“ Condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even all, and shall remain
until they repent, and remember the New Covenant, even the Book of Mormon and
the former commandments. not only to say, but to po, according to that which I have

written.”—D. & (. Sec. 83, Par: 8.
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TRANSLATION OF NEPHITE
RECORDS.

Not by Urim and Thummim, but by
a Seer Stone.

Ep. Rerurx: As you have solic-
ited contributions for publication, I
send you an article which if youn
think worthy you can give a place
in the celumns of Tar Rervrx.

On page 12 of tlie ‘*Address’’
David Whitmer gives a description
of the translation of the Book of
Mormon:

¢ Joseph Smith would put the seer
stone into a hat, and put his face in
the hat, drawing it closely around
his face to exclude the light, and in
the darkness the spiritual light would
shine.

¢¢A piece of something resembling
parchment would appear, and on
that appeared the writing. One
character at a time (from the plates)
would appear, and undér it was the
interpretation in English.”’

He (David Whitmer) says on page
32: ‘“After the translation of the
Book of Mormon was finished, early
in the spring of 1830, before April
6th, Joseph gave the stone to Oliver
Cowdely and told me as well &s the
rest that hé was through with it.
And he did wnot use it any more.
He said he was through the work
that God had given him the gitt to
perform, except to preach the gos-
pel.”’

On another page he deseubes the
stone as being egg shaped,and as be-
ing of a’ chocolate color. He also

says that after the death of Oliver
Cowdery, Elizabeth Cowdery, his
wife, delivered the stone to Phineas
Young, who carried it to Salt Lake
City. Some seven or eight years
ago I met in Independence the Salt
TLake church historian, whose name
was Jennings, if I missake not, who
told me that he had often seen the
stome, and corroborated David
Whitmer’s description of it, and said
it was kept as a relic among the ar-
chives of the church. Also, Elder
Richardson, who accompanied him,
told me that he had often heard the
stone spoken of as being there, but
had never seen it himself.

Many are disposed to doubt Da-
vid’s testimony in regard to the
translatien, for the reason that Oli-
ver in his first letter to W. W.
Phelps, Sept. 7, 1834, says that it
was translated by the use of *“Urim
and Thummim, or interpreters, as
the Nephites would call them.”” No
one doubts that the first 116 pages
were translated by the use of the
«“Nephite interpreters.’”” ButOliver
is silent on the loss of the 116 pages
by Martin Harris, and we had just
as well say, because of his silence,
that the 116 pages were never lost,
as to say that the remainder of the
book was not translated through the
stone, as Oliver says nothing about
it.

We think that David had just as
good a chance to know how the work
was translated as Oliver had, for
the reason that most of it was trans-
lated in David’s father’s house and
David@ himself was an eye witness
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to the translation of the greater
part of it. :

In order to corroborate David’s
statement, and to'strengthen his tes-
timony, I will introduce a copy of
an extract from a letter written by
Emma Bidamon of Nauvoo, form er-
ly the wife of Joseph Smith, the
translator, to Mrs. Pilgrim of Inde-
pendence, Mo., which is as follows:

Navvoo, March 27, 1870.

Mg=s. Preriy: I acknowledge the
recéipt of -a letter from you a long
time ago. * * * T feel it is due
to you that you should know what
was the cause of my long delay, and
also that you may know that it has
not been wilful neglect or wicked in-
difference to the subject of your
inquiry, as I always feel a peculiar
satisfaction in giving all the infor-
mation on that subject that I can.

Now, the first part my husband
translated, was translated by the use
of Urim and Thummim, and that
was the part that Martin Harris lost.
After that he used o small stone, not
exactly black, but was rather a dark
color. * * *  May God bless
you is the prayer of your sister in
the gospel. Exmva Broamon,

I hereby certify that the above is
a true extract of a letter received by
my wife from Emma Bidamon,

(Signed), G. W, Prrgri.

Independence, Mo., June 26,1895,

From the wording of the above
letter and the spirit therein mani-
fested, it is clear to my mind that
Emma could bave no other object in
her mind than that of answering
truthfully. And by referring to the
original manuseript, which can he
seen at any time at Richmond, Mo.,
it will be seen that Emma acted as
‘scribe in writing the translation as
it was given by. Joseph. This I
suppose was in the absence of Oliver,
so it is plain to be seen that Emma
knew just what she was writing, and
by what means it was translated.

About the year 1868 or 1863 Wm.
McClelan made the statement that
‘“after the 116 pages were lost Jo-

seph translated the rest of the Book

of Mormon with a stone,”” which

statement Granville Hedrick nor
none of the church here credited,
and Sister Pilgrim being somewhat
acquinted with Emma wrote her a
letter, asking if the statement hy
Dr. McClelan was true. The above
is taken from Kmma’s answer and
speaks for itself.

These are facts that came under
my own personal observation, being
an officer in the church at that time,

And it does seem to me that the
foregoing is suflicient evidence to
convince any fair minded person
that the statements made by David

Whitmer with regaxd to the trans-" -

lation are true.
Yours in the bonds of the new and
everlasting covenant.
, Joux T. CLARK.
Independence, Mo., June 27, 18935,

Modern Methods of Civilization.

When we consider the unprece-
dented increase of population in our
times, the ratio in which population
doubles and quadruples, that empires
are overthrown by rebellions, till
man again returns to a condition of
petty tribes and principalities, or a
great : judicial upheaval makes it .
necessary to clear a great part of the
earth’s territory for the future im-
migration of a purer and less con-
taminated race, who can fail to see
that strength does not so much con-
sist in external national government,
whose morals can be easily under-
sapped - by covetousness and greed,
as in the wisdom ef internal unions
and communityships? So far as the
laborer is concerned, it is better for
him to work fer the Church of
Christ without wages than to give
his time to infidels and skeptics for
a small pittance and his board, be-
cause his reward is sure in the next
world, and his heart is encouraged
because its love is pure. It is for
the common good of the Lord’s
people. The officers of the church
may not werk for pay, hence the
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necessity of common property to
support the church’s needy ones.
But how has the church to hald this
property for continnous time? We
know that human nature is false and
lies against the spirit, and that Satan

is in it. But ought we there-
fore to despise Gods work-
manship in  national  govern-

ment, a part of mnature’s require-
ment? Some regard and acknowl-
edge relationship from God’s special
and inore interior government, the
church. Are we not reaping the
benefits from blood shed in historie
~ days? War is often justice; the out-
growth of the magistrates’, justices’
and sheriffs’ duties. But the extent
te which the Christian may use his
liberty varies much. Ie may pay
tax, vote, eat meat, drink wine,
keep a Sabbath or not. If he over-
strains nature it is his fault. Proper
influence could be brought to bear,
but he is the Lord’s servant. By
means of communities owning con-
tiguous common property the evils
of money panics which must neces-
sarily be periodic, could be very
much avoided, as well as manufac-
turing thvift sustained. — Society
must come to isolated communities,
“differing in shades of opinions, but
all condemning excesses. It is the
principle of subdivision which causes
liberty and profits, and varies the
nature of occupations. I. L.
Tulare Lounty, California,

PROBLEMS OF THE HOUR.

It Is Written, ““The Love of Money
' Is the Root of All Evil.”
W. H. Harvey, Author of “Coin,” in North

American Review for July.

“What do you think of ‘Coin’s Finan-
cial School’?”

‘It has precipitated the study of the
question and points the way to its cor-
rect solution.”

“What do you think of the answers to
it, and of its critics?”

The man te whom the question was
addressed now rose, straightened himself
out and paced the floor without at first
saying anything in reply. ' Turning, he
faced his companion and said:

“That book, as the near future will

show, has aroused the prejudice of the
most dangerous and powerful element in
the world. Its critics are slaves set to
lash the author of that book, and their
master is—money. You said a moment
ago, or intimated, that religion exerted
the greatest of all influences in the
world on the action of members of the
human race. Now, I will demonsirate
to youn that religion has a master that
threw it, bridled it, broke it and enslaved
it. At the time of Christ what is now
known as the christian religien had its
origin. It was at a period when a few
owned about everything and were trying
to possess themselves of what, little the
poorer people had. It was an era of .
selfishness—personal selfishness—with a
craze for making money. Money was
worshiped and hoarded by those who had
it, and its scarciiy among the people
created a fierce competition for the small
quantity in circulation. This brought
on a congestion in business and trade,
and a very similar condition was pro-
duced to that which now exists through-
out tne world. Christ discovered the
cause ol the concentration of wealth and
preached against it. He, in a literal
sense, overturned the tables of the money
changers. Putinthe common American
English of today, he said that the system
of trading and trafficking in money and
hiring it out out for pay—usury, which
means interest—would inevitably end in
the destruction of all other industries;
that these industries yielded a profit av-
eraging less than the profits derived by
meoney changers in the way of interest
on their money; that this advantage to
the money changers, who were dealing
in the life bicod of commerce itself—on
the very existence of which commerce
depended—{finally gave to the money
lendets such a power as to bring on dis-
integration of society and with it the
debasement of the character of the
people.  Christ and his followers
preached against this system, and they
were intelligent men -who had a strong
mental grasp of the situation, but little
attention was paid to them till'it was
discovered that the people were being
cor.verted to their views. The fact was
that in a trial by fair argument there
was no other conclusion to reach. The
argument was this:

“Trade and commerce—the interchange
of products—depend on a common me-
dium of exchange, one that will as
nearly as possible register values, and
neither expand nor contract to unduly
affect the calculations of traders and
bnsinessmen. This medium of exchange
should be devoted, they reasoned, solely
to that use for which a demand had cre-
ated it, and there should be no law that
would encourage men to hoard it and
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demand pay for iis use. It would thus
have a value for exchange, but none for
hire. The money lenders at first laughed
at such an argument and said that money
.was property and it had alwaysbeen law-
{ul for men to hire out for use that
which belonged to them. Churist replied
to this by saying that, if these men were
not allowed to hire their money out for
interest, they would invest their money,
and there being ne object left thereafter
to induce them to hoard money, it would
flow freely in the chanuels of trade, an-
swer the purpose for which it was in-
tended, everyone would get some of it
and the great craze for money would
cease. He also said that his plan would
do away with a dangerous system that
eventually destroyed all other industries.
There would be no more hoarding of
money. A relaxation of the social
strain would follow, resuiting in peace
and general prosperity.”

“Of all the replies, both fair and un-
fair, which class do you regard as most
dangerous to the cause the school repre-
sents?”

“Those villifying the book and its au-
thor. I'say that for thisreason. The
book cannot be answered. The next
best thing to do is to prejudice the peo-
ple who-have not read the book against
it, so that they will not read it.”

“Yes, but does- not this, by exciting
the curiosity of the people, cause it to
be read?” the man seated inquired.

“No, not when you convince a man
that if he reads it he will read a pack of
lies; that the statements and figures are
unreliable. This removes the desire to
read the book. If you want to kill the
influence of & man, or as in thisinstance,
a book, use ridicule and abuse. By call-
ing o man an ‘anarchist,’ ‘cravk,’ ‘repu-
diator,” ‘lunatic’ and ‘blatant orator,” an
impression will be created among all ex-
cept the followers of the ‘crank’ and ‘lu-
natic’ that the man is more or less such
a person. This is the most effective
weapon that has ever been or can be used
on those who seek a reform that inter-
feres with the power of money or the
dominion of property over human hearts.
Money has ne patriotism. It has no
moral principles. If the life of the gov-
ernment were in danger tomorrow, as it

" was in 186165, the money power would
hold it up by the throat. In fact, itis
now - strangling the government. It
smiles on you when yon recognize its
power, but it will crush you if you an-
tagonize it, just asit induced Pontius
Pilate and the officials of that govern-
ment to kill Jesus and scatter His {ol-
lowers. It is now only partially
aroused; if the danger to it continues to
rise in this conutry it will exhibit all its

strength and it will be terrible! It will
seize the government. Official despotism
will follow., Men whose characters
have been molded and made by the con-
ditions leading up to the present sitoa-
tion, when elected to office become the
servants of this power. Their salaries
are not reduced; if changed at all the
salaries are raised. The purchasing
power of their dollars isincreased by the
system they defend. Their self interest
goes with the money power and they
court its favors and loek for a soft spot,
financially, on which to land at the end
of their term of office. They seemingly
become heartless concerning the common
masses——the plain people-—hence, official
despotism.

Competition that KXills.

The recent legislative investigatiop
into the condition of the ‘‘sweat shops”
and tenement clothing-makers in New
New York confirmed what has long been
known by seme and suspected by many.
Long hours of work, meagre and all but
starvation wages, the worst conceivable
sanitary conditions, constant danger of
infection, child-laborin its most distress-
ing forms—such were some of the facts
established,

It was shown that litile girls who had
never attended school worked ten hours
a day for one dollar and twenty-seven
cents a week; that over four thousand
children under sixteen years of age were
employed in the manufacture of cloth-
ing; that the certificates that they had
reached the age of fourteen years—the
age under which the New York law for-
bids the employment of children—were
issned Wwitheut vegard to truth; that
there was, in fact, s regular sale of such
certificates; that in some districts almost
the whole population lived in tenement
houses; that clothing had been made
tunder circumstances almost certain to
convey the infection of terrible dizeases
to the wearers of it.

One woman said she worked on knee
trousers, and was paid ten cents a dozen.
On each pair she had to make three but-
tonholes, sew on fifteen buttons, and
turn up and sew the boftoms. By work-
ing from five o’clock in the morning un-
til midnight, helped by her children, she
could finish about three dozen a day.
This whole family earned about two
dollars a week.

The econonic theory of free competi-
tion reaches its limit when public health
is endangered, when childrea are robbed
of education, when industrial slaves are
pitted against each other ina race for
existence under unendurable conditions.
-—Youths’ Companion.

~ SBend one dollar for THE RETURN and
keep posted for the next year,
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The ““Herald” Again.

We have felt averse tc entering
upon a war of words with those
whom we consider as erring breth-
ren, but when their leaders persist
in teaching error and discrediting
those who attempt to call attention
to said errors, we know of no more
effectual method of puncturing the
error and releasing its victims, than
to meet the aggressor on his chosen
ground and array the truth against
his fallacy.

This was clearly the methed fol-
lowed by Jesus and his aposties, wilh
their - brethren, the Jews. In the
Herald of March 27 of this year, the
editor devotes over two columns of
the editorial page to a notice of Tar
Rirvry, which bad been revived on
the first of that month.

This article, while not decidedly
unfriendly in tone, yet to the care-
ful observer, lays down a line of
objection as a base of attack.

We shall notice briefly two or
three points.

The Herald by suggestion seeis
10 question the standing of a church
which is not ¢*in existence as a cor-
porate body.”’

Perhaps it has learned that a
church, to be recognized by the law
as a legal recipient of a bequest such
as Bro. Adams made to the Church
of Christ, does not need to be in-
corporated.

It questions the standing of the
present issue of this paper with the
church at large, and desires to know
how the executors of Bro. Adams’
Will are carrying out its provisions.
Perhaps, if it has read Tri Rerury

carefully up to date, further answer
will be unnecessary.

It devotes considerable space to a
jugglery of words in an attempt to
malke Ebenezer Robinson and others
who incorporated the church at Da-
vis City, claim membership in the
church organized April 6, 1830, and
states that all those incorporators
were baptized “‘after the organiza-
tion of the High Council Feb. 17,
1834; after the call of the apostles,
Feb. 14, 1853; and after the Solenmmn
Assembly, held at Kirtland, August
17, 1835, at which the Bible, Book
of Mormon and the Doctrine and
Covenants were accepted and en-
dorsed as the standard heoks of the
church.”

The Herald might well have added
that it was also after the church had
crowned the climax of her follies on
May 3, 1884, by deliberately divore-
ing herself from Christ in a resolu-
tion in which she dropped all refer-
ence to his name and called herself
the **Church of Latter Day Saints,”
and this precious hook of ‘“Doctrine
and Covenants’’ first appeared under
that title. It may reassure the Her-
ald somewhat to know that Ebenezer
Robinson, John €. Whitiner and the
great majority of the Church of
Christ were not excessively proud of
the action of the church on April 6,
1830, .

The Herald ingeniously asks, «If
Kbenezer Robinson was a member of
the church organized April 6, 1830,
was he not made so by the baptism
of Joseph Smith, administered- by
him after the period charged by Ki
der Whitmer in the dppeci [Ab-
DRESS, We presume is meant.—kp.]
as being the time of his fall asa
prophet.”’

We can bardly think the Herald is
§0 ignorant as to seriously ask such
a question. It looks more like a de-
sire to play for effect upon the ig-
norance of others, but in this we may
he mistaken.

E. Robinson, John C. Whitmer
and all others of the later members

www.LatterDayTruth.org



6 THE RETURN.

of the Church of Christ, claimed
their membership by virtue of bap-
tism at the hands of David Whitmer,
or elders baptized and ordained by
him, and . we are not prepared to be-
lieve the Herald is ignorant of that
fact.

We hope these answers will se$ the
Herald at rest on these points, and
also all other honest minded persons
who may chance to see them.

Many people who vainly imagine
they are christians, can see nothing
wrong with the fundamental business
ideas and methods of ocur times.
Such are utterly blind to the fact that
as a nation we are fulfilling the pre-
dictions found in the Record of the
Nephites, and, like the drunken In-
dian ot history, we are rushing with
frightiul velocity tothe Niagara of
our destruction, and raising the bottle
of our delusion to ourlips on the very
brink of the fearful plunge.

To such we commend a careful
reading of two clippings which we
publish in this number, entitled
“Problems of the Hour,”” and **Com-
petition that Kills.”’

Disputation of the facts arrayed in
these avticles is out of the question,
and the man who can lightly pass
them by, 13 bardiy to be considered
sane, much less a follower of Chyisu

Editorial ltems,

The present number is issued ldte by
reason of the absence of the editor from
home, from the 12th to the 18th of this
month. Bro. J. J. Bnyder ot Salt Lake
City having to pass through this region,
on g business trip to Washington, it was
deemed wise that the executors of the
Adams Estate fund should meet at Rich-
mond, Mo., and consult on various mat-
ters pertaining to the future work to be
done by the fund. We spent Sunday,
the 14th instant, with the church at
Richmond, and had the pleasure of talk-
ing to the brethren at the house of Bro.
Alex. Douglass, by invitation of Bro. P.
A. Page, the presiding elder at Richmond.

A quiet peaceful spirit was manifest,
and it was evident. the brethren enjoy
their meetings. This is as it should be,
and veflects credit upon the elderin
charge as a faithful, humble worker,
and also upon the membership as being

earnest and honest in their profession,
showing that they desire not only to
SAY but to DO according to ““that which
is written.™

We shall be well pleased if the church
everywhere is found as faithful as the
little band at Richmond.

Bro. Page is alive in the work, and
though growing old, and far from rich
in this world’s goods, he is responding
faithfully te the calls for missionary
work, whenever it is in his power to go.

His example is worthy of imitation by
the elders elsewhere. Let each seek an
opportunity to spread the light, net
waiting upon others, but doing that
which lies at his hand, in his own field.

A thorough and harmonious under-
standing prevails between the executors
and the church at Richmond.

This having been accomplished. the
editor has placed the paper in the hands
of the executors, to be used as the church
organ. By their expressed wish he will
continue to edit and manage the paper.
We have made one mistake in this mat-
ter, which we here voluntarily acknowl-
edge. OQur paper should have been num-
bered from the last issue by Bro.
Schweich at Richmond. It will be num-
bered with respect to his publication
from this time forward. This has not
been advised, nor requested, but when
we are convinced of error we propose to
rectify it. We are greatly encouraged
witl the outlook, Ithas been decided to
begin the work of publishing the ‘“Rec-
ord of the Nephites” from the manuscript
mot later than December next, and when
that is done, to push the missionary
work., A united effort is all that is
needed o assure shccess,

Weoccasionally geta letter from Some
one to whom the paper is sent regularly,,
saying they are not able to pay for it,
and requesting us to stop1t. Weshall
not do so on those grounds. If you
don’t want the paper, just say so, and
your name will be stricken from the
list. Butif you do not feel able to pay
for it, and would just as soon read it,
write us that fact and we will send 1t
just the same. If, hewever, you con-
tinue to receive it, and do not write us at
all, we shall of course expect you to pay
for it.

For $1.40 cash in advance, we will send
THE RETURN for one year and a complete
set of back nnmbers (26) published by E.
Robinson. This will apply to those who
have already sent a dollar for the paper.
Send forty cents more and we will send
you a postpaid set of back numbers. In
clnbs of five we will send the paper and
back uumbers for $6.50,
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CORREBPONDENCE.

Bro. C, A. Wickes: With gladness I
embrace the offer you so kindly made in
your issuing of THE RETURN, to make a
medium of free exchange of thought
through which the Saints could form fhe
fr lendshlp of each other,and by this
means form the acquaintance of those
who are friendly to the cause of Christ.
Where the spirit of Christ is, there is
liberty. If ever there vras a time when
the people needed to express themselves
freely it is now. By this meansmany of
our differences, which have grown up,
may be vemoved. We must improve
ourselves: become refined in feelings;
our operations must be in kindness, onr
charities must be without dissimulation,
then our light will shine to the ends of
the earth. I believe that the bhindness
of the Saints today is due to the indiffer-
ence that we manifest. Read Heb. 11th
chapter. " There you can see how the
spirit of Christ operated on them. Will
not the spirit of Christ operate on you
and me the same now, if we live as they
lived? I shall speak plaln in this letter,
but not intend to hurt the feelings of
any, either brother or sister., The
Church of Christ has several very able
writers, and I will express my experi-
ence. It is this: The great curse and
confusion of the Latter Day work has
been the army of writers who have con-
tributed their ideas of the gospel. Some
of these writings were written as com-
mandments, while others wrote under
the name of high priest, twelve, seventy
or elder, etc. Strange as it may seem,
the Saints would leave the word of God
to follow these writers, who had like-
wise forsaken the law of God and become
a law unto themselves. The bhind be-
came the leaders of the blind, and so they
all fell together. If we were to read the
writings that God caused to be written,
instead of reading mens’ ideas, we would
be well posted in the truth, our faith
would become firm; then we could lay
hold of God’s promises in firmness, with
a living faith, which would be as an an-
chor to a living sonl, holding us sure and
steadfast. I Tim. 6th chapter, Paul is
very bold concerning those who are
teachers. If men preach er write itis to
teach others, aud here is the secret of
godliness, every spirit . begets its own
likeness; some of Paui and some of
Apollos, etc.

But, brethren, the time must come
when all, every soul, must see the truth
as it 1s laid ‘down in God’s word. Zion
must be built up on God’s word and not
on men’s writings. Iam not, neither
will I be, qo"erned by men’s wrltmgs
My salvation does not depend on man.
All that is necessary to salvation is al-

ready written, <‘to the law and to the
testimony. If they speak not according
to this word it is because there is not any
light in them. Rom.15:14, “And [ my-
self also am persuaded of you, my
brethren, that ye also are full of good-
ness. ﬁl]ed with all knowledge, able also
to admonish one another.”

I have read carefully the Article of
Incorporation. Article 2,4, 51 reject;
but so far as harm is concerned I do not
see that that article interferesin the least
with the Church of Christ. I see that
Brother Elias Land has taken a very pe-
culiar stand en the subject. Paul =aid
that the law was not made for the
righteous, but for the lawless. The
Bible and Book of Mormon both teach
the Saints to be obedient to the laws of
the land. If any of the Saints think
that they are not subject to the laws of
the land, T ask you to repent speedily,
for Grod’s word condemns you.

Brother Land quotes Rom. 12.2, ag
follows: ¢*And be not contormed to this
world, but be ye transformed by the re-
newing of yeur mind.” Be not con-
formed to this world! Does that mean
law? But be ye transformed. Does this
mean to change or transtorm from the
law? By reading the entire chapter,
Paul intended the Saints to enterpret the
letter as follows; Be not conformed to
the wickedness of the world; but be ye
transformed from your carnal nature to
the spiritual; from the old man of this
world to the new man Christ. You be-
come a new creature; you are dead to
this world, but alive in the new life.

he law of the land was made to prevent
wickedness. If everybody lived up to
the letter of the law everybody wonid
be very good christians. A good chris-
tiau must be a law-ubiding one or his
christianity is vain.

Bro. Geo. Adams made that will in
good faith. Suppose the Church of
Christ had full control of that money;
what use wonld they put it to? Some
think that part of it should be spent in
printing B. of M. and their writings,
whether the church needsit or.not. Will
this advance the best interests of the
Church of Christ? The entire force of
the will ha,ngs on the last two lines of
of par. 2: ““Best calculated to spread the
gospel and advance the cause of Christ
in the earth.”

What would be the first step to be
taken in order to advance or spread the
gospel?  Reason teaches us that we
must have our system of procedure more
perfect. Our base to work from is with-
out fault. The Bible and Book of Mor-
mon are a perfect platform to work
from. If we speak of motre reading mat-
ter we speak as the foolish. How many
of the Saints have read the Bible and
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dname mustbe blotted out.

eeived the gospel.

eoeived:

8 THE RETURN,

- Book: of Mbrmon through?
ask for more reading until you haye fully
digested God’s writing first:

But to the question? ‘“Best calculated
to advance the ‘cause of - Christ.” " The
money. is. to. be.used. for that purpose
conly.: Here is my-opinion: The church
13 not only in a scattered’ condition; but
it is in & very unhealthy condition; one
pulling this- way and another that way.
We are far from being one:: - Christ said.
excepl ye are one: yeé are not'my disci-
ples; be ye one; the Father and’ I.are
one, ety ‘ete.

Now, brethren; let ‘a - part of that be

: “'spent - in: publishing. THE REIURN. " Eri-

large - the . paper.. . Let all the brethren
write ‘their views-uponsome system; and
let all of us become admonishers of: one
another, ' State your ideas.: Let-us get
at the truth.: Let all of your writings
be on-a line with the word of God." T am
confident that unless we adopt a'similar
. plan that peace ;can - not be restored i in
less than two years.
- Brethren, mark you well this: the act
of obeying the gospel is a free thing, but

after a brother or sister has obeyed then:

they must observe .that ‘the goespel has
‘bounds outside ol - which = a brother or
. sister:“dare- not . go:. . Otherwise : their
“There isa

balm for every disease; and ,he that will

not take the balm that he may be healed
~must be cast-out: lest: the whole church
“bacome affected:
To advance the cause of = Christ' there
must be tnity of action. . All must pull
together. . Fach' one must feel that it is
their.interest. - We must fivet have the
gospel ourselves before we can teach it.
‘Because 4 man . has been ovdained an

elder, that does not say  that e has re-
The elders are not all
(there may:be: some)spivitual.  If'a man
has not. the Holy Ghost at the time how
can he giveit to another? Do not be de-
“The ~Holy~Ghost: will operate
the same on usthat it “did on’ the Ne-
phites. = We donot need ‘any more Book

1 of Mormon uatil - we can interpret what
we have,

‘We want. peace, we want to
be one, we want to" know how' to. Tove,
we must - then carry “it-out.  Can'any
good come out.of Nazareth?  Leta.thon-
~sand'dollars: be: spent -on enlarging THE
CRETURN: | Let THE RETURN be'the source
through which we. can form ourselves
“1nto a qucceqstul army to operate by the
spirit of. Christ,” which: will.lead us.into
‘atl -trath.: Then our - efforts will be
crowned with success,
Your brother in Christ,
. BLDER JOHN C. Cox.
WrsT PorT, “v’[endocmo c'mnlv “Call
SODA SPRING is; l(laho July 9,:1895;
Bro, Wickss: THE RErUR\r of ‘June 1

Then why.

' States or Canada: ; =
of the editor is the best church history of -

to hand. I was pleased with some

thoughts from' yourself and also from

Bro.. Lamb; on the idea: of - the ministry
being supported as in the beginning of
this latter 'day gospel :work. = When
tithing - was. introduced in: Eogland, it
was not opposed or rejected by the mem-
bers of the Body of Christ.  Aftera while

the elders and pastors received a stipend.’” -

This continued for some time, say about
three: years; during  which: time our.
pranches and conferences greatly dimin-
ished in - numbers, and = very few were
added: to the churchs s

The ‘Apostle while laboring in Cormth
made no: call: for:temiporal: aid, that he:
might win them by the gospel of Christ.

Does not the law of love under the new
covenant supersede the carnal law under .

the old covenant?

The command: given to: go.into everx, .
nation: “and tefwh every one the way of
hife; would it not embarrass’a missiouary

‘to add-'the law of tithing, which rightly
1 belonged to-Israel as a nation? But how,. -

when scattered among other nations who
have demands upon all under their rule? ‘
Not having read the previous RL'IURNS
alnce May; T forbear adding more.

‘As foliowers 'of Christ (who &;uﬁ'eled
the'just for the unjust), who teaches us
we are bought; redeemed, that weshould

henceforth live unto hlm not counting :

anything dear, not even life itself; so we
way win the prize: set before us in the
newand everlasting covenant. - -

Was grieved: to. vead: of the sudden
death of 'Elder Whitmer. There is ‘hope
in his departure from this world 0[ temp~
tation and suffering.

Believing -in ~God, we tmst we rely :
upon hig wisdom zmd Ooodneqs ‘What -

he sutfers, he will overrale and s'mc‘mfy o

to the bereaved.
My health is: prefty good eons1derm0"
my-age, close upon four score years.
My home is’ humble, vet fresly do T

~invite-the sircere: seekers after tenth and

the faithful o her of good things.

Ever pr'aym(“ {hat wisdom from above
shall guide’-your. efforts to His honor
and praise; ¢ Whe for our sakes became
poor that we - might become rich in the
knowledge and loveof that which is just
and true, JOHP brother;:

JA‘\lES BOWMAN

We have on hand about 500 complete
sets of numbers: '1- to. 26, published by
Bro. Robinson, and we are authorized to .
sell them at the low vate of 50 cents per -
sét, postpaid to-any addressin the United
" The personal history

the times and events mentioned, that lns
ever Lieen pubhshed

: \\V\‘g'\\'.l,_‘{lttt‘1'D£l}‘T1"Li‘[|1.,U['g‘




THE RETURN

‘C’ondemnatmn resteth upon the ehildren of  Zion, . m'en all, omd shall wmam ‘
until they repent, and.remember the New - Covenant, even the Book. of Mormon and
the former commandments. not only to SAY, but to Do, aceording to that which I have.

written.”—D. & (. See. 83, Par: 8.

Vol 4, No. 13.

DAVIS CITY, IOWA, AUGUST 1,189,

‘Whole No: 49,

Nephite Records Vindicated.

The Review of Reviews for July,
in an article on ‘‘Mexico as the
cradle ‘of man’s primitive tradi.
tions,”’ publlshes some of the results
of Dr. Augustus - le Plongeon’s re-
markable. researches in  Yucatan.
M. le Plongeon has spent twelve
yesrs in exploring and excavating
the ruins of lost cities in that inter-
esting country, and is thoroughly
familiar with their antiquities. As

a result of these mvestwah&ons he:

has become convmced that Yucatan
is the lonfr-souuhtf“;(,mdl‘e‘of the
human race.” ‘The Review.. pub-

lishes Dr. le Plongeon’s speculations
but his la- |

for what they are worth,
borieus 1esea10h is cer tq,mlv com-
mendable, and. has brought to light
much valuable material; it is to ac-
quaini American 1eadels
weonderful remains of plehlstorlc
civilizations that lie across our South-
ern boundary that attention is di-
rected to his discoveries.

In the first place, it was obyviously
necessary to find, if pomble, a key
to the hieroglyphics in which the
mural inscriptions are written, and
to the solution of this problem Dr.
le Plongeon directed all his efforts.
For a long time his attempts in this
direction were futile,aid it was only
after the most prolonged-and careful
analysis. of. the. characters that he at
leng t,h‘smmbled upon a clue.
diseovery came about in- this way:
he happened-to: observe that certain

signs carved on the walls of one of
the. bmldmcrs elee!y resembled those.
of ‘the ancient Koy ptian alphabet,

language of the inscriptions.

with .the.

| characters. the same  phopetic

The j

with which he was familiar; thisled
him to seek.for further points of re-
semblance, Whl('h he also found,

The next step was to determine the
Know-
ing how - excessively conservative

are the aborigines of Yucatan in all
respects, Dr. le. Plongeon inferred
that probably ‘the lmo‘uaﬂe spoken

by them  at the. present day might

have at ledst some affinity with that
of ‘the mysterious writings on the
walls: To ' satisty hxmself on this

héad, he devoted himself to patient -
__study of the hvme, tongue as spokei

by - thie.fierce - wnd warhke trities
known “as the Quiches, who dwell
amidst the' fastiesses of ‘the moun-
tains ‘in ‘Guatemala, aud who have
maintained their . independence
against ‘all ~invaders.  These tribes
are the direct descendants of the an-
cient Mayas, and, as Dr.le Plongeon
discovered; they have retained the
ancient lariguage of * their ancestors
in almost its pristine purity. R
This Maya langnage is one of the
very- oldest known' to’us, quite as
old as the Sanskrit, if not still more
ancient, : By ‘giving to" the mural
value
which they possess in ‘the Janguage
of the Quiches, the doctor found that
they formed intelligible words and:
phrases, and- he “quickly " then per-
ceived that the language of the in-
scriptions: was identical with that
still spoken by ‘the aborigines. = The -
construction of - the ‘entire alphabet
followed, and with" that key Drile
Plonoeon has sueceeded -in fully de-
(\pheunn these: -hitherto incompre=: .~

www.LatterDayTruth.org .
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hensikle hieroglyphics.
parison of the hieratic alphabet of
the Mayas with that “of ‘the ancient
Egyptians reveals a similitude which
amounts practically to identity. Dr.
le Plongeon furthermore points oub
that there exists a singularly close
resemblance between the grammatical
forms and the syntax of the two
tongues, many of the words and
characters having a precisely similar
meaning in the two. langnages.
Stranger still, the initial letters of
the Maya names for the various ob-
jects which constitute the Egy ptian
alphabet are the very letters so rep-
resented; from ‘this it would seem,
’rhexefore that both of these people
aequired the art of writing from the
same source, or that one of them
tanght the art to the other.

D1, le Plongeon next turned his
attention to the few known MSS. of
the Mayas which escaped destruction
at - the. hands. of fanatical Bishop

Landa, who accompanied the Span--
These MSS. are writ- |

ish invaders. .
ten on sheets of parchment prepared
from deer skin, in the .colored char-
acters.of an alphabet which is sup-
posed te have been formulated after
the invasion of the Nahaults in the
early centuries of the Christian era.
The Mayas are also known te have
made a species~of paper from the
bark. of the mulberry tree by a pro-
cess similar to that employed by the
Egyptians in preparing the papyrus.
Of the extant MSS. the most impor-
tant - is that known. as the Troano
MS., which is in the British museum;
it is.a very ancient work, dealing
mainly with the subjects of geology

and history, and it is furnished with

numerous illustrations.. This Dr. le
Plonfreon has succeeded in translat-

ing,r,and‘ from it. welearn that in an-
cient times the peninsula of Yuacatan.

was called ¢‘Mayax,”” meaning the
““first.or primitive. land.” It gave
its name to the whole empire of the

Mayas, which extended from Te-|
huantepec on the north to the Isth-
mus of Darien on the south, and

The. com-.
»Wthh _today constitute

‘tin Harris took a° copy of some of the;
‘characters inscribed on the plates, and

thus comprrsed all. these. eeuntrxes
Central |

America. . The two. chlef cities were

“Uxmal, wlneh was ‘the city of gov-

ernment, ‘and Chichin-Itza, whlch
was the - great metropolis “and the
center-of the'ancient Maya -civiliza+
tion, whither came men of learning
from all parts of the world. --In the
illustrations of the Troano MS. some
of these visitors are depicted as
bearded men like the ancient Assyr-
ians. - The ruins of these cities still
existy,-afd to them Dr. le Plongeon
devoted his chief attention.

