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UTAH PROGRESSION. 
IN the clipping below, Bishop Whitney 
says God made Adam out of the dust of 
the earth, and breathed into him the 
breath of lif~ and then and not till 
then did man become a living soul." 
But Brigham Young said, ·"When our 
father Adam came into the Garden of 
Eden, he came into it with a celestial 
body, and brought Eve, one of his wives 
with him!'-Mill. Star, vol. 15, p. 769. 

Mr. Whitney is progressing away 
from the heretical ruts of Brigham,all(f 
is facing the right direction; and this 
we are pleased to note. We shall be 
pleased to see and note still further 
progress. 

"The works of God were all firstly spirit­
ual, and then temporal. It was the spirit 
and the body that constituted the soul of 

man, or the soul of any living thing. God 
rnade A darn out of the dust of the earth, and 
breathed into him the breath of life, and 
then and not till then did man beoom9 "a 
living soul." Man was a spirit before, and 
dwelt in the presence of God, wheJCe. he and 
all things-the birds of the air, the beasts 
of the field, the fishes of the sea, the plants 
and flowers, and all forms of life, both ani­
mal and vegetable, yes, even the great, 
globe itself-were made in the spirit be­
fore they were pl'ivileged t.o take upon 
themselves tabernacles of clay. The spirit 
of man was placed here that he might ob­
tain, among other things, a tabernacle of 
flesh and bones, which, by obedience to 
law, became sanctified as his eternal in­
heritance." 

TEMPLES. 
"FoR Israel ·hath forgotten his· Maker, and 
buildeth temples."-Hos. 8: 14. 

And Jeroboam, when he led them 
away in apostasy and revolt, began this 
work of temple building, when he made 
"a bouse of high places, and made priests 
of the lowest of the people.''-1 K.12:31. 

The dedication of a Brighamite Tem­
ple at Logan, Utah, the 17th of May, 
revives this matter of temple building, 
and leads one to inquire whether it and 
others begun in Utah, also the one at St. 
George, were and are ordained of God. 
Apostate Israel built many temples, 
while faithful Judah built but one-that 
at Jerusalem. Tile 'temple at Jerusalem 
was built by direct command and revel­
ation from God (1 Chron. 28: 6, 11, 12, 
19); but the "temples" of apostate Is­
rael were not of God, as Hosea and oth­
ers inform us. 

When the Lord would have a temple 
built at Kirtland, he commanded it, and 
revealed its size, its location, its form, 
its furniture, its ordinances, its dedica­
tion, its marvelous endowments, and all 
the "patterns" pertaining to it. (See 
Doc. & Cov., revs. May 6, and June 1, 
1833; June 22, 1834; also Church His­
tory in .llfessenger and Advocate for 1834-
1837; also 15 vol. Millennial Star.) 

And afterward, when the Lord would 
rave a temple built in Zion, "the center 
place," near one thousand miles from 
Kirtland, he gave special command and 
revelation therefor, as to location, size, 
form, etc. (See Doc. & Cov., rev. Aug­
ust 2, 1833, with History of Ch~rch 1 
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Times and Seasons, vol. 6, p. 785-7; and revealed to him relative to the four tem­
Millennial Star, vol. 14, p. 438-9); and pies we have referred to? Inasmuch as 
when he would have a temple built at Joseph needed to have all things rela­
Far West, afterward, he gave special tive to temple building revealed to him, 
command and revelation for it, as may specially, giving divine "patterns," can 
be seen in Millennial Star, vol 16, p. it be that Brigham Young and John 
147-8; also in theBrighamite Doc. and Taylor are. so much wiser than he, that 
Cov ., p. 377-8; and, as in regard to for- they need no special revelations on these 
mer temples, a special "pattern" was re- matters? Are they wiser than all God's 
vealed to the Presidency, and the Lord temple builders of ancient and modern 
said: "If my people build it not accord- times? Why should it be necessary for 
ing to the pattern which I shall show God to reveal "in writing by his hand," 
unto their Presidency, I will not accept to David, all things pertaining to the 
it at their hands." temple at Jerusalem," (1 Chron. 28:11-

And when the Lord would have his 19), and to give special, written revela­
people build a temple at N auuoo, he gave tions, and "patterns," to Joseph the Seer, 
a special revelation and command for it, pertaining to four temples in succession, 
as he had always done before on similar and yet these Utah temple builders need 
occasions, promising to show unto Joseph no revelations and special commands 
the Seer "all things pertaining to this when they build temples ! 
house, and the Pries~hood thereof, and Isn't this strange? Isn't it suspicious? 
the place whereon it shall be built."- Isn't it a clear and conclusive evidence 
Doc. & Cov., rev. Jan: 19, 1841. that they are not God's temple builders, 

Thus we see that all these temples or- and not God's revelators? President 
dained of God, were builded, and to be Taylor, in his prayer, said further: "And 
built, by special commands and revela- as thou didst give a standing command­
tiona of God. ment that thy people were always to 

But of the temple at Logan, President build houses unto thy holy name, when 
John Taylor confesses in his dedicatory thy people came here unto this land, 
prayer, that it was "contemplated and even the land of Zion, thy servant Brig­
designed" by Brigham Young. Brig- ham, according to this commandment 
ham admitted that he had no special and thy manifestations unto him, did 
command and revelation to build the one build a house in St. George." 'l'his 
now in process of erection at Salt Lake pretended "standing commandment," is 
City, ;(and the one at St. Geo:ge, also the clause in the revelation of Jan. 19, 
the one being built at Manti, are based 1841, which reads thus: "My holy 
and builded on similar considerations), house, which my people are always com­
and he argued that there was no need of manded to build unto my holy name " 
a special revelation in order to build; Compare this with the statement of Mr. 
"for," says he, "we know all about them." Taylor, and you will see he perverts and 
-Journal of Discourses, vol.l, p. 27'7. corrupts the meaning of the passage, 

How does it happen that Mr. Young, twisting it so as to make it fit the theory 
and his successor, need no special rev-~ and practice of himself and Brigham. 
elation to build temples, when Joseph, The meaning of the passage is, that 
11 the choice Seer/' must hare all things God's people "are always commauded to 
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build" houses unto the Lord, when he 
will have them builded, and that his 
people will have no authority to build 
them unless they have such special 
command. This agrees with the history, 
as before quoted, of God's way and man­
ner of temple building. God never had 
a temple built until he first gave special 
revelations for it as to time, place, form, 
size, furniture, ordinances, with all its 
"patterns;" and the admission of the 
Utah leaders that they have had no 
such special commands and revelations, 
make it conclusive that their temple 
building is without authority from God, 
is of no divine value, and, as a conse­
quence, that their temple ordinances are 
not acceptable to God, not being ordain­
of him. 

As former day Israel "hath forgotten 
his Maker, and buildeth temples," is it 
at all surprising that some of latter day 
Israel should do the sam.(tthingL Tem~, 
pie building by any people is not con­
clusive evidence that they are doing so 
by the will and authority of God. But 
if they build without God's direct com­
mand, without divinely revealed "pat. 
terns," and admit as much, and then 
claim they do not need them, this is 
"proof as strong as holy writ," that their 
work is not of God, and that such tem­
ple. building is a deception, a snare, 
oppressive burden, a stumbling-block to 
those without, and ruinous to those en­
dorsing it. 

The temple at Kirtland, and the one 
to be built in Zion, (Independence, 
Mo.), have and are to have their pulpits 
of the Melchisedec Priesthood in the 
west end, looking to the east; but the 
Utah leaders, who have "contemplated 
and designed" their own temples, have 
reversed this order, and put the pulpits 
professedly of this same priesthood in 

the east end of their temple looking to 
west! 

This may seem a simple and insignifi. 
cant change, to some; but it really rep· 
resents the general change which these 
same leaders have made in the laws, 
doctrines, usages, and traditions of the 
Church. In many things they have 
absolutely reversed the law and or~!l~J--­
and doctrine of the Church, notably 
that of marriage, loyalty to the laws of 
the land, the gathering, Zion, tithing, 
the succession in the Presidency, etc. 

When Brigham Young as President 
of the Utah Mormon Church, proclaimed 
that Adam "is our father and our God, 
and the only God with whom we have 
to do," (see Mill. Star, vol. 15, p. '169, 
801-4, also Journal of Discourses, vol. 
1 ), and also threatened that disbelief in 
this monstrous heresy would prove one's 
"damnation," he gave evidence of the 

!!_ig!I~!!L£l~Lt.~~tl!EtJ~~~!~Q~~~''!~t~ •... 
ten" and denied "his Maker," even if 
he did undertake to build "temples." 

That the people may see the quality 
of Brigham's wisdom, and the charac­
ter of the Spirit that guided and inspir­
ed him when he "contemplated and de· 
signed" the temple at Salt Lake City, 
and instructed the people in regard to 
it, we quote from his sermon, delivered 
October 9, 1852, Journal of Dis,courses, 
vol. 1, p. 209-20, and then let the read­
er con elude as to whether he was enlight­
ened of God, and spake by the Spirit 
of Truth. He said : 

"Now you have got the San Pete rook 
temple, the red sand atone temple, and 
another built of limestone, or bastard mar­
ble I call it; then right beside that another 
of adobes, mixed with pebbles-take that 
clay and these pebble stones that are so 
abundant here, and mii in with them straw; 
and build another of that composition, be­
sides the three that are built of different 
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kin{{s of rock, and let them stand together, 
whicli do you think will stand the longest? 
Being a chemist in theory, I should say, ac­
cording to my mind, when the San Pete 
rock is washed into the Jordan, the other 
buildings will be standing, and be in mod­
erate condition. The red sandstone will go 
the ·next, and the other two still remain; 
the bastard marble, or limestone, will be in 
pretty good preservation; and when that is 

--. all· decomposed, and washed away into the 
Jord"!J;n, you will find that the temple which 
is litiilt of mud, or adobes, as some call 
them, still remains, and in a better condi­
tion than at the first day it was built. You 
may ask any practical chemist, any man 
who knows, understands and studies the 
elements, and he will corroborate these 
statements •... If you take this clay, which 
is to be found in abundance on the bottom 
lands, and mix with it these pebble rocks, 
and make adobes of the compound, it will 
petrify in the wall in five hundred years, 
so as to be fit to cut into millstones to grind 
flour, while the other materials I have men­
tioned will"have decomposed, and gone back 
to th:eir nathe elements. I am chemist 
enough to know tlia.t much." 

Near thirty-two years have passed 
away since Mr. Young Uttered these 
words, and every person of sense and 
observation, who has lived in Utah of 
late, knows how unwise and untrue they 
are. They must know, when they re­
flect, that God's Spirit did not inspire 
him; but that his Were words of dark­
ness, and.of folly; for the best of Utah's 
adobe buildings are fast crumbling to 
rui'n,·while the stones he disparaged and 
denouneed'arefound to be enduring. 

Mr. Young said also at that time : 
''-Tb·e·mdnuments; towers, ·axid pyramids, 

thi!.t were ·erected in the days of Joseph, 
and -b"efore he was sold into Egypt, they 
were :built -of what we call adobes,-clay 
mixed with straw; these fabrics, which 
have excited interest for so many ages, and 
are the wonder of modern nations, were 
built of this raw material. They have bld 
defiance to the wear of ages, and they still 

remain. But you can not find a stone col­
umn that was reared in those times, for 
they are all decayed." 

The very reverse of what Brigham 
here states, is true. First, "the monu­
ments, towers, and pyramids," of Egypt, 
were not built of adobes; but of these 
very stones-marble and red sand-stone 
-which Mr. Young condemns! Every 
scholar who has studied the history of 
Ancient Egypt, knows this; and they 
know further, that these same ''monu­
ments, towers and pyramids," are stand­
ing now, and in an excellent state of 
preservation ; and, such must perceive 
that Mr. Young's statements in these 
matters are utterly untrue, and that he 
is therefore unreliable, and not to be 
trusted. 

Brighalp said further, in the same 
sermon: 

"Within ten years past, eighty thousand 
tons of putty have been used to putty up the 
pl~t-ces where the stone [in the Capitol build­
ing at Washington, D. C.-En.] has d-ecayed 
by the operation of the elements, and it has 
not been built forty years." 

This is the very climax of absurdity 
and false statement t "Eighty thousand 
tons of putty!" Why, a railway car 
will carry about ten tons; therefore, it 
would require 8,000 cars to move Brig­
ham's lump of putty ! Just t,hink of 
it! Why, this would make 400 trains 
of twenty cars ears each; or 200 trains 
of forty cars each; and these 8,000 cars 
averaging two rods to the car, would 
make a continuous train of 16,000 rods, 
or fifty miles in length ! and all this to 
move Brigham's lump of putty, which 
he says was used between 1842 and 
1852, "to putty up the places where the 
stone has decayed by the operation of 
the elements."-[in the Capitol build­
ing at Washington.] 

Well, kind reader, how is this for 
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putty! And what do you think of the 
reliability of Brigham's statements? 
What do you think of the wisdom, the 
truthfulness, and the inspiration that 
guided, governed and controlled him 
when he "contemplated and designed" 
the temple now being built in Salt Lake 
City? Does not this sermon show clear­
ly, that he did not have the Spirit of 
Truth? Does it not show him to be a 
"blind guide?" Is it safe, is it sensible, 
to put $10,000,000, or $12,000,000, of 
the hard earnings of the people into 
temples "contemplated aJ;ld designed" 
by Brigham Young-a man whose ser­
mons prove him to be utterly unreliable 
as to well known facts-who admits he 
had not a special command and revela­
tion to build such temples? Is it safe, 
is it sensible, to follow those who endorse 
him in his works, in his doctrines, and 
in his lawless, Godless temple building? 
Having made so many mistakes -in his­
tory, and so many errors in regard to 
the adobes, and the putty, is it not safe 
to say he may have erred just as widely 
in regard to Polygamy, Sealing, Endow­
ments, Tithing, Blood-Atonelllent, Gath­
ering; Utah-Zion, the Presidency, and 
many other things? Is it at all safe to 
follow his teachings, either for this 
world, or the world to come ? 

Another thing touching this temple­
building, it will be well to notice, and 
that is, that when the revelation and 
command came to build a temple at In­
depence, Mo., every essential thing in 
regard to it was revealed to the Seer, 
as may be seen by reading T/mes and 
Seasons, vol. 6, p. 785-7; and the Lord 
said it as follows: "It is my will that 
an house should be built unto me in the 
land of Zion, like unto the patterns 
which I have given unto you." Rev. 
Doc. and Cov., Aug. 2, 1833. By turn-

ing to the Times and Seasons cited 
above, or Mill. Star, vol. 14, p. 438-9, 
the reader can see the "patterns" for 
said house, which were given prior to 
June 23, 1833. This house was to be 
87 feet long, and 61 feet wide, and ten 
feet taken off for the stairway leaves the 
inner court 78x61 feet. "The pulpit 
in the west end of the house is to be 
occupied by the high priesthood. 
The pulpit in the east end of the house 
is to be occupied by the lesser priest­
hood." In the middle of the inner 
court a curtain is to drop at right angles, 
and divide the house into four parts if 
necessary." 
Th~ house was to be two stories, 

"each story to be fourteen feet (?) high, 
arched over head with an elliptic arch, 
over each of the stories." . . . "The 
upper floor [story.-Ed.J i3 to be laid 
off in the same way as the lower, and 
arched over head, with cm:tains~,9r vttils,. 
as l>efore mentioned." But there 'Were 
no provisions made, it appears, for secret, 
oath-bound en.dowments, such as are 
found in the Brighamite temples at St. 
George and Logan. The building was 
plain, neat, and commodious; and there 
were only two rooms-one below and 
one above-and these, for the conven­
ience of different quorums of the minis­
try holding council, and the like, at 
the same time, could be divided by 
dropping the vails so as to make them 
into four rooms each. Such were and are 
the "patterns" given for the temple in 
Zion. And the temple at Kirtland, and 
the one partly built at Nauvoo, were 
very similar in their patterns, though 
they differed in size. But in neither of 
the two latter were there special rooms 
suited to the administration of the Brig­
hamite endowments. The Brighamite 
leaders could not administer their pecu. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



462 THE SAINTS' ADVOCATE. 

liar endowments in the Kirtland temple, 
neither in the one to be built in Zion, 
for their endowments require entirely 
different inside arrangements. And is 
not this good and conclusive evidence 
that God is not the author of their en­
dowments or their temples? It is very 
certain that the Lord never intended 
such endowments as are given in Utah 
should be given in those temples; yet 
he promised to endow, and did endow, 
many in the temple at Kirtland "with 
power from on high," similar in a meas­
ure to that which occurred in Jerusa­
lem on the day of Pentecost. 

The bogus endowment which Brig· 
ham and his fellows gave at Nauvoo, in 
the winter of 1845-6, took place in the 
attic of the temple, where, by the use of 
little side rooms he had prepared, and 
a liberal use of canvas for partitioning 
off the main room, he gave his secret, 

_(}llc~lt_~b_o~,··· .sigl!c_J:l!!lking,. grip~giving, 
farcical counterfeit of Free Masonry, 
and palmed it upon the credulous, con­
fused and distracted Saints as an endow­
ment from on high! It bore no relation 
to the endowment given at Kirtland 
under the ministration of Joseph the 
Seer, neither in its forms, its ordinances, 
its powers, and general surroundings, 
and was no more like it than darkness 
is like light, nor the works of Satan are 
like the works of God. 

The "endowment from on high" 
promised of God, was suited to the tem­
ple at Kirtland, also the proposed tem­
ple at Independence, and the main 
rooms, when finished, in the temple at 
Nauvoo;, but Brigham had to fix up 
rooms not provided for in any of these 
temples, when he would give his pecu­
liar kind of endowments. All these 
things show the hand of Brigham and 
his fellows in changing and corrupting 

the order and institutions of the Church. 
It is a fact that the Lord always, by 

special revelation and command, instruct­
ed his prophets in regard to building 
temples, giving them specific "patterns." 
It is a further fact, that Brigham and 
his fellows do not follow any of the 
"patterns" heretofore revealed, but that 
they build contrary to them. And it is 
a still further fact that he and they 
have had no revelation from God au­
thorizing them to build contrary to the 
said "patterns," or even to build at all, 
for they all deny having any special 
revelations hi regard to these matters. 
It must therefore be apparent to every 
rational mind that their extensive tem­
ple-building is not of God-is of no 
divine authority and value, but their 
temples are like those builded by apos­
tate Israel-"For Israel hath forgotten 
his Maker, and buildeth temples."­
Hos. 8:14. 

ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS, preaching 
in the Tabernacle, said : 

"Ours was a progressive religion. The 
saints were commanded to go on unto per­
fection, not leaving the first principles of 
the gospel, but receiving and incorporating 
other principles of truth as fast as the Lord 
saw fit to reveal them. The speaker here 
referred to the dedication of the Logan Tem­
ple, and explained why such edifices were 
erected. The people of God were command­
ed always to build temples in his name; it 
was a standing commandment to them in all 
ages, that in those holy places, ordinances 
might be performed that were necessary for 
the salvation of the living and the dead. 
The children of Israel under Moses had a. 
tabernacle which they carried with them in 
the wilderness, but after they were estab· 
lished in the land of Palestine, this was 
superseded by the building of Solomon's 
Temple. The Jews also built a temple at 
Alexandria, in Egypt, and probably erected 
others, of which history has not informed 
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us. One of the first things the Nephites did 
after coming to this land, was to build a 
temple to the Most High, patterning it after 
the temple built by Solomon, at Jerusalem, 
from whence they came. Another was built 
by them in the city of Lehi-Nephi, another 
at Zarahemla, and another one in the land 
of Bountiful; or, to use our modern nomen­
clature, one was built somewhere in Chili, 
another in Ecquador, another in the United 
States of Columbia, and still another a little 
south of the Isthmus of Panama. The Book 
of Mormon also spoke of other temples, but 
more indefinitely. 

"In this age a temple had been designed 
and the place for it marked out in Jackson 
County, Missouri; one had been built at 
Kirtland, Ohio; the ground dedicated for 
another at Far West, one built at Nauvoo, 
Illinois, one at St. George, Utah, and anoth­
er in Logan. This was the first time in the 
history of this people that they had owned 
two temples simultaneously." 

Now, when he says "the people of 
God were commanded always to build 
temples," he simply reiterates the state­
ments of John Taylor and· his co-labor­
ers; but he reverses the statement of 
the Doctrine and Covenants, revelation 
of January 19, 1841; for the Lord says 
his people "are always commanded to 
build [a house] unto my holy name;" 
which means, that at all times when he 
would have a house built he commands 
it. He never -had a temple built, but 
he first gave special commands and rev­
elation for it. 

The Nephites did build a temple, 
"patterning it after the temple built by 
Solomon," as he says; but will he bear 
in mind that Brigham Young and John 
Taylor are building temples, and not 
"patterning" after Solomon, the N eph· 
ites, nor the temples at Kirtland and 
Nauvoo, and those projected at Far 
West, and Zion (Independence). And 
will he bear in mind further, that these 
men confess they have no special com-

mand nor revelation to build their tem­
ples, either according to former divine 
patterns, or contrary to them? Will 
he also boor in mind that the Reorgan­
ized Church owns and occupies the only 
temple now on earth, commanded to be 
built by God, and approved by him ? 

And Mr. Reynolds should also bear 
in mind that a "progressive religion" is 
not necessarily one that departs from, 
contradicts, and tears down its original 
doctrines and institutions, as Brigham­
ism contradicts and violates the doc­
trines and institutions of the Church of 
Chri3t, as found in the New Testament, 
Book of Mormon, and the Nauvoo Doc­
trine and Covenants. 

THE REORGANIZED CHURCH IN 
ENGLAND. 

THE following from the letter of Elder 
J. Dewsnup, of Manchester, England, 
in Herald of May 17th, wlll enable the 
Utah Mormons to see that, while their 
church in Britain has declined from a 
membership of near forty thousand in 
1852, to a mere straggling few at pres­
ent, the Reorganized Church there, not­
withstanding it has had to breast the 
beating waves of prejudice, reproach 
and shame, raised by the Brighamite 
apostasy, is gaining fairly in numbers, 
is rising in reputation and influence, 
while the light of a glorious dawn is 
breaking upon it full of promise and of 
cheer. God bless and speed the work 
in Britain, the mother of nations, the 
chief helper of the world's civilization, 
and among the mightiest advocates and 
defenders of civil and religious liberty ! 
May heaven bless her, guide her desti­
nies, and send saving light and truth 
throughout her borders ! 

"The representatives of Utah and her 
polygamous doctrine held their conference 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



464 THE SAINTS' ADVOCATE. 

upon the same days as ou.rs; but apparent­
ly without attracting any attention from 
the press of Sheffield. In this respect the 
Reorganized Church was more fortunate; 
for we were very favorably noticed in both 
of the Sheffield daily papers; and the dis­
tinction between ourselves and the church 
of Utah was fairly presented to the public. 
During the discourse on polygamy, before 
mentioned, a challenge was publicly given 
to any of the representatives of the Utah 
Church to come to the front, and discuss 
the question at issue before the public, up­
on the basis of the Book of Mormon and 
"former commandments;" but it met with 
no response, and therefore goes to prove, 
that however loud-mouthed and blatant 
these men may be before others who do not 
know them, they deem discretion the better 
part of valor when brought face to face 

·with those who have had their eyes opened 
to the deceptions practiced by these pious 
frauds. However the case may stand with 
them in America, here they are contempt­
ible, their influence has departed; and 
were it not for the promises held out to the 
v.ery·;?Om.' of getthg,them out.· to Utah, and 
presenting every one of them (if obedient) 
with his own vine and fig tree, their hunt­
ing for proseJytes would be in vain. 

"I have just received a letter informing 
me that the Birmingham District Confer­
ence was held on Saturday and Sunday last, 
at Burton-on-Trent, with good results; and 
at the close two more were added to the 
church by baptism." 

""'-
ORIGIN OF THE UTAH MORMON 

CHURCH. 

KEEP the fact before the peo:>le, that 
Brigham Young and his fellows organ­
ized their Church in 1847-baptizing 
each other in Utah in the summer of 
1847; (see Life of B. Young); and 
then organizing their First Presidency 
at "Winter Quarters," December 5th, 
of the same year; Orson Pratt, Wilford 
Woodruff, George A. Smith, Amasa 
Lyman, and Ezra T. Benson, (five of 
their Twelve), choosing and electing 

Brigham Young to be President of their 
church, and Heber C. Kimball and 
Willard Richards to be his Counsellors; 
(in proof of this, read "Life of Brigham 
Young," and "Life of Joseph the Proph­
et"); and then remember heaven has 
ordained that the President of the gen­
uine Church of Christ must be (1) "ap­
pointed by revelation," and that his as­
sociate counsellor or "presidents," must 
be "appointed after the same manner," 
(see section in Doc. and Cov., Feb. 17, 
1834); and, (2), that the true lawful 
President would be appointed through 
Joseph the Seer, and all other claimants 
must be rejected;" (Doc. and Cov., Feb. 
1831); and, (3), that these Presidents 
must be also "chosen by the body, ap· 
pointed and ordained to that office;" 
(Rev. on Priesthood, Mar. 28, 1835, 
Doc. and Cov.); and, (4), they must 
"be ordained by the direction of a High 
Council or a General Conference;" (Doc. 
and Cov., Rev. on Church Government, 
April, 1830); and, (5), that the "First 
President," after the Seer, must be "the 
head," first or eldest, of the Seer's "pos­
terity." (Doc. and Cov., Rev. 1841, 
with Rev. Dec. 6, 1832, and "I,etter to 
J. C. Calhoun," in vol. 5, Times and 
Seasons). 

Brigham Young did not fulfill even 
one of these requirements; neither dJes 
John Taylor. Joseph, the eldest son 
of the Seer, fills all these requirements 
of the law of the Church. 
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BRIGHAMITE SEALING. 

As AN instance of the evils growing out 
of polygamy, and sealing for marriage, 
we present the case of Bro. Thomas 
Harris, of Reese Creek, Montana. If 
this were the only case of the kind, yet 
it would curse the system forever; but 
it is only one of many, as some of the 
readers of this will well know. For at 
Nauvoo, and from there to Utah, and 
all through Utah, many similar cases 
have occurred, thus fulfilling Paul's 
prophecy: 

"For of this sort are they which creep 
into houses, and lead captive silly women, 
laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 
ever learning, and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth."-2 Tim. 3: 6, 7. 

Bro. Harris received the gospel in 
N antyglo, Wales, in 1850, emigrated 
with wife and three little sons to St. 
Louis, :fiio., March 1854; moved to 
Nebraska City, June, 1855, to Grass 
Creek, Weber Valley, Utah, 1863, and 
went with Richard Williams the same 
fall to Virginia City, Montana, to find 
work. 

When leaving Weber Canyon they 
met three teams loaded with fruit and 
vegetables, going to Fort Bridger to 
sell. The man in charge said they 
started for Virginia City, were over­
taken by men with orders from the 
Mormon leaders and turned back, as it 
was the policy of these said leaders to 

prevent food supplies going to Montana. 
When in Ogden, on Sunday, they 
heard Bishop Peter Maughn, of Cache 
Valley, threaten in the Tabernacle, 
that he would give a divorce to the wife 
of any man who dared to go to the 
Montana mines. 

Bro. Harris needed work so as to sup­
port and settie his family. His eldest 
son joined him in the mines in the win­
ter, and by September, 1864, they had 
near $1,200 cash, ·a yoke of cattle, and 
a horse. Receiving a letter from his 
wife, the father and son reached home 
by October. In April, 1865; they re­
turned to Virginia, the wife refusing to 
accompany them, which, with remarks 
made by a certain elder, William Owens, 
in Salt Lake City, aroused fears in the 
mind of Bro. Harris in regard to his 
wife and the said Owens, who was then 
a married man. Bro Harris charged 
his wife to beware of Owens, and also of 
any polygamous teachings, and request-
ed her to write regularly to him. '" 

He and his son remained in Virginia 
till the fall of 1866, when the son re­
turned home. During that spring and 
summer but one letter was received 
from Mrs. Harris, and Bro. Harris 
feared his wife had become ensnared in 
polygamy; and therefore when his son 
went home he sent a sum of money to 
be paid the wife if she had remained 
faithful to him. Hearing nothing from 
home for months, Bro. Harris wrote to 
a Mr. Wm. Showell of Salt Lake, and 
from him he received answer that his 
wife was sealed to the before mentioned 
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Owens, in polygamy. This news filled 
him with grief, and with burning wrath. 
He determined to slay the destroyer of 
his peace and homo. This feeling per­
vaded his heart constantly, by day and 
by night. And during this time, when 
walking down a canyon in Bear Gulch, 
Deer Lodge county, his soul boiling with 
anger, and his lips uttering curses and 
threats upon Owens, an audible voice 
said to him, "Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay." A month later, when 
walking in the very same spot, the same 
voice said again to him : "Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay." To this he re­
plied, "0 Lord; Thy will be done!" 

.!!'rom that moment the desire and pur­
pose to slay his wife's seducer )eft him 
and never returned. 

His deceived and dishonored wife 
died most suddenly and unexpectedly 
without a moment's warning, in 1872 in 
Salt Lake City where she and Owens 
were keeping a boarding house. Owens 
died quite as suddenly, two yEars later, 
in the same city, and with just as little 
warning. 

Such are some of the fruits of what is 
blasphemously styled "celestial mar­
riage !" How many similar cases have 
~curred among the Utah Mormons, 
only the judgment will reveal. But 
cert'llin it is, there have been many. 

Bro. Harris united with the Reorgan­
ized Church at Willow Creek, Montana, 
in 1873; since when his life has been 
peaceful and prosperous. He now re­
sides at Reese Creek, Gallatin county, 
and is respected and esteemed by all. 
Error and evil doing bring darkness, 
distress, and ruin ; while truth and 
right doing bring peace and light and 
joy. How will the Utah leaders, who 
teach polygamy, and who seal the de­
ceived women to those not their hus­
bands, answer for their deeds, in des­
troying the purity, and peace, and 
homes, and hopes, of many? 

