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BY ELDER JOSEPH LUJ<CF. 

You lil.ay find the words we 
will use as a text tonight by tum- . 
ing to the twenty-seventh chap
ter of Matthew arid twenty-
second verse: · 

''What shall I do then with J'esus 
which is called Christ?" 

It may seem quite a .strange 
questwn to be asked by .a :i:ninis~ 
ter who makes .the .profession 
that he has been authorJzed to. 
preach Jesus Christ .as the 
Savior of the world; but there 
are conditions surrounding us 
in life that make it sometimes 
necessary for us to . carefully .ex
amine the ground upon which 
we stand, the faith we represent; 
and not only this, but makes. it 
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appear necessary for us to offer 
words of counsel to_ those who 
differ from us in tP:eir religious 
belief; and these diff~rences pre
sent so strong a contrast as to 
warrant us, sometimes, in-hold
Irtg up for public irispeciicm- the 
conditions we first referred to. 
Various ideas ~re- ent~rtained 
with r(:}feren_ce tp Jesu~ Christ, 
and some ofthem are of _aqAaf'_ay
ter to impress the mind~_ of ~hps_e 
hearing the.presentaticm ofthe:II:\, 
with the thought that !J-iJ3 :II:\.is
sio:Q. -vvorkf!{wounted tp l;>ut very. 
little on this. earth .among. :the 
children of men; and U:n:for~ 
tu.mi, tely :!;or, the professions be~ 
ing made in the house ofh:is soc 
called friends, this yari~ty ' bf 

representation is not .-confined to 
those who d,eclal'e a disbelief i:ri 
his testimony. I tis. an. unfortu
nate thing . the name of Jesus· 
Christ is bandied about in the 
world as though.it were a:mere 
toy; any. kind. of a religious 
formula niay be prepared,. and 
the name of Jesus Christ pasted 
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the name of Ghrist to. I have 
given y-ou two extremes, each 
setting forth what is declared to 
be the· sentiment of that text. 
The only object in calllng your 
attention to this is to sho:w that 
there is a necessity in this world 
for an understanding of the. 
claims of Jesus Christ; a unity of 
understanding-. We are divided, 
and there is ho use in trying to 
disguise the ±act. What :wa~ 
witnessed in the city of Chicago 
is evidence. It manifested the 
astounding fact, that religion 
under the name of Jesus.Christ 
is divided until any inan can 
form a thought with reference to 
him and find tha.t thought ac
knowledged in some department 
of the philosophy of religion that -
is being proclaimed today. It is 
unfortunate, I said at the outset; 
but it is true. Now, note, my . 
text asks the question, ''What 
shall I do With Jesus which is 
called Christ?" Suppose I begin 
a tour of the different depart
ments of plillosophy of religion 
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for an answer. I knock at the 
first door, and meeting a religious 
teacher, ask, "What shall I do 
with Jesus?" and he answers, 
"Believe on him." "Yes, but is 
that all?" What is implied in 
that statement? If the word 
"believe" is -understood by· him 
to imply obedience, then there 
is no difficulty in understanding 
him; but if he means simply the 
assent of my mind to the truth 
of the historical account of Jesus, 
as found in the New Testament 
scriptures, as the majority of 
them~do, then there is a strange 
diversity, there is no system 
represented. Wanting .to know 
what further can be said on the 
subject, I go to the next church 
door and urge my question with 
the same vehemence that I did 
in the beginning; and as I pro· 
ceed, I, in response to the answer 
''Believe on him, '' ask the q ues
tion, "What is to be understood 
by this belief that you announce 
as being a complete answer?'' 
He takes up the Bible and reads: 
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"God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on him 
should not p'erish, but have ever-. 
lasting life." Yes, I say, but all 
scripture is not written in any 
one verse, all scripture is not to 
be found in any one chapter, and 
the counsel of the apostle Paul 
is, that "all scripture given by 
inspiration of God is profitable, 
for doctrine, for reproof, for in
struction in righteousness, that 

· the man of God may be thorough
ly furnished unto every good 
work." Now, will somebody 
please tell me which part of the 
scriptures given of God is most 
profitable? If I confine myself 
to the utterances of Christ and 
his apostles, will any one claim 
the right to tell me which 
part of the utterances ofChrist 
and his apostles is to be the most 
profitable in the work of perfect
ing the man of God? You have 
not the right, you have not the 
ability to decide in regard to this. 
Bence I take it for granted, when 
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I read the Scriptures, that one 
statement uttered by the Son of 
God is equally as important as 