The S‘unt Joseph, Missouri, Daily
«Herald”’ for July 31st, says:

Dy, Le Plongeon, ‘(he archaeolo-
gist, believes that he has diséovered
in the dialect spoken by the wild
Quiches: Indians of Guatemala a lan-

guage older than Sanskirt, and pro-

bably the ‘oldest living language.
These Indians arve descendarnts of the
Mayas, whose hieroglyhic inscrip-
tions on the walls of the Yucatan

‘templés were: undecipherable until

Dr. Le Plongeon made the experi-
ment of giving them the phonetic
valué which they possess in the lan-

gnage of the Quiches. On deing

thls he discovered that the language.
of the inseriptions was almost identi-

cal with-that of ~the Quiches, and
moreover that the hieratic alphabet

of the Mayas is almost identical with

that of " the anment Egyptians. If
there are no : missing links in the

chain of ev1dence this is one of the

greatest phxlolomcal ““finds’” of mod-

ern tlmes

To those who are familiar with theé
staterrents and history of' the Nephite .
Records, commonly called the “Book of
Mormon,” thiese articles will be intensely. -
interesting; as vindicating the truthful-.
ness of the book in its statement%, that'
its ‘writers had ‘their- origin in Palestine,’
and used much of the ancient Egyptian:
alphabet in-their written decuments, and.
also confirming the statement of Profes- .
sor Anthon of New Yorlk, to whont Mar-,

the professer could not read them, but;
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said they 'were a conibiniation of Egyptian
and’ chaldalc' characters. o
‘Another point Of great interest appears
only to the careful student of the book
itself, in the preservation of this tribe of
native ‘Americans in the immediate vi-
cinity of their ancient home; - That the
- reader may. get an idea of the importance
of this feature, we give a brief summary
of the mnost important -points.. From a
careful study of the Book of Mormon we
cléarly:learr that the firsi setflement
. made by the Nephites on. theirarrival
.. from’ Jerusalem .about the time of its
- destriiction by the “‘armies of Babylon,
was ‘gb, or near, the present site of
Cuzco, the ancient capital . of -Peru. . In
confirmation of this, we find the story.of
the ancient Peruvians as told by Monte-
sinos, an enlightenéd Spaniard: who was
sent to Peru as governor general shortly
after  its terrible conquest.by Pizarrc
This humane . governor spent t
years in his vast province, which:covered
the entire westerd part” of SouthiAmer-

ica. and instead of seeking with fanatical

zeal to destroy every vestige' of the an-
cient knowledge ‘of the Peruvians, he
sought-far and wide for their most an-

cient histories, ‘that he  might preserve a,

knowledge -of them to the world in fu-
ture time. Ua

The result is two' ponderous’ volumes
in manuscript, “which .yet le. in the
Spanish archives at Madrid, . 7

Professor. Baldwin published an: out-
line of the ancient history contained in
them, "in his book. entitled ¢ Ancient
“America,” in1872, "Hetakes no interest

in the theory that the ancient Americans |
are of Hebraic - extraction, but if he had .

written for that express purpose he could
hardly have given s better outline of the
Book-of-Mormon history up to:the -time

of the fina] migration of the Nephites.

from-South Americy to the ‘‘Land Boun-
tiful™ just notth of the Isthmus; to- es-
cape the persecutions of - their” brethren
the Lamanites, who femained on theé site
- of their first settlement. ’ :

From this point begins the: history of
"Mayapan; ‘now called’ Yicatan, ‘which
then embraced all of central America.

Here wonderful palaces and temples of
vast - dimensions, - sturroundes’ by cities
whose ‘immense area is.only rivalled by
the great cities of our own'time: lift
their ruined 'walls amid gigantic:ferest
trees and the tropical growth of “centu-
ries. - They were in ruins when Cortes
overran ' the Mexican empire—indeed,
they Were then so long ruined that the
Mexicans had no knowledge of the peo-
‘ple who built them, though, their ewn
history ran’ back ~many . centuries, and
the Spaniards passed i the immedia
neighborhood of some of these mighty
cities -of the dead, witheut suspecting

v Pizarro.:
hteen .

Moses comes.”-

o all

" record should be more complete.

their presence; - In: this immediate vicin-
ity, accerding to'the Book “of Mormon,”
once flourished the mighty Nephite me-
tropolis, and capital; Zarahemla, which,
in the_centuries immediately succeeding

 the advent of Christ, was the capital of

the entire cornitinent. Here, according to
Maya history,.at the same. period; flour-
ished . the mighty . city - Uxmal, which
likewise; was the capital of the western
world, and was destroyed several centu-
ries after Christ, by aun incursion of bar-
barous hordes. )

Here Dr. Le Plongeon has délved -amid

tropical forests for twelve years seeking

the key to the innumerable. inscriptions
vpon the ruined pillars and stone.facings
of these wonderful buildings, and at last
has found it because God has - preserved

-for himself-a witness'in this tribe of . ‘an-
' cient people who lost all in the fearful
_overthrow _of their . mighty:  kingdom.

save their indomitable valor and.leve of
liberty, and the precious heritage of their
mother tongue.. When naught remained

to struggle - for. they: left their
marble palaces. and fled. to. .the
fastnesses of the mountain range

- where they successfully defended them-

selves against their barbarous- foes, ‘and
later when: the Mexican Empire arose,
and still later when the greedy Spaniard
overran the western world in his. cruel
quest for gold, they had mnothing to
tempt- the avarice of -the conquerors,
and prefering death to . servitude,they
were left in undisturbed possession
of their vocky crags and mountain
fastnesses, —until - the full =~ time
arrives when the world must  be left
without excuse, and their sacred records
vindicated by the chosen methods of the
world, In & few more years the four

‘hundred years of the servittde will be

ended, “When the tale of bricks istold,
“«He that hath. an ear,
let him hear:”

presiding elders and church

otticers:

" Ttis desirable that the general church
Bro.
P. A. Page of Richmond, Missouri, is
church recovder; buthas received no re-
ports for some years. . It was decided atb
the April council that all  should
be requested to report to this office, but

it was overlooked at the time and did not

appear in the minutes. All church- offi-
cers will please take . notice and forward
a report froin their jurisdiction. State
how many members of the church:on
your books; how many living near. the
place, and how many- located  abroad.
Give names of officers of the church;and
state cendition of the church spiritually.
Please attend to this without delay.
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Flats. . ,
The Lamoni ““THerald” of July
8rdy takes the RETury to task in an
‘mtwlc headed “Shfups,” and’ by

" making a fine play upon  words—as .

the He1ald has so often demonstrated
it knows how. te do—attempts: to
make us out a very bad man, because
we did not put'in every useleas word
in the quotation -from D. and C.,

“l par. 8,sec. 83, at the head of the

first page of the Rutuny. :

' rhe Herald veriiies our prediction
of March loth, by doing  precisely
what we then foresaw: would be
done, viz."avoid the issue of facts

and strive to blind the eyes of its

readers by-a terrible. hue and: ery
over qu1bb1es On -an ummportant
'word ‘

‘We dechne to'be dmwn from our
purpose by any such crafty method
“The letter killeth, ~but - the 'spirit

“maketh alive.””
and the vast majority of its_ readeis
cannet see that it is'avoiding the - is-
-gue,and trying to ‘‘makea man” an

offender for a word,”’ and laying “*a |
snare for him that 1eproveth,” there.

are some that can.

The enemies of truth may bein a
ma]m ity and make -a tremendous
noise tor a time, but one man and
the Lord are a'majority inany crowd
and we want no better proof that the

" Herald feelsthe force of the argunient

madeagainst its teachings, than the

fact that it dodges ‘the question  at
issue entirely, and spends its' foree in
an effort te create prejudice against

- ube RururN by a crafty play upon.

7 words on a point.of no po»smle mtex-
“est to any one.
‘We ask, is tlis exthel 1mnlv or

. “l-xonestf’?r

‘acram

If the «“Herald?’ |

to the altars- of

Judged by tﬁe m}e the
Herald applies to us, Christ‘and- his
apostles were the most: unrelinble of

men, for they very seldon: gueted a

passage of scripture vérbatim, but
always gave the heart of it, the mat-
ter of interest, often in- words of their
own choosing. ~ And their hypocrit-

‘ical enemies took just the course the
| Herald is taking, ignored the -vital

pointand strove to pxevent men from
Listening* to “their arguments, by
raisitig technical points. .of no. valoe
except to arouse prejudice. ! '
"As we ‘said in March, $0, we say- -
it matters not what the ex-
cuse ~ is, they that desire * one, will
find one, however flimsy. “Any thing
for an excuse to shut their " eyes to

truth and continue in. the pracmce of

error and selﬁshness
We respectfully ~suggest to the

| Herald that noththstanduw its long

tirade; we did-give the:words quoted

‘¢ just as they read,” that the words

we did _not.. quote are.of no value
whatever: in determining: . the point
at issue, and-that it hias not yet given
any shadow of reason why it shonld

‘1ot “‘repent’’ “of 'and return from

the terrible. errors into which the

church was led ;- viz:i divoreing itself
“from Christ by dropping his name,

changing the form of ‘the church by
assuming offices - and powers never
given to any but the original ap-
pomtees changing'and adding to the

words of what was pubhched as the

word.of God, in.the Book of Com-

mandments, and - last, but. by mno
means least, departing from the law

“of Grod whlch Chllbt endorsed, and

leading;its. communicants bhndfold
mammon ; so- that
now they- are building a regular
Kansas boom town, upon babylon s
plan . of selfish gain. The Herald

-prefers  to clellSa other questions

than ‘these, hence its wonderfal play
of words abouta tew words we didn’t

.mention ; but not ene word about the
‘meaning of those we keepat our mast-

head every number.
There Jis but one excuse can be
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made for such a course.. When a
man has no argument with which to

meet facts presented, and has not the

moral courage to acknowledge them,
he is compelled: by ferce . of circum-
stances to talk his audience away from
the'dangerous cuound as did Elder
E.L. Kelly in the famous Bladen-
; Kelly débate. at Lamoni, when con-
~fronted with the affidavits of the
"Laws, Robinsons and others.
Such a course may win for a time,

.. but must fail .in the end, for “Truth

- is mighty and will prevail:”’

. ‘““Sharps.”

Lptrors - HERALD:—Permit me,
please, through vour paper to thank
you for your notiee of C. A. Wickes,
- the “shrewd” or*‘unfortunale man.”
as you have denémiuated him under
the above head of the Herald of the
3rd inst., and to place myself on re-
cord as one of the so-called “*Whit-
merites’’ who does not endorse the
proceedings of C. A. Wickes, or his

. motte as is clearly manifest in the |

now so-called RETURN. , ;
~Just think of it! ' He says: ¢ We
take it up vight where he dropped
it.””  This statement is not true in
any sense of the word, either spirit-
ual or literal. ' 'The spirt of E. Rob-
inson’s ReTury and the spirit of C.
A. Wickes, Rerury differ as. much
from each other as daylight differs
from dark, as any one may see. In
In a literal sense, Wickes did not
“take ¢‘of upiright where” E. Robin-
son: dropped it. Elder E.-Robinson
dropped the paper in the hands of
~ his wife at his death, and his wife
~ turned the paper over to George W.
< L. Schweich, of Richmond, Missouri,
and the exectitors of the Adam’s es-
- -tate, and notified subscribers that
Azeorge W. L. Schweich would pub-
““lish the paper, Schweich published
" the paper under contract with the
executors for twelve months, at the
~end of which time the executors
concluded to suspend the publication
for an indefinite short time, In the
 meontime John C. Whitmer - died,

lteaving Schwelch the only appreved
executor, and ‘while Schweich “was
making preparations.te: recommence
the issue, lo ‘and  Dehold, C. A,
Wickes crawls into  thé™editorial
chair. of - George W. L. Schweich,
issues the now so-called ReTtrN, ig-
noring the twelve ‘months” issue bv
bchwelch and says: ‘‘My paper.’

Is such a procedure right, either
morally or religiously? W ho but a
crank or a ‘“‘very unfortunate man,”
can indorse such proceedings?

The writer sounded the " alarm of
an approaching head to the church,
called “Whltmerltes,” in two arti-
eles of protest in this . so-called Rg-
TURN, and -yet there are three as lit-
erally and practically at the head of
a few of the so called Whitmerites as
there are at the head of the so-called
Josephites. DBut it would' not be
justice to call those “few’” Whitmer-
ites; for they hrve trampled the pre-
cepts and teaching of David Whit-
mer under their feet; hence, it would
be just as proper to call those *‘few
““Wickesites,”” as it would be to call
the Reorganized Church ¢‘Joseph-~
ites.””

The Wickesites may deny this as-
sertion. If so, let them open the
columus of the now so-called Rrruny
to the writer, and proots will not be
wanting.

Respecttull\ yours for truth,

: Frss Laxp,

Rogers, Texas, July 10, 1895.

In another place will be found a
communication from Klias Land, a
whilom member of the Church of
Christ, (Whitmerites, so-called,) and
wheo some time ago took us to task
for supposing that J. C. Whitmer
was the leading, or presiding elder of
the Church of Christ, while he was
living, after the death of Elder David
Whitmer. He sharply handles the
Rercry and its present inanagement,
We wait developments. Does Elias
Land, or the editor of the Rerurxy
represent the Wintmerites, so-called?
—From editosial items “of the Saints
Herald, duly 24,
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‘We copy the above article and edito-
rial notice entire. from the Saints’ Herald -

of Lamoni, Ia., of July 24th.. ‘We are
very serry that Bro. Land has been so
rash as ‘to make this necessary. We
publish his letter ‘entire and give below

the causes ‘which have led him ‘to this.
rash step,:that.all. may judge for them-

selves of the spirit he shows, and be pre-

pared to deal with it in- thé proper time”

and place. Bro. Land is'a very volumi-
nous writer, as the  Herald  has found
heretofore, and we were obliged to kindly
request. him to comdense some of his arti-

" . cles on “Incorporation.”

Immediately - on conclusion: of :those,
he,proposed to. begina series of “articles
to.runin‘each number of THE RETURN
until Sept. 16, on the ‘subject of the
“Twelve, ™ Hesent the'two first instal-

. ‘ments, and>we- felt‘compelleéd to teturn

them-to him:for- eondensing,; principally
because he made very little progress in
satting forth hisideas, but devoted nearly
his entire spiace " to attacks, in' not very
gentle ‘language, Upon “those whom he
fancied: were.at variance with his ideas.

We'kindly intimated to him that while

we did not endorse” his ' views at all, yet

we weére willing to give him space to set
them forth; but did not * think it wise to.

-allow: the space of s0 smalla paper to be

occupred for so long a.time upon such g
subject, and requested him to condense
it to not-more"than: three articles. This

brought a reply which we' cougider sim- |
ply abusive, and we informed Bro. Land' |

that the receipt of another:similar lettor
would cause liis communications te be

returned unopened. - At the same time.
‘we renewed the offer to publish his ideas
on-the “Twelve,” in not to: exeeed two | "

articles,

A His reply comes as. printed
ubeve, '

The trouble with® Bro., Land is, that.
THE'RETURN is quite teo near what it
was &t first, for he had “the **Twelve™.

fever-then, as now, and sent articles to
Bro. ‘Robinson: for “publication “on that
subject; and Bro.” Robinson inféormed him
that he counsidered him. clearly wrong on

that head, and refused . to ‘publish them."

We' wish to "assure” Bro. Liand that
while we have power to prevent -it the
chureh will” not “be dominated by one

‘man, three men, nor twelve meén.

As'to the charge that we have “tram-
pled the precepts and teachings of David
Whitrger under our feet,” 'we will tet the
‘We publish else-
where jn this number, the proceedings of

the council of 1890, and ask all to give”

them gcareful reading. They thorough-
1y express the voice of the church at that
time. ~We endorse them thoroughlyand

proposé to- work en.that line, If in 5o

doing’ we tépresent the chuich, well and

good, If there are those who dissent

‘took the chair. .C, A,

from these grounds, theirquarrel is with

the. church and.. we: shall :defend:; the -

church,
This question of  the ‘Twelve’ was

“there disposed of to the satisfaction of

all present.
As to -the -rest, we thought - we kept

- pretty clear of theeditorial chairv of Geo.

Schweich by letting his . publication en-
tirely -alone, and starting our paper as
Bro.:Robinson did, entirely ‘on:our-own
responsibility.. . Brn: Schweich:and Sny- .
der were the executors of the estate,and
had the money, type, and list; and it we
were the usurper Bro. Land would make
us-out, they. couid” very. quickly-have
knocked us out by starting: the-legitimote
paper. Why do yousuppose they failed -
to do it, Bro. Land?. We wiil state again
what we published - in our last namber,
that:kaving accomplished the-awakening

- of the church, and got the  executorsin

working order, we offered - to  turn THE

‘RETURN over . inteo . their -hands; in fact

did- 50, and. it ds now: their. paper,-and:

_offered to resign the. editorial chair, but

they insisted that it should remainas
itis. . C Lo
The offer -we made to Bro:;:Land still
holds good...,The columns of THE RETURN
are open te him for four pagesof printed
matter. to set forth his views-on ‘“The

"Twelve,” but not to use as a conveyance

of attack on every .one who may-differ:
with his ideas.. .,

et

Of the. Councll- of. Eiders of the

- Chugch.of Christ Heldat Davis.
City, lowa, commencing - ;
CJuly 24, 1890

_.In compliance with a call of the _com-

‘mittee appointed by a;eouncil: of elders

at Richmond, ‘Mo., in April, 1889, -the

“following elders of the Church of Christ,
‘convened at.:Davis. City, fowa, viz: E,

Rebinson; of Davis City, P.-A..Page and

“John C.. Whitmer, Richmond; Mo., Solo-

men Thomas, of Hilsdale, Iowa, Homer

'C. Hoyt; of  Hastings, Iowa, and C.-A.
“Wiekes, of Lamoni. Iowa, -

At 8p. m. met-in. prayer.meeting in

"Robinson’s Hall, with the Davis City

church, Bro. E. Robinson presiding.
‘ ‘Fripay-July 25.
The elders met at 9:30-for prayermeet-
ing; led by Bro. Whitmer: )
At:10:10 a. m, after a short recess, the
‘brethren wore called :to order by Bro.

“Robinson,. who -moved - to. appoint -Bro.
- J, . C. Whitmer moderator.of the couneil.

"This was carried ;and. Bro. ‘Whitmer
\ Wickes: was
‘chosen secretary, after which, “ A1l hail
the power of Jesus name” was sung-and
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prayer: was “offered 'by- Bio. John C.

Whitmer, . . o
" Reports were read from - Elders: T, J.
Pollard-and C, C. Frisby of Utah; "W C.
Kinyon; of "Misseuri,, W. P..Brown of
Newton, Kansas. and Bro. Ben}. Myers,
of TImndependence; Mo., after which the
elders present made verbal reports, and
the council adjourned to meet at. 2:10
p. .

AFTERNOON SESSION.,

Council was opened by singing ¢ Come
Let us’Anew,” and prayer by Bro. Whit-
mer, after. which
Shake off the - Coals From Gur Gar-
ments,”

Minutes of the council at Richmond
were read, cerrected and accepted,

Unfinished business was called and the

question of divorce, referred to -this

council, was taken up. Reselution of-
ferred by E. Robinsonand C. A, Wickes:

Resolved, That we do not - approve  of
the practice of divorce, except in such

cases as spoken of by  our Savior, and

that ' we cannot fellowship any brother
or sister who marries a person thus di-
vorced, after they: become members of
the church,

remarried.
The resoliition was ‘discussed by the
brethrén until: 4:45 p. m., when it was

moved to make it the special order of |
Car-:

b};fline'ss for, Saturday afternoon.
ried. : ;
The Tatter Day. Saints having deferred

their meetings, and offered us the mse of |

their chapel, preaching was announced

for that place at 8 p. m., after which.ad-"

journment was had uwntil 10 a. m. tomor-
TOW. .
Eider Page addressed the congregation

at the Saints chapel in’ the evening, as-

sisted by Bro. Whitmer. v
‘. : SATURDAY, July 26.
The council was opened at 10 4. m. by
singing *‘Let us Pray for One Another,”
and prayer by Bro. Whitmer. Minutes
of yesterday’s meetings were read and
approved. ] .
Report was read from committee ap-

poitited by the council at Richmond, who-

submitted articles of . our principles of
faith; . Report received and filed, ;
Elder D. E. McCarty of Schell City,
Mo:, having arrived this morning, his re-
port was heard; also-Bro. David - Pierce,
and son, of Schell City, Me., arrived
Resolved, That we understend that' it
is' contrary to the spirit of the gospel: to
seek debate and strife on ‘religious sub-
jects, and counsel all the church to avoid
it when possible. Carried unanimously.
Reselved, That we believe the officers
of the Churel'of Christ consist of elders;
priests and teachers; which includes

was sung ‘“‘Let us

: But this shall not be con-:
strued to authorize elders to refuse bap-:
tism to persons previously divorced and

special witnesses, prophets and. evanges
liStS. Lo i il R
The special , witnesses at Jerusalem:

|.were called ‘*Apostles,” but on this-Jand

they were called *Disciples,” and in:this
dispensation, the twelye special witnesses
to the  Book of Mormon;, were- called
“Witnesses.” -Adopted. Council " ad-
journed until 2:39 p. m.
AFTERNOON, SESSION., o
The council was .opened: by singing,
*This World. will be” Blessed Bye. and
Bye,” and: prayer: by Bro.. Thomas.
Special order of business was called, and
the resolution on divorce was taken up,
a substitute was offered as follows: . ..
Resolved, That we understand the law
of christ condemns; all. divorces. except
for adultery. and -we cannot fellowship
any person Who: pnts away-a companion
for any other cause, and marries another.
Adopted. . - _ ‘ B
Resolved, That we undersiand the law
of christ does not.anthorize an- elder to

disfellowship another elder: or member;

without due course of action as provided

.in that law, but if the party in error.is a

member of & church in the. vicinity, he:
should.be reported to that church; and.if
he is not & member of any local chureh,
but is baptized into the church.at. large,
he should be reported to - a: ceuncil of
elders, . Adopted. ‘ e
. Moved that the request of  Bro, J, Mc-.
Xim, that his name be dropped from. the
church record be granted.-: This. was
spoken to by some of the brethren, when
it 'was moved, as a  substitute, that. his
case be referred to the Davis ¢ity church
of which he is.a.member, for their actiom
Adopted. : Lo b
Resolved, That we understand that ne
elder has a right te demand the licerse
of any other elder, priest or teacher; but
if any such . officer, in transgression

L wishes to surrender, - his . license. to the-

elder of the churchk where he belongs, or

if he be an‘officer of the church.at large,

he may surrender if to any elder or:. pas-
‘tor, and the elder shall receive it and: de-
liver it to the church where the party

belongs.  Adopted. . , »
Moved to-take up the report of. the
commmittee on ‘“Articles ~of Faith.”

Adopted. . ,. G
. Report was read, and discussed, and a
substitute was oftered for the articles, as
follows: *“Whereas, Joseph 8mith, Jr,
‘Qliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, Mar-
tin. Harris ‘and. others, established the
Church of Christ in the State . of New
York, .in the . year A. D. 1829, which
church was continued : by David Whit-
mer, and others, now. therefore be it ..
“Resolved, That we . the council of .el-
ders, and- members . of - the: Church. of

‘Christ, in _council assembled at Davis.

City, Ja., declare that we beheve-in the,
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o m‘andSp mi

~chapel. ®

members of the Church of €
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ible:and ‘Bocok of Mormion, and  we sc-
cept theny'in all casex'as our st:mdax'd of
~faith and practice. ‘Adopted.
Ad]Ot\rned to- meeton’ Mondav, July :
98, at 102, m, - Preaching announced at

o'clock, also fm Sund‘ty a,t 11 oclock a.

Elders Page and Whitmer pré :
'mnoun(,ed,on Saturda.y evening,and this
morning and eévening ‘al the Saints
CAL 4 DM the eldérs and breth-
‘ren ‘assembled. ot the  hall for prayer:
‘meeting, and a ,asan and ploﬁtable‘
g eeason was had Gl

e MO‘IDAY, Iul
Covncﬂ convened at 10 oelock ‘2 mi,
opened by singing and prayer. Mmutes
;ot council to date read and approved
‘Resotution on divorce amended by add- |
ing: the words *except . they brmg forth
T rmts meet for repentance.”  The reso
‘lution reads as follows as amended:
- Resolved; That we understand the la:
of Christ: Londemns all ‘divorces except
Afor adultery, and we cannot fellowship |-

: e‘ccept they brmg fmth trm
‘repentance. e
Resolved, That: ‘we | the e]de;s ‘and:

coundil nssembled, do most heartily o
dovse the work of Bro. E. Robinson, i
: pubhshmﬂ‘ THE RETURN; and feel it to |
“be our duty torender hit ¢ such aid and
assistance ag lies' in our power. ever
praying that he may have wisdomi to do
- his work in the qpmt of the Liord: U nan»‘
~imously carried. . .
Resolved, That we under stfm that’-
this'council * has ‘wo authority to make
lawsfor the chuich, for weé already

‘church should meet ‘together and con-

tures, it should be ent
it should be' reported, with

. of the faith, and a eorrect appli ;
.| the scriptures, that our garments ma;

- unanimously.
ried.
pmeets and teachers, and get  th

: pl inted.  Carvied.

. *and ‘Robinson sa

| elderb

‘committee of three beappomted toat-+
2 oy tha

‘may arise between

‘general council.

fand Whltmel be tbat commlttee e
have | ried b

sider each decision of this councﬂ an
it:be found in harmon

for re]ectlcm, to the next genera‘“*
of elders, that we nmiay arrive a

be spotless before Christ. ’Adopteﬁf-

Resolved, That we %usmmBlo
Page: as gen?ml chulch 1ecorde‘ :

Moved thata comm1ttee be appomte i
todraft a form of license for elde

The chairman appbmted Bros
d commxttee' '
.~ On general con i

f\(*lared iinderstood that a

ing another elder, p s
should give such person
suc mdlnahon, and th

ce;ve a hcense fl

‘Met pnrsn&nt to adjournment at
* Opened by’ szmgmg ‘hymn,
a Foumhtxon Praye
inson. :
Mmed by Bro E Robinso

tend to any business ¢

Adopted. ‘
Moved by Bro. P@O‘e, that the forme
aommittee of Bros, Robinson, Adam

the law of Christ and the fullness of the oM
Mot

Gospel, in the Bible and B
mon,  But we deem that
in accordance with tha i ol
‘togethel from time to time, to covnsel |
upon the doctrine and law, that we may |
arrive at 4 mutual and correct under=
standing of the same, and our decision is |
binding upou ‘the church only sofaras|
it isin harmony with the Taw of Christ:{
- We theyefore counsel the brethren every-i
where “organize = themselves into
churches, wherever prac’mcable, accord-
ing to the pattern 1aid-dowi in the Bible |

: ; ormon, and alsa m har-

the power to ﬁll &
 occur in: that body; ca

‘Moved that' a vote of thanl\% be ten:
de}c;d to the cmzens of  Davis C:}S

. ‘éS"u\SECH!:le} ¢ Latter DaySamt
courtesy in grantir

W W, l uttc‘lDu\TmTh org -



s Condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even all, and shall remain
wntil they repent, and remember the New Covenant, even the Book of Mormon and
" the former commandments. not only to sAY, but to DO, according to that which I have

written.”—D. & . Sec. 83, Par: 8.
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‘Whole No. 50, -

Repeopling Palestine.

The old idea of a wholesale migra-
tion of the Jews to Palestine has been
revived under the auspices of Zionite
societies which have been organized
in Russia and the princpalties. The
The notion was a favorite one with
_ Bir Moses Monitfiore and some mem-
bers of the Rothschild family; consid-
erable sums of money were spent to
establish Jewish colonies in the old
home of the race, but they did not
prosper. At that time Palestine was
as unpromising a spot for new set-
tiers as could be found anywhere in
the world. The country is broken
and is generally arid: the supply of
water was scanty, the roads villainous
and the markets few and far between.
A change has taken place of late years.
A railroad has been constructed from
Jaffa to Jerusalem. Patchesof valley
land which have been allowed to fall
into the condition of marsh have been
reclaimed. Efforts have been made
to rebuild the hill terraces which had
fallen into decay. These measures of
improvement were followed by a
slight migration of Jews from Russia
amdi Austria to Palestine. Ten )ears
ago it was reckened that Jerusalem,
whose population is about 47,0600, con-
tained only some 12,000 Jews; now
fully half of the people are of that
faith.

A glance at the physical geography
of PalesYine shows that so far from
being attractive to new settlers, it

could never have been thickly peopled,
and that the numbers which aregiven
in ancient books of the inhabitants
from time to time are gross exaggera-
tions. Josephus speaks of a million
people having perished at the siege of
Jerusalem; one-quarter that number
would probably be nearer the mark.

The only portions which could sus-
tain a population of dny consequence
are the coast plateau, the valley of Le-
banon and parts of the valley of Jor-
dan; :n these corn, barley, rye and
fruits are grown; the great bulk of the
country is occupied by treeless moun-
tains which lift their bare heads to
heaven. How many inhabitants the
region contained at the time of its
greatest prosperity, say in the days of
Solomon, 1t were hard to say--probably
less than two millions, and perhaps
not much over a million. The country
has not altered sinca then.

Still the societies which have been
planted at Odessa and elsewhere for
the promotion of the settlement of
Palestine are determined in their pur-
pose. Their agitation appears tobe a
reflex movement from the wave of
apti-Judaism which swept over Xur-
ope in 1832-1889. It took shape at a
congress which was leld at Kattowitz,
in 8ilicia, in 1884; socicties were then
established in all the capitals and
many of the leadiag towns of Hurope.
Sir Lawrence Oliphant took a promi-
nent part in promoting the enterprise
and quite large sums were subscribed

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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in England. Te started a quarterly,
called Palestine, which is still in ex-
istence. In student circlesin Vienna
the scheme has met with considerable
favor. A society has been formed
called the “Torwards;” it publishes a
newspaper entitled *The I'uture.” All
over Russia “Palestine Emigration
Societies” flourish; two dailies and
quite a number weeklies and month-
lies are devoted to the enternrise.
These various societies are not agreed
on a platform of principles; one of the
most eminent advocates of the migra-
tion, is in favor of the acknowledge-
ment of Clirist as the promised Mes-
siah but they all agree that the Jews
should be gathered in some place
where they will be safe from persecu-
tion.

A curious feature of the movement
is'an attempt to revive the Hebrew
language. A college has been estab-
lished at Jaffa, where all the branches
of imodern education are taught in He-
brew. Newspapers and books in He-
brew are being published in Germany
and Russia; a novelist who writes in

Hebrew has achieved the success of

having his novels translated; these and
the Hebrew periodicals have attained
such a circulation that it has been
said that more people use the Hebrew
language at the presant time than
there wers speakers of the Hebrew
when Mosos led the Jews through the
Red Sea. Of a new Testament in He-
brew an edition of 75,000 copies has
peen published.

-Whatever may come of this endeavor
to resurrect a dead language, and of

the scheme to repeople Palestine with |

Russian, Austrian,German and Polish
Jews, it seems certain that the dem-
onstration of vitality and power  of
concentration in the race will have a
tendency to mitigate the persecution
of the Jews which has lasted for so
many centuries. There is a strong

feeling in this country not ‘alone
among Hebrews, but - also among
Christians, that the hounding of the
Jews, which oceurs periodically in
Russia and Germany 18 a disgrace to
the age and calls for energetic rebuke.
Our Jews in this coufxtry are not
likely to emigrate to Palestine; they
are Americans first and Jews after-
ward; but if & time cane that money
were needed to enforce the lesson of
tolerence, the American purse would
be promptly and widely opened.—St.
Joseph Daily Herald,

Wonders of Nature.

Some idea of the microscopic. won-
ders of nature and a relative notion
of large and small may be gathered
from the wonderful arrangement of
the erystalline lens of the eye of &
codfish, which is found by the micro-
scope to consist of flve million dis-
tinct fibres. .These fibres are fur-
nished with teeth like those of a
watch wheel, and the teeth of thead-
jacent fibres lock into each other.
Now there are 624 millions of’ these
teeth; each tooth has six surfaces,
which come into contact with the
corresponding surfaces of those ad-
jacent teeth; so that the nuwmber of
touching svrfaces are 375 million.
INErR LaAMB.

Back Subscription.

All who paid for TRE RETURN, to either
Bro. Robinson or Bro. Schweich, and did
not receive the paper to the fnll amonnt
of their subscription, are requestcd to
notify this office and the amount found
due them will be credited on the present
issne. Please attend to this “without
delay.

Also, all those knowing themselves to
be indebted to either Bro Schweich or
Bro. Robinson, will please remit the
amount due, to this office, and they will
be properly receipted,

Send one dollar for THE RETURN and
keep posted for the next year.
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The Gathering.
Prohably there is no subject we
could mention, which would Dbe
looked upon with greater distrust by

the members of the Church of Chuist, |

and Latter Kay Saints out side of
the Salt Lake Church, than the one
we have chosen for present disscus-
sion.

The reason is obvious; no doctrine
has been more vehemently urged by
Latter Day Saints, and nothing they
have attempted, has been fraught
with such disastor.  These facts ave
apparent; the cause is more obscure.

To lay bare the cause of failure,
it will be nceessary to examine the
objects sought, the methods neces-
sary to insure success, and the
methods followed. Perhaps by this
means we may be able to arrive at a
clearer understanding of past fail-
ures and present conditions.

When the church was young and its
Elders earnestly warning the world
of impending disaster, many clear
minds among the leaders plainly saw
that the business methods of the
world were ways of death to the
body politic, and belng entirely in
carnest and largely unselfish, they
began very early to formulate plans
for the establishing of a community
of the Church people, in which the
cooperative plan should take pre-
cedence of the competitive system,
in all the large affairs of the com.
munity.

The **Zions Cooperative Merchan-
tile Institution” of Salt Lake City
is a direct, but abortive descendant
of those efforts. Those early elders
saw that traflicking in land for specu-
Iative gain, was not according to
God’s law, hence the idea at once
tock root, that the land should be
purchased by consecration of all,and
divided into inheritances to each
family.

But how soon did they lose sight
of this grand principle.

Scarce had the firstsettlement been
made when they began traficking in
land, taking interest on money and

speculating generally, just like the
rest of the world.

How could it be otherwise; they
had been told that in the Bible and
Book of Mormon is contained a full-
ness of the Gospel, and they Lnew
those book’s contained the law, but
they wanted more law and Gospel,
and they got it,—to their destruc-
tion. Whenthey had been driven
out of the country,they were told that
it was because of their selfishness and
coveteousness and because = they
would not obey a righteous law,
and that condemnation should ve-
main upon them until they would¢‘re-
pent and remember the new covenant,
even the Book of Mormon, and the
JSormer commandments, (Bible) not
only to say but to po according to
that which I have writen.” D.d& C.
Sec. 83, Par. 8,

Nothing can be more clear than
that the professed object of their
gathering, was to establish a com-
munity of God’s people, where they
might live apart from the world,

and in harmony with God’s law, in-
stead of DBabylon’s unrightous
methods.

If they weie indeed God’s people .
and did do these things, is it any
wonder they were driven from their
place, and told in the place referred
to above, and many others = besides,
$hat it was due to their own unright-
eousness.

They had Gods law, why did
they not follow it, instead of seeking
to a man for more law, and then
obeying neither, but instead hegin
trafficking in money, in goods, and
and in their inberitances which
should have been sacred to their
children forever, It all arose from
the idea that dominates th~ world
to-day, saint and sinner alike, viz.,
a disire to geta living ‘‘by their
wits,”” i. e. without work-—at the
expense of some one who is not as
as ‘‘smart’’ they.

In the last analysis every able man
whe obtains aliving without actually
assisting in the process of produc-
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tion, whether it be by rents, usury I always.” The modern world is tot-

or speculation, is, when judged by
God’s law a robber; and as such
must answer to him at last. What
wonder then that God scourged his
people when they preached one thing
and practiced another, and would
not suffer them:to pollute his inher-
itance.

It is clear to the thoughtful mind
that a plan to be successful, must be
based on right principles. It is not

_ehild’s play to found a commonwealth

that shall insure justice, happiness
and prosperity to the people, and
thereby stand forever.