PENROSE ON THE INSPIRED TRANS-
LATION. 

ELDER PENROSE, editor of the Deseret 
News, the organ of the Utah Mormon 
Church, said in a meeting in the Twelfth 
Ward, Salt Lake City, in May last, that 
the Utah Mormons did not accept and 
use the translation of the Bible made by 
Joseph the Seer, for the reason 
that the Seer died before he had 
completed the revision, and that the 
world would not accept Joseph's work 
in its incomplete condition. 

By reading the revelation to Joseph, 
June, 1830, (see Mill. Star, vol. 14, 
p. 34, also Doc. & Cov. 29 : 9), 1\-Ir. 
Penrose and his kind may learn 
that the Lord promised Moses to restore, 
through Joseph the Seer, the very 
words which would be taken from his 
(Moses') writings. 

"And now, Moses, my son, I will speak 
unto ymx concerning this earth upon which 
thou standest; and thou shalt write these 
things which I shall speak, and in a day 
when the children of men shall esteem my 
words as nought, and take many of them 
from the book which thou shalt write, be­
hold I will raise up another like unto thee, 
and they shall be had again among the 
children of men; among as many as shall 
believe." 

To this add the command of God to 
Sidney Rigdon, December, 1830, (lltlill. 
Star, vol. 14, p. 50, also D. C., 24:5 ), 
which says: 

"And a commandment I give unto thee, 
that thou shalt write for him, [Joseph], and 
the Scriptures shall be given even as they 
are in mine own bosom, to the salvation of 
mine own elect." 

And it may be seen that the Lord 
designed and promised to have "the 
Scriptures" revised by and through the 
Seer, and this for the salvation of his 
elect. The Siler, in his "History," 
(Mill. Star, vol. 14, p. 51), informs us 
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that a translation of the Scriptures had 
been then commenced. 

In the revelation of February 9th, 
1831, D. C., 42:15, the Lord promised 
as follows: 

"And my Scriptures shall be given as I 
have appointed, and they shall be preserved 
in safety; and it is expedient that thou 
shouldst hold thy peace concerning them 
until ye have received them in full. And I 

1 
give unto you a commandment that then ye 
shall teach them unto all men; for they 
shall be taught unto all nations, kindreds, 
tongues and people." 

The Lord, as we have previously seen, 
had "appointed" the seer to translate, 
and Sidney Rigdon to write for him; 
he now promises that the said translation 
"shall be preserved in safety;" from 
which we must conclude that He esteem­
ed the hands of Emma, (the widow of 
the seer) and the Reorganized Church, 
the proper places for this "safety." 
The seer in his "History," Jfill. Star, 
vol. 14, p. 361, says: 

"l completed the translation and receiv­
ing of the New Testament, on the 2d of 
February, 1833, and sealed it up, :no more 
to be opened till it arrived in Zion." 

And on page 422 he says: 
"It is not the will of the Lord io print 

any of the New Translation in the Star; 
but when it is published, it will all go to 
the world together, in a volume by itself; 
and the New Testament and the Book of 
Mormon will be printed together." (In 
fulfillment of 2 Nephi 2:2.-Ed.) 

On pape 451 the seer says what flatly 
contradicts Mr. Penrose and his like, 
viz: 

"We this day [July 2d, 1833] finished the 
translating of the Scriptures, for which we 
returned gratitude to our Heavenly Father." 

By the foregoing extracts we see 
Joseph Smith was appointed of God to 
translate the Scriptures, both the Old 
and New Testaments, and we also see 
that he says, July 2d, 1833, "We finish­
ed the translating of the Scriptures." 

And now Mr. Penrose, who never 
saw the seer, and who seems to know 
but little of his history and te~chings, 
tells the Utah Mormons and the world, 
that the seer "died before he had com­
pleted the revision, and there was not 
time in his life for a full revision of the 
work of King James' Council, and the 
world would not accept Joseph Smith's 
work in its incomplete condition." Mr. 
Penrose, in effect, says the seer's testi· 
mony on the point is false-that he 
wrote a lie when he claimed he "finished 
the translating of the Scriptures." 

Why will the Utah Mormons submit, 
quietly, year by year, to be imposed 
up::m by such false ·teachings? They 
profess respect and esteem for Joseph 
the seer, and yet. they uphold and sus· 
tain those who lead and teach them 
the very opposite of what he taught and 
wrote, as we learn by the accredited 
books and periodicals of the church. 
If wrath and indignation are visited 
upon these leaders, as it certainly will 
be except they speedily reform their 
teachings and their practices, how can 
they expect to escape who uphold and 
sustain such false and evil doings? Let 
the people bear in mind that those who 
bid these leaders God speed are partak­
ers of their evil deeds. (2 John 11 
verse). Whoever gives aid, encourage· 
ment, and support to error and evil is a 
party to them, and to those who teach 
them. If Joseph the seer taught and 
wrote truly, Mr. Penrose and his fellows 
are false teachers, and should be avoided 
and rebuked as such. 

REPUBLICAN'S ON UTAH. 

THE following vigorous Resolution was 
made a part of the late Republican 
Convention at Chicago, and "means 
business." 

"Resolved, That it is the duty of Congress 
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to enact such laws as shall promptly and 
ef!ec~ually supp:ess the system of polygamy 
w1thm our Terr1tory, and divorce the polit­
ical from the ecclesiastical power of the so­
called Mormon Church, and that the law so 
enacted should be rigidly enforoed by the 
oivil authorities if possible, and by the mil­
itary if need be." 

MORMONS FORCED TO SIN. 

IT has. been rumored for months past 
that the Brighamite leaders· were com­
pelling many to adopt polygamy, and 
that their reason for doing this is to 
prevent the growth of a sentiment in 
their midst favorable to monogamy and 
loyalty; anl that another reason is, they 
wish the prominent ones, male and 
female, to become fixed like themselves 
in crime against the laws of the nation, 
and against the genuine laws of the 
church, so they can :rule and control 
them, and use them in their own inter­
ests. Of late we have learned from a 
reliable source, by way of a polygamous 
Brigamite elder who wrote to his friend, 
that the said rumor is true, and pain­
fully so to not a few of the Utah Mor­
mons. This elder wrote that some were 
sending in their "resignations" to the 
Brighamite leaders rather than submit 
to polygamy. Of this we are glad. to 
hear, as it is proof that there are some 
Utah Mormons who dare to think and 
act for themselves, despite t'he rulings 
of the leaders. It is a hopeful sign, 
and one that will carry fear and dismay 
to such as have misled and oppressed 
that people. The Lord said of ancient 
Israel: "For the leaders of this people 
cause them to err; and they that are 
led of them are destroyed.''-Isa. 9:16. 
Again He said: "For three transgres­
sions of Judah, and for four, I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; be­
cause they have despised the law of the 
Lord, and have not kept his command­
ments, and their lies caused them t,o 

err."-Amos 2:4. And again: "Thus 
saith the Lord concerning the prophets 
that make my people err, that bite with 
their teeth, and cry, Peace."-:Micah 
3:5. "And still again: "My people 
ask counsel at their stocks, and their 
staff declareth unto them ; for the spirit of 
whoredoms hath caused them to err, and 
they have gone a whoring from under 
their God."-Hosea 4:12. 

Latter day Israel have erred from 
similar causes; and they may yet be 
destroyed" for similar reasons. The 
Latter Day Saints. were commanded by 
their authorized books to honor and 
observe monogamy, and to avoid polyg­
amy and its like; but their leaders 
"cause them to err" in this matter, and 
compel them to sin against the law of 
the Lord, and the laws of the nation 
which the revehtians of God warn them 
to obey. And of this we believe what 
Hosea says: ''The spirit of whoredoms 
hath caused them to err.'' The issue 
seems now to be fully joined; the Utah 
Mormon leaders and their fellows on 
one side, and God and the Amer;can 
Nation on the other. Which shall pre­
vail? Monogamy and loyalty, or polyg· 
amy and disloyalty? Who shall rule in 
our nation, the president of the Brig­
hamite Church and his fellows, or the 
President of this Nation and his fellows? 
The desperation and blindness which 
force Mormons into polygamy will bring 
their reward, surely and swiftly. 

God speed the right. 

APoSTLE W. WooDRUFF said lately in 
a sermon printed in the News: 

"Father Abraham obeyed the law of the 
patriarchal order of marriage. His wives 
were sealed to him for lime and all eter­
nity." 

Yes, per haps so; but that seal didn't 
hold, for the Lord told Abraham to 
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o~ey his wife Sarah's voice, "cast out 
this bondwoman and her son i" and he 
did so, and "sent her away." Gen. 
21:10, 12, 14. And this sealing was 
probably just as strong and valid, and 
eternal, as that of all polygamous Mor­
mons. Such sealing God disapproves, 
we see. 

UTAH FREEDOM. 

TnE following from a sermon of Geo. 
Q. Cannon, First Counselor to Pres. 
John Taylor, was preached in the Tab­
ernacle in Salt Lake, May 4th, 1884, 
and to those who know the history of 
the Brighamite Church, in and out of 
Utah, it must sound both false aJJd 
foolish. 

Perhaps Mr. Cannon intended it for 
those abroad who are not acquainted 
with the past and present history of his 
church; for the statements made are 
contrary to facts, even as they are found 
in the sermon's and editorials of the 
Brighamite leaders. Mr. Cannon says: 

Notwithstanding the many measures that 
have been taken against us as a people, the 
many plots that have seemed so promising 
to those who framed them concerning the 
destruction of the Latter-day Saints; when 
it has seemed that destruction was inevi­
table, that no power could save us, God has 
interposed by His wonderful power and we 
have escaped, and to day notwithstanding 
these many efforts. we are a free people in 
!he mountains, having the privilege, that 
God said we shou.d have, of worshipping 
Him and enjoying peace and prosperity, if 
we would but continue to put our trust in 
Him and keep His commandments ; so that 
to-day throughout all these valleys, from 
one end to the other, there is a people found 
who, notwithstanding all the threats that 
are fulminated, all the projects that, are 
started, all the efforts that are made to des­
troy us as a religious organization, to break 
down our libe~·ties, to rob us ~f those rights 
which are dear to every man who has been 
born free-notwithstanding these threats a 

?"eign of peace and undisturbed quiet prevails 
throughout all these valleys, in the breasts, 
in the houses, in the family circles, of all 
the Latter day Saints!' 

Mr. Cannon says, "we are a free 
people," and then claims that God has 
interposed to save him and his church 
from the efforts of those who have 
sought "to break down our liberties, to 
rob us of those rights that are dear to 
every man who has been born free." 

How does it happen, then, that in 
Utah the right to vote, the right to·hold 
office, the right to sit as jurors, have by 
law been taken from over 12.000 chief 
Mormons, and they thereby made citizens 
of no country ! How does it happen 
that Mr. Cannon and his people are 
not "free" to take numerous wives, ex­
cept as they steal them ! and if t.hey are 
and have been, enjoying a "reign of 
peace and undisturbed quiet," why do 
their pulpits and press constantly cry, 
Persecution ! Persecution ! 

Ah, n1:r. Cannon; you remind us of 
the doctor who seeks to extract an ugly, 
painful tooth, and tells the suffering 
patient-" It don't hurt; be easy; be 
quiet; don't fear;" while at the same 
time his instruments are wrenching the 
jaws and sending pain through every 
nerve. 

1\ir. Cannon, your own people will, on 
reflection, know you are leading them 
with a silken lie! And this slight. of­
hand "Now you see; and now you don't 
see," contrary to known facts, will not 
endure forever. 

The Ut1h Mormons, at no distant 
day will see and deplore the blind, COl> 

rupt leadership of Brigham and his fel­
lows, and will repudiate and reject it 
with indignation and wrath. Numer­
ous forces are at work to these ends, 
and t.heir results will be seen in the near 
future. 
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The rank and file of the Utah Mor­
mons are "free" to "follow their file­
leaders," and to do as they are told by 
them. The Utah leaders are "free" to 
remain without citizenship in our glori­
ous Nation. They have just the free-· 
dom of outlaws ! And in this they are 
reaping "the fruit of their own doings." 
The end is not yet. 

THE COVENANT OF SALT. 
JEROBOAM, a prominent ruler under 
King Solomon, rebelled against the 
king, (1 Kings 11 : 26), and after Sol­
omon's death he headed the revolt of 
the ten tribes who made him their king. 
(1 Kings 12 : 20). But two tribes and 
a half-J udah, Levi, and the half tribe 
of Benjamin-adhered to Rehoboam, 
the son of Solomon, the rightful, law­
ful successor. The great body of Israel 
went off with Jeroboam and were finally 
broken and scattered among the nations, 
and ceased to be known as a nation and 
a people. But God was with Judah, 
the lesser body of Israel, for He had 
covenanted with Judah, saying, "The 
Sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
nor a lawgiver from between hi> feet, 
until Shiloh [Christ Ed.] come; and 
unto him shall the gathering of the 
people be." (Gen. 49: 10). God re­
newed that covenant in David, saying; 
"And when thy days be fulfilled, and 
thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will 
set up thy seed after thee, which shall 
proceed out of thy bowels, and I will es­
tablish his kingdom. He shall build an 
house for my name."-2 Sam. 7:12,13. 

By virtue of this God-given covenant, 
Abijah, the successor of Rehoboam, 
son of Solomon, defended· and main­
tained his right to reign over Israel in 
these words-"Hear me, thou Jeroboam, 
and all Israel; Ought ye not to know 
that the Lord God of Israel gave the 
kingdom over Israel to David forever, 

even to him and his sons by a covenant 
of salt? Yet Jeroboam the son of N e·­
bat, the servant of Solomon the son of 
David, is risen up, and hath rebelled 
against his lord. And there are gath· 
ered unto him vain men, the children of 
Belial, and have strengthened them­
selves against Rehoboam the son of Sol­
omon, when Rehoboam was young and 
tender hearted, and could not withstand 
them. And now ye think to withstand 
the kingdom of the Lord in the hand of 
the sons of David; and ye be a great 
multitude, and there are with you gold­
en calves, which Jeroboam made you for 
gods. * * * And behold, God himself 
is with us for our captain, and his priests 
with sounding trumpets to cry alarm 
against you. 0 Children of Israel, fight 
ye not against the Lord God of your 
fathers; for ye shall not prosper."-2 
Chron. 13: 4-12. 

This history in many of its points, is 
repeated in that of the Latter Day Saints. 
God made a covenant with Joseph the 
Seer and his seed in these words: "Your 
life and the priesthood must needs re­
main throngh JIOU and JIOUr lineage, un­
til the restoration of all things spoken 
by the mouths of all the holy prophets 
since the world began. Therefore bless­
ed are ye if ye continue in my goodness, 
a light unto the Gentiles, a savior unto 
my people Israel. The Lord hath said 
it. Amen."-Doc. and Cov., Revelation 
December 6th, 1832. 

The Seer said in his history of the 
Church that, at the dedication of the 
Temple, in Kirtland,-"Elias appeared 
and committed the gospel of Abraham, 
saying, that in us, and our seed, all gen­
erations after us shall be blessed." 
These promises were renewed in a a rev­
elation in Doctrine and Covenants, Jan­
nary 19th, 1841, in these words:-
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"And as I said unto Abraham concern­
ing the kindred of the eart,h, even so I 
say unto my servant J @>Seph, in thee 
and in thy seed shall the kindred of the 
earth be blessed." 

The kindreds of the earth have been 
and are being blessed in and by the 
Seer by virtue of his prophetic and 
priestly authority and calling; and we 
must conclude they are to be blessed in 
and .by his "seed" for just the same 
reasons, the prophetic and priestly 
authority and calling of his "seed." 
This is further assured by the Lord in 
these words-"For this anointing have 
I put upon his head, that his blessing 
shall also be put upon the head of his 
posterity after him." This is said in 
the paragraph next preceding the one 
last before quoted. 

When the revelation says the "head 
of his posterity," it can only refer to the 
first, or eldest son-Joseph. In all 
these quotations, we see the "covenant 
of salt" made with Joseph and his seed 
as pertaining to the priesthood and pres­
idency of God's Church. 

But a modern J erob0am, in the per­
son of Brigham Young, who, with oth­
ers, rose up and led "a great multitude" 
of the Saints away, when the "seed'.' of 
the Seer was yet "young and tender 
hearted, and could not withstand them," 
and taught them that Adam was their 
God, and "the only God" they had to do 
with, departing from the law of God in 
many other ways and changing the or­
der and doctrine of the church in many 
other respects, and have sought to 
"withstand" the kingdom of the Lord 
in the hand of the "posterity" of the 
Seer, the covenant "seed," who pro­
claims that, "God himself is with us 
for our Captain, and his priests with 

sounding trumpets to cry alarm against 

you. 0 children of Israel, fight not 
against the God of your fathers ; for ye 
shall not prosper." 

\Vhen the "seed" of the Seer sent 
ministers to Brigham Young and the 
Utah Saints in 1863, Brigham Young 
and his devotees opposed, ridiculed, and 
abused them. And from that time till 
now the leaders of that people have 
spared no pains to oppose and misrepre­
sent the rise, doctrine~, history, and pur­
poses of the Church over which the 
covenant "seed" of the Seer presides. 

But God is moving now in vindication 
of His "cause among those who have 

· "caused many to stumble at the law," 
among those who'~"have cGrrupted the 
covenant" of Christ, and. He will make 
them "base and contemptible before all 
the people." (Malachi 2 : 8, 9). And 
He is giving "grace and favor," with 
"peace and safety," to those who keep 
His holy law and walk in His Spirit. 

THE UTAH BILL. 

ON the 18th of June the Senate passed 
this Utah Bill by a vote of thirty-nine 
to fifteen: 

"The Utah Bill as passed by the Senate 
provides that the lawful husband or wife 
may be compelled to testify in prosecutions 
for bigamy, polygamy or unlawful cohabi­
tation. In such prosecutions, an attach­
ment for a witness may be issued without a 
previous subpoona, when it shall appear to 
the judge that the witness would unlawfully 
fail to obey the subpoona. Bail may be 
accepted for the appearance of such witness, 
and in any case he or she shall not be held 
longer than ten days. Every marriage cer­
emony in any Territory of the United States 
shall be certified in writing, with the full 
names of all persons taking part in the cer­
emony, and shall be signed by them, and 
shall by the officer or priest solemnizing the 
marriage, be filed with and recorded in the 
Probate Court. Such certificate shall be 
evidence of the facts stated. Any violation 
of the provision is punished by a fine of not 
more than one thousand dollars, or impris­
onment of not over two years, or by both. 
Every such certificate and record shall be 
at all reasonable times open to inspection 
to any justices of the United States, who 
are under the like penalty for refusal to 
exhibit for inspection. Women shall not 
be entitled to vote in Utah. All measures 
of the Territorial Legislature providing for 
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numbering or identifying the votes of elect­
ors are disapproved and annulled, but this 
provision is not to preclude the lawful 
registration of voters, or any other provi­
sions for securing a fair election that do not 
involve the disclosure of the person for 
whom the elector voted. Probate courts 
are deprived of all jurisdiction, except as 
to the estates of deceased persons, and the 
guardianship of the person and propert.y 
of infants and lunatics. All laws of the 
Territory of Utah conferring the rights of 
inheritanM on illegitimate children a1·e 
annulled. Territorial laws providing that 
prosecutions for adultery can only be com­
mence([ on complaint of the husband or 
wife, are annulled, and all such prosecu­
tions may hereafter be instituted in the 
same way that are prosecutions for other 
crimes. The Territorial laws incorporat­
ing, continuing or providing for the cor­
poration known as the "Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints," and the 
ordinances of the so-called General Assem­
bly of the State of Deseret, incorporating 
such church, are annulled so far as they 
may preclude the appointment of trustees 
by the United States. The President of 
the United States, with the advice of the 
Senate, shall appoint fourteen trustees of 
said corporation, who shall have the power 
of trustees and assistant trustees provided 
for in the act creating that corporation, 
who shall hold office two years, and shall 
each give a bond in an amount to be fixed 
by the Secretary of the Interior. The 
General Assembly of Utah shall not h9.ve 
power to change the laws respecting cor­
porations without the approval of Congrese, 
In all proceedings for <ll1forcement against 
corporations or associations holding prop­
erty in any Territory in excess of the 
amount limited by law, the courts shall 
have the power to summarily compel the 
production of all books and accounts be­
longing to any trustee or manager of the 
property in whi<Jh such corporation may 
have any right, title or interest. All laws 
of Utah relating to the Perpetual Emigra­
tion Fund Company are annulled, and H 
is unlawful for the Legislature of the Ter­
ritory to create or recognize any corpora­
tion or association having for Hs object the 
bringing of persons into the Territory for 
any purpose whatever. The Attorney Gen­
eral is directed to institute in the Supreme 
Court of the Territory proJeedings to dis­
solve the company named, and dispose of 
its property and assets according to law. 
Such property and assets, in excess of the 
debts and lawful claims established by the 
court, shall escheat to the United States, 
and shall be used by the Secretary of the 
Interior, under the direction of the Presic 
dent, for the benefft of the common schools 
of the Territory. All existing election dis-

tricts in the Territory are abolished, and 
it is made 'the duty of the Governor, the 
Territorial Secretary and the United States 
Judge of the Territory to redistrict the Ter­
ritm·y so as to secure an equal representa­
tion of the people. No persons but properly 
qualified citizens .of the United States are 
entitled to vote in the Territory. The bill 
declares vacant the office of Territorial 
Superintendent of District Schools, and 
vests the power of appointment of such 
official to the Supreme Court. It provides 
t!HJ penalty for t.he crime of adultery to 
imprisonment in the Penitentiary not ex­
ceeding three years. The right of dower 
for widows is secured by provisions ll,imilar 
to the dower law of the State of New York. 
The bill now goes to the House." 

If the above bill becomes law, as it 
probably will at an early day, the Utah 
Mormons may charge their own leaders 
as the direct cause of it. Had their 
leaders taught them correctly, the prin­
ciples laid down in the New Testament, 
Book 'of Mormon, an~ that edition of 
Doctrine and Covenants endorsed by 
Joseph Smith and had among all kinds 
of Latter Day Saints up to 1876, there 
would have been no occasion for the 
anti-polygamy law of 1862, the Poland 
bill, the Edmunds bill, and this Utah 
bill. All these bills are but so many 
rods to scourge blind and rebellious 
Saints back to obedience to the prin­
ciples enjoined in the books they have 
pr,ofessed to believe in for the past fifty 
years. 

All Saints who are living in harmony 
with the authorized teachings of the 
Church up to 1844, (the time of the 
Seer's death), will not be harmed nor 
hit by any of these bills. But those 
professing to be Latter Day Saints, and 
who yet teach and practice contrary to 
said teachings may expect to suffer 
both shame and harm. "Let no man 
break the laws of the land."-Doc. & 
Cov. 
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THE ORDINATIONS OF JOSEPH THE 
MARTYR. 

AMONG the many errors which have 
crept in among those who have fallen 
away from the faith, since the rejection 

and disorganiz>ttion of the church, which 
was organized in 1830, one is, that the 

Aaronic priesthood is done awa,y, where­
as this priesthood was conferred upon 
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery, oy 

the ordinati.on of an angel, even by John 
the Baptist, who held tha~ priesthood as 
a son of Aaron, and by that priesthood 
he prepared the way of the Lord. When 
the Aaronic priesthood was conferred 

upon Joseph and Oliver, they received 
this promise that "this shall never be 
taken from the earth, until the sons of 

Levi do offer again an offering unto the 
Lord in righteousness." The history of 

this ordination may be found in the 
History of Joseph Smith, in the Times 
and Seasons, August 1st, 1842, pages 
865 and 8G6, where Joseph says: 

"We still continued the work of transla­
tion, when in the ensuing month, (May, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine), we on 
a certain day went into the woods to pray 
and inquire of the Lord respecting baptism 
for the remission of sins, as we found men·· 
tioned in the translation of the plates. 
While we were thus employed, praying 11.nd 
calling upon the Lord, a messenger from 
heaven descended in a cloud of light, and 
having laid his ha.nds upon us, he ordained 
us, saying unto us, 'upon you my fellow 
servants, in the name of Messiah, I confer 

the priesthood of Aaron, which holds the 
keys of the ministering of angels, and of 
the gospel of repsntance, and of baptism by 
immersion, for the remission of sins, and 
this shall never be taken again from the 
earth, until the sons of Levi do offer again 
an offering to the r,ord in righteousness.' 
He said this Aaronic priesthood had not the 
power of laying on of hands, for the gift of 
the Holy Ghost, but this should be conferred 
on us hereafter, and he commande.d us to 
go and be baptized, and gave us directions 
that I should baptize Oliver Cowdery, and 
afterwards that he should baptize me. 
Accordingly, we went and were baptized, I 
baptized him first, and afterwards he bap­
tized me, after which, I laid my hands upon 
his head and ordained him to the Aaronic 
priesthood, and afterwards he laid his hands 
on me, and ordained me to the same priest­
hood, for so we were commanded. The 
messenger who visited us on this occasion, 
and conferred this priesthood upon us, said 
that his name was John, the same that is 
called John the Baptist, in the New Testa­
ment, and that he acted under the direction 
of Peter, James, and John, who held the 
keys of the priesthood ofMelchisedeJ, which 
priesthood he said should in due time be 
conferred ou us-and that I should be called 
the first elder, and he~the .. second. It was 
on the fifteenth day of May, eighteen hun­
dred and twenty-nine, that we were bap­
tized and ordained under the hand of the 
messenger." 

Oliver Cowdery also says: 
"What joy filled our hearts, and with 

what surprise we must have bowed, (for 
who would not have bowed for such a 
blessing?) When we received under his 
hand the holy priesthood, as he said, •Upon 
you my fellow servants, in the name of 
Messiah, I confer this priesthood, and this 
authority, which shall remain upon earth, 
that the sons of Levi may yet offer an offer­
ing unto the Lord, in righteousness."-See 
Times and Seasons, Nov. 1st, 1840, page 202. 
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This priesthood alone was confJrred 
, by the ordination of an angel. It has 
been a prevalent idea among various 
factions that the Melchisedec priesthood 
was conferred on Joseph by the laying 
on of the hands of Peter, James and 

·John, but Joseph's statement shows that 
t,his is a false idea, but that he was com­
manded by the Lord to "ordain Oliver 
Cowdery to be an elder in the Church 
of Jesus Christ, and that he also should 
ordain him to the same office, and then 
to ordain others." 

We have shown that Joseph and 
Oliver were ordained to the Aaronic 
priesthood by the laying on of the hands 
of an angel, even by the hands of John 
the Baptist, and that they afterwards 
ordained each other to that priesthood 
as they had been commanded. 

Joseph's History shows that he re­
ceived the Melchisedec priesthood by 
the laying on of the hands of Oliver, 
1tnder the direction and by the command­
ment of Peter, James and John, but it 
does not show that these messengers 
from God ordained Joseph and Oliver 
to this priesthood by the laying on of 
their hands. 

Joseph, in his History, in tha Times 
and Seasons, page 915, says: 

ordain Oliver Cowdery to be an elder in the 
church of Jesus Christ, and that he also 
should ordain me to the same office, and 
then to ordain others as it should be made 
known unto us, from time to time; we were 
however commanded to defer this our ordi­
nation, until such times as it should be 
practicable to have our brethren, who had 
been and should be baptized, assembled 
together, when we must have their sanction 
to our thus proceeding to ordain each other, 
and have them decide by vote whether they 
were willing to accept us as spiritual teach­
ers, or not, when also we were commanded 
to bless bread and break it with them, and 
to take wine, bless it, and drink it with 
them, afterward proceed to ordain each 
other according to commandment " 

They were not ordained on this 
occasion but were "commanded to defer" 
their ordination until they could obey 
the instructions which were then given. 
Obedience to these instructions, were 
the conditions by which they were to 
receive the Melchisedec priesthood, and 
the only conditions which are mentioned. 
They were ordained, accordihg to these 
instructions, wheri the church was or­
ganized, as Joseph st,ates in his History 
i!;l the Times and Seasons, pages 944 
and 945, as follows: 

"Whilst the Book cf Mormon was in the 
hands of' the printer, we still continued to 
bear testimony, and give information, as 
far as we had opportunity; and also made 
known to our brethren, that we had received 
commandment to organize the church, and 
accordingly we met together for that pur­

"We now became anxious to have tha,t I pose, at the house of the above mentioned 
promise realized to us, which the angel Mr. , Whitmer (being six in number) on 
that conferred upon us the Aaronie priest- Tuesday the sixth day of. April, A. D., one 
hood had given us, viz: that provided we thousand, eight hundred and thirty. Hav­
continued faithful, we should also have the ing opened the meeting by solemn prayer 
:iYielehisedee priesthood, which holds the to our heavenly Father we proceeded, 
authority of the laying on of hands for the (according to previous commandment) to 
gift of the Holy Ghost. We had for some call on our brethren to know whether they 
time made this matter a subject of, humble accepted us as their teachers in the things 
prayer, and at length we got together in of the Kingdom of God, and whether they 
the chamber of Mr. Whitmer's house in were satisfied that we should proceed and 
order more particularly to seek of the Lord be organized as a church according to said 
what we now so earnestly desired: and commandment which we had received, To 
here to our unspeakable satisfaction did we these they consented by an unanimous vote, 
realize the truth of the Savior's promise: I then laid my hands upon Oliver Cowdery 
'Ask, and you shall receive, seek, and you and ordained him an elder of the •Church 
shall find, knock and it shall be opened of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.' After 
unto you;' for we had not long been engaged which he ordained me also to the office of 
in solemn and fervent prByer, when the an elder of said church. We then took 
word of the Lord, came unto us in the bread, blessed it, and brake it with them, 
chamber, commanding us; that I should also wine, blessed it, and drank ~t with 
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them. We. then laid our hands ou each 
individual member of the church present 
that they might recive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, and be confirmed members of the 
Church of Christ. The Holy Ghost was 
poured out upon us to a very great degree. 
Some prophesied, whilst we all praised the 
Lord and njoiced exceedingly." 

