and have béen

a1l made to drink into‘one Spirit.”

12; 12-13)) -

Now it looks clear to my mind |
that those claiming to be serva:nts' o

of Christ, and have not the Hol

Spirit, have not the autherity to =

baptize; and as Christ, says; If acj
man have not the Splrlt vhe
do nothing; that is, he has*not ¢ e

‘.

Y

right to officiate in the ordinanges. .

of the gospel.
man hath not the Spﬂmt of! Chu‘t
he is none of his.” Now we oin
see by .the word of God‘ tfla,t we
must earnestly\ contend - for the

faith. Then we. Wl]l beheva in

the (fioctmme of Christ; and| as we

Paul says, {If.any -

know that the Book of Moy mon. is;

the word of God i,o thes- Is'

) \3‘\\'\\;Lzitt,cr[,')gyTruthz
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~ this land, and that itis the fullness
- of the gospel, and is the standard
law to Israel, God forbid that we
should receive any. of the errors
introduced by any man to divide
~the church of Christ; that men
might lord it over God’s heritage
in these last days; or cause divis-
sion and strife as the book of
Doctrine and Covenants has done.
Brethren, trustin Christ Jesus our
Liord, the Holy One of Israel, for
his Spirit to lead and guide you
into truth. Pray for me, for I feel
unworthy. My prayer is that God
may keep you all firmin the faith.
, W. C. Kinvon.
. Forsyth, Mo.

(Continued from April number.)

To love the world as God loves
it, is not the sentiment which we
are warned against; for that is a
grand and noble love; a love
which stands on the heighth of
purity, and without Having the
least fellowship with the impure,
but pities the transgressot and is
active toirescue them from thsir
degradation. This: great love, so
- worthy ogf our imitation, is that
which benevolently, ignores per-
sonal anthigonisms apd animosity,
and oVerc{omesuaH sélfish consider-
ations, copsidering ¢nly the ways
and meang for peace, reformation
and salvation. But the love of the
world which we lare warned

against, 14 the love and fellowship{~

which implies: the pataking of its
spirit, its jaims, ambitions, hopes,

and its mdthods of pirsuing them.
If ay mah love the world in this
sense, surély the love'of the Father
is not in himj forall ithat is in the
world, the lusts of the flesh, the

lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is 70t of the Father, but is of
the world. And the world passeth
away and the lusts thereof, but he
that doeth the will of God abideth
forever.

As the children of God we have
heen called fo a position of great
favor and advantage. Our Heav-
enly Father having revealed to us
his plans and purposes, and has
condescended to take us into his
fellowship and permit us to view
the present life in a very different
light from that in which the world
views it. The world goe§dn in
darkness and ignorance, without
the light of Life, and consequently
to them the things of this present
life, which we have learned to
count as dregs, are to them of
great value; and they strivesand
run and contend for the dgpssi
prizes that bring with them only
labor, sorrow and pain, and quick-
1y pass away.

The apostles very briefly sums
up the world’s treasures as—the
lusts of the flesh—the lust of the
eyes—and the pride of life. The
lusts of the flesh include all the
fleshly appetites and passions; the
merely animal instinct, to these
thousands of people, sacrifice all
their higher and noble interests, to
fare sumptuously in esting and’
drinkinig and in frolic. For such
(sg,(alied) pleasures is their delight.
“The lust of the eyes demands -
luxury in dress, and fine surround-
ings, and the gathering of all that
is admired and desired.

The pride of life glories in the
shame of that selfishness which has
ignored the wants and woes of the
needy, and complacently says to

wwsv.LatterDayTruth.org
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themselves, ‘‘Soul, thou hast:much
goods laid up for many years; take
thine. ease; eat, drink, and be
merry;” and stﬂl they go farther,
they despise the: poor and needy
and oppress them.

Suech is the spirit of this world.
It is the very opposite of the
Spirit of Christ; and those who
are led by the Spirit of Christ
should keep as far from it as pos-
sible, Their eonduect, their speech,
their acts, and their surreundings
mustall speak a different language.

Weare not to mind high things,
as to | the standing of this evil
world, but to condescend to men
of low estate; to show no prefer-
ence to the man that wears the
fine clothing or-the gold ring; but

like our Lord and Master, regard:

with highest esteem and Christian
love, those who do the will of our
heaven}y Father; for God is love,
and-he that dwelleth in love, dwell-
eth in
is love Wlth us made pelfect that
we may have boldness in the day
of judgment; because, as he is, so
are we in this world. We being|;
+n the world, but not of the world.
"As God is love, and is so mani-
fested -to all his creatures, -so

ought we to. be love, and" thus to|

shine as lights in the world. And
if in this world we become living
embodiments and representafives
of love, we may be confident that|.
at the end of our courge, we will
stand approved of before him who

seeks above all ‘things to see in us.

this likeness of himself. . .

To erllowshlp with the world,
is to walk ip harmony with its
ideas, and. amms, and to conform: fo-
its ways.

happiness.
lusts thereof i wpmlly p#,ssmg

from another source, thh the\

a holier, . sweeter frlendshlp\, bha,n .
the World could ever offer. Buf, ‘ ;

tod, and God in him; heleln',Oﬁel' he has thereby proven. his’

it, and trust in him who*has

In, thls senge we must :

not love it, but must be apax‘ti om |
it, and ‘in opposition to it ‘h’ i
way thus pointed out; to usisl it |
some respects at least a d fhi« ul o
way,and a lonely: Wa,y,but itjig the.| .
only way to lasting pead . and
This world wi hi thé‘

away. ENE
‘he things of this wmﬂh 9,1;_ 1
holbow and do ‘not sa.ttsfy‘;', and "} |
eventually lead to disaster and | |-
ruin. But those whose dehght 1§

is to do God’s will, have ble

fellowship and communi :atmni
with him, and their ]oysl comet

world can not comprehend: | They
live on a higher plane, and enjoy

B =T -
. SPRRE
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if any man in Christ deseen& from:
these high pmvxleges to parté,ke of
the spirit of the world or the poor:
substitutes which the world’ im%s‘

lack of appreciation and his an-! .
worthiness: of heavenly things,
and such “the Iove of ‘the Fathel

fear the: veldlct of-the .:;gat Judge'~ . ~'
So it seems that We ¢ mjot bet

and neglect our duty o God an
his great truth. :

- My only ambmon i
is to love rlghteousneis

f,hls World *’
and pux sue |
wer |
over all things, and ‘“all fings
work together. for good, to $hém - | 1
who love the Liord.” Ma,y the !lmre a
of God abide with a,ll‘the Saints.
Your Bro. in Christ, *

| A_W SmcLAxﬁ’fi”r i
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The Church ﬁ? Christ.
“Except the Lord huild the
house,they labor in vain that build
it. Except the Lord keep the
city, the watchman waketh but in
vain.” Psalm 197-1]
~ The architect draws not only a
representation of the entire struc-
ture as it stands completed in his
own mind, but he draws for the
workman’s daily use, what he terms
“the working plan.” This must
be ever kept in mind as -each tim-
ber, or stone, or brick, is placed
in posifion. 5o the great architect
has given us not merely a general
ougline, but a. working plan of
life. And thus you must build,
with God’s working plan of life

and conduct ever in mind, watch-:

ing daily with utmost care lest

another plan than that of the

Divine Architect be substituted,

and the work be marred beyond
reparation.

~ “The doctrine of truth con-

. atitutes the church, and a life

»formable thereto constitutes
/ehglon, and where the life is not
 conformable to doctrine there is
neither religion nor church.”—
Swedenborge. :

“The church of Christ is the
greatest of all human institutions;
and the most necessary of all;other
institutions have a local and a
temporary work; this has one
always the same; the same yester-
day, to-day and forever.”—James
Freeman Clark. '
~ Now in all our building, whether
.it be in building up our character,
our church, or our religion, the
8ame punmple applies. - “Excmpt
“the Lord build, they labor in vain
that” build.,” - And' whether we

purpose in view and a

watch the city, or watch our own
motives and actions. ““Hxcept the
Lord keep the city” (and us) we
are wakeful in vain. We must

not substitute our own plans for

the Lord’s working plan of life
and conduct. If we desire to build
at all, we must seck to know how
to put each timber, or stone or
brick in its proper position, that
our labor be not in vain. And so
in the writing of this article, I am
made to feel that the Lord has a
working
plan for my guidance, and if I am
obedient to his guiding Spirit, I
shall be able to open the eyes of
some of my truth loving and
honest hearted readers (whether
they be Jew or Gentile, Saint or

Sinner, ‘‘Brighamite,” *‘Joseph-
ite,” or Whitemerite) and cause

them to search deeper than ever
hefore into the mysteries of God’s
perfect plan of salvation, “Wwherein
all men must 6f necessity build for
eternity.

At first glance it may seem
presumptious in me to take up a
subject so prolific of controversy
and debate, and so it would be if I
should adopt the time worn cus-
tom of burdening my article with
reiterated arguments in proof of

'our being the true church; and

then invite controversy, after hav-
ing learned by practical experience
as well as precept, that contention
is of the devil. But if I can prove
that.I am more anxious to know I
am right, than to make others
think T am right, then perhaps my
readers will view with a _greater
degree of tolerance my efforts to
make more discernable that which
seeins fo me to be a straight for-
H i g
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ward course toward a higher and
more spiritual knowledge of this
work of “‘House” building.

The difficulties which at first
view seem to present a formidable
barrier to further progress in this
direction, lie not so much in the
vastness of the questions which
arise when the name of the church
is under discusgsion, as in the deli-
cate nature of these questions. The
Processes by which each of us have
become convinced that ours is the
church of Christ, are of necessity
as varied as the conditions and
enviroments in which each of us
have been placed byan infinite
providence. Hence it behooves
us as God’s dear children to look
with due charity upon the claims
of our neighbor, even though we
are compelled to differ with him
on many points of Christ’s doc-
trine. To helieve or disbelieve isan
inherent privilege which only God
and our conscience may question.
The human mind is the repository
of an infinite variety of God given
qualities, which qualities are like
choice seeds; they require fertility
of soil, proper cultivation and
tonstant training to demonstrate
their intrinsic value. One of these
qualities is a love of truth and
fairness. Now if we are duly
mindful of God’s working plan of
life and conduct, we will use every
effort to make this gift productive
of fruit meet for the Masters use.
But if we substitute our own plans,
if we allow self to occupy all the
working space in our minds, this
beautiful quality of truth and love
. will be abused, trampled upon and
:well nigh exterminated from the
mind, and in its place will spring

up the noxious weeds of selfish-
ness, perversity and pride of the
world. :

Now dear hearts, it is tothis
inate love of all that is true and.
good that I must appeal if I would:
win your hearty commendation of
my purpose, and gain your willing:
co-operation in an endeavor to:
build up within ourselves a pure’
religion, and through ourselves, .
build up a church worthy to hear
that name which is above all other
names. .

