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GENERAL SN

GEN. SMITI'S VIEWS ON THE GO.

VERNMENT AND POLICY OF THEU.5.
Born in a land of liberty, and breathing an
air uncorrupted with the sirocco of barbarous
climes, I ever feel a double anxiety for the hap-
piness of all men, both in time and in eternity.
My cogitations like Daniel’s, have fora long
time troubled me, when I viewed the céndition
of men throughout the world, and more espe-
_ cially in this boasted realm, where the Declara~
tion of Independence “holds these fruths to be
self evident ; that all men are created equal: that
they are endowed by their Creator, with certain
unalienable rights; that among these are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” but at
the same time, some two or three millions of
people are held as slaves for life, because the
spmt in them is covered with a darker skin than
and hundreds of our,own kindred for an
infraction, or supposed infraction of some over
wise statute, have {o be incarcerated in dungeon
glooms, or sufferthe more moral penitentiary

E gravitation of merey in a nut-shell, while the

duellist, the debauchee, and the defaulter for
millions, and other criminals, take the ﬁpper—
most rooms at feasts, or, like the bird of passage
find a more congenial clime by flight.

The wisdom, which ought to characterize the

freest, wisest, and most noble nation of the nine-

teenth century, should, I1ke the sun in his mer-
idian splend()r, ‘Warm every object beneath its
rays: and the main efforts of her officers, who
are nothing more or less than the servants ofthe
people, ought to be directed to ameliorate the
condition of all: black or white, bond or free;
for the best of books says, “God hath made of
one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all
the face of the earth.”

QOur common country presents to all men the

same advantages; the same facilities; the same

prospects; the same honors; and the same re-

_wards: and without hypocrasy, the Constitution

when it says, “We, the people of the United
States, in order (o form a more perfect union, es-
tabligh justice, ensure tranquility, provide for the
common defence, promote the general welfare,
and secure the blessings of liber ty to ourselves
and gur posterity, | $0 ordain and establish this
Constltutmn for the United States of America,”
meant just what it said, without reference to

color or condition: ad infinitam. The aspira-

tions and expectations of a virtuous people, en-
vironed with so wise, so liberal, so deep, so
broad, and 'so high a charter of equal rights, as
appears in said Constitution, ought to be treated

ITH’S VIEBWS,

{by those to whom the administration of the
laws are intrusted, with as much sanctity, asthe
prayers of the saints are treated in heaven, that
love, confidence and union, like the sun,- moon
and stars should bear witness,

(For ever singing as they shine
“The hand that made us is dwm’e)"’

Unity is power, and when I reflect on the
importance of it to the stability of all govern-
ments, I am astounded at the silly moves of per-
sons and parties. to foment discord in order to
ride into power on the current of popular ex-
citement; nor am Iless sufprised at the stretch-
es of power, or restrictions of right, which too
often appear as acts oflegislators, to. pave the
way to some favorite political schemes, as desti-
tute of intrinsic merit, as a wolf’s heart is of the
milk of human kindness: 2 Frenchman would
say, “prosque tout aimer richesses el “pouvoiry”?
(almost all men like wealth and power.)

I must dwell on this subject longer than oth-
ers, for nearly one hundred years ago that gol-
den patriot, Benjamin Franklin drew up a plan
of union for the then colonies of Great Britain
that mow are such an independent nation, which’
among many wise provisions for obedient chil-
dren, under their father’s more rugged hand,—
thus: “they have power to make laws, and lay
and levy such general duties, impoits, or taxes,
as to them shall appear most equal and just,—
(considering the ability and other circumstances
of the inhabitants in the several colonies,) and
such as mav be collected with the least incon-
venience to the people; rather discouraging
luxury, than loading industry with unnecessary
burthens.”” Great Britain surely lacked the lau-
dable humanity and fostering clemency to grant
such a just plan of union—but the -sentiment -
remains like the land that honored its birth asa
pattern for wise men {o study the convenience of
the people more than the comfort of the cabinet.