On this occasion then, Joseph receiv­
ed the Melchisedec priesthood by an 
ordination under the hands of Oliver 

Cowdery, after Joseph had ordail\,ed 
Oliver in like manner, but these ordi­
nations did not confer upon them the 
fulness of the Melchisedec priesthood. 
They conferred upon them the offiGe of 
an elder, and not the office of an high 

priest, for, as we have shown, they were 
only commanded to ordain each other to 

the office of an elder, and Joseph says 
he ordained Oliver "an elder of the 

Church," and "he (Oliver) ordained me 
also to the office of an elder of said 
Church." 

Joseph was not ordained to the high 

priesthood until January 25th, 1832, 
when he was ordained at a Conference, 
as Joseph says, in his History, in the 
5th volume of the Times and Seasons, 
which may also be found in the Millen­
nial Star, vol. 14, No. 2, as follows : 

"On the 26th, (of April, 1832), I called a 
general council of the Church, and was 
acknowledged as the president of the high 
priesthood, according to a previous ordina­
tion at a conference of high priests, elders 
and members, held at Amherst, Ohio, on 
the 25th of January, 1832. The right hand 
of fellowship was given to me by the Bishop, 
Edward Partridge, in behalf of the church. 
The scene was solemn, impressive and de 
lightful." 

These quotations from ,Joseph's His­
tory, contain a complete history of every 
ordination which he received, and he 
makes no mention of having received 

any angelic ordination to the Melchis­
edec priesthood, without the agency of 
mortals, acting under the direction of 
angels. "When Joseph and Oliver or­

dained each other, as we have shown 

they acted under the direction of John 

the Baptist and John said that "he acted 

under the direction of Peter, James and 

John, who held the keys of the priest­

hood of Melchisedec." 

Some suppose that Peter, James and 
John laid their own hands on the heads 
of Joseph and Oliver, and ordained them 

unto the Melchisedec priesthood, be­
cmse in a revelation unto Joseph and 
Oliver, the Savior said concerning Peter, 
James and John, "by whom I have 
ordained you and confirmed you to be 
apostles, and especial witnesses of my 

name." BJok of Covenants 50:3. If 
we are to understand by this revela­

tion that Peter, James and John laid 
their own hands on the heads of Joseph 
and Oliver to ordain them, then we 
must understand that when the J .. ord 

said unto David, '·Solomon thy son, he 
shall build my house and my courts,"­
(1 Chron. 28: 6), that he was to perform 
that great work by his own hands, and 
not by his direc~ion and superintendence. 
"He garnished the house with precious 
stones.'' "The greater house he ceiled 

with fir tree, which he overlaid with 
fine gold.'' "He made the most holy 
houee.'' In this style all the variety of 

work in building the house of the 
Lord is spoken of as the work which 

Solomon performed, and he said unto 
the Lord, "l have built an house of 
habitation for thee." 2 Chron. 6:2. 

Solomon spoke as almost any man 

would speak who had had the superin­
tendence or direction of any kind of 
work. 

Neither Joseph's History nor the 
Book of Covenants, contains any account 
of any ordination to any office in the 
Melchisedec priesthood having been con­

ferred upon Joseph, by angels, without 
the a,qency of mortals, but both records 
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contain plain statements of his ?rdin~t~on I special. commandments from God which 
to the office of an elder by the 1mpos1llon authonzed Joseph to do these things, 
of the hands of Oliver Cowdery. In a and by a special commandment from 
revelation which was given April 6th, God, high priests ordained men to be 

1830, the Lord says: apostles in the Reorganized Church. 

"It behooveth me that he (Joseph) should In both cases these special command­
be ordained by you, Oliver Cowdery, mine ments were necessary, and adapted to 
apostle; this being an ordinance unto you 
that you are an elder under his hand, he the peculiar circumstances with which 
being the first unto you, that you might be they were connected. 
an elder unto this Church of Christ."-Book 
of Covenants 46: 3. These ordinations are Both the first and the second Joseph 
also spoken of in Book of Covenants 2: 1. were ordained to the presidency of the 

Having shown how the first Joseph 
received his ordinations, we .shall now 
show how, in the Reorganized Church 
seven brethren ·received the ordination 
of apostles, and how the President of 
the Reorganized Church was ordained 
to that office. There are persons who 

say that these ordinations were illegal, 
and the ordinations of the first Joseph 
were legal, and yet, if their arguments 

and objections prove anything, they 
prove that all these ordinations were 
illegal from first to last. One objection 
is that the ordination of seven apostles 
and the ordination of the President of 
the Reorganizc;d Church were illegal 

because they were performed by men 
who held inferior offices; that high 

priest.s could not have authority to 
ordain apostles, and high priests and 
apostles could not ordain the President 
of the Church; that apostles must be 

ordained by apostles, and th~ President 
of t'he Church must be ordained by a 
president of the Church, and yet, the 
firat Joseph baptized Oliver Cow .lery 
before he was baptized himself. Joseph 
ordained Oliver an elder ol the church 

before he was ordained to that office 
himself. Joseph was commanded to do 
these things, and as Bro. Gurley says, "a 
command from God is authority to do all 

that he requires, be it more or less." 
See Herald, vol. 1, p. 58. These were 

high priesthood, and in conformity to 

established laws and revelations which 
the Lord has given unto the church. 

"Three presiding high priests, chosen by 
the body, appointed and ordained to that 
office, and upheld by the confidence, faith 
and prayers of the church, form a quorum 
of·the presidency of the church."-Book of 
Covenants 3: 11. · 

'•Every president of the high priesthood 
(or presiding elder), bishop, high counselor 
and high priest, is to be ordained by the 
direction of a high council or general con­
ference. "-Book of Covenants, 2: 17. 

"No person is to be ordained to any office 
in this church, where there is a regularly 
organized branch of the sa,me, without the 
vote of that church. "-Book of Covenants 
2:16. 

All the . flices of the church, there­
fore, from the highebt to the lowest., 
must be conferred by a vote of the 

church. Before the church was organ­
ized on the 6th of April, 1830, Joseph 
knew that he could not otherwise have 

the Melchisedec priesthood conferred on 
him-that he could not even be ord•Jin­
ed an elder without the sancticn c f the 
church. The angel who conferred upon 
Joseph and Oliver the Aatonic priest­
hood, gave them a promise that if they 
were faithful they should receive the 

Melchisedec priesthocd, but they were 
commanded to have their brethnn de­

cide by vote whether they were willing 
to accept them as spiritual teachers, 
and to have their sanction before they 

ordained each other to be elders in the 

church. ''All things shall be done by 
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common consent in the church."-Book I all lovers of tru. th -who are interested in 
of Covenants 49:1. The church can the question of succession in the Pres­
not however, 1·ightemtsly, ordain a man idency of the Church of Christ. 
whom God has not called and appointed 
to be ordained. Joseph was first "called 
of God," and Oliver Cowdery ''was also 
called of God, an apostle of Jesus Christ 
to be the second elder of this church, 
and ordained under his hand; and this 
aooording to the grace of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ." Book of Cov­
enants~ 2: l.']i,)t was aecording to the 
grace of our Lord, becau.ge it was by the 
direction of the Holy Spirit that the 
church decided by vote that they should 
be ordained. The law of God nquires 
th:.t every ordination in the church 
should be performed under the direction 
of the Holy Spirit. "Every elder, 
priest, teacher or deacon, is to be ordain­
ed acc)rding to the gifts and callings 
of God unto him; and he is to be 

. ordained by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, which is in the one who ordains 
him." BookofCovenants2:12. Joseph 
the Martyr was ordained according to 
the gifts and callings of God unto him, 
and by the power of the Holy Ghost in 
him who ordained him, and so was the 
President of the Reorganized Church 
ordained. The last President was also 
ordained accnding to the revelations 
which were given through the former 
president, in which the rights and bless­
ings of ''lawful he~rs according to the 
flesh," (Book of Covenants 6: 3) and 
the promiSes of God concerning him and 
his seed are given. 

LYMAN WIGHT ON THE SUC­
CESSION. 

Lyman Wight was a man of great 
personal courage, between whom and 
Brigham Young there was .a vast dif­
ference in this respect-Brigham when 
trouble came at Far West, had a Sr. 
Morey, wife of Elder George Morey, 
once the Kirtland Temple keeper, to 
secrete him under a lot of bedding in 
her house, to secure him from the 
search of civil officers; but Lyman 
Wight boldly and openly denounced the 
mob and the rascally doings of the mili­
tary leaders; and General Doniphan said 
of him that he was one of the bravest 
men he ever met. 

Lyman had the courage of his con­
victions, and his word is vastly more re­
liable than that of a coward. He al­
ways claimed "Young Joseph" was the 
rightful successor. 

Bro. Heman says: ".Having been 
perusing the Private Journal of Lyman 
Wight, and finding some things upon 
the above subjeJt which may be of in­
terest to some, I thought it would be 
well to publish them. It will be re­
membered that he was one of the Twelve 
at the time of Joseph's death; and his 
opinion or testimony is as good as that 
of any other one of the quorum upon 
subjects ofimportance to the church. I 
will simply give extracts from his 
journal. The journal says: 

•Sunday, December 8th, 1850. Bore 
testimony that ,Joseph Smith appointed 
those of his own posterity to be his m~e· 
ceswr.' 

THE following items furnished by Bro. 'October 5th, 1851. In the evening 
Heman··:. C. Smith, grandson of the meeting was called, and I lectured to 
Apostle Lyman Wight-a fellow·pris- some considerable length on the subject 
oner, bosom friend and confidant of I of a successor to Bro. Joseph Smith, en­
Joseph the Seer-will be of interest to deavoring to show the impropriety of 
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there being one aside from the fruit of ' stepped forward, with the many good in­
his loins.'" 

"The next are extracts from a letter 
written from Medina River, Texas, 
July, 1855, addressed to Messrs. Cooper 
and Chidester, editors of Northern 
Islander, St. James, Beaver Island.-

'I have not as yet been called upon 
by any president, prophet, or successor, 
from first to last., to know what my mind 
was concerning their successorship, or 
whether they wished me to stand in my 
place or not. * * * Now, Mr. Editor, 
if you had been present when Joseph 
called on me shortly after we came out 
of jail to lay hands with him on the 
head of a youth ("Young Joseph" Ed.), 
and heard him cry aloud, "You are my 
successor when I depart !-and heard 
the blessings poured on his head,-I 
say had you heard all this and seen the 
tears streaming from his (the Seer's. 
Ed.), eyes, you would not have been led 
by blind fanaticism or a zeal without 
knowledge. * * While in jail there 
w~re many things spoken by the mouth 
of our martyred Prophet and Patriarch, 
and when I see these things taking 
place just as they were spoken, it cheers 
my heart, and that of the brethren and 
sisters in this branch also; but I never 
hear those thinga so much as mentioned 
by any of our bogus prophets, or any 
of their greenhorneditors. * * * Now, 
Mr. Editor, from what I ha:ve written 
you will discover that, what I have 
done is according to my ordination and 
calling, having acted in my own place 
and stewardship, and not in the shoes of 
any other man. If all had done the 
same, I think the church would have 
been in a much higher state of per­
fection. There was authority enough 
left to have moved the cause of Zion on, 
if all the authorities of the church had 

structions given by Bro. Joseph, and, 
heart and hand together, it could have 
been carried on in perfect good order. 
Every man standing in his place ac­
cording to his calling and ordination 
would have made a firm and sound 
presidency. And then if one of Joseph's 
posterity had stepped forth and done 
his own work, (and not his father's), as 
Joseph's was handed down from father 
to son by lineage, (and he finished his 
work), and handed it down by lineage 
to his posterity, so should his posterity 
have done his work which the father 
gave him to , do on earth. Then, and 
not till then, shall we have a happy 
kingdom.'" 

In this connection it may be well to 
say that Lyman Wight always told the 
people who went with him to Texas, 
that "Young Joseph'' would be his 
father's successor in the Presidency of 
the Church; and in 1858 he told them 
the time was nigh when "Young Joseph" 
would take the lead of the Church, that 
it was beat for th3m to leave Texas and 
go to western Iowa, for a great work 
~ould be done in that region when 
Joseph should come forth. These 
Saints, including many of J"yman's 
family, did as he counselled, and the 
most of them have united with "Young 
Joseph" and the Reorganized Church. 
Lyman's testimony comes untainted 
with anything like selfishnes~, or any· 
other improper motive, therefore it is 
reliable. Its truth and consistency are 
made stronger, if possible, by the Rev­
elations of February, 1831, par. 2; De­
cember 6, 1832, and January 19th, 
1841; all of which prove that Joseph 
the Seer would]:appoint his successor, 
who must be of his lineage, and must be 
"the head of his posterity." 
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JOHN D. LEE ON SUCCESSION. 

ON the 155th page of the Life of John 
D. Lee, written by himself just prior to 

his execution at Mountain Meadows, 
Utah, March 23d, 1877, he tells of 
what he knew touching "the successor 
of the Prophet to lead the Church'; in 

these words. 
"Before proceeding further, we must 

learn who was to be the successor of 
the Prophet to lead the Church. It 
wa~ then [after Joseph's death J under· 

stood among the S~ints that Young 
Joseph was to succeed his father, and 

that right j ustlj"' belonged to him. 

Joseph, the Prophet, had bestowed that 
right upon him, by ordination, but he 
was too young at that time to fill the 
office and discharge its solemn duties. 

Some one must fill the place until he 
had grown to more mature age. Sidney 
Rigdon set up his claim, he being the 
secon:l counselor to the Prophet. Rig­
don had a few backers for his claim. 
A man by the name of Strang, who had 
been writing for the Prophet, set up his 
claims to the vffice, by forging an ap­
pointment from Joseph. Time passed 
on until the whole twelve got in from 

their missions, and a conference was 
held, and the several claimants came 
forward with their claims. Sidney 

Rigdon was the first who appeared upon 
the stand. He bad been considered 
rather upon the back-ground for some 
time previous to the death of the Proph­
et. He made but a weak claim. Strang 
did not file any. Just then Brigham 
Young arose and roared like a young 
lion, £mitat1:ng the style and voice of 
Joseph the Prophet. [Like spirit me~ 
diums. Ed.] l\:1any of the brethren de­

clared that they saw the mantle of 
Joseph fall upon him. [Like the witch 
of Endor, with King SauL See 1 Sam. 

28: 6-14. Ed.] I myself, at the time, 
imagined that I saw and heard a strong 
resemblance to the Prophet in him, and 
felt that be was to lead us until Joseph's 

legal successor should grow up to man­
hood, when be should surrender the 
Presidency to the man. who held the 

birthright." 

On pages 161-2, he further says:' 

"I once thought that I never could 
be i~duced to occupy the position I now 

do, to expose the wickedness and cor­
ruption of the man whom I once looked 
upon as my spiritual guide, as I then 
considered Brigham Young to be. 
Nothing could have compelled me to 

this course save an honest sense of the 
·duty I owe myself, my God, the people 
at large, and my brethren and sisters 
who are travelling the downward path 
that will lead. them to irretrieveable 
ruin, unless they retrace their steps 
and throw off the yoke of the tyrant, 
who has long usurped the right of rule 
that justly belongs to the son of Joseph 
the Prophet. I have been driven to 
the wall by circumstances beyond my 
control, and have been forced to resort 

to the first law of nature, self protection. 
Perhaps this has served to open my eyes 
to a. sense of dut.y. I confess I have 

been deeply steeped in fanaticism, even 
more so than I was aware of, until I felt 
the bitter pangs of its dire influence 
upon me. 

''I heard Mother Smith, the 'mother 
of Joseph the Prophet, plead with Brig­
ham Young, with tears, not to rob 
Young Joseph of his birthright, which 
his father, the Prophet, bestowed upon 

him previous to his death. That Young 
Joseph was to succeed his father as the 
leader of the Church, and it was his 
right in the line of the priesthood. "I 
know it replied Brigham, don't worry 
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or take any trouble, Mother Smith, by 
so doing you are only laying the knife 
to the throat of the child. If it is 
known that he is the rightful successor 

of his father, the enemy c.f the Priest­
hood will seek his life. He is too young 
to lead this people now, but when hear­
rives at mature age he shall have his 
place. No one shall rob him of it." 
This conversation took place in the 
Masonic Hall at Nauvoo, in 1845. In 
the meantime Brigham ·had sought to 
establish himself as the leader of this 
church. Many years, however, passed 
away before he dared assume or claim to 
be the rightful successor of Joseph, the 
Prophet and Revelator to the church. 
When the time came, according to his 
own words, for LYoung] Joseph to re­
ceive his own, Joseph came, but Brig­
ham received him not. He said, as an 
excuse, that Joseph had not the true 
Spirit; that his mother had married a 
Gentile lawyer, and had infused the 
Gentile spirit into him; that Joseph de­
nied the· doctrine of his father, celestial 
marriage. Brigham closed the door 
and barred him from preaching in the 
Tabernacle, and raised a storm of perse­
cution against him. He took Joseph's 
cousin, George A. Smith, as his first 
counselor. This he did as a mai,ter of 
policy, to prevent George A. from U3ing 
his influence in favor of Joseph as the 
leader of the people, which he otherwise 
would have done. He also ordained 
John Smith, the son of Hyrum the 
Patriarch, to the office of Patriarch to 
the church, and his brother Joseph F. 
Smith, to the office of one of the Twelve 
Apostles, thus securing their in~uence 
and telling them that had Young Joseph 
been willing to act in harmony with 
them, the heads of the church, he could 
have had his place, but that he was too 
much of a Gentile ever to lead this 
people. Brigham said he had some 
hones that David, a brother of Young 
Jo~eph, when he became older, might 
occupy the place of his father, but 
Joseph never would. In this low, cun­
ning, intriguing way he blinded the 
eyes of the people, and gained another 
advantage over them in establishing 

himself and family at the head of tl1e 
church, as the favored of the Lord. 
Strange as it may appear, yet it is true, 
that many of this people are blind to the 
intrigues of this heartless impostor. 
They suffer themselves to be bound in 
fetters of bondage, and surrender the 
last principle of manhood and independ­
ence, and make themselves slaves to that 
corrupt usurper and his profligate fam­
ily, who have robbed the fatherless and 
usurped the right to rule that belongs 
to another, and who has been trying to 
out his profligate sons at the head of 
this church, to rule over this people." 

Such is the testimony of the man who 
was "the second adopted son" of Brig­
ham Young, than wllom but few were 
better acquainted with the history of 
the Church from 1838 to the death of 
the Seer, while very few possessed the 
intimate acquaintance and confidence of 
Brigham Young more than he did. It 
detracts nothing from his testimony, to 
say that he was a fanatical murderer­
he claims, (and we have no good grounds 
to doubt it), that what he did in that 
matter he did as instructed by his~"file­
leaders" under the idea that all must do 
as they were counselled to do by their 
superiors in the priesthood. John D. 
Lee's testimony-that written by his 
own hand just prior to his execution­
and especially that in which he cmld 
have no selfl>h ends to _gain is entitled 
to be heard and believed. And what he 
sa:y s in respect to the successor of 
Joseph the Prophet is particularly en­
titled to credence, for the reason that he 
was not a member of the Reorganized 
Church and was not likely to be. His 
testimony being true (and scores of old 
Latter Day Saints testify similarly) what 
a seething, reeking mass of corruption 
has been the administration of Brigham 
Young V ERI'l'AS. 
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THE TWELVE SONS OF JACOB NOT 
POLYGAMISTS. 

So MUCH has been said by polygamists 
about the names of the Twelve sons of 
Jacob being inscribed on the gates of 
the Holy Jerusalem. (Ezek. 48:31, 34; 
Rev. 21 : 12), that it is worth while to· 
"Consider and examine the record to learn 
the facts of the case. Conclusions are 
often jumped to without proper examin~ 
ation of facts; and especi~lly . if some 
name that is weighty in our estimation 
should be connected with the theory. 
This is too much the case both in the 
religious and scientific worlds, in fact in 
every department of learning, theory, 
or practice, pertaining to human affairs. 
Nor is the Church of Christ entirely 
exempt from this charge, as the his­
tory of the past woefully proves, and as 
the present positively demonstrates. 
When God ordained apostles and proph­
ets,.he did not requi!e humanity to sur­
render their right of judgment at the 
feet of these men, and passively accept 
their dogmas without proper examina• 
tion. He still expects every man to 
use his God given powers, and will hold 
each man individually responsible for 
the proper use of them, or the parable 
()fJhe t:tle.!l!S _hllLilO~lll.eal}ing, ... Is:tiah .. 
said, ''To the law and to the testimony; 
if they speak not according to this word 
it is because there is no light in them," 
(Isa. 8: 20). Jeremiah said, 11Cursed . 

be the man that putteth his trust in 
man, and maketh flesh his arm," (Jer. 
17 : 5). Paul said, "Though we or an 
angel from heaven preach ~ny other 
gospel unto you than that which ye 
have received let him be accursed," 
(Gal. 1). John said, "If any man come 
unto you and bring not this doctrine, 
receive him not into your house," (2 J no. 
10). These instructions show the abso­
lute. necessity of rejecting every thing 
that is not founded on God's word, no 
m'atter from what sJurce it comes. 

Polygamists, in order to impress our 
minds with the pretended sacredness of 
polygamy, have boastingly, and, as they 
think; triumphantly pointed to the fact 
that upon the gates ofthe Holy Jerusalem 
the names of the twelve Patriarchs are 
to be indelibly and prominently engrav­
ed; and they proudly tell us this is 
God's final endorsement of polygamy. 

That their n-ames are to be written, 
holy writ plainly avers; but that it is 
written as an endorsement of polygamy, 
holy writ doth not say, nor can any such 
conclusion be drawn from any part of 
God's word. The sacred historian enu· 
merates "the souls that came with .Jacob 
into Egypt, which came out of his loins, 
besides Jacob's sons' wives, ali the souls 
were three. score and six; and the sons 
of Joseph which were born to him in 
Egypt were two souls: all the souls of 
the house of Jacob which came into 
Egypt were three score and ten,11 (Gen. 
46). 

From this statement it is evident these 
D:lflll did not practice polygamy. The 
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idea of ~Levi living one hundred and 
thirty seven years and having but three 

children, yet being a polygamist, is pre­
posterous. (See Exodus 7: 16). Nor 
is there the first jotting of a pen to show 
that either of his brethren practiced it. 
It is true Judah was guilty of harlotry, 
(Gen. 38), and Simeon had a son by a 
Canaanitish woman, (Gen. 46: 10), but 
his wife was either dead, or this woman 
was not his lawful wife, or she would 
not be. spoken of in the manner she is 
here mentioned. His other sons are 
called "the sons of Simeon," but Shaul 
is called "the son of a Canaanitish wom­
an," which would. seem to indicate his 
illegitimacy. (Exod. 6: 15). Will our 
polygamist friends who boast so much 
of the purity of their associations, and 
declare so loudly that there is little or 
no illicit intercourse among them, and 
who claim to punish with death the 
adulterer, justify the harlotry of Judah, 
and of Simeon, in mder to prop up their 
rotten system, and thus give the lie to 
all their boasted v'irtue and purity? 
This is what they are doing when they 
hold up these acts of these men as mod­
els of purity, and as a reason for their 
names being found on the pearly gates. 
Shame on such inconsistency ! But it 
shows the desperate straits to which 
they are driven in order to justify their 
teaching and practice of that which God 
has decreed is "abominable" before him. 

Since there is no evidence that these 
twelve men practiced polygamy, it fol­
lows that either their father did not 
teach it unto them, or if he did they 
were disobedient to his instructions. If 
the old Patriarch had recognized polyg­
amy as divine in its origin, and the only 
means of exaltation in God's kingdom, 
he would most certainly have urged up­
on them the necessi~y of compliance 

with the institution; and if they per­
sisted in rebellion against it, then to 
give them a part in the holy city, and 
inscribe their names upon its pearly 
gates, would be to place a very high 
premium on disobedience and 'tend to 
bring thif:l so called "celestial law" into 
contempt. For if celestial honors and 
glory can be obtained regardless of that 
law, then the law is useless, and that 
fact would either fas,ten upon the divine 
character the stamp of folly, or "Upon 
this pretended law the "abominable" 
character which God has g~ven it; for 
he has declared it to be "abominable be­
fore him." 

Further; admitting that the other 
sons may have been disobedient; surely, 
Joseph chosen and honored of God to 
be a' Savior unto his father's house, 
blessed as he was with dreams and in­
terpretations from God, would have 
bowed in submission to the "celestial 
order," and sacrificed his m~nogamic 
ideas on the altar of polygamy, instead 
of being "cooped up'' with one wife; 
and all the foundation of his future ex­
altation and greatness to be two, only 
two little boys, instead of laying a 
foundation deep and broad with many 
wives and children, upon which he 
could build a kingdom · worthy of "a 
god." How short sigh led Joseph must 
have been ! Or had he heard the dis­
putes that often passed between his ll10th­
er and Leah? Perhaps all the sons re­
membered the jealousies and heart burn· 
ing envyings and strifes that used to ex­
ist in their father's household, and con­
cluded that au institution. thaL:wlJ..B. tlt.e. 
cause of such confusion and evil could 
not have the sanction of the God of love 
and peace; much less could he be its 
author. We repeat, there is no evi­
dence that Jaco'Q's twelve sons rractice~ 
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polygamy, nor that he taught them so hosa:nnahs from the heavenly choir! 
to do; and certainly the sacred historian Polygamists, and all who have loved. and 
would not have neglected to record such made lies their refuge, will find those 
~> t · · h h 8· • n mt' ute h's gat. es forever closed, and A.b.rah. am'~ 1ac s, smce e a g1ve a n 1 ~ 

tory of their families; and if this polyg- bosom forever barred against them, un­
less they iike him shall have bitterly re­amy had been of God, he would have 
pen ted and forsaken aU such. abomi. 

noted their obedience or disobedience of • 
nations. For, "lt is written," "And 

it, since it is claimed to form so import~ there shall .in no wise enter into it any-
ant a pars in the divine economy. We thing that defileth, neither :whatsoever 
must search, therefore, for some other 

worketh abomination or maketh a lie.'' 
reason than the practice of polygamy for ....:. Rev. 21 : 27. 
their names being inscribed· on the gates 

I beseech you then in. Christ's stead, 
of. the Celestial City. Undoubtedly it is be ye reconciled to God as Abraham 
because they sincerely repented of all was; and put- away your Hagars as _he 
their sins, looking fo):'ward in faith and. did, and live in harmony with that mar~. 
confidence to that promised "seed" in b riage law given to man in the eginning, 
whom all the families of the earth were 

renewed to Noah, honol'ed by Moses and 
to be blessed; and through obedience to the prophets, declared by Malachi, re-
the true gospel, obtained the remission iterated by the Son of God, enforced by 

·of their sins, and then continuing to· 
the apostles, and restored again in the 

walk with God, kept themselves free fulness of the gospel in these last days, 
from the lu.sts of the world, and bring-. "Thou shalt lov.e thy wife with all thy 
ing their flesh subject to the Spirit of heart and cleave unto her and none else." 
God, they became indeed worthy sJns ( 

7 
v Do<r. and Cov. sec. 12, par. ,.) ":.t.' or 

of the friend of God, and no less worthy there shall not any man among you have 
fathers of the twelve tribes of the chosen 

save it be one wife j and concubines he 
people of God. shall have none." (Book of Mormon p. 

They knew well that Abraham had 118.) The twelve Patriarchs were not 
put away polygamy in the form of the polygamists ! 
bond woman, with the child of the flesh, CHARLES. DERRY. 

Ishmael, and had returned to his first 
love, S:uah,, renouncing Mncubinage; 
and that, through Isaac, the child of 
promise, the blessings were to come; 
and while they renounced the works of 
the flesh, they followed his example of 
repentance and a godly life, and hence 
their names will stand· indelibly en­
graved in letters of golden light upon 
the pearly gates of the holy city; and 

····\vhna·a:u·~otner·:monogammswl:io·ha.ve 

obeyed the sume gospel, following the 
footsteps of the lowly Savior, avoiding 
polygamy and all other evils of the flesh, 
shall be heartily .welcomed with glad 

BRIGHAMITE TEMPLES. 
MR. PHIL RoBINSON, the probably well 
paid apologist for Bdghamite Mormon­
ism,. in his work, "Sinners and Saints," 
says. some .curious and suggestive things 
of . the Brighamite temples. When 
speaking of the .. unfinished temple at 
Manti, he says: 

"The plan of the building inside differs 
·from~those of the temples at Logan, St. 
George, ari.d Salt Lake City, [and, we may 
add, all of them "differ" from ariy and all 
temples, ancient or moders, whi~;Jh were 
commanded of God·to be built.~Ed], which 
again differ from each other; for it is a 
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curious fact that the ritual of the secret cere­
monies, to which these buildings are chiefly 
devoted, is still under elaboration and im­
perfect, so that each temple in turn varies from 
its predecessor, to suit the latest alterations 
made in the Endowments and other rites cel­
ebrated within its walls." 

These facts of change and variation 
prove what we have always claimed; to­
wit: that the Brighamite temples are 
bum without divine authority and ap­
pointment; for they are built without 
special revelation from God, confessedly; 
neither are they built after any divine 
"patterns," ancient or modern; hence 
G!)d is in no sense the author of them, 
nor will heaven accept them, nor the 
rites and ceremonies administered in 
them; for Jesus says, "Every plant 
which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted shall be rooted up;" and Joseph 
the Seer says, whatsoever is not ordain­
ed of God, he will not honor. 