In the Apocalypse, the church °
is likened to a ‘“‘candle stick;” that .
is, something containing a light.
Also in Col. 1-24 the body of
Christ is made a symbol of the
church, and’the symbolism is ap-
parent when we remember the
words of Christ, ‘I am the light
and the life of the world.” In
this way we are able to perceive -
that the church is instituted, that
the world might continue fto
receive the light of fruth. And
this thought should admonish us,
if no other consideration can reach
us, that we must preach, nothing
but the true gospel; practice noth-
ing but the pure religion, and
build up nothing but the, church
of Christ, lest the Lord Q&y to us
as to the “Church of Ephesus.”
“Remember from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first
work; or else I will come unto thee
quickly, and remové thy candle
stick from his place, ek(f%{)u thou
repent.”

What we must continually bear
in mind is this: We are not the

|candle, we are only to hold the

candle (and that only when we are
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 12.)
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Some of the church are com-
'.meéncing ' to - wake up, (but the
‘awakening w0 far is nothing to
‘what it must be, if we would go-

; ,[,;comphshe the work the Lord would|

. 4ha,ve us do. Oul Hea,venly Father

' §',f;ments 'I?hei ,
. 'man and not with’ God. o are
" .Inot dilligently" keeplng the com-
, i ma,ndments ofGod. If we were
o some: of ' ug would be: making the
- s&cmﬁces for the: gospels sake of a
n ’“Paul or-a Nephi, or an’ Ammon,.
' Thele are no Pauls or Nephies or
'f'Ammons t0-day, that we know of.
iB\:ﬂ; ‘there-ought: to be. Thele
1 g:a,n be.| Whit elders gmong us|
'rrea(iy to. forsake ‘all to ft)llow
‘ ‘_reswh hid. go&;pel? Are |
g to make excuses, as
win- Jesdl vefers fo in

lain this 1dle a,n& sl@thrf’ulg
co di%ion‘ﬁ R S
fsy the God: 0 hea,ven mova"
: ém; gotiie| of the. elders of the
ohm?é.h to bremk Id)ose from| -
1 nge/of the Woﬂ,d nﬂ

{ng, but by the power and gift

 ithe: Father

pax'é.ﬂ"i" ‘and- let’ death gver-,

il

1 gorforil|
. foa Mo hlm, and” WhO will 183301 dﬂh n
,. :'e,iiﬂy to t;}ns end, we believe that

thls generation. We do not be-
Tlieve it will be long until the Lord
will send ferth prophets to preach
and prophesy the downfall of this
nation and! all other nations ex-
cept they mpent and these prop-
hets will'go forth clothed with the
power of God; not working in
their own strength, and préaching
by their own wisdom and learp. .-

God. “‘For if therebe oneamong
you that doeth good, he shaﬂ
work by the power and glfts of
God.” (Moro. 10: 25. :3Salt Lakel
Edition.) o ;
In the Nephite Sorlpture’s Chiist
says if the churchis called by his
nanie, and is built upon hi o8-
pel "then will the Father show
|forth his 'works in the chureh
- [ (Read it, in 3d Nep. 27: 8-10)."
shovsnng forth ghls
Works in the church to-day? You
answer. (Understand us to give
due credit to all the good that is
being done in the chur ch to-day.)/
But we believe that the good
‘which is being done to-day is not
a drop’ in the bucket to what it
should be. ‘
Now the question 1s, when al‘e
we “‘going to commence and do
more}: When will' some“of the )
elders istart out to pleach the gos-.
pel as did thosé in olden times?
Brotheaz;2 are you rea,dy to go?
Can you' say, ‘“Here I' am, Lord,
gend'me?”” We firmly believe that

degife to :go forth and preach
péntance to this generation; and
ho will plead with and impor-
ne-the Lord to open’ up the way . -

‘3{[‘5’ man who has the right kind of

c www Lattu{)d} Tr uthmg ('
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the Lord will open up the way for
that man. May: the Lord have
mercy upon us and help up.

+ N

For reasons which are not neces-
sary to mention, I am sorry to say
that the printing of the Book of
Mormon, has been delayed for
another- month or so. We now
expect the work of printing to
commence about the middle of
July or first of - August.
now back in Denver.

Dear brethren and sisters, let

me again urge you to write for the
RETURN, as we are now nearly out,
of matter from the church. Write;
all write, and let us make the

RETURN a welcome visitor in every
household to which it goes. Do
not depend upon others, but you
yourself write, for it is only by
this plan of each one doing his
individual duty in  this respect,

welcome visitor into every house-
hold: Your Bro. in Christ.—J.
J. S. :

We are glad to say that we
know of two in the church who
have a fair prospect ahead of be-
ing able to go forth and preach
the gospel They propose {0
travel over the country in a cover-

, )
ed wagon, with: their own cooking
and sleeping outfit. May the Lord
open up the way for them élS onr
earnest pr ayer

The war between :the
States and Spain has been i)
gress now a few days ovdr one

Aémonth
ions expr essed as to how Io?xg i;he
war Wﬂl last, but ;t 1s)only gue?ss—

l
o
[

i

I am]

1| hypocritical kind. .

' know it.

There are various opjin-

‘clude all of the chqrches.

, 'Ifhere ,

:are also various opmmns a8 o~

‘what the final outcome of thlq war,

will be as concerns other uﬁ{:ons_ '
8 8

work a8 to 1ts duratlo

becoming involved, but this also is
only the opinioris of méen. There‘
seems to be no’ plophets of "'God

to-day like there were m some of

the past ages who went forth
boldly prophesymg by word of
mouth to the people of -
were to take place betwpen certain:

nations because of thdir Wicked*‘ '

WHrS, th&t '

ness, and to humble thém down to |

repentance. Darkness generally

seems to cover.the earth and gross
i

darkness the people. rThe world -

is growing more and 11;1019 chked

as time rolls on. Gene rally. sp ak- -

ing, the chkedness of the people
to-day is not oﬂ 8 - bold an%i-'
~in

flagrant chmactexd
of the past wicked | ages, b
it is of a sly,

sins of the world
murder and the shedding of blood,

and bold acts of wickedness tha,t,i
human laws can reach, but they
are. t1ansgressmns

er in the eyes of Grod) st th
The prevailing sins of the'

to: day are not J

of the laws. of_f
God which mcriminate the Qﬁend-;j

leople )
to-day are such sins as selfishness;
coveteousness; pr 1de, hyp%erlsy, .

——

some -

lying; deceiving; adultery, fornicg- .

tion; laciviousness, etc.

upon millions of people to~dsy who 7

MIHIOBS: .y

think; in a vague way that they | =
are adcepted of God, are living the ' |

life of a hypocnte ands do "not
They think they “are’
serving God, but are servin :
devil. We mesn church meiibers,
and non chyrch members, and in-

www.Latter [ ay /Tt u,t;h,.m s
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are many hypocrites in allof them.
. People who: are hvmg along in
the same old rpt as they - were-be-
. fore they became a church mem-
b(?l;‘, or like ma,ny who are not
church members, and they Kknow
: not how selfish they are; how
coyeteous they are; spending their
_time in striving to ‘make money;
and those who have a sufﬁclency,
spendmg thexr precious  time
(which should be devoted to doing
gobd). striving' to make more
money; longing for finer homes
- and finer things. in the house, and

- finer clothes, and longing to lay

up money. Thay know not thgt
they are condemned of the Lord
for then' selﬁshness, in laboring
for themselves only, and turning
their backs upon the poor and the
needy, . They knéw not that they
- are ocndemned for their covetous-
" ness and their prlde They know

o © not that the substandée which they

, haVe 1sl not: their own, but, the
Lords, and that it comes into their
. hands only to try them, and that:
- they are sunpkgr stewards over it,
- and how . few wise stewards thele

! are in the wotld to- day. They

spend their lives 1ab0r1ng for subt.
~ stancé to consume upon their own
lusts. It,j is “‘me and miné” to-day,
- and they caré nothing about ithe
Athousandg of poor ‘widows who are
“in.ill health - striving to support a
‘family of little children, at the

¥ ,wash—tub}, and who hardly have
' bread to eat. ‘We do not 88y Woe
" unto'the. rich, for Jesus’ “has ‘con-
demned them alrea.dy, but we say
‘Woe unto them whd live ‘on the fat
of the an and wedr fine: clothes|t
' and livé in comfor tablé houses ‘and
S turn the;t.f bm$s upob the w1dows;

and ‘the poor who hardly have

bread to eat, and who are in rags
and live in hovels. Do you think
the Lord looks lightly upon ydur
sm of selfishness and pride? The
prayeérs of the widow at the wash-
tub of whom we spoke go up to
God. Do you ‘think you are bet-
ter than she is? Do you think
that because you have earned those
dollars, that you have the right to .
spend all of them upon your own-
selves, and let. the poor and the
needy go hungry? We tell you
of a truth that if you do look at it
this way, the Lord looks at it
differently, and he will hold you
accountable for your selfishness
and pnde in thinking that you are
better than- the honest poor.
Jesus and his disciples taught the
doctrine of equality, and the doc-
trine of all things common in the
church; but church members to-
dhy (generally speaking) because
of their pure selfishness, covetou
ness and prlde, do not believe in
this doctrine. ‘The Book of Mor-
mon says that as long as the
church was in-the right condition,
they had all things common among
them; and that when they began -
to depal‘t from the right-way,then
they ‘began to have their .goods
a.nd /their substance no more com-
mon among them. Then it. fol-

\

lowsbeyond all question,that when

we again gee the church of Christ -
in the right| condition, with the
power of God among them, that: -
we will see them unselfish, not
covetous, not proud, but humble,

and pr acticing the doctrine of all

ngs common. .
hlS article is now longer than
h?ad mtended and we will con-

.' _»t-’
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tinue 1t some tlme in the fufure,
the Lord willing. We started,l out
to speak in a general way okf the
wickedness of the world, and here
is where we have landed.