And one of the most noble fathers of our free-
dom and country’s glory: great in war, greatl in
peace;. zreat in the estimation of the world, and
great in the hearts of his countrymen, the illus-
trious Washington, said in his first inangural
address to Congress: “I hold the surest pledges
that as, on one side, no local prejudices or at-
tachments, no separate views or party animosi-
ties, will misdirect the comprehensive and equal
eye which ought to watch over this greatfassem-
blage of communities and interest, so, on anoth-
er, that the foundations of our national policy

will be laid in the pure and immutablelprinciple s
of prxvate morality; apd the pre emmgnge ®

www.Lat L,lDd\ Tlu h.org+




El

~and command the respect of the world.”

4

free government be exemplified by all the attri-
butes whicli can winthe affections of its citizens,
Ver-
ily, here shines the virtue and the wisdom of a
statesman in such lucid rays that had every
succeeding Congress followed the rich instruc-
tion, in all their deliberations and enactmentss
for the benefits and convenience of the whole
community and the communities of which it is
composed, no sound of a rebellion in South Car~
olina; no rupture in Rhode Island; no mob in
Missouri, expellmg her citizens by executive
authority; corruption in the ballot boxes; a bor-
der warfare between Ohio and Michigan: hard
times and distress: outbreak upon outhreak in
the principal cities: murder, robbery, and defal-.
cations, scarcity of money, and a thousand oth-
er difficulties, would have torn asunder the bonds
of the union; destroved the confidence of man;!

- and left the great body of the people to mourn
. over misfortunes in poverty, brought on by cor-

rapt legislation in an hour of proud vanity, for
gelf aggrandizement. The great Washington,
soon after the foregomng faithful admonition for
the common welfare of his nation, further ad-

yised Congress that “among the many interes-

ting objects which will engage your attention.
that of providing for the common defence will
merit particalar regard. To be prepared for
war is one of the most efféctual means of pre-
serving peace.”” As the Italian would say: Buo-
no avisog(good advice.)

© The elder Adams in his inaugural address,
gives national pride such a'grand turn of justifi-
cation, that every honest citizen must look back
upon the infancy of the United States with an
approving smile and rejoice, that patriotism- in
the pulers, virtue in the people, and prosperity
in the union, once crowned the expectations of
hope; unveiled the sophistry of the hypoerite

- and silenced the folly of foes: Mr. Adams said,

“If national pride is ever justifiable, or excusa-
ble, it is when it springs not from power or rieh-
es, grandeur or glory, but from conviction of na-~
tional innocence, information and beng¢volence,”s
There is no doubt such was actnally “the case
with our young realm at the close of the last
century; peace, prosperity and union, filled the
vountry with religious toleration, temporal en-
joyment and virtuous enterprize; and gradually,

. too,wher the deadly winter of the “Stamp Act,”|
‘the “Tea Act?’ andother close communion acts |

of royalty had cholked the. growth of freedom of

* speech, liberty of the press, and liberty of con-

science, did light, liberty and lovalty flourish

' hke the cedars of God

" The respected and venerable’ Thomas Jeffer-
son, in his inangural address made -more than
forty years ago, shows what a beautiful pros-
pect an ignocent, virtuous natlon presents to

the sage’ 8 eye, where there is space for entex

prize: hands for industry; heads for heroes, and
hearts for moral greatness, * He said; <A’ rising
nation, spread over a wide and fruitful land, tra-
versing all the seas with the rich productions ot
their industry, engaged in commerce with na-
tions who feel power and forget right, advancing
rapidly to destinies beyond the reach of mortal
eye; when I contemplate these transcendant ob-
jects, and see the honor, the happiness, and the
hopes of this beloved country committed to the
issue and the ayspices of this day, I shrink from
the contemplation, and humble myself before
the magnitude of the undertaking.” Such a pros-
pect was truly soul stirring to a D'ood man, but
“since the fathers have tallen asleep,”? wicked
and designing,men have unrobed the government
of its glm y, and the people,if not in dust and ash-

