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PREFACE

Baptism for the dead in modern times lg a distinctively Latter
Day Saint doctrine. It was introduced into the church between the - -
years 1839 and 1844, apparently not by any revealment or by any cone
ference adopbion of the doctrine, but by quiet and unauﬁharized-x
vractices among the elders which came to have the indorsment of the
leading officers, for these baptism were being performed for some . . -
months at least prior to the submission by Joseph Smith of & purport«
ed revelation which lent Justification to the procedure. This revela-
tion was dated January 19y 1841, snd in indefinite language seemed t¢
acquiesce in the practice,; and baptisms for the dead multiplied. . -
The purported revelation contained no formal or direet intredubw
tion of the doctrine of baptism for the é@&ﬁ; no defining of it, wnd
no command to teach or practice it, It mﬁ?ezy took cognizance of the
practice which was in vogue, and impliedly yielded consent therete,
On September 1, and again an~$@@taﬁ%er 6th, 1842, Joseph Smith
wrote letters on the subjeets; the first being addressed to "all the
Saints in %ﬁﬁ?@ﬁgg and the second "To the Chureh of Jesus Christ of
Latter Doy Sainis,” giving some yarﬁiaul@?s as to the manner of re-
cording the baptisme, and some discussion of th@'ﬁﬁctriné. By thegse:
letters with the revelation Joseph Smith became committed to the doc-
/dldgtrine? and since he was the head of the chureh the church was likew
(A
‘wipe sommitted to it., The inclusion of this revelation and these let.
ters in the next edition of the Book of Doctrine and ﬁeﬁamants,

though without conference ensectment and yeﬁ with silent acquiesence
" more fully committed the church to the doetrine, S,

With the breaking up of the church inte factions during the vesy
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immediately following the death of Joseph Smith in 1844, the practic:
of baptizing for the dead fell into abeyance, though the group under
Brighem Young revived and ésvelagaé it after settling in gtah; The
ehuyéh as reorganized under Joseph Sumith, the son of the “ear,‘h@em‘

never ranewad the practice nor %aag&% %ha ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁiﬁﬁg 1eaviﬁg it somew:

?&what 88 & "dead letter.” Yet th& h&mr@&m&xa& Church has retained ith

, dogtrine in its Book of Doctrine and Covenants, which is held as .

Sin@%mr@p and thms is committed to it as & doctrine of the church,
After more than a. @am%axy since the d@@trima of baptism for the

dead was in%ra&uaeég ite light shines more &imly than ever before,

It has litala appeal within the Reorgsnized Church, and the expecta-

tion of its revival has grown less and lese. No man has Tisen to . ..
champion itse vir@m&rar necessitys. ¥o woerd of revelation has come fro
the Lord i@graviﬂg the chureh for ﬁ@giaaﬁ in not teaching it, or com.
mending its revival. It nestles in the history of the church as a..
stowaway in the hold of a ﬁhi@" Hvery other dogtrine has been kept\
alive by the chureh, freely ﬁaﬁgﬁ% and pr&ﬁﬁi@aé to the glory @f.ﬁéﬁ
and the nurturing ¢f the saint&y but this remaing as a dead form,
gerving ne ua@fui end, and %@m&imigg an ever growing embarrassuent
to the church,

At various times during the past twenty years the writer has
made research touching the soundness ané'@i?iﬁity of the doctrine .
with an open snd unprejudiced minﬁgugermittimg neither belief in dhe
doetrine which he f@rmarly’&@lﬁg nor any uy&yriﬁgiﬁgi@f doubt or. yn-
belief, to influence his conclusions, but seeking divine light in
searching the seriptures, and forming his ﬁ?ﬁﬁiﬁns strictly upon . -
what wes found there, It soon became apparent that there was sone-

thing ir&ay&lar in its coming into the church, and as the books held
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by us as scripture became more and more alarified in his mind as %9
their teachings, the more doubt was cast upon the divinity of the
deectrine., There is too much veriance between it and the teachings
of the books to justify in his mind eny further belief in it as a di-
vine provision. In the followlng pages are presented the evidenceg .
which to him ungualifiedly condemn the doctrine as false and unworthy
of place within the chureh of Jesus Christs

The writer is not unaware of the implications which this view ..
places upon the founder and propvhet of the church, upon the church it
self, and &péﬁ the revelations recorded in the Book of Deotrine and
Covenants. None can regret those imphications move ﬁﬁaﬁﬁh@g but
truth is of sush value, and so vital to the interests of the church,
that the smothering af'iﬁ‘fﬁr‘§a§1@§;; sake is not to be thought of,
If mistakes have been made it is far better that the men of the
chureh should be the first to discover, acknowledge and correet thewn,
without hesitation or fear, rather than io await the work of an eneuny
ﬁr'%ha Judgment of God te reveal them to our mortification and ﬁhahgg
for we may well know that every evil thing will in time be revealed,
The longer the delay the more painful will be the exposure when id
< does come, The church must sooner or later declare iteelf definitely
" upon the doctrine of baptism for the desd and that in sccordance with
revealed truth, Whatever implications may sppear in the matter which
follows spring not from the writey; but from truth itgalfg and to
them we can well afford to give heed, )

The view btaken in ne degree affects the writer's faith in the 4i-
vine ealling of Joseph 8Smith and the genuineness of the gospel and. ..
ﬁhﬂ?éh which he was instrumental in establishing. One mistake can pot
destroy & life work which more then & ecentury of years and the abide

ing feith of o million followers attest to bevdivines Theopowers of
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evil and dariness were strong in those days, and with inexperienced
meén pioneering in a new faith, it is to be wondered that more mistal-
es were not made. The Lord had warned the church thst meny false
spirite had gone forth deceiving the world: "and also Satan hath
%émgﬁt to deceive you, that he might overthrew you." {D.C.5031). And
‘again, "That which the Syiri% testifies mnté;yﬁﬁs even so I would. .«
that ye should do in ali Boliness of heart, walking uprightly before
mey considering the snd of yénr galvationy doing ell things with -
prayer and th&ﬁ%ﬁgiﬁingy that ye may not be seduced by evil spirits,

andments of meny for some are of

or dootrines of devils, or the comm
men, snd others of devils,” (D,0.46:3), _—
We should not be surprised if frail humenity sometimes errs, es~
pecially under conditions of great and subile temptations such as
the Lord warned of, and the warning shows the possibility of evil.
splrits, and dogtrines of devils, with alse ﬁmﬁ%ﬁ&giv% commandmentg
of men, Tinding place in the church of Jesus Christ. The law of ..\
Christ makes the elders the guardians of th&rtvath, and as such they:
mist be the detectors of evil and error, and gee that they ars speed-
ily removed im order to save the truth from traduction. e
Faith sees through and beyond humen frailty to the Divinlty that
over-rules all error, and in the face of which all evil must event-

ually perish, leaving truth and righteousness eternslly triumphant, ‘

W SA. R W A
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THE DOCTRINE OF BAPTISH FOR THE DEADs IS IT OF GOD?

{a Yegative View)

BSECTICE 1

REABOHESES W g~§

1 Yot Found in Bible. The Bible contains no word of revelation in

sither the 01d or the Vew Testaments introducing or inéérﬁing the

doctrine of baptism for the dead,; oy ?&qﬁi?iﬁg its yxa@%iaa.

2 Fot Found in Bogk of Moxmon, The Book of Mormons which was spec-
1ally given of God to this genevation, @@ﬁ%ﬁiﬁs no mention of bap-
tism for the dead either éa@ﬁ?iﬁ%ily or historicallye Ite silence ig
significant in the light of the statement of revelation that the book
contelns the fulness of the gospel,

3 ;z Xaﬁié&ﬁtal %eﬁtian i% Eagﬁriqe aﬁd ﬁavan&nﬁg liade after the

Bractige ﬁa& Invaded @hﬁ ﬁhmr@ha The daatrine of bay%ism for the.

dead is nowhere directly introduced, or its practice commanded, in

the revelations published in the Doctrine and Covenants, though in
what seems to have been the last revelation given through Jesﬁgh l
Smiﬂhg it ia brought in iﬁﬁiﬁ%ﬁﬁ&lly an& inﬁiraatly, the raﬁeranu@

being to & pr&etiaa already in vegu%.

4  XNo Part of Basie Faith. The Lord says (D.C.1631) that in the
Book of Mormon are all thinge written coneerning the foundation of
my church, my gospel, and my Rock." If all things conecerning the
foundation of the ehurch, the gospel, and the Rock wupon which men
are to build, are written in that book, and if tﬁé doctrine of bap-

tism for the dead ig not written there, then it becomes certain that
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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baptism for the dead is no part of the foundation of the church, the

gospel, or the Roek of Christ.

5 Hot Included In Prineciples Commanded to Be Taught. The Lerd spee-
ifi@aliy aemm@mééé«%hé elders of the chureh to "teach the prineipiﬁg
of my gospel which are in the Bible and the Book of Jormon; in the
which is the fulness of the gospel." (D ¢ 42:8), Since the doctrine

of baptism for the dead ie in neither of these books set forth as a
prineiple of the gospel, there is no suthorigzation for the chureh to
wake it an article of belief, to teach, or practice it. The command-

ment leaves no place for it in the church.

6  Forbidden to be Tsught. Norsover the elders of the church were
commanded that in thelr preaching they were to "say none other things
than that which the apostles and prophets have writtem.” (D ¢ ﬁ%sﬁ,ﬁ?
Sinee the apostles and prophets did net write of @a@iié& for the dead
as & part of the gaag&i,‘it ig therefore a forbidden doctrine which

the church is not to teach or practice.

i
7 Peul's Reference Neither Indorsment nor Authorization. There is
one reference to baptism for the dead in the Bible, It is in 1 Corine
thisng 15129, Here the docirine is neither taught nor Indorsed, and
in no degree offered ms the word of the Lord., It does not carry the
gxpressed indorsement of the suthor, nor when properly considered,
even his implied indorsement.

The church al Corinth to which Paul was writing was torn with
schismse, and & discarding of belief in the things whieh Paul had. -
taught there, and his effort was to set the minds of the saints &~
right. He was presenting sn extended argument on the dectrine of the
resurrection which they were digbelieving, and in the nidst of it

referred to a practice which evidently had come into one of the schis.
www.LatterDay Truth.org
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matie groups of baptizing for the dead, and without stopping his all
importent argument te elther spprove or condemn the practice, point-
ed out their inconsisbteney in holding to that and at the pane time

rejecting the doetrine of the resurrection, asking "why are they ther

’h&pﬁiz@& for the deads '?ﬁaﬁv@ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁltaa@ﬁ%f‘i&a@ﬁiﬁm~fer the dead -

but the resurreetion, The reference was not the word of the Lord, ~
neither a matter thet he ' ‘teach, but the stat~

ed practice of a people wh i gorrestings Such

'Tﬁ&&%ﬂ&ﬁﬁﬁ@&@@%u
a reférsnce is & mosh 'i%ﬁﬁg@ﬁ*%ﬁ@@ﬁ@i@%&ﬁ%“3@@@&&'f@r‘%he Bo-

~ teblishing of & doctrine, (See Sec.3).

8 Reference in-Dooirine ond Uovénents Without Direect Indorsement or

Jommends The Dostrine and Covensnts, in what purports ﬁe'bg the revs
elations of @9&5 e@mﬁ@ing asgingla reference to %&g%i%m for the dead,
though more extended than that f%ﬁﬁﬁviﬁ Paul's writing. It is in see-
tion 107310+11, Wevertheless the veference is meagery, without formsl
introduction as & dootrine, mentioned only inecidentally in connecs.
tion with the more immediately important mabtter of building the teme-
ples heving no consistent explanation of the doctrine; and its intro-
duction based on the implications that, lst, it was ¢

ﬂf‘@@§§ which was ﬁﬁtﬁaﬁiiﬂaa Bd, that it was already known to the
chureh, which w&gf%ﬁ&%;;*?h@ ﬁ%&%@m@ﬁ% eontains no alfirmation of ..
Divine indorsement, &and the best that can be said for it is that in-

[
dorsement is implied. There is no command to teach or presetice it,

9 Intreduced Out of Season. Prier to the srgenizatlion of the churd
in 1830 the Book of Vormen had been given of God, and a number of rev
ﬁi%%iﬁﬁﬁ&inelﬁéimg the ordinences, Immediately follewing the high

priesthood was given, the inspired revision of the Bible &e&ampli&éu

ed, and other revelations recelved, All these things were clustered
www.LatterDayTruth.org



around the @rgaaizgﬁi@m of the church and constituted what we call
"The Restoration.® It was important that all fundamental dootrines
and oydinances should have bheen revealed at this tinme, and the Loxrd
so declares that all the fundamentals were revealed as the foundatior
upon which the church was to build up. t
But this restoration did ﬁé% inelude baptism for the dead: God
did not spesk of 1t, It apparently came up eleven years laler as an
after-thought, anothey doctrine; another srdinance; bhoth diverse frow

the resty; as & child born out of due sesgon., The foundation had been

laid and the superstructure in process of erection when here comes

10

another foundation stone for which there was no place, The church
tried to use 1t but it would not fit and now for a full century the
chureh hag left it lying out, half discarded, and half expecting that
a place will yet be fﬁéﬁ@ for it, Did the Divine architect make a
migtake in his plans? N
Hew truths and new 1ig§t may be revealed at any time for it is g
cardinal principle of our faith that the channel of divine communiea-
tion is ever open, bub that is not %o say that foundational princi-
ples which are altogether new are to be looked for perpetually. Sueh
a view would leave no sure foundation and would destroy falth, The .
doctrine of baptism for the dead came too late to have become & part
of the Divine foundation which had been lald in every essential pard

at the beginning of the restored church. {D.C 1631},

Began Without Divine Authoriity. It is & well known Tact that
baptisms Tor the dead were belng performed during some months priey-
to the reception of the document of 1841 in which the matter of bap~
tism for the dead was contained. There is no record of Divine authon

ization for this procedure. Ience the procedure was unwarranbed, oge

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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5

peeially in view of the commandment, "Thou shalt take the things

which thou hast received, which have been given unto thee in my soerds

tures for a law, to be my law, to govern my church." (D € 42:18)« Th:
taking up of a new doctrine and ordinance which was not given in the
aériptaras was & violation of the law, for the scriptures were not or
1y all~inclusive as to doctrine and ordinsnce, but were designed to

be exclusive barring all that God had not given or which was contri-
ry to his revealed will. This varticularly in view of the faet that
the Lord had forbidden the teaching of anything that was not found in

those seriptures. (D ¢ B233,8),

Yot Provided for Anciently. If the deetrine of baptism for the
ﬁ&&é,ﬁa traég then innumerable millisna of earth's inhablitants whoi. -
neve died without baptism -far move than the number baptized- are de-
pendent updn 1t for salvation, %&t gconsidering that in the light of
the tremendous need for salvation of souls God Talled to declare ihat
doctrine in anecient times through the Bible, thus giving men & clear
understanding of their responsibility toward the dead so that they
might aect in a Way to save them; and failing likewise to make it
known to the Nephite prophets so that it might aamé to us in t&e Beok
afyﬁarm@ng and its omission from the revelations associated ﬁith Shie-
restoration in 1830; the meager, inadequate, and altogether incidente
al meantion of it which was nmade in 18415 and the i@aving of the . .-
church without explamation or amplification of the doctrine; all BUge-
gest remissness and & lack of gf@ger congern upon the part of God. !

Tor these miliiens of lost souls, There ig bu% one answer: ithe doge

trine is not trues God is not remiss.

12

Belongs to the Temple Yet Unprovided for in Kirtland Temple. "he

SO o At A s b

reference to baptiem for the dead in Dectrine and Covenants 107!
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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aapocintes it with the house of the Lord -am ordinance that is %é

be performed within the temple., Yet in the %emgié’&% Kirvglend, dedi-
cated some years before, having been built by express command of Goy .
and according to divine plans, and whieh following the dedication. wa:
aceepted by the Lord as his housey; there was no provision made for ..
baptizing for the dead, with never a'hiﬁt of the coming doetrine. The
only temple of modern times definitely a&asy@aé of God offers no
trace of indersement of baptism for the dead which is said to belong:
to the temple. The Kirtland Temple is %ﬁ&~&rahit@atu?&lwgy@%ai of- adl
the doctrine and ordinance brought forth by the restoration, but not

e

of baptiem for the dead which never had a shelteriag place there.

13 Lack of a2 Temple Incerxrest. In the reference to bapilism for the

dead iﬁ~§’éa%rina and Covenants 107:10 the Lord is reputed to have
said, "There ig not & place fﬁ%ﬂé on earth that ﬁﬂ {the Lord) may \.\
conme and restore again that which was lost unto you, or which he hath
%&k&n;&wﬁy;,&?ﬁﬁ*ﬁ&@ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ@$$Mﬁ§@ﬁﬁﬁ'@ri%%ﬁhﬂﬁﬁg for a baptismal font

earths that they, my saints, may be baptized

there iz net upon &k
for t&a&@‘whﬁ~arawﬁg%&§%§@x‘thiﬁ»@@éﬁﬁanse belongeth to my house,w
Five years before this statement was written the Xirtland Temple
had been dedicated wi%h»éivinefappxa?@l,aaﬁ was standing complete ap
it ig today. Besides the iér@ hed pledged, "I will manifest myself 4y
umgﬁg§a§le;gggmggggﬁigaﬁhia'hause; yea, I @iii appear unto my servantis

and speak unto them wi%&\mﬁae own volce;" ete, (ChoHist« V.2, p 47).
There was a house to which the z@rﬁ might come, and te which he had
promised to come to meaﬁ\wﬁtk hig servants. There is a complete cone
tradiction of statement in thése two quotations both purperting teo
have come from the Lord, Which are we to believe? The marvelous Pres.

ervatlon of the Kirtland Temple after years of abandonment testifies

www.LatterDayTruth.org



to the divinity of the second; the abandonment and desolateness of.
the doetrine of baptism for the dead is a tragie though mute witness

to the falsity of the first., The doctrine came in with bad company,

14  Fulness of Priesthood lLacking Incorrect. The statement in Doc-
trine and Covenantsg 107310, as gquoted in Reason 13 above, r@f%r@ to
what "he hath taken sway, even the fulness of the priesthood,® and .