The church will no doubt agree
with us as to the secret and
hypocritical sins of the people in
this age of the world, and that the
_ world is growing more and more
 wicked every year,|and in our
opinion they are fast| ripening for
destruction from off of the face of
the earth except they| repent..

Nation is rising againgt .Nation
and kingdom againgt kingdom,
earthquakes in divers places, the
signs that Jesus spoke of are ap-
pearing in the heavens and upon
the earth, and meh’s hearts fail-
ing them for fear of ; those things
" that are coming upon the earth.

May the God of heaven wake
us up, that weé may commence to
do our duty is our earnest prayer.

The editor- had the pleasure
lately of meeting Bro, J. J. Sny-
der, editor of ‘the ReTurN. Bro.
Snyder is endeavoring to unite
the Whitmer brethrenin a plan to
publish 8 cheap ‘edition of the
Book of Mormon, Itiis to be
hoped that they will be successful
in the attempt, for there is no

doubt but what a cheap edition of |

that book is very much neededi—
Searchlight. -

- LoNpon, May 13. @Theg news-
papers are publishing carteons and

. articles holding J oseph Leiter, the’

- Chicago grain manipula ;X) re-
sponsible for the situation in Italy.
eMorning Leader says: | “Eng-

" “lish ¢orn is now higher than for
~In Fpancet there L

‘many years.

fajthful.
—-through (ﬁbust

are bread riots and in Italy there,
are barricades, burning houses,

fighting, revolution, in fact on the |
part of the people who are unable |
to get bread and who think it bet-
ter to die by the, bullet -than to

starve.
totter

- The very throne ssems to

"
have been threatenmgs a,nd mut- |
terings of trouble, in Spain’ there ’

because bread isso dear.

Other people pay for Leiter’s ex-

perience now,”—

ArcHisoN, Kans.,
Drar BRETHREN AND SISTERS-'—- '

Denver 'NGWQ& .

Aprll 14,798,

I havé been enjoying the Re- -

TURNS a8 they come to me mdnth
after month; but I have ‘pot
written a letter for the. RETURN
for two months. I have had
severe iliness in my home cu’cle,

but thanks to our Heavenly Father

they were spared to us yet K}
little longer. .

My faith is strong. The Spirit
is willing, but the flesh'is weak." .
Perilous times are all ro ind about -
Nephlte ’
Seriptures that such ti mes shall

us. We read in th

surely come.
I will be glad when the Book ot

Mormon is printed and ready ;Em ’

the many who are waiting for agnd

anxiousto know where they mﬁy: ,

get it.
steward. May the pord ibl
guide and dirett his footlstep

the'end. I for one giye hi
feeble but sincere than lts.

Bros. and Sisters liat us he&r

from each and every one. Tten-

couré,ges and help us to hve ‘mote
in fsuth .

I am yems

| Rsu S. R. Wmtr" R,

e

Bro. Sﬁydel has been a falthiul' _‘

: nly
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7.)
deemed ‘worthy.) We are not the
~ builders of the church, we are
only ‘ the wmkmen employed by
the builder, and he employs us
according to his divine. purpose,
~and according to our obedience
-and-diligence. Then let us strive
 to work according - to the Divine
plan, and let it be said of the
.. church wherein we labor as it was
©-said of the ““city” revealed to John
~ that “It had no need of the sun,
" neither of the maor to shine in it,
for the glory of - God did lighten
it, - and. the Lamb is the light
\juhereof .
 Inall I have written thus far I
have endeavored to keep ever in
mind this one great truth, that
“Christ .is all, and in all”, His
Spirit, his body, his blood,; and:
~ his gospel, are the proper 'instru-
ments of Divine Power. A]#ld in

the following extracts the proof is|

plain - that. even his name. is all
powerful i in the furtherance of any
godd cause.

“This is the stone which was set

the head [of theé corner.
8.there Sa[lvatlon in any

is becom
Neither

- other; for'there is none other ngme.

_ under hdaven glven among men
' Wher$by ‘we must be saved.” . Acts
4, 11:112 “And the seventy re-
tumeﬁ a;gmn 'with joy, saying,
'Lord, evén the devils are subject
- unto'bs through thy name. (Liuke

1' he L01d smd unto them
rily I say .unto you; why
the people should mur-

: Ha,ve they not read the

at na,ugl%t of you huilders, which

- dispute because of ‘this.

upon you the name of Christ,

which is my name? for by this

name shall ye be called at the last

day * * * * * * Therefore

whatsoever ye shall do, ye shall do
it in my name; therefore ye shall

call the church in my name, and

ye shall call upon the Father in

my name, that he will bléss the

church for my sake.” (3d Nephi

27: 4.7 Salt Lake Edition.)

“The manifestation of the God-
head in Christ Jesus is the one -

‘plan of eternity. All divine ar-

rangements are subordinate to
that. By it all the developments
of creation, providence, and
prophesy, are harmonized. While
its Alpha lies hidden among the

 olories of past eternity, its Omega

will never be fully disclosed by -
the increasing splendors of an end-
less future.” (From a little book
written half a century ago.) -
“‘Some churches have been built
upon an infallible priesthood; some
on Calvinism; some on Methodism;
some on Unitarianism; these have
been made the real foundation
instead of Christ.” (J as. Free-
man Clark).

Though the words of Mr. Clark.
are the lastyon my list of extracts,
the significance of’ ‘the fact that
many others are saying much the
same’ thing, _(tha,t 18, a proneness
to build upon a foundation other
than Christ,) it may be: wise to
make the last first, and the first
last, according to scripture.
by. ;Lnaiyzmg his words, seek to
dlscove} how far the evidences at
‘hand will bear hlm out. “‘Some
ichm ches,” he says ‘‘are built upon
an infallible priesthood.” Now man

is so mlﬁch a creéature of falhblhty

Ty
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that to argue in favor of the pos-
sibility of any man, or men, heing
an exception to the rule, 18 In
itself prima facie evidence of
man’s liability to err in judgment.
(whether he be of the priesthood
or of the laity.) So heware, ye
who build upon such a foundation,
lest ye be doomed to witness the
eventual downfall of your struc-
ture, even as fell Babylon of old.
““Some,” he continues, ‘‘are
built upon Calvinism.” Well, it

is not necessary that we should

understand just what particular
thing Calvanism has, which other
churches lack, except that it is
distinctively Calvinistic. This is
made plain by ohserving that the
name of Christ is swallowed up in
Calvin. Isn’t it true that John
Calvin is the “‘chief corner stone”
of that church? And if true,isn’t it
not also true of and other “‘isms”
that substitutes some other name
for that of Christ? Surely the
good Lord must have directed my
search when I found thes little
volume written so long ago.
Where else could I have found
words so applicable to my present
theme. “*The one plan of eter-
nity.”
arrangements to that plan, whether
those arrangements be human or

divine. Itis plain from this en-
- lightened point of view, that our
individual plans and purposes must
be brought into harmony with
“the developments of creation,
providence, and prophesy.” And
that our church ‘must be founded
on Christ: grounded ip Christ, and
bounded by Chrigt. When we are
merged in. Christ, the warring

-of the elements &round us cannot

The subordination of all

disturb us or hinder our spiritugl
progress.

To all who have a¢-
cepted the Book of Mormon %s
the word of God to the ancient
people of this continent, the words
of Christ to the Nephites, .in res-
spect to the name of his church;
should be ample proof that 50m§

thing was out of harmony with -
God’s plan when the church found
it convenient to change the namp

which was given to it in 1829,
But lest there bhe some readers of
this who have not yet perceived
how harmoniously the two sacred
volumes blend in their -spiritual
teachings, T append the words of
Christ as found in Luke 10: 17,
and Acts 4: 11-12, to %hows;hat in
the matter of: rendering unto
Christ all that is his due, the two

'books are as one, even to the fitlp

by which his church and peaple
shall be called.

In closing I desire to lelterate
what I intimated in the begmnmgz
of this article, that so far from

courting controversy and debate:
on this question, I have lahored to

show the futility of arguments, as
a means of establishing the truth,

Except such argument ag is presr 7
ented by a life blameless befnre o

God, a religion pure and.undefil-
ed, and a church built &*ecmdmg
to the plans of the Almighty.

Brethren, let me - pregent theig,zr

situation toyou as it appears to|
: We have got!
Have we got suf-:
We ‘have!
heen entr usted with Christ’s doc-1

my. comprehension.
Christ’'s name.
ficient of his Spirit!

trine. Are we keeping it pure|
and @ndefiled? To us has been |
given ‘“‘the pure authority,”;

(the divine suthority to preach,

www:LatterDayTruth.org *
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tench, | bap ize and ordain.) Are
7 iwe hoIdmg it out of danger from
- | the’ corruptable things of the
f world$ Tbesie are questlons -which
"f jeach individual member of the
o church xmist answer to his own
conscmnc& |Let ug each ‘‘repent’
of every act wherein we may have
~.departed from the: s%nct paths. of
' ;rxghbeousneSs, lest “'we be taken to
- task as was the church at Ephesus.
i, 1f we are faxthful in all things, we
o ocan safely ieave it to Christ -to
. determine Whether or notoursis the
o golden candle stlck » for in due
o txme he. Wlll recognize and claim
e }hls wn. | May God help each of
_ hve Wmthy qnd work 11ght-
. eousness, is'my hope and prayer.
S R SUMM,ER B. Wasr.
'y DrAR BRETERPN
ITHE RETURN! Sas 1eacléxed us
, '&#&111, and we- ha e taken a great
- feal of comfgrt and joy from it as
. We always do When we are read-
L mg from ‘those older ones who
i :ha.ve stood b the faith so long.

e e

o count of & Smgular experience
" which I had}

also’ that'I

.. about it. pt
". . One Sundayg last fa:ll found me
" in the country’about twelve miles
‘<" from home o a business tripin