es, or in sack cloth have to lament in poverty,
her departed greatness while demag‘ogues build

fives in the north and south,  east and west, tg
keep up thelr spirits #ill itis Detter times: but
year gfter year hasleftthe people 1o kope till the
very name of Congress or “State Legistature, is
as horuble to fhe sensitive friend of ‘his coun-
try, as the house of “Blite Beard” is to children; -

or “(Crockett’s? Hell of London, tomeek  men.

When the people are secure and their nghts
properly respected, then the four main pillars of
prosperity, viz: afrncultule, manuhctures, nav-’
igation, and commerce, need the fostering care
of government: andin so goodly & country as
ours, where the soil, the elimate, the rivers, the
lakes, and the sea coast; the productions, the
timber, the minerals; and the inhabitants are sg
diyersiﬁed, that a pleasing variety acecommo-
dates all tastes, trades and calculations, i cer-
tainly is the highest point of subversion to pro-
tect the whole northern and southern, eastern
and western, centre and cucumfe]ence of the
realm, by a judicious tariff. * It is an old - saying’
and a true one, “if you- wish to be respected re-
spect yourselves.”

I will adoptin part the language 6f Mr. ’\’Yad-
ison’s inaugural address, “To cherish peace and

‘friendly intercourse with all nations, having

correspondent dispositions; to.maintain. sincere
neutrality towards belligerent nations; to prefer
in all cases amicable discussion and reasonable
accommodation. of intrigues and foreign par-
tialities, so degradingto all countries, ‘and sp
baneful to free ones; to foster a spirit of indepen-
dence too just to invade the rights of others, too
proud to surrender their own; too liberal to in-

dulge unworthy prejudicies ourselves, and too

elévated not to look dowi upon them in others; »
to hold the union of the States as the basis of

their peace and happinessy to support the con-
stitution, which is the cement of the union, as
in its limitations as in jts authorities; to respect
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‘fhe rlghts and authoutle% reserved to the states
andto the people, as equally incorporated with,
and. essential to the success, of the general sys-
em; to avoid the slightest interference with the
rights of conscience,or the functions of religion,
so wisely exempted from. civil jurisdiction; to
preserve in their full energy, the other salutary
provisions in behalf of private and personal
rights, and of the freedom of the pxess;” as far
as intention aidsinthe fulfilment of duty, are
consummations too big with benefits not to
captivate the energies of all honest men to a-
chieve them, when they can be brought to pass
by reciprocation, friendly alliances, wise legisla-
tion, and honorable treaties.

The government has once flourished under
the guidance of trusty ‘servants; and the Hon.
Mr. Monroe in his day, while speaking of ‘tke
Constitation; says, “Our commerce has . been
wisely regulated with foreign nations, and be-
tween the states; new states have been admit-
ted into our vnion; our terfihry has been en-
larged by fairand honorable treaty, and-with
great advantages to the original states; the
states respectively protected by the national
government, under a mild paternal system
against foreign dangers, and enjoying wiihin
their separate spkeres, by a wise patrition of

“power, & just proporiion of the sovereignty,
have improved their police, extended ileir set-
tlements, and attained a strength and maturi-
ty which are the best proofs of wholesome law
well administered. And if we look to the con-
ditjion of individuals, what a proud spectacle
does it exhibii? who has'been deprived of any
right of person and property? who restrained
from offering his vows in the mode he prefers,
to-the Divine author of his being? 1t'is well
known that allthese blessings have been en-
joyed to their fullest extent: and I add, with
peculiar satisfaction, that there has been no
example of a capital punishment being inflie-
ted on any one for the crime of high treason.”
AVhat a delightful picture of power, policy and
prosperity ! Truly the wise proverlris just: Se-
daukaul teromain goy, veh-ka-sade Je-u-meem
khahmaut.? Righteousness exalteth a nation,
but sin 4s a reproach to any people.