«dg not & plage (temple) on earth where

‘says that there is
he may come to restore it, The statement makes the practice of bapw-
tism for the dead devendent upon some higher priesthood which was yel

to be restored, or; in other words, the fulness of the priesthood hac

sy

not as yet been recelved from heaven but was to come, SRR
It is a matter of history, as well as of révaiati@nﬁ that the ful
ness of the priesthood had been ?ﬁﬂ@ivéﬁ from heaven, including the
office of president over the high priesthood which held "the keys. of
all the spiritual blessings of the church,” {mﬁﬂ§1§é§§). The highest
priesthood had been givém and none was la@kiﬁg‘ The statenent is not
correct, and again the doctrine of baptism for the dead is iﬁ’b%é

COMPENY o

15 Extreme Inconsistency Between Theory and Pragtice. Theoretically
acoording to the statement in Doctrine and Covenants 107310 setting
forth %&@%igm for the dead; the baptisms could be performed asccepte

Wﬁ&%

ably to Ged @miy in &ftamgla, and uvnder a priesthood higher' thar
had been received and which was yvet to come, Vet with neither the ..\
temple completed, nor the higher priesthood recelved, the elders and
officers of the church earried on these baptisms for the dead both

before and after the statement was made. A1l such baptismes performed
priorly were certalinly unauthorized of God for outside this one siatbe

ment there is no other seripiure; and all such baptisms as were per-
www.LatterDayTruth.org



Tormed afterward were in violation of two leading provisions of the
st&%a@ant ga@ar&img'iﬁ the m&ﬁt&f; an axﬁreme‘ef inconsistency to say
the 1§agt¢ The very i%aﬁruétisﬁa which gava the church its sole sem-
%lana%faf suthorigation and juﬁtzfie&tiaﬁ (weak and indefinite as it
was) for baptizing for the éa&é,‘wara auilifia& by being &iﬁragarﬁeé,
Disregard a? the rule r@quiriﬁg & higher pri@a%ke@é,by eantin&iﬁg the
baptisme without 1%, showed elther an extrenme lack of faith in the
revelation itself, or a wicked disrvegard of whé%‘théy %ﬁe%p%aé gg di=-

vine,

i6 He Historieal Regord of Ordinance. If baptism for the dead is
what it purports to be, viz.s; & vestoration, then itJf@llawa that thi,
ordinance had been known and practiced in other dispensations of the
‘gospel in former times. But there is no sueh record., In no dispensa-
tion of the gospel upon the eastern or upon the western hemisphers
was the practice ever known to exist, (save the heretical and inci-
dental baptisms of the schismetic group at G@fin%h‘allﬁéad to by 8t.

| Paul), No prophet or apostle taught ity no people of God believed

ity or practiced it, no soribve wrote it, It was not a restoration,

neither can it be, ,

[ )
17 Vot Hed in Ancient Temples. Doetrine and Covenants 107311 states
that provision for temples "wherein the ordinance of baptizing forl i\
the dead belongeth," ‘was instituted from before the foundation of ¢he
world.,® It is most strange that a divine grﬁ?iai@m, made before. the
foundation of the world; imvelving the salvation of by far the majope
ity of earth's inhabitants, end meking &iviﬁ@iy appointed temples the
places for baptism for the dead, should have been in opefation in. the
peveral temples known to have been built without ieavigg a8 hint of -

its existence, Baptism for the desd was not practiced in the tgbere
www.LatterDayTruth.org



naele in the wilderness, nor in the temple of Solomon st Jerusalém;\
nor in the lster temples of Herod., It was not heard of in the‘figgta
temple of Wephi iﬁ Aunerica, nor the 1&%&% &ﬁm§1$ﬁ~éf the ﬁéphi%e%.x&%
is not even mentioned in e@nnae%i&m wiﬁh the temples of agsaﬁé%a Hepk
iiéa. In our own ﬁamgia of &@ﬁﬁrﬁ %imaﬁ at Kirtland it has never |
b@aﬁ Eﬁswn.

%hy, we may ask, zhe ﬁa&thly gilence of bolh heaven and aar@hg ¢
from bvefore the fsﬁn@ﬁﬁian of the world to 1841 A n? %hy no mention

‘no archeaological trace; of it in any temple divine or atherwis@?»

Baptism for the dead is not & historical doetrine; 1t has no past,!
and its claim to be a part of the everlssting g@&@éﬁ in the present
is fraudulent. It is an wnwerihy innevation having coume iﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁ@? a
cloak of degeits : | -
Another perplexity arises, If baptism for the dead ls necessary
for o vast a number of humanity as is indicated, and that its pers
formeance is limited %é temples, why has God provided se few temples .
for this purpess? In spite of the reputedly éi?iﬁﬁ'?fﬁ?iﬁi?ﬁﬁ the\

dead peem to be In & bad way, for %ﬁeggiaﬁ designed for their salvg-

tien bas never worked, and is not working today.

ed Blsewheres. It is sald the org-

inanceé of baptism for the dead ”%@lﬁﬁgﬁﬁh te my houses® yet the Lord
is represented as relaxing the rule and giviang fresdom Tor such baype:
tisms to be performed elsewhers "in the days of your poverty, whersin
ye are not able to build a house unto me,* This latitude means that
baptism Tor the dead could have been garrvied on through most of the
world's history without temples in which oase the exeeption would
have been vestly greater than the rule. Nor would temples have beep

pertieularly recessary. The exception is not consistent with the

Geia
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20  Pre-reguisites of Baptism Not Avablabls

\

10

rule,

19 wgg ot B@ A@m&nﬁ&%@f@ﬁ im;aftiallgn The ﬁﬁ&gretieal &aaﬁrinﬁ\

of hap@iﬁm for the dead is immesaihiﬁ of imyar%ial fulfillﬁﬁnﬁﬁ The

names of but few of the ﬁﬁaﬁ@ &vﬁn of recent times, are kn@%ﬁg Tt o

‘baptize for those known and leave the others who are far more numer-

ous ﬁagr@véﬁﬁd for would be unjustly partial, @é&ki% not partial,.

neither does gay%iaiiéy appear in eny éf his ?1&@@ éﬁ@ign@ékfar‘%h@

Wﬁlf&f@ af nan. | | ( |
Some h&va held %ha% %@é would r@v@mi the names of the éaaﬁ f@r

 ¢f®lg%i@ﬁ is in itgaif mokt

whom x%g%i%m,%&%uiﬁ e g&rfmxm@&s whiéh |
impracticable when we &anai@&r %ﬁaﬁ it wauié regquire a hag% af r@vai»
ators gp@m&ing their lives r&aaiviﬁg and ?@@@?ﬁiﬁg ﬁ&%&% fﬁf b&g*iwn*
I% would r@qmirﬁ & still greater hﬂ$§~gf &ﬁm&nigirﬁ%ﬂrﬁ to baptize,
‘%&%ié%@ the hosts &f PLOXY @aﬁﬁiﬁaﬁﬁgg and recorders. Evéﬁ %h@n
centuries of time would be iﬁ§ﬁ§fiﬁ§@ﬁ%ifﬁ? the @@m@l@%i@ﬁ Qf:th@

works God does not involve himself in such a tangle as that.
| ' 3 A

2o The efflcacy of every

baptism is dependent g@@ﬁ the manifest faith and repentance of the l
candidate. But the condition and attitude of the dead are not knowh

to man, and God has ﬁévéffm&éa ayyﬁaé%iaé'éf r@?a&iing such except in

'gan@raz terme, Eﬁ can not he known Wh&%her aﬂy men who has died @mtw

gide the gospel is ﬁﬁni%an% or not, or wﬁ@ﬁhar ha ig 8 aanéi@&za f@f
baptism at all, To b&gﬁize without evidence of r@y&nﬁanﬁe zg in wig-
latien of the éﬁmmaﬁéméﬁ% of God, (ﬂﬁﬁgiﬁg?)a The extreme difficulw
ties in the way of knowing the condition and attitude of the supposce
candidate make baptism for the dead sn impossible doctrine.

In the baptiems performed at Weuvoo we have ﬂ@ e@iééﬁﬁs that reve

elation concerning the candidate was in any case received.
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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21 Viceriousness ge Part of Gespel. The essential nature of bap-

tism fer‘tha dead i& vicaridusaess without which 1% would have no %K;
istence. But vicariousness ls foreign to the whole spirit and pur-
pose of the gospels In no instance do the seriptures allow for one
person performing the work which belongs to another. There is no -
orediting {or disecrediting) of say man because of any work which an-
@ﬁ& gtﬁﬁr may have done Tor him, Jesus sald, "Wherefors let every man.
s 3%@@%@ or fall, by himself, and not for another." 'The gospel admits
ﬁ~f of no proxy action. (See Seection 8 of this Wﬁrﬁ)g -
22 Viclates Law of Judgment. The teaching of scripture is that men
will be Judged sccording to their works, the woerks which are done in
the flesh or in this 1life., Hvery man is to be Judged according to
his own works, and not on the record of any other man, As befores \ -
noted baptism for the dead resits altogether upon the prineciple of vi-
cariousness, that is having ancther perform one's works for him,
which grim@iyia is in vioclation of seriptural teaching as to the
Judgment, |

28 Violstes Free Agency. The doetrine of baptism for the dead viv-
lates the divine prineciple of free agency in that it attributes the
; ast of one person to another, regavrdless of the latter's knowledge!\
f or authorization. Under free will every man is free to ggrfa?m the
works of his choige, good or bad, and he assumes the responsibilityl.
therefor, But these works can not be itransferred to the credit or gis

eredit of another; they can not be fore

ed upon another, nor can &n-
other ¢laim them as his own. A man and his works ave imseparably ..

bound togethey except as God by f@rgiv&n@a@ and cleansing may renoyve .

%

evil from his soul, though even that is determined by the man’ wWorks
A proxy baptism would seem to be forced upon the non-knowing candldaic
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24 Places Upon Living Responsibility for Dead. The doetrine of
baptism ?9? the @&éﬁ‘réata upon the assumption that the living are
responsible to @@d‘fex»ﬁha welfare or salvation of the dead. By no
word of revalaﬁiéﬁ‘haﬁ God ever laid upon men any such rasg%ngibiliég
Under the law of God every man carries his own responsibility, and h
still earries it after leaving this world, and will in the day of
ja@gméﬂ%* The dead are in God's hands and he deals with them as he..
wills. It is not for the living to perform any acts of intercession
in thelr behalf; or even to yyayﬁfﬁﬁaﬁﬁém@,gaah;iaa@ to be bay%igaﬁi
for them, All such actions and prayers ave guite gratuitous and~be§

yond the law.

or Tradition., There jg .

25  Not Supported By Ecelesiasticsl History
@aﬁﬁher~%®@§@§gﬁﬁz sop traditional evidence showing that the agatrine
of baptiem for the dead ever had legitimate place in the early Chrige
tian &Eﬁ?@h; %ﬁ@hvxﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ to it as are found in the wwitingﬁléé‘
the esrly Christian Fathers indicating that where it was present it
was held heretieally, and that by only one or two dissenting sects,.
and that long after the time of the apostles. There iz no other men=
tion of it in'ﬁaﬁ-?aﬁﬁamﬁmt times other than the allusion of the Apos
tle Paul, Had the doctrine been 2 doctrine of the church it is in-

conceiveable that it should have been withéut liberal mention,

26 Modern Intreduction Without Later Indorsement of Revelation.

sinee the introduction of the dostrine of baptiem Tor the dead in .
1841 no confirming or ﬁﬂ?&&gﬁh&ﬁiﬁ@ revelation was given under Joeeph
Smith Jr., neither under the Reorganized Church with his son Joseph
Smith at the head. After a century of opportunity no approving worg
has come from the Lord while the mystery of the doectrine deevens, In
answering the question, Why? we can only say: The sccepted scripiures

% slready contain g full and clear statement of the dostvine of Christ,



J——

29 Grows Uut of ¥Wrong Interpretetion of Seripltural

|

13

covering all matbters pertalaning te ﬁha salvation of wan, that the ..
elders of the church are well able to rightly Jjudge this doetrine by
that which is written, especially when ths L@x@ says that in the Boel
of Mormon "are all things writien concerning the foundation of my

church, my gospel, and my Rook,® (D.0.1631). A diligent and prayer-

ful search would clarify the whole matber,

E&E%i%mt Bap~-
tism for the deads bapbtizing the déad ss is ﬁéﬁ iafr&ga@ﬁ%ly done. by
Catholics; and consignment te sverlasting death of those dying with-
out E&Egiﬁﬁg‘Wh@@ﬁﬁf infants or adulisy all wesull from extremes of
interpretation placed upon the scriptural doctrine of baptism. The

interpretation is made on the theory that man was made for baptienm

and not that baptism was made for mean, and is unwarrsnted. Baptienm
applies only to the liviﬁg, and only to such of the living as arse
privileged to learn the conditions of the gospel of salvation and
to know vight from wrong as affecting their g&l&tié&&hﬁg with Gods
It is not reguired of infants in their imnocence, living or dead,

It 48 not required of the heasthen whe are without a knowledge of the
law, It is not required of thoss who are nop compos mentis. In ne
w&# ﬁ@@aﬁ%aptiﬁm apply to such, and it is never requived of @&ﬁm.
The perfeet plan of redemption provides for them otherwise. Baptism
for the dead fills no need in the redemption of wman, snd is a dead

WOTKa

28 imputes Injustice to Ged. The language in Doctrine and Covenants

introducing baptism Tor the dead into the church contains & states

ment utterly inconsistent with the nature and justice of ods in ab-

tributing to him the rvejection {or threat of rejection) of the dead,

with a cutting off of their supposed privileges and prercgatives af-
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feeting their salvation, because of the relatively trifling fault of
the church failing to complete the building of the Fauvoo Temple with
in a limited time. This lenguage reads, "If you do not these thinge
at the end of the agﬁgin%mﬂﬁt§;g§ shall be rejected as & _church with

your dead, saith £4é Lerd your Gods"

By what strange guirk in the divine nature did God suddenly stop
the work of redemption and salvation in the vwhole hesvens, as affecte
ing untold millions of souls, leaving them stranded upon the shores
of eternity with uncertain hope? When did usé 80 ﬁh&%ﬁ@ hig charsecte
that he should forsake the hosts of the @@@ﬁ wham hé h&é died to savs
Just because & few thousand of his ereatures upon earth were ﬁﬁr@iﬁc%
in dubty? The statement carries so mueh that is at variance with ¢he
known character and work of God as to render it ineredible that it
ever came from him. Justice does not punish, or put to disadvantage,
the innocent for the acts or failures of others, It violastes the . -
éﬁﬁﬁiﬁei&ﬁd mercy of Gods Again ﬁaptiﬂm for the dead is in bad com~

paNY e

28 Puts Door of Kingdom in Man's Control. In practice, the dogs
trine of baptism for the dead ugﬁ@lly depends upon & pProxy 3wnﬁ1ﬁat@@
genserally & relative, offering himﬁalf for baptism in behalf of %ig
dead friend, The proxy's selection of names of those for whom he wish
es to be baptized is subject o hia oversight, or his prejudices or
hatred, so that any one of his relatives and friends whom he dislikes
may be left without baptism. Thus the salvation of souls is often
subjeet to the whimg and foibles of the living, or the prejudices -
remaining from past troubles, possibly very~pa§§g~@ﬁaa. These proxies
too, @@iﬂg self-appointed; mostly without priesthood authority, are
irresponsible persons. Would the infinitely wise God place ihe sal-

vation of souls in such unceritain hands? ,
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Further, with humenity susceptible to apostasy, there are tiumes
when men depart fraé the falith and drift into error and sln until the
church loses its standing before Godg it b@cémeﬁ apostate; so that
the times are few when authoritative baptisms could be performed at
all, Does the Lord leave the hosts of the dead to suffer centuries of
delay in their salvation because the living, through weakness and sin

have rendered themselves incompetent to act? All this is putting
the door of the kingdom at the disposal of uncertain humanity. Salva-
tion for the dead is subjeoct to caprice and lapse. The door of the
kingdom was supposedly opened for the dead in 1841 after it had bean
closed for centuries, and then in 1844 as suddenly closed because of
the failure of the church. These things are not of God's é@ing but
are the tangled web of men. L

The opening eand closing of the door of the kindgem are not left
in the power of men. Jesus saidy "I am the doory® and Nephli wrote,
"The keeper of the gate is the Holy One of Israelst and he employeth
no servant there.® John points to Christ as "he that openeth, and
no man shuttethy and shutteth and no man openeth.” Christ, who is:i:
without favoritism or prejudice, and whose judgments are always jmst;
holds the key and opens the door to whomsoever he wills, and closep |

it to whomsoevery h@ wills,.
A

30  Dead Dependent Upon Christ Rather Than Upon Man. The seriptures
do reveal that the dead who died without a knowledge of the gospel
are dependent upon Christ for their salvation; that such who died be-
fore he eame into the world had need to wait for their resurrection
until Christ should have prepared the way by rising from the dead
himself, at which time the worthy dead pame forth and entered into
glory. (Gen.7345,643 Mos.8:58-59), Tnoch saw that at Christ's rese

urrection “ap many of the spiriis as were in prison came forth and
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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stood at the righ% hanﬁ of God." They came by the power of Christy.

and were in no wise dependent upon thelr fellow maa. ”%e is abla also

to save them te the ubtermost.”

31 A Human Subsiitute for God's Plan., The Lord has made ample pro-

vision for the salvation of the dead and that without baptism, The
aa&iytmr&ﬁ teach that 11%%1@ shildr@ﬁ who die in their ianoccenge are
saved through the atonement af Shrﬁgﬁ. They need no baptism. They ale
80 teach that ﬁha "heathen® or those who die h&vimg never known of
Christ, and the mentally inecompetents, are likewise saved, Baptism
does not &ygiy to them, and the mercies of Christ revealed in his a-
tonement are sufficient for their salvation, Regarding others of
humanity heving varying éégrees of knowledge of Christ anﬁ hig gospel
he alorde will jJudge, and hﬁ% Judgment is jJuste Paptism belongs to
thig 1ife, is unto repentance and a new 1life here, ?h@ attempt to
apply baptism to the dead is bubt offering a human substitute for the
perfeet plan of Christ., {See Section 12). ‘

32 imvutes 8in To the Innocent. Baptiem is "for® or "unto the ree

mission of sine," But ¥sin is not imputed to those @hﬁ have ﬂé iiwg*
and "all 1little e¢hildren ar& alive in Christ, and %ng all %h@m that

are without the lsw. For the yawa@ ef redemption cometh on all them

that have no Zaw,ﬁ (Eﬁﬁsﬁ“iﬁg Yoroni B325«-26). Whereever gospel bape
tism appilasﬁ sin applies; and where there is no sin baptism does. |
not applye. To urge baptism upon any soul is to impute sin to that
soul, whieh as it affects those who die without & mowledge of ihe
gospel is in confliet with the @i&inrtéaehingg of ﬁh?ist§ The Lord
doeg not impute sin to such souls, and it is a gﬁia&euﬁ offense to

him for man to do so., Baptism for the dead does Just that,

55 invedes Christ's Prerogative As Mediator. Christ was ‘ordained
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to be a Mediator between God and manj who is one God, and hath power
over all men, For there is one God, and ggﬁ_ggggﬁgﬁg between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus.® (1 Tim.2:4-5), The one distinctive
thing about baptism for the dead is that it brings a third pariy be
tween a man and his Bedeemer as no legitimate met under the gospel
doess Christ is the gnly Hediator, yet this ordinance admits an im-
perfect man to enter in as a mediator for his brother in violation
of the mediatorial vightes and raﬁyanﬁiﬁiliﬁiﬁﬁ'af the Lord him&a&fa
Some may ask, "Is not the elder or priest who baptizes a person

acting as a mediastor between God and that person?® The elder thus
officiating is sebting salaly as the authorized ragraa@atativ& of Jes-
dividual capacity, so that in baptiem proper Christ is aiill the Meg-

| iator, But in the oase of the proxy pandidate. in baptism for the

% dead, the candidate does not represent Christ at all. He does not

% act in Christ's name but supposedly in the name of a fellow man, The
elder is still supposed to officiete as in other bapbtiems while ta@
candidate scte in ne official capacity whatsoever, Sirangely too,
while aecting iﬁ behalf of & fellow men he is not acting as an agent,
having never %@&m appointed or authorized by the dead protege, so v

that his service is self assumed., What an ordinance to offer to Godl

34 Unconfirmed by the Holy Spirit. To the foregoing is added thig

final reason why we disscard baptism for the dead as @& doectrine of .

Christ, which is quite personal. Years of service in the church have
brought to the writer some measure of discernment of the ministration

of the Holy Spirit within him, and the power of distinguishing be-.