- the coﬂlpsmy of 4 nelg'hbm Up-

5 ~on artiving. theer hea,frda Bell

T of my! oompa,mon I learned that it
belonged to o Baptist

3on hemmo* thxs I felt an

I will give you a condensed ac-.

o hoplng that I may|
" gtrengthen t] e ;fa,lth of some, and
y ‘hear from some’
brother as to Wh&t they think

. | found.”

fi;'__bemg tolled and upoi entiring | ¢

church:
§uolured), that was situated close

companion, *“I wish I could preach
to those peoplé.” He made no
reply, and 1 thought no more
about it until a ‘short time later
when I was introduced to an Elder
of that colored Baptist church,and
who af the same time invited me
to preach to them. My compan- .
ion made the arrangement without
my knowledge.. Now I had never -
preached before in my life, and
had not made the least preparation
that morning, but from the same
invisible pressure that was brought
t6 bear on me before, I then ac-
cepted the offer, and in less than
an hour afterward I was in the
pulpit of that church preaching
from Jude 3, so that' I became
astonished at myself; but I know
beyond a doubt that it was ac-
complished through the help of
the Holy Ghost. . ,
Another similar incident Whlch

occurred to me, causes me to lay

deeper significance to the point
mentioned hereafter. While walk--
ing on the levee' towards home, I
saw a group of colored people and .
one of them talking very earnestly
to ‘the others. 1. involuntari
stopped. to listen, and  @verhesid
the follawmg words: ‘‘Somewhere
on: eartsh .God’s people--are to be
. I then  went up. closer,
and heagrd the spealér (deliver a
Gospel belmon After he. com-7 -
cluded | I introduced myself,
and hecame acquainted with ~a "
nnmber of earnest and humble‘,
seekms aftel the truth, angl Thave
gince met: with them often, and” ~ -

‘with the help of,.the Holy Ghost - |
-have caused thefn to commience

investigation and I believe that
the Lmd Wﬂl enI;ghteﬁ sore: of

WaWw 1Lattu DJ} Fr uthm g
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these humble souls, 80 they Wﬂl
find-the pearl of greatprice and
becorne one with us in Christ.

* These two incidents related, per-
haps too briefly to be fully under-
stood, have convinced me that I
am commanded to preach the gos-
pel to the colored people, and I
~ am obeying the same with gll the
_ strength and:wisdom that the Lord
~ is giving me.

I do hope th$t ‘the Book of
Mormon will soon be ready. My
colored friends are eager to get it
and’ to learn of Lf,s contents.
~ Ténclose $2. 00 for the RETURN,

for my Brother ¥red and myself.
. Hoping' that this may find you all
prosperous, and that the church
may again be ‘established with
power on the earth, is my da,lly
prayer.
- Your blother in Christ,
THEo. ROTH.

1035 Bayon Stf. John, New Or-

leans, La., March 16, 1898,

|

What We Believe.

We believe in the doctrine of
Christ as recorded in the New
Testament Scriptures, and also in
the Nephite Scriptures or Book of
Mormon. The same gospel is
taught in both of these books. The
former contains the teachings of
‘Christ in and around Jerusalem,
and the latter contains his teach-
ings upon this land of ancient
America, where he also appeared
after finishing his tnigsion at Jeru-
salem. To those aslung, What

shall Tdo to be saved? We an-
swer in the .words of the scrip-
tures, ﬁa,ymg, “Repent and be
'ba,ptlsed every one of you in the,

| everywhere, to Hepent arid ibelie

mission of sins, and yo sh&ﬂ 6 o
ceive the gift ; of the Hon Gl t. "
For the promlse is unto you,
to your children,: and: o dll that
are afar off, even as msny ‘a8 ‘the . B
Lord our God shall call.” . A.ci;s 4D
2: 38-39.
Jesus also said, “He that be-

lieveth and is ba,pmzed ghiall ‘be
saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned. ~ And these stgns; j
shall follow them that believe: }:i
l i

my name shall they cast out devi
they shall speak with new tongué
they shall take up selpents, nd%: f
they drink any deadly thing it -
shall not hurt them; they shall ky °
hands on the sick and they shall -
recover.” Mark 16: 16-18. | I
- Jesus also says upon ‘bhlS L&nd
“The Father commandeth a,ll médn,

in me: and whoso behevét ‘in’ me% :
and is baptized, the same  shall 111 .
saved: and they are they who sha,
inherit the’ kmgdom of God. And
whoso believeth not in me, a,nd, is
not’ baptlzed shall be da,mned
##%% and again I say unte you, ye. i
must repent, and be baptized jin:
my hname, and be¢ome ks a
child, or.ye can in |no Wxse inbepit
the kingdom®of God.” 31;:;1 Nephi,
11: 32-88. L ~:
The above is the . doetrme Weé :
teach. Those who desrre t0 in- -
vestigate, we ask you to'yread the
Book of Mormon. Also! 1ead our
pamphlets which are for free dis-
tribution. The Book of ‘Mormoen' |
condemns polygamy in pla.m Wouis L
We do not” endorse the teach-
ings of any of the so. called, Mﬁn <
mons or Latter Day Samts_‘ 'E‘nehl.} ’
are in conflict with the: teschings

name of Jesus Qhust for thene-

cof Christ, but beliéve only
L ikt

www.LatterDay Truth.
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los,pel of Jesup Christ as it was
preachd by hiself and - his apos-
tles at.Jerusalem, and by himself
Imd‘his disciplés on this land of
rpncient . Amerita, :
:identical gosplel was preached on
‘both lands. '
 You;may ask, What is the use
of the; Book ¢of Mormon? We
answer  exhorting you to read it,
and Voil will see the several im-
poatant reasons -which the Lord
| gives in that bpok, why it wad to
“be 1evealed to lthe world in these
last days, accotding to prophesy
in the Bible. |

You may ask, Why these div-
isions-into secﬁs among believers
in ‘the Book of Mormon? We
answer that the divisions are ove1
the book of Doctrine and Loven’
“ants,’ whlch we do not accept
 These th;mgs are explamed in our
pamp) 1ets

INDEPENDENCE Mo %
% May 19, 189&

- Eprrors ReTURN:—
~ Ijust returned fmmavmt to
Richmond, Mo., and while there I
- saw Sister ‘Bisbee, who was at Far
- West, Mo., When Bros. Dayid and
Ohve); were driven out by the
heads of the -church in 1838, I
- also saw a license given to Jacob
Whitmer, (dated ‘fome 9, 1830,) at
" a conference held at Fayette, N.
Y., and I took acopy of the same.

1If t e Reryrn will; sprint it, T will |

fumlsli you: with ia, @opy of it.
_ (Send on the copy, We will . gladly
print it.)

‘The church at- Rl( hmond hds
soine pioneer- members in it that
the chm ¢h should be proud of; but

txme will S°°¥11

ca,rem tp a close, hey are well

and the same|

bri mg ‘their earthlfr
(1010

stricken in -years. Time works
great changes with mankind.
Some say, ‘‘A wise man will
change, but a fool will not.”

Well, it seems that the Book of
Mormon will be published in the
near future. I think it would be
a good plan for the church to own
her printing office; and as she has
got type and fixtures to work with
in printing the ReTurN, I think it
would be right to take some of
the funds and buy a press that
will do the work, and let some
brother have the use of it and run,
the office for what he can make
out of it. In this way it might
be made self-sustaining. Or if
some brother knows a better plan,
all right, let us hear it.

I brought home with me from
Richmond lots of David Whit-
mer’s pamphlets; any one wishing
one, if they will write me I will
send them one or more as they
may wish. .

- Yours in Gospel Bonds,

_J. W. Jounson.

Pamphle‘ts For Free Distribution.

AN ADDRESS TO ALL BELIVERS
v Curist, by David Whitmer,. a
witness to! the divine authentlclty
of the Book of Mormon. Can be
had by sending two cents for pos-
tageto S. T, La Pomt “Davis City, -
Towa. 2

Trurh No. 1, can be had by
sending one cent postage for single

copy, or eight cents for gleven
copies; and

“Trure No. 2, fom cents postage
for single .copy; and :
NATURE OF THE  APOSTACY, by
Mrs. C. M. Herstine, postage one

cent, can all be had by sending to
THE ReryrN, Box 47, ‘Denver,

FWW. LatterDayTruth.org
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entirely: incomplete. | Please go
back with me to the edrliest dawn
of man’s existence in the garden
of 'Eden, and notice the state of
man’s existence according to divine
account. Qur first parents were
- created as innocent beings, and
~ were Iin communion with their
.+ Maker. But if they would have
' remained in that state, the word of
" God says, “They would have bad
" no dhildren: wherefore, they would
h'a,vje remained in a state of inno-
. cen¢e, having no joy, for they

knew no misery; domg no good,

® *

~ Addm fell, that men might be, and
" men. are, that they ‘might have
joy.‘f’.’—-—,—Zd»Nephi 2:22-27.  God
knowing all things expresses His
will in statute law, and requires
his subjects to -become submissive
to that law, which works out their
happiness if they are obedient to
the same.

‘Sin being a transgression of
law, we find Adam and Eve dis-
obeying the direct command of
God, which command was the law
of God for their government, and
by this tranggression of known

law they become -sinners; hence, | ten,

found thémselves alienated from
God; and, as deathis simply a sep-
aration, and they being spiritually
separated from God, they suffered
a spiritual death, and they realized
that they were forever alienated
from God, unless there could be a
pr opitiation ‘made for their sins,
which sin had or would bring the|

. whole world, their posterity, under-

condemnation; all being in a lqst
or fallen state. And had it not
heen for the cherubims and flaming
-swezd sot to guard the Tree of

Life, they would have partaken of
it and would have lived forever—
but not in a state of happiness;
but in the wisdom of God they
were not permitted to partake of
the tree of!life at that time and a
space was 'Egranted unto them for

repentance, and by being obhedient

to the will of the Father, man is
brought back into the presence of
God.