Bat this is not all. The same honorable

* stategman, after having had about forty years

experience in the government, under the full}

tide of successful experiment, gives the follow-

ing commendatory assurance of the efficiency
of the magnu charta to answer its great end and
aim: To protect the people in their rights. “Such,
theu, is the happy government under which we
live; a government adequate to every purpose
for wluch the social compact is formed; a gov-
ernment elective in all its branches, under

w hich every citizen may, by his ment, obtain
the highest trust recognized by the “constitu-
tion; which contains within it no gause ordis-
cord; ‘noneto put at variance: one. portion.of

the community with another; a’ government

which protects every citizen in the full -enjoy-
ment of his rights, and is able’ to protect. the
nation against injustice from - foreign powers.”

Again, thé younger Adams in the silver. age
of our country’s advancement  to famey in his
inaugunral address,(1825)thus candidly declares
the majesty of the youthful republic, in its in-
creasing greatness; “The year of jubilee since
the first formation of our union has just elapsed
—that of the declaration of Independence is at
hand. The consummation of both was. effecs '
ted by this constitution. -Since that ‘period: a
population of four millions has multiplied to
iwelve. A territory, bounded by the Missisy
sippi, has been extendéd from sea to sea, New
states have been admitted to the union, in
numbers nearly equal to those of the first con-
féderation. Treaties of peace, amity and -com-
raerce, have been concluded:-with the principal
dominions of the earth. The people ‘of other
rations, the inhabitants of regions acquired,
not by conquest, but by compact, have been
united with us in the participation of our rights
and duties, of our burdens and bleéssings. The
forest has fallen by the axe of onr woodamen;
the soil hasheen made tg teem by the tillage.
of our farmers: our commerce has whitened
every ocezn. 'The'dominion of man over phys-
ical nature has been extended by the invention
of our argists, Liberty and law have walked -~
hand in hand.” All the purposes of human as-
sociatio}x have been agcomplished as effectively
as under any other government on ‘the globe,
and ata cost liftle exceeding, ina whole gene-
ration, the expenditures of Olhel natlons in a
siugle year.”

Ingontinuation of steh noble 'semiments,
General Jackson, uypon his ascension to the
great chair of the chief magistracy: said, “As .
long as our government is administered for the
good of the people, and iz regulated by their
Wlll as long as it secures to' us the rights of
person and property, liberty of conscierce, and
of the press, it will be-worth” defending; and so
long asit is worth defendmg, a pamonc m)lxtza‘
will cover it with an impenetrable ®gis?

General Jackson®s administration may be de-
nominated ihe acme of American olor), hbelty
and prosperiiy, tor the national debt, which To
1815, onaccount of the late war, was $125, OOO -
000, and lessened gindually, was paid up in hxs
golden day; and preparations were mads to
distribute tne surplus revenue among the seve
ral states: and that august patriot, to use’ hi
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own words in his farewell address, retired lea-
© “ving*a great people prosperous and happy, in
* the full enjoyment of hberty and peace,hcmored
‘and respected by every pation of the world)?
<At the age; then, of sixty yeats, our: blonm-
‘ing republic began to.decline under the  with-
ering touch of Mattin Van Buren! Drsappom-

ted:ambition; thirst for. power, pride, corrup- :

tion, patty spirit, faction, patronage; perqui
sites, fame, tangling alliances; priest-craft and
spiritual wickednessin ‘highplaces, struck hands; ||

‘and.revelled in: mxdmgm splendor,. Trouble,
vexation, peralexity and' contention, mingled
“with hope, fear and . murmuring; rumbled,
through the nnich and agitated the whole na-
tion as.would an earthquake at the centre of the

earth the world ‘heaving the sea beyond its ]y

* bounds; and shakmg the everlasung hills: 'So, |}
in hopes of better times, ‘while Jealousy., hypo-

dean m‘ght exclaim: Beram etai elauh beshu
mayauli gaubah rauzeen: (C'ertamly thereps ‘

God in heaven o revenl secr ts5)
N o honest ‘man can dou

of fame, or opposmon ks
Democracy, Whrggery,’

€ritical pretensrons, and pompous ambrtron,'

were luxuriating on the ill- gntten spoilsof theyl 0!