Mr. Robinson furthc;r says: 
In my description of the Logan temple, 1 

gave a aketchof the purposes for which'the 
various parts of the building were intended. 
That sketch, of course, can not pretend to 
be exact, for only those Mormons who have 
worked through the degrees can tell the 
whole truth; and as yet no one has divulg­
ed it. But with a general knowledge of 
the rites, and an intimate acquaintance 
with Freemasonry, I have, I believe, put to­
gether the only reliable outline that has 
ever been published, The Manti temple 
will have the same arrangements of bap­
tismal fount and dressing rooms on the 
ground floor, but as well as I could judge 
from the unfinished state of the building, 
the 'endowments,' in the course of which 
are symbolical representations of the Crea­
tion, Temptation, and Fall, will be spread 
over two floors, the apartment for •baptism 
for the dead' occupying a place on the lower. 
The •sealing' is performed on the third. I 
have an objection to prying into matters 
which the Mormons are so earnest in keep. 
ing secret but as a jJ1ason,, the connection be­
tween Masonry and Mormonism is too fas-

oinating a subject to resist curiosity alto­
gether." 

In this last quotation we have renew­
ed evidence, given by a favored friend 
of the Utah Mormons, and "a Mason" 
too, that the "endowments" had by these 
Mormons are in striking "connection" 
with Masonry. This is what we have 
claimed. 

Now if the Brighamite leaders would 
confess, as they ought to do, that their 
"endowments" are ·and were only cor­
rupted copies from M~onry, as Masons 
know they are, and not call them God­
given endowments, their imposition 
would not be so harmful, and there 
would not be such grounds for -com­
plaint. But when they steal many of the 
distinctive features of Masonry, corrupt­
ing them with a view to avoid detection, 
and then palm the base, damning coun­
terfeit upon unlearned and credulous 
people as heaven's "endowJllent of power 
from on- high," it is both just and es­
sential to expose, re~>ist, an4 fitly de­
nounce the gilded lie, and hold it up to 
the gaze of all. 

Mr. Robinson explains that the Brig­
hamite temples differ from each other, 
for the reason "that the ritual of the 
secret ceremonies to which these build· 
ings are chiefly devoted, is st.ill under 
elaboration and imperfect, so that each 
temple in turn partially varies from its 
predecessor, to suit the latest alterations 
made in the endowments and other rites 
celebrated within its walls." 

Here we have it-change! change! ! 
change ! ! ! like the drifting clouds and 
shifting sands. Permanence, stability, 
and unchangeability, are seen in-God 
and his works; but variation, fickleness, 
and change mark the works of men and 
dembns. "l am the Lord, I change 
not."-Mal. 3: 6. "Meddle not with 
them that are given to change."-Prov. 
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24:21. Joseph the Seer said Adam And these .said ''Scriptures': set forth 
was "the first to hold the spiritual plainly the qualifications of d~acons in 
blessinglil, to w\om was made known the these words: ., 
plan of ordinances for the salvation of "Likewise must the deacons be grave, not 
his posterity unto the end, and to whom double-tongued, not given to much wine, 

d l not greedy of filthy lucre; holding the mys-
Christ was first revealed;" an a so that tery of the faith in a pure conscience. And 
God "set the ordinances to be the same let these also first. be proved; thenletthem 
forever and ever~"-See Church His., · d us.e .. the. office of.·· a . deaco:11, b~I.ng, foun 
tory, Millennial Star; Why do the blameless. Even so must their wives be 
Brighamite leaders denounce those who grave, not.slanderers, sober, faithfulin all 
changed the primitive order of Christi- things. Let the deacons. be the husbands 

of one wife, ruling their children and their anity, al)d those professing Christians 
own houses well. For they that have used 

who fail to teach, believe, and practice the office 'of a deacon. well, purchase to 
it, when they themselves are changing themselves a good .degree, and great. )Jold­
-continually changing~the doctrines, ness in the faith which is in Chris.t Jesus." 
rites, ceremonies, and well nigh all oth- By this we see that the Brighamite 
~;r institutions with which they have Deacons, and those of the true Church 
had to do ever since 1844! The changes of Christ differ widely, and that the 
t~ey have made are as great, and equally apostles. of the two· churches do not 
as. hurtful, as those made by the Romish agree at all in respect to the necessary 
Ohurch:-all done by the Jdictates of qualification of deacons. The'teachings 
blind leaders, and contrary .to the plainly of Paul in the matter, . endorsed and 
written word of' God and the funaa- made binding upon the Saints'by rave­
mental usages of Christ's Church. Be- lation through Joseph the Seer, are the 
ware of them. For as sur.e as l God's law to all worthy to be called· Saints; 
word is true, they err greatly. "And he that doeth them not shall be 

· -. - damned, if he co~tinues.'' By this we 
BOY DEACONS. may know the fate of .those who teach 

IN a sermon of H. J. Grant, (son of and practice to the contrary. And this 
the late Jedediah Grant) now one cf is but one instance out of very n;tany in 
the Utah Mormon apostles, he instructs, which the doctrine of Christ's Church 
the Snake River Conference to .ordain 

has been corrupted and contradicted by 
''young boys" to the office of Deacon. 
These .are the words as published in the 

the Utah leaders .. 

Deseret News, July 16th, past: "He SEED UNTO THE LORD. 
wanted to see the Bishops ordain the .. Ques . ..:...,.For what purpose did the 
young boys to the office of Deacon.'' Lord bring Lehi, and his company to 

The law of the Church of Christ, America? 
given Febrqary 9th, 1831, commands Ans.-''That they might raise up 
the Saints .thus.: seed unto the Lord in the land of prom-
~-<•Thou~,shalt-tabth~r-thirrgs,whteh~tlnn.r ,:ise."=l Neplii 2: 2. 
hast received, which have been given unto . Q.-And what kind.of marriage did 
thee in my Scriptur.es for a law, to be my, · 

the Lord command through which to law to govern the church; and he that 
doeth according to these things, shall be "raise up seed unto the Lord ?'1 ' 

saved; and he that doeth them not shall be A.-He commanded monogamy, and 
damned, if hCl continues." forbade . polygamy, saying, "that they 
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should h~ve, save it were one wife; and 
concubines they should have none; and 
there should not be whoredoms com­
mitted among them."-Book of Jacob 
2:9. 

Q.-Who are the seed of the Lord? 
A.-"Behold I say unto. you, that who­

soevel' has heard the words of the 
prophets, yea, all the holy prophets who 
have prophesied concerning the coming 
of the Lord; I say unto you, that all 
those who have hearkened unto their 
words, and believed that the ·tord would 
redeem his people, and have looked for­
ward to· that day for a remission of their 
sins; I say unto you, that these a1·e his 
seed, or they are heirs of the kingdom o( 
God; for these are they whose sins he 
has borne; these are they for whom he 
has died, to redeem them from their 
transgressions. And now, are they not 
his seed? Yea, and. are not the proph­
ets, every one that has opened his mouth 
to prophesy, that has not fallen into 
transgression; I mean all the holy 
prophets ever since the world began? 
I say unto you that they are his seed; 
and these are they who have published 
peace, who have brought good tidings 
of good, who have published salvation, 
and said unto Zion, thy God reigneth. 
And 0 how beautiful upon the moun­
tains were their feet!" -Mosiah 8 : 5. 

Q.-Have we further proofd that all 
the righteous disciples of Christ, and 
those only, are the Seed of the Lord? 

A.-Yes; Paul says, "For ye are all 
the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus. For as many of you as have 
been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. * * * And if ye be Christ's, 
then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs 
according to promise."-Gal. 3: 26, 27, 
29. And this is confirmed by the teach­
ings o£ the Book of Doctrine and Cov-

enants, as follows: "Hearken unto the 
voice of the Lord your God, while I 
speak .. unto you, Emma Smith, my 
daughter; for verily I say unto you, all 
tliose who receive my gospel are sons and 
daughters in my kingdom."-July, 
1830, Sec .. 24: 1. 

CONSCIENCE. 

BRIGHAM YOUNG in a late sermon in 
the Tabernacle said : 

"But in the things pertaining to . con­
science, no man, no set of men, no .Gover­
nor, no President, can control me before my 
God. I must control my own heart, my own 
feelings. I am a free man in relation to 
these matters, not bowing to any majority, 
nor to any party. So are all the Latter Day 
Saints. We are free to worship God ac­
cording to the dictates of our own con­
science.'' 

This was said referring to the prac­
tice of polygamy in Utah, Arizona and 
New M!3xico, by Mormons. Mr. Young 
further said : 

'•But, says one, you are ·breaking the 
laws. How do you know we are breaking 
the laws? I think some one has written, 
and it used •to be taken for sound doctrine, 
that a bad law is no law at all. But it is 
not so now." 

We present this to our readers that 
they may see what kind of tnen some of 
the Utah Mormon "apostles" are, and 
how widely their teachings differ from 
those of Paul, Peter, Joseph the Seer, 
and other men of God. 

Mr. Young assumes for himself and 
fellows to judge of the anti-polygamy 
laws, in the various territories at least, 
and then to break them when they are 
contrary to their conscience! His~pre­

tended "conscience" is, according to his 
logic, far superior to the laws of the 
land, the conscience. of 50,000,00.0 
Americans, and that of the civilized 
world! 

The "conscience" of Saul of Tarsus 
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moved him to persecute-even to mur­
der-the early Christians. The "con­
science" .of Hindoos moved them to 
burn w.idows on the funeral pyre of 
their hu~bands. The "conscience"· of 
the Free·lovers of the Oneida commun­
ity led them into most shameful excesses 
a.nd o~trageous sins ... And nearly all 
the evils and errors of perverted Chris. 
tianity are traceable, largely, to the 
warped, d,eranged, and corrupt()d con­
sciences of those who perpetrated them. 
A "good .conscience"-.that which .is 
based upon and sanctified by justice, 
equity, truth, and pure love is most de­
sirable; but a bad conscience-that 
which. arises from error in judgment, 
selfish motives, Just, religious fanati­
cism, and the like-is an evil and blind 
and.ruinous guide. And, now that the 
conscience af .Mr. Young and his fel­
lows leads them to can .that good·wb.ich 
God and all civilized people denounce as 
unjust, unequal, impur.e, impolitic, 
"abominable," "·a grosser crime," "in· 
iquity," and their like, it is .high time 
that their said conscience ·be educated 
out of its errors; and lifted up to a far 
higher plane, and if moral suasion fails, 
then· the strong arm of civil law should 

GEORGE QJCANNON'S GOD,, 

IN a sermon in Deseret;News,\June 11th•; 
1884, Geo. Q. Cannon repudiates Brig­
ham's God, in these.words;-"OurLord 
and Savior Jesus Christ whom we wor­
ship a( God, was a man like unto us, so 
mu,ch so that his divinty was not recog­
.nized thro~gh any external, signs ?rthe 
Jews. There was nothing about ·His; 
person .. that they could discover that 
would make Him a God, the Creator of 
the heavens and the earth.'1 · 

Now, Brigham Young taught., and 
the sa~e is published in the Journal. of 
Discourses vol. 1, p. 50, that, "Adam" 
is our father and our God, and the only 
God with whom we have to do.'' 

Brigham, of course, by this statement 
confesses that ke did not worship Christ 
as (iod, but Adam. 

We are glad to see that Elder Can­
non does not accept, or has turned from, 
Brigham's idolatrous worship. May we 
~ope he (and his co-religionists) will 
continue to reject Brighamite heresies 
and return to the ·only sound and safe 
doctrineS--'-those found in the sacred 

"books, the Book of Mormon, Inspired 
Translation, and Nauvoo Doctrine and 
Covenants. 

'interpose and suppress the evils grqw- - .,_ 
BEA.UTIFY YOUR HOMES.­ing out of such a perverted conscience. 

THE home should be as 'beautiful and If Mr. Young and his fellows will not 
h 1 f h 1 d b h pleasant as it is possible to make it. o}>e,y t e . aws o t e . ;ln. · ecause t ey 

are contrary to their conscience.:...real Home is the place of rest and pure en- . 
or. pretended-then he and they should joyment. It is the refuge .from care, 
not complain if they are visited with a trouble, and all the tumult(' and tur­
section of National wrat4, arising from moils oflife. it is the one spot where 
an outraged national conscience! They the heart's purest affections garner them· 

~ ·~wiH~b~likely -to~findr at no very distant~ -selves~and seek their chosen ~;resting 
time, that this matter of conscienee is place. It is the woman's first duty to 
many-sided, and that the civilized wodd 
must be heard in the premises,forthey, make this dwelling place, o.ver which 
too, have a conscience. she is the mother.queen, as cheery, 

"Sandheden's Banner," a Danish Chur.ch 
paper, $1 per year, will appear next week. 
Send to Herald Office, Lal!loni, Iowa. 

cozy and lovely as she can. The first 
requisite fqr this desired consummation 

·. fS thatSlie~llei'Self"he-:hajip-;; hoperur; 
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pleasant, and contentedly agreeable. 
To become this she must live hygien­
ically, she must eat proper food, wear 
comfortable clothes, and not be oppressed 
by too many cares and burdens. If 
she is her own housekeeper she should 
study to do her work on the most simple 
and easy plan, cook but a few dishes at 
a time, and have each as perfect in it­
self as possible. 

Woman has. no more important duty 
than that of making home pleasant. 
Neatness and cleanliness are indispen­
sable to a cheery, cozy-looking room. 
A plai~ room, plainly furnished and 
scrupulously clean, is far more bright 
and beautiful than a more pretentious 
one richly adorned with costly furniture 
that is soiled, mutilated, and always in 
disorder. A few thrifty, nicely-kept 
flowering plants and trailing vines are 
one ,of the most enlivening adjuncts to a 
living room, and a sheltered, sunny win­
dow, is far better for them, in mod­
erately cool weather, than the over­
heated and often dusty inside position, 
and they are just as easily seen also. 
A few nice pictures on the walls are 
always pleasing; but no picture that 
shocks the feelings should ever have a 
place there. Pictures of war, murder, 
death-bed scenes, animal fights, and 
other soulcharrowiog views ought never 
to be made at all, and especially allowed 
within the sacred precincts of home. 
Bright, gay, happy and inspiring views 
alone should meet thega:te of the family 
circle. Should there be unsightly ob­
jects, in the room or recesses that con­
tain unnecessary adjuncts to comfort 
and convenience, a bright chintz cur­
tain will screen them from . view, and 
will of itself make a pleasa.n t resting­
place for the eye. Should a bit of 
plastering fall from the wall a piece of 

white muslin neatly pasted over :the 
place will hide the defect and save all 
further scaling off and drippings of lit­
ter. In a thousand ways one can veil 
the ugly and add to the beautiful, until 
the humblest little home may become a 
very bower of pleasantness and cheerful-
ness. , 

The love of the beautiful ·needs the· 
fostering care of every one who would 
make life pleasant and happy. Who­
ever creates a lovely picture, whether 
on canvas, in a poem, or on the broad 
brown bosom of mother earth, or in1 a 
cosy, cheerful home, adds to the world'~ 
priceless treasure, and does something 
towards elevating, refining, and happify­
ing the race.--Health and Home. 

Material greatness is not the sole guar­
antee of social progress. The emotions are 
as much to be heeded as the intellect, and 
no system of religion has social ·worth 
where the heart is .sacrificed to the head. 

PAY THE PRINTER. 
Please look at the label on your Anvo· 

cATE, and if in arrears remit at once to 
Joseph Smith, box 82, Lamoni, Decatur Co , 
Iowa. 

~----· 
I WISH through the .Advocate, to invite 

correspondance with any oldtime Saints 
from Lancashire, England., I sailed with 
my family in the Clara Wheeler in 1854. 
D. C. Brand and A. W. Rees were there. 
The time and scenes and inconveniences 
are yet fresh in my memory. 

TKOS. R. ALLEN. 
CLEVELAND, Lucas Co., Iowa. 

THE SAINTS' HERALD. 
Official paper of the Reorganized Church of Jesus 

Chriat of Latter Day Saints, explanatory of the faith 
of the Church, and contains correspondence from dif· 
ferent parts of the world, giving accounts of the pro· 
gress of the Church, and setting forth the dealings of 
God with his people. Published every week, sixteen 
large pages. Joseph Smith, Editor. 

Address all business communications to Joseph 
Smith, Lamoni) Decatur Comity, Iowa. 
· Price $2.50 per year. 

Subscriptions earnestly solicited. Subscribe for 
yourselves and for friends deceived by The Latter 
Day Apostasy. ' 

THE SAINTS' ADVOCATE; 
A monthly, religious journal, published in the inter 
ests of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, and in the special Interest of the 
Utah Mission of said Church, and Edited by W. W. 
Blair. 
T~rms, 50 cents per year, In advance; eleven copies 

to one address, $5; or, twenty-two copies, to one ad­
dress, $10. Subscribers desiring It can pay in six 
months, by giving notice. 

Remittances mnst be sent toW. W. Blair or to Jo· 
seph Smith, Lamoni, Decatur County, Iowa. 
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PRO.I!'ESSOR LEWiS AND BOOK OF 
MORMON. 

PROF. LEWIS in reply to .. Jo~eph Cook 
said in the Salt Lake Tabernacle of 
late: "I de(y any one to show me where 

the .Book of Mormon endorses polygamy. 
You can not find an endorsement within 

its covers from beginning to end." 
Pretty good for .Bro. Lewis. Now 

let him and all polygamists read the 

following, and they will find that the 
laws and_principles in said book will be 
the rule by which Latter Day Saiots 
will finally be judged, as al~o all na;;ions 

who possess sa1d book; 
"Wherefore, these things shall go from 

generation to generation as long as the 
earth shall stand; and they shall go accord­
ing to the will and pleasure of God; and 
the uations who shall possess them, shall 
be judged of them according to the words 
which are written."-:! Neph1ll:6. 

And of the plates from which the 

book is taken, .IY1u.rmon said : 
"And I know that they will be preserved; 

for there are great things written upon 
them, out of which rrq people and their 
brethren shall be judged at the great and 
last day, according to the word of God which 
is written. "-Book of Mormon 1:4. 

The word of God m sa1d book, (Jacob 
1:4, and;&: ti-ll; JYlusiah 7: 1-9 i .l!lther 

4:5 ), declares polygamy a ''Wicked prac­
tice," "sin,'' ••very abominable," ''a 
grosser crime," "'Iniquity," ''whoz·e­
doms," ''wickedness and abominationc1" 

•·bad examples," and aay~ 1·• causes 

gnef, aud blLterues~, and mouruing, and 
ucatu, ana le<~Uil w "~Ua!. Ja.lie of fire 
and bru..u~to.uc whlCh 11:1 tnu second 
death.'' 

W ny wlil profes~:~ed .LaLtt:r .Uq Sainte 

oee~>. w judHIJ' polygamy, wneu the plain 
word or ll-uu coudcmut~ lt! · 

HAR'f'i:l "P.l:WVli:llO.NAKY ULAUSE."(l) 

JAMES H. HART, iawyt:r, preaiJher, and 
J:Jlrol~ntolUn Ag<luo a~ N t; .v 'i ork for tho 
.Bn.,;naume Unurcll1 witeu writing to 
tlle Wurtd 11.1 regard to d1e difl:erent 
ed1tions of tne Book of .ll(,nuon says : 

"T ney all contain t.tae da.'-l:e prohibition 
aga.1nst plural marriage; out that pxo· 
lnl:lltlon was to a peopi" wno lived OVC!' 

two tnousauct years ago, .. nct connected 
wnu sald J!I'OnlbHlon is tll<J folluwmg prt•· 
v1siouar.Y clause, wnwh IS rouu.t in every 
tdnloll of sale! book: ·Fot· 1! l will, salt!!. 

tne Lord ot H.osLs, raise up seed unto me, L 
wtll comrnarH! ill,)' people; oLllerwlso, they 
onall nearKeu to cnese Lll.l.u<l"·'" 

Thl~ 1~ ~he old and oft; repeated per·­
versiun u! a very p1Mu text, when that 
text IS t:xpl<~iued oy wh~t goes before 
a.nd. ful!owti atLer lt. '.ihe J..ord here 

Hmply aasero<~ that 1t 1~, and wiU be, 

I 
his WlH1 h1~ ne;ht, to command his 
!Jeople in regard to marriage and the 
xehmous of the sexeo; and. that his 
peup1t: ;shaH nut foHuw then: own notion~> 
1u regard •o t.lle~e maLtet;>, neither shall 
they jutiH(y polygamy ;.;ud oonoubinage 
IJ.Y wnat w •·wuLoeu oouceruing David 

al.ld ~o1omon/' nor "do 1lke unto them 
of' old." ( J Ullu ;,he thing1:1 the Brigham· 
i~e leaders are d.omg l) 
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The word "for," in what Mr. Hart excuse themselves in co:nmitting whore­
calls the "provisionary clause," is a con- doms, because of the things which were 
nective conjunction, and Webster says written concerning David, and Solomon 
it means ''since; because; introducing his son. Behold, David ami Solomon 
a reason of something before advanced; truly had many wives and concubines, 
a cauee, motive, explanation, justifica- which thing was abominable before me, 
tion, or the like, of an action related or saith the Lord; wherefore, thus saith 
a statement made." This is just its the Lord, I have led this people forth 
use and office in the passage quoted. out of the land of Jerusalem, by the 
The Lord had just condemned polygamy power of mine arm, that I might raise 
and concubinage in the most severe up unto me a nghteous branch [seed. 
terms, pointing out the evils growing Ed.] from the fruit of the loins of 
ou~ of thew, and the errors in heart and J os€ph. Wherefore, I, the Lord God, 
theory that led to them, and then com- will not suffer that this people shall do 
manded that "there shall not any man like unto them of old." [That is, in 
among yon have save it be one wife, and regard to polygamy and its like. And 
concubines he shall have none; for I, "like unto them of old" here includes 
the Lord God, delighteth in the chastity all the ancient Israelitish polygamists 
of women, and whoredoms are an abom- -Abraham, Jacob,"and all others --Ed.] 
ination before me; thus saith the Lord "Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and 
of Hosts. Wherefore, this people shall hea1·ken to the word of the Lord: For 
keep my commandments, saith the Lord there shall not any man among you 
of Hosts, or cursed be the land for their have save it be one wife; and concubines 
sakes." And now comes the explanatory he shall have none; For I, the Lord 
clause, "introducing a reason'' of what God, delighteth in the chastity of 
he had before stated, a "justifica· women''-Jac.lb 2:6. 
tion," and an "explanation" of why he In the foregoing it is seen that the 
had forbidden polygamy and the like, purpose and design of God was to "raise 
and enjoined monogamy. He brought up seed unto the Lord," to "raise up a 
these Israelites to the land of AmeriJa righteous branch" among these Israel­
for the express and avowed purpose, to ites; and to do this he peremptorily 
"raise up seed unto the Lord;" (1 Ne- ' forbids polygamy and the like, and pro­
phi 2: 2); and had commanded them vi des monogamy; and then he asserts 
through Lehi "that they should have, his right to command, his will to com­
save it were one wife; and cuncubnws maud, in these important matters, and 
they shouLd. have none." (B. of Jacob notifies them that in case he does not 
2:7 -9). But in the days of J aeob these thereafter renew these commands, they 
people "began to grow hard in their shall "hearken to these things," whici' 
hearts, and indulge themselves some- he had already said about the matter. 
what in wicked practices, such as like But there is not the remotest hint of, 
unto David of old, desiring many wives or provision for, his ever giving contrary 
and concubines;" (Jacob 1 :4); and the commands, but only for a renewal, when 
Lord said further: •·This people begin needed. And thio; renewal may be fouud 

in the constitutional law of the church, 
to wax in iniquiLy; they understand given February 9th, 1831, in Doctrine 
not the scriptures; for they seek to and Covenants. 
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M:r. Hart evidently means to say that 
the teachings of the Book of Mormon 
are not binding upon the Latter Day 
Saints, for he says "that prohibition 
[against plural marriage, Ed.] was to a 
people who lived over two thousand 
years ago.'' This, we know, is the 
theory of the Utah leaders, and has been 
for the past forty years. But the Lord 
teaches differently. He says: "And 
this condemnation resteth upon the 
children of Zion, even all; and they 
shall remain under this condemnation 
until they repent and remember the 
new covenant, even the Book of Mormon, 
and the former commandments which l 
have given them, not only to say, but to 
do according to that which I have writ­
ten"-Doc. and Cov., Rev. 22d and 23d 
September, 1832, par 8. 

By these things we see that Mr. Hart. 
and his fellows :flatly cont.radict. the 
sacred books of the church, and are 
found fighting against God! 

DISENTHRALLED. 

Scott .Anderson Writes Strongly to 
President John Taylor. 

He Was Deceived9 and is Disgusted 
With their Creed. 

EDS TRIBUNE :-If you think proper, 
you are at liberty to publish the enclosed, 
which is a copy of my letter to President 
John Taylor, withdrawing from the 
church over which he presides. 

Yours respectfully, 
SCOTT ANDERSON. 

SALT LAKE, Sep. 23d, 1884. 

MR. ANDERSON'S LETTER. 

SALT LAKE CITY, Sep. 22d, 1884. 
President John Taylor: 

SIR: Duty imperatively demands that 
as I am about to withdraw from the 
church over which you preside, I make 
known to you and all whom it may con­
cern, the reasons which have compelled 
me to take this step. 

When I joined the Mormon Church 
a little over five years ago, I believed 
implicitly, as I do now, that the Bible 
was the word of God and the rule of 
faith, and while t.he "Book of Mormon" 
and "Doctrine and Covenants" were re­
ferred to as additional revelations, they 
nowhere contradict the Bible, but rather 
establish it. 

Before joining the Church I became 
acquainted with Elder Wm. Budge, 
John Nichoison, Francis Cope, James 
L. Bunting and others. Elder Nichol­
son preached from the Bible only, and 
almost entirely dwelt on what is known 
as the first principleR, claiming that 
these principles were what had been 
introduced by our Savior, and pteached 
by his immediate apostles, but that men 
had wandered away from them and had 
fallen into darkness and superstition. 
I had heard a great many things about 
the Mormons that were not.hing to their 
credit, consequently the eminent social 
qualities and gentlemanly conduct of 
Elder Cope won my admiration and 
esteem. I was greatly pleased to find 
him a monogamist, for while I could not 
deny that many good men in the past 
had had more wives than one,· I never 
for one moment assented to the idea that 
there was any virtue in such a proceed­
ing, or that it merite,1 or would receive 
any reward. I joined your church on 
the 20th day of May, 1879, and during 
the first two years of my membership I 
faithfully adhered to it and would have 
given my life to defend it. During all 
this time I never heard of Adam bet'ng 
God, never heard of blood atonement, 
never heard of polygamy being required 
of all men before they attain to the 
highest glory, never dreamed that Brig­
ham Young or any one else coolly threw 
the Bible overboard and preached what-
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ever they plEased and I was bound to 
Mcept it as the revelations of God. I 
do not and can not acouse these men of 
having tald me auything fal~e, but thev 
certainly wHh held the horrible doct.rine-s 
against which my soul revolts. 

The first shock I rBceived was from 
Albert Carrington, who succe(lded Wm. 
Budge a~ president of the European 
mission. William Budge nlways appear­
ed to me in the light of a most kind, 
l!entleman!v nnd truly Christian man. 
H was nor. 11nnatural that I should look 
lor all thiF in a man who was a ~uccessor 
nf the 'rwf,lve Apostles of Christ., and 
whoRe flpePcheA and writ.ing were to bA 
r<Jeei·v11d 99 Hnriptme. Judge mv horror 
nd nnmz,,nJent. when T found that be 
oonHnnnllv •Bed Jangunge which I had 
nn lv hnnrd fr.1m the lips of the lowPst 
h!a.ckQ'unrd, ai1t1 t.'hat his conduct [J:ener­
n.llv waR somet.bing di@graceful. I saw 
L;~>' mvseH in the presence of several 
lll1ndred wiln"sses on board a t.ug boat 
in Liverpool conduct. bimselfso disgrace­
lnllv with a young girl, t.ben a servant 
in f ·H'ol mis~!nn houqe, tha~ every elder 
pre ~nt h(.Jd hiA J,ead down wit,h ~name. 
I was so Hut. T ~lmn~t left. fb11 

elders came to me anil asAm·ed me tbal; 
SIV'h eoniuc~. would not h<J overlooked 
but w.m~d he promptly dealt with bv 
the anfl:orities. I beHeve\1 this, ani! 
shortly nflerwards left Liverpool t.o 
make my wav to Utah, in obedience to 
the com1:.1and t.o !Zat.be'!'. T left bebinil 
me a de11r old mot'her, friend~, associate~, 
companions, count.ry, everything, and 
with my ta.mily came to Salt Lake. 
God, who a.lone judges the hearts of' 
men, knO'VEI !be sincerity and purity of 
my ini<'nti;HJR. T imagined that I had 
oome lo t.he Kingdom of God to help to 
build it up. What dWI find f I found 

that God-the God of the Bible-is not 
even worshipped by the church over 
which you preside. The God you wor. 
ship is Adam. Brigham Young teaches. 
I quote his words: "When our father 
Adam came into the Garden of Eden 
he came into it with a celestial body, 
and brought Eve, one of his wives, with 
him. He is our father and our God 

' and the ONLY God with whom we have 
to do." At first I could not bring my­
self to believe that this doctrine was 
accepted by the church, but on careful 
inquiry, I found t.o my horror and 
astonishment that it was really so. It 
is true a great many know nothing about 
it and are simply in ignorance. Those 
who do know accept it as far more to be 
relied on than any portion of the Bible, 
for they say the Bible has been trans­
lated over and over again and it may be 
wrong, but this is the direct teaching of 
a great prophet. I reject this as abom­
inable arid horrible idolatry and give it 
as one reason why I oan not remain in 
your church. 

Then there is the doctrine of blood 
atonement, which to me is simply a 
doctrine of murder. Brigham Young 
sa;s: "1 coul.d refer you to plenty of 
instances where men have been right­
eously slain in order to atone for their 
sins." Again he says: "I have seen 
scores and hundreds of people for whom 
there would have been a chance if their 
lives had been taken and their blood 
spilt upon the ground as a smoking 
incense to the Almighty." I know of 
nothing so horrible as this in all the 
idolatries which have cursed the human 
race, and it would of itself be a reason 
more than sufficient for my withdrawal 
from your church. But there are many 
more, far too many to mention in this 
letter, but I will refer to a few, 
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As I have shown, Adam is made 

God, but you do not give him much 

power, or rather leave him much, for 
you do teach that he has given you the 

power you wield. That however, mat­

ters little; you hold it and he has parted 
with it. That is my p~int. You teach 

that if a faithful son of Adam is called 
behind the veil and has no priesthood, 
God (Adam) can not give him any. 