Now the whole world was
brought under condemnation by
the fall of Adam, and it was ren-
dered very necessary that there
should be an atonement made, for
the posterity of Adam could not
be held responsible for the sins of
their first parents; yet they were
under condemnation and aliens
from God; and as they could not
be held accountable for nor repent
of something which they them-
selves did not do, therefore it had
to be atoned for, and nothing short
of an infinte atonement would suf-
fice for this, the sin of the world;

therefore the infinite Son of God..

came into the world and made that
atonement by the shedding of his
own precious blood. As it is writ-
‘‘ye are bought with a price,”
and by the shedding of ‘his precious

blood He bought the human fami-

ly back. Thus God was in Christ
reconciling the world unto him-
self. See 2d Cor., 5:19-21: “Not
imputing their trespasses unte
them, for he hath made him to be
sin for us who knew no sin, that
‘we might be made the righteous-
ness of good in Him.” Taking
'this view of the matter, we begin

'to comprehend the following scrip-

tural ‘declarations: John the Bap-
tist, in seeing Jesus coming to-

- ;-'i
i
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wards him, exclaims, ‘‘Behold the
Lamb of God which taketh away
the sin of the world” (singular
number.) Hence the Adamic sin
was atoned for. (John, 1:20).
Therefore, as by the offence of
one, judgment came upon all men
to condemnation, even so by the

righteousness of one, the free gift|

came upon all men unto justifica-
tion of life; “for as by one man’s
disobedience many were made sin-
- pers, 80 by the obedience of one,
ghall many be made rightegus.—
Rom., 5:18,19. “For since by man
came death, by man came also the
resurrection of the dead; for, as
in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive.”—1st Cor.,
15:21, 22. All were made alive in
the sense that that which they
could not be held accountable for,
which brought .them under con-
demnation, was atoned for. Thus
God reconciling the world unto
himself and instigated a plan of
salvation whereby we may become
reconciled unto (GGod, obtaining
forgiveness for our own actual
sins, by being obedient to the re-
quirements or will of the Father,

as expressed in the gospel law..

Hence, it is upon the conditions of
the gospel or plan of salvation,
that we are permitted to obtain
salvation and eternal life; for it is
the power of God unto salvation
to every one who .truly believes,
Not simply a hearer, but a doer of
the work. As will be seen by the
following quotations: ‘“Not every
one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
- of Heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in
heaven.” And, again: ‘“Whoso-

ever heareth thesesayings of mine -
and doeth them, I will liken him
unto a wise man which built his
house upon & rock,” &c. And,
again: ‘‘Blessed are they that do
his commandments, that they may
have right to the tree of life, and
enter in through the gates into the
city.”—Rev., 22:14. :

Dear reader, are you doing the
commandments-of Jesus which are
enjoined in the gospel covenant?
If not can you expect to be recon-
ciled to God and be permitted to
enter into his rest while in trans-
gression? Remember thai sin is
the transgression of law. '

Now one more thought in regard
to the atonement: The sin of the
world having been taken aiay, all
having been made alive in Chrigt
by reason of the atonement, we
begin to understand how it is pos-
sible for there to be a second death,
and still both of these deaths to
be of a spiritual nature, beth being
a spiritual separation from God,
man having pessed through the
allotted probationary state, reject-
ing the gospel and rebelling against
God, ginning away the’days of
grace. If in that state maaa comes
before the judgment seat of Christ,
he will say, Depart from:me ya..
workers of iniquity, andtanother
separation takes place, 'and an
alienation from God—a spiritusl -
death, a second death, of the same’
nature as the first, with the excep-
tion that it is called endless, there -
being no more sacrificing for sin,
no more atonement for sin, henes
the eternal judgment. We will
gay in conclusion of thig -foatuve
of our subject, that we-believe
the means used and applied was’

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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equal te the demand. Hence, we
areionly held accountable for our
own actual tramsgressions; and by
reagson of the atonement all man-
kind may be saved by obedience
to the law and ordinances of the

gespel of Jesus Christ.
" (Tobe Continued.)

All ?Ezings Commorr.

i have been patiently waiting
for some of the writers of the lat-
ter days to proclaim the goespel as
it was taught by Chyist and his
apestles and: authorized disciples
on: this. land; or, in other words,
I have been waiting for yeearste
hear some of the elders of the
‘Church of Christ give their views
on the gospel of ‘‘all things com-

men.;” but they all appear to: be:

afraid of this question. Some let-
ters that have appeaved: in our pa-
per sre meither gospel or testi-
- mony.. When all preach the same
gonpel 2 laid down. in the Beok of
Mormon, and all bear the same

testim(my that Jesus Christ has

risens he that wag-dead, now lives,
and he has promised e all that
believe, the victary over death and
hell, through him can they shout,
“Q, destl, where is thy. sting; O,

grave, wheze ls: thy vietory?’|

(Book of Nephi, 5:9.)

Christ 8aY8; “And again I say
unto: geu, ye must vepent and be
baptized in my name and become
as.a little, child, oy ye can in no
wige inherit the kingdom of God.
Verily, verily, I say unto you, thet

buildeth upon- this, buildeth upon
my rock; and the gates of hell
shall net. prevaill agaimst them.”
By reading the entire chapter you

‘earth.

will see that the Seviour intended
to give all future generations to
understand that he had made his
gospel plain enough te: be ander-
stood by every son and daughter
who had truly repented of all thein
sins and been baptized by one ef

 Christ’s authorized ministers and
received the IHoly Ghost.

Christ.
told his apostles that ke would not
leave them comfortless, but weuld
send them. another comforter. TFhe
Book of Mormon says: ‘“‘See that:

-yo be rot baptized unwerthily.” I
we are baptized unwerthily, we
will not receive the holy ghest.
This may be the reason of our bar-

rennegs; for we are pot working:
on a line with that alveady writ-
ten; neither did Joseph, ner Oli-
ver, nor David; although the Lord
told them that they must build up
his church, according to that al-

ready: written; but they refused te:
obey the lLerd’s instructioes, and
they began te build a chureh after
their own order, and they seen be-
case divided on this question, and
on that, until they were. finally

cast-ont of the spiritual work, just
as we are to-day, divided on the

‘Sabbath; divided on temple build-

ing, efc..
Pride iz in the. church. We

should begcome slarmed. Neither

have we had our geods and sub-

stance. common among ouyselves.
The: kingdom-of God being a eom-
‘monwealth,

we must partake of
the same nature; etherwise, we

have pot any part in the matter.
this: is my doctrine, and whoso |

Seme may say that,k am watch-
ing for evil, or I could not see so
much bad. This has been the cyy
of Hatan ever since; he fell te the
Sappose L am full of the

www.LatterDayTruth.org )
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Holy @ﬁéﬁt and my heart is full’

of love for my brather and sister.
Then, in this tender condition,
bow can § he watching for evil?

and divigion when it presents itself
in the church? Again I ask you,

am I watching for evil, or am I
contentious, because I say that we
(the Chureh of Christ) are in trans-

gression because we are not living
the doctrine of all things common,
as Jegus has commanded? Am 1

justified in these remarks? Let:

ug read (Book of Nephi, 12:2):
*And they had all things common
among ‘them, every mar dealing
justly one with another. And it
came to pass that they .did do all
things even as Jesus had command-
ed them.”
~ Letms read agein: “And from
that time forth they did have their
goods and their substance no:more
sommen among them;and they be-
gan to be divided into -classes,”
ete.” {Nephi, 117). My brother,

when & walue is placed on your|
meney, lands, and other things,|

you cesse %0 be a follower of
Christ.

When you repent of your sins
and covenant to give all you have
and are fo Christ and his cause for
the premise of eternal life, do you

intend to rob God eut of part of
- yaur promise by refaining back
for your omm use your inoney,
lands, ate.4 How can you expect
that you sre worthy befors Ged
to receive his great hlessing when
you.are not willing to trust the
L@l{i to ’gﬁm?iée for yoa? Yeu

- &

‘ning devices of .men.

God’s plan.  If you are afraid 4o

{trugt the l.ord after having prom:
lised to do so, 1 do not helieve ?h%%;
{he will trust you.

Now I ask you to answer me this:
What kind of @ spirit would Ijdished in the Chunch \of Christ to
have if I could not detect pride

“Ail things common” was egtab- '

prove to us, after we have been
regeived into the church, whether
we are in the faith or not; as men
may be in the church, and not he
in the faith. This is ilustrated
by the five wise and five foolish
virgins. Do you say that you
love the Lord with all your heart,
sod love your brother as you love
yourself, and withhéld your sub-
stance from Christ or your brother,
knowing that the cause of Christ
is suffering, and that your brather
has but Little 1o eat? May justice
and mercy take roet in your heart.
“Then shall ye return and discover
between the righteous and the
wicked; betaeen him that serveth
Ged, and him th&t serveth him
not.”

‘The time is st band when it wali ,
be wery hard to tell the difference
hetween the true mrorshippers of
God and those who imitate the -
true worshippers. , 1t is necessary
to have the Spirit of Godto dinect
your every step; otherwise, ysu
might be led by seme of the cun-
S&t&n has
but one object, and that is to canse -
division in the church by iptrodue-
ing the Sabbath, Sevesgth Day,
The (Gathering, Building up of
Zion, &c., dc. All of these ques-
tions breed sirife, except they
arg handled by suthorized agents

-of the kingdom. The servantdoes

not understand the designs.of Bis
masbor; neither is it necsssery ih%
t}a@ exagher revesluats %@% 2 :
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his plans. But every elder, priest
and teacher, who has been called
of God and sent forth to teach the
world the plan of. salvation, have
the promise that they are not serv-
ants, but brethren. They have
- been told to ask what they will,
and it shall be dohe; or, in other
words, I (Jesus) will instruct you;
for ‘‘in my Father’s house are
many mansions. If it were not
80, I would have told you.” Our
barrenness is due to our lack of
patience. Patience having left us,
we step out of the gospel and he-
gin to preach strange doctrines;
being deceived, we try to deceive
others.
Except ye become as a little
child, ye can in no wise see the
kingdom of God. Brethren, I call
your satfention to the words of
Jesus. Does not a little child live
a life of all things common, ever
ready to impart, not having any
value on money, land or goods?
Rich and poor, bond and free, all
are the same to a poor, innocent
child. Buft we cannot stop with
-this as the only signification of the
words, ‘‘Except ye are baptized,
snd become -as a little child, ye
can in no wige see the kingdom of
‘God.” Brethien, you will note
the entire forgiveness of a child;
though you may have attacked
and whipped it without cause, and
sbysed it shamefully, leaving great
red welts from a heavy and barba-
ous hand, when you are through
with your  punishment, pick it up
in yonr arms, fondle it, kiss it,
“and you, have healed the wounds
 maide in|its pure, little heart. Ev-
ery bitterness has fled away. With
widle-pyead arms and open heart,

it entwines its arms around papa’s
or mamma’s neck. You are for- .
given, and no one could weaken
its faith in you ag a confiding pro-
tector and deliverer.