Many have tried their hand at it
and failed, through one defect or
another. All who build upon Baby-
lon’s plan of selfish nterest, known
as the competitive system, are fore
doomed to failure, beyond the possi-
bility of a doubt.

If men adopt a right system and
depart from it through greed ,or over-
burden it through ill advised zeal,
the end must be the same—failure,
death.

The competitive system first stim-
ulates activity, competition, and
greed; then ags the struggle becomes
fiercer, the chances fewer, and the
competitors - more - numerous, - the
stronger push the weakeir to the wall,

the few become enormously wealthy,
the many, more and more depend-
ent, rents, interest and profits absorb
the earnings of the vast toiling mass,
feaving them at last only a mere an-
imal existence. ’

Intelligence perishes, manhood is
lost, integrity is forgotten, liberty
dies, while vice, crime, bribery and
universal greed run riot, and the
whole body politic becomes a seeth-
mass of corruption, fit only for the
sword of the destroyer 1o end its
worthless existence and blot out its
iniguity from the.face of God’s foot
stool.

Such was the fate and history of
Babylon, Egypt, Persia, Greece and
Rome. ¢‘Like causes produce like
effects under similiar circumstances

tering to its fall.

All statesmen know that a crisis
is near, but, blind to the true cause,
each hopes by superior cunning or
strength to save his nation from the
wreck.

On the other hand we are con-
fronted by the ultra communistic
social idea, which, while it would
undoubtedly best conserve all mater-
ial energy, yvet it would produce
practically the same results with
slight variations, by destroying the
larger individual growth, cramping
it to the capacity of a part of a ma-
chine, destroying. the nobility of
soul, which alone can result from in-
dividual freedom of thought and
i ction, and at last reducing all to
an enevated condition in which fur-
ther advancement is impossible, and
the people are content to live for the
present alone, and look for nothing
further than the supplying of their
physical wants.

The history of the world has pre-
served to us but one statesman broad
enough to grasp the whole field in one
comprehensive view, and point out
the fundamental principles of justice
and equity that will lay a secure
foundation for a people broad e-
nough to cover and subdue the earth
without becoming rotten at the core.

It was not the thunder of Sinai
that gave him that breadth of vision,
but the forty years communion with
pature’s God, in the wilderness ot
Midian, after a like period of obser-
vation in the corrupt court of
mighty Egypt. He had seen the
theories and pride of Babylon car-
ried to their fullest perfection, and
he was given leisure - to commune
with God, and learn that he designed
the earth for acry his children to en-
joy during their brief stay upon it.
The result is found Lev: 25. 23,
““The land shall not be sold forever:
for the land is mine; for ye are
strangers and sojourners with me.”’
A. book of genealogy was to be kept,

CONTINUED QX LAST PAGE,
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There are some who seem to act
entirely upon the Irishman’s maxim,
‘‘wherever you see a head, hit it.”’

We doubt if this is a good motto
under the gospel banner.

To such, every man who has e-

‘nough of the grace of God, and
love for humanity in his heart to
cause him to make an effort to do
something becomes a target for ma-
licious accusations. Such are never
c¢aught setting the north river afire,
but they think it their religious
duty to round up every body in gen-
eral and the workers in particular,
as being about all that 1is mean,
and, to use their favorite expression
“‘of the devil”’ generaly, if their
own disjointed theories do not re-
ceive the endorsement which they
think is due them. Now, we ex-
pected to hear from such on our
own account, when we took up our
present duties; and we are prepared
to receive without any complaint in
the future, as we have in the past,
all sorts of abuse from such. Why
bless you, it don’t hurt us, and it
pleases them, and let us whisper to
you a secret; they arve in a hopeless
minority.

Shall we forget the great work
before us, the great number of

cheering letters that come to us,
and above all, the many marked in-
stances of our Father’s faver and
gunidance, which we are coustantly
receiving, all because two or three
who have been more or less trouble-
some ever since they first came into
the church, get after us with asharp
stick?, Not we. On the contrary
it is fair evidence to us that some-
thing is to be aceomplished which

does not please the Prince of Dark-
ness,and we are thereby cheered. But
there is another side to this matter.
Such do not stop at abuse of us, but
include some of the bretheren in
their sweeping denunciations.
This we will not. stand. If you
must abuse us, all right; just open
the flood gates and let the torrent
out or it may drown you, but keep
hands off the bretheren.

If any have dene a wrong,let prop-
er charges be made in °decent lan-
guage, and let the matter be inves-
tigated and set right; but we warn
you right here that if you use un-
christian language about a brother,
we will cause your case to be inves-
tigated. We want no better general
proof that a man has net learned
Christ, than a manifest disposition
to abuse every body that does mnot
agree with all his pet theories. Let
no one be disturbed by these things.
Two or three may raise a great dis-
turbance by getting in the brushand
shouting ¢‘wolf,”” but if the camp
refuse to be disturbed, they will get
tired after a while and quit.

Council Meeting

The time draws near for the appointed
council of Sept 14 next. It is hoped
there will be s good vepresentation,
from the various churches.

There is  much that it is desirable
should be accomplished, not of a terpor-
al nature however, for we hope all un-
derstand by this time that the church is
not a temporal government and has very
little to do with temporal affairs,

It will be a great gain, if all the

elders living in thisregioncan come to-

gather and put down all dissension and
ill feelings, so that nothing will hinder
united action for the good of the cause.
It cannot be expected that the work
will prosper greatly until this is done,

We are comman’ed to be one, i. e.
live in harmony.

We think that if the elders will come
together, seeking mothing. but to do
right, they will now as in the past, see
clearly aud in harmeony. Let all who
can, come, even though it may require
a sacrifice to do it,
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CORRESPONDENCE.
WicHTs, Kas., Aug. 10, 1895,
Epitor  RETUrRN—I am  very much

pleased to receive the little paper called
Tur Rerury, which was published so
stccessfully by our dear Bro. Robinson,
and now by you. Ihope and pray for
the success of the paper and that it may
be edited in theinterest of love and truth.
Am sorry that strife and contention is
manifest in the church, for contention is
of the Devil, and is a great stumbling
block to the truth, which makes us no
better than Babylon (Christendom so-
called)and the Good Book says for all

of the Saints to come out of her, and be !
Ouar duty is |
another in love and |

not partakers of her sins,
to aamonish one
charity, for charity never faileth. I am
earnestly praying for the Lord’s Proyer
to be answered, when God’s Kingdom
shall come and his will be done on earth
as in Heaven. Wont that be a joyful
time, when all shall know the Lord?
Blessed time. Letus all work in love
and harmony, trusting -in the Head,
(Christ) that all will be to the hounor and
glory of God in the end. Thereare three
members here—the two ‘sisters Elliot,
and myself. We have no services, but
are all firm in the faith, trusting in
Christ. Trusting thatall differences may
be adjusted satisfactory in love. My
prayer and love is with youall in Christ.
. A. W, SINCLAIR,
209 8. Main 8t., Wichita, Kas.

Ping River, Minn. Aung. 8, 1895,
Bro. Wickes, Davis City, Towa.

DEan BroTEER IX CHRisT—I am glad
that the RETURN is again on its rounds
and may it by the the grace of God dis-
seminate the truth in many parts of our
fand. T see we are united in one thing;
that is believing the body of the church
is stagnant, though there seems to be
different feelings regarding - cause; 1
do not feel competent to diaguose the
case or prescribe a remedy; But,
bretheren I feel there is o spirit - of deep
sleep upon us; I hope and pray that it
may be temporary. I hope it inay be
like the calin that preceeds a storm; that
we may awake, and awake unto right-
eouness and that we may go forth as a
mighty river that has overflown all its
channels, all its banks, that we may so
deluge, so inundate thisbeloved country
of ours with the Grospel truths that thous-
ands may flock to our standard that they
may be saved in the arms of Jesus’
love: I have feared and felt that I was
somewhat in the condition of Saul, and

- was thinking of writing Bro. Brown up-
on the subject when I received copies of
Reryry, and after reading Bro. Brown’s

letter concluded to write RETURN flrst:
1 gaid above*somewhat’for I thank our
God that - I received such manifest-
ations, that I was not quitein that {fix,
and am convinced that when I receive o
commission or command from my father
(Christ) it is for me to obey, and not be
led or misled by any man, nor are we to
look to any man foraconfirmation; that
where we are isolated as I have been,
we must not expect that the good Lord
will fell Bro.. this or that he has com-
manded Bro. For G. to do so aund so.
But bretheven I am sorry to say at
present I can see no way of doing good
in this place; 1 feel as Bro. B. writes,
there is soou a great work to De done.
There certainly seems need of greateffort
and I feel that uunless we arouse to a
sense of our duty and do it, some will be
removed to give place to those more
worthy, more energetic, more perserver-
ing. But, dear brethren,and you are all
dear to me though I have seen so few of
you, yea, I think I can truly say all
souls are dear to me. I would that
I could turn them all to Christ.
There is only one way thatI know
of that we can convince the world-
ing we are the true church, that
is to show by our every  day walk
in life and ouy love for all men that we
practice what we.  preach. May God
help each of us to do our duty is my
earnest prayer, with my love to all the
church, ROBT. (GARRARD.

Ricamoxp, Mo., August 8, 1395.
C. A, Wickes,

DEAR BrROTHER—Seeing in the RETURN
that the executors of the Adams Wilt,
have selected the RETURN,and you as edi-
tor to publish it in the interest of the
church, that the brethren may have a
source of communication with each other
that we may hear from each other from
time to time. You remember 1told you
I was going to Lowrey City to preach.
I left home on Friday the 18th of July
went to Kansas City, - Left there on the
20, arrived at Lowrey City at 2 p. m.
found Bro. Gifford waiting for me with
sister Gifford and Bro. Deaton. We all
started for their home 6miles out in the
country passing through some very fine
rolling prairie. Arriving at Bro.Gitford’s
we were welcomed by the little church.
‘We preached Sunday evening the 21st and
had a good crowd; continued the meet-
ings until Saturday night. - We had
good meetings enjoyed by all and left
the brethern feeling well. 1 expected
to Jeave an Sunday for -Olathe but it
rained so I did not leave until Monday.
Arriving at Olathe we found brother and
sister Laing gone to Independence, so we
siarted next morning for Independence
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and found the brethren tolerably well spir-
itualy, . All said they were determined to
hold to the iron rod. From there I went
home arrving on Wednesday. While at
brother Gifferd’s I had the pleasure of
baptising two into Christ, Bro. James
Ashwell, July 25 and Bro. Samual Ball
July 26. Yexpect to start preaching
again to-morrow for a week or so.
May the Lord bless the church and may
all of the elders arise in the strength
of God and go forth to tho work of the
Lord as there is calls from different
parts of the country “come over and
“help us”” 1 bhave paid my way until
my means have given out. There are
some that have said they wished to
help pay my way around to preach to
the honest in heart. Those -that wish
to help cansend to me at Richmond
Mo, ' This leaves us all well. Hoping
the brethern at Davis City are well [
will close. P. A, PaGE.

Under date of Aug. 6, 1863, a friend in
the West writes:

“C. A. Wickes, Davis City, Towa.

“Drar SIr ANXD Bro.—The saniple cop-
ies of the RRTURN at hand, and to whom
shall I return thanks, for I am very sure
I am thankful, and you may put me
down as a subscriber. As to the cause,
you will hear from Bro. ———, who,
like myself is a member of the Reorgan-
ized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints. We don’t like the name. Why?
It is not scripture. See the Bible and
Book of Mormon. Second: We cannnt
reconcile king craft and priest craft with
the symplicity of the gospel of Christ.
Please write a plain statement of the
constitutional organization of an apos-
tolic ¢hurch; its offices, government and
discipline. 'We want truth and facts.
The Bible and Book of Mormon will be
the standard of appeal.

“Truly yours, —— ——."

Replying to our friend in the West, we
must quote the language of Christ; <My
Kingdom is not of this world,” This is
the key note, the ignoring of which has
built the church of Rome, and all her
daughters, and we cannot leave out Lat-
ter Day Saints; for- all have made the
same fatal niistake, by attempting to
found a "church that - should rule the
land. ’

In the Bible and Nephite Records, we
find no such plan. God gave junda-
mental principles for his people to build
their temporal affairs upon, but left His

state. To join the functions of church
and state must produce the most barbar-
ous and savage bigots it is possible to
imagine. It did soin Rome, and it did so
at Salt Lake,when the blood of a dissenter
sas spilled to save his soul.

This is the legitimate result of a union
of the functions.of church and state.

It is the offspring of hell, not of
Heaven, whether {founded on the Roman
Ritual or the Doctrine and Covenants,
The world has never produced another
such a perfect copy of the Papacy, as
Tatter Day Saints have built, only veil-
ing it under different names.

Christ's Kingdom is to be built as he .
said, “within you,” i. e, in the heavts of .
his subjects:

Christis the King,his twelve apostles;
whose mission is eternal, stand forever
in their place, and none may usurp it
without = condemnation. The officers
of his church on earth are Elders, Priests
and teacliers, and their office  work is
spiritual and not temporal.

The church in each place is a republic
within itself, and may govern its tem-
porial affairs inits own way, never in-
terfering with the affairs of state, else
the liberty of dissenters is endangered.

If any different scheme can be shown
from the Bible and Book of Mormon, we
want to know it.

By letter from Bro, T. J, Pollard of
Provo, Utah, we learn that there are six
members left of that place, and all liv-
ing in peace and harmony. Thisisas it
should be. Where the members are at
varience, they bring a reproach upon
the Church, and it is better to use the
pruning knife, than to premit the body
to die of cancer.

Special Ofier.

For $1.40 cash in advance, we will send
T RETURN for one year and a complete
set of back nnmbers (26) published by E.
Robinson. This will apply to those who
have already sent a dollar for the paper.
Send forty cents more and we will send
you a postpaid set of back numbers. In
clubs of five we will send the paper and

church wnencumbered with the affairs of | back numbers for $6.50,
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The Gathering, -
CONTINUED FROM 4th pacE.
‘and the inheritance was to descend
- to the oldest son, or nearest ‘m’ale
relative forever. ~
No selling of mheutmces there,

L no mortgage sales, no tax sales, - no

_ invasion of the roof ‘tree there’ by

any power; the title is Nor in the inan,

but his  posterity forever,

_ That effectually stops speeulamon

in land: values, and vast rental. acs
“eounts does it not.,
How about money?

. brother ‘may hve Wlth thee.”
520186, :

_ &Oh but”’ ‘says one whose ;o‘zeed

is alarmed, ¢ Webster

- Tneans only unlawful interest.””

© - Indeed, pray tell us how lonm
; fafter thie translation of the Bible dxdy
. Webster live; and if that was Moses’
 ‘meaning, why did

he:
words ‘‘or increase.’’ s
" What do they mean? It is no use;
“there is no room for: speculation or

~add  the

greed in.God’s law..  But can’t we

work the tariff scheme, and let the
% producels pay the great bulk of the

k “mnually, sec Lev. 27:30. An in-
gome tax pure and snnple, and “we

~ may add, the only just tax thatever |
was leued falling on - all alike; ac-:

cording: to thelr amhty to . pay.
Three grand fundamental principles,
- which, as they are heeded or disre-
~garded, determine the “destiny - for
'Wéﬁl ‘or woe, of every people.  Some
will urge that ‘‘you cannot legislate

mhteousness into. men, youw ‘must |

~ get the heart right and then they
w111 ‘do right: "

Out-on “such “sophistry:
hearts of the teachers are so far
wrong that they are not willing' to
adopt C God’s law to check their own
and other’s unrighteous greed, there
s not much hope that theu teachmg

1 ess

= ““Take thon
- no usury of him, (thy brother) or
 increase: but fear thy God; that thy
Lev,

$ays usury

‘mentina nutshell,
'hvpoeutes to cloak their gleed, .
o is parroted by men ‘who ‘‘haven’t
time’’

The tenth of your mcneasef

1t ‘the

Wlll ever produce much mghteous» :
You arenot worknw for the

right, when you are engaged in
makmv or upholdmn' laws th‘ﬂ? work ‘

‘ Wlong

‘I'he way to plove that 3 ou mea;z

right is to go to  doing rwht and -

working for right laws, .
But Othels urge that Moses’ la.w was
“doneaway in (Lhust,” and. we are
not hound to obﬁewe his command-
ments. ;
Let us see:

Moses saidf o tho“u:

shalt not kill,”” we may kill now
He sald“fhou shalt - not
bear false witness,’” that don’t count;j L

may we?

now “does it?

-The universe has changed smee 1t: o
‘was writen ‘‘the land is mine;?’ 1f

Moses expreased an eternal prmmple
it must of necessity he ‘*done away ‘
now for ¢‘all Moses” law was dol

away in Christ.”’

Ttwaso

md‘ o

—or somethmv to thmk for
themselvcs i :

‘His plan of government may bek '
summed up thus; : :

The earth is the Lord’s and 1s for (i

injustice throudh 1t it shall not be o
‘asubject of specutahon ; : L
'One hundred dollars at one perv .

cent interest, co: *vnmmded annually;
wouldina few centuries swallow the

entire products of the earth, past,
;presentand plospectnve, therefore,
money shall beused qelely asa med-‘ o

fum of exchange.
Al forms.of taxation or.
vested interests may take froma man

his home; or work hard  ship upon ..

him when he is lesing instead of
gaimno- ground financially, therefore
an income tax being the only one

that will take only from those who

are ableto spare it, hfxll be the Onh

form of t%xauon

"TO BE CO\’lthLD‘

- \\~\\_‘\‘\i.liltt‘c‘liDZI}Tl‘LlIh.U[g :

That is the uguo o

on yl‘;‘md or.



“Condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even all, and shall remain
until they repent, and remember the New Covenant, even the Book of Mormon and
the former commandments. not only to sAY, but to Do, according to that which I have

written.”—D. & (. Sec. 83, Par: 8.

Vol. 4, No. 15.

DAVIS CITY, IOWA, SEPTEMBER 1, 1895.

‘Whole No. 51,

LETTER FROM ELDER COCHRAN,

0Of the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints.
Epitor RETURN,

Dear Sir:—In your editorial of
June 15th you refer to my reply to
your effort at Greenville Chapel and
say that I talked ‘‘all over the Scrip-
ture for inferences against us,”” and
quote anether person whom you
represent as having said that *If
blank assertion can answer positive
proof then he (you) wereanswered”
by me. I know that I made state-
ments of what'1 believed to be facts
which I did not have the documents
at hand to prove, but which T am
satisfied were corveet, as I shall be
able to show.

In your effort you endeavored to
show that {he Chureh did wrong in,
as you say, changing the name from
the ““Church of Christ’’ to ““The
Church of Latter Day Saints,”” and
yvou state in the editorial referred to,
that they.did so, ‘‘leaving Christ en-
tirely out.” . You referred to the
minntes of a conference held at
Kirtland, Ohio, May 3d, 1834, as
vou also.do in yeour editorial for
July 15th wherein you refer to the
action of that conference as the
“*crowning climax of her folies,”
by deliberately divorcing herself
from Christ in a resolution in which
she dropped all reference to his
name and called herself the Churcli
of Latter Day Saints.  Now I am
fully satisfied that the above state-
ments are not correct, and that as 1

stated in my answer the intention -

was not to drop the name of Christ
at all, but that the. title of -Laftter -

Day Saints was added for the pur-
pose of defining those who composed
the Church rather than changing the ™
nawme-as you assert. You make the
agssertion -that they  ‘‘dropped ali
reference to his name.” It is notso
stated in- the miinutes, and that it
was not so intended subsequent -
actions of the Church plainly show,
and the following quotations will
make this fact so plain, that if you
ever make such statements as the
ones referred to above again, I shall
know that you make a willful state-
ment of that which you know to be
untrue. On Sept. 24th, 1834, less
than five months after the time you
mention as the one when the crown-
ing climax of her follies was reached,
a committee was appointed to ar-
range the items of doctrine of Jesus
Christ, for the government of Aus
Church of Latter Day Saints, and o
make the matter still clearer and
place the matter beyond the possibil-
ity of a doubt as to the intention of
the Conference held in May, 1834,
and show that in all cases where the
title Chureh of Latter Day Saints
was used, the name of Christ was
understood, I call attention to the
minutes of the General Assembly
held Aug. 17th, 1835. When the
committee referred to above, report-
ed the result of their labors, and the
Assemibly took action on the same,

‘and adopted what has been known
‘since that time as the book ef Doc-
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trine and Covenants, in the: min-
utes of that assembly we find the
following: *‘President W. W. Phelps
then read an article on marriage,
which was accepted and adopted,

and erdered to be printed in said |

book by unanimous vote.”” - We
quote from that article which has
been published in all editions ot the
‘Doctrine and Covenants that have
been published since that time except
the Salt Lake edition of 1876, and
possibly since. Sec. 1st of that ar-
ticle reads as follows: ¢‘According
to the custom of all civilized nations,
matrriage is regulated by laws and
ceremonies; therefore we believe that
all marriages in this Church of Clrist
of Latter Day Saints, should be
solemnized in a public meeting or
feast prepared for that purpose’’ ete,
‘Again I quote from Sec. 4, of the
same document: ‘¢ Alllegal contracts
of marriage made before a person is
baptized into this churcir should be
held sacred and fulfilled. Tnasmuch
a8 this Church of Christ has -been
reproached with the erime of forni-
cation and  polygamy, we declare
that we believe that one man should
have one wife and one woman but
one husband, except in case of
death, when either is at liberty to
marry again.’”’ In section one, we
evidently have the: title of ~the
Church just as the Confercnce of
May 3d, 1834, intended it should be,
Church of Christ of Latter Day
Saints. From - these quotations it
can be plainly seen that yourself and
your predecessors who have writlen
on this subject have jumped to con-
clusions that were not correct and
were seeking' for inferences, that
were inferences only.
"~ Respectfully Yours,
Asa 8. CoCHRAN,

Our Reply.

In the above letter Elder Cochran
takes us to task for our statements
made in the Rerurx of June 15th
last, under the caption ‘‘Infallibil-

ity.”? " We arve glad to give space to
this letter, for now all can see just
what argument can be presented in
excuse or justification of the action
of the early church in this departure.

' In the editorial alluded to, we stated

that Elder Cochran presented *‘in-
ferences only >’ and ignored the only
place in the Scriptures where a posi-
tive command was given to settie
the point of the name of the church,
viz: Book of Mormon, page 471,
par’s. 2 and 3.

Chn any one find a reference to
this place in Elder Cochran’s Jetter?

Does he make denial of any point
we stated, and sustain 1t by proof?

Does he present anythiny but an
inference, in this letter, to offset the
plain facts of history presented?

And yet he seeks to over awé us
with the statement that *‘if we ever
make such statements again, he will
know that we make a willful mis-
tatement,”’ or words to that direct.
effect. - We are. sorry the. Elder
teels so bad, but we shall be’ com-
pelled to reiterate those statements
with emphasis, and add that any class
of men who can so easily shut their
ayes to facts, are to be pitied.

We.  didn’t say anything about
what those men.meant to flo when
they changed the name of the churchy
we simply refer to their own: record
of what they did do, and gave their
own words for'it over their names.
This, Elder Cochran does not im-.
peach, nor does he show where they |
undid this action ‘of May, 1834,
His allusion to the committee ap-
pointed Sept. 24th, 1834, to revise
the Book. of Commandments; is an
unfortunate one, from the fact: that
the result of their labor was the book
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of “‘Doctrine and C’dvenants of the
Church of Latter Day Saints,” print-
ed at Kirtland, Ohio, in 1885, and
accepted by the churclt at-the gener-
“al assembly referved to by him.

Tt so reads on the title page of that'

edition
‘We never stated or supposed - that
the e‘uhf church went into Buddhism

or some religion outside the pale of

christainity .’

We stated that they did officially.

drop. Christ. from  their name,. just
what he told them not: to “do,and
Elder Cochran nor any one. else: has
ever produced one word of proof to
show that they did not, and what
is more Lie never will, for it cannot
bedone.  The facts are too plain,
the disobedience too flagrant to ad-
mit of excuse or palliation, and its
amazing blidness can only be under-
stood when we consider that when a
people become utterly disobedient to
God’s law, he gives them over to
utter blindness, that their wmks may
he manifest.
To plead that sewme oie  officially
otherwise, afterward used the
name of C'hivist in: connection awith
the church does not help the matter
“at all,
. The record of what was done, and
C'hrist’s command on the ver vy point
at issue, will forever eonfront all who
attempt to defend the action,

The only consistant course for such
is that chosen by the editor in- chief
of the Saints Herald; viz. raise a ter-
rible dust about sbmethino of -abso-

lutely no value to any one and slip
out under the cloud, without one

word on questions of vital interest

- upon which his pohcy has been at-
o tacked. :
We still think that if thab wnim-

‘ence of May 1834 had “mtended” to[,i ~

call themselves *‘church of (‘hust of ‘
Latter Day Saints’ as Elder Coc.glan‘ ‘5
suppofe'ps or infers, it would so ‘tp- .
pear in the minutes of their ptooeed-~ .
ings. , o
Aund how about the other points
Elder: Cochivan?
church with departure: from God"s*:
laws in the matter of land spec‘ula;t‘ion‘, -
usury, and going back on the record
made by its own first leaders on. the
*‘spiritual wife”’ questlon o

At the Greenville chapel \on an-
swered ourour quotamon frem God’s

Iawson the land questlon, by statlnm -

that we had sold land ,as exucutor of -
the "Adams estate. You‘ seemed to
forget that our trust under the law

~compelled such action,and that weare .

livingina time when God’s people

have no organization that: would

makke it possible for them to do dif-
ferent from the rest ofthe wor]d in
this matter, and that the point in
view was the fact that God’s law

contained the provisions mentioned o
‘and that the church at mdependenge o

had been, and the people at Salt
La{ike and Lamoni now are’ m posi- -
tion to carry out this law if they

would, but had become so blinded by

greed that they had utterly lost sight |
ofit. - Against the law on usury,
you supposed. that you. had  raised

$10) worth of corn, and sold it, and.

$0 offsel the positive command found .
in Lev.25-36:7. = Youasked‘‘should
I be compelled o loan
earned money without interest. .
Think of it, a preacher of the gospel
appealing to the greed of his hearers

to sustawn his people in  disobedience

of a direct and positive command of

wivw.LatterDay Truthorg
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God, and dropping the argument !
right there :

As to Joseph Smith’s responsiblity !
for the **spiritual wite’”’ revelation
of July 12, 1843,which you yourself
alone referred to at that meeting,
it will be in order for you to attack
the testimony of Marks and Sheen in
the first number of the Herald and

elsewhere,and when yon haveshown |

that they and Robinsen and the
Laws all lied, it will be time enough
to attack the host of witnesses at
Salt Lake. ‘

The columns of the ReTurx are
open to all Latter Day Saints, who
may take issue with us, provided
their articles are couched in terms as
those used by Elder Cochran.

We have nothing to fear from such

 discussions, for it is truth we aim to
present, and if we unwittingly adopt
an error, he is our friend who points
it out to us: and if we oppose truth
to error, there is no way in which it
can do so much good, and rouse so
mmuch interest, as in this, where each
sits down and quietly writes out his
best argument for all to read and
judge of,

‘We offered to mail a copy of this
paper to every subscriber of the
¢¢Herald’’ if they would furnish us
their mailing list for the purpose.

The junior editor, and the business
managet ‘‘declined with thanks,”’ not

" that they were afraid of the results,
#¢Oh no,but we consider Whitmerism
too dead to interest our readers.”” )
The Herald or any other legitimate
paper is welcome to our mailing list.

Perhaps ¢‘ Whitmerism” soealled,
may prove a very live question to
some of the self-suflicient ones of the

earth,

Council Meeting.

The Council of Elders was appointed
to convene at Davis City at 10 a. m.
oo Saturday, Sept. 14, 1895.

The train from the north arrives at
12 o'clock noon, and from the south
at 2:40 p. m. Therefore all who de-
sire to be here at the  beginning,
should come on Friday. )

Our office and hall are just three
blocks straight north from the depot,
so one need have no difficulty in find-
ing us. Let all come who ecan. It
any come by team, we have ample ac-
commodations for them.

Bro. J. J. Snyder requests us to an-
nounce that his first pamphlet**Truth
No. 1,’* just off our press, is now
ready for free distribution. All who
desire to read it, can procure & copy
by sending a one cent stamp either to
this office, or to his address, Room 19,
Commercial Block, Salt Lake City,
Utah. .

Elder David Whitmer's “Address
to all Believers in Christ'” can be had
by sending a two cent stamp to Geo.
Schweish, Richmond, Mo. or t0o this

vtfice.,  You cannot do betiter than 1o
gend this book to .your friends. 1t
has-been the best missiopary in the

fleld so far.

Back Numbers ot The Return.

‘We have on hand about 500 complete
sets of numbers 1 to 26, published by
Bro. Robinson, atd we are authorized to
sell them at the low vate of 50 cents per
set, postpald to any addressin the United
States or Canada. The personal history
of the editor is the best church history of
the times and events mentioned, that has
ever been published.

Every believer in the Book of Mormon
should have a set.

We have also a number of sets of the
publication of Bro. Schweich, which we
are authorized to send for 25 cents, post-
paid. e "

Send one dollar for THE RETURN and
keep posted for the next year,

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Entered.at the postoffice at Davis City, Iowa, as
nml matter of the second cla:s

DAVIS CITY, IOWA SEPT. 1, 1895

Replying to our friend in Los An-
geles, Cal., whose letter appears in
the correspondence columuns, we cor-
dially bid him welcome to the col-
-umng- of the ReTurx. His strong
array -of argument shows wmuch

“earnest, ln«lependent thought snd
mvesmgation, and the conclusions
reached are without a doubt correct.
We have mailed him a copy of the
¢¢ Address ”

We take it that by ‘‘former com-
mandments” he means the ¢ Beook
ot Commandments,”” printed at In-
dependence, . Mo., in ’33, and
afterwards remodeled into the ¢ Doc-
trine and covenants of the chureh of
Latter Day Saints,” at Kirtland,
Ohio, in 1835,

There are very few of tlie original
copies in existance. A few years
ago the Salt Lake Tribune, an Anti-
Mormon paper, printed a second ed-
ition of it, but we are informed that
has been exhausted.

The Executors of the Geo. Adams
Estate intend to publish an edition
from this office some time this fall.

Replying to the point raised
against us, we think his view is based
upon & misapprehension of cur state-
ments. and of the actual 1equue-
ments of the case.

An Apostle of Jesus Christ was a
called witness of the fact of his res-
urrection. There were but twelve
—the Eleven and Paul; Mathias was
chosen by men while thpy were tar-
rying fo Treceive the endowment.
They were commanded to tarry, but
they went to making Aposties.

Jesus in his own time called and
qualified Paul. Their tenure of Of-
fice is eternal. Jesus told them that

in the regeneration they should sit
upon twelv~ thrones judging the
twelve tribes of Israel. '

How will these fellows look in that
day, who are now claiming to fiil
their places. '

Others were calied Apostles in the
sense that they were especial witness-
28, but there is not one word from
Jesus by which we can infer that
others were to take their places as
they were called hence.

With this view we would not ex-
pect christ to appoint others if he
established his church in another
place, and turning to the account of
his visit to America, by Nephi in
Book of Mormon, we find that he
called twelve ““Desciples,”” and told
them that they were subject to, and
should be judged by his twelve
Apostles at Jerusalem

True, the record states that as
these died, the church appointed
others in their places, but the record
also shows the church began to apos-
tatize very shortly, on both lands,
and it does not show that christ au-
thorized the filling of their places.

When he restored the gospel in
these last days, he called not Apos-
tles, nor yet Desciples, but twelve
witnesses, of the record.

How can their places be flled?
The church was gcarce a year old
when they began to Apostatize, and,
taking everything that Joseph Smith
said ‘‘as from God’s own mouth’’
they heaped to themselves Apostles,
Prophets, High Priests, and a host
of other unauthorized officers and
principles, but that proves nothing
but their blindness.

In conclusion we will repeat what
ve have before written, ‘‘when the
Lord wants twelve men for any pur-
pose in the church, we will say
Amen, but until hie calls and qualifies
them, excuse us from any complicity
with man made Apostles.”

An Elder of the Reowanizatiom,
living in Tllinois writes that he has
noticed several shots in the ** Herald "~

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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of late, aimed at the Rerurx, and
as he don’t believe in condemning a
man by evidence from one side only,
he wants the vack numbers of the
REeTURN, that e may judge for him-
self.

~We are very glad to assist an in-
vestigation of that kind.

We have no other object than
to spread the trath, hence the more
readers the better, and we do not
fear the judgement of thoughtful
men who dare to investigate.

Under date of Aug. 17, we received
a cheering letter from Bro. John
Clark of Council Bluffs. We would
be glad to publish it, but as it is in
the nature of a personal letter to our-
self, and as sowe -things which he
considers detrimeutal to the cause are
handled in a very plain manner, we
refrain lest some might be wounded,
and we do'not wish to appear to re-
taliate, even through the hand of a
friend.

In another place will be found an
advertisement of Bro. J. J. Snyder’s
pamphlet, Truth Na. 1. It treats on
the gospel, and right living, and will
be valuable to both believer and un-
beltever. The yreat need of the pres-
ent time, is a clearer lae of demarca-
tion between saint and sinoer, and
we believe this book will greatly as-
sist in making -plain many of the
points wherein the former kave fallen
short of both duty and privilege. We
hespeak for it a careful, thoughtfal
reading.

The figures opposite your name
in your address, indicate the date to
which your subscription is paid.

Please note it carefully, and if
any error appears, write us abont it
so we can rectify it. All who can
should send their subscriptious
promptly in advance, for it takes
money to run a paper. 'Those who
cannot aiford to pay for it, and yet
desire to read it, will receive it free
if they will notify us of the facts,

CORESRPONDENCE.

Ricayonp, Mo., Aug. 14, 1895,

Bro. Wicknes:—I just returned from a
little tour of proclaiming the Gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ.  Some gave good
attention and liked the Gospel.  They
may obey if they hear a few. more Gos-
pel sermions and the devil dor’t deceive
them. May the good work move for-
ward and all the Elders put forth their
best efforts to forward the cause of our
Master is the prayer of your brothier in
Christ.

P. A. Page.

'DANVIL] B, California, Aug. 2. 1895,

Epiror C. A, WICKES ——Dndosed you
will find an order for $1.00 for which
please continue sending the RETURN to
Mary P. Powe. but to the following ad-
dress: Mrs. Mary P. Powe, Danville,
Caontra Costa Co., California, as she is
now stopping here and will want it sent
here for all future time. . She has been
wishing that an Elder would come this
way in order that she might be baptized
and she is now nearly eighty-two years
of age. Wishing you success, *

I remain,
Mrs. A. E. CLARK,
Grand-daughter of Mrs. Powe.

It is expected that we or some other
Elder will \151t Cal". within the next
year.—Ed.