He must wait until he gets it from the 

earth whAre you have all the power. If 
he has no wife or wives (and you teach 

that he must have at least three or he 

can not have the highest glory,) God 
(Adam) is utterly unable to help him. 

You have the keys and he wust wait 

your leisure and pleasure. In fact you 

teach that you have the power, .to make 

a God "who shall pass by the angels 

and the gods," whereas God can only 

make an angel (servant) and hardly 
that without your permission. This to 

me is mockery and silly superstition, 
and l unhesitatingly reject it. I know 

members of your church whose sincerity 

I do not doubt, and who are a very 

good people. But generally speaking I 
never saw so much hypocrisy ia my life 
as I have seen since I came to Salt Laku 

City. You profess to have a direct rev 

elation from God, commanding you to 

do no work on Sunday, but you and the 
people generally are steeped in Sabbath 

breaking. Shortly after I arrived in 
the city I found the theater open on 

Sunday, and Bishop 0 F. Whitney and 
a number of members of the church 

rehearsing plays that they were going to 
perform at conference for money. I 
found that here and in other parts of 

the Territory, rehearsals are commonly 

held in the preaching houses of the 

ward on a Sunday; that painters had 

been sent for by yourself and other 

leading members of the church to do 

work on Sunday, and that the business 
office of the church is frequently open 

all that day. and your clerks diligently 
at work. 

You profess to abhor drinking, smok­
ing and swearing. One of the heaviest 
smokers in the city is John Smith. the 
Patriarch of the whole church. Mem­
bers of the church in full fellowship 
keep Paloons, and the church organ, the 
Deseret 1Vews, opens its columns for the 
advertisements of the lowest dens in the 
city; and so far as bad language is con­
cerned, I say deliberately I have heard 
more in Salt Lake City from Latter Day 
Saints iu one year, than I heard from 
all the members of the other churches 
with whom I have been acquainted in 
the whole course of my life. Joseph F. 
Smith during last conference told the 
priesthood meeting that to obPy the 
h1:gher law they must have at leHst three 
living wives at one and the same time, 
and that anything to the contrary was a 
damned lie. You yourself in the O:<;den 
tabernacle speaking of what the Gentiles 
were trying to do, said "Who the devil 
cares?" Surely you do not think I can 
believe such language from the holy 
spirit of God. 

I now rE>quest you to erase my name 
from your books, and only add in con­
elusion that I have ba.J no quarrel, no 
di~pute, no misunderstandin!", with any 
member of your church. I h>ve i.t 
from conviction, and at the call of duty, 
well persuaded that I em meet you or 
any member of t,he church over which 
you preside at the bar of God, and look 
you in the face before him as an honest 
man. Yours Respectfully. 

SCOTT ANDERSON. 

THE LIVING ORACLES. 

THE doctri~e of "the living oncles" is 
one above others that should be ccmt,in­
ually kept beforo tbe people of Utah by 
the Reorganization writers, as no other 
has prov'en so pernicious- to them, in 
respect to the latter day work as it has. 
We hesitate not to say, that every 
feature belonging to what is everywhere 
understood as" Brighamism," that makes 
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its followers so objectionable socially, To the educational reformers, with Bret 
religiously, and politically, has grown Harte at, thei~ head, it might be s.aid 
out of this abominable heresy, to which that, although it can not be denied that 
they have unwarily become earnest a large part of Hs population has come 
votaries. from the humbler walks of life, that is 

The people of Utah, we hope, will no argument to prove the charge of 
ere long learn that the Reorganization, ignorance and immorality Does not 
although now an uncompromising enemy hiAtory assure us that the elemen'ts of 
to everything that has wrought injury national greatness, through all time, 
to them, is t,heir verv best friend. It have sprung out of the same class? 
is already beginning to be believed and From this class has come much of that 
well understood by the leading men of human greatness which has controlled 
the Nation, of every condition, that it is the world in its magnificent progression. 
the only effectual weapon that can be There it was cradled, and developed, 
used to destroy "the cancerous ulcer and thence it emerged. Where would 
from the body politic," without violence. ' the educational reformer commence his 
The Reorganization, like all other oppos- work in Utah? Let Bret Harte essay 
ing forces, perfectly understands that the task of champion in the g-ood W(·rk, 
the people of Utah need reform; but it and if I mistake not he will find at the 
differs with all others as to the kind of very commencement of his work some 
reform needed. It objects to no effurt people there as skillful in the elementa­
tbat promises even a moiety of relief to ries, and in the classics, as his anxious 
that worthy but misled people. It pos- heart may desire. 
itively admires much of the earnest The industry of the people of Utah 
religious effort put forth in its m1dst, as we have never heard questioned. Their 
evincing the fine, thoughtful working of entire work in that once desolate region 
loving christian hearts toward their should be sufficient to refute the charge 
human fellows; but at the same time it of indolence. It surely manifests an 
does not harmonize with their views unyielding devotion. Their zeal and 
that the people of Utah need, particu- determination, regardless of the most 
larly, to be educated into the labJrinth· discouraging surroundings, to carry out 
ine meshes of modern creeds. It is their principles; (however objectionable 
entirely a mistake to think so. The those principles may seem to others), 
Mormons have been in a school of none can see but must admire. 
thwlogy that has made them masters of I~ it not quite evident that the people 
the elementary doctrines of huma.n re- of Uta.h possess all the native elements 
demption. If our assertion is question- to make themselves a. grand people? 
ed, let the ablest exponents of modern That they need some 1 eforms is equally 
creeds uow laboring in Utah call evident; and the most needed is that 
upon a.ny one of the ordinary elders which ma.y be brought a.bout by properly 
there to meet them and compare author- educating them out of their religious 
ities, and we have no fear but that our errors, and into the doctrines of their 
assertion will be overwhelmingly sus own religious profession. And here 
ta.ined. lies the whole difficulty with the Mor-

W e often see and hear it expressed mon people They are solidly wedded 
by those who recommend an educational to their religious convictions, because 
reform, that Utah's population is made they believe them to be true. And all 
up of the most ignorant an~ degraded men can rest assured, that every attempt 
of European society, gathered in from made to induce them to forego those 
the vilest slums that can be found in convictions, will surely be rejected. 
those communities. We be§! leave to Neither modern creed teaching, popular 
object to such a fase and scandalous educational effort, nor the stern applica­
charge, implying as it does, a degrada- don of National legislation, nor National 
tion a.nd mcral turpitude, from which no force, oan solve the problem. Convince 
redeeming process would be adequate. them that they are entertaining heretical 
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doctrines, doctrines not in harmony with 
the fundamental principles of original 
Mormonism j thao their credulity has 
been sadly preyed upon, ancl thao they 
thereby have become the innocent vic­
tims o~· a wicked and cruel deception, 
the teachings and doings of which are 
utterly at variance with God's revealed 
word-educate them into this view. lt 
is the primary educatwr1 they ~0' much 
need; and this done, the trouble 1s over, 
and everything that 1s now so objection­
able will pass away, and they becuwe as 
earnest and loyal a people to our N atiunal 
institutions as can be found in all the 
land. 

The work of the Reorganization is 
directed to this end. It has already 
reclaimed many thousand~ by reflectmg 
God's pure light in upon those •·damna­
ble heresies" that led thew astray. And 
it will never cease Its labors until the 
whole deception crumbles and tails, and 
the last deceived one is reclaimed, and 
made to rejoice and be thankful for 
eocape from the fowler'H snare! 

Upon the calling of Joseph Smith 
there is but little d!s8imilarity between 
the people or Utah and ~>hose of the 
Reorganization; but beyond this poiut 
commences a broad divergence of v1ews, 
that makes them quite distinct. Now 
we approach the subject of "the living 
oracles," as that which creates the "great 
gulf" that divides the two peoples. It 
was this doctrme that drove the writer 
from the one, and finally intO the asso­
ciation of the other. 

Thirty-one years ago, under this Utah 
Church influence, the writer crossed the 
plains wich a company, having charge 
of a train loaded wuh supplies for the 
Utah press, which fact led us tG wake 
our last encampment upon what IS :now 
known as the •·Temple Block:." Our 
evening meal over, and seat.,d around 
our last camp fire, we were joined by 
one who ha_, long ago passed away to 
join the "silent m~jorlty." We will not 
mention hi~ name, but state mstead, 
r.t at h1s son presumes to be ciad witn 
the prophet's mantle, and tG be standmg 
in th(! prophetiC uffice of the church of 
the living God. Our conversation 
readily turned upon the latter day work, 

and to some remark of his the writer 
took exception, and questioned him 
thus: '• Well, Bro. T-r, I suppose the 
people here believe in the BGok of Cov­
enants, and the Book of Mormon, do 
they not?" 

'1'6 this he replied, "D-m the Book 
of i\brmon and the Book of Covenants! 
we have the living oracles here!" Oh, 
what au awful utterance of profanity 
that seemed to me! Its meanmg made 
~uch an indelible impression upon my 
mmd, that ttme has not, nor ever wi11, 
erase it. It is ltke a Jivmg, blazing 
picture of infamous thought, ever present 
before my mental viswn, a solemn warn­
Ing agam~t mocking things divine. 
.From that moment Utah and iLs associ­
ations cca>Jed to be attractive to me. 
To supercede those precious books, those 
priceless gifts of heavenly, present truth, 
containing, as they assuredly do, ''the 
fulness of the gospel of Christ," by a 
miserable subterfuge, (a carnal man), 
and call him a "hnng oracle," submit­
ting to his caprices as of pre-eminent 
worth to those divine precepts, to me 
exhibited a spiritual depravity, and 
morai turpitude, uoterly deplorable. Yet 
this is just the condition the people of 
Utah has been educated into. And to 
such we say, Of what use is your pre­
tended admiration of J osepll Smuh's 
work, when you thus wantonly ignore 
and trample m:.der your feet the very 
foundation upon whwh it stands, and 
must be reared! 

Joseph Sumh, as good and favored a 
wan as we all believe him ~o be, never 
arrogaMd to himself ~uch pnestly dom­
inance as lH implied in th1s Utah '"living 
oracle" dogma. Living oracle he surely 
was; but only in the true and just 
meaning-a rece1ver of Divine com­
mands. We have never heard, not even 
from the Utah leaders themselves, that 
he ever attempted a dtparture from 
thi~; but rather that he earnestly taught 
the people absolute submission to "the 
or"cles" whwh he received. This was 
hio calling; to receive, and to obelJ! 
'J'his he d1ct, and t~o taught others. And 
iGr thls alone we should admire htm, 
and as earnestly disapprove of all who 
attempt to govern and direct as "a liv-
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wg oracle," while tlltl.Y Ignortl the 
prcClOUil word God gavc l.l!w. The lW· 
pvnaw.:" uf all tlle Of!t)lllal · 'utaOltlil u! 
uuu'' given LO l>l.lU HlfvUgll Jvoepn 
bwiLh w ail w nu pwtcbll tu "'dwlrc llHI.l 

aud lllll work, 11:1 ~:~uuw n 11.1 DouLrll.le and 
UuvcnMlLo, reveiaHuu .February l:hu, 
lt:;31, par. Hi, ~r page 1~7 v1d .lilurvptal.l 
t:dlLlUl.l; 

~·J."i..l.OU ~nulL l·akt:; Lilt~ i.!llugo W..tilOLL. l·llOU 

ll<>tiL rece1v~ct, Wllloh nave o~en g1ven ultlo 
tnee m ill.)' tiCnpture~> for a law, Lo o" IU,Y 
law, to govern ill.)' CilU!'Oll; anu ne Lll<>L uoetn 
~;ccorUlug to tn""" tillugd dllall o~ •aveu, 
auclne LIHH cloeLJJ. tileru nut ollt>il be claruuea, 
11 ne co.u.LI11Ueo." 

Uau tllere I:Je a nmonal bewg, clau.u 
ing uu beJWVtJ LlltJ Ja•!ier da,Y work, ;;.nu 
1all tv :;ce at a glauCt.> Lllt.> lill.[iuU>auue vi 
tllelle wufll<! w llllliodf, a1ou ol.lc IHJCt::ll· 

I:IH)' oi givwg ll<Jed to H 111 pre1\;reuce 
w any "'uH<Cle" tnat pun.)' llill.il Illlgnt 

glY" ur hlo vwn cvncucu1ug ~ auCI juoo ab 
~urc al:l we ta11 w uv tl.u~, we dt:Juy the 
fa1GU re veaicu from ru;aVt:l.l. 

U uder V<Jf.)' l:HWli<II tHi'CUmStanCed, 
pern .. p~, .Paul, wncu wntlllg w tlle Uvr· 
llHlllau Unun:n (~ Uur. li:>: o, ti J l"~llllli<ld 
Lllem onus: 

"l'xaauue yourselve::~, whether ye be Ill 
the taiLllj p1vv~ ,YvUr owu odveo, Kuvw 
ytJ llul, you1· vWIJ. i:lt;;ivc~;:~, .how L!laL Jt~~:SUo 

\Jul"loL lb w jOU ~xu"pL ye l:lc r<>iJ£UO .. Lt>d~ 
.bUL 1 Ll'UI:$L Llla.L "Jt; b.D.wiJ. KllUW t.Ua.L 'We ti.l'V 

noL r~pruDaLed." 

1\lu beLter adVHJtl cuuld be g;veu tu 

~ht _ptupl" v! U ,an. Yvu l>fe uHLlwlug 
a !aiLU HA J Ui>t:J:'n ~illltll.' d 1'\'Ul'll. i .)'UU 

prvtcl:l~ tl.ltl mgnel:lL l"tt)aru. Iui" 11>; auu 
1u1· lv yuu. .UaVt.> utlereu aouuuallc ""CU· 

liuo; auu rur 10 yvu uav" bUtlQ{"U l>lwul:lc 

Ot.)UilU uu.mau .,uuur ... uCt:. .tiu~>, LU·Ua,Y 
t'aul 1:1 t.>Xl.lunatlUa <Juillel:l O.ll"tC~>l,Y lluu .. n' 
to JOU. 1Ut yuu m tl.le tiu.n, ur l.lll.Vd 

yuu rdapoeu ll.ltu a dtatt.> ut t;Hvr and 
IJVllf 1£ ,)'UU naVt.> Ll.le trUe 1anll, .)'UUI 

Olll.)' 'i1Vlll6 Uli.Ultl" Wlli Ot> tlle tl .. H.l. ul 

lHatH, auu .)'VU Wul be Wllllu15 w l.Je 
~UHl<JU OJ CVt>f.) COi.UillaU\l. !.llll.L llt:: l:lllal! 

g1 ve. h Llll~ j 0 !.II .ia!LU ( lv lti .!WG, 11 

you en•cnalu ~llt:: tahacy o! a l!V!lli:) 
huwau ··oracle,·' wuu VlvlaLe~> Uuu" 
.[il<>lllt~u wvruo, o.uci. i.eavllt:b :JLU uouLrar,Y 

LU Lllt:ll.!. .AuU JLI~L al:l I>Ultl "-" ull'"v ld 

jOUr Iallll, jUU ClioJ..iUllUf LJ.lt:: IalLll It:· 

ve"H'u 1rvill l.lt:aveu tllruu0 n ttl<: oue 

you r.hmk you admire. And ju~t as 
"urea" you du, you aud aH other" who 
tio 1lkew1~:~e have become reprobates and 
your cuadeilllla<>lOn 1~ "urc. 

Agaw, tu t:>llvW the O.anger of thi~ 
rata! doctnne, and now cena1n and sure 
us work Will be in d.e~troymg the 
eternal wel!are of tho~e who thu~ forget 
UUil and L!"U~o tnemse1Vel:l tO the arm Of 
rleon, we Wlll que~"" liuu'" word: 

··Ancl your mnHlti m times past nave been 
Jarll.cned because of uubellef, and because 
;you have Lrtatecl lightly the thmg8 you 
uave rece1veu, whwn vauity t>ud uutJeHei 
ll.t>Lh orougnL the whoie cnurch under con· 
uemnatlOu. Aull tn1s oouderuuat!On reatelh 
upon the chiJuren ot Zlcll, ev"n all; and 
LUe,Y dllail remam Ull\ler Lhls oouctemnat10n 
unul Liley rep~nt and remember tlle new 
coveuunt, even tlle rluol!. of Mot·mon and 
t.ne tormer corumauumeuts wll,ull 1 nave 
g1veu Ll.lelll, not ou1.Y to ~"'Y• but to do 
<>CCoH!lllg iO that wmch 1 have wntten that 
tney ruay brmg Ionn frulL meet for their 
J!'acner's ll.lllg<lom, otnerw1se there remain· 
etn a scourge anll a j udgmenL to be pour.;d 
out upou the Chtldreu ot ;/;!on; tor shall the 
cmlareu ot LlJ.e .ll.!l.lgdoru pollute ill.)' holy 
! .. nut Verily, i ""'.Y uuto .)'OU, uay." 

tlow aww1 tlle condlLlUll of that 
peuple wno take ttu~ ta"a! step, and ~eL 
ueH1e . ltod.·l:l word ! At tlle v eiy COlli· 

J..UtHWtJmeut uf one worli l:!vu:w be15all ~llls 

\J.uwnwaru career, and lt l.J.a~ cullll1Uil.ttld 
at tl.J.aL pulUG w htou tnvl:le pnJC!ull~ wor<lll 
nave l.JetJU uou.uteu as uf •·uo wore worth 
Lllan lllto al:!nes of a rye ~~raw 1'' Y ta, 
tanh<Jr tllblll thl~, tu C-w tnew a~ 

wvnu!tJ~I:l, <>Uei uuwunny ui a womeu•'~:~ 
CUl.HJ!UtJHIHOll.l 

'1\.;;;. fa1.a1 uuc"nue oJ: wor~lupwg 
men 1uaLtJaU ut uou, wa~ che uhtef ~tep­
plug ~wne 1n thaL awfui departure from 
Hvu.t Llitl ongwal iaHll, tha;, nail rear eo. 
a l:lJoLem ut u"cepuun and. rrauo., coLI­
~plcu\JUJS ulll.)' lll we lllarked. abJSt.>.l.lCe of 
aww"" every tilature tl:laL bt1unged to 
Llle ungma! !attn. 1Viure an0u. 

'f. J. ANDREWS. 

1'11.1'; ;::>A.l.N ft:>· AlJ VUCA'l'h, 
A mo.utnl.y~ rehglousjourna.l, pubilshed Ill the inter 
tJSts oi tilt) l{,eorgtOulzeu Church or Jesus Vhnst ot 
Latter !Jay du.uH~:~, and lll the 13pecu~.1 Interest o! t.b.t~ 
U tau ,'~llr:~;:J:101l oi aaH1 llhurch, and l!ldrted by W. W. 
lHctlr • 

'l'ern..~.t!i, DU cent~ per year; 1n advance; eleven copies 
to ont~ .::t.U.Urt.II:H:IJ $6; vr, '-Wtlllty·two cOj,ile/$, to ona ad~ 
ure!:i~;, $lu. ~ui.Jscnbers des.1r1ng 1t can pa.;y Ill aix 
\UOllt.tw, oy giVl.Ug notiCe. 

ltelil&G"'uvtMLUui!iL OtJ jjent toW. W . .Bla.uortvJo .. 
tJeph dwn!J., Lamuui, .Oecaltur County 1 1ow": 
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The Saints' !dvotate~ 
"TRUTH WILL PREVAIL." "IN GOD WE TRUST." 

Vol. 7. Lamoni, Iowa, December, 1884. No.6. 

we believe in. And I tell you-for 1 
lmow it-it will sail over and ride tri­

PUBLISHED MONTHLY. 
Entered at the Post Office at Lamoni, Decatur county, umphantly above all prejudice and priest- . 

Iowa, as second,class matter. craft of the day; it will be fostered and· 
believed in by the more intelligent por­
tions of the world, as one of the best 

BRIGHAM'S POLYGAMIC PROPHECY. doctrines ever proclaimed to any people. 
WHY can not the Utah Mormons see Your hearts need not fear; you need 
that Brigham, in his teachings and not think that a mob is coming here to 
predictions, was unreliable,'.misleading, tread upon the sacred liberty which the 
and false_! The prediction:and promises constitution of our country guarantees 
made by him when };e first introduced unto us, for it will not be. * * * This 
the polygamic revelation, August 29bh, revelation has been in my possession 
1852, have proven)o .utterly .untrue as many years, and who has known it? · 
to show him one of the most dangerous None but those who should know it. 
and hurtful advisers the world has ever I k~ep a patent lock on my desk, and 
known. Hear him, and then judge there does not anything leak out that 
-"You heard Bro. Pratt state this should not."-Mill. Star Supplement, 

morning, that .:a revelation would be vol. 15, P· 31. 
read this :.afternoon, which was given In this quotation there are such gross 
previous to Joseph's death. It contains errors, (to call them by the mildest 
'1 doctrine, a small portion of the world terms), that to quote them should be all 
is opposed to; but I can deliver a that is needed to prove Brigha,m Young 
prophecy upon it. Though that doctrine a !·blind guide," a ruinous leader. 

W. W.BLAIR EDITOR. 

has not_ been practiced by the Elders, this He says "a small portion of the world" 
people have believed in it for years. is opposed to the doctrine contained in 
The original wpy of this revelation was the polygamic revelation; yet it is a 
burnt up; Wiliiam Clayton was the fact well known, both then and now, 
man who wrote it from the mouth of that for all past time, as now, the 
the prophet. In the mean time it was masses of mankind have been op­
in Bishop Whitney's possession. He 

1 

posed to polygamy, for this reason 
wished the privelige to copy it, which among others, that 'the sexes are always 

· Bro. Joseph granted. Sr. Emma burnt about equal, and polygamy deprives 
the original. The reason I mention men of having wives and families 
thi( is, :the )eopl( who did know of the in proportion to the extent it is prac­
revelation, suppose it is not now in ex- ticed. It always has been and still is, 
istence. The revelation will be read to the very few who believe in and prac­
you. The principle spoken upon by tice that infamy. It is found chiefly, 
Bro.· Pratt this morning, (polygamy), in the past and present, among yolup-
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tuous kings and rulers, lustful priests, 
and beastly savages; but it is seldom 
known among the enlightened, refined, 
and progressive. The civilized and en­
lightened nations of this age detest, de­
nounce, and seek to destroy it. 

Mr. Young further says: '•That 
doctrine has not been practiced by the 
elders;" yet since then it has been the 
claim and the boast of the Utah Mor­
mon leaders, that the elders (some of 
them) began its practice as early as 
1843-more than nine 9ears before. 
This statement of Mr. Young was de­
ceptive and misleading, and was clearly 
intended to be so. Polygamy had been 
denied and denounced up to that time, 
only a few knew of its existence in the 
church, and. in keeping with their se­
cret teaching, and practices, Mr. Young 
made the false statement that "That 
doctrine has not been practiced by the 
elders. 

In th& next clause he says : "This 
people have believed in it for years." 
In this he states a half truth, and 
scarcely that; for it is a well known 
fact that outside of Utah, the leaders, 
the ministry, and their people, indig­
nantly denied, and loudly denounced 
polygamy and its like. 

When he says, ''This revelation has 
been in my possession many years, and 
who has known it?'' and answers, "none 
but those who should· know it. I keep 
a patent lock on my desk, and there 
do'es not anything leak out that should 
not," he virtually says that but very few 
persons knew of his having said reve­
lation, and that but few knew of the ex­
istence of the doctrine of polygamy in 
the church. In this he, in effect, ad­
mits that he and a few others had been 
practicing, secretly, a deception on the 
people. Why will th~ 9.e~eived people . 

follow such confessedly underhanded, 
crafty men! These men have confessed, 
as we see, to their having deceived their 
own people, as well as the world; and 
yet the same deceived ones follow them 
on blindly. This, if continued, can only 
result in their all falling into. the ditch 
together. 

Mr; Young, as we: see;· prophesies 
that polygamy "will sail over, and ride 
triumphantly above all prejudice and 
priestcraft of the day; it will be fostered' 
and believed in by the more intelligent 
portions of the world, as one of the best 
doctrines ever proclaimed to any people;" 
and yet from .the time of this prophecy 
till now, "the more intelligent p\lrtions 
of the world" have exhibited the u.tmost 
detestation and abhorrence of it, .and 
it is ranked by them in the catalogueof 
crime with murder, adultery, robbery, 
and their like. The civilized world is 
op.enly at war with it as being one.of 
the vilest, most cruel, unjust, , and 
harmful systems ever known. This is 
the very reverse of what Brigham 
prophesied. 

He further· predicted that . their, pre­
tended constitutional liberty to practice 
polygamy would not be opposed, or re. 
strained; for he said: ''Your· heads 
need not fear; you need not think that 
a mob is coming here to tread upon, the. 
sacredliberty which the constitution of 
~ur country guarantees unto us, for. it 
will not be." But Congress; and.,the.' 
Judiciary; notwithstanding Brigham's 
prophecy, mov.e steadily forwar,d with 
the purpose, and. the determination,. to. 
extirpate the last vestige of the system 
from within the limits of the United 
States; and woe to them who resist it. 

1\fr. Young says ''Emma. burnt the 
original" polygamic revelation, and that 
\f~at h,~ 41l9 was simply a, cop!J of it; 
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taken by Bishop Whitney. How did 
he know, (except by second-hand testi­
mony), that it was a copy?" and if it 
was, how did he know it was a true copy, 
he not having the original to compare 
it with? and· granting for argument's 
sake, that it was a ·correct copy of an 
original revelation given by Joseph the 
Seer, whaii right; what authority had he, 
after obtaining it in such an· unauthor­
ized, private, and round about way, to 
force it upon the people, not asking their 
endorsement, nor attempting to prove to 
them that it was genuine? The reve­
lations in the Doctrine and Covenants 
were first submitted to the entire priest-
· hood, by quorums,· before they became 
parts of the authorized doctrine and law 
of the church; (see :Mill. Star, vol. 15, 
p. 199); and Joseph the Seer charged 
the Twelve Apostles, (Brigham Young 
arid ·John Taylor included), and the rest 
of the priesthood, to ''1et no revelation 
go to the. people until it has been tested 
here," as follows: "When all the quor­
ums are assembled and organized in or­
der, let the revelation be presented to 

. the quorums; if it pass one, let it go to 
another, and if it pass that, to another, 
and so on till it has passed all the quor­
ums; and if it pass the whole without 
running against a snag, you may know 
it is of . God. But if it runs against a 

· snag, [opposition, Ed.,] then says he, it 
wants inquiring into; you must see to it." 
-'Times and Seasons vol. 5, p. 649., 
But the polygamic revelation was never 
submitted to such a "test," nor any-: 
thing like it; and herein Brigham 
·Young and his fellows violated the 
usages of the church, the special in­
structions. of Joseph the Seer, and, dis­
regarding them entirely, he thrust upon 
the church a system of things which ut­
terly subverts the plain and well defined 

doctrines and laws of the church; and 
caused "the way of truth to be evil 
spoken of." (2 Peter 2 : 2). Wher­
ever that base, corrupting revelation 
originated, its introduction to the church, 
and to the world, was made by Brigham 
Young and his fellows, August 29th, 
1852, and this in a way utterly contrary 
to the usages of the church ttp to 1844, 
and directly contrary to the solemn 
charge of Joseph the Seer, as we have 
seen, according to their own recorded 
testimony. 

Brigham says "Sr. Emma burnt the 
original." But Sr. Emma said, many 
times, that she never burnt it; and, that 
she never saw it! 

Brigham, in his statements, and pre­
dictions, is proven false; arid as years 
go past their falsity will be seen and 
hated by many who now are ·enmeshed 
in the snares of the deceivers. God 
speed the day, and break the bands. 

THE REJECTION OF THE CHURCH. 

HAs the church been rejected as a 
church? This is a question often asked 
by the saints. It is a question of great 
moment, and one that we should be 
able to understand correctly. For if it 
has been, it, as one of the links in the 
great· chain of .events in this dispenaa­
tion, will reflect that light upon the 
past, present and· future, that can no­
where else· be found, and serve to solve 

.and make plain what to ·many are now 
mysteries, and enable them to reconcile 

. the past and present of the church with 

. prophecy. 
It is evident from .. the history of the 

church for the last forty years in its 
scattered and bewildered condition, that 
God has wi.thd:rawn his Spirit from 
them to a .great .degree. ·The course 
taken by all the different factions is 
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good evidence that great darkness rest- Lamb," which is the Holy Ghost, "de­
ed upon them, and that they really scended upon them," and "they were 
were under the disfavor of God. Their armed with righteousness and with the 
living and teaching in direct opposition power of God in great glory." The 
to the Jaw of God, their almost total righteousness here spoken of is doubt­
abandonment of the books, substituting less that found in the Gospel, and not 
in their stead the counsel of those in "secret chambers." 
claiming authority when they· knew The saints would do well to bear in · 
such counsel was at variance with the mind that they are to receive the power 
written word, their disregard of all cov- of God, and the righteousness of God, 
enants and contracts except those sane- in "the wilderness of the people," as 
tioned and sealed by church authorities, was shown to Ez.ekiel, 20th chapter, 35, 
their seeking to gather to points as 38 verses, and that in this scattered con­
places of "refuge" not known to the dition, "the rebels are to be purged out 
"law and. testimony," their being sim- from among them,"-th .. t there they 
ilarly situated with ancient Israel while are to be made pure in heart. None 
in transgression as described by David have the promise of gathering to Zion 
in Ps. 136: 13, 15, 36, 42, all go to but the pure in heart. See Ps. 101: 7, 
show that the church, as a church, has 8, and Isa. 35: 8, 10, also Doc. and 
been rejected of God. Cov. 98 sec., 4 par., which says, "Zion 

The rejection of the church and con- (in western Missouri) shall not be moved 
sequent scattering of the saints is evi- out of her place, notwithstanding her 
dently contemplated in Ps. 50: 4, 5, childnm are scattered, they that remain 
and in Ezek. 34 : 12, 13, which Scrip- and are pure in heart shall return and 
tures Joseph Smith the martyr said come to their inheritanc~s," etc. 
would be fulfilled in the gathering of Moroni speaking of events th&.t would 
the saints to, "Zion, which is in the transpir<J in this dispensation, points 
State of Missouri." See his letter to out plainly the corruptions Lhat would 
Mr. Seaton of Rochester, in Times and creep into "the holy church of God,"· 
Seasons, p. 706, 707. But the Book of which has indeed caused its rejection. 
Mormon-"the standard," is very plain He says, 4th chapter and 4th par;tgraph 
upon the point.-See chapter 3, 1 Book of Book ot Mormon, "Behold the Lord 
of Nephi, 50 paragraph. "And it came hath shewn unto me great and marvel­
to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the power ous things conceraiog that which must 
of the Lamb of God that it descended shortly come at that day when thesa 
upon the saints of the church of the things (the Book ~.;f Mormon) shall 
J .. amb, and upon the covenant people of come forth among y, u. Behold, I 
the Lord, who were scattered upon all speak unto you, as if ye were present, 
the face of the earth, and they were and yet ye are not. B..tt behold Josus 
armed with righteousness and with the Christ hath shewn you unto me, and I 
power of God in great glory." What know your doing, * * * and your 
do we find here? Why first that "the churches, yea, even every one, have be­
saints of the church of the Lamb" were I come palluted because of the pride of 
"scattered," and next, that in their scat- your hearts. F<Jr behoU ye do love 
tered condition, "the power of the money, and your substances, anti your 
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fine apparel, and the adorning of JOUr 
churches, more than ye love the poor 

and the needy, the sick and the affiiuted. 