‘tween it and the spirit of the evil one, The first Riwst is the Spir-
it of truth, the second the spirit of falsshood and deception. The

one brings light, the other darkness. During the years thait this
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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subject of b&p%i$m f@r %ﬁ@ dead has been under consideration he has
% been aware of the Spiriﬁ of light elarifying the truth in his mind,
| ﬁﬁﬁvéﬂﬂfiﬁmiﬁg that truth in the writing of it and after, He cred-
ite thise Sgirit with most of what is contained in this presentation,
Hever has he found that Spirit shedding any 1light on the é@@triaa
1tself, or giving confirmation, ﬁé@ﬁrg'in his @ﬁt%&éeé‘aﬁuﬁissy’kﬁa
he h&@ shown to his open mind one consistent reason why'thié d@§tfin&
‘ghould be accepted as true. These studies have not been without
prayer for light snd guidance, o
The writer does not ask that the readers shall accept this testi
mony, but he would ssk that they search the seriptures with prayer
and supplication far‘ligh%, of %ha‘f@ﬁﬁlt e has no doubts | |
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SECTION 2

LAW OF BAPTISM HAS ITS LIMITATIONS

ﬂﬂa%@ Every Lew There Are Lert unds

Loaw has its bounds and limitations, as the Lord has sald, and the
law of baptism is no exception; notwithstandiag it has been generally
given & most rigld interpretation or application by its professed be~
lievers, N 1 R

The statement of Jesus, that "He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; and he that believeth not, shall be damned," has
been applied to every soul regardless of conditions, The Catholic
éﬁum&h eavly &é@pﬁ@ﬁ the view tha% any persony even infanise, dying
wit@aﬁ% baptism eould not be saved, and was eternally lost, Fr@t&ﬁ»
tantigm‘g@a@raliy ?aliﬁ&aé the same view, some with modification,
%haugﬁ of recent times baptism hes come to be regarded &g anim@art*
ants The elders of our own chursh have put such @mgh&ﬁi$ ap@ﬁ bape
tipm as to hold it universally necessary except as to little ehizér&n
many holding that all adults mast be baptized if not in person, then
by a proxy after they are dead,

Upon examinstion Christ's é%@%@m&ﬁ% shews that eithey salvation
sud condemnation, as mentioned by him, were contingent upon, Tirst,
hearing the gospel; second, forming a decision to obey or reject.

- Dammation does not vesuld fra@ mere lack of baptism, §a% from reject-
ing the greater light and salvation when they are offered. The man
who ?@j@ﬁ%g Christ and his gospel is rejected of Christ, Baptism is
the formal and outward evidence of one's a@aap%&ﬁaa of Christ and .
the means of salvation, There is no magiec in the act which ma%@algggh
sutomatie regardless of the atiitude aﬁé eonditionsg of souls but it
is the act of the mind and will in sccepting the way of 1ife and de-
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determining %o wallk %h@?aiag a8 aﬁ%@ﬁsﬁeé by baptism, which secures
salvation. This, tﬁa mar wﬁe?%@%‘nﬁ%‘ﬁa&rﬁ %Ea gaﬁpalg can not do,
it being altogether beyend his knowledge, He ean not act cinwardly
or putwardly; and conswquently can not be held responsible in the:.
matter. Without the idward act of mind and will the outward set of
baptism ean not be required, neither is it required of God, It does
not apply, and could it be performed it would be nothing less than a
dead works

Let us notice & few passages of seripture which indicate that be-
1ief and resclve on the one nend, and dig-belief (mot unbelief) and
rejection on the other, after the opportunity of salvation has been.
offered, determine @ﬁﬁ_%§§?a$&§a\ag demnation of soul, Those who nev-
ey heay do nol come in tﬁis category.

He whoe belisveth not is condemned alresdys ... 4nd this is the
condemnation that 1ight is ocome into the world, and men love darknes:
rather than light, ~John 33 kﬁﬁmﬁ},

Ye shall die in your sins; for if ye believe not that I au he, ye
shall die im your sins. -John 8324), b

The wrath of God is vevealed from he&v&n'agaiﬂﬁt all an%%éiéﬁeé%
and unrightecusness of meéng who love not the truth, but remsin in un-
righteousness; after that which may be known of Cod is manifest to

them, «Rom.l 51819, i

ven so will I cause the wicked to be kept, that will not hear m;
volce but harden thelr hearts. =D ¢ 3821,

Woe unte him who knowelth that he rebelleth &g&iﬁg% Gody Tor s&l«
vation cometh %o none such. ~iog.l3108,

The Lerd redéemeth none such that rebel sgainet him, and die in
their sinss yea, even all those that have perished in their sins
ever sinee the world began, that bave wilfully rebelled against God,
%%&t gagg ggawn the @ammaﬁdm@ﬁtﬁ ef Ged, and would not keep %ﬁ%&»
~HoB.8161-63, 7 A

Thus demmation applies only to those who have known the truth an
nave wilfully rejected it, This condition cam not apply to little
children who die before they af%}aayahiw of knowing or rejecting.

It does not apply to adulis who have never had an opportunity of
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hearing the gospel. DBaptism applies to the m&n who knows the gespel
and knows thst 1% is his duty to obey. If such & men Tefuses to obey
it is %ﬁ@rgh@ﬁaing @f‘ﬁ?ixg his whole iif@ of sin becomes chosen sin,
wilful sin, and it is sin against light éﬁé truth which justifies .
ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬂn&%iﬁﬁ; Hie refusal ﬁf h@pﬁism is ﬁ?iﬁﬁﬂﬁ@ of his inward act
of ?@fﬁﬁ%&; and of hils @haaaa to remain in sin,

fh%ra no declsion as @@ a@@@y%iﬁg or rejecting the gﬁ&p&l can. &a

n may do wrong things, -

made heﬁaﬁﬁ& of not knowing the gospel, the ma
“but they are a@%‘é@ﬁ@ &nd&? light and truth, and do not bring him dg-
to gauéemﬁa%iaag The Lord has @@veraﬁ &1& guch sin by hia atonement,
and férg@v&ﬂ@gﬁ is in a sense automatiep it is not held againset any.\
mane. So long as a men lives ignoranily of the gospel baptism can not
apply ﬁé him, and if he dies without knowing the gospel sursly bap=
tism can not be applicable afterward. His sin, which is without con-
demnation so %h&%»aa guilt aﬁﬁaﬁhaﬁ %6 him, ie¢ covered by the atone~
ment, so that he &@ﬁ ﬁa gin to "wash away." Under the gospel there f
is no possible excuse for baptism for the dead. (See later sections)
~ Raytiﬁm ﬁﬁ&r@fﬁfﬁg is not the rite rigidly and a@ivezaally L=
guired of every &@rn goul by the Savior of men, but it is an ordinanc
of the gospel adapted to mankind under @&rafuzly<d@£in@§\nirammﬁt&§»
ges, and aot adapted to those outside those scircumstances., The orde.
inance 1s strietly one belonging to this world, that is, to men while
in the flesh, and is éﬁaigﬁaé to be the entranse wpon a new life of
righteousness and servige under the gospel. Its virtue is ig'tké.nﬁw
lif@*@f‘haly development wh&&k f@il@wg,-&ﬁé where there is no eggérw
tunity for life in the flesh the intent of baptism is lost. Such are
death~bed baptismes and such are baptisms fer the dead to the absoe
lute degres.
That bapiism was %o answer intents and purposes peritaining to

this 1ife in the flesh, and this life alone, is, empha %iﬁﬁd by Alma

'WW 1.01rg



in the baptismel covenant impesed uwpon his first candidate, and smee
his procedure was Whﬁi&?yﬁﬁﬁ@? the guééanéa @f the Holy Spirit, his
words can be counted as the words of Gods He said, "I baptize thee,
having aaﬁ%awﬁﬁy from the Almighty God, as o testimony that ye have
&ﬁt@?ﬁé into & covenant to a@rvg ﬁim aﬁtil,yau are dead, as to the
‘ (\w\,\on\\f\ Quy)

mortal body." . Here the %&pﬁiﬁﬁ&i ﬁevanamﬁ hed te do wi%h this earth
1ife and no other. When death comes its purpose has been snged,~agﬁ

there is no occasion for beptizing for the life in the spirit world,

Baptism ig unto repentance, and Alma says, éﬁﬁw is the ﬁém&” of re-
pentances "This life is the time for mea to y?&@agﬁ'%@ meet God: ...
Por alter this life, which is given us ﬁe §xﬂyarérfar a%@rnity, be-
hold if we do not ilmprove our time wﬁiia,in this iifﬁg‘ﬁhﬁﬁ cometh
the night Qf\éﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ§ wherein there can be no 1&%@? performed, " |
{Alma lgz%@?wgag}, E@?&nﬁﬁﬁaﬁ/&ﬁﬁ ‘baptism, as well as belief and
faith, are operative in the flesh, {R@@@ﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁ@ is %p@k@ﬁ of in the.\
spirit world, but there iﬁﬁ,pagﬁihili@ﬁ@& and affﬁﬂ%iV&ﬁﬁsﬁ are very
much limited éﬁ sompared with ﬂhisyiifa.) ;;

Paul teachesn %héﬁkbﬁyﬁiﬁﬁ is unto a “ﬁﬁﬁé@ﬁs of lifes® ﬁﬁhat{
heneceforth we should not serve ging® %ﬁ&t sin éﬁ@ﬂlé not "reign in
your mortal bodles;® "that we should serve in newness of spiritgm
to “walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit. ALl these have
te do with this life. Ite inteant ls to &ligﬁ men wi%ﬁ Chrxﬁ% in a
life @f ?igh%&@ﬁ%ﬁ@aﬁ in this warl&; %@ é@&&i@g ﬁﬁ@@ng %@als in th@
likenens of Christ., It is a gymbol and h@l&a no virtue or power ae
part from that which 1t symbolizes =the enbering into covenant with
Christ to serve nim while 11fe shall last. : C o

Baptism applied directly or indireetly to little children, and tgo
those withsﬁt the law, Mormon says, "is a mockery before God, deny-

ing the mercles of Christ, ... and putting trust in dead works, "
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(#oroni azg?}*

Bay%igm was wade for mam &né that agyiying to this 11?&, &nd net
that man was maﬁ@ for %@wﬁzﬁm, Its @p@r&%iﬁﬁﬁ are in tim@§ i@g re»k
sults ebernal, @harﬁ it ean not @gayata in thig 1i£g it ﬁﬁ@ﬁAﬁﬁﬁ ay
ply aﬁﬁ‘ig'aéﬁ required, Thus we see thg iimitations which attach
to the law of baptism, | R

S S a

- SHCTION 3

AN ANALYSIS OF 1 GORINTHIANS 15329

In m&kﬁmg an aﬁaiy%i$ of ?&ai‘g &7%%&%&&% ralativ& to baptism
for tha dead it is mﬁﬁﬁ&@ﬁ&y ﬁ@\%aaﬁ firvet o general view ﬁf the
@yiﬁtle, &ﬁﬁ then to ﬁ%ﬁ% its immﬁﬁi&ﬁa @%&%iﬁg@ : R

- The @piﬁ%&% garvies iﬁt%rﬁﬁl gvidence af the ﬁi@ﬁ@ﬁﬁisﬁﬁ and di-
visions in the chureh at Corinth, with schismatic g?ﬁﬁ@ﬁ,fiaiag up
among the %ﬁiﬁ%@ﬁ aontentions and 1@%& af,f&i%ﬁfiﬁ"m&ayief Paul's.
teachings, and their indulgence in sins of immorality and idelatry,. .
In the first chapter he writes that he had Eﬁ&?ﬁ of ﬁﬁéﬁ%ﬁg@ﬁkeaﬁﬁang
and suysy "I besesch youy brethren, ves %%a@~yé«%iz ageﬁx the s@m@,
things aﬁé that %&@fa ﬁa a@ éi%ﬁ%iﬁﬁ% amﬁﬁg yﬁﬁ# gome were gaying,

a%hawﬁg 87 of 3@@h&$3“

*T s @f'P&ﬁig“ &ﬁﬁ&?ﬁg ”E &m of 4po
anﬁ a%ill ﬁ%%ﬁ?%; 0y of ﬁhwﬁa@, Whay garried their aaaﬁ&a@iaﬁg B0 ‘
fayr that ﬁh@g formed faetional g?&%@ﬁy ‘even whﬁn ﬁhey cpme tﬁg@@hﬁf E
to worshipe (11818}, U,, ;

The intent of Paul's epiwtle was to breal down ths éi?iﬁiﬁmﬁ

whieh existed among the Corinthian saints and establish unity, and
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he does this mainly in an affirmetive manner, re-sesevting th&~éeaﬁ»
$rines he had previously taught them when he laﬁgréé‘ammn%'th@mg,mék5
ing nis strongest arguments upen those points where they were most at
variénce, In chapters 8-10 he desls with idolatry, and advoscates..
the oneness of ﬁﬁ%ﬁ§%§ ki@ teachings, anéﬁ&is bedy 2&@,§§a?€h;”ﬁha@«
12 is %hg'@iiﬁﬁx of his discussion on oneness. In chapier 15 he tak-
es up %h%ﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁ%iaﬁ af/%h&frﬁ%@%@ﬁéﬁiﬁﬁ; digeussing 1t at leagth, for
it ssems to have been upon this point of dootrine that the greatest
sontroversy had arisen. Thie is his last argument eand the elimex of
his eplastle. | |

The resder may resd for himself Paul's line of discussion, note
»viag'tha% §§'&aﬂ$i@ﬁs the many @iﬁﬁé%éfaf the resurrection of Chriset,
and then asks, "How say some among vou that there is no resurrection
of the dead?" and goes on to resson %ha%;ﬂif‘%han be& no resurreg-
‘tion of the dead, them is Christ not risen ... and our preaching
vain, and your faith is also vain." He declares anew the doctrine of
the resurrectien. )

It is here that the allusion to bapbism for the dead comes in..
In gontimuing his discussion he points out an ingensistency in some
of his converts whe were denying the ?@&u@?ﬁ@%i@ﬁg yet had baptized
for some who had died. Baptism symbolized the death, burlal, and
repurrection of Christ, and of men, and they were inconsistent in
holding to the one snd not to the sther. This ia@@ﬁﬁiﬁﬁénﬁy,%&al .
pointed out by referving to the asts of sa%@:@f'akeﬁﬁ eprving seints
in vsing & living man %o respond for one lying éﬁ&ékWh@‘ﬁﬁd ﬁi%&
without baptism, {?hi% was the extent of baptism for the dead in
those times, the aet belng performed in behalf of the dead before.
Eﬁﬁ%ﬁé)i He saids "Blse what ghall they do whieh %f@‘h&@ﬁi%$ﬁ>%ﬁ¥
ﬁQQHﬁ@adg if the dead, rise not at all? Why are they then baptized
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PN,

puts a8 & mather of %&@aﬁﬁnﬁg of

for the dead?® ; :

This is the @ﬁiyiﬁafaraﬂﬁﬁ to baptism for the dead found in the
Bivle. What are we to a@a&iﬁéﬁ from 1$7 Are ws to undsvetand that
this reference is authority for m&%img'bagtiﬁm for the dead & doge...

trine and an ordinance of the shurch? Ave we justifisd By this state

ment in supposing that baptizing for the dead was an approved prac-
tice in the apostolic church? Did Paul by this expression thereby
manifest his mpproval of the practice?

Paul had been discussing a number of unshristisn beliefs and .
practices h@iﬁk%g the schmabtie groups at Corinth, and his pointingi
an incongistensy in the attitude. br

one grovp which was performing paptisms for the dead,; and at the seme
same time denying the resurreetion of the dead; can hardly be takeh

to meen his indorsement @?’b@ﬁﬁ;géﬁiﬁiﬁﬁﬁg’ﬁarﬁaigiy Paul in polat-

ing out sn incenaistency in their holding two conflicting views; .
sould not be said to indorse %g%hﬁ?ﬁ@%%‘fé?,%ﬁﬁ%rwaﬂlé make him asg\l
inconsistent as he charged them to hove beene There is no doubt thag

Papl indorsed the dectrine of the resurrection: how could he then:bpe

sald to spprove slse the very thing he was holding up as inconsis-
tent with the first? If both were a%@rﬁ?ﬁé‘%hé%&‘W&ﬁﬁﬁ'anﬁ been. -

no inconsistency at least in the mind of Pauls ¥Wo. Paul did not in-

doyse an éﬁeaﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ@yﬁ he did ﬁﬂ%fim&@ya%”%agﬁigﬁ féx,%ﬁ@'&séé;~x;%

It appears quite sertain that Paul here took 4p & POIVerss prace
tige of perhaps one group in evder to make & point by argument a- i
gainst them snd in suppert of the doctrime of the resurrestions Such
use of the prastice in argument does nod iﬁ@i?'iaﬁéﬁﬁﬁm%ﬁﬁm‘?&%i ex-
pressed direetly neither sgreement noy dissgrveement with it, for
the apparent reason that for him to stop in his mein a?gaﬁéﬁt en the
resurrsction to declare againet bapiiem for the déad, would have
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been diverting from his main theme to the wa&%@niﬁg of his whole ar-
gument ﬁ# tha\raaufzegtiﬁﬁ, His silence does nat necessarily imply
iﬁéérsam@nﬁ'

In usging the gartianl&x form of &xgumaﬁt found in his stat@manﬁ
on hﬁyﬁi%img for the ﬁ@&@p ?&nl wa.s but f@llawimg & maﬁhe@,%hat Was
. somevhal common to himself and others. In this yery eﬁiatla Paul
confesses that "unioc the Jews I became a Jew that‘z ﬁ;ghﬁ gain the
Jewsy to them %h&%‘&?a‘anﬁar th@ law, as ﬁnﬁé?‘tkézi&w, that I migh%
g&ia %hem that are under ﬁh@ 1@%; ses I am made all %hiﬂgs to all may
that I might by all mesns save sﬁm&»” il Sﬁrg§s@@v22}a He used a f@r&

in which he mﬁmaﬁtaxily for the sake of ar’7;@>%§ as ﬁisyut&nta st ]

4o, aaaep&a ih@ y@aitian of the ﬁabalxavars iﬂ @ﬁ&%r to make & point
ag&iﬁgt %h@mg an& tha% Wi%ﬁﬁ@ﬁ in@@xﬁiag ﬁh& g@siti@ﬂ t@mﬁararﬁly
‘acceded to. R

A lik@ matﬁ@é WA fﬁll@ﬁ@ﬂ by Paul &% Hars %izig where, having
pagsed %ﬁﬁ altar imsﬁrihaﬁ to the mﬁkﬁ@wﬁ g@& in the city of Athens,
whieh he says was "wholly given to i&alatry,“ ingtead of immediately
and directly @éﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁiﬁg their form of wﬁrahi§§ he§,§§§H§§§‘gggg of .

argument, and wiﬁh\a~vi$w'@f r@aahiﬁg ky‘friﬁnéiy approach the ears
of the people, seccepted the idsa éf the unknown gé&; and from that
starting yéim% @?@@&sﬁa to d&el&f& the Enown @@ﬁ,'aaying, “fhom ye
therefore ig&ﬁraﬁtly worship, him deelare I unto yous" {Acts 17:23),
In uo measpuvre diﬁ Paul in&@?ge %&aﬁ faxm @f warahip followed by the
Athenians in waxaﬁipyimg the u&&ﬁ@@n g@éa
This form of argﬁmaa% is known as wmggﬁgﬁggm gg hamiaem whiech ..

means “an arguméﬁt prﬁviﬁg a concelusion f?em §Tiﬁﬂiﬁias or practices
of an opponent himaelfg‘efgéﬁ vy showing them to be gontrary to his
argument.? (Stand.Dict.), It was the form used by ﬁh?i%t'ﬁimsﬁlfs>

when he replied tec the seribes, "If I by Beelzebub cast oubt devils,
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by whom do your children cast them ﬁﬂ%*“ ‘?mr th@vsaﬁ% of argum&mﬁ
he assumed that he aast put devils %g b%@iz@hﬁbg vobt no one would

to be true. Nor did he

holtd that the Lovd &eta&l Ly aﬁmi%ﬁaﬁ that £

stop in his argument to explain that it was not tiue,

86 when Paul wrote, “Else whet shall they do which are bapiized
for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? Why are they then b&?ﬁiﬁ*
ed for the dead?® he was bub %akiﬁi the @rrgﬁ@aaa.a&ﬂ;ﬁ,an& practice
of & perverse group of saints, and using it to ﬁ?%%%%a their u&bal¢3f
in the dectrine of the resurveetion, peinting out the inconsistency
of the two positions, and,; &s alveady pointed out, since he was ar-
guing far.tha,régaxréﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁg his unexpressed position on baptism fory
the dead wes clear and unmistekeble , and he did not need to stop his
discusslon of an important dootrine to deny the unimportant and er-
'rﬁﬁgéwsfﬁ@wgﬁiﬁg of this falthless group. |

