





THE GOSPEL MESSAGE.

BY PRES. JOSEPH SMITH.

The work that we represent is
cfull of interest, and there is no
single phase of it that I know any-
thing about, or have ever heard
canvassed, but what is prolific of
good: thought, and worthy to be
remembered; and as was re-
marked upon. one occasion some
years since, in reference to one
that was in the habit of address-
ing the people, an individual said -
of him, ‘“He always talked as if
there was something that he had
not told.”" - In the consideration
of this-gospel, as - we understand
i, it cannot all be told until the
winding up of time and the end
of eternity. = It comprehends all
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that has been from the begin-
Cning;all” that lies between the
opening scene in God’s councils
on high and the judgmeut seat,
~and the entering into everlasting
life in the realm prepared of God
for them who are worthy to be
reigned and ruled over by his
Son; and how can a man tell it
all? - How is it possible for any

- number of men to tell it all? More

~gspecially  since, in the divine
economy of God himself; he has
given us due notice that the day
“and the hour of his coming is not
known to the angels, nor to the
Son himself, which God hath set
in his power;—and who dares to
say when he will come? Who
dares to say when this winding
ap shall take place?

Under . the influence of this
thought we have been preaching
for years the coming of Christ;
but have distinetly affirmed all-
along the line of our. ministry,
that no man was authorized to
set the day and the hour when

“he whom we regard as our Re-
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~-deemer-should come; and while -

- we-have stood shoulder to. shoul:

der with many:thousands who-be-
-lieved: in: the: second..coming of
-~ Christ.and who.-have from time
to time set the day of his appear-
ingy-we:have told:.them straight-
ly-he .could:not:-eome; he-would
anotcome:until-things which had
~been-predicted. by himself should
wberaccomplished;  for: if he-did,
it:-would .unfortunately. . prove
+him:to-have-been a false prophet,
~.iwhich.we could: not; atford .to ac-
cept. “ ‘
oIt atext isvnecessary:tonight,
- ofzthe: gospels according:  to-:St.
v Mark;-and while it is-but-astart-
~ingspeint, I.-do:not-know where
~the rend.wmay.be, .for: I do not
rknow..in: swhat; special: direction
- my-theughts may: beled; and:so
swide- isy thé field; .and-seo great
ssithe. good . to. beneulled: from: .this
openy field;:ghat: it-ymatters. . but
little; it .the: Spirit.lead; .and we
are commanded that if.the Spirit
sdoesnot lead we:shall- not teach;
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o distruction and many there be“ .

~that goin thereat.”” The poetic
- declaration by Dr: Holland is at
- work in my bram :
- uGtratght iy the ga‘ce, the pdth un-
: < kind
That leads to life immortal}

And few the careful feet that ﬁnd
‘The hidden portal.

CuiewWhile wide the gate and: broad thc :
: Tha%v?gads unto perdition
V;;;And countiess'multitudes are they

‘Who gain admlssmn 2

Here we have: the statement
‘eeing with Mark; the path is
‘narrow and the gate is: straight.
Enter ye in at the straight gate.
And, pray tell me, can you find a
tralghter gate than that which
he*Master: himself set-and of
~ hich he made the statement in

-the tenth chapter of John inwhich
 hevsays, “He that entereth not
" by the door into the- sheepfold,
“ihut chmbeth up some other way,
he same is @ thief and a robber.
But he that entereth in by the
door, the same is the shepherd of
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he sheep.  To him the: porter*,j o
«'fzéopeneth amd the sheep hea,r his




" himsgelf before him, said, *I want
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voice:”” Tam notresp ponsﬂole fer
o thel@ﬁguage, 1 oriv,e itbasat is i

- the Word. - :E
- When the bafvmr came, one of
the first things that he did; when
‘he went out upon his gospel mis-
sionywas :to - go to one who Was)
baptizing in water, and: placm

- to be baptized.”’ I do ‘not wo
der that John refused to: baptize
‘him;: that the idea of b&pblzmb
theone of whom the Spirit ha
borne: tes’mmony to hlm, that he
was the Son of God, should have
struclk him with awe; I do
,wonder that he should ha,ve d
clined to lay hands upon th
august Son of God; but mark the
pleading of him who was to be
~ the Redeemer,—the one whose
ways were to be declared by this
voiee crying in the Wllderness, -
“Suffer it to be so- now, for thu
it bedometh us to fulfill all righ
eousness.” I, as a represent -
tive of this man who thus stood
~ pleading with John thathe migh
“be suffered,joo ;f‘ulﬁll all rlghteouk
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_.ness;~and - knowing: the mission

upon which he had been sent by .

~his Father; knowing the charac-
ter-of the council that had: been
held'in heaven and that as a re-
sultof which he came to earth;
knowing that . in no other way
would there come this salvation
to-man, which God had designed
should'save them from the grasp
of death’ and hell; knowing that
the only manner of life which
could give them all that they de-
sired and sought, he demanded
of John: an administration;  be-
cause John had been sent by his -
Father, and as a consequence, to
prove himself to be an obedient
 Son, one worthy to have the bur-
den of the salvation of man rest

upon him, God’s - principles of -

“truth and righteousness, he de;
manded that he might become- a
fulfiller “of the  law and . not-a -
breaker of it. - I plead with you
then, my- friends, whoever you
are, no matter what may now be
your belief; I plead with you to
stand for amoment uponJordan’s
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V 13 :
banks and-see what kind of work
would be: done there; the begin-
ning of the gospel of the Son of
God. - Who am I; who are you;
that'in this period of time when
the earth is peopled so densely, -
when  for many - thousands of =
miles from that sacred spot on -
which the Son of God stood then;
far from the waters of Jordan in
which his royal body was buried
in baptism;in the mldst of a

ccountry ‘that has been brouO'ht
out of the wilderness in which
God had designed a people should
flourish and & nation be born that
~should serve the principles of
righteousness and peace, by
which men might have political
liberty and freedom; here in this
land so’ many  thousand miles
‘away from that spot; who are
© we that.we can sit in judgment
and say that that which God en-
- acted through Jesus Christisnot
essential for our salvation? Who
of us has a right to say that we

anything less than that which
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