· another, upon the subject upon 
which it treats and to which he 
devoted his life. The serious
ness of this question will be more 
apparent when I quote that verse 
again: "God so loved the world 
that he g-a-v-e-he gave his only 
begotten Son." Well, what did 
he give him for? · One man says, 
"He gave him to die." That man 
has a very small idea of Christ if 
the Scriptures are worth any· 
thing. Don't you know there 
is not a single particle more of 
significance attached to the death 
of Jesus Christ than to the death 
of any other man crucified, ex~ 
cept to. the degree that his life, 
preceding .his death, made that 
death more significant? All the 
extra of significance attaching to 
the death of Christ above the 
death of any other man, come be
cause of extra significance of the 
life he led before that death. 
Now then, I want an answer to 
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this question: What was the ob
ject of the Almighty in giving h1s 
Son? "God so loved the world 
that he gave'' him; I. appeal to 
God for an answer. The a,nswer 
coming by revelation through 
the Prophet Isaiah (55: 4), is: "1 
have given him for a witnes§ un
to the people, a leader and a com
mander unto the people." Now 
notice, this man, whom I. asked. 
;what I should do with Jesus, ans
wered me that I should believe 
on him. And when I askifitis 
a question of simply believing 
what this book says with refer7 
ence to him, simply accepting as 
a truth this historical account of· 
him, he tells me it is to simply 
believe that Jesus is Christ. He 
\'lid all that was necessary to 
save the world, and nothing. is 
left for me but to believe that. 
If this is true, what. was thQ~use 
of Christ being given as aleader, 
a commander and a. witness? 
The busjness. of a witness is to 
testify to the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth. 
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Jesus Christ, coming as a wit· 
ness, understood what he would 
have to endure in this connection, 
arid he made the statement be
fore Pilate, when he was asked if 
he was a king, "Thou say est that 
I am a king. To this end was I 
born, and for this cause came I 
into the world, that I should 
bear wHness unto the truth." 
God s(mt him as a witness; he 
understood his mission, and he 
bore testimony in reference to 
the truth. I am to be affected 
by his testimony. Now, what 
obligation does his testimony 
place me under? "Why,'' you 
answer at once, "it was intended 
of God that you should believe 
whatever the witness testified 
to;" and I say amen to that. 
Why? Because if God sent him 
to. work out a plan, or reveal a 
plan'by which redemption was to 
be wrought, and in the carrying 
out of that plan he was to act the 
part of a witness to me, it neces
sarily must devolve upon me to 
believe the testimony of that 
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witness if I am to be benefitted 
by his service. If that be true, 
let us hold ourselves true to 
that logic and answer this ques
tion if we can: If it is also true 
that God gave him as a com
mander to the people, what part 
was he to perform as a com
mander. You say it was his 
business to command. Well, did 
he understand his appointment 
in this sense? Yes. He said: 
"I have not spoken of myself; 
but the Father w]lich sent me, 
he gave me a commandment, 

._/ what I should say, and what I 
should speak. And I know that 
his commandment. is life ever~ 
lasting: whatsoever I speak, 
therefore, even ,as· the Father 
said unto me, so I speak. "-John 
12: 49, 50. Read tpe sermon on 
the mount and see how he per
formed the work of commander. 
He bore testimony to the truth 
in revealing the divine purpose, 
and commanded obedience to 
that truth; and in this he acted 
in the role of a commander or-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



26 

dained of God. Notice further 
than this, that after he had been 
resurrected, and just prior to 
his ascension to heaven, he said 
to his chosen ministers: "Go ye, 
therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost; teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever; 
I have commanded you." ·There 
he officiates as a commander. 
The time had arrived for him to 
return to the Father, and he de
livered unto those who were to 
continue the divine representa
tion among men, by preaching 
the gospel, the$charge to observe 
"all things .whatsoever he had 
commanded them. " Go still 
further in examing his appoint
ment. He wa~ announced as a 
leader. This evidently was with 
the intention that there sho)lld 
be a response on the part of the 
people for whom he was to act 
in. that capacity; and when he 
acts his pairt, or fills his mis
sion as a leader, what is .the irt~ 
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noto'Qey~d 

virtue .. wasn't 
he would ;not have peen 1;lt;1:1JJ.I:l'\L 

without the, water, what 
You answer this question,. 
will t~,se your ~:tnswer, in t(j)lli}:!'g 
you. how wate.r can wash awf!>Y 
sins. 

Nowileave thesethougl}ts:wl-th 
you_ ·Ido.n:ot,know;:w}len];shw:U 
meet you peo:ple again,rorJfeve;r 
again in this.life, hwtocl: one ;thin&' . 
I am stire, and that if'!, th11t 'f)Y an:(l.. 
by I shall be reqlJ-ired to ;ans~ver 
to God for. the .11se of the o:p:por,t~
nity gmnted me top.jghtto.talk,to 
you. · The. qtt;estion. w;ill h~;.,.Did 
you improve .it( .A~d.if· I can ' 
prove that. I did, then ~he: ql1es( 
tio:n will l:>e ;to yo,u:;. Pid ygq :uw 
derstand him~ lf.Yol1s!:\,y 'x;~s, 
then .. your resJ?~nsi!JUity • hega~r 
t}lere. AJ:€l ;you gojng:tQ ;ge~ 
ready to beat th&tresPOn$ib,il:ity( 
That is,your h11si:lless. ·• l\1aY @<?d 
in, his infinite m er(}y; ~(} i~pr~s& 
:upon you the impo:rtan.ce of c;le7 

· ciding with reference to this :niat, · 
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ter that you may be willing to 
seek the. way that will be1nost 
approved byhnn, wallraccording 
.tohis·counsel, and lihat receiving · 
the divine Spirit you J1lay qe el1~·· 
a bled. to move . forward in the 
:manner that will be most pleas~ 
ing to him; and that at last, he 
inay be able to see in your char: 
acter the reflex of his, and be
cause you will be like him, he 
will permit you to see hiin .11s he 
is. If that is not inducement 
enough we have. nothing too:lier. 
It was enough for Paul and Peter; 
it is enough for us~ In answer 
to the question of our text, ''What 
shall Idothen with Jesus which 
is called Christ," we say"---Belieye 
him throughout as a witness; 
obey him implicitly as a com
mande:r, and. folio~ him unqu~s
tioningly asaleader. Wherehrs 
work led him, your obedience 
will also take'yov, and il1 his com
pany, sharing his glory you will 
find infinite· satisfaction and per" 
petual delight. 
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