A frleud m Los Anoeles, Cal., writes
Aug. 10,

MR, C, A WICI{ES: Kind fellow trav-
sler to Zion, Greeting:—I have just re-
ceived a few numbers of the RETURN
with the **Address” of David Whitimer
to all believers in Christ. Have read
them with much interest and desire to
thoroughly investigate the church you
claim to be the Church of Christ. 1 desire
to subscribe for the RETURN., When I
send the money I will send a dollar und
forty cents so as to get & seb of the back
numbers: 1 wish you would tell me
where to get a book of the ‘‘former com-
mandments” in their unchanged state and
what it would cost, also one of David
Whitmer’s ‘“Addresses” to all believers
in Christ, for I want one of my own to
keep and study well in connection with
the Bible and Boolk of Mormon, and any
other pamphlets that you think will give
me light. T am a member of the “Re-
org':un' zed Church and have been for four
years, but I am now convinced that a
lot of High Priests or'even one is an im-
positiont on the Church of Christ under
the gospel of Christ, and I never could
find but one at a time whose duty it was
to make intercession for the people, as
type of the one Christ,  Qur great intep-
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cessor fills that office forever, and I do
npt now accept of a prophet, as a law-
giver, because of all the prophets of God
that the Bible and Book of Morinon
spealt of, they (the books) only speak
of two that were law-givirs and com-
manders. They were Moses and Christ:
and as Christ is.the gospel law-giver
which is the everlasting gospel that shall
never be changed, it leaves no room for
a third law-giver to give another law,
and if it be said that Christ may still
keep on giving law I
gave the letter of the gospel in full to
the Apostles, and commanded them to
go and teach 1t to all nations, and if the
faw that He gave then would save those
who qbeye_d it, it will save those who
obey it today without any more law.
But is God never going to speak again?
Yes whenever he desires to; but it wont
be law, it will be the word of the Lord;
“and the word of the Lord and the law of
of the Lord ave two different things, Of
all the prophets of God in the Old Testa-
ment, we find none of them giving law
but Moses. The rest all gave the word
of the Lord to the people telling them of
their departure from the law and what
the result would be if they did not re-
turn, Now [ believe that this was all
Joseph Smith was ever called to do,
translate the Book of Mormon which
contains the gospel that Christ gave to
the Nephites the same as in the New
Testament, and then warn the people to
return to that gospel. And when he be-
gan to receive revelations to govern the
church, he was deceived and led the
church astray again. For instance, he
gets a revelation for the church to g0 1o
Ohio, and there receive my (God’s) Iaw,
qqd they go, and what do they receive?
V}hy a repetition of the law of Moses,
Now if the church was breaking that
law as well as the gospel, if God spoke
in the matter he would act like himself,
and have his prophet show them their
departure and warn them to return like
we read in the Revelation of John:

113 -

‘Remember from whence thou art
fallen and repent,” (or return) etc.
Since I have spoken of what -1 see

‘\::rong‘ in the Reorganized Church, I also

have somewhat against thee,” and it is
this: you state in the editorial of one of
the RETURNS that the office of an Apostle
was not intended to be perpetnated.
Now wili you please tell me where you
Zet youtr authority for such a statement?
You surely do not find it in the Bible
or Book of Mormon, and if God hath set
Apostles in the chureh as Paul says he
(]Tld, who has the right to take them out.
Now I want the trath, and may God help
me to find it and by His grace I will give
my hge to _help spread it. So if you
have it and can prove it to me, I will

answer that he

cast my lot with you, bat I am afraid
you will bave a time doing it if you re-
ject twelve men standing at the head of
God’s kingdom on earth. Not that I
have any ambition to fill one of those
offices, but I firmly believe that they
ought to be filled, that the church may
be in good running order. So be careful
that you do not depart from fhe ovder of
God, by rvejecting some of the officers
that God bhas set in the church while
others depart by heaping upon, the
church a lot that God never set in it.
Flease give me what light you can and
oblige your fellew wraveler in hope of
Eternal Liife. *

i ForsyTH, Mo., July 1, 1895,
C. A. Wickss.

Dear BrotHER—I have tried to get
subscriptions for the RRTURN but cannot
vou had better only send the one paper.
1 will give it out to those I think will
take an interest in reading it: There
are no L. D. Saints here and there has
beenn but little preaching by them in this
part. I have been so bothersd in mind
and afflicted in body and have a hard
way to make alving that I have nof
preached any since last fall

When the Book of Mormon -was re-
vealed to me (for truly it was by the
power of Godya personage appeared to
me and told me that Book should lead
me to the church of Christ, and so I am
waiting for a development of the church.
I hope that there will be nothing admit-
ed mto the church of Christ, that will
render it difficult to determine, for I. be-
leive if any held pure authority uncle
David held it. If the church of Christ
ever begins making laws to govern herself
inthe general councils, then good-by.
But if she will accept her law giver and
thelaws he has already given to govern
her, then CGod will show forth his power
in her. If the Eiders neesd any- council
they will veceive, if faithful. all they
stand inneed of. I never felt satisfied
with the L. D. Saint Church. I have
heard so many false gifts delivered by
the members, aud the order of wministery
is not in harmony with the law of Christ
gever ming that matter. In ract accord-
ing to the Book of Mormon, her faith aad
vork’s (in part) is not in harmony with
that book.

They have the Mosaic and Gos-
pel laws mixed to suit their purpese
and when called on to prove their po-
sition they have to go back to the Mo-
saic law for their proof. Their lew of
Tithing is not the law of Tithing that
Giod gave to his people inany age of
dispensation. Where do we find any
servantof God claiming as Hiram Smith
did to having the power to seal up info
eternal life so that they cannot fall,
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They are in about the same, condition as :

the Catholics, as near ‘as I'can compare

them. “And now let the ‘churchof Christ
‘g0 tomaking laws,and soon she will have
a one raan head, who will receiye laws
for her then by ‘the "two ways of get«
ing laws. > She will then "divorse ' her-
self 7 from Cuorist our law giver and
leader.: But so -long as she is faith-

fulin keeping the laws that are recorded

in the everlasting covennant: they wiil
be blessed in very “deed. ' I know beyond
a4 doubt that the Book of: Mormon is  the

‘record of Gods people here on:this * land: ;

Xout i gospel faith

Wi G KINYON. -

Hornick, Towa, Aug. 22nd, 1894,
Brotaer CooA. WICKRS: ©
denvor to send in a brief report of whatI
have been doing in this locality, and'our
numbers; standing;; ete, as has been re-
guested. - T'have not been idle but trying
to let the light %hme, and Oh! how the
Lord has blessed me in so'doing. T have
averaged not less than one sermon-every:
two weelks for the last three years, be-
sides bemg an active worker in Sunday
School. My labors have besn almost ei-
« tirely in. my own nsighborhood, having
;premched some at Hillsdale Iast spring,
and an nosw preachmg’ ina different pdal“t
“of this county as well as in my own: vi-
cinity. : Have had to labor against fear-
ful odds by way of opposition,and moun-
tains of preJ\ld[C(é but have been given
courage to press onward,  During this
time have preached two funeral sermons:
and solemnized two marriages; one’ as
Justice of the Peave and ons as Minister,
Have baptized six, and one more now:

1 chall ‘en-

ithelr aintul d\cohedmce

Causes of Jew:sh Dersecution

- Much of theanti- Semitic legislation

of: the preaent day is brought aboub .
not because of the reugzon of the He- !
brqu but beeause of the open and fla-

grant ueglect of thelr rehgmn a,nd the

spread of infidelity among ‘them, So
writes one of their own learned rabbxs, o
recently. We thougbb as we read this
sentiment of the many and oft, res
peated wammga God gave the natmnf
concerning bble very thmg, and can
bug look upon their press\nt condition
as the fulfiilment of some of the pre-k
dictions which was to follow. upon

Israe} forsakes h1~1 1dolam and ‘fre-

?turns unto the Lord” can his condl-

tion: be materlallv improved And ;
cavs Jehovah' “f wxll yet be mqulred;

of by the house of Israel to do it for  ~
It is for this we. hope and o
pmy and work —-Hebrew Ohr]sman :

them.”

It is eaxd that 'ohe embalmed bo’hes
of thres Jews. have been found in a
secret cave in ‘Mexico. From the He-f
brew ins-ription on a tablet it 18 in-
fPrred that they are upwards of six

hundred vears old. = Ths Jewish Talhs ’
and Tephillim were found on thehod» S

ready and others near the'door.  We ape
now seven in number:in. this immediate.
.vicinity and one at a distance..  May the

Lisrd inorease our fold; we are in good | -
danger of goins o hell are those who

‘expect to st'x tfor he‘},ven tomorrow. Lo
“——R'xm’c Horn. ‘ . .

gpiritual standing and it does ‘our souls

~good to meet foc"ether toserve and-praise .
the Lord and drink in of the Spirit which -

is manna to our souls: It Seems that we
care indeed one in spirit and in truth and
rejoice in tha {reedom ot the gogp"l of

the Son ‘of 'God, ‘although “we “ave ‘vet:

“babes in Christ and ask an'interest in the
prayers of the brethiren and sisters everys-

b Dwill try again to be at: the

council; I was dlsappomted before. =1

ama t(u'rner by ‘occupation: and  cannot

always leave just when I would like to.
\To oﬁlcm‘s hezf\ except myself.
W, S Rom*mq, Jider,

Our article on the ¢ Gathering” was

crowded outiof

with some correqpondence, but, will

appear in the next number. :

: issue :
,dela\

this number, tegether

ies. ——Hebrew (Jhrmtian .

The people wh- are in the most

Not until -

Back Subsemptlon
: AH who paid for THE RETURN, to ewther

Bro. Robinson or' on Schweich, and dul,; : ‘

not receive the paper to ‘the fall amonnt
of -theiv subscuphon are reque@tc d to

‘notify this office and the amount found,

due them will be c;'edr‘red on the present -
Pledse: Vattend to ~'thls' without- g

Al so' all those Lnowuw themselvcs to
heindebted to eithor Bro Schweich or
Bro. Robinson; will please remit the
amount due; to this oﬂice, and they willt.

1'be properly 1ece1pted

wwwe L dttel Du\ Tluth org. .




“ Condemnation resteth upon the children of Ziow, even all, and shall remain
until they repent, and remember the New Covenant, even the Book of Mormon and
the former commandments. not only to SaY, buf {0 Do, according to that which I kave

writien.”—D, & ¢'. Sec. 83, Par: 8.

Vol. 4, No. 16.

DAV:S C'TY, iOWA, SEPTEMBER 15,

1895, Whole No. 52.

THE LOST TRIBES OF ISRAEL.

Theory That They Have Been
Found in the Anglo-Saxon
Race.

A question thatisrapidly forcing itself
to the front in religious circles is the lo-
cation of the lost. tribes of Israel. 1In
view of the prophecies that when the
children of the house of Judah, or Jews,
return to Palestine they are to be accom-
panied by their brethren of the house of
Israel, whose identivy among the nations
has so long remained undiscovered, the
subject is intensely interesting alike to
Jews an Christians.

For many years devcut minds have
been engaged in investigations that have
vielded continnous streams of light from
the sacred and secular history, chronol-
ogy, astronomy and numerous other
sources. Scores of men eminent in the
realms of religious, scientific, historical,
ethuological, and philological research
have pursued their inquiries unceasingly,
and claim at last £ have solved the mys-
tery in the discovery that the Anglo-

Saxon races possess all the distingunishing

marks whereby the lost tribes are to be
finally recognized.

Prol. €. Piazzi Smyth, late astronomer
royal for Scotland, in reviewing & book
by Prof. . A. L. Totten, United States
army, an enthusiastic apd voluminous
writer on the subject, expresses himself
as follows:

“«What is the effect of so unexpected a
discovery on the Bible ifself? It is two-
fold, First, it causes us to behold and
acknowledge therin the accomplishment
of a true miracle, and of the mightiest
kind through the ages; consummated in

our own days, And, second, it causes
the Bible to become for the Neo-Israelitic
Anglo-Saxons of America and OGreat
Brituin with ber colonies, as it was for
the tribes of Israel of old, an infaltiable
book for their national guidance in poli-
tics as well as a collection of inspired
instructions for each individual soul in
religion™”

Naturally, the supposed discovery of a
truth so long hidden from theological
eves elicits considerable criticism from
conservative expositors of the Scriptures;
earnest seekers after light cann ¢ afford
to treat with disdaic the opinions of de-
vout and scholarly men, exceptat the risk
of placing themselves in the catagory of
those possessing the Pharisaical spirit.
The exponents of this belief complain
that they do not receive fair treatment
at the hands of the religious press.
W hether this be true or uot, truth itself
must eventually be victorious and can
afford to patiently await the issue.

The faith of the Christian is 1 no de-
gree threatened by the controversy, as
evangelical activity is increased by this
new testimony to the faithfulness of Je-
hova to His promises, while to the loyal
Jew the discovery is pregnant with an
early fulfillment of the glorious hopes
that have sustained him through long
centuries of gloom and disaster. ~ Briefly
stated the facts are as follows;

The house of Israel was banished to
Assyria about 721 B, (.; the house of
Judah to Babylon about 100 years later.
The house of Judah returned to Palestine
under Ezra and Nehemiah after seventy
years of captivity, but the ten tribed
house of Is.ael never returned. Accord-

1ng to numerous prophecies they were to
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become Lo-Ammi (not my people), gen-
tilized, outcast, divorced and known un
der another name: On the other hand
“all the great prophets predict that while
in the land of their dispersion they were
=10 be recovenanted and become the sons
of the living God—a strong mation ard
chief of the nations—in the isles of the
seq and the isles far off—in the North
and West—possessing the gates of their
enemies and to be among the pations in
the midst of many people asa lion among
the beasts of the forest. All of which
promises undoubtedly refer to the ten
tribed or lost house of Isracl and not fo
the house of Judah, Ifis contended by
the exponents of this supposed discovery
that there is no possibility of the fulfill-
ment of these prophecies if they do not
vefer to the English speaking people.
-At any rate it is a subject replete with
international interest and should be ac-
corded a dignified discussion and candid
consideration.—~New York Mail and Ex
press.

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL

Of BElders of the Church of Christ,
Heid at Davis City, Iows,
Sept. 14th, 1885.

The (“ouucd was mlled to order at
 Z.o'clock p. m., and opened with prayer
by Bro. Page.
'Bro. P. A.Page was chosen President
“and . A. Wickes Secretary.
. . Minutes of ‘the April Council were
) ré_é',d‘ and approved.
REPORTS.
Bro “Clark veported no labor in the
hne of pr@achmg and no baptisms.
Bro. Roberts reported baptising one
' worrnn ﬁmce his report of Aug. 22nd,
_,'and told of hm eﬁ‘orts in building up
" the church in his lovmlaty and expressed
his determination to always be ready to
- uphold the gospel banner.
.. Bro. La Point: repor ted the
meetings al Lavis City
tinued, but had not dove any pre aib'nv
- Was determined to still hold on to the
gospel as found in the Bible and Book of
‘\/Iormon .
BrosPage- repm‘tnd reoui ar méeting—si

pl‘-a}'er

were stil «con--

at Rmhmond qu been to Lox vrey City,
Mo., preaching there o week @ and bap-
tising two. Had preached in other
piaces and labored in Independence.

Tetters were read from Bro. J. T.
Clark, of Tndependence, Mo., A. B. Frisby,
Salt Lake City, Utah, C. C. Fishy, Salt
Lake, Utah.

SPECIAL BUSINESS.

Chureh Incorporation was faken up
and & resolution was offered as follows:

WnEREas, the Church of Christ of
which we are oembers was incorporated
at Davis City, Towa, by the members of
the Davis City Church and one other to
wit: John C. Whismer, of Richmond,
Mo., on the 4th day of December, 1890,
without previous notice or consultation,
and

Wasrgas, we understand that the
Church of Christ should not b made a
centralized body Iike the churches of the
world, therefore be it

RuesoLVED: That we reject this act of
incorporation, it being unauthorized and
unuecessary, and subversive of the lib-
erty of the gospel. But if the churchin
any place desires o do any business that
requives incorporation, that church or
congregation should incorporate. as was
recommended by the Council of 1890~

C. A, WICKES,

Adopted. Joun CLARK,

C. A. Wickes read report of Execulors
of Bro. Adams’ will, from ReTURN of
June 1st, '95, and reported acts of said
Executors to present time, V_{oved by
Bro. Clark and Roberts that. the reporf
be approved. Carried. :

The matter of Bro. Fred (Junnmr'ion
was taken up. Bro, Clark 1eported that
he had been seen in western Iowa receat-
ly, but did not; know where he was now.

The matter was deferred until Monday
and” as some have thought thfxt Bro.
Wickes had violated the law of Christ
| ot divorce, the matter was made the
special order for the evening, Adjourned
to meet at 7:30,

RVENING %Ebmov .

Council was called to order by ‘Bro.
Page and opened with prayer by Bro.

-3 Clark. - After consultation it.was "

. RusoLveD: That as we find Bro. Wickes
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did not put away his wife, but she put
herself wway against his wishes, we hold
that he has not violated the law of Christ
by murrying again. Adopted.

Adjourned t1ll Monday morning.

Preaching service was held on Sunday
morning and evening at the hall. Bro.
Roberts spoke in the morning on “The
Officers of the Church of Christ.,” and
Bro. Wickes 1n the evening by request
on the subject of “The Gathering.”

Council met on Monday morning, Sept.
16th, at 10 a. m., Bro. Page presiding
and was opened with prayer by Bro,
Clark. Various matters were discussed,
and the case of Bro. Cunnington was
taken up. No word has been received
{rom him, and from the evidence pre-
sented it was found that the charge
against him is true, and we hereby with-
draw the fellowship of the church from
bim-until he shall make acknowledge-
ment to the church and the party in-
jured. @

1n the evening prayer and testimoney
and sacrament meeting was held.

TUBSDAY MORNING,

Meeting convened at 8 a. m., and
was opened with prayer by Bro.
Wickes.

Minutes of yesterdsy’s meetings
were read and approved. Commun-
ication from Simecn F. La Point,
James E, Hockert, BElme O. La Point
aud Sarah B Ilockert was received
and vead, and ordered spread upon
the minutes,

“To the Council of Elders of the
Chureh of Christ, convened at Davis
City, Lowa:

We, as members of the Church of
Christ at Davis City, lowa, do rve-
quest that our names be dropped
from the general church record.
We would like the sawe privilege to
go out of the church as we came in.

sweox F. La Pomr,
James E. Hocxere,
Ewue O. La Poinr,
Saran R. Hocgerr.”

Moved that the request embodiec
in the above communicatios be
granted. Adopted.

Report of Bro, €. C, Frishy was

taken up, and as from the evidence
it does not apper that there was suf-
ficient grounds for such action as has
been taken hy the church in Salt
Lake, regarding Bro. Suyder. It
was moved that a committee of
three, consisting of Bro. Page, and
two whom he shall appoint to act
with him, be empowered by this
council to investigate the affairs of
the church in Utab, and sit as a
conrs of Elders to decide any cases
that have arisen. Adopted.

Bro. Page appointed Bro. Clark
and Bro. Wickes as the other mem-
bers of said committee.

Letters were read from Bro. A, P.
Smith of Independence, Mo., in
which he charged that the prooceed-
ings of the Council of 1890 were of
the Devil, and that three of the
church had been cut off from the
earth because they did not raise their
vicce against such proceedings.
Bro. Page stated that Bro. Smith
had requested him to erase his name
from the church records. ,

It was decided to advise Bro. Page
to grant his request, as we find he i
in a very bad spirit, and has been
iabored with and refuses to vepent.

Letters were read from Bro. John
C. Cox, of West Port, Cal,, and
from the accusing spirit manifested,
we cannob endorse his labors as an
Elder, until the matter is further in-
vestigated, and bis case is herevy
veferred to the eourt of Elders ap
poiuted for Uhah.

The lester of Bro. Elias Land, of
Rogers, Texas, to the Lamoni
“ilerald” of July 24th, 1895, at-
:acking the RETURN was read, and it
was

Resonven: That we cannot sus-
tain Bro. Land as an Elder in the
church, until he apologizes through
the ‘*Herald” for that action, and
we also declave him to be out of
irmony  with - the church in his
views on ¢*The Twelve.”’

ResoLven: That we still endorse
the Bible and Beok of Mormon as
the only standard of faith and prac-
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tice of the Church of Christ
Adopted.
Resorvep: That we endorse the

actious of the council of 1880, as
being in harmony with the word of
God Adopted.

Ruscrvep: That the next council
be held at Richmond, Mo., on the
first Friday before the full moon in
October, 1896, at 10 o’clock a. m.
Adopted. Adjourned.

P. A. Pacr, Chairman,
C. A. Wickzes, Secretary.

The Gathering.

CONTINUED FROM AUG. 15th.

In our first article on this subject
we noted some of the objects sought
to be obtained by this principle, the
chief idea being to found a common
wealth in which the Saints might live
in righteousness, free from the evils
of Babylons system of gresd. We
also observed that they immediately
‘began following the verv methods
from which they sought relief.
Some may be disposed to -question
this., We refer all such to the his.
tory of their doings as given in their
own papers of the time, and espec-
ially to the various utterances of
Joseph Smith on the subject, as
given in the Doctrine and Cove-
nants.

Most Latter Day Saints aceept them
as inspired, and in many places re-
‘ferring directly te these things, he
tells the Saints the reason they were
not permitted to remain in their var-

ious settlements in Missonri, is that | :
‘Day church from making the same

they were not oreying a righteous
law, and should not be permitted to
pollute their inheritance. If we ac-

cept these statements of his, and try

te discover how long it will he be-

fore they may make another effort
to establish themselves, we find
that question answered also, by the
quotation at the head of the paper—
until they repent and remember the
things written in the Book of Mor-
mon, and the foimer commandments.
That the latter refers to the Bible is
very clear, for the luter command-
ments had not then been published.
Moreover the words are ‘used in con-
nection with the Book of Mormon,
and fixes them as former or before
that, hence it must refer to the Bible.

'y'his is in harmony with God’s us-
ual methods; tor when his people
transgressed, he sent prophets to
them to warn them of the results of
broken law, and to return to bis
statutes. Another class may object
that this gathering business would

‘mix the affairs of church and state

tos much, and that the spiritual
work should not include temporal
affairs,

- Here we toneh the key note of the
mistake of the ages of Christendom.
Men have ever been prone to forget
that it is written “*My ways are not
your ways,”’and that Jesus said** My
kingdom is not of this world.”

Rome placed the church over the
temporal affairs of the world, but in-
stead of spiritualizing the world, it
corrupted the church. ‘

England did the same thing on a
smaller scale, with the same resuits.
The added light of the ¢*New Cove-
nant”’ could not prevent the Latter

mistake.
TO BE CONTINUED:

Send _one dollar for THE RETURN and
keap posted for the next year.
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DAVIS CIY, IOWA, SEPT. 15, 1895

Another Council has come and
gone. It was not to be expected
that many could attend, the church
is s0 few in numbers and so widely
seattered.
of satisfaction that enough were
present to give to each guestion pre-
sented a majority opinien unbiased
by any personal interest in the case.

Much that is important was ac-
complished; the various vexing gues-
tions were passed upon and we  be-
leve the conclusivns reached will be
accepted by those who are in the
right spirit, and alive to the work.
A number of people banded toge her
and earnestly working to accomp ish
a definite object, can accomplish
much; but if they devote their ener-
gles to pulling each other down, or
wrangling over guestions that have
been clearly decided upon long be-
fore, they have no strength left to
employ in advancing their cause.
Those who persist in such a cause
are a detriment $0 any cause  Years
ago some of the Hlders took the
position that the Church of Christ
must of necessity be united, and
often guoted ‘‘except ye are one ye
are none of mine.”’

We think experience has proven
that this was misconstrued ~ While
it is true that those who do not keep
the spirit of the Lord, and thereby
arrive at a oneness are none of His,
yet itisalso certain that there will be

It is however a matter

such, for it is also written, *it must
neads he that offenses come,”” and
the wheat and tares must grow to-
gether untii the harvest.

The strength of the first quotation

lies in the promise that they who do

his will shall have his spirit, which
shiall make them ‘*one’” with him, in
spite of the opposition from without
or within the fold. .

Painful and unpleasant as it is to
all right minded persons, we have
deemed it best to give scope and ex-
pression to some of the discordant
elements that have scught a hearing,
The Elders have spoken in no un-
certain terms on the matters present-
ed, and the former position taken by
the church has been affirmed.

Hercafter the paper will be de-
voted to building on that line, and
those who dissent from the position
of the church must find other means
to propagate their ideas. We have
faithfully published the painful and
unp.eagant occurrences, as well as
brighter events, for we do not be-
lieve in ‘*whitewashing’ in such
matters, whether it be ourself or
others who are goncerned. We trust
that those who are in earnest in the
work will'lend a  helping hapd to
push it forward.

If all work together, much may
be accomplished. May the spirit of
the Master direct hiis servants in all
things, and then all - things shaill
work together for their good—-even
the wrath of men shall praise him.

We apologize to our patrons for
the late appearance of this number.

Qur oftice force is small just now,
and the regular - publication of a

local paper must be maintained.
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After the coune’l we were neatly
sick for some days, and the clouds
of dust which filled the air, so -af-
fected our eyes that it is impossible
for us to work at night.. We intend
that such delays shall not often oceur,
and we hope our fricads will be pa-
tient in this instance

We print elsewhere a commuaica-
tion from Bro. Peter Olsen, on the
Sabbath question.
have never given this matter much
thought, but one thing is certain; if
a-thing is plainly commanded in the
Seriptures, without limitation as to
time, the commmand holds good to-
day; and if we are simply following
the commands of the Roman chureh,
the sooner we forsake them for the
commands of God, the better it will
be for us.
 We shall be pleased to hear from
any person or brother who may hold
opposite. views to those expressed
by Bro. Olsen.

~In reading the mmutes of the
Council it will be noticed that very

little seems to have bheen done at the.

Monday session. »

The fact is however, that it wis a
very busy day. During the discus-
sion of the law on divoree, on Satur-
day afterncon, Elder La Point used
eéxpressions that could not be over-
looked. The matter was taken up
on Monday morning, and to justify
himself Elder La Point made specific
accusations against the writer, on
points which bave been held against
him by some, for many months past.
These were carefully examined ong
by one, by the council, and decided
against the  plaintiff. The original
action against Elder La Point was

We confess we

then taken up, and to avoid expul-
sion he withdrew the offensive lan-
guage. . This fully satisfied the
writer, and- to° avoid. wounding a
brother’s feelings by publishing an
adverse finding, the writer suggested
that the proceedings be not publish-
ed, ‘which was agreed to by the
rest . However we preserved a copy
of the proceedings signed by the

Klders who decided the cases.

In the evening the Elder and sev-
eral relatives refused to partake of
the sacrament, and the next morning
he and three others withdrew from:
the church as recorded in. the ‘min-
utes: : : :
We are sorry to see men takesuch
action, but when men give. way
o & spirit of **rule or ruin,’” major-
ities' count for nothing. = However,
the church” has  taken ~advanced
ground, and allows men to'walk out
as freely as they walk in.

If they ate in the. wrong they go
out to their own condemnation and
if the church is in the wrong, all the
“trials” and “*findings’’ in Christen-
dom will not change the verdict
when the great court shall sit, and
allare judged- **-ut of the books.”

“Olose ranks! - voRwaRD!?

We take great pleasure in: stating
to our friends in the West, that ar-
rangements have been made for Brn.
Page and Clark to visit the Pacific
Coast in the near future—not later
than Dec. st

Many friends have long desirved to
have an elder visit them, and @ these
brethren  have ‘consented = to "go.-
They are men of large experience,
firm in" the faith; and of unswerving.
integrity, and we have no doubt will
with the Father’s blessing do.a good
work for his cause. ;
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GORESRPOND EE‘”E

Pmtxe&, weiting for the paper . will
please sign their hanie. - 1f they do not
wishi it ‘bc appear; state the facti but we

~mnst have the name. Also wrife onone
side of the paper only." :

IS PG,

The Sabbath Quesﬁon

WE%TO\T Towa, Sept. 7, 1Q90

Bro. WiCKs:

ing the Babbath: Gen. 1908
blegsed Lhe seventh day and sancufied

Fx 16:28: <“And he said unto ﬂ]em, Lh,

is that whwh the Lord: hativsaid:tos mm e

“row is the rest of the holy sa,bbath unio
the Lord.” T ajgh,‘ 58’:1

Eiy “Ce!tamly, ;S¢
matter is 1mipo

i ‘ol the house of Tsrael 'mdzothers UThere

on Olsen als¢
mg. extract fnom 2. leetm
by a Catholic: By riest: named Enw ight,
in ’che Cathohc chmch at Avoca,f

I will write. concpm- e :
‘of the earth has power or ¢laims power
Hto maI\e WS bi nding upon the con%:encef

“fore I wish'the blethren it the church to‘

“pray the Lovd for light on'the mater
o fhmk the Lord will let you know.

2 Thet churehes of Salt Lake and Imnonf G
. awant to follow. thewr prophets and. apos-

;.;‘;tieq, and, :high ' priests, but. the  frue

f:k; church w111 follow the Reeqrd of Jos

‘ The
 peace améng God's “childran. " Here
the gospel for the JeWs and evexy bod:
i Luke 3 55 6 “the

bath day acdording to the law.”

,;;day was: Jesus' resurrection. day—-SunQ

~day. . Theday before was the Sa bbath,

: ;Matk 16 1-2. Milllons ot Jevvs say. Sat-
urday is the babbath =

The' Lmd £l peop] will'tiot. folicw “the

- " woman spoken of in Rev. 17: 18, nov the | :
day ‘to keep it holy, but. fhe - Cutholic

. beast that curried: her; but will follow

the conxmandments of God. The Sabb.uth

i ’n: between God and hlS poople

 PrRr OLSHN SR

also who Came :

'ested tbe sfs}*-“ - .
: :thev can thm ¢ 0{——-Antr-Chr13’o the. Scar-

“let Colored: Beast; ‘Babyloi,

“The Protéstunts’ claim that ‘the i’ihtf
‘ot Harlots, ete., :md 4

‘I stlent obedleuce to the mandmt

the ‘Mother .
he' sanie time
profess a great-reveren v thé Bible,
and yet b}, theirsolern. act of keepmg ‘
Sunday  they -acknowledge our power
and obey our church instead of the Bible..

The Bible sar)s rémember the Sabbath

church says no; keep the. fir st dmy of the ‘
week ‘and all the world: bowg down in
of the

catholic church e
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RicumonDp, Mo., Aug. 25, 1805,

Bro. Wickes: My thoughts at present
lead me to make an effort to say some-
thing regarding the sthte of the church,
While there is some difference in regard
to church organization, how is it with
each and every one of us as merabers in-
dividually. Ave we letting our light
shine that others seeing our good works
may be constrained to glorify our father
who is in Heaven? When we find some
of onr members seeking an excuse to ab-
sent themselves from  meeting contrary
to law and example of firm christians,and
refusing to partake of the broken body of
cur Lord Jesus Christ and his precious
biocod which wasshed for them,forthe rea-
sou they think some of the members are
not what they mught be,neglecting s plain
command of God, viz. let a man cxamine
himself and let him eat of that bread and
drink of that cup, the very ordinance
Giod has provided for spiritual growth,
witnessing unto God that we do always
remember his Son that we may have his
spirit to be with us. Tet us remember
if we have not the spirit of Christ weare
none of his. It is obvious what follows
{his conclusion, we are led by some other
spirit, either of man or the devil, To be
carnally minded is death but to be spirit-
ually mindedis life and peace, From the
very time wecease going to church or
neglect the assembling of ourselves, we
begin to retrograde and fall from our
steadfastness. O, Brethren and sisters of
the church of the Living God, we are
living beneath our privileges and not
magnifying the Lord our God. and walk-

ing as children of light. O let us all
awake to a full realization of our rve-|

sponsibiliity to our Heavenly ¥ather,
and try  with all the ability we posess to
do his will, to whom be glory now and
" forever, Amen,
Frawcis MILLER,
Bro. J. J. Suyder requests us to an-
nounce that his first pamphlet:“Truth

No. 1,” just off our press, is now
ready for free distribution. All who
desire to read it, can procure a COpy

by sending 4 one cent stamp either
this otfice, or to his address, Boom 19,
Coramercial Block, Ralt Liake City,
Utah.

Back Subscription.

All who paid for Tes RETURN, to either
Bro. Hobinson or Bro. Schweich, and did
not receive the paper to the fnll amonnt
of their subseription, are requested to
notify this office and the amount foand
due them will be credited on the present
issue. Please attend to ths without
delay.

Also, ali those knowing themselves to
be indebted to either Bro Schweich or
Bro. Robinson, will please remit the
amount due, to t-is office, and they will
be properly recsipted.

Back Numbers o1 The Return.

We bave on hand about 500 complete
sets of numbers 1 to 26, published by
Bro. Robinson, a1d we are author.zed to
sell them at the low rate of 50 cents per
set, postpaid to any addressin the United
States or Canada. The personal history
of the editor is the best church history of
the times and events mentioned, that has
ever been published.

Every believer in the Book of Mormon
shonld have a set.

We have alwo a number of sets of the
publicatior of Bro. Schweich, which we

are authorized to send for 25 cents, post-
paid,

Elder ﬁfzv"(‘i Whitmer's “*Address
tn all Believers in Christ” can be had
by sending a two cent stamp to Geo.
Sehwei h, Richmond, Mo or to this
office. You cannot do better than to
ssnd this book to your friends. It
has been the best missiopary in the
fiald =0 far,

The figures opposne your name in
address, indicate the date to.
subscription is paid.
Please note it carefully, and if any

your
which your

error apbears, write us about it so
we can rectify it. All who can
should send their subscriptions
promptly in advance, for it takes
money to run a payer. Those who

cannot afford to pay for it, and yes
desire to read it, will veceive it free
if they will notify us of the facts.

www.LatterDayTruth.org



“Condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even dll, and shall remain
until they repent, and remember the New Covenant, even the Book of Mormon and
the former commandments. not only to saY, but to Do, according to that which I have

written.”—D. & C. Sec. 83, Par: 8.

Yol. 4, No. 17.

DAVIS CITY, IOWA, OCTOBER 1, 1895.

‘Whole No. 58.

THE SABBATH.

Tur day of rest originated in the
rest of God when He ceased the
work of creation, at the making of
man to have dominion over the earth.

- It was in remembrance as an insti-
tution of God, long before promul-
gated by His voice in Sinai; (Gen.
ii, 2, 3. Ex. xvi, 23;) and there is
no ground for believing that the
sanctifying of the Sabbath,was not a
law among the Patriarchs and the
Antedeluvians,because itis not men-
tioned in the secriptures; for from
the time of Moses until Solomon ,when
it was unquestioably in force, it is
nowhere mentione,

Throughout Christendom, with
some slight exceptions, the first day
and not the seventh,is kept as a Sab-
bath. For this they have no war-
rant in the scripture, and pretend to
none. (Buck’s The. Dic. ¢“Sabbath,””)

* The reason given for the change
is that Christ arose from the dead on
the first day, and the attempt is to
justify it by tradition, and practice
of the church.

But evidently, the Church has no
power to change or abregate a com-
mandment of God, who reqired us
to keep the seventh day, not any
other day in the seven. v

The early Christians did undoubt-
édly frequently meet on the first day
for religious worship, precisely as
the Saintsdo nowadays, in exclu-
sively Christian communities; not be-
cause they regarded it as the Sabbath
of God, but because on that day,
being the regular day of heathen fes-

tivals, men would come together to
hear them. Xeeping the first day as
a Sabbath instead of the seventh, is
one of the innovations forced upon
Chrisianity by the Emperor Con-
stantine, to make the change of na-
tional religion less difficult.

- The very language of this Cem-
mandment seews to presage the pro.
pensity of man to change the Sab-
bath; and God, foreseeing what
wicked men would do, has placed
on his chosen,a special injunction
that they keep that day in all their
generations for a perpetual covenant;
Ex. xxxi, 18-17, and awful penal-
ties ‘are pronounced against those
who abolish it.

The Sabbath is appointed for men
in every station in life and the crime
of exacting labor of children and
servants on that day is a great offence
unto God. It is the Sabbath of the
beast as well as of men, and to work
beasts for our pleasure or profit, is
also an offence unto God.

Gospel Monitor.

BIRTHRIGHT.

Is the principle of selling one's
birthright for a mess of pottage in
existence in the church at the pres-
ent day or has it passed away with
carnal ordinances? Itis the oppo-
gite of spirit that gives nobitity and
puts down meanness. Isaac’s birth
was. in some sense supernatural, and
represents connection with heaven.
It might be said -that Christ only
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now has any virthright, and we get
ourg from and through him,

As illustrating the character
and spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ,
it is a principle of wide and constant
application, entering into the affairs
of daily life very frequently, and
tends to elevate thoughts and feel-
ings. Itis the cause of the respect
we feel for the authority handed
down by Elder David Whitmer, and
our solicitude that it shall not be
taken away from the earth again,

It is the hope of the world in a
tast degenerating age. 1 L.