Now, why is it that we cannot
build upon this rock ‘‘all things
common?” It is the only way by
which that blessed oneness, spoken
of in the Scriptures, can be
brought about. Let us do as it
says in Joel, 2:15: “Blow the
trumpet in- Zion; sanctify a fast;
call & solemn assembly.” Let us
come together ag one man and
plead the cause of Zion. - And may
the Lord bless every effort to that
end.

Your brother in the faith,
: Jorn C. Cox.
Fort Bragg, Cal., May 30, ’98.

Souts Dayron, NEw YORK, %
- May 30th, 1890.

The RETURN:—
DeAR BRETHREN—

I must return my sincere thanks
for the sample copies of THE RE-
TURN we. received. They came as
a revival to us out-here. One thing
in particular which very much in-
terested us was the printing of the
Book of Mormon, without refer-
ence to dny certain sect or creed,
especially to the Latter Day Saint’
Doctrine and Covenants, and the
Salt Lake Mormons. I have two
Salt Lake editions and the refer-
ences in those books point to the
revelation on polygamy.

Now the Book of Mormon is al-
most unknown to the young and
rising generation of this part of
the land—yes, even the older ones;
and those who do know the book,

swill not vead if, -because of the

www.LatterDayTruth.org )
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reproach which has come upon it.

Now we are indeed glad to hear
that the printing of that book will
be done. God says that he is able
to do his own work, and is conse-
quently able to have his word
printed in a pure form, free from
all errors and references to creeds
of fallen churches.

We also rejoice to hear from
Bro. W, P. Brown, who is at Jeru-
salem, Palestine. It looks as though
God is at work. Bro. Brown was
surely wrought upon by the Spirit
of God to go, or he could not have
had the courage to go on his own
account so far away, leaving, as it
were, everything near and dear to

him but his family. We trust God.

will greatly bless his efforts in
that far-away land, and that he
may be able to more fully convince
the people of that land that Jesus
whom they slew is indeed the
Christ.

Now the Book of Mormon (in
the Hebrew language) has already,
years 8go, been presented to the
people of Jerusalem by the Utah
Mormons, and some few have ac-
cepted it, and have emigrated to
Utah, 1 personal}y know of some.
But the true-light has not shown
in that city for generations past,
and I look £6r Bro. Brown’s pres-
ence in Jerugalem $imply to be a
begmmng of' far greater events to
transpire/in ‘E,he near future. Let
us remember him.

Now, on the other hand, we can
readily see the fulfillment of the
prophecies of both the Bible and
Book of Mormon, in God deliver-
ing his people out of bondage from
wicked and corrupt nations, and
raising 8 banner of freedom for

1 were taken.

them to worship God ss they
choose; and the Lord is using this
very nation of ours to do & jg}art
of it, and all this theans thatithe -
time is approaching for the gospel
of Christ to be preached unto all
nations, kindreds, tongues and pso- .
ple. Meanwhile, the Bible - and
Book of Mormon will be carried
forth unto the ends of: the eéarth,
and the preparation will continue.
The coming forth of the Book of
Mormon is but to more fully pre-
pare the nations for a greatar work
yeot to come.

A short time ago we vidi ﬁed &
town known as Palmyra, this State,
85 miles east from the city- ef Buf-
talo, on the New York Central
railroad. We spent a couple of
days looking sround the neighbor--
hood and visiting the people. We .
also visited the hill from lwhich
the plates of the Book of Mormon
The place is yet is-
ible, there being small exdayations
and a stump of a tree to mgu'k the
spot. . The hill belongs to a man
by the name of Ssmpson, who is
Rear Admiral Sampson, }}QW in
command of the U. S.|Navy,
blocka,dlng the Cuban @orts The
people in Palmyra told me that
Joseph Smith -used to.Work on the
streets of that place, ind that he
was lazy and good for nothing.
They also pointed ouf the house
where Joseph Smith,} Sr., lived.

11 soon found out th&t tha people -

spoke more from prejudice thau
from actual kz;owledge ,

The Book off Mormon was first
printed in Pahmym The printing -
office is there yot.  .(Grandins, the
printer, and Gilbert, the: msn who

(GOHTIN’UE}D ON PAGE 12;)
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‘Roberi;s John J.

Tar war between this countyry
and Spaid still goes on, with no
apparent prospect of a speedy ter-
-mination.

The Account of all money Ae—%
geoived and peid out for the Rm-i

U ’ﬂ,, W8 .made wp and filed t.a age was done.

th@ Accaunt of the Adams
,ife Both will appear in the
aext issue.

Bro. Paen writes that Bro. Geo.
#. | Hoddrick, of Independence,
- Mo, ‘has been chosen as the third
exdoutor of the estate -of Bro.
{zeprge Adams, deceased. We have
po ffarther news to report cencern-
ing the progress of the work of
printing the Book of Mormeon.
Y'roM the dally papers we notice
hoyv the signs which were to occur

- in thelast ddys are increasing. We
read of several earthquakes here

in the United States almoast every
weoek. We give below three clip-

pings from the daily Denver Post,

all from one issue of the paper,
showing whet signs occurred in
thigeountry on that one day,Satur-
day, 51 une 4th, and all of them
meny hun&;ed mxl&s apart—one in
California, one in West Vurgmm,
: &nﬁ N, in &m@m@

P.A. |

ﬁ%&ysmﬂeﬁ Ky., June 4.-—An
parthguake occurred af Springdale

and xioinity yesterday. The vibra-
tion was felt for miles around amnd

lasted twelve seconds. The weiti-
zens saw a large ball of fire which

appoared to fall from the sun.

Many people ran {romtheir houses
terror stricken.
Charleston, W. ¥a., June 4.—At

noon yesterday s large metaor fell
at Comfort, W. Va., twenty miles

south of this place, which waused
a deafening report and shoek the

| earth for many miles around.

#Bam Franeisco, Juns 4.—aA slight
earthquake shock was felt here-at
1:20 o’clock thismorning. Mo dam-

““We recently received, from a
gentleman in Towa, a communica-

y{tion containing some correspon-
{dence from William Marks con-

cerning the connection of Joseph
Smith with polygamy. o

The gentleman suggested that
we publish the same, but after
some deliberation on the matter
we have concluded that it is not
best to do so, and also deem it best
to give our reasons puhlicly.

To begin with, we have printed
sufficient evidence to satisfy most
people that, unfortunately, Joseph
allowed himself to become mixed -
up with the doctrine of plu-
rality of wives. In publishing
evidence on this point we did so,
not from animosity toward the
prophet, but to justify the posi-

‘tion that our organization had

taken on that question, and to
prove that our sssertions touching
the matter were correct.

Having produced what we Te-
ga;dsd is goeod ovidenoe, @ﬂésﬁ%

www.LatterDayTr uthmg



Y

- wiont for amy Tessonable demand,
¢ was our desire to let the matter
rest, 4nd only refer %o the lament-
‘able oceurrence when necessity de-
manded bringingy itup. This we
oonsidered to be a-consistent course
and should we continme to publish
guch artidles our weaders would
‘have good grounds for supposing
we did 8o heosuse «f hatred for
the prophet. :

Some of our friends think that
wo have erved in Pprimting any
refarente to his eomnection with
ipolygatny, -deeming that proof of
sach commection would be dam-
aging to wsin @ur efforts to attract
vomverts to the’ faith; that people
would be loth to aecept s religion
whose founder, shortly after the
beginning of the work, fell imto|
pernicious ways. This might rprove"
g0 in some oases, but if one reflects:
2 i they may arrive st the con-
dlusion that Joseph Smith’s wesk-
mess was o worse than Peter’s.” |

We copy ‘the above from thel
Searchlight. Ttexpresses our senti-
ments.. Twr Beruen has like-
wise received such a lettev :th-isf
month, with & -request-to publish!
it. 'We do not deem it wise o do:
so, snd trust that no offense W‘lﬂ
be taken.:

?7%% Scriptures.

“Amd *taes}ause my words shaﬁ
hiss forth, many of the Gentiles’
shall say, & Biblel a Bible! We
have got o Bible, and we cannot
have any more Bible, * ¥ * #
Thou:fodl that shall say, & Bible,
wo have got o Bible, and sve need
nomore Bible. Haveye obisined a

Bible, sove i weve by $he Jows!

Know yo not thet there srd more
aations than ome? Know ye not
that 1 the Lord your God have -
created all men? And that I re-

member those who are upon the -

isles .of the sea, and that I rulein
the heavens above, and inthe earth -
beneath, aend I bring forth my
word wunto the children of men,
yen, even upon all the nations of
the earth? Wherefore murmur
ye because that ye shall receive
meore of my word?! Emow ye net
that the testimony of two nations
is @ witness unto you that I am
‘God, that I remember one nation
like unto ancther? Wherefore 1
spesk the same words unto one fin-
tion like unto another. And when
the two nations shall run together,
the testimeny of the two nations
shall run together also.” (2d Nephi,
29:8,6, 7, 8.

‘“Aﬂ seripture is gwea by 1113}’31-—
ration of ‘God, snd is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for dor-
rection, for instruection in right-
gousness. That the man of God
may he perfect, theroughly fur-
vished unto all good works,” (2{%
Tim., 8:16, 17.3

“F&r whai;sesver iah;mtrs wers
written aforetime were writben

| for our learming; that wp, throagh
.| patience and comfort of“the Serip-
| tures, might iz&ve hﬁpé—a 1%{53

15:4.)