Another point of comsiderable weight in considering Paul's refere-
ence to baptism for the dead is the sudden éh&ﬁg@ of person from %&é
first gﬂd second used %ﬁ@a@%&@aﬁ the epistle; bto the @hirég and imé
nedistely after resuming the firet and second again. It is "I" and
"wa® and "Ye¥ or "you" ruaning sll through the agiy%1§, QXsept when
he comes to mention baptism fér'ﬁh% dead he inetantly changes to

"they." “What ghall they do?* “@hy are they then baptized for the

desd?" And as iﬂ&t&ntly in the next verse ﬁ@ za%arma te the ”wa and
"you." This sudden change san mean but one thing, ?i%&g that in

speaking of baptism for the dead Paul was, p@fﬁay& ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ&ﬁl@ﬁﬁly, -

dissoviating himgelf snd the church from all connection with it, Hei

was admitting that 1t had fémﬁd place with some members of the ah&raa
but denying its meceptance by those with whom he was assocciated. In
other words, Paul put this group aceepting beptism for the de&diaa
far away from the body of the church as to leave them virtually uncon-
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nested, The saints of the church he referved to hy the intimate

tevma of "we" and éygﬂg“ ‘but the moment he mentlons the others who

were practising beptism for the dead he refers to them as “they.”
They were a different classe

Thig shange of vpersen in referring te this factional group at

Goriath le in effoct 2 xﬁgaﬁiaﬁiam}ﬁf‘%ham as propsy members and veps
resenting the chureh; it was in effest a vejeetion of the practice’
ing with the saints at large, and had thelr practice of baptizing fou
the dead bsen an a&a&g%&&,ﬁa@trémﬁ sf the church, it is inconceivable
that Paul should have se suddenly shenged hie attitude when referring
to thems he would not have held them 2t arm's length as he dide

It ig spparsnt that the only veason Paul mentioned baptism fox
the dead was for the purpose of avgument, ueing it as an ad hominem,
There is nething in his statenent which carrvies the indorsement of
the apostle or the chureh of the doctrine. The evidensce that ie there
ﬁéim@a the other way, He does not wention 1t ss having been taught'l
by Christ er the apostles, He gi?&a no sugeestion of k&?ﬁﬁg ﬁﬁfﬁﬁw%ﬁ%
taught the Corinthian saints this doetrine a%mﬁh@ time of %ﬁ&ﬁ?“eﬁg”
version, but desls with it as ﬁﬁmgéﬁiﬂg f@%&ié%’%ﬁ Christ and the \:
churehe. The worship of %ﬁ&‘ﬁﬁkﬁﬁ@ﬁ god could bs sustained on Just ase
good grounds ae & doebrine of the church as beptism for the dead. \t-
Paul nowhere affi@mé the doctrine, dor does he anywhere sceede to it,

neither does it appesy %ya&ﬁy~ﬁg§%$#&% of the Lord Jesus Chrisi,
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8ECTION 1V

AN EXAMINATION OFC DOQTRINE AWD

COVENANTS 107
‘ 1 AT

Down to 1841 beptliem for the dead had never ha@a.maaﬁiane&;iﬁéakg
revelation from God so far as the seriptures or nistery reveals, nor
taught by the sutherity of any of the prophets and ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%&%ﬁ% In one
instence enly had i%~%ﬁﬁﬁ mentioned; and that by the &@&ﬁﬁl&,?&ﬁiy
yaralg a8 a matbter of argument, and net in advosacy of it, Thisg men-
tiom did not sarry either the divine indoveement, or the iando¥sement
of 8%+ Paul, | ;

It appears; therefors; that from the beginning of the world
targugh upwards of six thousand years the doctrine of %&pﬁi@&zf@y
the dead wes unknown o8 & doetrine of Gods It hed never been 3mtr@v¢
dueed, never &ffﬁﬂwﬁég never defined. It had ﬁ@ aagap%ga p&&ﬁ% emong
 the people of Cod in ¢ither the sastern of ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁgm %@m&ﬁ%ﬁ@fﬁw_ S b
on Janunry :%,%% 1843, ;‘f’@ﬁaggg,, Smith gave forth a @ﬁry%ﬂé@*‘fmwiw

ationy whiech ineluded 8 @&mﬁ&ﬁé and %ﬁﬁﬁ&%ﬁﬁi@ﬁﬁ ﬁ@&aﬁ&?& to the bu

voo Temple, &wﬁ it w&a wader @h@@

building of & house knowh &8 %ﬁ% Haus
| wing of this ingtruction Hhat %ﬁ@*%ﬁw.fe tha é&&ﬁ w&% nosh im@iﬁ@nt«

ally introduoed, mﬁ&,ﬁméiX@gzzy gwaaﬁﬁﬁaéﬁ Thare *ﬁ no Tormal a£a$@~~

ment of ihe doostrine, ne defining of 1%, znd enly sn implied indorge-

ment of the Almighty,. The gtatement is sltogethey incidental o the
ailding of the temple. It is well to gg@-e this statement hﬁxﬁs i

senbot 811 my saints coms from afar: ... Cowme ye, with all yaur

g@lﬁ$ and your %il@@?@ and your gr&eiﬁuﬁ stones; and with all your i\
antiguities; and with all who have lmovledse of sntigquities, that

w&ll gowme may oomes and %wﬁxg the box %@&8, and the fir tree, and tne
plus tree, together with £11 the precious trses of the earth; and. \
with iren, and with ﬁ@@@@?g and with brass, and with zink, and with
&1& your precious things of the earth, snd Build o W 40 my name,
for @hﬁ Host High to dwell theveinj for theve is net & place Found
on earth that he may come and restore agmin that whigh was lost une-
to you, ory which he hath taken aw&yg even %@§\€%%@§@§h9f0§h§ prissh.
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hood: for a baptismal font there is nol upon the earth; that my
saints, mey be baptized for those who are dead; for this ordinance:
velongeth to my house, and esn not be acgcepiable tp me, only in the
days of your poverty. whersin ye are net able to build a house unto

mes =Doctrine and Covensnis 107:10,
Thus entered inte the ﬁhﬁggﬁ of Jeens Christ in latler days the

éﬁ@%riﬂﬁ of paptism For the dead. It did net gam@ by introduetion i\

but by assumption, fer the firet mention of i%, for a baptismal font

there is not upen the sarihi, that my saints may be baptimed for

thoge who are ﬁ@aéﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁ@um&ﬁ that baptism for the dead was an old:
established dootrine; it is spoken of as something that already exe -
isted, thus g&%img it the foree of antiguitys when In réality it ney-
er had been known te the psople of God; and was not found in his
&ﬂriyﬁuwaag’ It seems %o have srept 1in under sover of the leading
theme of temple bullding: and ceme in under the elosk of assumpiion,
both of which methods tended to divert the erlitieal mind Srom the
thing itself, and thus gain aduiseion wiﬁhaﬁﬁ protest,

doctrings; The purported revelation says in conuestien with this m

&

§ AN
' ter thet "there is not & place found on earth that he mey come and

restore aga

in that which was lost unto youw, or which he hath taken
owsy, even the fulness of the priesthood,® Five yéoars beforve thigh -
statement was wade a hemple which the Lord had specifically commands
ed, (D.0.92:8), and planned, was dedicated at Tirtland, Ohies in ‘G
whieh the Lord appeared in persom bo Joseph Smith snd Oliver Cowdery
»ghsytiyﬁéfﬁaﬁg dealaring, "I have sccapted this hovse, and my name
ghall be here; and I will manifest my@éif to my veople in meyey ini
this house," ete, By no werd or sign had the Lord indleated & dise
garding or ?ﬁé%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ of that house, which #3111 stands, a'héﬁsa
which he ¢laime ss his owny and to which he ies not only free to ﬁ@meg
but hes pledged that he will come. Vet in order to justify the bring-
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AR

ing in of k&pﬁiﬁm %ar the dead the Lord 1s made to gay "there is not
a plﬁ%% fﬁhﬂ& g earth th&h he mey come and restore %ﬁ%iﬁ that which

was lost unto yaag ‘The K&rﬁl&mé ?amgie wtands today as a mn%& but

;g&ﬁﬁffﬁi witness sgainst thi@ ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ@ﬁte Here @h@ words ara yut into.

%gﬁ lordts mﬁuﬁ&~s&yiﬁg he had ﬁ@»%fﬁﬁi@ to @hﬁ@h.ﬁ@‘mighﬁ come, whew
the Lord had himself deglsred five years before %hgt he had an &ﬁ@%?@
ed temple to which he would come, thus atiributing to the Lord & flat
sentrsdiction, First, there wes & temple; then, there wasn't. Can suc
a8 &@ﬁ%?&éi@ﬁi@ﬁ~aﬁm® from the Lowrd's mouth? The doetrine of baptism
for the dead in itse as&i@g for %E%@gﬁi%iﬁh‘%ﬁﬁ ageeptance &5 & dog=
trine of the ¢hureh is found in bad @@%@&ﬁ?; It is assoclated ﬁiﬁh;
and leans upon, & false statement. In its pleading for place in the
chureh it sspumes the need of a temple other than, snd different
Trom, the one tewple which the Lord had sccepted, snd in which no

font was allowed for the praciiece of baptizing for the dead, This is

not the manney of the Lord's dealing.

Reverting to the statement that "a baptismsl font there is not:
upen the face of the earth; that my saints may be baptized for those
who are dead," we can only ask, "Since when has the Lord made himself
dependent upon & baptismal font made by human hands for the sxecution
ptism is thet the cane

of his ovdinance? The divine reguirement in ba

didate shall be immersed im water, and no word of r&#&i&tia& has ever

specified %hﬁ%h%fy%ﬁﬁ water used ghould be & flowing %ﬁ?ﬁ&m ér an un-
raffled pool; a placid 1$Ea or the heaving sea, An ovdinance such

ag h@@%%smkfar the dead is suppesed to bes; applying to untold million
@f‘ﬁaﬁzﬁ[inaiaéiﬂg every nabtion and every people, would hardly ha'ré;
E@?ﬁa@@ﬁ e oney or & few ﬁ@m@iﬁa,e&aﬁ&inﬁﬂg fonts. Such a restvie~
tion would eramp both the churech end the Lord in the execution of his

purposes. The Lgrd does nol bind bis own hands,
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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There is another serious fault which casts & dark shadow over
" the doetrine of baptism for the dead. The quotation slready given
suggests that this new house was n@saaﬁary that therein theyzgrd
might restore "even the fulness of the priesthood.” The implication
is that baptism for the dead regquired some power of the priesthood
beyond what had been previocusly given, and that the priesthood alyead
possessed was but partiasl. This is in direct conflict with the revel-
ationsg and with the faocts of history.

The high priesthood was restored in 1831, concerning which the
historien writess ;;;

\

Taking these testimonies together it is evident that beth 3%%&@&
Smith and Lyman Wight had reference to the fulness of the Helchisedeg
priesthood being bestowed for the first time in June 1831, -Ch.Hist,
Vol.l, p 193, R

The highest offige in this high priesthoed was established in the
church on January 25, 1832, when Joseph Smith was ordained president
of the high priesthood,

Centering in the president of the high priesthooed are all the
powers, gifts, and suthority, belonging teo that priesthood, and nece
gsgary for the mecomplishing of the Lord's work upon earth, The fol-
lowing quobtations are in poinks i

es oy servant J@ﬁ@ﬁh Smith Jr., unte whom I have given the kay%
of the kingdom, which belongeth alwaye unte the presidency of the
high priesthood,s «=D.0.80:1, R

The power and authority of the higher, or Melchissdés y?é%gﬁbggd
is to hold the keys of all the gplritual blessings of the church,
eltee =DeC.10438, 4

The duty of the president of the office of the high p?i%ﬁthﬁ@ﬁ
ig to preside over the whole church, and to be like unio Hoses. Be»

hold, hevre is wisdom, yea, to be a seer, 2 revelator; a ftranslator,
and a prophet: having a1l the gifts of God which he bestows upon th@

“ head of the church. - D. TD.0.104142,

A study of these scriptures leave no cother conclusion than that. -
the holy priestheoed had been resiored in itg fulness, and that no ad-
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ditional authority was to be received, If, as stated in the quotati.
relating to baytism for the dead, there are yet taf%e revealed sowe. -
higher powers of priesthood essential to baptizing for the dead, the
these quotations do not mean what they say. There is much of truth
yet to be revealed, but not of priesthood which is basic. Light and
truth will continue to flow from God in thelr ever ?&ryiﬂg a$p@e%%g
but the power of the priesthood by which these things come is fixed
and unchangeable. A railroad nay p@fpgtually tf&nsperﬁ,éaxyiﬁg and
often alﬁ@g@fﬁar new supplies, but the road itself must be establish-
ed in completeness before these supplies ean pass. Likewise the‘ﬁelh
sgraph line must be complete before messages can be conveyed. The
blessings of Christ's church flow %hf@ﬁg& a fully established priest-
hood, | | o B
‘ The suggestlon therefore that "the fulngﬁs@@f the priesthood® is
| yet to be restored confliects with the revelations previously given.
There is yet amaﬁhgf point to be noticed in the quotation from
Dostrine and Covenants 107310, - The additional priesthood by which
baptisms for the dead were to be m&ég,&ffaaé#&& was not to be recely-
ady or could ﬁg%”%a g&?ang only in the temple then in @Q@%%myl&%i@m*!
By what change iﬁ the ways of Divinity did it come to vass that God
was limited to %&@;i&ﬁ%xi%? of a building made by humen hands in $he
giving of h@&?%ﬁiy;p$W$¥ﬁ to man as conveyed by priesthood? Did he .
not gend hie angel to the wooded hills of New York where his servants
were praying, snd there in the "glitter of the liay sunbeam, which
then shed its brilliancy oV¥er the face of nature,” tonferfed upon ¢
them the Aaronie Priesthood? Did he not speak by the voice of his. -
Gpirit in the home of ”?&%h&r @hitmaw“‘&nﬁ give the authority to. or-
dain to the Helchisedee Priesthood? ¥hy then this change of methog?

Why should it become necessary in order that some additional prieste

hood might ve given of God that he wust have a temple as the only
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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place in which it might be given? The requirement is inconsistent
with previous prﬁaaéur@.
The temple was never completed, History records no reception of

any additicnal. gri&ﬁ%h&aévaaﬁﬁgxi%yi‘Ya%fﬁaﬁw@%ﬁsﬁaﬁd&mg the document
%xingﬁng in baptiesm for the desd made ﬁh@ﬁ@;%ﬁgathar With the f@ﬂt,

necesgary to its p@rfcﬁmame@; ﬁh@ ﬁﬁn?ﬂﬁ gr%aaa&a& %a parfsrm such
baptisms, and ﬁ@ﬁﬁ}ﬁ&@é +to perform them yxaﬁaﬁiy m@ to the tiwe of

the exodus ?ram ﬁawvaﬁ in 1846, @hé fagﬁian im ﬁt&h gontinues their

performance to this day. ?ram the date of the ?aryaKSa jr@@al&tian

 §§§£§§5§§§§§a%®%£§ﬁ the practicse has been griﬁ?@ugly at variance with

the requirements. This faot may not prove the doetrine untrue but it
does reveal strong grounds for believing that the yravisi@n$ ﬁf‘th@ -
ﬁ@euﬁent were unworkable, It shows a further inconsistency.

- It may be truly sald of the entire reference %a b&§ii$m for the
dead in Doctrine and Covensnts 107:10-11 that %hara is aaﬁ»ane sens

tenee or phrawe in it that is not open to severe criticism,

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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SECTICXN 8

LETTERS OF JOSEPH SWITH
(D.C+ 109 and 110)

The purported r@#@i&@isﬁ @@ﬁ%&éﬁiag the only statement of bap=
tigm for the dead with the name of Divinity attached ever inown up
to that timey; was given Jﬁﬁaﬁry 19, 1841, The aﬁatsmaﬁ% was brief,

indirect, assumptive, lacking in definition, and without direction

or command as to its practices The inﬁﬁ%@lﬁ%ﬁﬁ@ﬂ& &né‘inaﬁgga&gy of
this ﬁﬁpp@%ad ravgalmﬁmt were tacitly admitted by 3@5@@& Smith w@@ﬁ ‘
on %ﬁgt@m&@r 1st and on a@§tam§$r Sthy 1848, @ne yeay aﬂﬁ eight mont)
later, he wrote letters ta the @hurﬁh amglifgiﬁg what had @f@vi@wsiy
%@ﬁﬂ given, These letters we now exsmine, ‘ | |

The fir&t letter contains mﬁﬁhiﬁg in axy&ana%i@a of %ﬁ@ ﬁﬁ@t?lﬁﬁg
or iu&ﬁifying its iﬁ%rmﬁﬁﬁtiﬁﬂg but ﬁﬁaiﬁ @aiy>wﬁth & m&@@n&&ry and
iﬁﬁi@%ﬁ%&l gsin%; viges %@a neea&aiﬁy and m&nﬂar of r&t@rﬁing au&h
%@@tiﬁmsg &n& smgg@sﬁiﬁg & need for extreme @axa in maxiﬁg the re-
cord that "whatsecever you bind on earth, may be bouhd inﬁha&waaw~»

In the second letter the main theme is still that of recording,
the entive discuession centering in the idea of priestheod avthority,
under which that which is bound on earth would be bound in heaven,
and that which is recorded on earth would be recorded in heaven,.-
while that which is not recovded on earth would not be ¥$e$r§$§ §ﬁ
heavep, The author says, "Tou may think this order of %h&ﬁ@@yﬁéfb@
very particulay, but let nme ﬁel& you that theyYare only ito answer
the will of God." '

The preciseness of this instruetien regarding recording, =nd the
great impertance attached to it, are in severe contrast with the in-

gstruction given 8t the organization of the chuveh relative to the

recording of the baptisms of the living -a simple commandeent that
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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the names of those baptized should be kept, snd submitted to & gen-
eral recorder Tor recording. {D.C,17:25), This was but to mention
s common custom of all érg&nig&tiaﬁa and was suffielent., But why suc}
perticularness in the names of the dead above those of the living?
Are not both, the iiving and the dead, of egual concern with God,
both being entitled to the seme eare and conelderation? The giving
of sugh minute and particular ia%%ru@%iaﬁa;:@gﬁxéiﬁg t&g recording
of the names of the dead for whom haptism had been yerfarm&ﬁgyg%@a&&
also have been given as applying te the living persons baptized, if
they were necessary for either one, : | |
The pesition taken iajt&i& letter that "whatsoever you do not .~
record en earth shall not be recorded in heaven; for out of the books
shall your dead be judged,” and that the judgment will be "according
to the records which they have kept concerning their dead,” is open
te serious question on two counts; First, the inconsistency and un-
j&at&@as/&f leaving the eternal salvation of any soul upon wesk and
erring mans second, the things spoken of by Christ in the stat@mamt;
"Whatsoever thou shalt bind on aarﬁhg shall be bound in heaven; ang
wh&tsaﬁv@r thou shalt loose on eavth, shall be loosed in heaven,® . -
(Matt,16320), can refer to no other acts than those divinely authore
ized through the priestheood, and performed in secordance with the .. -
will of Ged, and which are set forth in the divinely apgainﬁad-sgrzpw
tures, and can not ineclude such incidental m@%ﬁarﬁ &8 the keeping of
bﬂsks; S
We can not doubt but that all acts performed by priesthooed author
ity in righteousness are recorded in heaven and that they will deters
mine the course of judgment, but if the great Judge depends upon L
earthly recordings for his judgments then Judgment will be far frow

syt ;“’ . 2 e . L] L . . .
Justs Lam is too liable to err for any record of his to be absoluie,
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Te interpret the words of Jesus as ayglyimg to the matter of record-
ing baptisms for the ﬁ&&ﬁr§g3§né@®d toraitribute teo him a meaning
which he 4id not expresse |