STOLE A LOAF OF BREAD,

In how many churches throughout
the United States was the supplica-
.tion *+Give us this day our daily
bread,’” addressed to the throne of
grace last Sunday? One would
hardly imagine that such scenes as
the following could, possibly occur
in this bounteous land of Christian
civilization. And let it be noted,
in passing, that the highest church
authorities have deliberately declared
that it is no sin to steal Dbread to
save life from starvation; vet the
government anthorities ‘‘held them
for theft.” 'The New York Sun
says:

““Policeman Fink of the Morris-
ania station saw two young men
steal two loaves of bread that had
just been left in a porch at Hunt’s
- Point road and Southern boulevard
yesterday morning. Clutching the
bread under their arms the men ran
until they saw the officer. They
stopped when he threatened to shoot
them, and said:

“We’ll gowith you, but for God’s
sake don’t take the bread away.
We haven’t eaten anything in nearly
three days.”’

- They said they were Frank Clif-
ford, a mason, and Wm. Reilly,
painter.  Clifford said he had a
home in Albany. Reilly said he had
no home. They said they were out
of work and half starved. Their

clothing was wet with rain, and they
said they had been tramping through
the country in search of work,

The officer was obliged to take
the bread from them, but he bought
them some sandwiches which they
ate ravenonsly on the way to the
police station.  Magistrate Cornell
expressed his sympathy for the
prisoners, but said he would have to
hold them for the theft of the
bread.” —Ex.

Will People Ever Leara?

Did you ever stop to think that
when a smutty finger touches a
pictureit tarnishes the entire scene?

Did you ever stop to think that
wher you speak ill of one of a
family you leave a mark of misery
on all? When the breath of scan-
dal falls on one of a household,
how it must hurt and sting all
around the hearthstone. No mat-
ter how pure and innocent may be
the life of a father,mother,brother
ot sister, when one is traduced and
slandered all suffer alike,

Think of the heart ache, the
“bitter tears that have saddened
many & beautiful lite because of a
crue!l word spoken of those near
and dear. If the tongue of evil
speaks true, then the greater the
woe, but if it speaks falsely, the
words cut the sensitive down into
the dust of humiliation, much the
same.

Think of the sorrow that broods
like a pall over many a home be-
cause seandal has besmirched the
garments of some of its inmates.

Oh, how careful we should be
about 1epeqtmcf street rumors and
giving wings to the evil imagina-
tions of the base.

God grant that not a word of
ours may ever embitter and sad-
den the life of any innocent
soul. O. B. HaustEAD.
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THE GATHERING.
CONTINUED FROM SEPT. 15th,

He who reads the Doctrine and
Covenants finds a complete plan of
temporal government laid down and
the officers of the church are made
the officers of the land, thus placing
a temporal burden upon them which
could not fail to unfit them for spirit-
ual work. Also being contrary to
God’s law already given, it could
not fail of his distavor, hence no
wonder they were told he would not
permit them to polute his inberitance.

Their mistake lay in studying up a
theory in their minds, and asking
for a revelation to suit their theory,
when they already lad God’s law
on the subject in his word. The
leaders of the Lamoni Church have
said much about the separation of
church and state, and yet c¢laim to
believe the book of Doctrine and
Covenants, The Salt Lake people
prove their taith by their works, and
in some measure practice what the
hook teaches. Both stand in gross
greor because they have not judged
sither the ook, or their theory, by
that which ‘iz written.”’

God’s plan for the temporal gove
erument of his people is written in
the Bible. Like himself it is based
upon eternal principles, is unchange-
able and has never been set aside by
his authority. It is distinct from
the Gospel.or spiritual law, hence
there is no mixing of church and
state. © The one educates the heart;
the other directs the hand.

We cannot too strongly emphasize
this peint of the entire separation of
Clarch and State, in God’s plan.

This is the rock upon which both

the former and latter day church bas

split.  There is no place for Tithing
in the Church, m thesense of an
obligatory tax! but there is in the
Government of God’s people

There is freedowm and purity m
the church, enly when separated en-
tirely from the affairs of the world,
i, e. temporal things, and its officers
will be led by the spirit of God,
only when there are no inducements
of power or gain attached to their
Bishopricb' Only then will they la-
bor solely for love of the right.

It is only necessary to glance over
the literature produced by Latter Day
Saints of the various factions, to
perceive that almost without excep-
tion, they have followed the first
great error, and bent all their efforts
to building up a church that should
be a Kingdom. Such a course could
not fail to produce the same intol-
erant bigotry which has ecaused both
Catholics and Protestants to burn
each other, and all dissenters at the
stake ‘to save their souls.”’

Shall we say that the grace of God
will be sufficient to prevent such s
spiris from growing up in the true
church?

The work of the **Danites’’ in
Missouri, in Nauvoo, and Salt Lake
forbid such a conclusion. Our only
gafety lies in the law, written in the
New Covenant and the
Commandments,

We have examined the object
sought by the Gathering,and glanced
briefly at the methods pursued, and
we find in God’s law, the basis for
the right method. We can easily
see that the methods which have
been, and are being pursued, are not
in harmony with that law,

TO BE CONTINUED,

Former
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DAVIS CITY, IOWA, OCT. 1, 1895.

EDITORIAL ITEMS.

We have had several calls for Bro.
Snyder’s pamphlet,*Truth, No. 2.”
No. 2 has not yet been sent to us
for publication, and we cannot say
when it will appear,

Sr.C. Hendrickson sends us a clip-
ping from The Gospel. Monitor, on
the Sabbath Question. We advise
all to read it carefully, and if there
are any flaws in the argument, we
would like to hear fromsome brother
or sister who can make them clear.

Under the caption, ‘*Stole a Loaf
of bread,”’ we print a curious tale,
for this boasted land of liberty and
plenty.

People who live in the as yet,
prosperous farming districts of the
West, have no conception of the ter-
rible conditions of life in the great
cities, which are,Octopus like, slowly
but surely drawing the substance
from all tributary country. ¢‘Like
causes produce like effects.”” We
have adopted the economic policy,
of England, who borrowed it from
Rome, who copied hers from Baby-
lon. Who can doubt the result.

Politicians, Priests, and People,
like swine, think little of the future
so long as their own stomachs are
filled; but what shall we say of Lat-
ter Day Elders, who so far forget

the message of warning entrusted to
them, as to join the mad scramble
for gain, and sneer at, and deride
those who point to the plan God
gave for the temporal salvation of
his people.

Bro. A. J. Clark os Los Angeles,

Cal. who has recently been con-
verted from the Reorganizers, sends
us a copy of his paper, The Patriotic
News, containing a kindly notice of
TuE RETURN, for which ‘he has our
thanks. The Patriotic News is pub-
lished in the interest of the Order of
American Patriots, a body formed
for the purpose of agitating against
the alarming encroachments of Ca-
tholicism in our land.

Send him stamps for sample copy
and examine the subject for yourself.

In our opinion there is no doubt the

Pope has sinister designs upon this
country. and it is clear that he has
already secured a very strong posi-
tionin America. The spirit of intol-
erance is just asstrong in thatchurch
today as it was in the dark ages,
only curbed by the strong hand of
necessity.

Many are deceived by 1ts lamb
like appearance, but we thoroughly
distrust it.

Give it power, and the life of a
‘theretic”” would be safe nowhere.

Bro. J. J. Snyder requests us to an-
nounce that his first pamphlet*‘Truth
No. 1,’¢ just off our press, is now
ready for free distribution. All who
desire to read it, can procure a copy
by sending 4 one cent stamp either to
this office, or to his address, Room 19,
Commercial Block, Salt Lake City,
Utah,
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CORESRPONDENCE. !

i

Parties writing for the paper will,
please sign their name. If they do not |
wish it to appear, state the fact: but we |
must have the name. Also write on one
side of the paper only.

B e T W W W N N )

LETTER FROM BRO. BROWN,

JERUSALEM, Sept. 16, 1895,

Drar Bro. Wickes: Your letter of
Aug. 18, is received with joy and glad-
ness. I will try to answer your ques-
tions, and will touch tenderly the many
things you speak of,and such other mat-
ters as may be presented to my mind,
and give you the privelege to correct
and select for the RETURN, such as you
may think suitable food for the disobedi-
ent rams anu the beloved lambs.

If the letter is too long for one number
you can continue it. You say that you
wrote a letter some years ago which I
have not answered; my dear brother,
there are others of my spiritnal children
that have done the same as you have
done, and I have the right to make the
same complaint and I am glad of the op-
portunity to answer them all thisat time.
I have always been aware of the preju-
dice against me since that time you met
me at Richmond. I left for this country
without consulting any of the church,
and after coming here, lostall our money
in a bank failure, and too old to work,
and in a strange country amongst people
who could not speak to me or me-to
them. In a natural way it looked as if
I had been turned over to the buffetings
of Satan; so I concluded to live in ob-
scurity as much as possible until my
mission to this country would prove it-
self true or false.

Hence the veason of your letter and
many others not being answered, and
not because our hearts have become cold
towards any of the dear brothers. No,
no. ZLet any one that has ever known
the sweet fellowship of saints and
then be separated from it as we have
been, they would gladly shake hands
with anything that has the name of Saint
to it. And dear brother if you knew
how glad we were to receive your letter

you would write to us whether we an-

swered 1t or not. You say that Christ’s

i church and gospel are one thing, and the

temporal government of his people isan-
other. Isay, Amen. You wantto know
what we are doing, temporally and spir-
itually. I did not come to this country
to do any temporal business and could
not do it if I wanted to;andalthough we
lost our means of living, we have been
wonderfully provided for. We have not
asked any person for help nor do we in-
tend to, but are trusting in God for our
necessities and so far, we have had bread
tea and shelter. Without being asked,
the Doop families at Cherryvale have
helped us very much, and they will be
rewarded for it. Spiritually T am doing
the hardest work of my life and that is
to stand still and do nothing, that is, in
the matter of preaching, But I have
one great comfort, and that is that I am
doing as I have been commanded, which
is to wait with patience and the way will
be opened ftor me. But I want the
church to know that I am not sitting here
in darkness, for my four years separation
from worldly business has given me the
opportunity to study and learn much in
spiritual things and it has pleased the
Lord to bless us with many evidences of
our acceplance and His love to us, I
could relate many things, but will only
tell one that has just taken place. A
Bulgarian Jew,a printer by trade, who is
now head printer in the London Jewish
Mission Society in connection with the
church of England in this city. He and
his wife belongs to that church, but he
is a thinking, clear headed manand could
not consent to be sprinkled, for baptism,
He came to my house and told me that
when studying and praying about his
condition something would say: “Go to
Brown.” “Go toBrown.” He putitoff
many times but still it was, “Go to
Brown,” and two weeks ago he sought
and found me, and has been with me
seven times and his wifeand family once,
They are fine, intelligent people,and they
are drinking in the truth. He speaks
four languages and his wife speaks five.
So you can see that God has me here for
a purpese, and acknowledges me as his
authority and servant. But we have
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many things to contend with., Theye i
no place here to baptize, and it takes two
days to go to the Jordon by Jericho, and
we have to have a guard with his gun to

- keep the robbers from robbing us. There
is another place that we can go {0 in one
day, but the way to it is so rough that it
is almost impossible for women or old
people to get to it. When you get there
itis a beauntiful place to baptize.

Thaptized one man in it. Philip’s
Fountain, where Philip baptized the

Bunuch is only eight miles fromn here
and plenty of running water, but no
place to baptize. One time two ladies
took myself and wife out eight miles to
Solomon’s Pools, thinking we would find
a place to baptize them but had to come
home as we went. I would have bap-
tized a missionary from Philadeiphia, U,
8. A., last spring, if there had been a
convenient place; of course when the
Lord’s time comes to commence His
work, which I think will be very soon,
we will have to go and baptize, if we
have to go o cur hands and knees. But
when reading the RETURN about what
vou are going to do with Brother and
Sister Adam’s money, I thought, how
they would rejoice if they could tell you
to use their money in preparing a place
to baptize people into Christ at Jerusa-
fem. It would take from twelve to fif-
teen hundred dellars to buy s lot and
build & cistern and place to baptize in,
I have no hope of your doing anything
in this matter nunless the good Lovrd in-
terferes in your proceedings, but believe
it will be done soon in some way. The
Master will have it done his way.
Brother there is one thing in your let-
ter that I do mnot like. You give me
credit for that which.does not belong to
me. You say, the instruction I gave in
my lefter is certainly correct. ““Let
each one learn his own duty.”
want every elder in the church to un-
derstand that the two revelations in my
" letter are not my instructions, but com-
mands of Christ to the elders of His
church in a council at Richmond,and the
1ast one given by letter to a council at
Davis City, letting them know the pen-
alty for their disohedience, and they are

Now I’

the only revelations that has been given
tous as a people or church. I will
notice another thing in your letter, which
is in regard to the twelve and organizing.
I endorse your views completely but will
write a little with the hope of bringing
my beloved brothers to a better feeling
with one another, and better understand-
ing of our condition and individual du-
ties. In the first place the RETURN is
not a place for such disputations. Bro.
Wickes sends me five copies each -time,
no doubt thinking I will give them to
others to read, but instead I have to hide
them {or fear any person should see them,
and I am net the only one that hides
them. How can any one of you preach
that they will receive the spirit that will
gude into truth, and give themi the Re-
TURN toread. If we are Christ’s Church,
should not the RETURN correspond and
agree with Christ’s gospel. If the Re-
TURN was filled with the good works of
the elders and the testimonies of mem-
bers. Relating the gifts and blessings
they are receiving. - Then we could give
the RETCRN to our neighbors: but as it
is, we are only exposing our deplorable
condition Lo the world and bringing a
general weakness over the church.

It made our hearts glad to hear how
Brother Page was doing and hope that
other Elders will follow his example for
if they would de so the RETURN would
be filled with good things and the disput-
ations would have to take a back seat.
When there are misunderstandings
among the elders the council is the place
for them to be corrected. And no elder
has a right to present anything into the
council unless he is prompted by the
spirit to do so. and no decision should be
given without the testimony of the
spivit. If any elder feels the spirit in
some matter that is not plain in the
written word, it is their daty to request
the council in & loving and humble way
to consider the thing and if the ecuncil
don't know how to decide, it is their
duty to pray for revelation, and if they
are not in transgression it will be made
known to them. Now brethren let us
look at things as they are, and I will
speak plain as T do not expect this to
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come belore the public. There can be
no evidence found that.Christ commanded
or intended that we should ever organ-
ize. 1n 1886 Brother John Whitmer and
others at Richmond thought they ought
to organize and Brother John be the
head or leader. A council was culled
and we agreed to fast and pray (which
was the proper way to do) unsil the Lord
would make known what we were to do.
And the word was given as in my letter.
That word is trampled uader the feet of
carnal minded men, and the clamor
goes on, ““let us have quorum of twelve
and organize.” But let us look hack and
see what was done. They done the very
opposite to what the revelation told them
to doand sent a disgracefnl letter to
publish to the world a (supposed)error in
the L.D. 8. Ierald, (just as Brother
Land has done) which was contrary to
all the oral and written law that God
has ever given, % % % #

You say you intend to give the main
efforts of your life to the cause, My be-
loved brother I hope you will make your
word goed, and T will say that you have
& mountain to climb, and a great battle
to fight, but remember that wherever
there is a great battle to fight, there is a
great victory to be gained, and also re-
member you cannot climb the mountain
or gain the vietory with your own
strength or wisdom, and that you will
have to keep up » correspondence with
Christ, the head of the body, and get as
miuch as possible of the meek and hum-
ble spirit that Brethven Whitmer and
Robinson had, and it will also be neces-
sary for you to have some of ths conrage
and {firmness of the beloved Paul. Please
read Duet. 31:6. I will give you the
course that duty would require me to
pursue if T was in your position. I
would put the two revelations before a
council and ask them to decide if they
are from the Lord or not. Bro. Snyder
an give the testimony of Father David
to begin with. If it is decided that they
ave from the Lord- Then it will require
all to be obedient to them which will put
all the disputes about the twelve, and
organizing to one side.  And clear the

way for the Lord to make known his

will to his servants in council again

Now you use your wisdom as to what
of this letter you will put in the RETURN
but would like you to preserve it and
read it in the first council alter yvou re-
ceive it.

The RETURN for Aug. 15th, has come
to hand and I pronounce it the bestnum-
ber that has been received. O, how good
it is to see some spiritual life in the
brethren. The correspondence is good.
I hiope that Brother Page will be assisted
in his good work. - I wonder if there is
any sisters in the chureh, T would like to
hear from them. Sister Brown in Jer-
usalem says we sre going to hear from
her soon. I could name some sisters
that could write and do usall some good.
But leave themselves to guess who 1
mean. I suppose some will say, I won-
der if he means me. Yes, I mean you.

We both wish you and sister Wickes
a long and bappy life.

From your loving brother in Truth.

W. P. BRowN.

Hancock Ta. Sept. 1895,

Bditor Return: Brother Olsen’s letter
is true—the catholic catechism says the
same. We have no scripture for keeping
the first day of the week., Christ kept
the seventh day, and went into the syna-
gogue on the seventh day to preach, and
he never changed his father’s command-
ments; and he says those who keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of
Christ shall be saved. We must over-
come the ““beast” and his image also*

‘When I was ignoiant I kept sunday,
but I try to keep the seventh day since I
have my eyes open. My step-son is a
seventh day Adventist; I try to convince
him of this latter day work, and I have
sent him Bro. Olsen’s letter; I know it
will please him. He was haptized at
Nauvoo when young, but he has seen so
much of the follies and evils of latter
day isras, he joined the Advents.

1 sent him an Address, a long time ago.

I have been very sick this summer;
pray for me.

‘ Cassanpra HENDRICKSON.

——

Send one doiler for THE RETURN and
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TRUTH .

Truth is like a flowing river,‘
Flowing on and flowing ever,

Ever spreading, ever rising,

With its waves, the heart baptising;
Ever soothing, eyer healing,
Banishing each troubled feeling,
Entering in the willing soul,
Making the broken-hearted whole.

Stay not thou the flowing tide,

Turn thou not its waves aside,

Let it flow, and let it enter

To thy very besom’s center;

Let it warm the heart of clay,

Let it cleanse all sin away

*Till the soul redeemied from sin,

God and Heaven shall enter in.
—Selected.

National Suicide.

By Oscar F. Lumvy, Ph. D., for 31
yedrs Professor of Ancient Languages
in Wheaton College. It treats of the
great economic questions from a scien-
tific and rational as well as from a reli-
gious and humanitarian standpoint. It
is written in o inasterly and earnest
style, and carries conviction to the mind
of the reader. Paper covers, 224 pages;
price 50 cents, postpaid. Address, 8. F.
Norton, 544 Ogden Ave., Chicago, Iil.

Back Subsecription.

All who paid for TaE RETURN, to either
Bro. Robinson or Bro. Schweich, and did
not receive the paper to the fnll amonnt
of their subscription, are requested to
notify this office and the amount found
due them will be creditedion the present
issue. Please attend to thms without
delay.

Also, all those knowing themselves to
be indebted to either Bro Schweich or
Bro. Robinson, will please remit the
amount due, to this office, and they will
be properly receipted.

8till The World Goes On.

A book of 300 pages, consisting of 44
sketches written by S. F. Norton. Itis
as different in tone and .character from
the writer’s editorial work as can possi-
bly be imagined; as one critic puts it:

¢“The one is the warrior in battle array,
the other the pathetic and tender-hearted
story-teller at the home fire-side.” Les-
ter C. Hubbard says: It is a book that
will be welcomed by all those who have
ever loved or sorrowed. It contains
more pathoes that brings moisture to the
eyes than any book I ever read.” It is
well printed on heavy paper, cloth
bound. Post paid, One Dollar. Address,
S. F. Norton, 544 Ogden Ave., Chicago,
Ii. ’

Back Numbers ot The Return.

‘We have on hand about 500 complete
sets of numbers 1 to 26, published by
Bro. Robinson, and we are authorized to
sell them at the low rate of 50 cents per
set, postpaid to any addressin the United
States or Canada. The personal history
of the editor is the best church history of
the times and events mentioned, that has
ever been published.

Every believer in the Book of Mormon
should have a set.

‘We have also a number of sefs of the
publication of Bro. Schweich, which we
are authorized to send for 25 cents, post-
paid.

The figures opposite your name in
your address, indicate the date to
which your subscription is paid.
Please note it carefully, and if any
error apbears, write us about it so
we can rectify it. All who can
should send subscriptions
promptly in advance, for it takes
Those who
cannot afford to pay for it, and yet
desire to read it, will receive it free
if they will notify us of the facts.

Elder David Whitmer's ‘*Address
to all Believers in Christ” can be had
by sending a two cent stamp to Geo.
Schweich, Richmond, Mo. or to this
office. You cannot do better than to
send this book to your friends. It
has been the best missiopary in the
field so far.

their

money to run & payer.
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“Condemnation restetl wpon the children of Ziov, cven oll, ard sha{i remain
until they repent, and remembir the New Covenand, even the Bock of Mormon and

the former commasdnio
wrilten,”—D. % (. Sue. 88, Par: 8,

s, wot only to sav, bud {u DY, uceordi-g to thal which I have

Vol. 4, No. 13.

DAV s C 1Y, I0WA, O2TOBER 15, 1395,

Whole No. 54,

Reasons For The Jewish Sabbath..

1t is true that thie observ.nce of
the seventh day is voluntary. 1t is
a gratitude, riglneousnéss, and re-
quired by heaith. It was institured
in Eden, bezan at noon, was b cssed
and typifies the millenium. Bus
the Jewish Sabbath (Duet. 5) says
nothing abaut the creation. 1t was
in commemoration of ‘the fiast of
the passover in Kgypt.
threust out at midnizht on Friday
night.

They were

As ecarthly things corves-

pond to heavenly thinas why can it |

not prefigurs the ~pivi ual passover
of the resurrestion anlt anslation.
Saints have a r ghiousuness, though
not absotutely mervitorious or pre-
sentable, for they are wise in contra-
distinction to the foulish virging, and
Christ gsid, *“No* every one that
saith Lord! Lord! shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven, but he that
doeth the will of my Father who is
in heaven,” and when ye have done
all say- “we are unprofiable ser-

vants.,”" and Daniel spenks of those
who turn many to righteotsness. We
from

We are fres from the

receive all ¢hivist, eves our

very bren .
law, ausd fatth werks by Live (fial
5th ch) but there 58 yme hing ex.
pected from helicvers fu the way  of
righteousness which has its rdward
from God.” Acts 20th ch. shows

that Panl went traveling on foot as
soon as the sun rose on Sunday
morning.  Chapter 21 shows they
carried baggage on the same Sunday
morning Christ appeared to the Ne-
plites (B of M.} and was at Em-
maus the same afternoon. Kerlesias-
tieal history shows that St. Thomas
in Malabar. and St. Bartholamew in
Armenin taught to observe Satur-

day. Though a free will- offering,
it is no doubt the ‘Fatheér’s test to
see what children love him. 1t con-

=6t es the saint  If snints had coma
munitvship of ;sropei't_\' they would
have plenty of leisure tiane.

: Ingr Laus,

How I Was Converted.
BY 8. B, WEST,

Ever since my conversion, early
in thie spring of 1889 it has been
the  desire of my heart to make
known to the world the pecu-
liar progess by which it was brought
ahout. and later when the same spirit
which showed me the necessity of

repentance, belief and fai b oalso led
mie (o see and find the true Chureh
tu

that sume power to help mn 1o

tirust. 6o
finl
Lhie” =erick

i

of Chirtst, & detrmined

words in whieh to ivlae

L

of stranwe events which changed myus
state of doubt aud unbeiief inldi &

1 condition of hope and faith. Jomwas:
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slow to take upthe narrative. fearing
as | well might, that atter I have
told all that memory can iecall, I
must still realize that the half has
not been told, for if it were possible
for me to produce a truthful por-

trayal in words, of the sights and

scenes through which I was borne it
is far beyond my power to. copvey
to mortal ken any conception of the
sweetness of the music which filled

the air; and alag, how could I hope.
to convince even my brethren of the

Church of Christ that amid all this
splendor of sights and sounds, min-
istering spirits (voiceless and invisi-

ble) were frequent visitors at my.

bedside. As I myself was slow to
accept. these . manifestations as th_e
work of divine power,.I can 'easily
understand the doubts of those who
have only my words to depend on
which must of necessity leave out

much of the convincing power, How- |
ever the spirit of faith is strong

within me, that by giving a truthful
account . of . my experience the
Lord will impart sufficient of his
spirit to enable .the honest hearted
reader to discern the truth of what
I have written.  As a fitting pre-
face to my story, see letter published
in the Rerury for Jan., 1891, under
the heading *“ A Macedonian Cry.”’
In speaking of my early life I need
only say that up to the time of which
1 wrote (1889) religious matters and

things spiritual, were guestions,
which, if not altogether ignored,

were kept in the back ground Ly
matters which at the time I. consid-
ered.of more importance. I had a
vagne belief in a supreme power, but
held that death -alone  could reveal
the mysteries that lie beyond the

brain’

tomb, dnd thus by lack of interest
in my ow n spiritual weltme 1 allowed
my own selfish desire and interest to
blind me to all the higher duties of
life. Having never felt the grand
incentive whlch the Master’s name
tis since 1nspued in my heaxt, I
frequently allowed adver~e surlound-
ings to control my impulses, . T bus,,
when I found myself stretched upon
a bed of .sickuess, religious thought
was farthest from my mind,and con-
sequenﬂy could mnot have given &
religinus colonntr to the strange vis-
ltatlons or “Vao‘ﬁl’les of a. fcvered_
as some persist in calhnO‘
them. :
The fact that nothmu unusual oc-
curred untll I was uttexly plostrated
with weakness gave excuse for the
supposition, Lhat my mind was -wan-
dering., In truth 1 was of much the
same oplmon mvself for alee The
firs intimation. I had that: any  pe-
culiar powel had possession of my
senses came in this wise:

I had just bamshed all the, folks
from. the room, that thev as well as
myself, ight get some muuh needed
sleep, but no sooner was I Ieft; m
silence and solitude, than the queer
idea seized upon me, that while my
poor. weak body was lymfr prone

upon the bed, my spirit (the thmk-»

ing part of me) was enabled to leave
its tenement of clay,and with mentézl
sight, look op while invisible handg
(invisible, even to mental gift) made
playthings of my arms, legs, head
and body, taking them apart and
putting them together, as easily, ap-
parently, as if I was a toy, disigned
for their especial entertainment. Al
this. was. aceompanied by music: 59
unlike anything I had ever heard or
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‘dreamed of, as to .make description
“out of the question. Whether this
“tausic was for their entertainment,

or whether it was to aid in deepen<

ing the mystery with which 1 was
being surr-unded, was a question
which I have not been able to de-
termine, but being, as I said, free
from any superstitions tamnt I could
‘only look upon the whole ‘matter as
the evident premonitions of a vio-
fent fever, and was filled with appre-
hension. And yet I rather enjoved
the novelty of tlie situation, the
moreso when 1 discovered that 1
still posessed the power o return to
the body when I felt so disposed.
How long this “spell’’ continued }
‘had 16 means - of ‘knowing; but 1
came out of it feeling none'the worse
~for my first glimpse into the imma-
“terial world. ~ The next evening my
- silent and invisible guests came as
befo. e, their approach being heralded
by the same indescribable music and
again was my body and the members
“thereof given over to their caprice.
But on this occassion they soon tired
-of such sport and began a sort of in-
‘terchange of ‘ideas on’' matters per-
taining to their invisible domains;
By some ocenlt sense 1 was permitted
"to catch the parport of this spiritual
converse, and soon became deeply
interested, and from being a listener
(30 to speak) I suon found myself
asking questions.  These being audi-
" bly ’spoken, were nevertheless an-
“swered in their ¢silent language.”
Thie next “ step in  this “wonderful
mareh of spiritual enlightelmlent,
was the discovery that, as theirs was
a language of thoughts, words were
not needed to convey iny meaning,
I had only to think a question and

hefore 1 could have framed it into
speech the answer would come back
to me as if by electric current  Let
me say here that I have since proven
many of the things thus learned to
be incontrovertible facts, and in
no instances was I misled. But
s¢ - prejudiced was I against amy-
thing bordering on the supernatural
that this and much’ more, failed to
convince me shat a lurking fever was
not responsible for all that my mind
was passing through. But whatever
the influence, I was disposed to en-
joy to the full these manifestations,

Thus far, I had received no occular

demonstration, neither had mv ears
heard aught except the sweet s unds
above referred to, therefore it must
have been inspiration, rather than a
h pe that my request would be
granted, that prompted me to ask

‘that I might behold some of the won-

ders of this mysterous spirit land.
i his ‘bold request was responded to

‘with characteristic promptness. If

I was astonished before at the power
which could receive and answer in-
te igently the silent inquiry of my
mind, words cannot depict 1y amaze-
ment when I beheld the whiteceiling

‘above my head, rolling back like a

scroll or rather rolling away like a
mist, and to feel myself being borne
upward through space. Asthe van-
ishing ceiling dissolved like a sum-
mer cloud ,all beyond that seemed to
be a veritable ocean of beautiful and
varigated colors which were contin.
vally forming into heautiful and in-
terchanging kaleidoscopic pictures.
Some of the brilliant coloring would
have been dazziing to mortal eyes.
T'hen the 'pictures would assume g
more sombre hue, until all abous
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&
me would be black as midnight, As |
the bri lisnce could  not  dazzle.

could the darkness obscure
i this
each

to
did

nvither
During »

1o
eharm

my mental vision.
appropridte
its

time music
view

the

was  adding
ceasion. So
the accompanying music harmonize
with each scene, thal it cecmed 1o
become indissolu
{he panoramic pic-

imperceptibly from
seeing  to

perfectiy

mingle and an
bie part of

ture, changing
grave to gay,
assist in bearing wy spirit back in-
to the regions of Glory. DBut if

again

the glad music and bright colors
mule my sou rejoics, the sombre

sights and =oun's seived to awake
in my, heart a vrander conception oi
the unfathomableniss of God s
and ways  All that I had seen and
heard was made the more inexpli-
cable by the knowledge thas my
spirit could return to the body at
will,and again be borne away intc
realms of mystery. Added to thi
was the fact that every manifesis.
tion of a spiritnal presence, at
least every spiritual communication
was so timel that no interruption
oceurred. Oued my brother’s
came into the room, weut to a dis-

s works

or

wile

tant corner, and, getting some lit-
tle article. she left  the
room without looking towards mn
“bed. Strangely enough, this oecured
while we were in the midst of one

reguired,

of our silent communings, and
notice ‘secemed to be taken of he

presence..  All these oceurances, &
“wonderful, and withal so consisten
“gs to preclude ‘the possibility of it
being *~only the imagiuings of :
disordered  brain,”’  puzzled

greatly, for as. before. stated,

g

1

)

umld not brlieve that bonafide Qpn‘
i's Were ministering to wmy spiritual

needs,  Lnboldened, h wever, by
the apparent . wil jugness of my
visitor (or visitors) to gratify wy

every wish; T rcquested that 1 be
permitted. to behoid for myseif the
dwelling place of this Allwis¢ being,

‘whose power an | glory “had  been
<0 clear'y demonstrated. . As be-

fore my desire seemed 1o . be the
signal for 4 flight into hitherto un
seen realms. At times we seemed
to ‘be borne to immense Heights,
ghert we would decend, ‘every new
scene vieing with tliose wliich had
preceded ib. - At last, all too soon, [
om !l myself lving i "my“b'ed and
staring up at the fanithiar white ceils

ng. 1 felt very much '(i'i-‘%ﬁ])()‘llted

and m\ feelings tn.md Venc it these

amdible wards: °‘\\hap arongl”’

{mesning, why am I “thids “brought
pack  without my “regiest being
geanted?)  No sooner” wére the
words spoken than 1 was agaih fiving
through billows of beautiful  sights
anwl sounds, and the boundiess spirit
world was opening up new and en-
tranceing visious to my view  De-’
sunding  finally, from one of my
sw upwmd flights,- 1 was ushered
int) a dark cavenous pldce and be-
fore 1 had time to note aﬁy other

feattire of my surroundingg® iy at-
tention was ‘calléd toa large square
stone, and on this stone was .the in-
seription | in large. capitals: *-Tuy
BEART 18 WPO‘Zuq”-%th(, answer to

“my half forgotten querry: ¢ What’s

\vmng?’ Even my stubborn'incred-
dity was not prood against-such evi-
lenve of omniputent power,. and as
coras I opened my eyes on the
-mbinr objects within my room, I
swel wy heart i humility and
prayer. '
TO BE CONTINUED.
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THE GATHEZRING.
CONTINUED FROM LAST NUBBER.
Having ¢ eariy defined the junda-

ment 1 nostakes wade by Latter Day |

Baipts of verious facticns in thewr ef-
forts at “Gathering,” and
wherein they have depisrted from the
faw of God in these matters, we turn
our attention to the question: “lHow
may the people of the church gather
acceptably?”

Answering bri mly we would say,
" by gathering in harmony with God’s
Taw for the temporal government of
his people.”; - '

The methods 0¥ the schoo! of polit-
cal eronomists who hold the i Xtreme
ideas of **Individualism,” give unbri-

shiown

died livense Lo the greed of man; dnd |
make it absoluiely ceriain that 4 few |
I men must eantrol the earth, and the

Cprodusts of vhe laborers, by 1he pro-
cess of rents, interest, and ~puulabmn
.mmbmed with uusjist tdxamun'
Ceventually siuking the mass of the
people. 1ta poverty, ignorance and
squalor, whi'e the non-producers revel
“in-unvridled selfish luxury,.

“Fhe other extreme o cupied by men
who also believe {n lnw and order, is
found fo the ulira socialist school;
whxchg as we have before noted, -pro-
vides for pm,vwants‘ of H, and com-
pris all to be vp"o luwrs, but which we
believe would take away. too much ot
individual freedom, and Lumpc‘ e i
to become tov much lke purtstof o
great machine, strangling individual
energy, and working great wrong to
those who do not find iheir proper

. groove.

Tue safe ground gweral?v lies: he-
tween extremes, and Jehovah's law
certainly lies midway bLétween these
extremes s law on tenure of land,
and interest on money as found .in
Lev. 25:h c¢h., cffectually: shuts the
door agaiust man’s greed. in that di-
rect.on, while His Income. Tax law

mak>s it impossible for injustice to
be doae in that direction,

Expind the system of government
introduced by Jeseph  in
2y py, 80 that iv wiil reach into every
Sreal busioess 10 sueh a  anner as
does tie pustal service of the Uunited
States in i lne,and Individual com-
petitors wiil retire frow the fleld in
every hing teken up by the people, and
ihe people will get the best service
fur the le st possible cost, prices will
uot fluctuatbs, aud a,ll will be piosper-
ous and happy.

Briefly thea, -the plan _wbuld be
something like this: Let the peuple
of the church come together as seems
est, Ty any locality. that. may be
sanctioned by bue SPLeIr, - Organize
Ehemse: ves 1o & COTpursie Cotmu -
xLy, Mvmg power Lo hold Teal estate,
Lrdfsu el any bubmu,a undu the
aws o | the lande. Like Iarael of old,
el equame inLe: the: cowmunity de-
pend upwu the acceptance: of the re-
ligion Of Lh‘ communivys 1. e. the
Gushel, 112 8 brum and gcuerdl sense,
DUL'When olicd & Man has become a
citizen ne c,h‘wgu uf ommon should
inany way afl eCL hxs uuz{,uahmq and
#ll rafpors. of sum ﬁ’dmuyy and all
children  bern mbu Lhe cemmunity

stordge

| suoud  be cops: dux&,u wal‘da of the

coRunity, atd t,duumd a: public

vXpehise, Lu buwmg av - L}he “majocity

1nteibigent and honorable Cltizens,
Toestale 18 DO strougerithan the

cpatrivtisiz wod wielligencé ol its e1g-

Zels,——without these, numbers count
tor  nothing. Tue uthu:fb of the
chureh As SL‘CH,‘BILU‘UM bave abso-

lutely nothing to do with the . tempo-
ral affairs- of ‘the community, and
shoull reecelve ho pay of any sort,
The
work of the churel iy purély :‘4& labor

from either church of state.

of love. R
TO BE CONTINUED, .
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By recent letter frem Bro. A. J.
Clark of Los Anpgeles, Cal., we learn

_that many are prepared to welcome

‘visit that region.