0, ye polluters, ye hypocrites, ye teach­
ers, who sell yourselves for that witicu 
will canker, why have ye polluted th J 

holy church of God?" Here is e v den }6 

that can not be refuted that the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
which was the holy Church of God, was 
to be polluted, by hypocrites and teachers, 
b which event God said through Joseph 
the Martyr in the Revelation of 1841, 
in the latter part of the 13th,'inolusive 
of the 14t 1 par., that the ohurch, in­
stead of blessings, would, by their fol­
lies and abominations, briug wrath, 
cursings, ind1gnations and judgments 
upon their own heads. 'lruly this has 
been fulfilling UfOn many of the saints 
tor the past forty years. But again, 
Moroni procetJds to point out the evila 
and enormities that would be pra6ticed 
by professed but faJleJ. saints. In the 
same paragraph he says, ''Why do ye 
built! up yor.r secret abominations to get 
gain, and cause that widows should 
mourn before the Lord, and also orphans 
to mourn before the Lord: and also the 
blood of their fathers and their husbands 
to cry unto the Lord from the ground, 
for vengeance upon your heads ,'i! Be­
hold the sword o:f vengeance hangeth 
ov.;r you; and the time soon cometh 

. that he avengeth the blood of the saints 
upon' you, for he will not suffer their 
ories any longer." 

The reader will see at on?e that the 
foregoing quotations relate to professed 
saints, and to the Church of Christ or­
ganized April 6th, 1830, which was to 
become polluted Ly hypocrites and false 
teachers. Tnis being the case, let us 
enquire whether professed saints adorned 
themselves wit b. that which hath no life, 

and _yet suffered the hungry and the 

needy, and the naked and the bick and 

the affiicted to p<lSS by them and notice 

them not ! Have professed saints, and 
ruen claiming to hold the spiritual au­
thority of the church built up secret 
abom!'nations to get g .. in T And have 
they caused that :widows should mourn 
before the Lord? and also orphans to 
1.1ourn before the Lord? and the blood 
of fathers and husbands to cry unto tlte 
Lord from the ground for vengeance 
upon the heads of the fal<>e teachers and 
hypocritell? 

Let virtuous, truth-loving saints tell 
you who were with the churvh at Nau­
voo, after the death of Joseph. Let 
the!l' tell who followed Strang to V oree 
and Beaver Island. Let them tell wuo 
followed Sidney to Pittsburg and to 
Cumberland Valley. Let them tell who 
fo,Iowed C. B. Thompwn to Preparation. 
Let them tell who followed Brigham 
Young and the Twelve, first to Council 
llluff3 and then to Utah, tJ the "salt 
land without inhabitant," and Le almost 
universal answer is, Yes, yes. But let 
the faithful fear not, for these scenes 
were to be enacted. There mu~t needs 
be heresies aruong us, that they which 
are approved may be made manifest. 
The church had to be purified of 1ts 
pollutions, hypocrites, false teachers, 
false prophuts and apostles. The saints 
had to be judged of God, (see Ps. 50: 
45), and the rebels purged out, before 
the pure in heart could be gathered to 
Zion. Leaving ·the Book of Mc>rmon, 
let us turn to . the revelations of the 
"Choice Seer." 

The re,elation of 1841, paragraphs 
10-14 is very plain concerning the re­
jection of the church, showing tile only 
conditions upon which the saints could 
continue in favor with the Lord, which 
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conditions were never fulfilled, as their 
scattering from Nauvoo, their utter fail­
ure to .fioidh the Temple, their suffer­
ings, toils, temptations and much tribu­
lation clearly prove. We will here re­
mark that thd refection was to effect 
them as a church; that is, as an, organ­
Jz~d body consisting of quorums. 

These ,several quoruws wera to be 
dissolved, and the priesthood must nec­
essarily lose its power in a quorum ca­
pacity. It, did not contemplate the re­
jection of the priesthood, nor of the 
saints as individuals but ''as a Ohurch." 
The church began to exit "as a Ohurch," 
April 6th, 1830, but there were many 
saints before that time, and the priest­
hood likewise was held and lawful:y ex­
ercised before that time; therefore when 
the church was rejected the saints and 
the priesthood were placed in the same 
general condition they occupied before 
tt:.ey we1e onganized. That such an 
event was to occur with the ehurch is 
clearly shown by comparing sec. 27, p. 
2, with SPC. 10, p. 3, D. of C. Here 
appears to be a contradiction, and truly 
would be was it not that the church or­
ganized April 6'"h, Ul30, was to be re­
jected and then reorganized, for the first 
quotation says. ''Behold verily, verily 
I say unto thee no one shall be appoint 
ed to receive commandments and reve­
lations in this church, except my servant. 
Joseph Smith, for he reeeiveth them 
even as Moses." And yet in sec. 101,; 
par. 3, the Lord says, "the redemption of 
Zion must needs come by power, there-' 
fore ! will (in the future) raise up unto 
my people a man who shall lead them 
like as Moses," etc. Has J,. J. Strang 
claimed to lead and give revelations and 
commandments to the church Joseph 
organized in 1830. If he did. his clai~ 
was false. Did Brigham Young claim 

to receive revelations and command~ 

ments for the church, Joseph Smith 
organized? If so, /he is an impostor, 
and why? Because God, that can not 
lie, says, (as above quoted), that no one 

but Joseph should be appointed to re­
ceive revelatilna sud eommandments;·in 
that Church. 

But perhaps some will say, as•someiof 
the Brighamites now do, that Brigham 
did not claim to, be ~. prophet, seer, rev­
elator and translator to the church. If 
he did not the Deseret News and the 
Millermial Star, (the church organs), 
misrepresented him sadly. Some claim 
he was agent for Joseph the martyr and 
that he is only president of the church 
and priesthood and not the prophet•to 
the church. Such a claim is. preposter­
ous, and was never made by a mind en­
lightened by the Spirit of truth; and 
ifBrigham Young acktwwledged or as­
sented to such a claim, it is proof positive 
that he was in a darkened and "r!'ject­
ed" cJndition, for the law says, (D. C. 
80: 1), "the keys of the Kingdom be­
longeth always unto the presidency of 
the high priesthood." Again sec. 3, p. 
42, "the duty of the president of the 
office of the high priesthood is to prrside 
over the whole church and to be like un­
to Jlioses. Behold here is wisdom; yea, 
to be a seer, a revelator, a translator,and 
a prophet, having all the gifts of. God 
which he bestows upon the head of the 
church." Brigham Young the president 
over the whole church r If he was, he 
was aloo the president of the high priest­
hood. He was the prophet, seer, reve­
la,tor ~nd translator to the church, and 
"like unto Moses." He can not possibly 
hold one of these offices without hold­
ing them all, for they are inseparably 
connected, and are all vested ;in one 
man. The fact that the Salt Lake 
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Church makes such contradictory and that your brethren W'hich have been 

absurd claims, is tile bast evidence that sclttered shall return to the land of 

it is not in srecial favor with God, but their inheritances, and build up the 

is really a plri; of the fallen, darkened waste places of Zion; for after much 

"rejected" church. "By their fruits ye tribulation, as I have said unto you in a , 
shall know them." former commandment, cometh the bless-

Again, the revelation of March, 1833, ing. Bahold this is the blessing: which 
sec. 87, par. 2; contemplates cle11-rly the I have promised after your tribulations, 
scattering of the saints, their stumbling and the tribulations of your brethren; 
and falling in "the hour of their temp- your redemption, and the redemption of 
tation," for it says, "And all they who your brethren; even their restoration to 
receive the oracles (or revelations) of the land of Zion," etc. These two 
God, let them beware how they hold quotations put together, show plainly 
them, lest they are accounted as a light that the s:~.ints wera to be scattered and 
thing, and are brought under condem- have much tribulation until the Lord 
nation thereby; and stumble and fall, should set his hand for their redemption 
when the storms descend and the winds and restoration to Zion in Missouri, 
blow, and the rains descend and beat from whence they were first scattered, 
upon their home." That a great trial and it appears from what follows. that 
was to come upon the saints, and that after the saints, like the children of 
their deliverance depanded upon a faith- Israel in Egypt, had suffered the chasten­
ful adherence to the doctrine and cove- ings ot the Almighty long enough, and · 
nants of. the church, is here made as the terrible oppression and tyrrany 
plain as the noon day sun Well, have which they, or many of them had long 
the saints faithfully, and truly lived by been under, God "would raise up a 
the "oracles" therein found? No! and man to his people, that should lead them 
what has been the result? They have like Moses," "fJr the redemption of 
fallen! Not only have the saints not :Zion must needs come by power." But 
been governed by these revelation>, but ,mark, he did not promise to raise up 
ma.ny have cast them aside as a thing of the Moses man uutil after their "tribu­
naught, and have followed the cmnsel lation," and until the time c0mes for 
of their 'file lea.ders," in di'rect oppo- him to begin to redeem and restore the 
sition thereto. saints to their inheritances by power; 

The. day of "tribul .. tion" through Well in what condition must the church 
which the saints were to pa>s, and are be during the time of their "much trib­
still passing, was declared in. D. C. ulations;" and until the l\'Ioses "man" is 
58: 2: "Ye c1n not behold with your raised up for their deliverance, reckon­
natural eyes, for the present time, the ing from the death of the first "Moses 
design of _your God concerning those man," Joseph Smith the martyr? Why, 
things which shall CJme hereafter, and in a disorganized, scattered; and "re­
the. glorJ which shall follow afGer much, jected" condition clearly; for if the 
tribulation. For after much tribulation church was organized, and in favor with 
cometh the blessings." To this. let us God, it must have its president like un­
add what is said in sec. 100, p, 3, "But I to Moses at its head, all the time. See. 
verily l say u~to you, 1 have decreed, 1 ,104 p. 42. The "much triliulation'' 
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through which the saints:lwere. to pass,+ t•vuv . .,, 

is spoken of in great plainness in sec .. 

105, in a Rev. given to Thomas B. 
Marsh, July 23d, 183'7, not quite se;ven 
years before Joseph'sdeath; it reads: 
"Behold vengeance cometh speedily up~ 
on .the. in1tabitants of the e.~rth, a day 
o~ bur~ing; .a. d!t)',Pf.desolatioth gf 
ing, of Jl1ourning, .an~ lamel).tation, 
as a whirlwind)t sha~l oo;rn~ :upon 
the .. f~ce of· the. earth saith . the. Lord, 
and upon my house shall it begin and 
frpm my house shall it. go forth,.saith 
the _Lord. Ftrst among tho13e among 
you salth .tb:e Lord, who .have professed 
to know myuame and h,ave not known 
me, and have blasphemed against me in 
the tnidst of. tny house, saith thtl. Lord." 

·· :Pat(c.9,JO. Thus• we, see . 

confined to the on 
holding the priesthood; yes, those' who 
have claimed .to_be';beacring:off'the ;King­
dom since Bro: Joseph's death were to 
ogme in. f()r a full share gf<'temptations 
and much tribulation.'' <~Every man is 
t.e.mpted whtln he Js . drawn. away. of. . . . 
owj} lust; and enticed .. " (J;a!pesl:14). 
1\;iul·they: ,were· · to·;b!Ol ~h:rown ·jnto 

u_lation behold.··. :t • the Lord will ~ 
. ' ' ,. ' . ·' ' ' 

af'ter them, ·and if they ·harden :not tMir 
hearts, and stiffen not thei:r necks against 
ine, they shall be converted .and I will 
heal them." By the:~foregoing it 
be seen the Twelve Apostles after 183'7 
wouldlapse .into sin and darkness from 
whieh Jh~;Lord promises to·.heal an~ 

1830; was. to have.~ no 
pver .it but h~m. 'Yet 
successor, hen.c.e thel':re,JeJl:!<lo!l:;.;~.:~~liJ~,~4 •• :~ 
church" and· then a reo•rg:mi:~at:tgn, by; 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



The Saints' Advocate~ 
I 

"TRUTH WILL PREVAIL." "IN GOD WE TRUST." 

Vol. 7. Lamoni, Iowa, January, 1886. No 7. 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY. 

Entered at the Post Office at Lamoni, Decatur County, 
Iowa, as second~class matter. 

W, W. BLAIR EDITOR. 

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW. 

BY PRES. JOSEPH SMtTH. 

ONE of the most commendable declara­
tions of the revelations in the Doctrines 
and Covenants, having relation to the con­
duct of the Saint, as a citizen, toward the 
Government is that found ip section 58, 
paragraph 5· 

"Let no man think he is ruler, but let 
God rule him that judgeth according to 
the counsel of his own will; or, in other 
words, him that counseleth, or sitteth, 
upon the' judgment seat. Let no man 
break the laws of the land, for he that 
keepeth the laws of God, hath no need to 
break the laws of the land; wherefore be 
subject to the powers that be, until He 
reigns whose right it is to reign, and sub­
dues all enemies under his feet." 

This revelation was given in August, 
r83r, and is among those given as perma­
nent guides for the personal conduct of the 
church to which it was sent. 

We quote below an extract from the 
Editorial columns of the Deseret News, o:E 
December 5th, r884: 

THE PERSECUTIONS IN ARIZONA. 

Another conviction has been obtained in 
Howard's court in Arizona, for polygamy. 
Peter J. Christofferson is the victim. The 
evidence, it is stated, ·was as incomplete as 
in the case of Mr. Tenney. A. dispatch 
to the San Francisco Chronicle says: "The 

. Mormons threaten vengeance against the 
court." That, of course, is a falsehood. 
The Prescott press dispatcher has taken a 
leaf out of his Salt Lake confrere's book. 
The "Mormons" will naturally feel indig­
mmt at tqe course pursued, in (:Ommit-

ting'without bail pending an appeal prison­
ers who have been convicted dn hearsay .. 
But they will neither threaten nor injure 
the court. 

Submission to the law is and has been 
one of the characteristics of the Latter­
day-Saints, and they have not changed 
their principles nor their policy by mov­
ing over the line into another Territory. 
Their non-obedience to the anti-polygamy 
enactments is well known to spring from 
their belief in the in validity of those stat­
utes, and it is acknowledged that with those 
exceptions the "Mormons" are exemplary 
in their submission to the laws of the land. 

Whatever opposition may proceed from 
om·friends in Arizona to the verdicts of 
juries and the rulings of courts, no matter 
how unjust and arbitrary they may be, will 
be taken on legal grounds and pursued by 
lawful measures. Such proceedings as have 
been inaugurated may give temporary 
comfort to bigots, but patience is a "Mor­
mon" virtue and "the end is not yet." 

There are three points in the foregoing 
editorial worth a notice: r, Persecution in 
Arizona; z,•Constitutional law; 3, Submis­
sion to law. 

r. The persecution refened to can be no 
other than the effort made to enforce the 
United States law against polygamy, and 
unlawful cohabitation, in the territory of 
Arizona. This effort is being made by the 
officers of the courts of the United States, 
representing the Government, through the 
legal machinery appointed for the purpose 
of enforcing the authority of the Gov­
ernment. If a persecution, it is a legal one, 
pursued by lawful measures, and for a law­
ful purpose. 

z. Constitutional law. vVhat is it? 
The second clause of section 3, article 4, 

of the Constitution, provides as follows: 
"The Congress shall have power to dispose 
of, and make all needful rules and regula­
tions respecting the territory, or other prop­
erty belonging to the United States; and 
nothing in this Constitt1tion shall be so 
construed as to prejudice any claims of 
the United States, or of any particular 
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State." The second clause of article 6 
provides that: "This Constitution and the 
laws of the United States, which shall be 
made in pursuance thereof, and all treat­
ies made, or which shall be made under 
the authority of the United States, shall 
be the supreme la)V of the land; and the 
judges in every State shall be bound there­
by, anything in the constitution or laws of 
any State to the contrary notwithstand­
ing." 

Section 4 provides that: "The United 
States shall guarantee to every State in 
this Union a republican form of govern­
ment, and shall protect each of them 
against invasion, and on application of the 
legislature, or of the executive (when the 
legislature cannot be convened) against do­
mestic violence. 

Constitutional law then is that rule of 
civil conduct prescribed by the Federal 
Government through representatives chos­
en from an.wng the people by themselves; 
such rule of law acquiesced in and en­
dorsed by the Supreme Court ofthe United 
States, as being in conformity with the 
provisions, expressed or understood, of the 
Constitution. 

3· Submission to law. ., 
To people whose religious form of 

church government is a theocracy, to whom 
the "thus saith the Lord" is the end of 
controversy, the foregoing provisions de: 
fining the powers of an earthly court from 
which there is no expectation that divine 
decrees shall issue, would appear to be 
hard, and irreconcileable with their faith; 
upon the hypothesis that men should "obey 
God rather than man." It is possible that 
the people for whom the Deseret News 
speaks may take this view of the case; 
fortified by article r of the Amendments 
to the Constitution, which provides; "Con­
gress shall make no law respecting an es­
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of opeech or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a re­
dress of grievances." 

In the demand of the Utah church for 
the privilege to practice polygamy under 
this amendment there is a seeming Qf jus-
tice; but it is seeming only. · 

The foolishness of the claim for immun- . 
ity for the practice of polygamy from the 
interference of the courts, made by the 
church in Utah, is seen; and, that the 
justness of their plea that it is their re­
ligion is seeming only is shown by con­
sideration of the following facts: 

First. The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day-Saints, from which the present 
Utah Mormon church is a fragment, dis­
severed in faith, principle and practice, 
was founded in r83o under ·organic laws 
given of God himself. 

Second. In justification of himself and 
his action in thus founding this church, on 
this land of America, he gives as one reas­
on, that certain things named by him 
should be done; "by the hands of those 
who are placed as rulers, and are in au­
thority over you, according to the laws and 
constitution of the people which I have 
suffered to be established, and should be 
maintained for the rights and protection 
of all flesh, according to just and holy prin­
ciples, that every man may act in doctrine, 
and principle, pertaining to futurity, accord­
ing to the moral agency which I have giv­
en unto them, that every man may be ac­
countable for his own sins in lhe day of 
judgment. Therefore, it is not right that 
any man should be in bondage one to an­
other. And for this purpose have I es­
tablished the Constitution of this land, by 
the hands of wise men, whom I raised up 
unto this very purpose, and redeemed the 
land by the shedding of blood."-Doctrine 
and Covenants, section 88, paragraph ro. 

Third. The Supreme Court of the United 
States is a creation of the Constitution, 
and was in existence and held judicial rule 
when the church was established; hence, 
when God established the church he did so 
cognizant of the fact that he had endowed 
wise men unto the very purpose of fram­
ing the Constitution. 

Fourth. This framing of the Constitution 
and the establishing the church were cor­
relative-one to the other, so determined 
of God. 

Fifth. To further express his will con­
cerning the Constitution and government 
of this land, and the conduct of the people 
Qf the church under them; the law of 
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r83r, already quoted, was given. In ad­
dition to it one was given in August, r833, 
section 2: "And now, verily I say unto you 
concerning the laws of the land, it is my 
will that my people should observe to do 
all these thipgs whatsoever I command 
them, and that law of the land; which is 
constitutional, supporting that principle 
of freedom, in maintaining rights at'ld priv­
ileges (that) belongs to all man kind and is 
justifiable before me; therefore, I, the 
Lord, justifieth you, and your brethren of 
my church, in befriending that law which 
is the constitutional law of the land; and 
as pertaining to law of man, whatsoever 
is more or less than these, cometh of evil." 

Sixth. The church founded in i83o ex­
isted under the operation of these provis­
ions of the law of God from that time, 
until that portion now claiming exemption 
from the authority of government left 
Illinois and Iowa in r846and 7· · 

Seventh. No command, or revelation, 
of God was had or claimed, or stated to 
the church, or this Utah fragment, until 
August, r852, after the people had left or­
ganized States of the Union, and settled 
ori territory belonging to the whole of the 
States. 

Eighth. The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints was not the Supreme 
Court of the United States in r83o, and 
has not been since. Nor is the Utah Mor­
mon church, or any member of it, now 
vested with the authority of that Supreme 
Court, or entitled to pass decisions upon 
law and say whether it is constitutional, or 
otherwise; that extraordinary function be­
longs to the tribunal created by the con­
stitution; and that alone. Neither John Tay­
lor, with his counselors, Geo1·ge Q. Can­
non and Joseph F. Smith, the Utah First 
Presidency;· the Twelve with W. W cod­
ruff at its head; the High Council, the sev­
-enty, the elders; nor the Editorial staff 
of the Deseret News, including, of course, 
its dlief editor, whose production we have 
quoted, has any right to decide, either for 
himself or themselve~, or others, what is 
and what is no.~ the constitutional law of 
the land demanding their obedience. The 
human rendition of the powers vested in 
the Supreme Court, by the very men whom 
God "raised up for the very purpose," is 
found in sections r and 2 of article 3 of the 
Constitution itself and the custom of the 
States and Courts under the Constitution. 

r. "The judicial power of the United 
States shall be vested in one Supreme 
Court.'' 

2. "The judicial power shall extend to all 
cases in law and equity arising under this 
Constitution, the laws ofthe United States, 
and treaties made, or which shall be made 

"under their authority." 
The Constitution recites the cases in 

which the supreme and inferior courts es­
tablished by congress, hold jurisdiction, the 
cases in which the Supreme Court holds 
original jurisdiction are recited, and in all 
others "the Supreme Court shall have ap­
pellate jurisdiction, both as to law and 
fact." 

This expressly denies to any church­
Catholic, Episcopal, Methodist or Mormon 
-or to any State corporation, or individual, 
the right to sit in judgment upon ques­
tions arising in which the constitutionality 
of law is in'volved, and deciding such ques­
tions for themselves, and thus determining 
their own action of conformity to or dis­
regard of the laws involved. 

The church from r83o to r844 was law­
abiding. Its utterances in theory, prin· 
ciple, dogma, faith and practice, were in 
keeping with the teaching o£ the Consti­
tution. It was the claim of the Elders 
that the discovery of America was fore 
seen and provided for by God, as the found­
ing of a government to be the asylum for 
the oppressed of all nations. It was the 
belief of the leaders and the people that 
the struggle for independence was the bap· 
tism of the tree of Liberty in fire and blood, 
without which it could never flourish. It 
was taught as a heritage of the covenant 
made with Abraham, that the men who 
framed and wrote the Declaration and the 
Constitution were raised up by the Al­
mighty for that purf!ose. Christ so stated 
it in his declarations to the church in the 
restoration of the gospel. Love of country 
was held and enjoined from father to son. 
This was enforced as a sacred duty, and 
more binding on the Saints because of the 
wondrous manifestations of God's provi­
dence, watchcare and determination con­
cerning the land, and the people who 
should live upon it. The church felt this. 
Joseph Smith boasted that he was a 
"Green Mountain boy;" for in those 
Vermont hills patriots were born and 
raised. Obedience to law-the laws of the 
land-was a duty and a cardinal virtue. 
The laws of the States in which the church 
originated, and appointed for the stakes 
of Zion were under the Constitution. They 
were good and sufficient for the estab­
lishment·and continuation of the church 
until the Prophet and Patriarch were slain. 
There was up to that time no church tenet, 
or practice that required a Saint to break, 
or defy, or evade the law of the land; 
and yet everywhere the Elders went, or 
Saints settled, there were laws forbidding 
more than one companion in wedlock. 

The Utah fragment sought a soil on 
which to develop the folly of Solomon and 
David anew; a land where the crime and 
abomination of the people to whom Jacob 
ministered the rebuke of God, might be 
again re-enacted. But the will of God went 
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before them. His hand was stretched out 
over the land. His care fashioned the 
events of the time. His thoughtful and 
watchful pre,·ision sent the representatives 
of the authority of the United States, the 
Constitution and the Supreme Court--the 
law-the human law enacted by his own 
divine direction before them like a cloud. 
If they would get out from under the 
~gis of that government, that constitu­
tion, that court-God's law-they must go 
beyond the bounds of the everlasting hills 
-.over the confines of Joseph's land-out 
of the limits of the land of Zion, the herit­
age· of the obedient and the pure in heart. 

The Deseret News savs that "Submis­
sion to law is and has" been one of the 
characteristics of Latter Day Saints, and 
that they have not changed their principles, 
nor their policy by moving over the line 
into another territory." 

Not long since when we charged that 
God had changed his law, if the revelation 
on plural marriage came from him as a 
law, the News took the ground that God 
had not changed, but that he had adapted 
his laws to the changed condition of the 
people. As there had been a change in 
the people, there had been laws given suit­
able to thei~ changed condition. Now the 
News says that the people have not 
changed. 'Where is the change? If God 
has·not changed; and the people have not 
changed, what need of the people failing 
to obey the law? But, says the JVews, the 
"non-obedience to the anti-polygamy enact­
ments is well known to spring from their 
belief in the invalidity of these enact­
ments." Exactly. And if the principle is 
the correct one, any other people, class, or 
church, may incorporate into their relig­
ious creed any vagary, hurtful to society, 
or otherwise, indepenaently of the courts, 
or the government; fer if the Mormon 
church is to be permitted to judge of the 
validity, or invalidity, of the laws passed 
"for the good of all flesh" upon the land, 
chosen by God for the purpose named, 
there can be no line of demarcation drawn 
where the law is supreme. In such case 
belief alone would determine the alleg­
iance of the governed. 

To guard against such a contingency in 
this government, whose foundations the 
builder of the church himself laid down, 
the same wise master-builder placed the 
precautionary statement at tl'!e close of 
the revelation enjoining obedience to the 
constitutional law of the land, "\V'hatso­
ever is more or less than these cometh of 
evil." Who so blind as not to see that the 
one item alone incorporated in the Utah 
church svstem that now involves a disre­
gard of and disobedience to the "law of 
the land," so sanctified by God's expressed 
will,. "cometh of evil." God never made 

the Utah Mormons, or any other people, 
to be the Supreme Court of the United 
States. Congress has never entrusted that 
church, or any other, with the functions 
ofthe Supreme Court. God has said to the 
Latter-day-Saints, "Let no man think he is 
ruler." 'Why then should we who are striv­
ing to call Israel back to the worship 
whence he has fled, consent to let men 
who refuse obedience to the laws under 
which we have been placed by divine cle­
mency and commandment, sit in decision 
upon those laws because they believe them 
invalid? God has not made the people in 
Utah who refuse compliance with the laws 
of the land, because they believe them to 
be invalid, to be counselors to him that 
"counseleth, or sitteth upon the judgment 
seat." He fixed that when by his chosen 
agents he established the constitution and 
the courts under it. He reserves to him­
self the right to rule and counsel the one 
who "sitteth on the judgment seat." "But 
let God rule him that judgeth, according 
to the counsel of his own will," is the 
terse prohibitory declaration. Who are 
these men who propose to counsel the Al­
mighty? Who are these men who, des­
pite God's declaration concerning the "pal­
ladium of human rights and liberty," the 
Constitution of the United States, and the 
express enactment of his will, refuse their 
consent and their obedience to the laws 
of the land? They are not the ones whom 
God has permitted to be set in the "judg­
ment seat," nor chosen to be the "counsel­
ors of him that judgeth." He will himself 
provide for the occupants of that high 
bench where justice holds her courts and 
whence her edicts are issued, whenever the 
rights and just privileges of those to whom 
this land has been consecrated as the place 
of political refuge, the land dedicated to 
freedom, are put in jeopardy. As in the 
past history of the land· no grave emer­
gency ever occurred in which the man, or 
men, for it were not providecl for; so none 
will in the future occur unprovided by 
God's watchful care, according to the 
counsel of his own will.., 

The law of r86z, prohibiting polygamy 
in Utah and other territories, passed by 

I 
Congress, has beeri declared to .be co. nsti­
tutional by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. Each successive enact­
ment of Congress, had in respect to the 
same crime, has been but supplementary, 
or auxiliary to that law, providing safe­
guards against those who have proposed· 
to evade the Jaw because "they believed it 
to be invalid." The acts of Congress, un­
der which the men "persecuted" in Ari­
zona were arrested, tried and convicted, 
have been but enabling clauses of the 
same law in harmony with the first. 