Again, the letter offers an iﬁ%&fﬁ?@fﬁﬁi?ﬂ of Revelation 20318
soncerning the gggks out @f‘w%iéhﬂ%h@ dead w r@i%%ﬁé the baek of 1if
The beoks are sald to be t&eﬁ&'ﬁwhﬁﬁﬁ gontained the record of their
works, and refer to the records whish are kept on the earth,” The

book of life "is the record which is kept inm heaven." low these

- books made on sarth, containing the names of the desd for whom bap-

tisms have been performed by the living, can be the records of these
dead, oul of which they will be judged according to thelr works, is
beyond comprehension, ?hé seriptures c¢learly teach that men will be
judged according to the works done "in the bedy," "in this life," e
etes Jesus sald, "the word that I have spoken, the same shell judge
him in the last day," and Paul said they shall be judged "by Jesusi\
Christ asceording to the gospel." To Wephi the Lord seid, "I cgm@%ﬁ@
all men ... that they shall write the words which I 5@@&& unté té@mg
for out of the books which shall bo written I will judge the worlg) ;-
oo+ Bocording to that which is written." (2 Vephi 12:65-66). The bas-
is of jJudgment is the word of Ged in the soriptures te all who have
them,

There is no suggestion that & mere record of names evidencing. (|
proxy baptisms w&l& be used in the day af‘gﬁégaﬁﬁﬁ by which men will:
be judgeds As in earthly eourts so in the heavenly, men will be Judg-
ed according to the law under which they have lived; and not accord.
- ing to what others have done for them after they were dead. i

The letter contains snother inconsistency. éf%@? referring to.¢he
baptism provided for in ﬁﬁekgasygl ag belng "in the likeness of the
regurrection of the dead in coming Torth out of their graves,” it

2088 On & o
goes on 1o say, "hence this ordinance wag insti§pt§éyt@ fﬁmm 8 roe
WWW. zlttCI‘Dil}Y' ’I'Ut]‘()l'g
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lationship with the ordinenee of baptism for the dead, being in the
likeness of the dead." Whati the @%ptiaﬁ/%fi@ﬂ$§§i teaching formed
in velation to baptism Tor the dead, meking the latter primary and
%ha'farﬁﬁ?<$$@@ﬁﬁ&§y§‘ Baptism for the éﬁﬁé-fiyﬁg Tormed in the mind
of the great Author of a&iv&tiﬁngﬁaaé baptiem coming as an after-
thoughtl Thus the beptism of the sériptures is bul a secondary a-.\
daptation of baptism for the dead te the livings Net a hint of such
a view ig to be found iﬁ,%héfaﬁaayﬁﬁﬁ,éaxiﬁiﬁr&@,éé the church, I,
is %@é far removed ??ﬁ& the truth as te be wovthy ef consideration,

It is furthey sald that "the baptismal font (for baptising fop \

the dead) was instituted as a simile of the grave, and was commanded

%o be in a place underneath where the living are wont to assemble,®

We know of ne record of $ﬁ§h\%@§%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ& font,; noy of any command ag:
to where it should be placed. The temple of Solomon had its *molben
sea,;® and ten othew lavers;” but thers is nothing to indicate they
were used for baptism in sny form. We such font was had in the Kirte
land Templs which was built by divine direction.

*@%iﬁy in this lebter we read concerning the deasd; "Por thein .

salvation is necesvary and essential to ocur salvation, as Paul says
coneerning the fathers,; 'that they without us esn not be made pere
fect.'" Has Jomeph Smith used that version of the seriptures madé
%?'hiﬁﬁﬁlf\%ﬁﬁf%ﬁﬁﬁﬁyiﬁi@ﬁﬁﬁ‘iﬁ‘f$§w§§~yﬁ&?ﬁ"%§'%%ﬁ‘3§$?iﬁ,§f'r§@&t
elationy his supposed serviptural support would nst have been there,

This inspired version seys "For without suffering they could not be-

made perfent,” «a guite different statements ZEven &&king %&& trans-

lation he did use, "that they without us ¢en net bs made perfect,”

the salvation of sither the 1iving or the dead ig not made depend-
ent either one upon the other. Salvation is o be gained every man
for himself and not by another. Svery man mekes his own record by

his life works and by these he will be Judged meoorg %ﬁ%h%?rﬁﬁ@ Zoge

“WWW.
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‘pel. No man will or can reseive more or less giary because of any

works done by another, This whole point is summed up in one sen-

"%

| tence %ﬁ %ha Ayﬁﬁﬁlﬁ‘?&ulg "Work out your own galva@i@ﬁ.
These letters reveal no great truth, They are without IightgyEv-
ery prominent point leads us inte difficulty with the seriptures,

They attempt to %ﬂ&lify the doectrine @f‘%&pﬁiﬁm for the dead but -

drift to a side isguag viges the matter of r&ea%ﬁing'ﬁhilﬁ leaving
the main qm%s%iﬁn iargeiy'ame@nsiéawﬁﬁs The g@&&t migtake in %h&s@
letters 1s in @ﬁ%ﬁiﬁg the @uphasis ﬁ@éﬁ the wrong thing, that is,wi¥
upon the incidentsl matter of recording vather than wpon the ordin-
ance iteelf. Inspiration would hardly have done that, The import-i..
ance of rééﬁfﬁQﬁg'éf?iéiai and legal acts iz not to be minimized, bu
on the other hand, i% is not to be magnified abeve the acts themsel-
vese Should any set of baptism through oversight fail of record, .
there would be humen testimony in the day of judgment tomestablish

f the fact, besides the Infinite Judge who knows all things, and it

need not be assumed that beeause of humar lapse in recording the

obedient candidate is to loss his salvation, or even be put under

's own works are knewm to God and by thése he

dissavantage. A men
will be judged. ! R SN

The letters leave the subjest of §&§§£§m‘fm%‘%hﬁ dead anﬁefiﬁ@ﬁ;
and 1t is still an unvavelled mystery. Tt is to the chureh as a
gtow-away to &~$hig@'ha%ﬁﬂg eome in surreptidiousiy, unidentified;
what to do.

a presence with which the church &ﬁ@g not know

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Pulness of the Gospel Revealed at the Restoration

. The building of the NWauvoo Temple with its baptismel font was
sald to be thet the Lord might “gome and restore again that which.wa
lost unto youy or which he hath taken away, even the fulness of the

priesthood.® Thalt which was feken away and lost g@iﬁﬁﬁ to the prace

tiee of baptizing for the dead, snd mevked the entering in of @(@aﬁ
@é@%ﬁiﬂa inte the church, which during the previous sleven years .

had not so much ag %@%ﬁ ﬁ%@%#g_@ﬁ@ﬁ?@ ﬁ&wuﬁama moathe in which the
pragtice %ﬁ%@ﬁ&%@ﬁ the dﬁ@trﬁ%@* vet the seriptures are. ﬁl&&? iﬁ ¢
showing that at the founding of the @hnwﬁh-%h@_g§§g§§§f§g §§£,§%§5 )
pel bad been restored. | |

In June, 1829, nearly a year before the @?@&ﬁi%ﬁti&ﬁ of the :

shurch, the Lord gave commandment to Oliver Cowdery, %h@»&ﬁé been:\

acting as scribe for Joseph Smith in tranvelating the Book of Mormon,

saying, "that you rely upon %&ﬁ,%hiﬁ&ﬁ‘wkiﬁﬁ\%?ﬁ‘ﬁfi%tﬁﬁg for in .«
ﬁhﬁm@%ﬁfai&itﬁimgﬁ written @ﬁﬁ@@?ﬁiﬂg»§h§‘f§ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁ of my chureh,
%?’%ﬁ@?%kg and ay Rocks" (D.C.1612). This refers to the things he
had been writing -~the Book of Uermon. 3&% in this work eontaining .\

all things fundamental to th@ chureh and the g@ﬁpaig %&ptiﬁm fax tha

desd 1= not f%&%ﬁg §% was not a part of the resteration. ?ﬁ@-ﬁﬁxd&&a
was particular ﬁﬁbﬁgﬁﬁiy‘ﬁﬁﬁlfgﬁn&&ﬁiﬁﬁﬁi deetrine %@fare‘pazmi§§img
the orgenization ef %hé a&mx&hg for ﬁ&% éﬁar&ﬁ must have. % fauﬁéaw’
tiony and had previously ﬁﬁié of these seriptures that they "shall

*@ w2
bring te 1i

ght the true points of my égaﬁrin%*i%éiwa@ baptiam for

the dead ils not found therein the only consistent conclusion is
thut it was not a point of true deoirine,

In Doetrine and Covenants 2632 the Tord %nyﬁn%ﬁ)%%ﬁ sent Moroni

ruthofg
to areveal the Book of Hormon containing th& fulness of my everlaste
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(Y
ing gospel." In 3933 he commanded one called te the ministry "Thou
shalt presch the fulnsss of my gospel which I have sent forth in
these last days.” He affirmed that in the Biblg, and the Book of
Mormon is contained the fulness of the gospels (D.C.42:8), vy

The entire g@%y@i as pertaining te its essdntial principles and
ordinances, had been revealed at the beginning of the labtter day
wafﬁﬁ‘I% w&a‘ﬁ@eéagam? that they should be for the chureh could noti
consistently or safely be gfgaﬁéﬁaﬁ upon an unrevealed and uncertain
faith. The fdundation must %% laid before the %ﬁg@fﬁ%?ﬁeﬁ&rﬁ could
be built, All these essential principles were found in both the
Bivle and the Book of Mormon,; each confirming the other, both an-
cient records, but the latter newly revealed in reaffirmation of
the testimony ef the former and which had become me largely discreds

ited in the Christisn world., The message of the gospel was clear

and g@mglegé; The Lord evidently designed %o give to the people a
definite account of his gospel, se elear, so positive, and so come
plete that none need fail to ﬁﬁﬁ%fﬁ%&ﬁ& what the chureh stood for
even from the day it was é%g&gia@é. %@i%ﬁé? did the Lord leave any
of his gospel prineiples or ordinances for later revealment. Baptism
for the dead, coming in eleven years later, was out of bounds.

In these %ﬁ?ﬁé@ﬁﬁ%% were "all things written concerning the ..
foundation of my church, my gospel,; and mw'ﬁagk;” and upon thﬁﬁ-
Toundation, and that foundation ﬁniy;vwag the chureh to build. It
was "to do mccording to that which zk§§z§ writtens® (D.C.8318), not
what the Lord was going to write, True, it was & daetrine of the
chureh that the avenue of communication vetween heaven and earth was
to rvemain open and that the church was to continue to receive in=. .
gtruoction in the building up of the organization and the cenduect or
its work, but the matters which were fundamental to the organization

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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wWere @fvﬁ%@&aaﬁﬁy given full and complete beforshand, so that the
chmreh was not to expect new fundamentals. Had this great fact been:

underetood aﬁa r&&emﬁagaé baptigm.f%r the dead would not have iﬁ?&d*

i ed the chureh in after years,

e

.
e T——C

In teking wp first the practice, then the doctrine of baptisn

for the dead, without divine suthorization, the chureh undoubbedly\.

erred. Like the &n@i%ﬁ%vﬁawa its sin was in ng for things that

they could not understend,® and in “losking beyond the mark.® (Jaceb
3328}, Had the elders sought fow truth in the seriptures they might
nave found to their complete sstisfaotion that the Lord had slveady
mede smple provision for the salvation of those that died not know-
ing the gospel; and that thers was no néed for baptimm for the dead
8t 811, Instesd of "relying upon the things which ave written,® they
deived into things whieh w&#@ not written, Instead @f»%aiiﬁing'ayﬁn
the foundation which the Lord himself had lald, they sttempted to.
lay foundation stones of their own, or of Satanie, making, Instead
of adnering strietly %o the commandments given them of Géé‘t& arygraw
pentance and beptism to the iiﬁiagg they ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁé& over a&é~%%$%a‘%ﬁ
devots thelr atbemtion to the dead. They forgot the "all things"

of the Lovd's planting and substituted other things of their own
choosing, Is it sbrenge thet disaster overtoek them, and that the

church was mnde to suffer the wrath of an offended God?

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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DIVINE LAW ON VHAT TC TEACH

%ﬁ@ﬁ Jaaa% gave his fin&l commisbion to hig apostles to go t@ ‘s
all natisne,; he specified this: "fenching them to @@s@r%@ ail thﬁngg
wm@%ga@@@y I have %@mmﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ‘yﬁuﬁ‘ Tikewiss, when the @hﬁ@gh;was B\
tablished among the Nephites, t&aﬁ?xﬂghaﬁ éimaﬁ af%ax é£§$i§iﬁ§‘m$ma’

o preach to the people, "comssnded them that @héy should ‘k?ﬁﬁh, nogh-
%ng ﬁ&?@ it were the things Wﬁiﬁh,hﬁ had twught, &nﬁ~whiéﬁ’kﬁé been
spoken by the mouth of the holy propheta,” (Uomish @%52), o

- Pollowing this ancient poliey the lord ia gi@ing his law to ﬁhg

ladter day chureh ineluded thia ﬁ@mﬁgtﬁmﬁﬁ%s "The @&@&Wﬁg ??&@ﬁ%@y‘

and teachors of this ﬁﬁﬁgghkgﬁail'%%ﬁgh %k@‘griﬁﬁigiaa @fkm$>g§ﬁgg1
which are in the Bible and the Book of Hormen, in the which is the
fulness of the gospsli . and these shall be thelr teachings, as

[}

they shall be dirested by the Spirit." (D.C.42:5), e
And againg "Theu shaelt take the things whisgh thou ha@t ra&@i?&ﬁ$

sttt

wﬁiﬁh have %ﬁ%ﬁ;gﬁ?%ﬁ anto ﬁhﬁ@ in my ﬁ%@§%@ﬁ?ﬁ@ for a law,; to E@

my laws o govern my chureh.” (D.C.42:16)s | v
The things wrilten in the sacraed seriptures were to govern boih)

the teaching of ﬁ&@;aiﬁﬁﬁa;ae& the govermment of the church, iﬁ~%hi%

the law is ésxgat&i site Bub the Lovd gave warning against the intrusion
of extrandous matters into the preaching of his g@%%@ig commanding.
hig servants to "say none other things than that which the a@ég@lﬁa
and proghets have written, and that which is taught them by the
Gomforter.® (D.C.5213), |

Thus the Lord

gave to his chureh a definite, limited, and disg-
tinctive message Yo carry %o the world,; and forbad preaching &it&ey
less or mere, In the Book of Howmon, one of the seriptures which

containe this message, the Lord counselled the an %7 % q& ureh relaw
lttL ruth.c
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tive to his personsl ministry smong them, YBut whoso among you shall
7 roeks but are buill

do more or less than these; are not built upo
upen & sandy foundation.® (3 Nephi 8144). He has said that the {

"Book of Movmon is given for your instruction® which applies today.,
" These instructions should have been sufficient, but imowing the

danger the Lord

gave strong warning in addition. The elders were
”@@mmanée& in 8ll things to ask of God} and te follow the leading of
the Spirit, "that ye may not be seduced by evil spirits, or doctrine:
of é@éiiﬁyiar the @émmané%@ﬁ%& of meny, Tor some are of men, and oth-
ers of devils, %h@@éf@%@, beware, lest ge be ﬁﬁeaév&@g“ (DaCed633),
And again the %ﬁﬁ@ warned, "Verily I say unte you, that there are
many spirits which are false spirits, which have gone forth in the

, ﬁai%hg deceiving the worldy and alse Satan hath sought to deceives
yous that he might ﬁ?ershxﬁw you.® (D.C.5081). That rhe men of the
chureh were net free fram the éamgar @f é@e%ﬁti@ﬂ by falg@ spirits
’iﬁ further revealed when the Merﬁ salid unte ﬁhamg W@ﬁ%@ Wh&ﬁ were. ye
erdeined? To preach my gespel by the Spirit, @?&n’tka Comforter,
ﬁ%ie&7§&a sent forth to teach the truthj and zhgnféﬁaﬁivaé ye spirite
which ye gould not understand, and r@g&i?éa'iham to be of God, and
in this are ye Jjustified?" (D.Cs 5&%@}‘

nan Sey that ﬁt w&ag @r igy imy@@aﬁbﬁa for false ﬁyifftg

Let no
to enter the church Qf Jesus Christ, bringing false dectrine, and
creating errors of poliey snd method, Ancient hiate%y ﬁ@lieg‘iﬁ.f@ﬁ@

\ higtory of the restored chureh of latter daye Yefutes it. The over-
throw and breaking up of the chureh proclaims it more loudly than.
words can do. The doctrine of baptism for the dead has never %Q@ﬁ:.x

| defined nor understood, and is Just such a doctvine as the Lord wapn-

% ed ag&iﬂ@ﬁ. In the miﬁé of the writer it was one of the things whicy

wrecked the church., Diligent prayer in seeking counsel from God in
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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every new move, & righteous obedience to every law and commandment,
and & humble f@ll@#&ﬂg of the Hely Syirié as it leads with a‘aarrés~
p@@ﬁiﬁg restraint iﬁ.ﬁ&tﬁ%&ﬁ where the Spirit does not lead, were the
safegiards which the Lord g&?a te the ghﬁr&ﬁﬁ‘

The powers of evil are gﬁr@mg as compared with the strength of:\
man, their methods éaa@pﬁiwag and their aims f&fw&@a&ﬁiﬁgg while the
limitations and laxitles of humen flesh réveal a weakness which make:
possible human failures and @?ﬁr@hrﬁwa This justifies the vigid in-
aﬁr&a%i@ns andwarnings of God glven in all agess ﬁﬁ??ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ gonelgaw.
iy in Iga&ah‘% a%a%@m@aﬁg #7¢ the law, and to the %@@ﬁimﬁnyg if they
rﬁﬁﬁak not aceording to %hi%'wﬂ%ﬁri% is bepnuse there is ﬁnzligaﬁ.ia
theme® - The Lord's Wﬁﬁﬁiﬁgﬁ were not withoul meaning snd not with-
out f@r@&, and to them we mﬁy well give heed,

Eﬁ the r$$t§raﬁi@n %h@ Tord h@ﬁ 1@&& the Whﬁi% gf@%néwark upon
whiaa.%kg chureh was to be %ﬁiiﬁ ups &&yimgg ”%hﬁm@f@rag if you ghall
build up my chuvch upon the faaﬁéatian @f‘m3 gogpel and my Rﬂak, the
gates of hell shall ﬁ@%@g?é?@ii ﬁg&imﬁ% yéﬁ,% {D.0e1621) s E%t he gl-
80 w&ﬁna that “iﬁ%@@ﬁ@h-a@ thay.ﬁéﬁy not m& @é;ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁy‘ﬁﬁﬁ ﬁﬁark*
en not to observe all my words, the kingdems of the world shall pre-
vail against them," {@wbcl@@gﬂ}g %his groundwork was in the éﬁvin@n

1y given ﬁﬁfi;ﬁmrﬁﬁg the Bible, the ﬁ&ak of Hormon, and the revels-

tions and commandusnts gi@ﬁfsia gonnegtion with the organization. of

the churehs The church was to bhe go

rned in all things aceording

to these seriptures. | ‘ 1&‘ oA
The dostrine of h&@ﬁiﬁm for the éa&é wag not then féﬁﬁé>i§ ﬁhé
%ﬁriy%a%@ﬁgk&ﬁﬁ»waa'ma part of the foundation upon which the Lord:
said the ﬁh@r&h?@agaﬁﬁ te built, It wa&,l%ﬁ@r added as am @$ﬁr&a@¢=
gug doetrine, wnd was aﬁ‘variaﬁﬁéiwita the cleay teachings of thoge
seriptures as we shall more fully show in = later zection.