Bro. Clark dﬂd Page when they shall
Iv geems thdt a
strange t,hmg IS happenmg Lhere the
Reorgamzers are  belitt-ing - David

~Whitmer | and the mission of the

chureh, while the Utah people are at
least epen to conviction. An official
remark made in  their meeting re-
cently is worth quoting. “We leatn
thaﬁ Brn. Page and Clark are coming
0 this coast, Gud bless them; th'y
have the truth, and though we wmay
differ on some points, God 1n the end
will bring l)gbs from darkness, We
bid them welcome.” We like ihe
tone of that remark, “Whatever may
result in the ,tubure, it shows a
friendly ard unselfish spiriv greatlyat
varience with that shown by some of
the Reorganizers.

It remains to be seen what the lcad-
ers of the Utah church will do when

the elders begin work among them in

sufficient proportions to attract théir.

attention, but we cannot believe that
we shall meet with the same opposi-
t10n they have shown the Josephites,
for we shall present to 1hem nothkiog
but tre plain truths uf the Bible anu
Book uf Mormon, in the spirit of Tove
and nieekness; and " we -cannob helj
thinking that if the Josephites ‘had
stuck Lo the position taken by thei
first leaders opb the gquestion of

Hrisby.

J( spph Suiith’s responsibility for the
beculiar doctrine of “ Salt’ Like, the
result might bave been very different.

We cannot s+¢ how the Josejinites
could expect Lo greatly prosper in that
mission, 8o long 4s Loey made the bi-
s18 uf their attack,upon a proposition
which the people of Utah knew 1o be
untrue, and KENsW THAT THE JOSEPH-
ITES KNFW IT ALSO. '

We say God speed the truth, wher-
ever it may be. We are very few in
numbers, and some have received us
as the Pharisees received - Jesus, but
just so sure as we have the’ truth, S0
shall we prosper.

Our aim is to offer to all the pure
‘gospel, and  a  gathering "place and

plan based upon God’s law for the
temporal good of his people. If He
works with us we shall not .fail, no
matter who scoffs,

Bro. C. C. Frisby Dead.

Bro. Jobn J. Snyder, recently of
Salt Lake Ciyt, now in Chicago, writes
us enclosing the following letter from
Bro. A. B. Frisby,
death of his father, Hider €, C.
The bereaved family have
our sincere sympathy.

8ALT Lakx, Oct. 13, 1895
Duar Bro. JoHn:

You will no doubt be surprised to hear
of our loss, Our Papa died lust Friday
morning, Oct. 11, at 4:30 o'clock. He
took a bad spell with his heart and onlv
lasted an hour, - Wé would have tele-
graphed you, but cur means were very
limited, and what will become of us is a
question. © "We buried him at Provo.
Three of the children are very sick, so
we have our hands full. Will explain
more fully later. In haste.

Your Brother,

ARTIE,
We learn by card from  the poste
master at San Mareial, N. M., that

Brother Gerkard Frels of that place
is dead.

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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how he.died. . He has been a sub-
gerber to Tug RETURN from the first
and frow his leiters we judge he was
strong in the faith of Christ. He
was it one timza disciple of Collin
Brewsber We trust th't he ma)
have sn livad that he shall have part
in the frst resurrection.

Bro Schweu,h wrmeb us from Rxch-:
thab the funds due inf

mond, Mo.,
Deecember will be promptly on - hand.

This. will enable Brn.
Clark to start on their trip to the Pa-
cific coast, as soom as th'y can make
their arrangements, WhiLh we trust
wul not. be later than Dec. 15th,
They will go by the way of Omand.
Salt Luke and \m denuqcm from
there to S(xuthexn Cal, and from
there home by the southern roate,
They will have stop over pnv:legns,
and all lnmg near their route who
desu-e to seethﬂm, ehould write to
thn office fall  directions hnw _they
can be redched frum the route the
bx‘ethreu will travel.

We are glad to note a more hopefu]
and actne condition among the breth-
ren everywhere, and an nv:dent deter-
mination to BACH DO HIS QWN DUTY.
Thisis the great secret of Christ's
Kingdom,

If his subjects keep in communica-

tion with Him, they have no need of
a great host of ‘‘spiritual advisors”
or rather ‘dictators,” to keep them
in line of duty. Let each take to
heart the words uttered by Bro.
Brown, “Let each learn his own
duty,” and the Lord will take care of
His work.

By letter from Bro, Iner Lamb of
Tulare, Cal., we learn that he is still
anve m the work and anxious ta see
it move onwar ! and tdke its place in

the,world by p_rovxdmg fqr the t,em-,

poral as well as spiritual salvation of

Page and |
~which your subscrlpmon Js p d
‘Ple‘asp note it car efully, a_nd if ‘;my

'No..1,” just off our  press,
‘ready for free dlstnhumnn

God’s people.  We say amen. Tt is
time the Lord's people were up and

do'ng.

Bro. John J. Snyder writes us that
he will hein Chicagn fm- %nmn momhs )
e is forced to attend to aflairs of
the world, but is preparing for spirit-
ual work as soon ae his hands are
loosed.

The figures opposi‘e your name in
vnur addnescq indicate - the date to

error apbears, write us about it 80"
we can rectify it. All who can
shou'd qend . their sub%nptmns
pmmptl\ m advauce. for, it takes

vvvvv l‘ho~e who'
cammt affond to pav for it, and ._yeg
desire to vead if, will receive it free
t thay will notify us of the facts.

_Bro. d. J. Snydt ] quests us to an-
nnunce that his first pamphleb“Truth
-is.. pow
All who
desire to read it, can - procuré a copy
by smdmg a one cent stamp either to
this oﬁ‘ice, or to his address, Room 19,
(‘ommerclal Block Salt Lake Cmy,
Uuah»

Bac‘k Numbers of ’L‘he Beturnez

We have on hand abont- 500 , ;complets
sets of numbers 1 .to 26, published by
Bro. Robinson, a1 d we are author zed . to
sell them at the low rate of 50 cent« per
set, postpaid to snyaddress in the United
States or Canada. The personal history
of the editor is the best church-history of
the tumes and events mentioved, that has
ever-been published.

Every believer in the Book of Mormon
should have a sef.

We have alsoa number of sets of the
publication qf Bro. 8c¢h wemh,v whlch_w_e
are authorized to send for 25 cents, post-

paid,

www.LatterDayTruth. olg



& - THE RETURN.

CORESRPONDENCE.

Parties writing for the paper
please sign their name. - If they do not
wish it Lo appear, state the fnct: but we
must have the name.  Also write on one
side of the paoer only.

L e e T e S

e

~ NewTtox, Kan ., Oct. 16, 1895.

Bro. C. A, WICKES:
_ Please find enclosed 81.00 in stamps
for this year’s suhscription for THE RE-
TURN. Iani'glad that you have decided
to not have any more wrangling pub-
lished 113 the paper, we waut that in it
which will feed the spirit. There are
only three of us here. but we have ‘our
prayer meetings Sunday forenoon, and
trying to live so that it will be well with
us. Bro.: Cole lives ten miles in the
couniry, so he does not get in fo the
meetings, but he is liviag to-the best of
his ability right: he has poor nealth and
is quite an old mnn.
Please remember us in your prayers.
Your sister 16 Chist,
Mrs. JANE WALTON.

CoUNCiL BLUFFs, Jowa, Oct. 24, 1895.
DEaR BLo. Wicss:

1 have just returned home from a visit
to Millst e, OnSunday last ] wasat Hust-
ings; found the brothers and sisters all
well in health, and firm in the faith of
the gospel of our Lord and Saviour, es-
teeming it a great blessing to have a
standing in the church of Christ. But 1
found them sorrowing for the loss of the
youngest child of sister Roxey Strouwd,
danghter of brother and sister Hoyt, but
not sorrowing like those without hope.
1 found that the loss gave them a greater
desire to hnve meetings, so. that since
that occurrence there has been an ai-
rangement made (o have me:tings regu-
larly every Sunday; one Sunday at Hast-
ings, and the following Sunday at Hills-

dale. Jowa. Last Sunday it was at
Hastings, 1 had jrevicusdy been in-

formed of the arrangeiment for a medting
at Bro, Hoyvt's {or lnsf Suuday, so ¢ went
there expecting to join with them in
their meeting. Sotue were there from
Hillsdale, - including Bro. ¥ Ammon
Themas, and some living near by who

will |

do not belong to the church, and I can
tell you we had a good. time together,
and all the brothers and sisters seemed

to  guin addibonal  strength, enjoy-
ing great liberty ~ and  testirying
that  the meeting was @ great

fielp, and those that were not in the
church appeared to enjoy themselves:
There was a manifest determination not
to ook so mudh to fanlts and failings.of
others, but to look more to ourselVes.
The sacrement was administered and- all
the brothers partook of it manifesting
that we forgaveall as Christ had forgiven
us, 1am trying - to arragge my tem-
poral affairs so that I can take that jour-
pey out wost in behalf of ‘the church,
along with Bro. Page, as something. has
to be done there which needs a li tle
help: may the way open. Our daily
worlk should be to build up and save.
Tour Brothier in 1he Guspel,
Box 276, JOHN CLARK.

8till The World Goss On.,

A book of 800 pages. consisting of 44
sketches written by 8. F. Nor on. It is
ax different in fone and chaiacter  from
the writer’s editorial work as can- possi-
biy be imagined; as one eritic puts it:
““The one is the warrior in battle array,
the other the pathetic »nd tender-hearted
story-teller at the home fire-side.”  Les-
ter C. Hubbard says: ““it is a book that’
will be we comed hy all those who have
ever loved  or sorrowed. It contains
more prathoes that brings moisture to the

} eyes than any book I ¢ver read.” Tt is
well printed on heavy. paper, - cloth
bound. Post paid, One Dollar. Address,

S. F. Norton, 544 (wden Ave., Chicago,.
1.

MWational Suicide.
By Oscar F. Lumry, P I, for 31
vears Professor of Ancient Lunguuges

in Wheuton College. It treats. of the
grent eeonomic guestions from a scien-

titic and rational as well as from-a . reli-
gious and humanitarian standpoint. It
in a and earnest
sty le. and carries conviction té the mind
of the reader.  Paper covers, 224 pages;
pmce 50 cents. postpaidy -~ Address, 8. F,
Norton, 544 Ogden Ave., Chicago, Ill.

is written masterly
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_ “Condemnation vesteth upon the children of Zion, even oll, and shall remain
until they repent, and remember the New Covenoni, even the Book of Mormon and

the former commandments. not only to 8AY,
written.”—D. & (. Sec. 88, Par: 8,

but to DO, according to that which I have

Vol. 4, No. 19, DAVIBCiTY, IOWA,

NOVEMBER 1, 1895, Whole No. 55,

How I Was Converted.
CONCLUDED.

The surrender of my life long
prejudices was proclaimed something
in this wise: ¢*Oh God, though 1
know little of thine abiding place,
and little of thy plans and purpose,
I do realize that thou art wise and
omnipotent; and I pray thee to so
work upon me that my heart may
become right in thy sight.”” Through
the admoniti ns of my silent com-
panions I was made to umderstand
that my own desire and effort must
pave the way for this happy consum-
mation, and through odedience de
sire would lead to hope, and faith
would make hope a blessed reality.

Learning this, | lost no time in hes-
itancy, but at once set ahout the
gathering of such truths as would
enable me to lay hold of salvation.
Having such a willing monitor ever
beside me the task was pot so diffi-
cult, nor the result so doubtful as
wuould have been the case if 1 had
been left entively to my own devices.
As an instance of unerring helpful-
ness «.f this *still smail voice,”” 1
saw (among other things) that per.
fect faith gives power to banish pain
and suffering, so that we need not
suffer thongh the bady be racked with
pain. S0 evident was this made to

my comprehension, and so confident
was [ that my faith was of the ¢ per-
feet”’ sort, I became impatient for

the opportunity t0 put myself to the
test At length a severe pain in my
side gave me the desired opportu-
nity, and I braced myself for the
conflict with all the faith (?) I could
muster. But the more 1 resisted the
more unendurable became the pain,
until I was force! to cry out with
the agony of it, and when my frinds
came 0 learn the cause, I had scarce
life enough left to explain. But
when alone I reproached myself bit-
terly, “*for my folly in accepting
the workings of a fevered fancy for
gospel tenth.””  And I fully deter-
mined to resist to the utmost any
future attempts to earry my mind
away into such intangible realms of
mystery. Hence, as soon as the
shade of night threw around me its
folds of darkness and silence. and
the usual manifestatiohs announced
the presence of my hitherio welcome
visitors, I turned petulantly o the
wall, demanding to be left to battle
alone with my sufferings But ag if
I had been an upreasoning child, the
spirit patiently pointed out to me
the eviden-e of the fact that my faith
was in wmy power fo subdue by force
of huwman will and net in the ‘power
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of God, and thus again I felt con-

strained to humble myself in the

‘dust. Not to dwell too long on
these spiritual manifestations, I will

briefly say that sincere repentance,

belief and faith wrought for me the

much desired ‘‘change of heart.”’

Thus fortified I renewed my request

to be permitted to see for myself

‘*the souls bright home,”” as a fit-

ting finale to their evident determin-

gtion to allow me to see and know

all that was within their gift. This
time I was borne aloff, straight as

an arrow, and apparently as swift.

Up! up! up! until o feeling of suffo-

cation caused me to admit that I

could go no farther, and to request

to return to earth. Not yet satisfied

T essayed a last final effort and at

length was rewarded for my perse-

verence by finding myself standing

alone upon what appeared to be a

vast sphere. Beneath my feet was,

as it might be, one vast cloud, above

and around me was the ethereal blue

50 clear and transparent as to offer

absolutely no obstruction to the

view. Standing thus for a few mo-

ments, I mechaniely raised my eyes

until I was looking at a point on 2

level with my face, and directly in

front of me. While thus looking,

the parting of this curtain of ether

revealed to me a narrow strip of

light, efulgent in its brightness. For

g brief moment-I was allowed to
gaze and then the vail of ocbscurity
shut out the bright wvision, and I
knew that this was all the glimpse of
Heavenly glory I was likely to wit-
ness until I was called to pass “‘be.
yond the veil.”” As my health re-
turned these spiritual manifestations
were less frequent. Their powe,

appeared to diminish as my bodily
strength increased, a phenomenon
which I will not attempt to explain.
As the time approached when I must
again take np life’s duties, the de-
sire to know just what God required
of me, impelled me to seek diligently
for spiritual guidance, hoping and
praying that God would so direct
my efforts as to lead me in right
paths.

After mature deliberation I
concluded that it would be both
pleasant and profitable to unite with
the church. But alas, the .churck
was so divided up, and each fraction
thereof claiming to be the true church
was struggling for the mastery, how
was I to discover which was right?
Being by the peculiar manner of my
conversion, freeto choose my course,
untrammeled by worldly influences,
I determined to hold aloof from all of
them tntil the truth was revealed to
me in such a manner that there could
be no doubt as to which was the
true church of Christ. To this end
I prayed constantly for enlighten-
ment, I attended the various
churehes, in our vicinity, read my
Bible, ard all the church literature I,
could obtain. - Ministers and laymen
Iabored diligently with me to prove
that theirs was the true chirch, and
ne doubt many of them thought me’
incorrigible, and perhaps insincere,
I held strictly to my purpose how-
ever, heard, read and digested, then
waited for the gift which was to
open my eyes to the truth. Now
0 show how surely God works out
his purposes, and at the same time
make a fitting acknowledgement of
such a favor, I desire to mention
the kindness of one of our wany
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kind neighbors, to whose patient
helpfuiness I was indebted for many
restful moments, which, but for him,
would have been franght with suffer-
The memory of this good
samaritanism was the incentive which
prompted me to cultivate the ac-
qguaintance so auspiciously begun.
Finding that he too was religiously
inclined, we together attended sev-
eral meetings, and while discussing
the merits of 2 sermon, which- we
had heard, I was led to make some
allusion to my strange experience

ing.

while sick. Instead of expressing

doubts of my sanity,(as I supposed
he would) he assured me that these
things accorded fully with his re-
ligion. He further told me that he
had for a number of years been a
“‘Josephite’” (the reorganization)
but was now awaiting an opportun-
ity to get back to the pure siream, it
having been revealed to him that
David Whitmer held e only pure
aulhority, - I dido't take very kindly
to this, as a field. for investigation,
owing to the faet that 1 had spent
many years in Utah, and had & pers
sonal knowledge of the practices and
teachings of the Mormons (“Brig-
hamites’ ) and their doctrines .and
precepts (estensibly the teachings of
the book of Mormon) had not tended
to strengthen the hope that any good
could result from an investigation
in this direction. Dut I had prom-
ised myseif to push my research for
truth, wheresoever the name of

Christ appeared as the watchword
of salvation, and lo! here was a peo-
ple claiming His divine leadership,
50 I listened to this man’s words as
patiently as possible; read all the
literature bearing on this side of the
guestion, such as ¢‘David Whitmer’s

Address,”” Oliver Cowdery’s Let-
ters,”” W, P. Brown’s publications,
etc, in my desire to discern the
spirit of ‘‘peace and good will”
which pervaded the whole writings
of Bro. David, and I frequently
came back to look over the pages of
his ¢* Address’’ while continuing my
investigations. Though not so fa-
vorably impressed with Bro. Brown’s
writings there was much apparént
truth contained therein, and vthile
reading some passages, whichseeimed
especially plain and convincing I
spoke my thoughts aloud, saying,
¢“This reads like gospel truth,’’ and
as distinctly as if ¥ had heard the
words spoken, came the instant rve-
ply, ¢‘it is gospel truth,” and im-
mediatly T knew that I had found
the church of Christ. How I knew
this, beyond the possibility of a
doubt, can only be understood by
those who'‘know that:their Redeemer
lives.”’

I lost no time, you may be
sure, in communicating to my friend
the glad tidings that after two yents
of seareh I found that fov which I
wag looking, snd it was this letter
which Bro. Robinson published un-
der the headings *‘A Macedonian
Cry.”” . As the difficulty of writing
has necessitated the leaving out of
much that I desired to. say, 1 will
for the same reason refrain from
aught by way of exhortation or
comment. I will only say, in clos-
ing, that if any who read this doubt
the truth of my statements, let him
hearken to the words of Mormon:
] would exhort you that ye would
ask God the eternal Father if these
things are not true; for by the power
of the Holy Ghost ye may kuow the
gruth of all things,”’ ‘

Svunes B. Wesr.
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DAVIS CITY, IOWA, NKOV.1, 1895,

We call attention to Sister Lucy
Roberts’ letter, in which she takes
issue with some of the writers on
the Sabbath question, basing her ar-
gument on the idea that Christ did

not teach the observance of the sev- |

enth day.

Sister Roberts is all right in one
thing at - least,—surely there is
nothing in this to quarrel about,

With' the best of feeling we wish
to call her attention to the fact that
Christ observed the seventh day him.
gelf, and taught his disciples -to do,
28 he had done. Do you find any
place where he taught to observe
the first day? and f not, who then
gave the commandment? None
‘other than the church of Rome, sis
ter. God set the observance of the
seventh day, as a mark upon his
people FOREVER. God’s law wasnot
c-done away in Christ,”’ though the
taw of Moses (which related only
to religious forms, and local “stat-
 utes) had an end in him, being: ful-

filled. '

In the correspondence columns ap
pears & letter from Elder Calhoun,
of the Josephite church, so called.
in which he makes the usual labored
attempt to gather from wandering
 generalites, taken from all over the

geriptures, an excuse for the people
of his choice, in setting at defiance a
plain and direct command of Christ
on the specific point in question,
We must accord to the Brother the
integrety he claims, but how men
can be content to ignore a plain

eommand, and build such a trashy

substitute.is beyond our comprehen-
sion, It is the same old method,
~~¢alking all over the seriptures for
an inference to give us license to ig-
nore a positive command.”

Yes Brother, we see *‘where weare
landing,”’—simply into a condition
that will give us the same warrant
to ignore any other command of the
Lord, that does not suit our conven-
ience to obey. '

1t is amusing to note how carefully
the brother avoids all reference to
the four years (from 1834 to 1¥38)
in which the church dropped all al-

lusion to Christ in its official title.

It is not necessary to ‘*read a litt'e
further’” o settle the point raised,
for the further reading but gives an
inference. 'Then why lay such stress
upon #, and so completely ignore
the plain command. Such tactics
indulged in by a sectarian would by
vou be termed *‘wresting the scrip-
tares.”’ .

Any man who can read the sworn

-testimony on the polygamy revela-

tion, t0 sav nothing of official pub-
lications in the early **Heralds,”’aud
then say he **does not endorse’’ the
claim that Joeseph Smith was its au-
thor, is welcome to all the comfort
he can get out of the ides that
Joseph never gave but one false rev-
elation. We will only suggest that
if he ever showld want to know the
truth about it, a better way weuld
be to fry some of his revelations by
the Bikle and Book of Mormon,
instead of basing an idea on such a
strained construction and application
of an isolated passage, in which it is
necessary to assume s6 many things
in order to make a case.

We have naught but good will for
thi~ o'd brother whom we knew’
many years ago when we were an
equally zealous ¢*Josephite.”” Our
worst wish is that he and all others
might learn that ¢*the letter killeth,
but the spivit maketh alive,”
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" CORESRPONDENCE.

Parties writing for the paper will
please sign their name. {f they do not
wish it to appear, state the fact: but we
must have the name. Also write on one
side of the paper only.

A AN AN NSNS A SN NI N NN NI N NN
ATcHISON, Kan., Nov. 1, 1895,
Bro. WICKES:

Ienjoy THE RETURN so much, for
through it, I can hear from our brothers
and sisters. I enjoyed Bro. Brown’s let-
ter, written in Jerusalem Sept. 16, so

much, and I enjoy all the lettersin THE
RETURN. I am alone here, and therefore

enjoy the dear little RETURN all the
more. ‘
Enclosed you will find one dollar, sub-
scription for one year: Wishing te be
be remembered in your prayers, I remain
your sister in Christ.

Svyivia R. WHITMER,

HornNiCE, lowa, October 31, 1895.

Drsr BROTHER WICKES: _

I have just been reading the RETURN
“of October 1st and I was so glad to see
the letter from Bro. Brown. Husband
and I have often wished we could know
how Bro. Brown was getting along in
Jerusalem, and am glad he has taken
this way to let us all know., We are so
zlad to geb the RETURN again; we. so
love to hear from our brothers and sis-
ters and do hope more of them will write
te the RETURN., 1am so sorry that we
cannot all see alike and that there should
be offenses. Christ says woe unto them
by whom they come. 1f we conno: all
see alike we should not get offended any
way. - I see that there has been several
pieces in the RETURN on the Sabbath
question. I can’t see as that is anything
to quarrei about. I do not know the
Bible as [ would like to, but I have not
seen anything in the New Testament
about resting or keeping the Sabbath.
Christ never said a word about it as I
can find, but in the Book of Mormon,
Nephi, chapter v, Christ said that old
things had passed away and all things
had become new and that the law of
Moses was fulfilled in him and bad an
end. Now we know that the Tsh day

was given unto Moses as the Sabbath in
which they should rest and that only the
prophecies of things which was yet to
come to pass should remain. Christ
says, “I am the law and the light; look
unto me, and endure to the end and ye
shall live; for unto him that endureth to
the end will I give eternal life.” Now
this is just what 1 believe; we don’t have
to go back to the old Bible for our law.
Christ has given us our law, and it is
unto his law that weshould look'I think.
Christ’s law is given in the Book of Mor-
mon so plain there is no cause for disput-
ation, and I do not think we are honoring
the Pope by meeting together on Sun-
day and having our litile meetings. As
far as I can see one day is just as accept-
able unto God as another, for when we
meet together we are keeping the com-
mandmewut of Christ where he says that
we should ““meet together oft to pray
and fast,” and sing praises unto God
and also to partake of the Lord’s Supper
that we may always have his spirit to be
with us; and then w: will be guided into
all truth, and this is just what we want.
We, as a little church up here ave still
rejoicing that we ever took upon us
Christ’s name and are striving to serve
him, and are rejoicing in his blessings.
We ask an interest in all our brothers
and sisters prayers that v-e may hold ous
faithful unto the end, and let usall pray
for the church, that we may all hold
onto Christ's words and nothing else.
Love to all our brothers and. sisteis in
Christ, from your sister,
Lucy ROBERTS,

COURTLAND, 111, Oct. 15, 1895,
Evitor RETURN:

Again I find myself trying to pencil a
few lines to you. I have received THR
RETURN for September ist and 15th. I
also learn that bro. €. D. Carter, M. D..
who is an elder in the #rue Chureh of
Christ, (Josephite—Ed.) has received a
bundle of THE RETURN, for which I feel
authorized to return. you his compli-
ments.

Perhaps you may object to my calling
the church of which Dy, Carter and the
writer are members, the ftrus Church
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of Christ, because I have prefixed the
word ““true” and because we do not al-
ways, ot if you please, we do not often
m speaking or writing about this great
and glorious latter day work, .call it
the Church of Christ, nothing more,
nothing less. Should you feel disposed
to criticise these thoughts of mine, I
trust that you will first turn to the New
Testament and see how many times you
can find the Church of Christ there with
no prefizes attached thereto and then
give me the references. And then please
turn to the same book and see how many
times you can find it (the church) called
*House,”*‘Household,”<“Temple,”*King-
dom,” «“Kingdom of God,” “The body of
Christ,” Church of the living God,”
“‘Church of the first born,” “The bride
the Lamb’s wife,” “Sheep fold,” etc.,
ete.

Then turn to the Bible and tell me
how many times the followers of Christ,
were called, Saints, Saints of God, Saints
of the most high, Saints of the living
God, Disciples, etc.  Yes and then tell
me when and wWhere they were first called
christians? Was it when they first
gheyed the gospel, or many years after-
ward at Antioch?

Now tell me if there 1s nothing in all
the above cognomens, names, prefixes
and affixes, as objectionable as Jatter day
saints? Ov if you plense, the church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints? What
is a saint but a foilower of Christ? Or
vice verca?

Then if @ true follower of the meek and
lowly Jesus is living in the latter days,
is he not in very truth a saint of God?
Or of Christ, and if so ishe not a latter
day saint? Then if a body of #ruc laiter
day sainis arve banded together in a
church, may they not in- very truth be
the church of Christ, as well as & body
of true chrisiians thus banded can be? If
not, why? Oh, says the objector, the
B. of M. says; “Have ye not read in my
scriptures which says, ye must take upon
you the name of Christ which is my
name, for by this name shall ye becalled
at the last day.”

But why stop here dear brother? Why
not read a little farther till you come to

these words: “Therefore whatsoever ye
shall do, ye shall do it in my name,
{Which is Christ) therefore ye shall call
the church in my name. B. of M., 471:3.

Then dear brother let us stick close to
this rendition of the above text, and see
where it will land us. We will name
the church, the church of christ. Xoth-
ing more, nothing less. As some of the
writers for THE RETURN object to the
name of Jesus being prefixed to His name
therefore whatsoever we do in His—
christ, for that is his name—cause, we
will do it in HIS NAME.

Dhd you ever baptize auybody? If so
did you baptize them in. the name of
christ, for remember His name is Christ,
““And whatsoever ye do, (of course in
his cause) ye shall do it in his name?”

No you did not baptize in the name of.
christ, nor yet in the name of Jesus
christ. Remember we are only trying
to stick close to our text. You baptized
them claiming authority not from christ
but from Jesus christ.

But you administered that ordinance,
not in the name that you are commanded
to call his ¢hurch in and to do whatso-
ever ye do, in his cause, should be done
in that name, but in the name of thres
different persons, or enfities; viz. ¢The
name of the Father and of the Sen and
of the Holy Ghost. Do you not see
where We are landing?

How & n few words nbout Joseph
Smith being a fallen prophet. Now . if
he ever fell, he must haye fallen from a
higher position. as a false prophet couid
never be a fallen prophet. Now if he
ever fell or became a fallen prophet, it
was through or becawuse of bringing forth
false and spurious vevelations to mislead
and to decetve the people of God—the
saints.

If he ever did this then truly he was
not a false prophet, but a fatlen prophet.
But if Kzekiel was a true prophet of God,
he (Joseph Smith) never gave but one false
revelation, which of necessity must have
been his last revelation. Please read
carefully, Ezekial 14:6-11, especially
three Jast verses. 1In verse eleven we

are told. why the punishmen. of the pro-
phet and the one seeking unte him for
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the word of the Lord to grant their idol
(or idels) should be the same, vis, that
his people might not be lead estray.

I know what is claimed by" the mem-
bers of the old organization, William
Marks among the rest, that the twelve
(or some of them) and some others got
polygamy on the brain. That in one of
thelr council meetings, they sent Hyram
Bmith to Joseph to get the word of the
Lord on it. T know the claim made by
the Brighamites and many others, that
Joseph gave that revelation on polyg-
amy, which claim I Do NOT endorse. But
conceeding that he did for argument
sake, then Ezekial told it truly and both
Joseph and Hyram was removed that
they might not (as they had not in the
post) lead the saints astray. How any
one can differently interpret Ezekial
14:6-11, T fail to see. In verse @ we are
told that if the propht give a false reve-
lation; “I (the Lordj will stretch out my
hand apon him, and will destroy hira
from the midst of my people Israel.”
There is'no warrant here to believe that
God would let one of his prophets keep
on from year to year, from A. D. 1830,
or 1834 to 1844, giving false and spurious
revelations , to gull and deceive his peo-
ple, the saints, Verse 10: “And they
shall Bear the punishment of their in-
iquities; the punishment of fhe puophet
shail be even as the punishment of him
that seeketh unto him.” Here is only
two men mentioned, the prophet and the
seeker, and their punishment was to be
olike. That punishment was fo be de-
stroyed from the midst of God’s people,
In verse 11 we are told why those tuwo men
were to be taken away from the Lord's
people. There is nothing in verses 3-5,
to show that those referred to there, that
their punishment should be the same as
the other two men, but to the contrary,
viz, that he would grant them their de-
sires, their idols. And why? For an-
swer please read Isainh 86:4, with 2nd
Thess. 2:10-12, So dear brother, where
are those who claim that Joseph Smith
was a fallen prophet? And that he Kept

" right on year after year giving false rev-
elations; and for said cause they must
Vzziah like, put forth their hand to

steady the ark of God. But it by no
means follows that because Joseph and
Hyram both came to their death when,
whete and as they did, that it wasin ful-
fillment of Ezek. 14:9-11, any more than
it would follow that because any other
two prophets, apostles or servants of
God (in any age of the world) who may
have came to their death in a similiar
way, would be a fulfillment of that
prophecy. But it does follow that
if he (Joseph, or any other true prophet of
God,) ever gave a false “Thus saith the
Lord,” to lead the people of God, the
Saints (His Israel by adoption) astray,
that they should never give a second false
“Thus saith the Lord,” or Ezekial did
not tell it truly.

If you want anything more on the
name of the church, or on the priest-
hood of the same, if you have a file of
the back.numbers of the Saint’s Herald,
for name turn to Dec, 15th, 1881, and for
priest-hood, March 1st and April 15th,
1882; and I think that you will find all
that you can clearly digest. I hove mot
wrote one word in this letter out of any
hard feelings towards you, or any Who
may think as you do, or who may differ
from the writer.

I myself have bsen in the same rut
that you now are in; (in regard to name
of the church, priest-hood, and book of
D. & C.) and was then just as honest and
sincere as I am now, but no more so;
but I have got my eyes open now and
can see things i their true light. 1 have
wrote this letter by odd spells as I could
get a chance and under disadvantages, of
oldage and cramping fingers. Should
you wish to contest any of the points
aimed at in this letter, or those referred
to on page 15 and will give me an equal
chance with you, I trust you willalways
find me veady.

You will doubtless find errors in spell-
ing and punctuation 1 this letter, also
perhaps the repetition or omissien of
words which you will kindly overlook.

Have received THE RETURN for Oct. 1,
for which receive my thanks.

As ever yours for the truth, and-in
hopes of eternal life.

W. R. CALHOON
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"MIZPAH.

¢The Liord watch between meé and thee
when we are absent from one another.”

A bhroad gold band engraven
With word of Holy Writ—
A ring, the bond and token
w hu,h love and prayer hath lit;
When absent from each other
O’er mountain, vale and sea,
The Lords who guarded Tsrael,
Keep watch 'tween me and thee,

Thmugh davs-of light and gladness,
Through davq of love and life;"
Through smiles. and joy and suns -ine
Through days with heauty rife;
When ahsent from each other,
O’er mountain, vale and sea,
The Liord of love and gladiuess
Keep watch 'tween me and thee.

Through davs of doubt and darknees,
In fefw and trembling breath;
Through mists of sin and sorrow,
In tears, and grief. and death,
The Lord of love and glory,
The King of earth and sea,
The Lord, who guarded Tsrael, "
Keep watch ’tween me and thee,
. —Argosy.

Back Numbers ot The Return.

We have on hand about' 500~ complete
sets of numbers. 1 to 26, published by
Bro. Robinson, a1 d we are author zed to
sell them at the low rate of 50 cent= per
set, postpaid to sny address in the Un'ted
States or Canada.. The personat history
of the editor is the best church histor v of
the times and events mentlored that has
ever been published.-

Every believer in the Book of \Ionmon
should have a set, :

We have also a number of §sts.of the
publication of Bro. Schweich, which we
are authorized to send for 25 cents, post-
paid. :

L

Back Subscription.

All who paid for THE RETURN, to either
Bro. Robinson or Bro, Schweich, and did

not receive the paper to the fnll amonnt |

of their subscription, are requested to
notify this office and the amount found

due them will be credted on the present '

issue;
delay. :
Also, all those knowing themselves to

Please attend to this without

- be indebted tc either Bro Schweich orl

‘price 50 cents, postpaid.

‘sketches written by S. F. Nor:on.

.which

-Sehwey b,

tsendothis buok - b0 your

Bro. Robinson, will 'please “remit the
amount due, to v’ is office; and they will
be properly receipted.

National Suicide. -

By Oscar F. Lumry, Ph. D., for 31
years Professor of Ancient Languages
in Wheaton College,. It treats  of the
great economic questions from a scien-
tific and rational as well'as from, a reli-
gious and’ humanitarian standpoeint.. It
is. written in a - masterly and earnest
style, and carries conviction to the mind
of the reader. Paper covers, 224 pages;
Address; 8. F,
Norton, 544 Ogden Ave., Chicago, 111,

Still The World Groes On.

"A book of 300 pages; consisting of 44
Itis o
as different in tone and cﬁaracteyr‘ from
the writer's'editorial work as can. possi-
bly be imagined; as one critic. puts ‘it
“‘The one is the warrior in battle array,

the other the pathetic and tender-hearted
‘story-teller at the home fire-side.’

ter C. Hubbard says: ““It is'a book that
will be'we comed by all those who have
ever: loved or sorrowed, It contains
tore pathoes that brings moisture to the.

eyes than any book ['ever read.” It is
well ‘printed -on - heavy  paper; ' cloth
bound,  Post paid, One Dollar.. Address,

S. F. Notton, 544 Ogden Ave., Chicago,
111

The figures opposi‘e your name in
your address, indicate the date to
yonr. - subseription. is - paid.
Please note it carefully, and if “any -

errer apbears, write us ‘about it so

wecan ' rectify it. All who can
shou'd. " 'send their ' subscriptions
promptly in ‘advanoce; for it takes
money to run a payer.  ‘Those who

“cannot afford to pav for it and yet

desire to read it;, will receive it free
if they will notify us of the facts.

Elder David Whitmer's ‘*Address
to all Relievers in Christ’’ can be  had:
by sending a 'wo cent stamp to. Geo,
Roermond, Mo or 1o 1his
You ' annot do betier than' o
friends.
has been the best mlssxondry in the
fleld so far.

uffive,

www. LatterDay Truthvorg

P Less

Iv



T}

B

“Condemnation vesteth vpon the children of Zion, even all, and shall remain
until they repent, and remember the New Coverant, even the Book of Muormonr and
© the former commandments. not only to 8AY, but to Do, uccording to that which I have

written.”—D. & €. Sec. 83, Puyr: 8.