: people, thiey Yose:in their majesty like a torna
do; and: swept through the land, till General
Harrison appeared,as a star among the storm

. clouds, {or better weather. : :
‘The calm came; and the language of thut

venerable ‘Patrior, 1n nis_ maugural address»f

while descanting upon the merits of the consti-

tutionand its framers, thus expressed hxmself ‘

£There were in it, features which appeared not
to be in harmony wrth therr 1deas of a simple

humbl :
hibit a
clothe th

: representatrve democracy or repubhc

Andk

knowmg the tendency of power lo increase it-||]

self, partrcularly when execited by a smgrle rrr- ;

dividual, predlcnons were made that at no yery

remote period, the. goyernment would ermi-

- pate in vrrtual monarchy. I would not be-

. ‘gome me to say that the fearq of these patlrms
‘have been already realized. Brxt asI smcerely
beheve that the: tendency of8 measures. and of

members

; termmauon to arrest the nrogr
dency if rtreally exxsts., and Te:

i good man dred before he had th
) kofapplymg one balm to. ease the |

- Harrr
ﬁcrem Iurn to the wh

men’s oprmons, for some. years past has beeu‘

more busmess than




. onearth, is wort

“slave states, your legislators to. abolish slavery

inall branches of community; and ' bpen, frank,

. tongue, could rejoice when he ‘put his foot “on

-ject to law: the law was made for transgre

' ery-gtate ané territor

7

can claim confinement or death. - Let the peni-
tentiaries be turned into seminaries of learning,
where intelligence, like the angels of heaven,
would banish such fragments of barbarism: Im-
prisonment for debt_isa meaner practice than
the savage tolerates with all his ferocity; “Amor
vincit amnia.””  Love conguers all.

~ Petition also, ye goodly inhabitants of the

by the year 1850, or now,and save the abolition-
ist from reproach and ruin, infamy and shame.
Pray Congressto pay every man a reasonable
price for his slaves out of ‘the surplus revenue
arising from the sale of public lands, and from
the déduction of pay from the members of Con-
gress. Break off the shackles from the poor
black man, and hire them to labor like other
human beings; for “an hour of virtuous liberty
a whole eternity of bondage!”
Abolish the'practice in the army and navy of
trying men by court martial for- desertion; if a
soldier or marine runs away, send him his wa-
ges, with this instruction,. that his country will
never trust him egain, he has forfeited his honor.
Make HONOR. the standard with all men: be
sure that good isrendered for evil in all cases:and
the whole nation, like a kingdom of kings and
priests, will rise up with righteousness: and be
respected as wise and worthy on earth:and as just
and holy for heaven;byJehovah the author of per-
fection. More economy in the national and state
gbvernments,would make less taxes among the
people:more eg\uahty through the cities,towns &
country, would make less distinction among the
‘people; and moge honesty and familiarity in so-
cieties, would make less_hypocrisy and flattery

candid, decorum to all men, in this boasted Iand
of hberty, would beget esteem, confidence, union
and love; and the neighber from™ any state; or
from any country, of whatever color, clime’ or

the sacred soil of freedom, and éxclaim? the very
name of “.Ameérican,’? is f’raught with friendship!