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Baptism for the dead did not come into thé echurch boldly in ite
owWn name, ner independently by iteelf, but &%;aﬁv%ﬁlﬁwfﬁl and timid
entrant, under the cloak of temple building, Ite form was deeply
veiled in mystery and was never clearly revealed, Its voice bore ..
false testimeony in aﬁfirmiag that there was no place e¢n earth where
the Lord might come and restore what he wished, when the Kirtland
Temple stood clean snd with open doors for him. And again it betyay-
gd 1ts faleity in declaring that the fulness of the priesthood hag:
not yet been restored. Its message was indirect, assumptive, withs
out @iﬁfigyg«%ﬁﬁ in confliet with the revealed truth of God, Againgt
the baskground of light which came with the E@a@%ﬁﬁ%i@a it appears
as & dark shadow, Its place of observance was chosen to be ina .. -
dark place "undernesnth where the living are wont to assemble;” raths
er than in the pure sunlight of heaven, (The Utah Church still cone
fines its baptisms for the dead te the lower recesses of their tem-
ples which are not open to the publies)

4 seaveh of Doetrine and Covenante 107, snd of the letters in
seetions 109 and 110, %ﬁ?@%l% no aﬁ@m&mé of Ged %o the chureh and.

its elders to ‘preach or teach the doctrine of baptism for the deady

There is no @@mm@né ﬁ@ ﬁaﬁf@r& such baptisms. Neither in any other
dments In the light of the ace.

place iﬁ %h&w@ g ﬁﬁ any such comman
gepted a@mmamﬁmﬁaﬁﬁ “%&ﬁ&@kimg them to a%a&r?ﬁ all %hing& whatsoever
I nave @@ﬁ%&ﬁ&mé gous" and "saying none other things,"” where can

we plage baptism fov the desd? We vielate the law if we teach it

or practice it without & commandment. And what of the men of the
church whe in the early day did teach 1%, and who performed such
baptiems without a commandment authorizing them so %o de? In the
pregence of & broken law,; and a church defiled by ﬁuﬁverﬁaﬁ%‘é@ew
trines and practices, lg it to be thought strange that the anger of

Ged was revealed i, judgment and the chureh Jhroughbbodisastery
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The Book of %@fm@n‘t%aﬁhﬁg‘§w?e?y alear pl@n of salvation forx
all who die withgu% & knawleégé éf‘%he gasp%&‘ This plan is set fort)
directly and positively; showing that all such are redeemed and save
ad through the atonement af»ﬁhfigt'aeaaréiﬁg to his purposes from
the beginning, But these are the very ones for which baptism for
the dead is said to have been in$%i$§ﬁ@&, {DeC.110358), but baptlism
for the dead is not taught as a part of the Book of Mormon plan and
is not found there, On the other hand the Book of Hormon ig posi+
tive, almost to the peint of vehemence, that "unto such baptism a- .
valleth nothing,® but "is mockery before God," and Yputting trust in
dead works."” The Book of Mormon, says the Lord, was “given of me.
for your instruction,® {D.0.22:3), and "contains .. the fulness of
the gospel of Jesus Christ," (D.0.1722), and in which "are all
things written concerning the foundation of my church, my g@ay@l;g
and my Roek." (D.C.16%1). A part of the gospel concerns the salva-
tion of the millions who die without law. That part is teught theve,
But baptism for the dead comes up as & parallel doctrine, a differs
ent plan for the very same purpose for which the Lord's plan was
given, and sgeeks to supplant the divine plan. God never designed it
or gave it as any part of his gospel. It came into the church as
Satan entered the garden of Hden for no other purpose than to dese
troy what God had made, {(Por full discussion of this point see ssc~
tions 12 and 13 of this work).

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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S®ECTIOCN 8
VICARIOUSNESS - SUBSTITUTIONALISH

Baptism for th@ éeaé is @asenﬁxally a vieﬁriaaa erdinance in
wﬁigh a &iving person acts as & pProxy in E&ptiam in the b%h&lﬁ efh
ana&haw who i% dead, It is an act %uyga&eﬁly requirﬁﬁ of the eth@r
but which he is unable to perform. ,

Baptism is an ordinence imposed by divine law upon all men who:

that knowledge are @migme&t@

come to know the law of CGod, &ﬂ& by
r@p@nt frem gin and @ﬂt&r into covenant Wiﬁh God to do his wille it
is & @urﬁly @axgaﬁal work whieh can not be ahiftad to aue%h@rg ﬁ&iw
ther d@@s the law of @aé m&ka any allowance for this or any @ﬁh@r
y@?ﬁ@g&l r@@aix@m@at being perfarmsﬁ by any other person than the*
one to whom &%kbalangaw Vie@riﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁag invelves one person sﬁ%ﬂtiw
ﬁuﬁiﬁg yﬁrv&ﬂﬁﬁhﬁfb ‘ ‘ B |

,' Sm§ﬁ%itatiaaaliﬁm &ﬁg no place in th@ gospel. God has ﬁ@% re=.
quired it, neither dees he permit it. @haﬁ is m@aa@ﬁ&ry and praﬁay
aceording to the plan of aalva@ien %@éarﬁquira$ e£ksvary many bub.
God does not require the impossible or the unreasonsble, and where'
because of the unaveilability of the gaspel‘amﬁ%thewiﬁﬁ@aaﬁ% igﬁ@@k
ance of & man, the agua& gospel r@q&i*@maﬁtsgxnalmding b&pﬁiﬁmg are
not r@guirad =go the aerip@urﬁﬁ teseh. Hence there is no naeé f@@\i

a ﬁubaﬁitute or proxy iﬁ %&@ﬁi@m wriafiycother thing under the gospel,

?h@?@ is ne in&t&ﬁ@& of it in the ﬁ@)ﬁytmres. Vil
14 may be urged that a precaé@nﬁ was established in substitubioy.
alism when ﬁhrist éieﬁ for man. Se@a theories of the atonement holg
that Christ's éa&ﬁh was visariaus, aﬁd thet he died in our stead,
and many people think of it that way. But Christ's death was not
substitutional. In dying he did not perform s work which God requir-

ed of man to perform for himself, 1t was not.manfs persensl work to
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to die to save himself, much less to die on a éraggkar to be assasin-
ated, Christ's death was in behalf of men but not in substitution
for men, . : ‘ w
As to man's physical death, notwithstanding ﬁhriﬁt aiad for him
ne still dies the physical death., But what of spiritual death? If
any man is éezi?eraé from that ﬁhraggh ahriéﬁ will any one say that.
Christ dled spiritually to save that man? Hardly. Through the trans-
gression éf‘ﬁéam the whole human rﬁaéf@aé innocently iﬁ?al@é&‘iﬁ @%&f
death that followed. Men were helpless. Nothing they aeam do of then
selves could deliver them from thgﬁ death, and what waa.im§¢s$ibzg%x
to them they were in no wise f@quir&é to de. But @hri&%;:b@ggagaxnf\
his divinity was able and he assumed the task in merey and love, even
though he had to suffer death to accomplish it, He &iéd,tha$ men
might have life, ?kat é@&th was not viaéyigusg | B
We do ogeasionally find in human affairs that a man oscasionally
acts as the proxy for anothers. By appointment an executor executes g
will in the place of the deceased; A man signs & deed to convey title
&f‘&ﬂ&%h&?*ﬂ;§3@§%§§y§'hﬁﬁiﬁg regeived a power of aﬁﬁa?@ﬁyfﬁ& do eo;
a aer@&f%ﬁa_fﬁrm an&%l&s.a‘man to vota in the stead of éﬁ abs@ﬁt@@gy%
81l of which acts ave such as the other would normally ﬁ@‘§§t~iﬁgﬁm@k
vented by eircumstances. They are acts whiech %ﬁlaﬂg %a'the,aﬁéérw%a%
because of difficulties involved e yi@lﬁs %@ 8 pProxy hy 1&@&1 aﬁ%her
ization to do for him. It is to be noted that even in comuon human
affairs proxy acts are or can e yé?ﬁﬁrmaﬁ @nly by the appointment:.
or approval of the original. E&p%iﬁm for the dead aémits of ne sach
authorization, |
There are other éa@ﬁﬁ“whieh méﬁ do in behalf of others ﬁué which-
are in no sense proxy oy aﬁb@titaﬁi@ﬁal ﬁ@@ﬁa; A man plunges inte the

river to save a drowning boy. &ﬁd ag the boy climbs the bank his save
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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ior falls back exheusted and drewns; a soldlier goes out into no-man'
land to vescue his wounded and dying buddy, and as he lowers him .

safely inte the trench & bullet plerces his own heart; a physlieian:

drives a dog-sled over hundreds of miles of Klondike snows, suffer-

ing fropt-bite &nd amputation, in order %o save a h&ipl@gﬁiy slek -
mans These are acts done for othérs in which the actors sulfer but.
not as proxies, The agts they ﬁa are not acts whiah the others ought
te have done, or which ﬁh@,@thars delegated %ham%t@ doy but acts of
nerey and compassion whieh were ﬁ@@é@ﬁ}‘&ﬂﬁ which could not be donel
without suffering. It is the spark of éz?inﬁ‘@amgaﬁai@a in mam:whieh
iﬁg@la them to smerifice self in the iﬁﬁegeﬂﬁs of Qﬁharas'%h&ﬁ is .
what the divine Son of God did in coming t@ @arﬁhg @ﬁ@aring ﬁha suls
ferings of life and death ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%@ of his graa% merey &aa 1@?@ far
man in his need, The death of Christ offers no ??&&@%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ far beap=
tism for the ﬁéﬁéa- | ﬁ

 Baptism for the dead violates that essential nature of the gasQ
pel which gives to @?@xy'aggvhi% own yaag@n&iﬁii&%iﬁﬁ @kiékjgéﬁ@'au

@%ﬁay ‘ean perform f@w‘kima~'yhi$ ?riﬁﬁiﬁiﬁ'waﬁ clearly stated by.
mﬁwﬂtand o fa&i 4 hﬁ&ﬂ&lfﬁ end not

 for another,® {ﬁaw& @z%é), The ﬁﬁ&iﬁﬁﬁ?&ﬁ teach that %vary man wmust

answer for his own @iﬁﬁ in the é&y of judgment; that &waﬁy m@m wﬁil
be 3&&@@& according to the works done “in ﬁha b@@y,” in the flesh,®
“in this lifﬁg“ He will not %@ Judged by the works éam@ by aﬁst&@r
elther good or bad, ner is it sald that he will be judged for any:
works done after he leaves this world, Thewre's no room for DPTOXY -
lem here, :
Baptism is one of three related requirements essential as initial

gteps in entering into covenant relation with Ged. They are, faith
ineluding belief, repentence, and baptism, T%@y are in reality bhut

three phases of one movement of act, each ofwwiihchmibtiie: performe



-

P

Bl

8d in velation to the others, Ingagenment, @bﬁaiﬂimg legal authoriza.
tion or license, and the finel ceremony, are all negessary phases of
marriages So with faith, repentance; and immersion, which all are
essential phases of baptism, and Withaut all of which the immersion
would be wvoid, These @hr@a &t&g@g are aba@iuﬁﬁiy personaly that is
they develop within the a@ai of ﬁha individual notwithstanding each
may be shown by oubward signs., Every man wmust of himself exercise.:
faith aﬁ&‘%ﬁ'ﬁﬁliﬁﬁiagg @?@?@-#@g mast of himeelf repent and get rid
of hies sins; and every man must of his own volition determine to
enter into covenant with God te serve him to the end of life, Thege:
are things that must be done tegether. The immersion is but'%hg Pine
sl peremony which gonfirmes and seals the thres steps. How then éﬁﬁE\
they be separated, one msn doing one and another another? It is most
inconsisgtents 1t is impossible. i

A mah can not believe for anothery er repent for another. Much.
iess can & wan be baptized Tor another. These are sbtrietly personal
matters between a man and hie Gode If we admit of viearious baptiem
why draw the line thers? Why not i@% my brother believe for me; and
confess nmy sins in my stead, and repent for mel Why not let my bro
brother parbtake of the emblems of the Lord's body and blood in my
stead? The dostrine of #iﬁ&xiauafh%yﬁiam begame bul the entering .

wedge opening the way of what might have been a train of proxyisme,

- Batan would ?ﬁ?ﬁrfﬁﬁﬁ§ after getting ene false doctrine establisheq

in the shurch of Jesus Christ. He would zeek to enter others. X%
: [T

* Eﬂwing onee @g@ﬁ@é the doors @f the 3hurmh %a vicarious p@rfﬁri~
ances in the matter of bapbtisms, the church was inevitably led %o ex.
tend the prineiple %o other acts. Women were married to men who were|
dead, through living proxiss, the proxies assuming the prerogatives
of the supposed husbands and k@gﬁtﬁimg children in their behalf., Vhai
& travesty upon the divine order! The seeds of this proxyism were
sown in Nauvoo, but sppsrently did not have thelr full development
until Brigham Young's faction had setiled in the Salt Leke Valley.
This was one @hmﬁ%@ of polygamy . www.LatterDayTruth.org
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%hen a man dies his responsibilities and duties, as pertaining
to this life, die with hime He no longer aarrieé the responsibility
of family, of business, of office, or church. Even his debts are left
with others to settle. He releases all claim to property, to con-
tracts, He becomes completely divoreced from the world and all that is
in it.

Reversely, when a men dies the responsibilities of his fellow ..
men whom he leaves behind as perteining to his person also cesse. The
tie of velationship which is broken for him is also broken for then,
There is nothing more thaet they can do directly for him, His unfule.
filled obligations toward God can net be performed by others. In the
very nature of things proxy baptisms for the dead are without virdue,
They are dead works; folly to the living, unprofitable to the dead,
and desplised of God,

In thie life men are their brothers'® keepers; responsibilities
are inter-related and these responsibilities are God-appointed. Bug)\\
God has never lald upon men any responsibiliity pertaining to the deas
Prayers, m&aga$; ordinances,; and works, aa& a11 sugh in bebalf of the
”ﬁgaé are not required, and when they are offered they can be none
éﬁ@&r than an offense to Cod, In performing them men are assuming
ﬁggégﬁ that do net beleng to them, ”

Another point previcusly mentioned needs to be further noticed,
No proxy act can be performed in any legel matiters except it be by
@@%@ifie and legally approved suthorigation of the yrimgipﬁlg;ﬁut“&xx
what about %ap%ism‘far the dead? All such baptisms are performed with
out any suthorization w&aﬁsgev@r fram those w&a h&vg passed from this
life. The act is performed ﬁe% hg th@ will, éir@atiaag or can%&nt @f
the uriﬂaigaiﬁ and congequently aaﬁ not be even a true PrOxXy aatian,
The principal has a vight to be heard in the matter, If there is any-

where a dead work surely this baptism for the dead isThhe greatest
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of all, It purporits to be a legal act performed vieariously in be-
half of another, %iﬁdﬁng)ﬁ@aa\ﬁhe ether so that he must answer for
it in the day of judgment, yet performed without his knowledge and
consent. ¥No ecourt on earth would maintain the legelity of such an

sot, Will God?

‘Baptism for the dead had 1ts'antecedents among the Jewss the Rom-
ans, snd the @fﬁ@k@@ Aviong the Romans and CGreeks iﬁ@hrati@ﬁs for.

explation. (Mentioned

the dead were @f&&%&%ﬁﬁ far ﬁurifiﬁa%i@ﬁ and
in Ovid; Fasti Boo 26 '

52)« Tertulian refers to these Roman
and Greek lustrations as very wuch on a level with the Corinthian

veions Book B, Chap,10), "A like

baptiem for the demd, {-Adv.Ue

practice was fomilisr to the Jews. With them if any man died in & .
state of gevemonial unclessmess; which would have required ablution;

. ome-ef his friends performed the ablution; he was washed, and the

dead men was accounted clean,® i*%%fw@ Cox in “The Resurrection,”
p 114, from which samﬁ'aﬁ&ﬁr»iﬁfﬁgmaﬁiﬁa in this seetion has been
gathered). ISR o o
8o far ae is known bapitism for the dead as it existed among ome
or two sects in the sarly Christlan Chureh wes nothing more than an
a@aaaianazﬁiagﬁaaé& vhere one had died without baptism, whose relas
tives w&f@fgnrisﬁi@ﬁgg and gﬁﬁ’af their love for him, and desire for
his aalvatian, they @f@ﬁ@@@@ﬁ to aar?y out %ﬁa form of %ag%iam,aft@r
his death &ﬁﬁ before vurials but mﬂing 8 ii?iﬁg @ﬁ?%@ﬁ &a a aa%g@g@
tute. St, Chrysostom deseribes such a baptism, "After the aaﬁaahaﬁ

men was dead, they hid a living men under the bed ¢f the deceased:

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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then, coming to the bed of the dead man, %hay gpake to him aa@'&ﬁﬁaﬁ
him whether he would receive baptisms and he making no answer, the
ether raglzaé in his stead, snd so they %&gﬁizé& the 1iving for the
dead." {The Resurrestion, " p 112). | | S
“ﬁa&%ing& Dietionary of the Bible $ay§§ “In 1 Corinthians 15:26°
Paul véfers o a practice ef ?%rﬁﬁﬁﬁ aliﬁwiag thama@lv&% to be baps
tized on behalf of the dead. Sﬁ@ﬁ;a yr&atiaa geems Lo have had analo-
gieg in th@ Greek myaﬁari&a; from whieh it mey have crept iata thg
Christian Church. As such it may be vegarded as a 'purely magigal,
and wholly ﬁﬁ?@?%ﬁi@i@uﬁg vicarious ?e@a@%ﬁ@ﬁ of the sacrament,' OF

such & practice the apostle expresses no approval, but 'simply meets

his opponents with their own weapons without putting thelr validity
to the proof.' (Rentdorff).® B

Ea§%ize& for the dead -a very obscure ﬁllaﬁiﬁﬁ; There was some=
what & later practice, smong ceriain sechs, of viearious baptism:
when & man died unbaptized, a friend would receive baptism in his
gtead, Thig may slready have mxisted snd be meant here. 8t, Paul:
- mentions "Baptism for the demd', without expressing his aspproval;
but some %ﬁiak the practice sprang up later from a perversion of thig
passage.” «The one Volume Bible Commentary, by Dummelow. o

Dr. MeGiffert in A History of Christianity in the Apostolic Ags,
- says of baptism for the dead; "It never became common in the Chrig.
%iaﬁ Churech;™ and in & f@@ﬁﬁﬁ%@'ﬁéﬁ%s ﬁ?ﬁ&’@?&ﬁti@@;ﬁs reported to.
nave existed in the %ﬁr@iéﬁiﬁﬁ and Cerinthian @@@ta s«ve but we heap
of it &@wher& @1&@@ |

As t@ %&ptigm fs% the dead in %ha Christisn Church, some form:
of 1% @xi@%@ﬁ among the ﬁﬁf@ﬁ@niﬁeg -8 Gﬁrﬁa%&an seet which Plourel

ished & Q 130 to 150, as stated by ?a@%&llian,in Q@ %@saxraaﬁ ﬂarmlsﬁ

Chep.48. "Epiphanius relates that s similar custem prevailed ameng
the Cerinthians, & still earlier sect.” (The Resurrection, p 11Z.
From the Bible and history one thing is certain, viz., that bap-

tism for the dead was neither a general doctrine, nor an accepted

www.LatterDayTruth.org



56

practice of the early Christian Church. It also appears that the
practice of 1t wes in relation to e@cagimn&i and is@l@téd cases, and
never applied as a principle covering aii»ﬁha ﬁaéﬁg As practiced
then it appears to have been nothing more than the application of
the commen baptism in ag@&ﬁiﬁﬁ&if%ﬂ@ﬁaﬁaes.ta,game who had Just died,
using a proxy in the place of the dead @eé&én; |