Vol. 4, No. 20.

DAViS C.TY, IOWA, NOVEMBER 15, 1805,

‘Whole No. 56.

Cleansing of the Sanctuary.
the
words in Daniel ‘*unto evening——
morning, 2860, then shall ibesanc-
tuary be cleaned”’ should be “‘until
Athe mingled are broken, 2300, then
/shall the holy be justified.”

The reason given is that evening
~morning are not here plural
in previous cases, and have been
chosen as meaning that evening is
s mingling of darkness and light,
and morning their breaking. The
roots of the words meaning to min-
gle aud break, but the 2300 still
has reference to year-—days as pre-
viously. last till
those who mingle themselves with
the seed of men and trample under
foot both the Church of Christ and
the Jews shall be broken,
wind earry them away.

An anow.ymous writer says

as

The vision will

and the
Evidently
indicating the gradual, natural, vie-
torious rising of the Chureh of
Christ, and the Jews, holy besause
not mingled. So that the Lord will
find faith on the eafth when he
comes: but it will have been caused
by Ilis own great efforts.

The vision of the enemies of the
Chavel begwn with the pushing  of
the ram, emblem of the Kings of

Persia, (Ahasuerus, Haman the last
Amalkite being his chief) and the

edict to distroy all the Jews, or de-

| 69.

vour much flesh.”” This ean be
shown to have been on Monday the
i5th. of the fivst wmonth, or March
26th. B. C. 426. Gabriel was re-
turned to show Daniel that the 2300
were not literal days but year-days.
The vision consisted of two parts,
first about the daily sacrifice, a peri-
ol of 70 weeks 490 years: the second
part, the interval of 1810 yeais.
The 490 years end on the 15th, of
the first mouth. A. D, 65 (Usher’s
Chronolegy) when the distruction of
Jerusalem vivtually bYegan, the midsg
of the week of years would be 68%
A, D. Josephus says the war closed
on the 15th, of the first month A.
D. 72. -Jerusalem was taken in the
second year of Vespasian A. D.70.
There was an eclipse of the moon
at Rome inthe first yvear of Ves-
pasion. (Tacitus) Oct. 18th. A. D,
The vision commenced in the
12th vear of Avtaxerxes I3. C. 426.
Fusebuis says the Lord was crucified
40 years before the destruction com-
mon, A. D. 30 (Usher.)  Daniel
gives us three score and two weeks
or 434 years for the interval between
the completion of the wall and  the
time at which the Messiah was cut off,
which wall was finished on the 251k
of the month Elul, (Neh. 6:13,) in
As
the crufixion occurred on the 14th

he 32nd year of Artaxerxes.
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of the first month, April §, A. D
30, the 25th of the sixth month be-
fore this must be A. D. 29, from
which, if we run back 434 years, we
have the 25th of the sixth month
Elul B. C. 408, for the commence-
ment of the wall, which, being in the
his
Hence his

32ud year of Artaxerxes, fixes
32nd year to B. C. 426,

12th year, during which the vision
comimenced, is thus fixed to B. (.

426, which, if diminished by 1 we
add to 1875, we have 2800, hencein
A. D, 1875 the vision ended.

This conntry resnmed specie pay-
ment (gold,) Greeks were victorious,
the Jews began returning to Pales-
tine, and the Church of Christ to
appear. Since the datly sacrifice
did cease on the second day of the
fourth month, forty yvears after the
crucifixion, A D). 70, the time for the
one week covenant is forever fixed.
Hence the wingled were broken and

the holy (Church of Christ) began

%0 be justified swenty-four years ago.
collated from
an anonymous phamphles.)

Ingr Lave

(True cronology

THE SEVENTH DAY SABBATH.

Shall we keep the Law of God, or shall
we follow after the traditions of men?
Many of us have been traditioned to fol-
low after the teachings of men and have
not regarded the words of our Lord who

said, ““He that heareth these sayings of

tnine and doeth them, I will liken him
unto a wise man who built his house on
a rocl, and the winds and rain beat on
that house, and it fell not for it was
7 50 1t iy with every
true %unauwn

founded upon & roclk;
one who ‘i’;i".“(ﬂ!‘i’(‘m the
Chrlst. T have always belle

was seventesn yeurs of age, that if
went'to God in humble prayer detep-
mined of myself to do his will, that he
would hear and answer me, and this is

the way T cams to see that the seventh
day vras the Sabbath that God “blessed
and hallowed.” By weading History, §
tind that the seventh day, Sabbath, wasg
kept by the Christian Chureh down even
to the fifth century. History tells us
that “Paganism ’ brought Sunday to the
front as o *“ venerable day” and “Popery”
gave it the title of “Lord's Day.” Aska
Catholic priest who changed the day.
He will teli you that they are the only
people who had power to change the day.

Constantine (a Pagan Emperor) issued
an edict forciog the judges, town peo-
ple and workmen of all trades to rest on
the “venerable day of the sun” He
afterwards became a Catholic and was
supposed to be converted to the christian
religion. Now what are christian peos
ple doing; following after Pagan
Rome are you not? Following after the
“henct,” see Rev. 13:18, There is not a
s'ngle texs in the New Testament where
3arist or his diciples kept the fivst day of
the wesk, see Matt,28:1. Now turn to
Ezekiel 20: 12-20, < And hallow my Sab-
baths; and they shall be & sign  between
me and you, that ye may know. that I
am the Lord thy God.” 8ee Book of
Mormon, Iosiah 7:21. See Fixodus31:12.
“Verily my sabbath ye shall keep, for it
is a sign between me and you throughout
your genertions that ye may know thab
T am the Lord doth sanctily you.”

Vo shall kesp the sabbath therefore;
for it is holy unto vou. Everyone that
defileth it shall surely be put to deatt
For whosoever doeth any work thersin
that soul uhall be seni off from among
his psople. Six days may work be done,
but in th2 saventh is the sibbath of rest.
It is 2 sign between me and the children
of Israel voREVER. For in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth and on the
seventh day he rested, and was refreshed,”

Pl

It is for a **perpetual covenant.

¥ was taught to keep Sunday 101’ the
Sabhath, but have heard the matter dis-
cassed for the last thivty five years. Fin
iyt i’ﬁ:‘»‘!"'P{i Lo seel unto the Lord for
myself and [ determined to live before
the Lord that he would make it known
unto me which day we were to keep for
Sabbath. I ioldthe Lord thatif he wouid
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make known {o me what day we was to 1‘
keep for Sabbath, that I would keep it. |
Shortly after T found myeelf weapped in ‘1
% vision, when I the dear Sawvior:
standing clos Ty me in pure white,
his whole Being was filled

BAW
and
with the
Seveath Day Sabbath, and the woice of
the spirit said to me, “this is the day
that I kept.” ¥ find in keeping the com-
mandments of God there is greab profit,
gven in the seventh day sabbath, for in
To
God be all the glory given. Dear reader
may God bless you for Jesus sake, We
have been keeping the seventh day sab-
bath now for about four years, though
we are the only ones keeping that day
in this town that we koow of among the
saints, . We find a sacredness about that
day, that we forget that othiers are not
keeping it too; and Sunday has lost ifs
sacredness as o sabbath.,  Jesus said, I
receive not honor from men, but he that
honoreth my Father  will I honer.”
Yours for Christ
DiaxtHA M. MYERS.

T'0E GATHERING.
CONCLUDED .’
The commuity should reguire cach
member upon entering to consecrate

into the general fund at least one
hulf of bis entire properiy. 1
This fund to be used forthe pure |

chase of lands, erection of public
buildings, and promotion of any
and all business enterprises engaged
in by the body, the balance being
regserved for his individual use, im-
proving his inheritance, and for im-
mediate living.

The land should belong to the
and the community
should pay all taxes upon it out of
the general fund. The town shounid
be divided into ample lots, with
broad streets and each head of a fam-

ily should receive a lot from tihe g‘
community, o be his and his chil- |

community,

s when the community

drens’ forever, and one personshoul 1

i be allowed to own onfy one lot, aud

becomes rvich
enough each head of a family shpuid
have also 80 acres.of and
No man should be allowed o
own or control more than these, and

land ne

more

Ire should have no powe= {5 sell them.

A provision might be made allow-
ing a man tc frade his homestead or
his lot, for an equal amount else
where, bul no man should beallowed
0 disposess his clildren of a home
Each man should be
taxed by the community
per cent of his- entire net income

in the earth.
a ocertain

from all sources, the proceeds to go
into the general fund. 8o long as
the Raints are tributary to an earthly
government, each man should pay
his own tax on personal property, to
the government, the genera! fund
paying the tax on his land, less the
assessment on his Improvements.
The community should build and
pave the reads, erect building, culti-
vate the vacaut land adiacent to its
town, do the merchandising and
manufacturing in all lavge and gen-
eral lines, and pay is employees out
of the general fund, a salary consisi-
ent with the times and conditions by
which we are surrounded, but notin
any case to exceed what an indus-
¢rious man can actually produce on
an average.

Some of our critics will surely
urge that this would not be giving
sufficient scope to individual energy,
and that large salaries ought to be
paid to the espeecially competent
ones. Thisis simply a semple of
Babylons’s sophistry. 'The life of
one man is of no more value than
that of another, lo Adm. ’

1ig
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If by special endowment one man
is qualified to lead Israel, while an-
c¢ther filuds his voeation with a spade,

o i

the former is indebted to his Ureator
f r his endowments, and  mus}
charge the debt, or Dbe punished
Suvppese Jesus had acted upon such

been the

dis-

sophistry, would he have
light of the world?

The great lesson of the Lord’s life
and teaching is self denial for the
banefit of the many.

The central aim and thought of
Babylon’s methods and teaching,
self indulgence at the expense of the
many. Which system the
Josephites, Brighamites, Romeites,
and all sectarians teaching and prac-
ticing today, and what shall we
think of socalled ¢*Saints,”” who ad-
vocate taking from the earnings of

is

are

the wenk, to add.to the earnings of
the strong.

There is zmo‘her law that should
be consifered rvight here: The molto
of all nature seems to be ¢* Excelsior.”?
The reason there S0
“sweak” or incompetent ones, is i
the conditions uander which they
were brought into existence and
reared to maturity, were very unfa-
vorable. Given an equal chance in
prenatal and. post-natal advaniages,
and the inequalities would disappear.

Babylon’s votaries excuse shem-
selves in taking more than their share
of the products of labor. on the

theory that the weak owe a certain
alliegance to the strong,
ping to think that this is contrary to

Christ s rule, and that such a mothod

are

never stop-

tends fo still further depress the gen-
eral ave to
1if6 the mass of mankind to a higher
plane. 1% is easy to go o a meeting

rage, while His aim was

{

- Gathering.

abouf a higher
actice on
that will
promote that higher life by checking
individual greed. Ior the present
we are done with this subject ot the
We have seen that if
God’s people wonld establish a right-
eous community ., they must do so by
puiting in practice Iiis three great
laws, on the fenure of land. the use
of money, and the method of taxation..
That ‘they must further provide
against the greed of individuals by
following the example set by Joseph
of Egypt in building gzreat store-
houses of the people, and let the sys-
tem expand to meet modern require-
ments so as to reach ingo all lines of
business that become great, thereby
threatening the general welfare.

oun Sunday and lalk
life, but hiard to put
week days the principles

inp

We have seen that the only condi-
tion we need to wait for, is a readi-
ness on the part of his-people to com-
ply with the requirements of hislaw.

We say fo the members of the
chureh both present and prospective,
we are ready to fake up the work on
these tines,Swhenever s few eirnest
workers ars ready to move oub with

and make a start.

We are sure that the
blessings of Heaven will attend those

who obey its laws.

We have no  ambition
‘eader,” and shall always oppose
the exaitation of any individual over
his brethren: We are con‘ent o
work for the general good, i what-
ever capacity we are called, be it
high or Tow, share with our
brethren in the general benefits to be
chedience to God's

C. A, Wiores,

pertectly

0 be a

and

obtained
plan.

by
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THE TEMPLE LOT SUIT.

The Daily Sentinel, of Independ-
ence Mo. on Friday, Sept. 30th.
contained the following:

. John N Southern, attorney for the
defendents in the great Temple Lot
case, received a telegram this morn-
ing from the clerlc of the United
States court of appeals stating that
the court had reversed the decision of
United States Circuit Judge John F,
Phillipps in the Temple Lot case and
vemanded it fordismissal. This fin-
ally decides the case against the
Latter Day Saints, who sued for
the property.

The Temple Lot case was one of
the Lardest fonghtcases ever brought
in the courts of this districs. Way
back in the thirties the plotof ground
every one kuows as the Temple Lot
was bought by one Partridge to hold
for the Mormon church.  This was
before the Mormons  were driven
from Independence.. The land has
been sold a number of times since
then and by regular transfers came
into possession of the Hedrickite
church of which Richard [1ill, ofy
this city, is the head. In 1831 the
Latter Day Saints who follow the
leadership of Joseph Smith, the son
of the original Joseph, and who own
the big rock church near the coveted
property, sued for the property on
the grounds that it was church prop-
erty. The case was heard before
United States Judge Philips and he
not only decided that the Latter Day
Saints were entitled to the properiy;
but that they were The Church, legal
suceessors to  the . original Joseph
Smith in veligion. The case was ap.

pealed to the United States Court of
appeals and was argued in St. Louis
last February, and the telegram re-
ceived todny was the first intimation
of the decision.

It was supposed this would end the
is but one
Within a limit-

famous case, as tliere
chance to revive it.
ed time the *“Josephites’” may move
for a new trial, (though it is not at
all certain it would be granted.)
From the urgent appea’s for aid in
the “¢Saints Herald,” it is evident
they intend to make the most of this
chance. This will make itnecessary
for them to guarantee the costs, with
the chances of the suit largely
against them. '

Without going into the details of
the case, it has seemed tous an un-
just suit from the first. Under the-

ax laws, the Hedrickites have long

held lawful possession, and if their
title is broken, it will invalidate the
title to much of the property in In-
dependence, apd we doubt the wis-
dom of arrvaying the people of Jack-
son Co. against the church, assuch a
proceeding must do.

Beside, it is obvious that the Jose-
phites care as wueh, or more, for :
decision from the court, to the effect
that they are the legilimale successors
of the church in 1883, a8 they do for
the los.

This claim is too weak %o stand for
a moment if contested by the peoplc
of Salt Lake, where that church with
all ite official quorums and records
went in 1846,
apostate, the apostacy occurred while
the original leader yet lived, and
does not invalidate their succession
in a temporal sense, and it is childish
to attemptb to get decisions of tem-

L

Granting they wers

poral judges on their spiiluai ac-
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ceptability.  The Lord only can de-
cide that, and we must commend the
Utah chureh in ignoring such efforts

Judged Ly the Bible and Book of
Mormon, the apostacy began in 1830.
The Church of Christ might better
contest the title tothe lot in question
than the Reorganizers, for that was
the name held by ibe church in
1830-33, but our case would fall to
the ground at puce when the simple
organization of Christ’s Church
would be compared with the com-
plex and wvnscriptural form held by
the church that was driven from In-
dependence in 1838, We do not
seek the doubtful honor of being s
‘successor’’ to the follies that led to
the downfall of that people,
courts of this world cannot affect the
decision of That Judge who will try
the hearts of all men.

e G G mmnane

THE ADAMS FURND,
While in Richmond on our recent

visit, the matter of securing the
funds of the estate remaining in his
hands, was arranged by Bro. Geo.
Sehweich, he giving accepted drafis
upon the Exchange Bank of Rich-
mond, doe upon the dates agreed
last spring, for the amounts yet re-
maining in his hands. Finding the
trust a too burdensome addition to
his  already cares, Bro.
Schweich concluded 40 resign his
office of Executor of the Adams Hs-
‘tate, and on filing his final report
with the court of Decatur Co., Ia.
he was released from that position,
leaving the matter in the hands of
the Editor and Bro. J. J. Snyder.

A tiird executor will soon  be
named, and the readeis of the Re-
TurN will be notified due time.
Meantime preparations are belng

and

heavy

in

made to push the privting and mis
stopary work, ou the lines previous-

iy indicated,

Wisit To Bichmond.

During the first week in this
month the editor made 12
trip to Independence,

and Kansas City, Mao.

business
tichmond,

We enjoved a very pleasant visit
with the brethrer at those places,
and found mest of them strong in .
the faith, and determined %oc hold
fast to the word.

A very gratifying thing is ndtice-
able, viz: an increased disposition to
pay less heed to the supposed errors
and short-ecomings of and
more to our own condition. This
is as it should be.

On Friday evening, Nov. 1, we
listened to Elders Chas. Hall of the
Utah church, and George Hilliard of
of the Reorganized chureh, discuss-
ing the merits of thelr respective
churches, in the stene building og-
cupied by the ¢ Josephites’’ at Inde-
pendence, _

We thought both were seriously
in error, but were very favorably
impressed, as were many others of
the andience, with the guiet, courte-
ous manuer in whick Eider Iall
presented his side of the case. A
cause never loses ground by a cour-
teous presentation.

We visited Elder Hall the
evening at his residence near Kansas
City and had a very pleasant chat
with him and four elders from Utah
who were stopping with him.

Ot course we did not
vital questions but we
we tried to give, a courtecus hearing
and reply, and shall be pleased to
meet them agaln. We had the pleas.

others,

nexy

agree on
received, as
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wre of mesting with the brethren in
Independence on Sunday, and were
greatly encouraged by the tesiimon-
ies we heard. At Richmond
found Elder Page pursuing theeven
tenor of his way with accus-
tomed cheerfulness, and the rest of
the brethren in their usunal firm con-
dition. The work is evidently on-
ward in that ioeality. = May it in-
orease every where.

we

his

EDITORIAL ITREMS.

One of the things which lock cu-
rious to us, is the growing tendency
smong the more promincnt ones of
the Lamoni Church te ignore the
part predicted by the Book of Mor-
mon for the Lamanites, (Indians) in
the great changes shortly to be
brought about.

"That the people of the world should
laugh at any suggestion of an inde-
pendent futare for the downtreden
race, is 1o be expected; but how men
of intelligence can read the DBook of
Mormon and profess 10 beleive it to
be of Divine Authority, and then de-
one who faith in
Christ’s predictions of a gloriouns fu-
ture for the Lamanites after the Gen-
tile power shall be broken, is one of
the riddles that are hard to solve.

vide EXPresses

We know that is the case, for we
liave repestedly had the experience
ourself.

To understand it, one must know

“how completely the church has baen
carvied away by a spirit of adula-

tion for Josepl Mmith.

His predictions coneerning =
{Independence Mo.) and the extrav-
agant ideas of the glory to be there
at{ained by the church, have caused

e O
VAGTT

the people to ignore one of Christ’s
plainest predictions, found in Nephi
10: 1. “But if they(the 'gentiles}
will repent, and hearken wunto my
words, and harden not their hearts,
I will establish my church among
thetn, and they shall come in unto
the covenant, and be numbered
among this the remnant of Jacob,un-
to whom I have given this land for
their inheritanice, and they shall as-
sist my people. the remnal of Jacob;
and also as many of the houve of Is-
rael as will come, that they may
build a city which shall be called the
New Jerusalem.”’

We are aware that many Latter
Day Saints have a more or less clear
belief in this prophecy. bnt we also
know whereof we speak, when we
assert thata I'teral rendering of it is
not acceptable to the ¢‘great ones’ of
Lamoni.

For our part we prefer the words
of Ohrist above those of a prophet,
whether it be Joseph Smith or anoth-
er,

We are receipt of a personal lelter
from Bro. Page, in which he siafes
that he finds it impossible to arrange
his affairs 8o as 0 make the journy to
California as he had intended. We
are verry sorry to learn this, for we
beleive Bro. Page should goif it were
possible. However, weshall try to
arrange for some one else to accom-
pany Bro. Clark, that the neassary
work may be done according o the
pattern.

Letall who wish to be visited,
wiite us how they may be veached.

Send one dollar for THE RErUnN and
keep posted for the uext year.
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GOBRESPONDENCE

Parties writing for the paper will
please sign their name. If they do not
wish it to appear, stave the fact: but we
must have the name. Also write on one
side of the paper only.

A,

) ARMBRUST, Pa.
Bro. €. A. Wickes:— I enclose ten
cents in stamps for which please send me.
according to announcement in THE RE-
TURN, ten copies of Bro. J.J. Snyder's
“Pruth No. 1,” and would like No, 2 as
soon as it is out. I want them for dis-
tribution. May God hasten the day that
all ihe saints may be one is my prayer.

Your Brother in Christ,
4. L. ARMBRUST.

TrLare, Cal.,

Oct. 15, 1895.
Drar Bro. Wickes:—I hope you will
keep us posted of the movements of El-
ders Page and Clark when they come to
Calif. Tam applying for my soldier
penston. T am 62 years of age and con-
sequently disabled from obtaining a live-
lihood by hard physical work. I think
T ought to haveit ina few months.
When I get it I will let you know as1
would be glad to spend it for the - Lord’s
purposes. I thinkthe L. D. 8. and the
Salvationists would let us use their
meeting rooms {ree when they are not
using them. What weighs on my mind
the most, is to see an industrial puvsuit
started for the Church. Farming, stock
raising and fruit growing seems the most
practicable. Please send me the follow-
ing four numbers of the RETURN published
this year: June 1st, June 15:h, July 1st

and Sept. 15th,
Fraternally,
INER LAMB.

I3~The figures opposite your name on
the margin of vour paper indicate the
date to which your subscription is paid.

tease note it carefully, nnd if any errvor
appears, write us about it 80 we can rec
tify i AT who can should wm* ik
stihreringy npily in o»
it takes mon RITIT ,mf,&X
who cannot afford 1o pay for it and }et
desire to read i, will receive it free if
they will notify us of the facts.

DAVID WHITMER'S ADDRESS.

Elder David Whitmer's ¢ Address to all
Believers in Christ” can be had by send-
inga two cent stamp to Geo. Schweich,
Rictimond, Mo., or to this office. You
cannot do better than to send this book
te your friends It has heen the best
raissionary in the field so far.

=~ Take Notice. Several parties have
recently sent for THE RETURN, one year
and 'he back nuinbers published by Bro.
Robinson, for $1.40, as oifered some time
ago. We hereby withdraw that offer.
The back numbers will be fifty cente net,
post paid.

Back Numbers of The Return.

‘We have on hand about 500 complets
s3ts of numbers I to 26, published by
Bro. Robinson, a1 ¢ we are author'zed to
sell them at the low rate of 50 cents per
set., postpaid to any addressin the United
States or Canada. The personal history
of the editor is the best church history of
the times and events mentiored, that has
ever been published,

Every believer in the Book of Mormon
should have a sef.

‘We have also a number of sets of the
publication of Bro. Schweich, which we
are authorized to <end for 25 cents, post-
paid,

LOOK HERE.

We will soon be in the midst of
a presidential campaign. We want

our readers to have every opportu-
nity of knowing what is going on

and bhave sherefore arranged by
SPECIAL COxTRACT which enables us
to offer :
Tar S1. Josery
WerELy HErRALD
AND Tur ReTury
From Now Until qumry 1, 1897,
i ror &1 50.
The coming cam ;’mﬂ'r promises to
he the most exciting in vears You

can’t afford 1o be without the fullest

Cinformation when s can be had for

such « small amount of money.

ReMenper-—Both papers until Janu-.

ary 1, 1897, for $1.50.
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“Condemnation resteth upon the childven of Zion, even all, and shall vemain
untél they repent, and remember the New Covenant, even the Book of Mormon and
the former commandments. not only 1o SAY, but to DO, according to that which I have

written.”—D. & C. Sec. 83, Par: 8.

Vol. 4, No. 21,

DAVIS CITY, IOWA, DECEMBER 1, 1895.

Whole No. 57.

SEVENTH DAY OR FIRST.

Epiror Rerurn;—I have noticed
several articles in Tur RETURN besar-
ing on the Sabbath question and have
delayed having anything to say, but
now, since I have seen your comment
on sister Lucy Roberts' letter, I feel
~encouraged to write in regard to
that most ¢mporiant topie. I must
flvst give an account of my proceed-
ings. In the first pla;cey my mother
and I were baptized by brother W.
¥. Brown the 80th day of December
1888. We went 9 miles throngh
cold drizzling rain, and the water in
the creek at almost freezing point. 1
never had heard a sermoen preached,
except what I heard the Latter Day
Saints preach. [ have been in the
Church of Christ very near sevell
years, and have only heard one ser-
mon since, (that was by brother
Land,) and it was the best sermon I
ever listened to in my life. About
flve years ago my attention was call-
ed to the fact that I was dishonoring
the Sabbath of our Lord," by work-
ing on that day and keeping Sunday
which I had been taught was the
Sabbath; but a lady converted me by
showing me that the had
“passed” Lefore the first day of the
Wgﬁ,ék eame cn, so I have made
thorough  investigation.
there is no command  between the

Sabbath

2

1 find|

lids of the Bible for Sunday observ-
ance. Christ never cbserved Sun-
day as the .Sabbath, There is no
prophecy that Sunday would ever
take the place of the Sabbath. The
word Sunday is not in the Bible.
God never blessed or sanctified the
first day. There {s but one com-
mandmeént in the Bible for a weekly
Sabbath, and that says the seventh
day. He has not spoken one word
of promise or blessing for keeping
the first day. So my mother and I
have been keeping theSabbath for
over three years, I am glad to see
that sister C. Hendrichson is keeping
the Sabbath.

You say you would like to hear
from sov.¢ brother or sister inregard
to the clipping from the Gospel Mon-
tior. I am glad to say that every
word is true. T was not so fortunate
as to get the number of the Rerurn
containing brother Olsen’s letter of
which sister Hendrickson speaks;
would be glad to see the letter. I
hope all of our people will see the
necessity of “laying hold of the Sab-
bath,”” Isaiah, 56. Sister Roberts
is right in saying that there is
uvothing to quarrel aboust.
told us to admonish
and to be willing to communicat ey
and the more s0 as we see the dayi

Christ

one anocther,

a.ppi oaching.”’
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I am anxious that we should come
to some kind of an understanding so
the Masters work conld be advanced.

Now for instance, I cannot per
suade people to turn from their sins
unless I could offer them a shelter.
I eannotinduce them to join a church
that is in  transgression. “‘To the
{aw and to the testimony, and if they
speak not according to their word,
it is because there is no light in
them,”” so if we do not teach the obs
servance of theseventh day, we are
not speaking according to the law.

I would be glad if some of the
money (the Adams fand) would be
applied to the enlarging of the Ru.
TURN, and for publishing tracts, as it
wag to be used for the spread of the
gospel. Then we could all takea
hand in helping to spread it -in its
fullness as is contained in the Bible
and Book of Mormon. Read Book
of Alms 17:8 and Mosiab 8:6 ¢“*And
he commanded them that they should

observe the Sabbath day and keep it/

holy’” paragraph 9. Read 11 chap.
first part of paragraph 17,

“For the Lord hath said, this is my
church, and [ will estabhish it, and noth-
ing shall overthrow it, save it is ths
transgression of my people,” middle part
of paragraph 20. Now please read Book
of Mosiah 7:18-18-20-81. Compare with
Ex. 20:1-18. Read Book of Helaman,
chap. 5, latter end of par. 7. Read Book
of Nephi 5:10-11. Compare with Isaiah
4221 and Heleman 10:28-29. Read Nephi
102, Compare with Isaiah 56, 58,59 and
80th chapters. Read Book of HEther 1:
last half of par. 11, and all of par. 12.

“#The Revelations of John are to be un-
folded in the eyes of all the people.”
Read Rev.8:9, 94, 184, 30:4. 33:14-153-18-
19, and Deu.-4:2. And Jamessays “Bat
if ye have r spect o persons, ye commit
sin, and are conviaced of the

The Popeis o person,

and as obedience is the highest form of
worship and “respect,” all those who
keep Sunday are certainly ‘‘transgress-

ors,” James 2:9. Compare with Rev- 13:
8, beginning at the 1st verse. James

says algo, ““whosoever shall keep (or pre-
A\

N
MW as

transgressers’

tend) the whole law, and yet offend in oue
point, he is guilty of all.” (Compars
with Deut. 7:11 and with Numbers 15:29-
3081, and Lev. 5:17.) By obeying the
Pope, (vespecting) one poiat is broken,
and by breaking the fourth command-
ment, there' are two points that are
offences, And if we “love God with all
our soul, and mind, and strength,” we
would not do these things for fear of
offending him.

T will close by sending love to all the
brothers and sisters, praying that they
may all see alike, and lay hold of the
¢4ruth,” Psalms 119:142. and 1114 to 8-
So let us say like David, Psalm 119-115,
that we may be numbered with that
happy band spoken of in Rev. 14:12 and
5:11-14. “The bour cometh, (has come)
and now is, when the true Wworshipers
shall worship the Father in spirit and- in
truth; for the Father seeketh such to
worship him.” John 4:28. Corespond-
ence solicited. Your sister in Christ,

MARGARET A, ATRISSON,
Temple, Texas, Box 173~

J° W. BRIGGS LETTERS,

First Apostle of the Josephites.
WHEELER, Jowa,
December 8§, '87,

Bro. J. T. Crarg;—Your lebter received
and its perusal interested me. Growth
implies taking on and throwing off, and
we find the latter the most difficult. In-
deed it requires a mental and personal
stamina possessed.by but few church
members, to confess “we have believed
too much,” and to cast it aside. T came
into the church not only wot believing the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, bub
without knowing that such a book ex-
isted:;but when it appeared as part of the
Mormon hash 1 accepted it of course—
took for granted the mouth-piece theory,
antil in later years I found I had believed
too easy and too much. But the Reor-
eanized Chureh is based upon that Book
and whatever defects are in the Book, is
so much sand in its foundation; and hav-
ing cast aside the Book, it became a log-
ical necessity to cast aside the Church
(built upon it.) .

I have read-David Whitmer’s phamph-
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iet, and value it highly asa testimony of
facts. It shows clearly the serpentine
windings from the beginning. It would
appear probable that had the charch con-
inued as it started, unburdened with
Priesthoods and Presidencies, to-day it
would have and deserve the confidencs
of the good, instead of being partly
odious— as at this day. You are quite
correct in your inference upon what
hinges the Reorganized Church. The
manifestation (called revelation) calling
out Joseph Smith as an heir to the Pres-
idency through lineal Priesthood, ete.,
wag given me and bears the date of Nov.
18, 1851 at which time the Bro. Deam
mentioned was an active Strangite, so
you see Brand is wrong as he generally
is, either through ignorance or—some-
thing worse, Your experience in the
Reorganized Church shows what such a
church with such priesthoq{ds would do
if they had the dominion they aspire fo.
T will not here attemipt to explain how I
regard that communrication of Nov, 18,
1851 alluded to, further than that it isa
piece with hundreds of others in these
last days. Those whose eyes are open
might do much good by publishieg a
periodical to scatter the Herald dust.
Yours for freedom,
4 W. BrIgGs

W HEELER, Towa,
Feb. 18, 88

Bro. J. T, Crarg—Yonrs of late date
aquly received. The excessive cold
weather and some ill health has prevent-
ed my writing sooner. The experience
at Nauvoo and Independence were char-
acteristic of the times and places named.
T was at Nauvoo in 1843 the year it was
found necessary to legalize polygamy by
a revelation. No, I have no doubt as to
the authorship of that (so called) revela-
tion of July 12, 1843. It has all the ear
marks necessary to identify it as the pro-
duction of the mouth pisce of thosedays.
Williarm, the only surviving brother,
got up a similar one (at Palastine near
Amboy) in 1851. I united with the
ch}n’ch at Potosi, Grant Co., Wisconsin
in 1841. The following year I settled
near Beloit, Rock Co., Wisconsin where
I raised up a branch in 1848+ When the

twelve assumed the leadership in 1844,
we gave a nominal adherence to them
until the spring of 1846 when we, asa
branch, rejected them and accepted
James J. Strang as the true successor,
on the authority of the letter of appoint-
ment from Joseph Smith—but polygamy
and other kindred teachings and practices
cropping out, we dropped Strang, and in
1850-51 accepted William Smith as the
successor, so so;—but in less than one
year he exhibited the cloven foot and
boomed polygamy afresh in the name of
God and his brother Joseph.

This Beloit Branch was the largest
perhaps of any that accepted William
Smith—and at the conference called by
him Oct. 1851 at Palastine, near Amboy
1., his true character was discovered by
many of us; and we went home dissatis-
fied. He claimed lineal rights and
taught lineal Priesthood, and had been
endorsed through the gifts abundantly.
It was in this condition of things that
the manifestations of Nov. 18 were re-
ceived. It contained nothing not then
believed. Upon the strength of this, the
branch rejected Joseph Smith and as-
sumed the watery attitude for the heir
little Joseph: In June following (1852)
we called a conference to meet al that
place (Beloit.) At the Cooference of
April, i858, we begau to @il up ths
Quorums;—the Reorganization dates
from that time—1858. In 1856, as re-
guested by the gifts, & communication
was written on behalf of the church, ad-
dressed to Joseph Bmith, and deliverved
by messengers B. C. Briggs and Bro.
Gurley, A copy of this document is
printed in the Saints biography of Joseph
Smith, in Tullidge’s History. (I have
the original.) E. C Briggs remained at
Nauveo and vicinity and Gurley returned.
You will see that lineal Priesthood was
the keynote and the Book of Doctrine

Covenants the key st.ne in the Reorgan-
ization theory.

I was sorry to hear of the death of
David Whitmer.  Have you read Lambs
Golden Bible? If notit will pay you,
perhaps, to read it. I shall be pleased to
hear from you, and hope you may be
more successful than many have been in
their efforts to disdover the truth.

Very truly yours,
do ¥ . Brices,
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DAVIS CITY, IOWA, DEC. 1, 1895.

LEGALISED ROBBERY.

In our conseruaiive evening paper of
Sept. 14th.itisintimated that theve seems
to be a conspiracy to compel farmers to
sell their wheat at almost runious prices,
and then to make millions of dollers by
compelling consumers to buy it atan
enormous advance. ;

Out of such legalized robbery in articles
of food and other necessaries of life have
been built up immense fortunes in this
country.

Is there any remedy? Yes—Iet every
 Btate enact laws making it a crime pun-
ishable by not less than a year’s tmprison-
ment at hard labor, which bhard labor
shall be to work eight or ten hours each
day carrying bricks from one end of the
prison yard to another and then carrying

them back again.

Gro. T. ANGELL in Ovr Dumb Animals.

Better learn a lesson from Joseph
of KEgypt, Bro. Angell, and let the
government buy a little wheat and
other coreals atb a fair price and stove
them against a time of famine and
high prices, and you wont be both-
ered contriving laws that wont pun-
ish anybody after all; and if “you
“would just go alittle farther and learn
a lesson from Mosas on Laxb, Moxgy,
and Taxation. The rest of these gi-
gantic accumelations of woalth which
are so raprdly destroying the liberties
of the country, wonld shortly be a
thing of the past, and a vast horde of
idlers would be compelled to turn
their attention to 8ome useful em-
ployment, therebf lightening the
burdens of the overworked and un-
derpaid.

Again, That Herald.

In the Saint’s Herald of Nov, 13,
last, the editor in chief takes the
Rerory to task . in an article of. a
page and nearly a column, finding
fault with us because we do not ac-

1 cept the revelations of Joseph Smith

(Doctrine and Covenants) as a safe
guide, and because a recent nuniber
of Tue Rerury contained the fol-
lowing:

¢*We cannot see how the Josephites
could expect to greatly prosper in
that mission, (Utah) so long as they
made the basis of their attack upon
& proposition (that Joseph Smith was
not respousible for the Spiritual
Wife Revelation of July 12, 1843)
which the people of Utah knew to be
untrue, an% KNEW TAAT THE JosgpH-
ITES KNEW IT ALSC.”’

The Herald says:

““The first leaders of the Josephites
assumed no position in regard o
Joseph Smith’s responsibility for the
¢ peculiar doctrine’ of the Utah church
(plural marriage) that has been de-
nied or changed.”