The judge, under whose administration 
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these men were tried, is the proper one to 
interpret the language of the Constitution 
in respect to his own court, which declares 
that "the judges in every State shall be 
bound thereby (by the Constitution and 
all laws passed under it) any thing in the 
Constitution, or laws of any State, to the 
contrary notwithstanding." 

No legislature of any State of the 
United States, nor any assembly of any 
territory belonging to the United States, 
has a right to enact pro visions which make 
nugatory, or inoperative, the Constitution, 
or the laws of the United States, made 
under it. Neither the State of Iowa, nor 
the (state of Deseret) territory of Utah, can 
rightfully pass and enforce enactments 
which estop the action of the courts of 
the United States from punishing men 
who have refused obedience to the laws 
declared to be constitutional bv the Su­
preme Court, or who have violated statutes 
passed by Congress in pursuance of the 
general provisions of the Constitution, ap­
poved by the Supreme Court. The laws 
of the United States passed into being and 
operation upon· territory belonging to the 
States per se. That which is a crime in the 
States, by virtue of the United States law, 
is a crime in the territories of the States. 
Not until territories merge into States are 
they relieved of such disabilities as are 
imposed by the special and direct jurisdic­
tion of the United States. 

What the (state of Deseret) Utah terri­
tory could not do as a territory, she could 
not authorize the Church of Jesus Christ 
to do. Hence, marriage being a civil con­
tract, according to the declaration of the 
church, founded under God under the di­
vinely authorized provisions of the Con­
stitution of the United States, while that 
church was within States whose laws were 
monogamic, and before the establishment 
of such territory of Utah, it must remainJl 
civil contract still in all and every territo­
ry belonging to the United States, nor 
was it in the power of the Territorial As­
sembly to so endow the church in Utah by 
an incorporating charter with the right to 
violate the general rules of the States as 
to remove the right to regulate the domes­
tic relations of husband and wife, parents 
and children from the province of Con­
gress and the United States courts. And 
not until Utah shall be admitted as a State 
of the Union, with an express provision 
in [its constitution providing for the prac­
tice of plural, or polygamic marriage can 
it become lawful, or the law,.s against it 
become invalid. 

Should Utah be admitted as a State 
without such express provision in its con­
stitution at its admission, we believe that 
the legislature could not then legalize 
polygamy, neither by direct enactment nor 

I 
by the round-about method adopted bv the 
legislature of Deseret, and approved by the 
Utah Territorial Assembly, by charter to 
the church allowing it to control the mar-
riage relalations. 

Whether Congress may lawfully admit 
Utah with such a clause in the Constitution 
permitting plural ~rriage either as a civil 
contract, or as a church sacrament, we do 
not discuss, as such contingency is of 
doubtful occurrence. But it mayibe per: 
tinent to say that bigamy, or polygamy 
(plural marriage) being a crime in all other 
States of the Union, should Utah be ad­
mitted with such a clause in its constitu­
tion, "full faith and credit" could not be 
given such "public acts," in the other 
States, for persons plurally married in 
Utah could not legally live in those States." 

"HE WILL LEAD THE~CHURCH_:To 
HELL." 

THis, if& we are to believe the f,estirnony of 
a "great cloud of witnesses," was just what 
Joseph the Seer knew, Brigham Young 
would do if he got to be a leader of tile 
Saints. Hundreds of men and women who 
read this article will well remember hear" 
ing that the Seer made the statement 
(prophecy, if you please) which is th ~ cap~ 
tion of this article, :concerning] the.'late 
Brigham Young; and others will clearly rec 
member hearing the Seer make it. 

On good testimony it appears that the 
Seer~ for at least sEven or eight years .be­
fore his death, was impressed and deeply 
troubled with the thought that Brigham 
would usurp leadership iu the church and 
mislead the Saints of God, 

The late William Marks, a bosom friend 
of the Seer, president of, the,Nauvoo Stake 
and High Council; over)he whole Church, 
stated to many that he heard the Seer say, 
"lf Brigham Young ever leads the church; 
he will~lead it to hell." David Whitmer 
said to the writer in September last, thath:e 
heard the Seer say about the same thing, 
which probably was as early a~ 1836-7. 

Bro, E. Robinson, who lived many years 
at Farmington, Utah, says be often heard 
of the same thing in past years. 

The writer, when in Utah in 1882, was 
informed by a credible party that the late 
Bishop E. Hunter related in a meeting of 
high priests in Salt Lake City that the See~; 
said to him, at a time when Brigham wa~ 
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passing by in a sleigh at Nauvoo, that "If 
that man ever leads the church he will lead 
it to hell." The Bishop mentioned this only 
to illustrate the Seer's peculiarities. 

The writer, since 1860, at different times 
and places, heard many different ones who 
lived at and near N a11Voo relate that they 
.well remembered hearing the Seer say the 
same things, the affidavits and statements 
lif some of whom we now present, for the 
r,eason that we think it' high time the ruin~ 
ous leadership of Brigham a.nd his fellows 
should be exposed. 

SAN BERNARDINO, California., 
February .4th, 1884. 

·Joseph Thorn, a. resident of San Bernar­
dino, California., being duly sworn, deposes 
and says: I was personally acquainted 
with Brigham Young, late President of the 
Utah Mormon Church, and knew him when 
both he and I were living inN auvoo, Illinois; 
and I heard Joseph Smith, Jr., at a public 
meeting in a grove east of the Temple in 
Nauvoo, when he had been reproving said 
,Brigham Young for taking and using for 
his . own private purposes church moneys 
without authority, say of him, "If Brigham 
Young ever leads this church he will lead 
it to hell." This he said with great emph-
asis. JosEPH THORN. 
. ·. Sworn and subscribed to before me at 

Si!.n Bernardino County, California, this 
fourth day of February, 1884, 

E H. MoRsE, Notar,'/f Public. 

To Whom it may Concern: Know ye that 
I, David Dickson, now residing at Riverside, 
'Sil.n Bernardino county, California., was 
personally present at a public meeting in 
Nauvoo, Illinois, before the building of the 
Temple; and there and then saw and heard 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, while preaching, 
raise his hand (pointing to Brigham Young 
who was in the stand with him), sayi)lg; 
"Talk about leading this church; here is 
Br9: .Brigham, if he ever leads this crhuroh, 
'l:i;e will lead it to hell." There were more 
dian a. thousand people pl esent at the time; 
several of whom I; David Dickson, know 
are now living and heard him say it. 

DAVID DICKSON. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 

my hand, and affixed my official seal, at my 
office in the county of San Bernardino, Cal· 
·ifornia, on this 29th day of December, 1883, 

W. W. SMITH, Notary, Public. 

CITY OF ALTON, Illinois, 
March 6th, 1884. 

Bro. Joseph Smith :-In the summer of 
·1134?, one day when your father .and Wil-

liam Clayton went into the country to trans~ 
act some church business, after their re­
turn Bro. Clayton came to the office (Bro. 
WhitehGad was then the Seer's private sec· 
retary. Ed.) about one o'clock p. m. Fath­
er Cutler and I were in the office, and he 
said, "Well; brethren, I have heard some­
thing to-day a little strange." . Bro. Cutler 
asked him if he was going to tell us what it 
was; he said, "Yes, I am; and I hope that 
you wi:l make a note of it." He said, "Af­
ter we had finished our business, .we started 
for home, and had ~ravel~d but a very short 
distance when Joseph stopped 'talking and 
was very much absorbed in thought. He 
never spoke till we were going down the 
Temple hill. He then uttered this language 
aloud; 'If Brigham Young ever leads this 
people he will lead them to the devil.' He 
never spoke another word. When we got to 
my house I got out of the buggy and Joseph 
drove on.'' 

JAMES WHITEHEAD. 

SAN BERNARDINO, California., 
December 31st, 1883. 

Mrs. Huntington says: "While living in 
Nauvoo, I lived three years in Joseph 
Smith's family; was well acquainted with 
church affairs there; and several times 
heard the Prophet Joseph Smith say, •If 
ever Brigham Young leads this church he 
wi!Llead it to hell.'' 

C~THERINE HUNTINGTON . 

SAN BERNARDINO, California, 
December 31st, 1883. 

I lived in Nauvoo from the first of its set­
tlement, and was well acquainted with 
Joseph Smith and family. I well remem­
ber the day Joseph pr'ophesied, "If ever 
Brigham Young leads the church he will 
lead it to hell.'' I believe Joseph was a 
true prophet of God. 

HANNAH LYTLE. 

Personally appeared befor.e me Chas. W. 
Oden, a Notary Public in a.n<l for Harrison 
county, Iowa, this 8th dayof March, 1884, 
John Conyers and Priscelia Con;yers bis 
wife, who on oath say:-"On or about the 
year 1843, in Hancock county, Illinois, at 
a public meeting, Joseph Smith said in ref­
erence to Brigham Young leading the 
Church, •If Brigham Young led the ChuTch, 
he would lead it to hell." 

his 
JOHN X CONYERS, 

mark 
her 

PRISClilLIA X CONYERS. 
mark 

F. M. TERRY, } Wi't 
W. C. ATWELL, % nesses. 

CHAS. W. CoNYERS, Notary Public in 
andfor Harrison County, Iowa. · 
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SAN BERNARDINO, Ca,lifornia, 
December 31st, 1883. 

Mrs. Mary Ralph being duly sworn, de­
poses and says: I lived in Nauvoo, Illinois, 
close to the house of Joseph Smith, just 
across the road, sometime. I also was pres­
ent at a public meeting and heard the 
Prophet Joseph Smith say while preaching, 
"Here is Bro. Brigham; if he ever leads 
this church, he will lead it to hell;" and I 
believe he was a true prophet of God. I 
'1'17as well acquainted '1'17ith the two Partridge 
girls and the two Walker girls and their 
two brothers William and Lorin Walker, 
they were orphans, and all lived in the 
family of Joseph Smith, but I never knew 
thev were any of them his wives; but I 
saw Susy Walker in 1847 and she had a 
young baby in her arms, she told me she 
had been sealed to Joseph for eternity and 
to Heber C. Kimball for time, and Bro. 
Heber was acting proxy for Bro. Joseph. 
Dianthy Farr, daughter of Aaron Farr, told 
me sh<~ was sealed in the same way and 
Wm. Clayton was acting proxy for Bro. 
Joseph with her. The first I ever heard of 
the proxy and sealing business was in 1846. 
Bathsheba Smith, wife of Geo. A.,.told me 
of it then. MARY RALPH. 

Sworn to before me this. 31st day of De­
cember, 1883, W. J. Curtis, Notary Public 
in and for San Bernardino county, state of 
California. 

PoMONA> California, 
February 14th, 1884. 

To Whom this may Concern :-This is to 
certify that I, S. L. Crain, was perannally 
acquainted with Joseph Smith from about 
1840 to 1844, and that I heard him say to 
and of Brigham Young, whom I also knew, 
that if he (Brigham Young) was left to lead 
the church, the pride of his heart wonld 
lead them to hell. This was said at a con­
ference of the .Church, in Nauvoo, where 
there was a large assemblage of the people, 
and probably in the spring of 1843-pos· 
sibly 1842. 

Witness my hand, S. L CRAIN. 
Done in the presence of Wm. Pickering. 

GEN. BRISBIN ON MORMONISM. 

IN a late article to the Omaha Herald, 
General Brisbin predicts that, if the 
Utah Mormons do not of their own ac­
cord put away polygamy, the National 
Government will p1it it down by force 
commenting upon this the Deseret News 
says: 

"Gen. Brisbin is also self- deceived as to 
the method by which he pr~iliots pQl;r~a~py 

will be destroyed by the Government. He 

is sure that many lives will be destroyed in 

the process, that the Latter· day Saints wili 
fight, and every one, men, women and obit' 
dren will take up arms, and to die fighting 

for their religion will be the duty of every 
•Mormon.' This soldier that wants to shine 
as a writer is .not aware that the profou,n~ 
faith of .the Saints is that the Lord will figh~ 
their battles, and that they are opposed to. 
the shedding of biood. And he is equalty 
in the dark as fo the mode by which the; 
army can be employed in the work of des~ 
troying polygamy. Perhaps he will be .&. • 

little more explicit .when he n~x.t rushes in~ 
to print, and will explain how poiyga~y 
can be suppressed by force of arms. Does 
he advocate a general massacre of the •Mor~ 
mon' people? If· not, how can rifles and 
field pieces be brought to bear on a prin­
ciple or its practice? 

The grea,t .fear which seems to agitate the 
bosom of the. gallant General is, that if 
polygamy is not destroyed by some means 
-and in his limited vision he can see only 
two waya in which H can be done':-it .will 
'spread itself over this nation.' What is· 
the reason of this dread? It is experienced 
by many.more thoughtful persons than the 
warrior: correspondent of the Omaha Herald .. 
Why should polygamy spread all over the 
United Sta.tes unless it is put down by force·? 
We are told repeatedly 'that the sentiment 
of the nation is oppose·! to it. Tbat a little 
handful of •Mormons' .can not expect to pre­
vail against fifby millions of people deter. 
mined to suppress a practice opposed. to 
their civilization. That the few ought to 

:yield to the customs, social regulations and 
established institutions of the vast majority. 
And tliat the ·•Mormons' are only a little 
community,of cranks out of harmony with 
the enlightened. and mighty hosts of Chris-; 
tian civiliz~tio.n. Why, then; should there 
be any fear that •Mormon' polygamy, if not 

·suppressed by brute force, will spTead over 
the entire· nation? There seems to be con­
siderable inconsistency in the dread ex­
pressed· when compared with the assump­
tions indulged. in." 

We seldom have .read a paper exhibit­

ing ~o much atupidity in the same space 
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as the above. For instance; the editor 

wishes to know ''how polygamy can be 

suppressed by force of arms?" and, "how 

can rifles and field pieces bebrought to 

bear on a principle or its practice?" 

, . Has the editor never read history? 

Does he not know that.slavery, in "prin­
ciple" and in "practice" once existed in 
the United States and was blotted out 
by "rifles and field pieces ?'' Does he 
not know that nullification existed in 
"principle" and in "practwe" in 1832 
in·south Carolina, and yielded its trait­
orous pretensions through mortal fear 
of President Jackson's "rifles and field 
pie'ces ?" 'Polygamy is held to be a 

crime by the civilization of this age; it 
is declared to be a crime by the Book of 
:Mormon; the Nauvoo edition of the 
Doctrine and Covenants calls it a crime; 
the laws of Illinois and Iowa, where it 
is said to have first originated with the 
Mormons, makes it a crime; the laws 
of this great nation make it a crime. 
And does the News editor seriously 
question either the purpose or the pow­
er of the nation to extirpate this evil 
from its borders since God and the oiv: 
ili!ied world denounce it and lift up the 
sword against it?. Will the News editor 
and his fellows continue to .blind ana 
mislead their followers. till they force a 
fatal issue with this nation and fall the 
victims oi war ! 

They would do well to remember the 
Jewish zealots and their fate; the slave­
ccracy and its fate, and repent and obey 
God and the nation's laws. 

If polygamy were tolerated in Utah 
and the territories, it must then be pro­
tected and telerated throughout the 
Nation. If Mormons were ·permitted 
by the Nation to teach and pmctice it, 
then the Nation would be boundto per­
m.\t any of ita 9iti?;e~~ tg pr(}Qtice it. 

This can never be, and will never be. 
Polygamy is doomed. It ought to per­
ish, and it will perish. Its promulga­
tion and practice are one of the chief 
scandals and crimes of the age, and havd 
done more than all other causes to bring 
just reproach upon those who teach, 
practice, or abet it; and to cover the 
name of the Latter D11y Saints with 
odium and disgrace. 

God's hand, and the Nation's are 
raised against it, and it must go-pos· 
sibly by wrath. 

DELINQUENTS. 
AU persons indebted for the Advocate are 
expected to pay up at once; and we desire 
them to renew for the current volume. 

)!lease remit at once. EDITOR. 

Composure is very often the highest re­
sult of strength. Did we never see a man 
receive a flagrant insult, and only grow a 
little pale and then reply quietly? That 
was a man spiritually strong. Or did we 
never see a man in anguish stand, as if 
carved out of solid rock, mastering himself? 
or one bearing a hopeless daily trial remain 
silent, and never tell the world what it was 
that cankered his home· pea.ce? That is 
strength. He who with strong passions re­
mains chaate; he who, keenly sensitive, 
with manly power of indignation in him, 
can be provoked and yet refrain himself, 
and forgive-these are strong men, spirit­
ual heroes. 

Smoking is."a useless, expensive, selfish, 
and filthJ:practice, it)eads to drunkenness 
in many ;cases, and it is rare to find a 
drunkard, who does not smoke; the man 
who smokes every day is never safe from 
the gutier. 
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cerity of his convbtions or the holiness 
of his life. This old man is the chief 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY. 
EnteredatthePostOfficeatLamoni,DecaturCounty, accuser of Lhe poligamists of Utah, and 

Iowa, as second class matter. it is of the utmost importance not only to 

w. w. BLAIR EDITOR. the JJsephite branch of thu Mormon 
Church, but to the people of the United 

BOOK OE' MORMON MANUSCRIPT. States, that his story should be accur, 
OF the late investigation of what Elder ateiy asoertained and preserv~d. Mr. 
DaviLWhitmer claims to be the man- Whitmer, as one of the three men who 
uscript f10m which the first edition of served Joseph Smith in the capacity of 
the Book of Mormon was printed the apostles and witneEses, denounces the 
Chicago Rerald has this to say: Brighamites of Utah as sweepingly as 

"The investigation now in progress any Christian would care to do, and for­
concerning the authenticity of the Mor- tifies his assertion that the polygamous 
mon .Bible [Book of Mormon] is inter- feature of the faith, introduced by 
estiqg l:>et>ause it shows a disposition on Brigham Young, is without divine 
th~ part· of the non. polygamous mem- sanotion, by reference to the original 
bers of the church to ascertain and es- B1ble in his possession. Acilording to 
tablish .the exact truth of the revelation 'JY.l:r. Whitmer, . Mormonism proper is 
originally made to Joseph Smith. For- nothing more than Christianity, the real 
tunately for the people engaged in this J osephite religion being based on all the 
research, one of the witnesses to the principles generally accepted in Chris­
alleg<Jd supernatural origin ol the Mor- tendom, and calling for belief in no new 
mors Bible is slill living in the person dogma except that of laLler-day rave­
of David Whitmer, of Thiissouri, and he lation. Nearly aU the practices of the 
still has in .his possession the original Utah Church are severely condemned 
manuscript of the book as it first ap- by him, and Brigham Yotmg was con­
peared ~.bout fifty ytJars ago. . sidered by him to be possessed by a 

:Mr. Whitmer is now a very old man, devil. Mr. Whitmer talks freely on all 
but hili! mental faculties are as. vigorous these matt;;rs, and is as hopeful as any 
as ever. He has. lived in Missouri fo1· one can be that the beastly worship 
many. years, enjoying the respect of maintain ad in the far West will be 
people of all denominations, none of wiped out. 
whom will believe that he would adhere I When Josephf::imith received his rev­
to. a falsehood, and with every one of elation in Western New York, Mr. 
whom his worJ. is considered as good as Whitmer w.<s a yo:mg man living in the 
his bond. Whatever views may be en- same neighborhood. He knew Smith 
tert~tined by his neighbars respecting well, and was familiar with his charac­
Mormoaism, not one questions the sin- ter, which was that of a zealous Chris-
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tian man. ,.After Smith received his 

revelation ha invited Whitmer and two 

others to go with him to a hill in the 

vicinity, and there they dug up the 

plates of goU on which were inscrib Jd 
many mysterious characters, which 
learn€d men were unable to. decipher. 
In the course of tim{) Smith received 
more light, and in company with the 
three witnesses, who wrote as he dic­
tated, he translated the tablets. Smith 
claimed that these records were only 
confirmatory of Christianity, being the 
testimony of on9 of the lost tribes oi 
Israel; that others would presently be 
found, and that ch:uches l elieving in 
them would only be accer.ting an ad­
vanced and.doubly fortified Christianity. 
SJme time after the plates had been 
translated Smith and tne three witnes­
SJS were walking along the highway one 
day, when a rr.shing noise as of winds 
and waters was heard. As they looked 
aloft the plates were caught up and dis­
appeared, and a voice from above said: 
"Bear witness to what you have seen 
and heard." This the three men did, 
and as they had all been known as re­
ligious men before these occurences, 
their stories found ~ome credouce. 

After the Jeath of Joseph Smith the 
chu.ch fell upon evil ways, and the set­
tlement in Utah, far away from civiliza­
tion, facilitated the work of the design­
ing men who suceaeded him. 'lhe 
Mormons who rejected the teachings of 
Brigham Young either remained behind 
or deserted him and his party. .Most 
couspicuous among these, of course, was 
David Whitmer, and to <Obtain his sup· 
port Brigham devoted every energy. 
Failing in this he made a determined 
effort to secure the manuscript of the 
Bib!e, [Book of Mormon], offering large 
sums of moaey for it, but Whitmer re· 

fused to part with it. Brigham had in 

the meantime changed the original 

Bible [Book of Mormon] to suit his 

own purposes, and had added to it 

various revelations which he had re­
ceived. The present investigation is 
in charge of theJosephites, who wish to 
establish more emphatically than ever 
the accuracy of the W 1itmer Bible 
[Book of Mormon] and the falsity of the 
one fathered by Brigham. In this effort 
they will be followed by a great many 
people besides those of their o:wn faith. 
If it becomes necessary to employ force 
against the polygamous Mormons of 
Utah, it will be of much moral assist­
ance to have the support of the Joseph­
ita branch with evidence of the Brig­
hamites' charlatanism. 

The general good character, piety and 
intelligence of Mr~ Whitmerlead people 
to place much greater dependence upon 
the story which I.Je tells than they other­
wise would. The natural effect of such 
a delusion as that under which he and 
many other good men labored.in the 
early days .of Mormonism is now appar­
ent in Utah. If one man could receive 
a revelation another on.e cuuld, and if a 
good man could, why not a bad one? 
Revelation is an easy busines for as 
tricky or designing leader. It was 
practised in early times by the leaders 
of superstition~ peoples. The Saracene 
never fought so valiantlv as when their 
leaders had just received encourage­
ment from on high. Brigham Young 
found it to be the sourcn of his greatest 
influence. He had revelations on every­
thing, and could f!et them on the short· 
est notice; and when he died every 
elder in the Church assumed the same 
privilege. There is absolutely no limit 
to the number of revelations a Mormon 
may re,•eive, except the credulity of his 
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followers. The Eastern Mormons will 
be doing the country a valuable service 

in sh0wing up from their own stand­
point the false pretenses of the schis. 
matics of Utah." 

The Herald's is a well tempered state­
ment, in the main, on many points, but 
makes some mistakes. It is not true 
that "the re~l J osephite religion" is 
"based on all the principles generally 
accepted •in Christendom." But it is 
based on all the principles of the Chris­
tianity of Jesus and the apostles as 
found in the New Testament. It is 
also based on similar principles found in 
the Book of Mormon; and on those of 
the same kind found in the Book of 
Covenants, but ou nothing contrary to 
them. 

Joseph Smith was not accompanied 
by Elder Whitmer, nor any other man, 
when he ''dug up the plates." He 
claimed that only the angel of God was 
with him at that time, and Elder Whit­
mer claims probably, nothing contrary 
to this. Only two rf "the witneoses" 
wrote fur Joseph on the manuscript, 
and besides these, his wife, Emma, John 
or ChriF.tian Whitmer, and one of the 
Hale's-his wife's brother-wrote some 
for him. The Herald gets it "mixeu" 
in regard to the manner in which the 
plates were taken from Joseph. The 
latter says he delivered them int.o the 
hands of the angel; and David Whit• 
mer, 0. Cowdery, and Martin Harris, 
claimed that the angel of God showed 
them the said plates, and more of a sim­
ilar kind, in a glorious, open, noon.day 
vision. 

It is hardly true that Brigham 
"changed the (lriginal Bible," [Book of 
Mormon], if we except numerous typo­
gr~phical errors wHch crrpt in, and er­
rors in the translations from the English 

to foreign tongues. That he did change 
its application in church doctrine and 
discipline and practically made it "a 
dead letter"-pretending to believe it, 
yet in teaching and in practice repudi­
ating L-is a fact too notorious tJ be 
disputed. All "the support of the 
J osephite branch" the nation may count 
on in the event indicated by the Herald, 
is that which comes of their loyalty to 
the natinn, their devotion to the faith 
as found in the Bible, Book of Mormon, 
and the Nauvoo Edition of t}le Doctrine 
and Covenants, and their persistent and 
successful efforts in showing the apos· 
tasy and delusion of Brighamism. 

The BrighPmite system opens the 
door for just such delusive revelations 
a~ the Herald surmises and decries; 
but the basis upon which, and the prin· 
ciples by which the church under Joseph, 
the Seer, and the church under Joseph 
the son of the Seer, was and is builded, 
affords no such opportunities; for the 
teachings of Christ are the basis and 
standard, and anything and everything 
that comes which conflicts with those 
must be false, and sho:>ld at once be 
rejected. This test will detect errors, 
morally, and doctrinally, as perfectly as 
a straight edge will detect -:he deflec­
tions from a right line. 

---~~·~------

ELDER R. J. ANTHONY writes Dacem· 
ber 24th, that the "Sandhodens Ban· 
ner will be a great auxiliary to the 
Advocate in this mission." He further 
says-"The Advocate is indispensable. 
We can not do without it. It goe<! on 
the wings of the wind and prepares the 
way for the elders in many places. I 
trust it may be abundantly sustained. 
It has been the means of causing many 
to see the errors in Utah Mormonism. 
It silently carries its message of truth to 
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the down trodden and oppressed, whis­
pering peace to the wandering ones, 
while the Spirit seals the testimony of 
its mission to them." 

Under date of December 16th, Bro. 
A. McKenzie, of Merlin, Ontario, says of 
the Advocate-"It ought to be read cin 
every house of the Saints, to post them­
selves. As for me, I could not do very 
well without it." 

We frequently receive letters expres­
sing similar sentiments, and they lead 
us to think it may be best to continue 
to. publish at least another volume of 
the Advocate, ifit is sustained by prompt 
subscriptions. 

LIVING ORACLES. 

THE counsel of God to his people through 
Joseph Smith was that they should not 
trust. in the arm of flesh, or in other 
words, not to worship nor believe in 
man's counsel that did not harmonize 
with his own word to them. The ex­
perience of God's people in :an ages 
was obedience and prosperity, or dis­
obedience with adversity and rejection, 
as when lte gives commands they must 
be obeyed; for He can not look upon 
disobedience with any degree of allow­
ance. We believe him tv be a just and 
unchangeable being, and His people in 
this agJ stand in the same relationship 
to Him now as people of other ages, 
their experience will be exactly the 
same, stan:l or fall as they may work 
righteousness, or practise works of evil 
before Him .. 

It 1s the preeLllinent danger that be­
sets God's people; humanity is so frail 
and prone to evil influence and its in­
sidious workings, constantly lurking as 
it is in their pathway. No course seems 
so necessary and safe as that of constant 
diligence in endeavoring to find out 

what God's commands are, and how to 
make their proper application to them­
selves. His mercy and long suffering are 
so gre'lt and extended that sometimes 
the pe:,ple are unconscious of their true 
condition before him, and it is possible 
that whilst laboring under an imagined 
condition of righteous uprightness be­
fore Hb• a studied observation of the 
situation as measured by the word of 
God might reveal an alarming one, at 
once dangerous and deplorable; a people 
standing at the very extremity of heav­
en's mercy! ripe in iniquity, upon whom 
its just wrath uust soon fa~l as a suit­
able reward for its perversity and 
disobedience. ' 

Just so we believe to be the condition 
of ttle people in Utah. They too have 
entered into this slippery path of trans­
gression, unwarily we really believe; and 
a dark ~loud of spiritual d~rkness com­
pletely 'enshrouds them to the imp~i:ring 
of their powers of discernment by' which 
they can not see when good eometh;and 
call evil good. It is this view of their 
condition that inspires the Reorganin­
tion to labor so assiduously in combat­
ting the evils that have overtaken them; 
it desires in all lov,ng feeling to avert, if 
possible: the impending dangers hang­
ing so gloomily above them, and re­
deem as many as will be redeemed, by 
bringing them into full harmony with 
God's precious word from which they 
have so manifestly departed. 

We had need to go back no further 
than the period immediately subsequent 
to Joseph Smith's Martyrdom, did not 
that tragic event Cctrry with it such a 
positive relationship to our subject, in 
its resuits to the Church at the time of 
its occurauce. To what extent? No 
person could answer better ,than. Brig-

, ham Young did when before his people; 
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he said "You are now w~thout a proph­

et in the flesh." No more' important 
' ~ 

truth was ever uttered by· the lips of 

man than . this; but uttered at a time 

when its importance could n :t be under­

stood by those to whom it was addressed. 
A spiritual darkness was reigning; priest 
and :people alike were under its· baneful 

· influen0e, ready to obey any one, or do 
anything that a living oracle might step 
forward and sug;,;est as necessary and 
proper to be done. We have cften been 
Jetl to inquire mentally if R Young was 
fully aware himself of the full meaning 
of that. short saying of his, we think not, 
and incline to the belitf that "God 
Lrced it out of hi~ mouth," that it 
might become a weapon against him, 

'when in after time his very act should 
be arraigned before the pure word of 
God. If he· was conscious of its full im­
port his whole subsequent lAf.,·and acts 
crowded· into it· condemn. him as an un­
principled deceiver; for against his own 
conscience he knowingly laid foundations 
of misery and woe to thousands of hu­
ruanity, contrary to Divine commands, 
which he had been honored with a com­
mission to expound. 