Baptism fér the &a&é 28 inﬁﬁ@&ﬁ&@ﬁ»iﬁﬁ@ the practices of the
ﬁharah of Jaaus Christ at Wauveo is a Qﬁiﬁa ﬁiff@r@ﬁ% ﬁhing from thax
we h&va Just dﬁsaribéﬁ aa %xis%ing in the ancient @hurﬁﬁ; 80 much zo
that the ﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@gﬁﬁ eentury vgrﬁi@n m&y %a said t@ be aitagathar
originel, This vargiax m&ksg it an ast&%liﬁh@é ﬁeetrina in th& goe=
pel of Christ, applicsble to all the dead who have died outside the
g@@@@i from the %ﬁgiﬁaiﬁg*ef the wa@lé*’a éaagﬁiﬁgéé%&&iﬁgélef'ahé‘
Redeémer from @efare the foundation of the worldi of even g?eater im-

| g@rﬁanﬁﬁ than th@ regular h&ytiﬁm ﬁaugh% by John %h@ anti%ﬁ ané oth-

ers. ﬁﬁrim%h\mﬁy”ha e ” %§tg but it %@@k ‘the latter. é&y s
ehurgh ﬁ@ bwiﬁg 4t to %h& birth after &&ﬁ%ﬁriéﬁ ﬁf iaeu%ﬁtian, chang-
@d in it& na%ar@, and in itﬁ B@ﬁﬁ@g I% hag ﬁmﬁ@%@%@ﬁ@% bﬁ% ne praw

‘ﬁ%ﬂaatﬁa
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SECTICYH 10
THE DEAD ARE IN GOD'S HAWDS

The Catholie Church perfoyms massges and offers prayers for the’
ééaé. They pray Ly the righteous salnte, and pray for the unrighte--
ous pouls in purgatory. The ﬁ&@iﬂa@vﬁﬁﬁﬁkﬁ and Romens performed cer-

- tain ceremonies in behall of the dead, ns alse the Jews. Angestrall .

worehip ie common in the East, Many

peoples perform varicus rites an
peremonies in manifesting thely continuing interest in the departed.
The Moymon Chureh mot only baptizes for the dead, but also performg

marriages for the dead and bring forth childven in their name, The
disposition to do something for the dead seems to be %ﬁivswsaic

The first works performed for the dﬁ@é in the Chrigtian Church .
was in @aptigigg for the dsad; at Corinth; and wﬁiah was &&ﬁﬁx'fﬁaaﬁ
among at leanst two g%ﬁ&# groups. In later times this @rﬁﬁﬁiﬁé'araﬁg

inte the restored churéh st Neuvoo, in sbout 1841, In &ll such prey-

ers and works men assume more or less of consern and responeibility
for ﬁhﬁlé&&ég making the dead a’ﬁﬁﬁyﬁﬁuﬁi burden upon the living,.
Saahnaggu@@ﬁisa is nesdless; unwarrented, and useless. B
§QVQr has God imposed upon the living any burden of r&agﬂﬁgibil~
ity as pertaining to the deads The care of the living and the afsli!
faire of thie world tax the full energies of the living and the faitl
ful performas
this world and the next God has placed an impenetrable wall, so that

decof thess dutles is &ll that Ged reguiress Between\\

mén in the flesh may net go to the world beyond, neither may the .
gpirvite of the departed return heve., Nelther is*%h@?e,aﬁy line of
sommunication whereby information ean pass beétwsen the one and the
others The separstion is so utterly aamgzﬁﬁﬁ as te T@mﬁﬁé’&li di=

regt responslibility of elther one for the sther, Likewise all dee

www.LatterDayTruth.org



pendeney between silther one and the pther geases. One verse in the
common versions of the Bible suggests that such dependengy exisiey
“That they without u%ﬂﬁhaazd not be made perfect;” {(Hebo11340)3 dbut
thig iﬁ ¢hanged in t&a inayir@& version %ﬁ read, %%ha@ without suf-
f@?ﬁﬁ@% they ecould a&% be made perfect.” The Epirit of th@ Lar@
leaves no ground for dependeney here, ‘ | |
Vhet 1ittle the Lord has seen proper to ?&V%&E aeﬁ@%fniﬁg the .
spirit world jﬁ@%ifi@ﬁ the conglusien t&ﬁﬁ God h@iﬁﬁ %hﬁ s;iri%g of
all men in his own hands. Paul wrote, "To this end Christ both dled
&ﬁﬁ rose and ravivéﬁ; tﬁ@% he might %@»i@&ﬁg kaﬁ@ of %ﬁ@,§%§§ ag&x f
living.® Abinadl said, "The Sen reigneth, and hath power G?&?‘th%
dead," (108,8354). Jesus said to Johm, I hold the keye of desth .
and of hells® It was xawa3l§é to ﬁiﬁ% fthat ﬁhé ﬁ@ifﬁﬁ& of &li‘maﬂ;
as soon &s they are ﬁa@&rﬁeﬁ‘fram this mortal body, ... are taken -
hﬁ@@ %e‘%ﬁaﬁkﬁ@é vho geve %hﬁ&yiif@g P ?ﬁ@ spirits &fk%h$ righ§g@x-
oug are r@&%ﬁ@@é inte a state @f happiness, which i% ealled @&?&ﬁ%&%u
ses The ﬁpirﬁ%@ of the wicked ««s 8hell be gast out inte outer darke
ness,” {ﬁim& 3@2@3*4%}; Christ é@@l& w&th 21l these %aaar@ing to
his will and ‘purpose, and ﬁt is written ﬁf him ﬁh@ﬁ “hﬁ went and

‘preached unto the spirits in prison," and Peter says “the gospel is

preached to them that are deads® These all ave dependent upon - '
Christ, the one Hediator %@t@é@ﬁ God and man, th@'ﬁﬁﬁéémﬁr and Sav-
ier; T@@y are in no wise é@gﬁnﬁ&nﬁ upon their fellow w&n* vék
%ﬁ@g@@@é ﬁ@??ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ@%ﬁ@@% ﬁ@@%é@@ th@ dead &ﬂﬁ the 11?&&@ are %&@
the deceptive work of evil @@ir*%ﬁ whﬁ are in thﬁ world but were nev-
er in the flesh, Against such the goriptures decry, Isaish speais. of
those who say,; "Seek unto then that have fﬁmxlﬁax spivitey, and unte
wizarde that peep and mutterg® and aﬁéa‘?@y?ﬁvzagiyg “should not a
people seek unto their God? for the living to heay from the dead."”

(Isaiah 83:1%9). The only source of information’ &eHee¥dingothe dead
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is through the revelation of God, The rich man of the parable who
found himsel? in hell desived keenly to send back to his brothers a
w&rniﬁg that they might svold conming thers, but he was méé permitied
B0 4o 80.

. In a few instances the Lord hes used departed prophets or other
holy men; sending them to men eon earth on appointed misgslonsgswhich
suoggests that the rightecus retain an interest in the welfare of nen
on sarths They cows as messengers of Christ and not on any affalirs
of thely owne Otherwise the grave is silent., The import af this g

great silence vetween the dead and the living is that at death the

apportunity for wﬁﬁﬁ%&‘h@%@ censes; a1l social vesponsibility comes

wled to pray for the dead

to an ends We are neither sdvised nor commar
much less te perform ovdinances for them, Whether the dead pray for
the living we do not know. Perhaps the righteous do. We do lmow
that "the Spirit 1tself maketh intarecession for us," and "Christ that
died +» also maketh intercession for us." (Rom.B8:26,34). oA
 With the rvemoval of all responsibility of the living toward thei\
dead; all dependency of the dead upon the livings and the practieally

unication between the itwe, baptism fow

complete severing of all comnm
the dead remaine an unnecessary snd useless provision, and an unwarpe
vanted human intervention inm the affalrs of God wnd his subjects. It

seeks to go beyond the bounds of h€““¢'$%$§@3%i§$1i@? and righteoust

endeavor appointed of God, o enter realms beyond the veil which man

has never s@en, and where Cod is suprens ﬁnﬁ %hﬁ§ﬁ$ﬁ%2¥ able to do
according to his will.

A point of inconsistency arises heve iﬁ gonneotion with baptisn. ©
for the dead,; in that, while it @@fﬁéxma a physiecal ordinance 5%@@@
edly te change their sbtatus in some way in the gpirit world, yet

those who perform such ordinances ean do nothing else to improve
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the status eof those for whom they are bapiiged. DBaptism impiies pre-
vious guidance and subseguent helps bul in this cage man supplies
neither. If all the preliminary and subsequent help belongs to the
Lovrd to provides; is he not alse able to perform all that is requisite
in sud for the souls of %ﬁ@@ﬁ éi&@&?ﬁ%%ﬁ spirital After all; doesm
apt the change of stetus wroeught by %ﬁ%@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ gﬁ%ﬁﬁg"f%&m”@iﬁﬁiﬁ the
soul %&ya@gﬁ‘wiiziﬁg ohediencey and not by the magle of some formal
and outward sct,; netwithstanding the act may be nevessary te evidence
the inweard cghange? There ig no magi§‘§ﬁ %&§%i$ﬁg Its virtue lies in
@@gﬁ has transpired within bthe heart of the candidate before the act,

aund

what transpires efterwards The shange of status is by process
but the outward expresvion of that

wpwhtisn being

B

iﬁﬁ%ﬁ*éﬁ%ﬁgéy But baptism Tor the dead is & thing so far &@@&f&%g@
from the soul of the guppoged @@ﬁﬁié&%%«&ﬁé’i%ﬁ‘iﬁﬁ%f’%ﬁﬁégﬁﬁﬁﬁ;§%
te have no connegtions | | |
In the caseol men whe arve discarnste; and a ﬁﬁgggﬁai baptien ig-
possible; could not %ﬁ% Lerd aceept sther evidenees of %hﬁ*éﬁﬁﬂgﬁ,iﬁ,

their souls,; snd by the m@gif@aﬁ%ﬁi@ﬁ~&f higxﬁgifég*“’*ééﬁhéﬁia@ﬁﬁﬁ@f

God? The seripbures so indicete, Those who aré redesmed and saved
in the tervestrial glory inelude some who have the gospel preached.
them By the Sen in the prison, and whe, the Lord ﬁﬁy@gA?§§¢é§$éé,nﬁﬁ»
the testimony of Jesus in the flesh, bui afterward véceived 1t," that
is in the spirit worlde (D.0.7626). The '

The gospel ls adeptable o any

and every @&ﬁ&iiiﬁﬁéaﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁg;man
in thie world or the next. Baptiam %&Eﬁﬁgarﬁéf%hig world and this
world enly. It does not apply to discarnate spiritss it is net re~
guired of the dead., Human souls &@iﬁﬁ@‘%@ God snd he will save whonme
goever he will by the vayying means @rﬁaiﬁﬁé from the begiuning of

the world. Baptism for the dead is not required and has ne plage in
the Fafe ] &i}@l & www.LatterDayTruth.org



60
BRCTIOCE 11

SIN BOT IMPUTED TO MEW WITHOUT THE LAY

SAVED THROUGH THE ATORRMENT

Baptism 15 related %o sine It wap instituled begause of sin and.
spplics to such as wre under sin end guilt. Some sin brings guilt .
and some does not, and where there is ne guilt theve ig no need for

bepbism, a8 in the ease of lititle ¢hildren, who, the meripturves 887

have ne nesd of baptiam,

3

Sin exists in two forms, original and personals Original sin is
the wrong that springs from ilpulss due to inherent evil resulfing
from the fall of Adam, and committed in ignorance of the law, or 1t

without disser

ning its evil naturve, Personal sin is that wrong whick

man ﬁé@%ﬁ%‘iﬁ%&ﬁﬁi@ﬁ@&lyg knowing that it is gine H
Original sin is that portien of human wrongs for which men are

- not direetly vesponsible, which atiaches no guils %@'%ﬁﬁmy‘ﬁﬁ@~l@&?§%

them within the divine favoy, or as éﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%&é by Mormon, "alive in

Christ.* The atonement of Christ sxtended to all men the remissicn

granted to Adsm, Tull and usqualified se pertaining to original sin,

~ Hemee, men are not held to aceount for it in the day of judgment.

Po such baptisn does not applye | SR
Perponal sin; or intentional siny is not ineluded in the broad

?ﬁ?gi?%ﬁ%%ﬁ'ﬁ§%§i@& aﬁ%@m&%ﬁﬁ@%ﬁy'{&% it wers) by the atonement of

but comes under & different provision of the gospel law. Tt

Christ,
results from delibsrate choiece under conditions of light and under~
g%anﬁi&g'whgrééﬁ the transgressor is-&ﬁ&%@va?'ﬁigh% and wronge It
involves & man in guilt and gondemnstien, estrangling him from God,
snd ean be forgiven only by the law of repentancs the fivet fruits

of which is bapiism. {Mevoni 8:28). "The fulfilling the commandments

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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bringeth remission of sins.® {Ibid}),

Thuag it is %ha% children whose wrongs are innesent wrongs are \ .\
without gnilt, and always acceptable to Godj and if they die they dic
in ﬁhﬁi%ﬁ and sre saved, In mich the pame cless are the adulis who:
have grown up without ayk&@w&g&gﬁ of Christ and hie law, They may do
many wrong thiags bhut not &i&%&xﬁiﬁg right from wrong they are withe
out guilt. ?h@'wﬁgngg are not held against themy the merey @f Christ
through his %ﬁ%ﬁ%@%ﬁ@ %@?ﬁ?% them, snd they are ascepitable o God,.
and when they die they are saved. Slnce baptism is "unio the remis-
sion of gins," and sines sin iz not inmputed to cuch as we &a@g Just
daperibed, it is apparent that baptism does not apply Lo them, They
have no need for ﬁ%ﬁ‘?@%,%ﬁ@%ﬁ%&ﬁg of infants, snd the attempt to.
£it baptism to those who have lived and died without knowing the law,

by haviag &vyr@xy h@gﬁi@&ﬁ;iﬁ ﬁhﬁifﬁi@ﬁﬁ&,i&a altogether beside the
gospel requirements, The prophet is justified who sald that "such..
%&g%iﬁﬁ.&?@ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ ﬁﬁﬁ&iﬁg «» ia mocBery befare God; * ﬁﬁﬁ i@ gutting
trust in dead works.® {(HMoroni %528},

In section 2 we showed t%&ﬁ baptism has its zimi@&@i@msg and here

we have shown mors fully what those 13@@%&%%&%3 ares 1t has its pur=

pose and place in the gospsl, but the Lord never instituted baptiem
for the guiltless, and he has declered infants and those who knew. no
law to be such. God's work of salvation Tits the varying cenditions
of men; | , A
Heses established a law in Isvael providing that if any man s¢§¢
ned ignorantly he @hﬁﬁié,%ﬁ!f@?ﬁi?ﬁﬁgv%ﬁﬁ_if he sinned prasamytgéa@»
ly he %h%ﬁiﬁ,%ﬁ gut off from the pecple, i%ﬁ§gi Q?*%ijxk ?ﬁ% prive
einle iﬁ?ﬁk@%ﬁ here belougs in the gespel though with greater merey

4o the presurpiuous men. The sin of the ignovant was not Lo be held

agalnet him. The Lord deels differently with sin cowmitted in ignor-

ance from that comnitied wilfilly. \\'\\'\\'.Lattm‘DuyTruthm‘g



In this section we are giving a list of the scripiures which
get Torth the willfaﬁé vurpoes of God regarding those who die withs
out & knowledge of the gospel, including iﬁf&ﬁﬁﬁg“aﬁﬁ‘%§@§>@haﬁ Proe
vision he has made for their salvation, These seriptures iaa?a_mg
~other gonclusion than that baptism does ot enter in to the lives .
of these persens in any way vhatsoever, Saptism for the dead in nev-
ey mentioned, |

Jesus

Matbt,18:1), Byt these 1ittle ones havse no nesd of repentance,
and I will save them. égae Ins.Ver.verses 1 to 14). .

John %3%1@ It ye wa%@‘%liﬁ&g ye should have no sins but maw yﬁ
snyy We sse; therefore your @in remaineth, v

John 15322, If I had not come and spoken uate them, they h&ﬁ not
nad sine

John 15324, Ef I had a@% done among %ﬁﬁﬁ.%ﬁ% works which nene
other wan dids they had net had sin, ;

Hatt,25:35, Behold your fathers did it through igaoremee, but
you do ﬁ@%g %mwyaf@r@ their sins 5&&11 be upon your h@ﬁd%&

- ?&g@

N

Rom,3820, Fovr ay the law is the kﬁ@g&@ﬁgé of sin.

Rom, 4115, For where no law is, thereis no transgression,
Rom.5313, Vet sin is not imputed %a»gﬁaaﬁ whe have no law,
Roie737, I had not mm sin, but by the law, .
ﬁﬁmﬁﬁglﬁa For as meny as h&?& ginned without the law shall al;e

perish without law; snd as many a5 have sinned in $the law shall be
j udged %y the law,.

 Jame; "

Jase4517, Therefore to him that knoweth te do good, and doeth it
noets; Yo hinm 3t ig sin.

2 Hephi %:&Qmﬁﬁ Fherefors he bath given & lew: and whers there
is no law given there is ne punishment; and where there is no pun-
ieghmenty thers ie no @ﬁ&mﬁ%ﬂ&%&%ﬂa and whers there is no ceondeuna~
tion, tba mergies of the Heoly One of Isyael have claim upon them; be-
csuse of the atonements for they are delivered by the npowsy of hims
for the atonement setiefieth the demands of his justice upon all
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thope who have not the law given to them, that they are delivered
from that awful monster, death and hell, and the devil, and the lake
of fire and brimstone, which ig endless tormenti and they are restor-
ed to that God who gave them breath, which is the Holy Cne of Israel.
But woe unto him that has the law given; yes, thalt has all the com-
mandments of God, like unto us, and that transgresseth them, and .« -
that wasteth the days of his probationi for ewful is his statel And
woe unto the deaf that will not hear: for they shall pesrisgh. Woe une
to the blind that will net ses: Tor they shall perish also.

dosish

Hoseltl06-124, {Referring to the secourging of Christ, his eruci~
fixion, resurrection, and his standing to Judge the world), And be-
hold, all these things are deney that a righteous Judgment might
gome upon the ghildren of men. For behold, and also hiz blood atonw
eth Tor the sins of thoge who have fallen by the itransgression of ..
Adem, who have died; not knowing the will of God concerning them, or
who heve ignorantly sinned. DBut woe, woe unto him whe knoweth that
he rebelleth against Gody for salvation cometh to none such, exeept
it be through repentance and faith on the Lord Jesus Christe esee -
Little children ... they are blessed; for behold as in Adam, or by.
nature they fall, even sgo the blood of Christ atoneth for thelr sins,
For behold he Jjudgeth,; and his jJudgment is Just, and the infant per-
isheth not, thet dleth in hie infancye oes o ik

lose B354-88 ..s The Son reigneth, and hath power over the deadg
therefore, he bringeth to pass the resurrection of the deads seee -
(Refers to those who rose from the dead at the time of Christ's rese
urrection as belng those who were obedient to the law, snd then re-
fers to others) ...And these are they whe have part im the first . ..
resurrectioni snd these are they that have died before Chrisgt same,.
in thelr ignorance; not having salvation declared unto them. And shu:
God bringeth aboul the restoration of these; and they have & part:in
the first resurrection,; or have ebernal life, beling redeemed by the
Lords And 1little children also have eternal 1lifes wee The Lord re-
deemeth none such that rebel against him, and die in their sins; vea,
even all thoge that have perished in thelr sing ever since the world
begang that have wilfully rebelled against God,. that have known the
commandments of CGod, and would not keep themj; these are they that
have no part in the {irst resurrestions, .. Salvation cometh io none
suchs for the Leord rédeemeth none such, (See full text).

Yormon

Horoni 8:4-28; .eo Little children are whole, for they are ne¢ -
“capsble of committing siny therefore the curse of Adam is taken from
them in me, that it hath no power over them; ... baptism ig unto v
pentance o the fulfilling the commandments unto the remission of«
sins. But 1ittle children are alive in Christ, even from the founda-
tion of the worlde. eee A1l 1little children are alive in Christ, and
alse all they that are without the law, For the power of redemption
cometh on all they that have no lawj wherefore he that is not condemn
edy, or he that is under no condemnation, can not repents and unto.. |
such baptism availeth nothing, But it is mockery before God, denying
?h@ mercies of Christ, and the power of his Holy Spirit, and putting
trust in dead works., Behold, my song, this thing ought not 4o beg
for repentance is unto them that are under condemnation, and under
the curse of a broken law. www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Alma

Alma 15356, ... He that ‘moweth not good from evil is blameless;
but he that knoweth good and evil, to him it is given accerding to
his desiress whether He desires good or evil, 1ife or denth; jﬁy or
remorse of gonseience.