Oh! then, create corifidence! restore freedor
break downAslavexy' banish imprisonma
debt, and be in love, fellowship and ‘peace
all the world! Remember that honesty.is

wherefore ‘a Dutehman - might exclaim:
ehrlicher name ist besser als - Rewht/mm, (aigo
name is better thanriches,):

. Forthe accommiodation of the people in

wisdom by grantinga banky with b
ches in each state an y; where the ca
ital stock shall be held by the nation for the:
moth bank and by the stafes and temtones; §
for the branéhek: and whose officers’and dxrem-

o .

let Congress shew thelr g
: Hling peop rot ansc? phcemx like, over the

ors shall be elecied vearly by the people with
wages atihe rate or two dollars per day for
services: which several banks shall never issus *
any more billsthan the amount of capital stock
in her vauits and the interest. The nett gaiti
of the mother bank shall be applied to the na-
tional revenue, and that of the branches to the
states and territories’ revenues. And the Bills
shall be par throughout the nation, which will
mercifully cure that fatal disorder known' in
cities, as brokerage; and leave the peopie’s mo-
ney in their own pockets.

Give every man hig constitutional freedom,
and the president full power to send an army
to suppress mobs; and the states authority to
repeal and impugn that relic of folly, which
makes if necessary for the governor of a state to
make the demand of the president for. troops,
in cases of mnvaston or revellion. The governor
himself may be a mobber and, instead of being
punished, as he should be for murder and trea-
son, he may desiroy the very Lives, rights, and .
property he should protect. Like the good
Samaritan, send every lawyer as soon as he re-
pents'and obeys the ordinances of heaven, to
preach the gospel to the desiitute, without purse.
or scrip, pouring in the oil and the wine: &
learned priesthood is certainly more ‘honorable
than o “hireling clergy”.
. Astothe contiguous territoried to the United
States, wisdom would direct no tangling alli:
ance: Oregon belongs to this government hon-
orably, and when we have the rad man’s con-
sént, let the union spread from theleast to the
west sea; and if: Texas petitions Congress to be
'adopted among the sons of liberty, give her the
the right hand of fellewship; and refuse not the
same friendly grip to Canada and Mexico: and
when the right arm ot freemen is stretched
out in the character of a navy, for'the ‘protec~
tion of rights, commierce and honor, Tet the
ron eyes of vower. wateh from Maine to Mex-
ico, and fiom California to Columbia; thus may
union.be strengthened and foréign sp%ulauon
opposmg broadside to broadside.
s have done much for this goodn

vigate the globe draw the hghtnmg
clouds: and cope with all fthe crowned

ders'of Martin Van Buren’s power;: and ove? -
the sinking fragments and smoking ruins of o-
ther catamoum potiticians; and over the wind-
falls of Benton;*Calkoun, Clay, Wright, and a
cardvan of othes eoually unfmmna;m law» doey

i
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" people or no people; riglit or wrong; v
7vex Diaboli: ““the ‘voice of Matty»—s¢ihe voice

g

torsy and cheerfully hielp w spread a plaster and
bind up the burnt, bleeding wounds of a sorebut
blesged courntry?  The southern .people are
hospitable and noble:. they will help to rid so
free a country of every vestige of slavery, when

ever they are assured of an equivalent for their|

property. The country will be full of money
and confiderce, when a national bank of twen-
ty millions, and-a state bank in. every state,
with a million or more, gives a tone to monetary

" matiers, and make a circulating medium as val-

uable.in the purses of a whole community, asin
the coffers of a speculating banker or broker

The people may have faults but they never
should be trifled with. . I think Mr. Pitf’s quo-
tation in the British: Parliament of Mr. Prior’s
souplet for the husband and wife, to apply fo
the course which the king and ministry of Eng-

_land shounld pursue to the then colonies, of the

now United States, might be'a genuins rule of
action for some of the breath made men in high

' places, to use-towards the posterity of that no-

ble daring people:

“‘Be to her faults alittle blmd
Be to her virtuesvery kind.?

We have had. democratic presidents; whig
presidents; a pseudo demoératic whig presi-
dent; and now it is time to have @ president o,
the Umted States; and let the people of the whole
uniom, like ‘the inflexible Romans, whenever
they find a promise made by a candidate, that
isnot practised as an officer, hurl the miserable
sycophant from his exaltation, as God did Ne-
buchadnezzar, to éxop the grass of the field,
with a beast’s heart among the cattle.