1 have given ! 'these oxtructs from
the writings of Nephi and Paud to
aflord the reader an ‘opportunity
to glance at the g‘(}i‘lptlﬂi&§ ques-
| tion as it is presented in each of
our sacred books; thet he or she
may be better able to judge 28 W
the probable nétare and purpose

of Seviptume, é@é %ﬁé} she %‘é%’ %%% i
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may perceive the harmony of the
two writings upon this as on all
questions involving the principles
of the gospel. In the ahridged
dictionary of our langusge the
word “*seripture” is defined simply
as ‘“‘the Old and New Testaments;”
and;many of the Christians of our
land have become, as it were,
abzidged in their understanding of
;the; meaning of the term, as ap-
phed to God’s written Wmd and
as & rule they do not take kindly
to t,ne Nephite records as a com-
par;;on and helper of the Bible.
Indeed, s0 far as my experience
goes, comparatively few seem in-
clined to practice that spirit of
charity and fairness that should
characterize the action of those
~ who are in search of scr iptural en-
lightenment. Far be it from me
to:find fault with any for their
loyalty to the principles of the
trath found within the pages of
the Old and New Testaments; and
far be it from me to question as
to, whether there may not be found,
somewhele between the begmmnw
of (Genesis and the end of Revela-
tions, every portion of God’s word
unto the nations of the earth, But
what I do find fault with, is the
persistence with which the Gentiles
of to-day follow in the footsteps
of the ancient Jews. What I do
question is the wisdom of rejecting
this Book of Mormon (which
claims to offer us the.fulness of
the gospel in its plainness) without
- even a pretense of testing the gen-
uineness of its claims.

In commenting on ‘‘the gen-
eral characteristics of the Bible,”
one writer truthfully says: ‘‘Rev-

elation h{xs been gradual and pro-

gressive. (rod did not make known
to Abraham all that he revealed to
Paul. The divine self-manifesta-
tion given tfo the Jews, is far ex-
ceeded by that bestowed on Chris-
tians.” The Old Testament be-
came g stumbling block to the
Jews, when it should have been s
stepping stone to enable them to
reach the higher plane of spiritual
enlightenment which awaited them
in the study of ‘‘the mystery of
Christ,” as taught in his gospel.
And now the Gentiles are {ripping
over the same stone (self-derived
knowledge), just as the Lord
warned Nephi they would do. I
can remember in my own experi-
ence s time when it deemed the
greatest sacrilege to harbor for a
moment the thought of a possible
addition to the sacred old volume
which had come down to us
through the ages, seeming all the
more sacred that its precious truths
were mostly veiled under prophetic
guise, parabolic language, and
apocalyptic phraseology, which
must be:spiritually discerned to be
of practical use. But I honestly
meant it when I promised the Lord
to search for truth wherever the
name of -Christ appeared as the
watchword of spiritual progress.
My case, however; has been an
exceptional ¢ne, in that; I learned

to know Christ before I learned to -
Jook for truth in the Bible.

So
also 1 learned that this was the
true church of Christ, before I
knew that the Book of Mormon
was 8 plain exposition of Christ’s
doctrine. ‘“‘But thanks be to God,
who giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ,” I have
learned to value, at their true

~www.LatterDayTruth.org
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worth, the words of Paul to Tim-
ethy. 1 can understand, not only
that “‘all the Scripture is given by
inspiration of God,” but that all
which is given to us by divine in-
spiration is God’s word to us,
whether it be written upon ‘‘tables
of stone,” or upon the ‘‘fleshy
tables of our hearts;” whether it
ig writtenin God’s limitless book
of Scriptures, or in his boundless
book of nature; whether it is whis-
pered to us by the still small voice
of conscious duty, the appealing
voice of love, or the wailing voice
of despair. God speaks to us ac-
cording to our needs, and accord-
ing to his- purpose. And it isall
profitable to us, that we may be
perfected unto all good works.
And now if 1 have reason to be-
lieve that some are:striving to cir-
cumscribe the legitimate scope of
the Scriptures, I have the same
resson to believe that there are
those who do rot fully understand
how the ‘‘inspiration of God”
makes the said Scr iptures profit-
able for doctrine, &d. They may
think that because the writers of
Scripture are divinely inspired, all
they who read may easily learn
doctrine and be instructed in right-
eousness. DBut unless I myself be
touched by the wand of inspira-
tion, I read in vain the inspired
woxds of Christ and the wuters of
his gospel.

Then let those who desire to
know of a surety what the Book

of Mormon contains, read it with
%ayel in their heart that God
will inspire thgm 10 recelve the
truth. - In this way only can they
lsam Whénhal or not this book 1s
8 partxesa of God’s Holy Word.
SUEEER B Wesr,

P. S.—1 hope the work of pub-
lishing the Book of Mormon is
progressing; and I hope that none
of the brethren are growing weary
of well doing. With prayers and
hope for the progfess of the good .
work, I am as ever yours in the
Gospel of Love. 8. B W,

Cuarrevorx, Mich., }
May 15, 1898.

Drar BroTHERS AND SISTERS:

Let us all get upon our knees
and fast and pray as we never have
done before, that the power of
God'may rule, and not man; that
unity of spirit may ‘prevail; that
the Cross of Christ may be kept
in plain view; that our guide may
be the Holy Spirit. ,

“God’s hand is not shortened
that it cannot save, neither his ear
heavy that it ‘cannt hear.” The
cry of his children he will. hear in
his own due time. I say if the
Book of Mormon: is to be printed,
why delay it solong? Del&ys very
often prove dangemus H

It is too bad that'no athers of
the church feel anxiois enough
about this important work, to take
a part of the burden bt l;o Sny-
der and Bro. Hendricki ' Bio.

Hendrick is the only one that I

see upon his feet to help Bro. Sﬁy=
der in this work. .

Prayer is more nsedad in the
church than anythmﬁ at ‘the pres-
ent time. Let us call a day for
fasting and prayer.. -

O, pray for me that Jesus may be
my indwelling spirit; that the bap-
tism of the Holy Sp}.rxt may fall
upon me in great power to honor
God and his cause; that he may be
my only guide and m - light unto
the end. Yours in 1133, o

Mgrs, M. J. SWEBTIAND,

www.LatterDay Truth.|
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{CORTINUED FROM PAGE 7.)
set up the type, are both dead, but
their children are there yet. One
copy of the Book of Mormon which
was never bound is kept im the
bank of said place, and was a
present from the- Gilberts to the
banker. I was told thpt the banker
was good to the poor of the place.

.The Gold Hill, or as some call

it, the Mormon Hill, is situated
four miles south of Palmyra, on
- the road to Manchester, a small
town of about 400 people. The
distance from the hill to Manches-
ter is two and a half miles. The
hill is a high bluff, narrow on top,

with light colored soil, kind of a

reddish clay, mixed with rock of
o slate formation. The north end
of the hill seems to be a little more
elevated than the south end. The
place where the plates were found
is on the west side but a short dis-
tance from fop, and near the ex-
treme nornth end. The hill is about
“three miles from a railroad, and
about twenty miles from Lake On-
tario. The ecountry is rolling, ex-
cept the bottoms around the lake,
which arve leyel. -
~ Now, dear brethren, we have
written these things with an object
of good, and for information for
the brethren..

Enclosed find gtﬂ,mps for Tputh
No. 2, which please mail at once.

I would like to know when the
new edition of the Book of Maor-
mon will be printed, or ‘how soon
it gan be had, and how much by
majil will be the cost per copy.

I;!ii&y the Lord bless you sallin
your good waorlk is m,ay prayer, .

- Kour Brother,
- Quivir GoopuAN.

Py

Eprror Brrurn:

By this time I hope an executor
has bheen choseri, and ‘the Book of
Mormon is in the hands of the
the printer.

We may easily shide again ¢own
the hill of Zion, little by little,
until we find ourgelves agaim in
the spirit of this world. The Son
of (God has left an example fer
us to follow. 1If we love:thelight,
we will come to the light. ‘““While
1 am in the world,” said Jesus, “I
am the light of the world. f any
man shall follow me, he shall not -
walk in darkness, but shali have
the light of life.”

I have a testimony to bear of
this 4ruth. When 1 was born of
the Spirit and of the Word, 1 was
a new man in Christ Jesus, with a
new hesrt and a right spirit. My
methpds in business were cheerful-
ly-altered to harmonize with the
true grace of God that I was the
recipient of. As faithful stewards
for God, the divime book should
be printed and bound as'good for
the price as justice and fair deal-
ing should require.. The last Beok
ot Mmmon I bought of the Utah
friends soen let a leaf come loose;
it was large type with references.
Some time since I boughtia hook
with superior binding, published
in Liverpool. It will proye econ-
omy 4o have good werk .done in
the binding, as also in t%gé paper

and type.

There is w blessing &ﬂd 8 pres-
ent reward in being a servant of
God, o witness for the truth ap:it
is in Christ Jesus. The spmi Q:ﬁ

| this world is spoken of a8 dark-
 nees, ag foolishness, in Holy Worig,
and 86 ¥ will appear to all who

www.LatterDayTruth.org ™ .
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overcome the world by the faith;}

“foy this is the victory even our
faith,” The lust 6f the eye, the

lust of the flesh, and the pride of |

life, is, not of the Kather, but of
the world,
Lot us learn to look upomn our

tempoxral affairs as not our own, |
and ourselves as & servant or stew- |
ard, being bought with a price. |
We are not our own. These words |

have been brewght to my soul with
such power, being willing to fol-
low in the light, that the light in-

creased on my path, and the word

of God became my food. Truly,
his words are spirit and life to the
child of God that is born from
above, born of the Spirit.
Your brother in Christ,
JAMES BowMan.

Rienmown, Mo., June 19, ’98.

Drar Bro. SNYpER.—Your let-
ter of the 16th received. Was glad
to hear from you. The request
that I propoesed to Bre. & W.
Johnsen, was to ask the brethren
if they wished a Council to be con-
vened on the 3rd of September,
1898, at. Independence. If they
thought advigable;, to let it be
known by writing to me, and if
they favored a Councilk I would
give notice through Tur RETRERN.
I am not in favor of calling a
Conncil this fall unless it will meet
with the wishes of the elders. But
I am impressed, to visit the
churehes to try and get a better
_interest in the work. The coals
of fire: are alive, but they need
some blowing to make them burn
more brilliant.and shed forth more
light,, thet the world ‘may behold
the. glozious light of the gospel. .