Jogerh Smith

D C 28313,14, Little children are redeemed from the foundation
of tha Werlé, through mine only Begotten; wherefore they can not sin.
ossAnd againg I say unto youy thal whoso having knowledge, have I
not commanded to repent? and he that hath no understanding, it re-
maineth in me to do mecording as i% is wri&%&n.

D C 7636, {Terrestrial &ré&r} These are they who died with@ut
laws and alse they are they who are the spirits of men kept in @@1&»
ony whom the Bon visgited and §x&aah@§ the gospel unto them.

D ¢ 45510, Then shall the heathen netions be redeemed anﬁ they
%ﬁaﬁ knew no law- %&@il have part in the first resurrection.

This last is not from the seriptures but frem Church ﬁiﬁﬁary§
Vole2y v 16, "Thus came the volee of the Lord unto me seyingi~ ﬁll
whe have died withoul a knowledge of the gospel, who would have ne-
ceived it if they had been permitited o tarry; shall be heirs of ¢the
celestial kingdom of Gods and also all that die henceforth without
& knowledge of 1%, who would have received it with all their hearts,
ghall be heirs of that kingdom, for I, the lord, will Judge all men
acoording to their works, according to the desires of their hearts,v

These ave @@r&ptmrﬁ; ;@gag ;he‘alﬁawa have largely overlooked:in
thelr study of ﬁh& plan of salvation, %u& they ﬁt&ﬁﬁ as the word of
the &@ré and are true., Had they been understood h&@%i%m for the dead
would never have for & moment been eonsidered, -much lesg received ..
by the churech. These alone refute the whoele doctrine of baptism fop

the dead, Tﬁ@ Book af Hormon is p@rﬁiéuiarﬁy clear uy@é this matier,
and had the early churech a@ug&@‘mara diligently and discovered its
teachings on this ﬁﬁi&% it would ag% have %@%ﬁ 1@& aaﬁ?aya As it w&&s
the Lord veproved the chureh for having *@re&téé lightly the things
%ﬁiﬁﬂ they had received.,” Let us ?sviaw the 1@&dimg points of t%gﬁe
texte:t

Children are alive in Christ having no sin, need no repentance
and baptism, and are saved through the mersies of (hrist

?f‘s = »f! . v ; & e % 43 3 % - P op & fza . k] ” - - - .
Those who grow uy without & nowledge @ngﬁﬁ%%ﬁx@$%ﬂ§%§ gospel
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4o not have sin imputed to tﬁgmg and aaaﬁ%@uaﬁtly are without guilt,
can not ragan%g end are altogether putside the requirements of bap-
tiame ’h@ power of éhriﬁﬁﬁﬁ redemption by the &%ﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ gaves them.

Those who havs. %h& kmswleﬁgﬁ and @@p@r%ﬁni%y of the lﬁw by which
gin is defined to them, and by choice continue in sin; such sin be-
ing strietly personal and not attributable to Adam's itransgression,
agm% under @émﬁema@ﬁi@ﬁg having guilt atteching to thems ?h@g@ are .
%hﬁy[af whon ?@?ﬁé?&ﬁéﬁ‘iﬁ‘ﬁﬁ&&m@ﬁég‘&ﬁﬁ @f:whﬁm %&?%isﬁ'ié ?@qﬁi%&ﬁ
which if they cbserve bring forgiveness and salvation. If they rew~
Jeot these raqaiﬁﬁmaﬁﬁﬁ they die in their ﬁins and a&m n&%'%é*éav@&«

Those who have livad faiﬁhfally under the gospel law %ill cone
forth in the firwﬁ resurrection and be with Christ, o |

. Those who lived and ﬁi%ﬁ}ﬁ&ﬁ wnowing the gospel law, who are -
saved through the merey of Christ by the atonement, will also come
forth in the first resurrection, th@%@h;ﬁ@p&r&tﬁiy from the ﬁ@iﬁtg,
They "have pari in tha;§i£3% rﬁaar?a&%iam;“'{E#@*aﬁsg?«ﬁg;anﬁkéﬁs?;
10, show that the first resurrection will be in twe perts). ..
| In the light of %h%g wondrous display %frf@?%&$$§ §$uﬁh,%h$Wiﬁg
the great merecy, wisdom and power of Christ in bringing about the;
salvation of man, baptism for the d@&é appears for just what it igs-
an inferior, unworthy, incompetent, and inept doetrine; ineffective;
naving neither power or forge; and lacking the authority and approve
al of God, It reveals not one redeeming feature, the one feature ..
which it claims for itself, viz., that it is the mesns of ﬂ%?ing~ﬁﬁ@
dead who otherwise would be loat, being ia.ﬁiraa%»eeaf;iat;wiﬁh,@h@
divine plan previously revealed of God by wﬁiah 3&&% éﬁ$ﬁ $?@ saved.
It sppears &ﬁkﬁ'%ﬁﬂt?%ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ?yg perversive, and @&bgﬁituﬁi@m&i doge

trine, having ite origin in other than divine sources,

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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| GUD'S UETHOD OF SAVING THOSE WHO DIE WITHOUT
A KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOSPIL |

The gospel was designed of the Lord from before the beginning. of
the wﬁﬁlﬁ;‘&ﬁﬁvﬁﬁris% the Son of Cod was prepared %o carry out it@'

in svery:

provisions. Tt was adapted to every condition of every man
agég there was or would be nmo soul whose ﬁéaég were not fully cover-
ed by it, the Lord knowing beforehand what those needs would bes,

Since the grester part of mankind would live and die without. .
xnowing of the plan of salvation and without being able to fulrill
8ll its requirements, it is certain that their needs would be met
by God's perfect plan. The seripiures tell us how God gﬁeviéaﬁ for
them, ' | ‘

The modern doctrine &f’%&é%i@w for the dead is sald teo be the.i:
way of Ged's ﬁx&%igiﬁn for such as die without opportunity of 3é§§§g
to God in this life, their obedisnce to the law 6f baptism being coar-
ried out through & proxy or substitute person being baptized in thei:
NEMGS o .wﬁ‘ﬁa?é alreéady shown that %his'ﬁﬁgﬁ%iﬁe i8 not according to
the seriptures, and is in conflict with the divine plan revealed
therein, | e ST e

Those who die in ignorence of the law are not left without oppor-
Ctunity for ever, Peber declared that the “gospel is @yﬁaeﬁaé to them
that are dead.® ﬁhrigﬁ‘himﬁélf'yﬁﬁaaﬁ%ﬁ to the spirits in &?i@eﬁ;~

and Bnoch was shown that many of them found merey in @h?iﬁ%’&ﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁze

forth with him in his r@gurﬁ@@%i@mg‘aﬁﬁ ﬁ%aﬁﬁ on the righ%;haﬁﬂ of
God. {(Gen 7:164), Joseph Smi%h‘li%ﬁwiﬁﬁvgaﬁ the terrestrial world,
“they whe died without law, and alse th§§gwﬁé are the spirits of men
kept in y?ig@a whom the Son visited, and preached the gospel unto
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th@mg? and they were saved in %he‘t&%r&gﬁfiaifglﬁgyy having come .
,f§rtk,im the fira%‘reﬁuryﬁg%ian. Abinadi, ggé&king'kyiéhé’g@war\éf
%ﬁa Holy Ghost, told &f’%ﬁa#é;%hﬁ had ai@é “not having salvation de-
elared unto them," and said "They have eternal 1ife, being &&ﬂ%eméﬁ~
by the Lord." 411 these game under gospel ministration in the apii-
it world and were brought to salvation, having never been baptized
on sarth) neither is there any hint @f aay others having been bap-
tized for them,

The gospel of salvetion designed from before the foundation of
the world provided that those who had ne epportunity in this life..
ghould be redeemed by the atonement ﬁf'ﬁh@igﬁi%@%ﬁ@@ﬁ%ﬁ%hﬁ[%ﬁ&kﬁ»@f;
théVZQWg” Jesus sald, I came not to eall the righteous, but sinners
te vepenbtance,*® The rightecus are thoss to whom sin ls not impulbeds
1ittle children, and those who never knew the law. They are without
guilt, snd need neither repentance nor bapbism. The eall of God to\
them in the spirit world is not to repentance mnd %ég%iﬁms %h%§ are.
saved through justice and merey made operative through the atonement

of Chrigt, and by the ?@@ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ%i@ﬁfﬁgiﬁ” of 4Adam is %%k%§5$ﬁ&y frém

them, while personal sin does not ettach to them, There is no rea-
son why they sghould not be saved; snd there is no reason why they

should be condemned. : v

Let us look & little e¢loser ints human nature, Original sin, as

it is usually called, has two phases; First, inherent evil which ).
comes to every soul born inte the world, being inherited from sncés-
tors as far back as Adam, This evil, which is a perversion of na-
ture, is not laid te the charge of men. They are innocent of it..)-
This inherent evil belongs to the flesh snd dies when the body diés,
in faet death is God's plan for getting rid of it, and when he re.
ereates the bodies of wmen in the resurrection this evil element is

.I%ﬁi«)l-g ?}}2% i 8

not restorved; the perversity has bheen destreved fer.
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the divine purpose in death, it being a part of the gospel process
physieally to his

as mich as is the reﬂafraa%iaa in restoring man
pristine estate, o
The E@é@ﬁd phase of @%ﬁgiﬁal ﬁinbﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ of wrongful actions
or attitudes which ﬁgrmﬁlzy result from inherent evil, the wrongf ulw
‘neaﬁ of whi@h is not discerned %y those whe @@mmiﬁ theme ¢hildren do
ﬁ»ﬁy Wrong %ﬁiﬂga from im@aiﬁﬁ %ﬁ%ﬁeut kﬁgwing the m&%&r@ of %hamﬁ
Heathen @%ﬁﬁlﬁﬁ follow many ways and customs which are ﬁ%@ﬂr@y at
varisnes wi%h truth aﬁ§ §§gh%g ﬁﬁ% %%@wiag'ﬁﬁﬁﬁ they are ﬁﬁaﬁg bug
believing tham to %@ Proper &nﬁ rights Iﬁkmﬁﬁﬁ ai?ilzsﬁd and even .
so~called Qﬁrﬁsﬁirf lands no aaa%t many sotions of mAny persons Gohe
within this class of sins, that is, committed through ignorance, not

understanding the law of God, (The Loxrd alone is able to judge of-

all these), It is this class of eins which is given a blanket re-
miﬁgiﬁm %y the Lowd under the ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁt; for they add ne pguils te:
those who commit them, The statement of ﬁariyﬁara isy "I have fore
given thee thy transgression in the g&rﬁﬁn af Edens ﬁ@n@@ cane th@\
saying aﬁraaﬁ gmong the people, %haﬁ %ﬂ@ Sen of God hath %tan%ﬁ Lo
original gamztg Wh%r@iﬂ the %imﬁ of tﬁ& garﬁnta ﬁan not be &ﬁﬁw@?%d
upon the heads of the ehii@w@ny f@? t&@y are Wh@l@ frﬁm~%h$ founda~
tion of the world." (Gen.6355-56), .
Tans all evil and sin which is not Wilfui‘ia removed by Christ,
who came into the world to "take away %h@ $iﬁ,$f the @éfi&:%3$uahxa‘
evil and sin do not come under the gosnel law of ra@aﬁt&%&éﬁgaé bape
tism, these requirements being provided to @@?@?~iﬁ%@ﬁkiaﬁ&i or wilw
ful sin, or those guilty of personal sin. Baptism is not arbitrary
as applying to every soul regardless of the conditions ﬁnﬁér whieh
he lived and died, I% is a law wﬁisﬁ has i%s bounds and limitations.

Yhere it applies 1t is required, and where it does noet apply it is
not reguired. www.LatterDayTruth.org
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God is & God of jJustice and of mé?ayﬁ Justice is governed by mer
¢y, and merey is always Just, ¥ith God it could not be otherwises
The justice ﬁf God would net permit the hoets éf“%&@ﬁ& souls whose |
‘only sin was ﬁﬁaﬁ they were born under the eurse §§ Adam, to go down
to eternal desth. God sent them to this world to inherit this condie
 %§@@ of evil, and where @hﬁ?vﬁﬁﬁﬁ left in ignerence of anything bete
ter they were not responsible feor thelr condition, It remained God's
regponsibility to redeem them, and ﬁﬁi@ he purposed to do. It is.
said that Christ died %% gatigly the justice of Cod, and an &ﬁci@nt
iﬁ%ﬁ%@?&%ﬁ%i&ﬁ of this sbatement which grossly misrepresents God
still persistes vize, %%&% God was so offended at the infraction of

enelty, so that his Son came to suf-

hig law thet he must demand & p
fer and ﬁ%éjiﬁ,ax@i&%iﬁg of man's eins and te satiefy the anger of:

Gode éﬁéﬁ an i%%%?@@@@@%i%ﬁ giv@% to Christ a charseter superior to
that of the Pather. It is wrong, God saw that men would innocentiy
suffer a perverted nature because of Adam's transgression, togethsr
with the %x&ﬁﬁgwasﬁi%ﬁg of %ﬁ%@fﬁ,iﬁ the line of sncestry, and be-

canse of this evil they could net dwell in the presenee of God nox
in his kiﬂgﬁﬁﬁ,l
an rece which God could not stand by and permit without violating. .

This would work aﬁﬂ extrene iﬁ&ﬁ&%ﬁa@ upon the hume-

his own guality of justiee, So Christ came to redeem man from this
condition thus preserving the Justise of Cods. Hercy was the means of
satiefying justice.

In &ll this great plan there is neither need nor place for bape

tism for the desd, It denies the mercy of God and mekes his Justice
like Shylock's, ay%iér&xy and exasting, It mmkes the law of God se
unyielding that thede is ne adapting of it to the varied conditions
and cireumstances of human 1life., It is ne ?&yz of the gospel of

Christe
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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SBCTICHE 13
THE BOOK OF MORMON ON BAPTISH FOR THE DEAD

Baptiem for the dead is hob wmentioned by name in the Beok of .
Mermens yet that book does gontain the clearest, strongest teaching
on that subject of any of our k@ax@'ﬁg'aﬁwiyﬁﬁra;‘?%&% teaching is
in a&aﬁgﬁg@%ian,@f the doetrine and appears to have been given as \\
the 1%;; word divest from the Lord as & warning to the church of lat-
ter days against the innovation that wes to come, IRt

 Hormen veeeived this instructien, in part, as the direct word of
Jesus Christ, and in part as the revealment of the Holy 8pirit, in o
angwer %o his petition, Baptism of 1itile children had been im?rﬁéuew
ed in the Vephite nation which was then dissolving in apostasy, and -

ht the mind of the Eﬁ?ﬁlﬁygﬁ it, Apparently he was not ub-

Hormon soug
ie to reach the people with his message, but wrote 1t in & letier to
his son Yoroni who kept it during his mﬁny-ygﬁﬁﬁ afwgaaésriﬁg%&néiin
writing the closing chapters of his fatﬁé?*a—ﬁe@k iﬁé%rgégaééé‘iﬁux
therein. This was just prioy to his depositing the saered record in
%ﬁa‘ﬁﬁzl in New York whers fourteen @@ﬁﬁ%?ﬁ%g ister 1t was revesled
to Joseph Smithe | VL
 This remsrkeble message is recorded in Noroni the eighth chapter,
and covers two phases of the a&%@@éﬁ of baptisme Fivet, the baptien -
of infante; second, baptizing fer the dead, though aét directly nam-
ad as such, | .
The hi

gh points of the message on infant baptism are that it is
*a gross error;” that ﬁii%ﬁiﬁ children are wh&iﬁ;ﬁ and "not gapable
of committing sin," that iuherited evil or "the curse of Adam is. -
teken from them'in Christ, That the baptism of children is a "sol-
enn mogkery belfore Uods, That baptism applies only o those who are

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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"accountable and cspable of commitiing sing" and "1ititle children
need no repentsnee, neither bapiism,® and "they are pariakers of sal-
vation.

HMormon, without & break, gently pssses from the first phase of
nis meseage to the second dealing with adulte. e had just seid, s
speak boldly, God hath commanded me, Listen unto them snd giv& hesd,

or they stand agalanst you at the ﬁuégﬁﬁﬁ%‘ﬁﬁaﬁ of Christ.®

"Por behold that all little children are alive in Christ, and
alse all they that ave without the low.®

Here he moves over Trom his consideration of children te another
vlass of humaﬁity'«ﬁﬁﬁsﬁ who did méﬁ kxnow the law of Christ, and -
from here on his message deals with this glass in relstion to bap-
%13&@ | | Coe

After meking it clear thet 1little ehildren have no need of bap+.
tism %%@%ﬁ%& they are alive in Christ, he applies this with all elge
ﬁ%'ﬁaﬁyﬁaié of them to the other ¢lags in saying "and also all they'
thet ave without the law) The secénd class come under the same pro-
vislons as the Tirst. Both are alive in Christ. ¥either can repentl
aoy %ﬁ'%ﬁytiﬁﬁﬁg harving no knowledge of sueh things, and if or when
they dle they are %&?@ég Tisten further: | covn g

ﬁax the. power of r%ﬁﬁmytiaﬁ cometh on all they that have no lﬁ%“
wherefore, he that is not condemned, or he that is under ne condenm-
nation, osn not vepent; and unto such baptiem availsth nothing. But

it ie mockery before God, denying the mercies of Christ, and the
power of his Holy Spirit, and putting trust in dead works. .

The very ones fer which it is said baptiem for the dead was in- . -
stituted, vizes those "who should die without e knowledge of the gos-
pel, " (D,0,110:5), are here declared to have no need for baptism,. .
that they are saved by the mercies of Christ, that unto such baptism
availeth mﬁtﬁiém@ 7e have here a plain contradiction between the

teaching of the Book of Uormon and that of the Doetrine and Covenants,
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Will those who hold to baptism for the dead @xgl&iﬂ?

But why should Mormon bring in those whe know not the gospel, an
now nothing about repentance and baptism in this life, while discus
ing bantigm? Those @@éyie are not pervertiang tﬁe ordinance, The sin
of the Hevhites wasg in %&ytisiaguiéfaﬁtﬁﬁ not in*b&gﬁizimg &éu1§$'
who hnew nothing about ity seo %&&E;ﬁhig instruction and warning a= ..
gainst baptiem for the ignorant who died without the gospel, did not
coneern the people of thet day, Feither is the doctrine of ha@£i$m¥
Tor thie class of people taught in modern times by either the &éﬁhm
oliec or Protestant churches. There is one place and one only where
this sharp warning message of Hormon applies -~to the restorved ahuxﬁh
of latter days. By iis socceptance of the docirine of baptism for ius
dead, and the pragtice of ity it became the only people, &néia&t or
modern who were applying baptism to those who had died without a ..
knowledge of the gospel. The warning is nﬁtl&gaiﬁﬁt the dead; 1t i
ﬂéﬁ against Catholic or Protestant, but ageinst those who are bap~
tiging for the dead,

Under the power of the Heoly Spirit Yormon speaks with all the
energy of his soul. There was somevhere an urgent need for his mes-
BaZe a8 was known to the Spirit of God and Mormon was chosen as the
messenger to convey ite It comes by the will and power of God to the
chureh of latter days, declaring that baptiesm, as peritaining to the
dead, "is a mockery before God, denying the mercies of Christ, and
the power of his Holy Spirit, and putting trugt in dead works.® le
further warns that "this thing ought not to bey for repentance is
unto them that are under condemnation, and under the curse of a brok-
en lawe" |

Thus baptism for the dead stands condemned by God and by Hormon.
It is no part of the gosnel, bul rather vitistes that

. . . % ., . %, . e ?'_Lw ‘fq ?“1 § o
goepel covering the salvetlon of those who kpew net of Christ,

r——
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