Mr. Van Buren said in his inaungural address,
that he ‘went “into the presidential chair the
inflexible "and uncompromising opponént of
every atiempt, on the part ‘of Congress, to abol-
ish slavery in the District of Columbia, against
the wishes of the slave holding states; and al-
50 with a delermination equally decided to re-
sist the slightest interference’ with it in the
states where it exists.?.  Poor little’ Matty
made his rhapsodical sweep with the fact before
his eyes, that the state of New-York, his na-
tive state, had abolished slavery, w thout 2
struggleora groan. Great Ged, iowi
dént! From . henceforth} bldVL’ly ‘is
where it exists: constitution or no [}

Maitj;

of the devily?and peradventure. his great “Sub-
Tidasury” scheme was. a piece of ‘the same
“mind: but the man and his measures have such
a'stiiking resemblanee to the anecdgte of'the
Welchinar and lm catt-tongue, that, when
the constifution Was 80 ionff *‘gﬁhat it allewed

“slavary at the capitol of a free people, it could™

; but when 1t was ghort that it
needee a Sub-Treasury, to eave the funds of the
nation, it could be spliced! Ol, granny what a
fong tailour puss has got! Asa Greek might
say, hysteron proleron : the cart.before the horse:
but his mighty whxsk through. the great na-
tional fire, for the pre idential chesnuts. burnt
the locks of his glory with the blaze of his folly!
In the United States the péople are the gov-
ernment; and theirjunited voice is the only sove:
ereign that should rule; the only. power that
should be obeyed; and the only gentlemes that -
i should be honored; at home ‘and abroad son’
the land and on the sea: Wherefore, were I
the president of the United States, by the voice
of & virtuous peoplé, I would honor the old paths
of the venerated fathers of freedom’: I would
walk in the tracks of the illustrious patriots;
who carried the a2tk of the government upon
their shoulders with an eye stigle to the  glory
of the people and when that people peiitioned
to abolish slaveryin the slave states, I would
use all honorable means to have:. their: prayers
granted: and give liberty to the captive; by
giving ‘the southern- gentleman a  reasonable
equivalent for his property, that the whele na«.
tion might be free indeed! When' the people
petitioned for a national bank, I would use my
best endeavors to have their prayers answered,
and esfablish one on. national prineiples to
save taxes, and make them-the contiollers of
its ' ways.and means; and when ihe people pe-
titioned to possess the teritory of Oregonor any
other contiguous textitory;I would lend ihe in-
{luence of a chief magistrate te :grant so' rea-,
sonable a request, that they- mmht extend the
mighty efforts and enterprise of a. free people
from the east to the west sed; and make the
wilderness blossom as’ the. rose; and when a
neighboring realm petitioned to join the union
of the'sons of liberty, my voice would be,
corite: yea come Texas: come Mexico; come
Canada; and come all the world—Ilet us be
brethren : let us be'one great family; and let
there be universal peace. Abolish - the cruel
customs of prisons, (except certain cases,)ben-
itentiaries, and court- martialg for desertion;
and let reason and friendship reign over the ru-
ins of igrorance and barbarity ; yea T'would; ag-
i the universal frienc of man, open the pusons-
open the eyes;. open the ears and open the
hearts of all people, to behold and enjoy free~
Fdom;, unadulterated freedom : and God; who
once cleansed the violence of the earth with a
flood ; whoseSon laid down his life for the ‘sal-
vation of all his father gave him out of the
world; and who has plomxsed that he will come
and purxfy the world again with firg in the last
, should be supplmated by me for'the good
of dll people.
With thé highest esteem,
¥ am afriend of virtue -~
and  of the people,
L JOSEPH  SMITH,
Natvoo, lllingis, Febraary 7,844,
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