Th}s }ea,ves us &H ﬁaﬂy T‘?’%ﬁ

-all well,

a8 ahl exeeutor.
jvenient. Love to you amd veé;i»*s
Your Brother in Chsrlst
P. A, ?AGE
Ricemonp Mo., June 19, '98.
Dear BrerHrReN.—This Sunday

‘me, I wish to ssy to the brethren
through Tur Rerurn that | am
impressed to say to all the house-
‘hold of faith to arise in the
strength of our Ged and let your
light shine by an orderly walk and
a godly conversstion. Brethren,
pray the Lord of the harvest that
Lhe will send more servants imto
the field to labor, for the harvest
is great and: the laborers are few.
I would like to ask what excuse
can we malke whep we sep 8o many
going down te destruction withous
hope and without God in the
world, when we, the children of
God, ave restmg in ense, ps though

any effort to. help rescye: &be fallen
ones, either by our going and talk-
ing to' them, or belping others to
go. Thework of saving the souls
of men by the church; iz & work
that the whole chumh shenld be

own part. Brethren, 4f you can’t
goand preach, you egn help those
that can go, and have been c&lé&ad
by yo’ﬂr prayers.
is the. work of the ehurch “the

‘the work of saving souls. Think

.down to destruction and how many

evening finds me fairly well for

In this way it

P i-

1]

b
i

I will let you knew when 1 learn
that Bro. Heddrick has qualified |
Write when ¢on- ' -

engaged in, each one to do their

whole church, to got the rew&ré of

hoping it will reach you and youis j P

all was well in Zion, n(g; making.

of the many poor souls’ going
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.of ‘ug are trying to do anything to
‘help rescue the fallen ones.

. We read of the many storms
‘that are passing over the earth,
‘and we are moved at hearing &f
.the suffering ones, and we would
like to help them in their suffering
.condition, but how many of us are
‘deeply moved upon? Many of
‘them, while suffering badly in
mind, over the loss of friends and
‘and companions and children, what
'will become of their souls? Are
‘we trying te rescue them by going
ourselves, ‘or helping others, to
persuade those that are living in
‘the world, to live a Christian life;
that whether in this life or in
‘death, all will be well and made to
rejoice in the Holy One of Isrsel.

Brethren, we must go to work
‘and help work for the salvation of
suffering humanity, or we will
-puffer loss; for we read when the
husbandman called servants and
sent them into the field, he sent
‘them to labor, not to sit and idle
their time away.

Now, dear brethren, I would
like for you to bear with me, and
let me’to entreat you to he more
interested in the work of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Pray for me. I hope
‘to see many of you this summer if
“the Lord wills it. ,

Your Brother in Christ,
P. A. Pace.

INDFPEN!?»FNCE Mo , i
s i dJune Tth, 1898. j

Enn‘ons or RETURN:

“turn- has any of the following
‘named publications that I can buy,
-or borrow, I would like to do §0:
: :VG} 1, Nos. 1, Zand 3 Df tihe

Saints Herald. Vol. 1, or any
number thereof, of Voree Herald.
(The Voree Herald was printed by
the Strangites.) Vol. 1, No. 1, of
the Northern Islander. Also a
book of Doctrines and Covenants,
printed in 1835. Also a pamphlet
written by the Re-organized
Chureh in 1852 or ’53," exposing
polygamy. I would like a copy of
it very much.

1 have for sale a’manuscript (au-
thentic), ‘‘Polygamy Kxposed,”
nearly 250 pages, written on fools-
cap paper. 1 believe. this is the
most authentic work ever brought
together. I will sell this, cfr let it
out on the royalty plan, to any re-
sponsible publishing house, that it
may be bhrought before the world
in the light of truth.

Yours in gospel bonds,
J. 'W. Jounson.

Sourtn Dayron, New Yorxk, }
June 12th, 1898,

Eprrors or RETURN:— 7

It is with rejoicing in spirit that
we read and reflect upon the valu-
able contents of your paper known
as THe RETURN, as we out here
are also believers in the Bible and
Book of Mormon, and are also
witnesses of, and do know by the
power of God, that said two
ingpired books do contain his
(Christ’s). gospel, without the aid
of man’s additions; yet we be-
lieve in revelation from God, and
do lock forward to & time ‘When

| faith will strive with mankind, so
1f any of the readers of the Re-

that God’ will no longer withhoid
direct communion from ug, either

by those three disciples who did

tarry, or by angels from on hzgh
or by the Urim and Thummimn,

www.LatterDayTruth.org *
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and those records which have been
kept back because of unbelief. I
believe they will soon be revealed.
Brethren, remember we are but
school children as yet, and are as
yet fed by milk; but it needs be
that there must come a day when
God will bring about a revival to
his few humble followers, and we
do believe that the time is drawing
near. It looks so to me, judging
from reading the testimonies by
the Spirit, as given in THE RETURN.
The believers are looking ahead
for the Lord to show forth his
power in the near future, and I
believe he will grant more power
unto his servants. We helieve that
God has some servants reserved:
Revelation, 10:11; 8rd Nephi, 28:29
(Salt Lake Edition.)

Let our prayers be such that
God will call more laborers into
the field, and at the same time let
us prepare ourselves and do our
part. Let us come unto Christ
and be perfected in him, and deny
ourselves of all ungodliness; and
if we shall deny-ourselves of all

ungodliness, and love God with all

our might, mind and strength,
then is his grace sufficient for us;.

“that hy his grace we may be per-|

fect in Christ, and if by the grace
of God we are perfect in Christ,
we can in no wise deny the power
of God. And again, if we, by the
grace of God, are perfect in Christ,
and deny not his power, then are
we sanctified in Christ, by the
grace of God, through the shed-
ding of the blood of Christ, which
is.in the covenant of the Father,
unto the remission of our sins,
that we become hoiy, without
gpot. Amen.

tare,
A READER OF THE RerurN.

INDEPEHDENCE, Mo., %

May 1, 1898.
To tHE KrLpers:—We having
eonversed with a number of the

elders of the church in reference

to a conference or council meeting
in the near future, which we have
realized for some time past should
be called, that we may come toa
more proper understanding of our
duty as a‘church, and to be more
fully ennabled to carry on the
work and advance the cause of
Christ. We would therefore sug-
gest September 3d, 1898, as the
time, and Independence, Ma., the
place to meet. Those being in
favor of said council or conference
may make it known in THE RE-
TURN for July. Those who can-
not attend in person to be repres-
ented by letter.
the elders favor che councily if will
be announced in the August num-
ber of THE RerUuRNn.—J. W. John-
son, P. A. Page, Geo. F. Hedrick.

What We Believe.

If a majority of

a

il

Praying always for/ your wel- ||

We believe in the doctiine of

Christ as recorded in thé} New
Testament Scriptures, and also in

the Nephite Scriptures or Book of

Mormon. The same gospel is

| taught in both of these books. The

former contains the teachings of
Christ in and around Jerusalem,

and the latter contains his teach-

ings upon this land of ancient

America, where he also appe&xed

after hmshmg his migsion at Jory:

salem. To those asking, What

www.LatterD: 1\ Tluth org

shall Ido to be. savted? Wa an- -
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of “desus;, Christ for the re-
\ of. sins, and ye shall re-
e.gift ofithe’ Holy Ghost.
r the promise. is-untp you, and
toiyoun ehildven, and: to all that.
- are- a,far off, even as. many: as-the
Lard; our Goed shall call.” Acts.
2‘ 8—39 '
“Jesus also saad
 lieveth and is baptlzed shall be,|

i saweds. but, he that believeth not.
' ghaﬂ be damned.. And these.signs|

shall follow them that believe: in|
iy nane shall they cast out devils;,
- they shallispeak with new: tonguess
they shall take up serpents; and: if |;

they drink any deadly thing it

shall not-hurt them; they shall lay|
hands on the sick and they shall|;
recover.”” Mark 16: 16-18. )
.Jesug also.says: upon this land,
““The Kather commandeth all men, |,
evel'ywhere, to repent and believe,
~.in me: iand whoso beheveth in me.
) a_;nd,ls baptized, the same shall be |
: sa\fed}’and' they are they who shall |

inherig the kingdom of God. And |

“whosg believeth net in me, and is
not baptized,* shall be damned,
#%¥% and again I say unto you, ye
must . repent, and be baptized in
my name, and become as a little|
- ¢hild, ér ye ¢an in no wise inherit

“the kmgdom,of God " 8rd Nephi, |

: 011 3? 38 i
Tha ‘above. is ‘the doctrine we
: teach ‘Those who desire to in-
i vestigate, we ask you to vead the
Book of Mormon. Also read our

. pzi,mphlets which are for free dis-|

- tribution. The Book of Mormofn
.condemns polygamy in plain werds.

1o mot- endorse: the : teach-
},.‘_Qﬁ. any of- ﬁhe 5o eglled Mos-

monsxor Labi:e)s
*lane in condliet:

“He that be- f

of Chyist, buty be
gospel of Jesus, Ct
preachd by himself
tles ati Jerusalemy, and,
and his. digsciples+ on. 1
‘angien. America; and
'identical gospel: was, pr;eas hed,
‘'beth lands. L
You may ask, What; m'fhe use o

and vou. WﬂL see th& s&veenﬂ,k
portant reasons. whichl. the Tiord,
‘gives.in that book, Why‘ ‘.\,#Waﬁ $o.
‘be revealed. to-the world inthege,
lagt- days, according t@ pmphe@
‘in the-Bible.

You may ask, Why thesa duv- 7
‘isions into sects .among behev
in the Book of Mormont l% '
‘answer that the divisiens are

the b@ok of Doctmme, and @Q' A

pa,mphlets

Pem@hl&t&- For. Frée Distzibution
AN ADDRESS TO ALL. BRUIVERS.
v CarisT, by David Whitiner, g -
witness to the divine suthenti
of the Book of Mormon. (5%“ 08\ -
had by sending two.cents foripos--

‘tage to B, . La Point, Damsin Vs
Towai
Trure No. ¥, cen b@ had
sending ope:eont pﬂﬁﬁ&g& forsingle,
-copy, or eight cents fer ol on -
«copies; and [ S
Trura No. 2, four cents’ postage S
for single copy, and |
NATURE OF THE -APOSTAC
‘Mrs. € M. Herstine,
-cont, can all be had: E‘
Tan Rurugx, “Box
.Colo. g ,

WWW. Lattcha};Trutlﬁm‘ﬁr
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