““Not a man among them Znew
that he was responsible; and the po-
sition was and has been, and is now,
that the dogma was eurrupb and con-
trary to God’s law as found in all
three of the recognized books, no
matter who was the responsible hu-
man agent of its introduction. No
other postion than this has been
taken by the leaders, Some indi-
viduals believed that Joseph Smith
was in some way connected with it,
and may have so admitted in speech’
or writing;. but that the leaders,
either first or last, so0 held, is not
true.”’ : :

We wish it borne in mind that we
did not mention this polygamy mat-
ter, either in pulpit or press, until it
was forced upon us by Elder Coch-
ran of Lameoni, in his reply to our
effort at Greenville, last spring. He
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stated that ‘‘some had asserted thai
Joseph Smith was responsible for
polygamy, but this had been dis-
proved,’’ or words to that effect.

Does that look like = ‘‘denial?”’
Did the editor of the Herald ever
make in pulpit-or press, a statement
like this: ‘I believe Joseph Smith
was & good man, and & good man
would not do such a thing?”
¢“denial about that? Has uot the
denial been made flatly by dozens of
the Josephite Elders, from the pul-
pit, as the position of the church,
and has not the entire teaching of the
Herald since Joseph Smith hecame its
editor, tended and intended to pro-
duce that result? Did Bishop Kelley
¢‘deny’’ it ‘in his famons debates
witd Elder Braden at Lamoni and
elsewhere, and if these things have
been done by these leaders did they
not take a position?

But the Herald says the position
taken by the the “first leaders’’ has
not been ‘‘denied or changed.”’
Who were the first leaders of the Re-
organization? Were they not Jason
Briggs,Wm. Marks and Isasc Sheen?

- Yes, mony years before ¢ Young
Joseph” had thought of liftiug a
standard, these three men lifted one
for him, and formed a church for
him to lead, Do you soberly intend
to tell us these men took ne position

“on this matter that has been
changed? When both Marks and
Sheen took pains to take a very clear
position, in the first Herald at Plano,
1., in 18607

After quoting from Ezekiel 14: to
fit the case Sheen says on page 9 of
the first Herald: *“The death of the
prophet is one fact that has been
realized, though he abhorred and re-

Any |

pented of this inequity before his
death.”” - (The Italics are ours.—
Ed.) Again on page 24 as editor of
the Herald, he zeprints what be had
formerly published in the Saturday
Buening Post, Oct. 9, 1852, as fol-
lows: Joseph Smith repented of his
connection with this doctrine (Spirit-
ual Wifery) and said it was of the
Devil. He caused the revelation on
the subject to be burned, and when
he voluntarily came to Nauvoo and
resigned himself into the arms of his
cnemies, he said that he was going
to Carthage to die. At that time
he also said, that if it had not been
for that accursed Spiritual Wife doc-
trine, he would not have come o
that, DBy his conduct at that time
he proved the sincerity of his repen-
tance, and of his profession as a
prophet.”’

No ‘‘taking a position” about
that, is there, it don’t
quite agree with that now taken by
the Herald, does it?

On page 22 of thig same ﬁrat He1-=
ald, is a communication from Wili-
iam Marks, detailing a2 conversation
that oceurred in 1844 between him-
self and Joseph Smith on this subject
of Polygamy.

He told of this same conversation
in a letter to ‘‘Zion’s Harbinger and
Baneemy’s Organ,” published in St.
Louis, Mo.; July 1853. Vol, 5, Ne.
7, pp. 52 to 64. As this letter was
written several years esrlier than
the Herald letter, and is . much
clearer and more explicit = on the
points mentioned, we give an ex-
traet from it,

He says: “I was
t0 the introduction -(secretly) of
s kingy form of government
in which Joseph suffered himself
to be ordained a king, to reign,
over the house of Israel forever
which I could nof conceive to be in

and

also witness
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accordance with the laws of the
church; but I did not oppose this
move, thinking it none of my busi-
ness. Joseph, however, became con-
vinced before his death that he had
done wrong; for, about three weeks
before his death, I met him one
morning in the street, and he said to
me ‘Bro. Marks, I have something to
communicate 50 you.” We vetired
to a by place and sat down together
when he said: ‘We are a ruined peo-
pie.” I asked, ‘how so? He said:
this doctrine of polygamy, or spirit-
ual wife system that has been taught
and practiced among us will prove
our destruction and everthrow. I
have been deceived in reference to
its practice. Itis wrong: it is a
curse to mankind and we shall have
to leave the United States soon, un-
less it can be put down and its prac-
tice stopped in the church.”

We think when Mr. Marks pub-
lished this, he ‘‘took a position,’and
we think he knew what he was writ-
ing about too; and we think that

““Young Joseph’” and the rest of the
laterleaders of the Josephite church,
kvew of these evidences when they
denied the position - taken by their

predecessors.

A sharp, lawyer-like dodge hes

been taken on this testimony: It has
been argued that as Joseph said, I
have been deceived * * [t is
wrong * ¥ L will go isto the
stand and preach against it,”” it
goes to prove that he was not respon-
sible for its introduction.

But how about Sheeni’s statement
that, Joseph had the revelation on
the subject burned. What about the
sworn testimony to the effect that
Hyrum Smith brought the revelation
to the council from .Josepk, as was
his custom. What about the testi-
mony of E. Robinson that Hyrum
stood ont against the doctrine for a

long time, but finally came to said
Robinson’s honse and taught the
doctrine to him and his wife saying,
“‘Joseph was right and Hyrum was

wrong.’’

That there was such a doctrine,
practice, and revelation in the
church as early as 1843, is beyond
the possibility of question. Did any
of the men who testified of it, ever
dream of that revelation coming

from any other than Joseph Smith?

And in the early sixties, E. Rob-
inson then a member of the;Josephite
church, and pained to observe the
false position taken by ‘‘Young
Joseph’’ took occasion to tell him
“Your father mever personally
taught me the doctrise, but youx
Uncle Hyrum did;”” yet the Her-
ald boldly says, ‘“Not a man among
them knew that he (Joseph Smith) .
was respounsible ** * thaf the
leaders either first or lagt, so held,
is not true.” Measured by such
erafty, technieal dodging of common
standards as we see here, does  anys
body know anything?

As to Jason  Briggs, we publish
elsewhere in this number, copies of
two autograph letters from him to
Elder John T. Clark, in which may
be found his opmlon and position on
this suhject.

We have treated this matter on
the chosen ground of the Josephites,
viz. ignoring all testimony that is
interested by reasou of complicity in
the dbgmau

We wish it distinetly understood
that we are making ro  war upon
Joseph Smith. His private life is
his own, but his public teachings are
public property, and we don’t pro-
pose to allow the Herald to bluff the
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world into the ides that he didn’t
teach what we all know he did teach,
under the false statement that none
of the Josephite leaders ever ‘‘knew’’
or ‘‘took the position’’ that he
taught it.,

It cannot pay the Herald, nor any
one else, in the end, to tell people
they are making Ialse statements,
when there is such overwhelming
proof to show that the statements are
true. If the Herald desires to go
into an exhaustive research of this
question we can accomodate it, for
we have not tonched 2 tithe of the
evidence that can be produced to
show that Joseph Smith produced
the Spiritual Wite revelation of July
12th 1843, and that the present lead-
ers of the Josephites knew it many
Years ago.,

Making crafty silusion to David
Whitmer the Herald says ‘*he is still
believed by them (the people  of
Utah,—Ed.) to have been unfaithful
to the canse he professed to love,
when the Saints were persecuted in
Missouri and driven out by a mob.
And that he was cut off the C(hurch
in May, 1838, for what is believed
by them to have been good cause.”

If cutting 2 man off'the Church
without notice of trial, ‘because he
fefuses to sanction evil doing, and
cavsing him to flee for <his life, is
“good canse’’ then David Whitier
stands condemned; but if not, then
" the Herald will be condemned for
making ~ such a statement. The
Herald goes into a flutter of solici-

tude about the proceedings of the
Geuneil of the Chureh of Christ,

held at Davis City in September last,

and says it was composed of only:

three Mdexs, viz. P, A Page., John
Clark and C. A. Wickes.. We brand
this as Clowmwht 15 Ing without, the

{ ment of the Josephite policy for

shadow of an excuse for the minutes
of that Council, published in the Rz-
TURN, shows that there were also
present and taking part at that Coun-
cil, Elders S. F, La Point and W. S.
Roberts, not mentioning  lay mem-
bers represented.

It also wants to know, if a a few
men may publicly call a Counecil and
withdraw from other men with whom
they have been associated, ‘‘ where is
the end of such work.”” We cheer-
fully answer, when the Lovd shall

come and sel fuis house in order.
The Josephites did so, all other

Latter Day-ites did so, and all Pro-
testant Christendom did so, and we
hope the Herald won’t get excited
over that question again, especially

" when it is not an interested party.

We can see but one obhject in the
methods of the Herald in this attack
upon Tee Rerourn. It feels itscraft
in danger, and must do something
to stop investigation. Knowing
that if it can persuade its readers
that Tre RETURY is unreliabie, they
will not care to read it, it craftily
puts these things in the worst light
possible, and counts.on its prestige
to carry it through..

Such a course will partially succeed
for a time, but will bring confusion
i the end. We ask our readers to
heed, not us, but the facts which we
present.

We are still waiting for an answer
to our application of the ideas con-
tained in the quotation at the head
of Tux RrTury, and £o our arraign-
its
departure from the fundamental
principa'is of the teachings of (,‘lw{;sr,~7
and its departore from God’s iaw
for the temporal governmem of His
peoplea R

 www.LatterDay it g



w2

THE RETURN.

CORRESPONDENCE.

RicHMOND, Mo.
Nov. 24; 18095,

EpiTor RETURN:—Permit me to say to
my brethren that I would be glad to hear
from them through the Rerurx. It is
iike good fruit scattered along our path-
way, that we may gather as we pass a-
long through life, that is, when the
brethren are living up to their privileges,
May we all so live to honor our Lord and
Saviour.- The church at Richmond is
holding to the irow rod, and we are de-
termined by the help of God to hold - on
until we reachthe tree of life. My pray-
er is that the brethren every where, will
strive to live better day by day while we
live here in this world, that we may be
as a city set on a hill whose hght carnot
be hid; that others, seeing our good
works. may be constrained to glorify
our Father who is in’ Heaven. 1 have
just got my fall work dong, and will
soon be ready to spend some time in vis-

iting the brethren and friends where I |

can go and spend & week or two with
them if the way will be opened for me.
I have many calls; may the Lord open
the way, and may the servants of our
God learn their duty, and go forth and
do it.  Pray for me that the way may
be opened that I may answer to the
Macedonian cry of *‘come over and help
us.” Your brother in Christ,
P. A, Paoz,

#=~The figures opposite your name on
the margin of your paper indicate the
date to which your subscription is paid.
Please note it carefully and if any error
appears, write us about it so we can reé-
tify it. Al who can should send their
subscriptions promptly in advance, for
t takes money to run a paper. Those
who cannot afford to pay for it and yet

desire to read it, will receive it Ezee if |

they will notify us of the facts.
TRUTH NO. 1.

Bro. d. J. Spyder’s pamphlet, “Truth |

No+ 1,” can be had by sending one cent
postage i . (3;’ aig "’!\, (Jgnﬁﬁ.,
for eleven ¢op i
Snyder ab 905 L *w‘al ie St Chxcaﬂo lll‘ :

\ & B e

LOOK HERE.
We will soon be in the midst of
a presidential campaign. We want
our readers to have every opportu-
nity of knowing what is going on
and have therefore arranged by
SPECIAL CONTRACT which enables us

| to offer

Tar Sr. Josers
WeexkLy Herarp
Axp Tue RETURN . .
From Now Until Ianuary 1, 1897,
ror $1.50,
The coming campaign promises to
be the most exciting in years- You
can’t afford to be without the fullest
information when it cax be had for
such u small amount - of money.
RememBrr—Both papers until Janu-
ary 1, 1897, for $1.50. :

Back Numbers ot The Return.

‘We have on hand about 500 complete
sets of numbers 1 to 26, published by
Bro. Robinson, ard we are authorized to
sell them at the low rate of 50 cents per
set, postpaid to any addressin the United
States or Canada. The personal history
of the editor is'the best church history of
the times and events mentioned, that has
ever been published.

Every believer in the Book of Wormon
should have a set:

‘We have also a number of sets of the
publication of Bro. Schweich, which we
are authorized to send for 25 cent% po%h
paid, :

DAVID WH:iT AER'S . ADDRE$S

Elder David Whitmer's ¢ Address to all
Believers in Christ” can be had by send-
ing a two cent stamp to Geo. Schweich,
Rictimond, Mo., or to this office.. You
cannot do better than to send  this book
to your friends It has been the best
missionary in the field so far. -

g5~ Take Notice. Several parties have
recently sent for THR RETURN, one year
and 1 he back numbers published by  Bro.
Robinson, for $1.40, as offered some time
ago. . We hereby thhdraw that- offer..

baek numbers w1ll be ﬁfty cents net,

“www. LtterDay Truth.ofg
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) s Condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even all, and shall remain
until they repent, and remember the New Covenant, even the Book of Mormon and
the former commandments. not only to SAY, but to DO, according to that which I have

written.”—D. & C. Sec. 83, Par: 8.

Vol. 4, No. 22.

DAVIS CITY, IOWA, DECEMBER 15, 1895.

‘Whole No. 58,

PREDICTS A RULE OF RUIN.

Rev. J, B. Silcox Startles His Ton-
gregation With Dire Prophecies.
Rev. J. B. Silcox of the Leavitt

~ Street Congregational church

preached the Thanksgiving sermon
yesterday morning at the First

Congregational church, Washing-

ton Boulevard and Ann street.

His theme was ¢“God and the Peo-

ple.” The discourse treated of

the possibility of an immediate so-

cial revolution, and contained a

scathing arraignment of corpora-

tions and a plea for the elevation
of the lower classes of humanity.

The same sermon was delivered
last Sunday in the Leavitt street
church, and at its close the pastor
felt constrained to state that he
alone was respopsible for the sen-
timents expressed, and he did not
knew whether or not they agreed
with the opinions of the church
and its officers. It was suggested
to Mr. Silcox that if he expected
to make friends in Chicago he had
better not repeat that scrmon in
the First Congregational church.

He felt, however, that he had a

message to give, so- the sermon

was preached yesterday to the con-
servative First church, where it

made something of a sensation. It

was in prrt as follows:
55 Arise, shine, for thy light is
come, and the glory of the Liordis

vigen upon thee.”’—Jsalah, Ix., 1.

This is the call of God to & na-
tion that has been in the grave of
servitude and sorrow. Krom the
tomb of Babylonian bondage the
people are called to rise and take
possession of their divinely given
ipheritance. It is a call to social
ressurrection; to national recon-
struction. 1t is the resurrection,
not of an individual, but of a na-
tion,to new national life and glory.
The most brilliant future stands
out invitingly before them. This
highly poetic chapter is a glowing
picture of the moral and material
benefits God desires the people to
enjoy. No good thing will he
withhold from them if they but
 walk uprightly. It is the desire
of God that the people shall enjoy
everything that can contribute to
their highest welfare. Everything
that stands in the way of their
highest good is to be eliminated.

This chapter is a prophecy of
the kingdom of heuven on earth.
The blessings are political and na-
tional. 1t is not a future, far-off
heaven that is described, but a
present heaven here on earth. It
is the ideal social state that is de-
seribed. It is the people in the en-
joyment of their civie rights and
liberties. 1f is a democracy based
on a theocracy. The people rule
hecanse God rules; Between God
and thepeople no priestintervenés’
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and no monarch 'mn‘mkw Thus
the chapter ends as it begins, with |
God and the people and nothing
else.

The inscription 1hat the Italian |
patriots under the leadership of |
Mazzini inseribed on their hanner
wis, <“God and the people,” The
inscription on the hanner of the
French revolutionists wassLiberty |
equa’ity and fraternity.”” Both .
revolutions sought the weifare of
the people. But the French rev-
olution undertook rveform without
the recognition of God.  The pa-
triots of Md/?lhl m their struggle
for justice believed that God was
on the side of the peoplo and their
hope of suceess was in the sympa-
thy and help of God.  Revolutions
are saeved and legitimate and hon-
eficial only us they arve inspired,
directed and controlled by God.
Sueh revolntions have been and
may be again. The revolutions of
Cromwell, of Washington, of Lin-
coln, were of this character. Jus
tice and freedom for the people
rose from the grave in which they
had been ezaton.%;wi

We may shrink from the nse of
that word: revolution. We may
prefer the sitder term, evolation.
We say reforms  come  gradoal ty
and ac c:mimu tofuw.  Thisis true
and yet it is not true that evolution
leads to and ends in  revolution.
The growth of the chick in the!
shell is u process of gradual, quiet,
orderly evolution, hut when the
chick is full grown: and the tima~ !
comes 1o leave the sholl there is
wwighty  revoha erashing the
shell and utterly dvslﬁ'{; yingin, We!
sce much that is unalogous to this |
in the history of moral and social
reforms. The destruction of slav-
ery in thisland was an evolution
of thought and conscience that

#

14'.'?1

|
|
e
i

ple, the common peoyle.

| body is o3e.

| of the milionaire o Aannet bag

ended in a revolation of arms.
There are processes of thought and
teeling quietly going on today in
' tho hearts of the common people
which may one day issue with vol-

- canie force and completely change

the existing condition of some of
our indusirial and political institu-
tions.

Above ordinances and instita-
tions, above the temple and the
church, Jesus placed humanity.
Jesus linked himself with the peo-
But he
rose from the dead and his resur-
rection means that humanity shall
rivse. Hvery noble reform, every
greaf cange I}hit qsmm; the better-
ment of the people, thoogh it he
defeaied, dllf*lhud and huried out
of sight, yet it sball rise from its
grave of defeut into glorions and
eternal victory.

Weo cannot too ,su'onuiy empha-
size the truth that it is the people
as & whole and the whole of the
people that God seeks to elevate.

The prosperity of a conntry 1s
1ot 10 be,, measured by the evor-
mous wealth of & few, but by the
commuon weal of the many. (iod'q

Lideal for the peopleis renched only
Cwhen all

the race is perf e<,te(l
Humanity is one the
We cannot atford to
permit any section of humanity to
drop down and fall behind any
more than we cag permit any part
of onr bodies to  remainn diseased
and expect the other parts to. bhe
vigorousty heslthy,  The mansion
out
or guard itself ugainst the physieal
and mioral mataria that exades by
' night and day from the pmsoned
chambers of the sweater’s foul

abode. We are in the midst of a

social ferment that is national and
international.  If ideas beget rev-

alike. a8
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olutiong, then lookout for revelu-
tions, for ideas of freedom, justice
and a more equitable and humane

social state are filling the winds
and thrifling the hearts of the
common. people the world  over,

This movement 1s God

The ré‘vuluﬁionavv principlos
tuught 2,000 years ago by Jesus
to a few plam peasant people of
Galilee have g Bpre ad over the earth
like leaven in the meal and are re-
appearing in afreedom of thought,
in an independence of spirit among
the commaon people such ag never
Liefore characterized the people of
the world. Jesus 1is responsible
for modern democcracy.  The
world today i not monarehic or

begotten,

aristocratic. It 1s democratic. To
day as never before we ses the

reign of the common people. Man
as man now sways the scepter of
power. The convietion is spread-
ing that earth’s monarchs are her
people.

Ours is a crucial pesiod of his-
tory. We are on the eve of great
revealments and achievements.
Gen. Booth lately said that the
twentieth century in all probabil-
ity would usher in a world-wide
revolution for the people, the com-
mon people were waking torealize
their power and to use it as well
as to realize it. He Is not alone
in the belief that we are oa the edge

f u great political and social rev-
olution. Men who study the social
problemsof our day speak of theim-
pending revolution as an assured
fact. It is possible that we are on
the very eve of this process of
purification.

What can we do 1 this critical
period of human history? In what
way can we be helpers of God in
his purposes of good to the people? |

In the first place, we should recog- | ation.

Costrieh- Lli’(}‘

L coneentration

1t ix folly to
close our eyes to toe

nize its existence.

facts and forvees that engirdle us.
N sane man wil affivm that the

Ppresent indastrial condition of the

The
the

world isan the right basls.
of wealth in
hancs of a few 1s not right, and
should not be tolerated. I is
against the clearly revealed will of
God that the few live in splendor
while the nany wallow in squalor.
The old land laws of Moses made
it impossible for one man or com-
pany to monopolize great sections
of real estate. The huge monopo-
lies and frusts of today are a colossul
injustice to the people. They are
a menace to our free institutions.
They block the way to the king-
dom of God on esrth.

The ten commandments were
written for nations and corpora-
tions, as well as for 1ndividuals.
To the corporation God says:
s«Thou shalt not steal.,” <Thou
shalt not kill,”” ¢<¢Thou shalt not
covet.”” Thelaws of Christ are
binding on the corporatzon& a8 on
the individual. The conscience of

- many needs to be enlightened con-

cerning the responsibility for cor-
porate transgressions. As Her-
bert Spencer has sald: A body
of men will commit as a joint act:
that which every individual of
them would shrink from, did he
feel himself personally responsi-
ble.”” Listen, brother, you are a
member or sharehclder of a cor-
poration and that corporation gets
feanchises and advantages from
the city council or natlonal legia-

lature by bribery; you “cannot
plead mnocence because the brib-
ery was done by the directors or
agent of your corporation. Your
money helped to form the corpor-

Your money contributed
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to the bribery fund and your divi-
dends were augmented by the

fraudulent transaction.  Before
God you are gnilty of bribery as
though you had done it personally
and not by a hired agent or law-
yer. Your sinis worse because
you have bribed another to become
a briber. You have pulled down
others into the mire of your img-
mty. You have helped to corrupt
the community in which you live,

History can hardly furnish any
parallel to the gigantic power of
our modern corporations.

No kind of power short of that
of the Greek tyrant holding a city
by his mercenaries can be compar:
ed to these gigantic combinations
of capital that exist in our midst.

In many cases this aggregation
of power is used selfishly, cruelly
and in utter defiance of right and
justice.. The corporations that
have disgraced the city and them-
selves by stealing tlre water of the
city,and stealing the streets of the
city, robbing the péople of their
highways and doing it on Sunday
are the enemies of Grod and the peo-
ple and should be delegated or re-
legated to the striped squads of
Joliet. Broadecloth should not ex-
empt scoundrels from the punish-
ment due to greal transgressions.
Justice should be meted out alike to
men ¢too poor to hire a lawyer or
rich enough to bay the bar.”” We
need to have our eyes opened to
see not only the ¢‘damnable dan-

‘gerousness of the professional pol-
iticias,”” but also to see the dam-
nable dangerousness to the repub-
 he of these huge conscienceless cor-
porations that brutally override
law and justice, ignoring alike the
laws of God and the rights of the
people in order to compass their
anaccnda schemes of wealth-get-

public, the real

ting. These enormous combina-
tions of wealth against common-
wealth, these pirates on the high

seas of our industral life, these
parisites of the body politic are the
subtlest and surest foes of the re-
anarchists and
makers of anarchy.

The day of judgment for these
conscienceless corporations is com-
ing. 1t may be nearer than we
think when God and the people
shall arise and sweep these evils
from the earth by ballots or bay-
onets—perhaps it will need be both.

Some evils are so deep-seated
that¢‘without the shedding of blood
there is no remission”” of them.

We may again have to ‘‘read a
fiery gospel writ in burnished rows
of steel’’and see the God of justice
in a hundred cireling camps. To
stand up for Jesus means that you
will openly expose and fearlessly
chailenge every form of corruption;
that you will enlist 1n a Iife cam-
paign against every form of inig-
uity—political, social, 1ndustrial
individual, and like a knight of the
Holy Ghost hazard all you have
and ave in this sacred crusade of
right against might.—Chicago
Chronicle. :

Back Numbers of The Return,

We have on hand about 500 complete
sets of numbers 1 to 26, published by
Bro. Robinson, and we are anthotrized to
gell them ab the low rate of 50 cents per
set, postpaid to any address in the United
States or Canada. The personal history
of the editor is the best church history of
the times and events mentioned, that has
ever been published, w

Every believer in the Book of Mormon
should have a set. '

‘We have also a number of sets of the
publication of Bro. Schweich, which we
are authorized to send for 25 cents, post-
paid,
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Mo Sabbath Appointed by Christ. f man can prove by either (or both

Eprror Rervry:—I1 have searched
the New Testament and the Book of
Mormon to see if I could find any
command for the Church to keep
the Sabbath. As this subject seems
10 excite the mindsof some at present
. T will show my views in regard fo
the Sabbath. . ¢“But when the full-
ness of the time was come, God sent
forth his son, made of a woman,
made under the law, to redeem them
that were udder the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons.”’
Gal: 4:4-5. Now we see that there
was a time appointed by God when
he would send Christ Jesus to fulfill
the law of Moses, and also to insti-
tute the gospel, that we might bhe-
come adopted sons and daughters
unto God; for under the Mosaic law
there was no plan of adoption, and
as Paul says, no salvation for those
under the law. Did not Christ testi-
fy that lie did not come to destroy
the law bus to fulfill the lawr He

did nof say he came to fulfill a part ]

of the law but all of the law; and
the keeping of the Sabbath was the
fourth clause in the law.. We see by
reading the 12th chapter of Revela-
tions that the woman (the Church)
put the Mosaic law under her feet,

So the keeping of the Sabbath
with all the other commandmenis
under the law were fulfilled  when
Chivist had completed the atonement,
Christ never established a "Babbath,
nor the Apostles never taught such
a law; neither is it found in the
récords o the Nephites where they
were commanded to keep a holy
Sabbath, and I assert it without fear
of suceessful contradiction, that no

nant.

hooks) that Christ tanght the observ-
ance of the Sabbath after he arose
from the dead; but Paul, who re-
ceived his anthority and calling by
the revelations of Jesus Christ, had
to contend with Saints in  his  time
about the Sabbath and circumeisiou,
for it seems that Satan will have the
Saints go back to the Mosaic law for
something. Why should we estab-
lisht a Sabbath when there isno com-
mand forit, Shall we usurpauthor-
ity as those who have apostatised
from the true doctrine of Christ?
Sin is transgression of law, and
where there is no law there is no sin.
THen why should we want to bring
the Saints under a law compelling
them to keep Saturday as the Sab-
bath when we know it is not God’s
will. Remember, those with whom
the Sabbath was established were not
to kindle a fire on that day as the
penalty was death. Read for your-
selves and don’t be misled. Christ
Las freed us from the law of bond-
age, and has established the law. of
liberty; so by grace are ye saved,
through faith, and that not of your-
self: it 18 the gift of God, as my text
shows. God sent his only begotten
son to redeem and fulfiill the Mosaic
law and to establisha better cove-
So let us keep the doctrine
of Christ, and whatsoever is more
or less we will reject.

“Ye observe days, and moaibs,
and times, and years. T am afraid
of you, least I have bestowed labor
upon you in vain.” Gal. 4:19-11.
Now brethren read from the 2nd
chapter of Galations and you cannof
fail to see what caused Paul to write
in this way for even Peter had gone
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back to the Mosaic law again, and
Paul says he was to be blamed. They
had not only began to ohserve cir-
cumcision again, but days, months,
and years. Now we find by reading
colossians 2:16-18 that they
cuilty of about the same as the Gala-
tians were. IPaul says to them, *‘let
no man therefore judge you in meat,
or in drink, or in respect of a  holy
day, or of the new moon, or of  the
Sabbath days: which sre a shadow of
things to come: but the body is of
Christ.” (but the church is or Christ)
" Shall we'begin to quibble about what
we whall eat, or what we shall drink,

or what is clean or whatis unclean?
Paul says there is nothing unclean of
itself, but he that esteemeth anything
to be unclean, to him it s wunclean.

were

" We know that all things are sancti-

fied by the prayer of faith; bnt as
for the keeping of the Sabbath days:
which is the holy Sabbath, Saturday
or Sunday? Neither one was com-
‘manded of’ Christ after the resurrec-
tion. The echurch run
practice of the Jewish Sabbath, bus

it was changed by Constantine the

Great. We can prove by history
that ¢he church also had High
Priests and Levite Priests. This is
where all Latter Day Saints go for
proof for those things they have in-
troduced in their church, and as the
Church of Christisnot contaminated
let us not corrupt her with the types
and shadows wlich were added be-
cause of transgression, and was to
remain till the promised  seed had
come, which was Christ, who fulfilled
the law. Then he
gospel law of liberty, which is by
faith, and not by letter. ¢“The let-

ter killeth Dbut the spirit maketh

into the

instituted the

alive.” ¢ Touech not, taste not, han-
dle not; which all are to perish with
the using:’’after the commanduients
and doctrines of men.  As we have
the Doetrine of Christ ‘set forth so
plain in the rvecords of the Nephites,
et us hold tast to the faith as it is
in  Christ our FLord 1
Saviour. See how the chureh
been divided at first as well as in this
the last dispensation of the
Let the
pure, that Christ may present it to
himself without spot or
any such thing. =My prayer is that
God may grantto all the Holy Ghost
to lead and guide into all truth, that
we may discern between truth and
error, ’

Jesus, and

has

fullness

of times. chureh | remain

blemish, or

wW. C EKxvos
Forgyth, Mo.

“lder David Whitmer’s “ Address to all
Believers in Christ” can be had by send-
ing a two cent stamp to Geo. Schweich,
Richmond, Mo., or to this office. You
cannot do better than to send this book
to your friends It has been the best
missionary in the field so far,

35 Take Notice, Several parties have
recently sent for Ty RETURN, one year
aod the back numbers published by Bro.
Robinson, for $1.40, as otfered some time
ago. We hereby withdraw that offer.
The back numbers will be fifty cents net,
post paid.

“‘The figures opposite your nanie on
the margin of your paper indicate the
date to which your subscription is paid.
Please note vefully, and if auy ereor
appears, write us about it s0 we can rec-
tify it.  All who can should send their
subscriptions promptly in advance, for
it takes mouney to run a paper. Those
who cannot atford to pay for it and yet
desire to read it, will receive it free if
they will notify us of the facts.

Send one dollar for THE RETURN and
keep posted for the next year,

www.LatterDayTruth.org



THE RETURK. < 7

N . . | ! 2

The Retorn,
Published Semi-Monthly at $1.00 a Year
L T Ve
C. A, Wickns, - - -

Hutered at the postoffice at Davis City, Towa, as
mail matter of the second class.

A~

Eoitor

DAVIS CITY, IO0WA

Under the heading ‘*No Sabbath
appointed hy Christ”” an article ap-
pears in this number from the pen of
Biro. W, C. Kinyon. We hope to
to have a general expression of the
minds of the brethren on this subject,
for it is one of grave importence,

The trouble with the argument of
Bro. Kinyon, as it appears to us, is
that he makes no distinction between
the law of Moses, and the law of
God, and seems to overlook the fact
that Christ did not presume to change
his Father’s law ou the subject, hut
kept it. and tavgbt others o do like-

wise,

The ceremonial law, and law of
physical penalties, the law
of Moses. Bro. Kinyon nor aoy
other will bardly argue thatany other
of the tew may be
vielated by the follower of Christ;
then why thiz one.  Itisa part of
the “‘law of God,”” written by the
fingér of Grod, so we are told, and
was to be a sign between him and his

WAas

commandmants

people forever.

If we claim to be his people, how
can we claim to be free from obliga-
ton to keep his law,

Two facts stand out clear and dis-
tinet aboveall others on this question.

The Seventh day was established
by the Lord God, (Not BMoses,) the
First day by the Roman Church.
““Choose ye this day whom ye will

serve.”’

We call attention to a letter from
David M. Williams, which will be
found in the correspondence columns
of thismumber. This brother strikes
a Key Note, when he says, ““If the
people represented by the Rurvnx
are going to work for Christ, it must
be earnest and thorough, and distinet

*ook Jfrow all others that have
made an effort in that direction in
our tice.”” It is of little use tostep
aside from others of similar faith and-
then eopy their methods, or sit down
and hide our light ““ander a bushel.”

If the Church is the frue one, it
should vindicate its claim by estab-
lishing righteousness and unselfishness
among its members, as well as teach-
ing correct doctrine in Spiritual
things.  (Of what use is Faith, with-
out works to correspond.

This vesalt can only be obtained by
obedicence to the law of God, instead
uf the ways of the world.
~ The early Christians recognised
very clearly that the governments of
this world and their ways, were not
of God.

The believers who refused to how
to the ervors of the early Roman
Chirch, and fled to the fastnesses of
the Alps and Appenines to maintain
their freedom, hased their communi-
ties upon the proposition that the
Kingdoms of this world ave anchrist-
isn and their ways the ways of death.

‘Elieir decendents of the present
day known as Amanaites and Men-
nonires, maintain the same prineiple,
and establish their communities upon
an independent basis, and their very
name is a guarantee of in‘tegrity in
their dealings, and there are no poor
among them. :
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bhonld the troe Chmch do less?

Answering the brother’s questions,
we cannot speak for the Church only
in so far as the Church has spokrn.

We head the paper with a quota-
tion from the Doctrine and . Coven-
ants, because the people to whom we
appéal to ‘‘return’’ accept that book
and this guotation gives the Key to
their transgression, and points to the
only means of relieving them from
the penalty. We do notaccept that
book as a guide at all. Each is at
liberty to cull it to suit himself, but
10t to teach it as law.

As to how much of the Bible and
Book of Mormon we belieyve, if we
understand it correctly the Church
accepts the Prophets, aud the law of
Godb given through them and Moses,
and Christ and the Apostles; and re-
jects the carnal commandments and
cermonizal law given by Moses, as be-
ing fulfilled in Christ,

If we are wrong in this, we shall
be pleased to be corrected by the

brethren.

We believe in the Priesthood after
the order of Christ, he being the
High Priest. The Aaronic priest-
hood being connected, with, and con-
fined to the ceremonial law of Moses
which was fulfilled in Christ, we do
not have it in the Church.

We aim to be clear and concise on
all things we touch, but. there is' a
large field to cover, and it should be
1emembeled that Christ said many
things that are not uederstood to this
day, and we cannot hope o ~pef11\
uore clearly than he.

ERRATA.

On page 3 of the last
nmiddle of ‘second column, in the se-
cond letter of Jason Briggs, sppears
this statment, ** The Branch rejected
Joseph Smith and assumed’’ ete, It
should read “Wm. Smith,”

number, | o
| (heist, it must be earnest and thorough,.

i

CORRESPONDENCE.

ARMBRUST, Pa.

Dec. 4, 1895.
Drar Bro. Wickes:—Enclosed please
find 15 cents in stamps for which. please
ser.d me 15 more copies of Bro. Swyder’s
Truth No. 1. May God open the eyes
and minds af all who read them, so they
canc omprehend the thingsthat are essen-
tial to Eternal Life, and may the time
soon come when people will throw preg-
udice away and investigate for them-

gelves.
Yours in the Donds of Trath,
J. L. ARMBRUST.

Marap Ciry Maho Dec. 4th 1895.
EpiTor RETURN.

1 have had your paper for some time
and now I wish to send you the pay for
it for one year. -

By reading the RETURN I cannot fully
understand your faith. I wish you would

try to define your position so plain that
no one would fail to understand you;our

Savior, Christ taught so plain that the
‘poor and simple people could understand
Him. .
I know you claim {0 believe the Bible
and Book of Mormon, but how do you

believe these tv7o books.  The Josephites
and Woodruffites claim they believe

them also.

I see that the RETURN is headed with a
quotatian from the book of Covenants;

Do you believe that book? If you.do,
then what part do yvou uphold and what
part do you reject.  'What is your faith
on Priesthood and law as a charch, or
how much Pric~ ‘iood do ybu claim is
needed in tho ¢ 1iixch of Christ and how
much law do :... claim should be ob-
served in order to be saved?

Do yvou believe in more than one law-
giver for the Church of Christ? If you
do who are they, or who were they.

The foregoing are a few of the many
that should be thoroughly understood by
the people in order to do the work needed
in our time. If the people represented
by the RETURN are going to work for

and distinet in clearness-of thought. and
words and actlons from all others. fhat

have mads an effort in that duectlon m
our mme ;

b M. ;WILLIAMS .
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