The sad loss tilat came to the church 
by Joseph's death can only be under­
stood by knowing his worth to it. It 
can not be told plainer than by God's 
own words when presenting him to the 
church, B. C. 103: 39, "I give unto 
you my servant Joseph to be a presid­
ing Elder over all my church, to be a 
translator, a revelator, a se0r and proph­
et, to receive the oracles for the whole 
church." Here we have it stated in a 
few words. What an awful misfortune 
to lose such a gift as this, and what an 
awful dilemma for the Church of Uod to 
be found in. By his removal the heav­
ens becam'e as braes .over it. By it1 its 

very foundation was temJ)orarily dis­

turbed,. yea· destroyed, as no, available 

living one remained· to relay it, riot one 

could be found to. 'enter.into the Dii>ine • 
presence, ·to receive 'One word o:f. comfort 

or consolation 1n that 111ost•trying hour. 
Shall we admit t:ltat heH had deliberately 
prevailed against ; God without a 'just 
cause? Never!. Never! Without one 
we do not believe that all the combined 
powers of the· dark regions aided by 
mobbers in· the 1 flesh could ever have 
wrought such a calamity to the church. 
The living oracles of Utah still make 
capital with their following by their un­
ceasing denunciations against the per­
petrators; and bind it into one· strong 
band with an oath to avenge their blood 
upJn the whole nation. In the light of 
their <beholdiug it· was for righteousness 
sake, and it alone. A· living carnal 
oracle never could see God in H:is deal­
ings with a people under condemnation, 
receiving a just rec-ompense for their 
sins. So with the original church and 
its leaders at the time of tlie martyrdom; 
we fully believe it was in a condition 
that priest nor people could underst~nd 
then, and do not now, as its whole 
course of proceeding from that time un­
til now, has been one of bitter and most 
constant antagonism to every principle, 
doctrine and counsel revealed through 
Joseph Smith for its up building amongst 
men. Before· it was three years old its 
disobedience was so flagrant that the 
wrath of God was kindled against it, as 
is shown in revelation of September,. 
1832, wherein the whole church is pro­
nounced as under condemnation at that 
time. In the death of him whom God 
raised up and clothed with such price­
less powers of·worth to the church,. we 

·think we see the Divine hand >indelibly 
impressed- As long as he remained the 
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visible living head there virtually con­
tinued a heavenly recognition of the 

church, for he alone held those powers 
that kept the recognizing principle in-

' tact. Remove him and it immetliately 
became destroyed, and a,I claiming 
identity with the work should make 
earnest, diligent inquiry, and ascertain 
why God permit~ed death to overtake 
him, and hell to prevail against the prin­
ciple of revelation, destroying the foun­
dation of the church at that time. We 
have heard many reasons offered even 
ascribing it to the unworthiness of 
Joseph himself whi st the church re­
mained in an acceptable condition. We 
do not so understand the character of 
God, that he would permit such a loss 
to overtake his church under such cir­
cumstances without arranging his. divine 
providence that another should be stand­
ing ready, and fully entitled to stand in 
the breach, at the proper moment of 
time. To do otherwise would belie his 
unchangeable charact.er. He so pro­
vided for Israel, as wicked and rebel­
lious as it was under the leadership of 
Moses, in a Joshua even before Moses 
was taken away. How much more 
might we expect He would so provide 
with a righteous lsrael before him; 
there is actual necessity for such pro­
vision in such a case. Had none such 
been made human perversity would have 
stepped in. Disin"tegration would have 
followed, for in all probability living or­
acles like Korah, Dathan and Abiram, 
aspirers to the prophetic office, would 
have been numerous. Each with his 
fullowing would have weakened the 
body, leaving it exposed to be destroyed 
by the wicked around it. As long as 
Israel remained worthy they were never 
found without one standi.Jg in the 
prophetic office, to lead them as Moses 

led them, by the revelations of God; 
and we will assert even further, that 

'" God never would have deprived modern 

Israel of its leader, providing it was 

righteous before him, even though its 
anointed one was in a state of rebellion 
himself. Instance Solomon; notwith­
standing all his wicked departures from 
the counsel of God, his whoredoms, &c., 
we are told in the Inbpired Translation 
of the scriptures, 1 Kings 3: 1, that 
"God blessed Solomon for the people's 
sake only." 

We view his death from another 
aspect; even that of actual necessity, in 
order that heaven's racognition of that 
people might be severed. lly what oth­
er act could there be so signal a man­
ifestation of heaven's disapproval, and 
rejection of a sinful and rebellious people 
than it? To u& it looks as Lhe veritable 
sign to announce the end of merey, and 
long suffering toward that people, and 
the ushering in of that rejection so long 
and surely foreshadowed in the oracles 
of God. It is of no use, whatever for 
the living oracles of Utah to be con­
tinually throwing the blame upon the 
mobbers of Carthage, and making the 
whole nation accessory to the crime. 
Carnal humanity has always been the 
instrument to execute Divine wrath up­
on a rebellious people. It has been in­
exorable in its following with fire and 
sword the church, from the time its con­
demnation was pronounced in 1832. 
Whatever excesses it committed, it alone 
IS responsible to Him who in the great 
judgment to come will reward every one 
according to his works in the flesh. 
Vengeance is mine, said the Lord, and 
I will repay, in mine own due time. 
"If thy enemy strike thee on on·e cheek 
turn to him the other." "Pray for thy 
enemies." · ' Oh Lord forgife tl::.em for 
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they know not what they do," are the 
utterances of those worthy examples of 
Christian embodiment under the most 
trying circumstances. The living oracles 
revenge the martyrdom indeed! There 
is greater need of going in sack cloth 
and ashes, and in deeply repenting all 
the remaining days of their lives, by 
those who are so glibbly crying and plan­
ning vengeance; for to them can be 
safely traced the responsibility and its 
results, of treating lightly the counsel of 
God, and iptroducing rebellion against 
his word; for which God permitted poor 
Zion to suffer, the church to be bereft of 
her presiding prophet; for which they 
were not counted worthy to retain the 
promised inheritance, and were as 
wicked and rebellioud, driven away to 
be trampled under the feet of men.-
Jirfore anon. T. J. ANDREWS. 

.TWO VIEWS OF POLYGAMY. 
WHICH IS CORRECT? 

'•B:~moLD, thus saith the Lord. This 
people begin to wax in iniquity; they 
understand nat the scriptures; for they 
seek to excuse themselves in committing 
whoredoms, because of the things which 
were written concerning D.tvid, and Sol­
omon his son. Behold, David and Sol­
omon truly had many wives and concu­
bines, which thing was abominable be­
fore me, saith the LC>rd, wherefore, thus 
saith the Lord, I have led this people 
forth out of the land of Jerusalem, by 
the power of mine arm, that I might 
raise up unto me a righteous branch 
from the fruit of the loins of Joseph. 
Wherefore, I, the Lord God, will not 
suffer that this people shall do like un­
to them of old. Wherefore, my breth­
ren, hear· me, and hearken to the word 
of the Lord: For there shall not any 
man among you have save. it . be one 

wife: and concubines he shall have 

none: For I, the Lord God, delighteth 
in the chastity of women. And whore­

doms are an abomination before me: 

thus saith the Lord of Hosts. Where­
fore, this people shall keep my cummand­
ments, saith the Lord of Hosts, or cursed 
be the land for th.eir sakes. For if I 
will, saith the Lord of Hosts, raise up 
seed unto me, I will command my 
people: otherwise, they shall hearken 
unto these things. For behold, I, the 
Lord, have seen the s,Jrrow, and heard 
the mourning of the daughters of my 
people in the land of Jerusalem; yea, · 
and in all the lands of my people, be­
cause of the wickedness and abomina­
tions of their husbands. And I will 
not suffer, saith the Lord of Hosts, that 
the cries of the fair daughters of this 
people, which I have led out of the 
land of Jerusalem, shall come up unto 
me, against the men of my people, saitfr 
the ],ord of Hosts; for they shall not 
lead away captive, the daughters of my 
people, because of their tenderness, save 
I shall visit them with a sore curse, 
even unto destruction; for they shall 
not commit whoredoms, like unto them 
of cld, saitli the Lord of Hosts.'' -Book 
of Mormon, Jacob 2: 6. 

Although the above statements are 
clear and plain, (and it seems impos­
sible that they could be misunderstood), 
still there are two different rendering!'! 
of this text, each directly opposite to 
the other. One condemning polygamy, 
the other favoring it. In order that 
the true meaning of the words may be 
seen we will present both, and try to 
bring evidences to establish the truth. 

Disregarding the many positive state­
ments directly against polygamy in the 
quotation, the believers in that doctrine 
select one clause, and claim that it shJws 
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Gollis iJ;l;favo~,of~:the doo~JiinEf,· -Tb.eit 
ver.l!.ii!p,;)sf,as, foUQw,~; "F()r·jf; I 
aai~h ,tQ,e .L!ilJ:d .of .. HosttJi ra,iM.:Qp 
;Un~Qt:.mo~ll:wi.ll ~o.mm~J;l,\l jllly ,,p~op!~~, 
(togq: ,into.;pQlyga;l!ly)c•oth.el',wi~e1.{if) 

;doi,, · · · them);r. · ..... , •. ,.~ ........ ~. 

nqt~nJ<tn.an J~n. lQJl!g,tl~OiP~ hl~.Yle 

OJ!E); W~fe;: iLJ!d, ~Ulll,<lll.!(lJiLttt!. 
none.":) T·ll.~t,;isJ.;;w:heP. Go.d 
Up;:See!\;;ll.DtQ;;bimit'he wi:lhOCliDl;QJtlld;·b.is.t 
P®PIEI 'J;o£goLiniO?Ip~lyga,ll!-Yd · But;when . 
G.pd:.does•po)iv,co.rnmand then1 to; go l:nJ~·Il4JS··tllen[l;.t1oll;atr., til:f~~'.SI:lP.I;Jc,l~av:erP"i/;(~rl.? 

pq,lygP.my~,;.i_llL orderr: to-; r~is.ewup · 
rigb,teo:Qs;li!e!<ld1 they,shall!hq;~e on 
wife;. )1'4\li! ris ~he way;,th~ Utall; 'ChMcl:l: 
te!l<obrit.;; 

We,~. Who±.arer:.Pp,pru!.t.~d · to; 
tril,!lei ;, th~t., t tMyy ail':!l~ ;:E~IU'I~.e$\M. 

. , . . . ·' . ~!lg) llt><"'t'l>,•H 

en.to;.;thei;wqr.d;I:&;tt,he~~Qt~; +~ ....... h..o ... 6 , 

shall:nat,anJy man,amqng;y~ 
it :b:e on~ wife;.. imd\ co.;n~;<,u.;J ~IP.tll!c.ut;t .. ,,till.~U 
have.,none)) :oth::env:ise, (if I do·; 
comm!!!nd, them~,,·· they,. ;shall. ;he~Lr:k•e;nc;;j 
untos .;.these;, thing~;~'·( the~ ;thipgs-:w hi'oh ~~~:~r,i~iil; 

were written, eon.,ce'\l;';ning.po,lyga~y !~~~~§~~~~~$~~~ itslik.tt inel:uding::David·.itnd .. , Sola~\ln1 .. 

ha:viug· ''many ,:wives::and, .'eouQub.i;n®.':~P· 
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KATE FIELD ON MORMONISlVI. 

THE Haverhill (Mass.) Gazette gives 
the following, a part of Miss Field's lec­
ture on Mormonism in the city of 
Haverhill of late. The facts stated are 
in the main correct; but it should be 
understood that the said "committee" 
who went to Washington, did so in order 
to show those in authority that polyg­
amy never was, and never could be 
rightfully a doctrine or practice of the 
true Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints. 

The "15,000 members in Utah," 
should read 1,500, unless that member 
was intended to apply to those in sym­
pathy with the Reorganized Church in 
Utah. There are thirteen, instead of 
':three" branches in Utah. 

Miss Field Studied "Mormonism," 
first and last, from the books, papers, 
and periodicals of the old church, the 
Brighamite Church, and the Reorgan­
ized Church, as also from other sources, 
including personal observation, and her 
statements are likely to te found far 
more correct than most. of others who 
write and lecture on "M'ormonism." 

"No attempt was made to make a full re­
port of the somewhat piquant lecture of 
Miss Kate Field at the Academy of Musio 
last night. But we observe on looking the 
report over that one important point was 
almost entirely omitted. It is the difference 

between the true Latter Day S1ints, which 
have churches in Boston, Providence, New 
York and in many other localities all ovJr 
the country, and the Mormonism of Brig­
ham Young. The Reorganized Church of 
Latter Day Saints was founded by Joseph 
Smith at Palmyra, N. Y., in 1830, and it 
continued to grow and flourish until he was 
killed in 1844. There had, however, at that 
time crept into the church against the 
teaching and example of Smith, the doctrine 
of polygamy, for he believed that "there 
could be no such doctrine or practice among 
those who follow the teachings of Christ and 
the Holy Spirit.' Upon the death of Smith 
the Church which then numbered 150,000 
was broken up and scattered into fifteen 
fragments, ar.d these under different leaders 
went into different States and Territories 
and settled. Only 10 000, or about one­
fifteenth of the whole number, accepted the 
teachings of Brigham Young, and followed 
him acl."oss the plains to Utah. The threrl 
sons of Joseph Smith refused to be of the 
number. In 1851 there were a few of the 
followers of Smith in a little village near 
Beloit, Wisconsin, who, by inspiration and 
revelation, were commanded to organize a 
church, and choose a leader who should be 
at their head until the arrival among them 
of one of Joseph Smith's sons, who, it had 
b~en foretold, would appear. The church 
was organized in 1852, as was directed. 
In 1860 Joseph Smith's son Joseph appeared 
and took charge of the church, and has 
been its head or president ever since. The 
total membership is about 30,000, and is in­
creasing rapidly. There is a church in Salt 
Lake City and three in the Territory of 
Utah. Polygamy, the cur8e of Mormonism, 
originated with the leaders of the Utah 
Church. The doctrine of polygamy is con­
trary to the Book of Mormon. Polygamy is 
also called in it "a grosser crime" than 
pride, etc. The voice of God to the true 
Latter Day Saint is, "Thou shalt love thy 
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wife with all thy heart, and cleave unto her 
and none else." When the Edmunds bill 
for the suppression of polygamy was before 
the judicial committee of Congress it was 
argued that it should not become a law be­
cause it interfered with a religious belief 
and was unconstitutional. A committee of 
the true Churc.h of Latter Day Saints, which 
had been appointed for the purpose, went 
to Washington and gave their testimony 
which clearly upset this claim. It was 
proved to be false, the bill was passed 11-nd 
it is claimed that it was largely due to the 
efforts of the followers of Joseph Smith. 
The recruits to the Utah Church for many 
years past have been o,btained among the 
most ignorant and superstitious of the peas­
antry of Europe, and it is difficult to con­
vince them of the deceit practiced upon 
them by Young, C&nnon and others. How­
ever, the work of eniightening them con­
tinues both in Utah and abroad, and the 
churches of the Latter Day Saints have at 
this time about 15,000 members in Utah, 
the camp of the enemy. The Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day S&ints 
has its headquarters at Lamoni, Decatur 
county, Iowa, where Joseph Smith resides 
and where it has its printing presses. So 
it seems there is nothing bad about Mor­
monism as founded by Joseph Smith; it is 
no worse than a score of other :religious 
sects. The law in this country will not in­
terfere with religion; neither has religion 
any business to interfere with the law. 

,. Miss Field's point that the crime of Utah 
was treason was a good one. The Mor­
monism of Brigham Young is the nnkest 
treason, a crime against the flag. Miss 
Field desires to see a petition sent to Con­
gress-probably something that might 1:-e 
drafted by Eli H. Th'!urray, the present gov­
ernor~that the Government take hold of 
the matter with strong hands and enforce 
the laws of the land. Her plan is a good 
one, and will quite likely be put in effect.". .. _......., ___ _ 

PRESIDENT .TOHN TAYLOR. 
HE puts duty to polygamic law the first 
in order, and makes obedience to the 
law of the land as of secondary import. 

a1}~;~e, He oounselB ;t~ai11st wio~e~!le in 

resisting what he terms persecution ; 
bewails the existe!'lCe of "secret organ­
izations" in the United States, predicts 
serious calamities near, and claims that 
himself and fellowa will "rescue the 
Constitution." We remind him and his 
kind that they, by violation of God's 
laws as contained in the sacred books of 
the church, have brought upon them­
selves the very evils they complain of; 
and, thai; now they are reaping what 
they have sown. They profess to be­
lieve the Book of Mormon and Nauvoo 
Doctrine and Covenants; but in works 
they Equarely violate their plainest 
teachings. They claim they are perse­
cuted for righteousness sake, whereas 
nothing is plainer than that they are 
suffering "as evil doers''-transgressors 
of the pure teachings of the Book of 
Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and 
New Testament. They complain of 
"secret organization" in the States; 
yet their church builds and fosters one 
of the very worst; for it. is the tool and 
the strength of the.r priestcraft. There 
is not a line .in the written teachings of 
Christ or his faithful ministers to justify 
secret organization, but very much 
against them; and the Utah leaders may 
gloss over their secret orders as they will, 
when they denounce those in the States 
it is like Satan rebuking sin. ··rhey 
"need to first make clean the inside of 
the cup and the platter," and then it. will 
be time enough to point out the sins of 
others. We pity the Utah Mormons, 
and we despiiJe the cant and craft of their 
leaders. May God open their eyes to 
see the snare in which they have been 
~ku. · 

"President John T&ylor.-I am very 
much pleased with the remarks of Brother 
Snow. The principles whiah he touched 
upon are holy and can not, be fully under.­
stood by the tt!ltt11ral :rn!Hl, 'I'be things of 
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God can be understood only by the Spirit of I things that we must understand. God has 
God. Myself, Brother Snow, and others revealed certain laws and commanded us to 
have been absent for some time, visiting obey them, but the government declares it 
our southern brethren, some of whom have 
been so severely persecuted in 'the name of 
the law. They have been dealt with con­
trary to the usages of law, and had many of 
their rights wrested from them. A number 
who have been so unlawfully convicted, 
have been sent to prison in Detroit, not­
withstanding there is a good penitentiary 
in Arizona. This was an unnecessary out. 
rage. I was in hopes that things were not 

:so bad as represented to me before I left, 
, but in this I was mistaken. I regret this 
<condition of things as much, if not more, for 
:the nation's sake than for the brethren's. 
I was hardly prepared to learn that here in 
lthis boasted land of liberty we have an 
American Siberia, where persons are sent 
with as little ceremony as if they were in 
Russia. Our brethren were much gratified 
with our visit and instructions, but they 
are surrounded by trying circumstances. 
All those who hold prominent positions are 
obliged to resign or break the law. I do 
not advise them to break the law. We are 
opposed and persecuted simply. because we 
have the audacity to worship God according 
to the dictates of our own conscience. We 
have been robbed, plundered and driven for 
the gospel's sake. They killed the proph­
ets, and thought that they had killed me, 
but by the grace of God I am alive yet. 
!l'he history of these things is quite familiar 
to the Latter-day Saints. Many of our 
grayheaded m~n have seen much of this 
treatment, and do you think it will grow 
better? We are told that the wicked shall 
become more wicked, and that judgments 
shall begin at the house of the Lord. Secret 
organizations permeate these United States, 
and this government stands upon a volcano, 
but does not seem to realize it. This con­
dition of things is in accordance with the 
scriptures. I know some of the thlngs that 
will befall the wicked, and I feel sorry for 
them. I feelto thank and praise God for 
his goodness and shout hosannah to his 
name. 

"I regret that our brethren must suffer 
:persecution, but it is necessary to teach us 

will punish us if we do. Which shall we 
obey? I would like to obey every law of 
man, but I consider that the framers and 
enforcers of these unconstitutional laws have 
violated their oaths. We can not afford to 
forsake our wives and break up our families, 
to comply with these laws, ~nd I will not do 
it, so help me God. When the infamous Ed. 
munds law passed I complied· with its con­
ditions as fa'r as I could, conscientiously. 
So I removed my wives, who were living 
together very comfortably, and separate~ 
them. I wished to see how t)le law woum 
work; and I will tell you that those who 
sow the wind will reap the whirlwind. Not 
satisfied with the law the Governor had to 
break another provision of the Constitution 
by introducing a test oath. Can any one 
tell me of a single instance when any man 
has been lawfully prosecuted for being a 
"Mormon?" Let these wicked men take 
their course; if they can afford it, we can. 
Why, some of the brethren were fleeing 
from free America and seeking protection in 
other nations. If such persecutions as we 
endure were heaped upon any other people 
there would be d·ead bodies hanging from 
the poles of the streets. Keep out of the 
enemy's way as much as possible, but do no 
violence. But if closely pressed, take care 
of yourself as best you may. ·Obey all just 
laws. Let us have no breaking of heads, 
nor bloodshed. The wicked will kill the 
wicked. God will protect us, and while 
others are trampling underfoot the law, Jet 
us maintain it. We expect 'to rescue the 
Constitution, for this nation will soon crum­
ble. Soon we shall see trouble, throuble in 
this nation. Let us obey every institution 
of man as far as we can without violating 
our obligations to God, and seek to bring 
about the time when His will will be done 
on earth as it is done in heaven." 

ANTI-MORMON LAW IN TENNESSEE. 
"NASHVILLE, Tenn., Jan. 16th.-Since 

the murder of Gibbs and Berry, Mormon 
elders, in Lewis county, while conducting 
worship last August, and the publication of 
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a serious charge of immorality made against teach and incite murder, theft, treason, 
them by the people among whom they sedition and their like, it is equally as 
labored, pnblic opinion has been aroused, just and as proper for them to legislate 
and a determination been manifested to 
prevent further proselyting. Notwithstand- against those who teach the crime of 
ing the massacre, elders have been working polygamy, when occasion demands it. 
quietly in several counties, and to prevent Society has the right to protect itself, 
them expounding their doctrine, and to and to use heroic measures when forced 
guard against oth.er possible deadly affrays, to do so. If Utah polygamists were 
a bill has been introduced in the Legislature placed in the stead of the anti-polyg­
to punish those teaching the doctrine of 
polygamy by a fine of $500 and imprison· amists throughout the world, they could 
ment for two or three years at the discre- readily see the justness and the neces­
tion of the court. It is likely the measure sity for laws to prevent the propagation 
will become a law." of the crime of polygamy. The non-

The above may be taken as a fair in- Mormon world esteem all polygamists­

dication of public sentiment, generally, those who teach, aid and encourage it, 
on polygamy throughout _the United as well as those who practice it-as 

States, and, indeed, throughout all the criminals; and hence all these· classes 
other parts of the civilized world. are held responsible for its propagation 

Brigham Young, in August, 1S52, and practice. 
when the polygamic revelation was first Col. Ransford Smith,'.in his campaign 

introduced publicly, prophecied that in speech in O,;den, Utah, laot October, 
principle and in practice polygamy gave voice to the sentiments of non­
would become popular and be endorsed polygamists on these matters very clearly, 

by the public, and would "sail over all when he said:-

opposition." If he were alive to. day "The Mormon people all, either actually, 
he could see the indignation of an en- or morally, violate the law against polygamy. 
lightened world, like a wall of fire, con- Some vic late this law as principals, the rest 
fronting this foul reproach of the Latter are acceaso,ies, and some, indeed, in both 
Day Saints. this blight of the home. capacities. In criminal law a prinJipal is 
h · f h ' .one who is the actual perpetrator of a crim-

t IS curse 0 ~ 8 race. . . , inal act, or who was present aiding and 
Polygamy lS held by somoty to be a abetting another in its perpetration. An 

crime; and by the laws of the Nation accessory before the fact, is one who being 
and of the several states it is made a absent at the time of the commission of a 

crime; and the people assume it equally 
just to legislate against persons advocat. 
ing that crime as they would against 
those who wou d advocate murder, ar­
son, treason, stealing and their like. 
Such legislaticu is extreme; but does 
not the state of the case justify it? Is 
it any worse to frame laws against. the 
teaching of the crime of polygamy than 
against teaching the other crimes men­
tioned? If it is just fvr States and the 

Nation to legislate against those who 

crime, nevertheless advise'!, procured, coun­
seled or commanded it to be committed. 

By the common law accessories before 
the fact and principals in crime, were pun­
ishable in the same degree. The distinction 
between the principals and such accessories 
has very wisely been abolished by statute 
in Utah; both are declared to be principals; 
and he who by the common law was an ac· 
cessory after the fact, is now in our statute 
called simply an accessory. 

In criminal law an accessory after the 
fact is defined to be one who knowing a fel­
ony to have been committed, receives, har-
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bora relieves, comforts, or assists the felon. 
Our statute provides for such cases, too. 
This is a Territorial enactment, but it has a 
moral, an ethical bearing, which I commend 
to my opponent, and to the Mormon elders 
and bishops who are urging the people to go 
into polygamy. I read from pages 570 and 
571 of the "Compiled Laws of ULah. The 
title is: "Of Parties to Crime." The act is: 
(I quote only that part applicable to my 
point). "All persons concerned in the com­
mission of a crime, whether they directly 
commit the act constituting the offence, or 
aid and abet in its commission, or, not be­
ing present, have advised and encouraged 
its commission, are principals in any crime 
so committed." 

2 John 11, teaches thr same princif.le 

-"He that b,ddetu him God speed is 
partaker of his evil deeds." So also 

doea "the law'' of the church, for it de. 

mands of the Saints that they shall hon· 

or and aid the law by delivering up un­

to "the laws of the land," all persons 

among them who violates said laws. 
God requires this! Doc. Cov., Revela­

tion February, 1831. In view of thestJ 

facts, the Utah M"rmons should not be 

surprised when States, and the Nation, 

ena0t laws to suppress the teaching, as 
well as the practice, of the crime of 

polygamy. 
Their wisdom, their peace, and their 

safety, is to return to, and keep, the 
laws of the church a;s contained in tl-.e 

New Testament, Book of Mormon, and 

that edition of the B.Jok of Dor.trine and 

Covenants used and endorsed by Joseph 
the Seer, and to fallow no one who does 
not thus teach and practice. 

holding civil r ffice or voting. It is ex­

treme, a "d Utah Mormons may first 

blame those for i.t who Jed them into 

polygamic faith, practices, or associations. 

Whether such a law will be found con­

stitutional or not, can be decided only 
by the courts having jurisdiction in such 

matters. It is a great pity any occasion 
I:. as been given_ for even suggesting such 

a law. 
••Sec. 16. If any person offering to vote 

shall be challenged by any judge or clerk of 
the election or any other person entitled to 

vote at the same poll and either judge shall 
challenge any person offering to vote whom 
he shall know or suspect not to be qualified, 
when any person who offers his vote shall 
be challenged, one of the judges shall de· 
clare to the parson so challenged the qual­
ifications of an elector, if such person shall 
declare himself duly qualified and the chal­
lenge be not withdrawn one of the judges 
shall tender him the following oath: 

"•Y ou do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 
you are a male citizen of the United States 
over the age of twenty-one years. That 
you have actually resided in this Territory 
for four months last past, and in this county 
thirty days. That you are not a bigamist 
or polvgamist. That you are not a member 
of any order, organization or association 
which teaches, advises, counsels or en· 
courages its mombers, devotees or any oth· 
~r persons to commit the crime of bigamy 
or polygamy or any other crime defined by 
law as a duty arising or resulting from 
membership in such order, organization or 
association, rr which practices bigamy or 
polygamy, or plural or celestial marriage, 
as a doctrinal rite of such organization. 
That you do not either publicly or privately 
or in any manner whatever teach. advise, 
counsel or encourage any person to commit 

IDAHO'S IRONCLAD OATH. the crime of bigamy or polygamy or any 
THE following oath was provided, evi- other crime defined by law either as a re­
dently to prevent poly"'amous Mormons ligious duty or otherwise. That you regard 

f ' t' · Id h " If · d • the Constitution of the United States and rom vo mg m a o. carne ouc . . . 
. . . ' the laws thereof and of this-Territory as m· 
1t ef"ectuaUy d1sfranch1ses all who be- terpreted by the courts as the supreme la'w 
long to the Utah Mormon Church, and I of the land. 
makes them "nobodies" in respect to The teachers of any order, organization 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



52(; THE SAINTS1 ADVOCATE1. 

or association to the contrary notwithstand­
ing, and that you have not previously voted 
at this election. So help Y'U God." 

Sec. 44. If any person offering to vote 
at any election in this Territory shall will­
fully, corruptly, and falsely swear, or affirm, 
touching his qualifications as a voter, he 
shall be deemed guilty of a felony, aud, up· 
on conviction thereof, be punished by im­
prisonment in the Territorial Prison for a 
term notiess than three nor more than ten 
years." 

TWO VIEWS OF POLYGAMY. 

WHICH IS CORRECT? 

[Continued]. 
GoD meant that no man should have 

more than one wife, for He speak• of 
how the daug1ters of his people have 
been pained, imposed upon, and abused 
through the wickedness of polygamic 
husbands. While reading the follow­
ing, bear in mind lhat it is the wicked­
ness and abominations of polygamic hus­
bands agains~· thair wives, that God is 
speaking of. "Behold, I, the Lord, 
have seen the sorrow, and heard the 
mourning of the daughters of my people 
in the land of Jerusalem; yea, and in 
all the lands of my people, because of 
the wickedness and abomination of their 
husbands." (Who are the wicked 

ones? The polygamic husbands). "And 
I will not suffer, saith the Lord of hosts, 
that the cries of the fair daughters of 

this people, which I have led out of lhe 
land of Jerusalrm, shaH come up unto 
me against the men of my peoplr," 
(and to prove it, "there shall not any 
ma~ among you h~.ve save it be one 
wife,") saith the L0rd of hosts; for 
they (the men) shall not lead away cap­

tive (into polygamy) the daughters of 

my people, because of their tenderness, 
save I shall visit them with a sore curse, 
even unto d£struction; for they shall 
not commit whoredoms, like un.to them 

of old, (the ancient Israelite polyg­
amists), saith the Lord of hosts." Ve1 se 
6. The whoredoms here spoken of are 
those which polygamic husbands com­
mit, which causes the sorrow and mourn­

ing of their wives, and then excuse 
themselves "because of the things which 
were written concerning David and Sol­
omon." Bah! 

God here informs us that he will not 
.ouffer the cries of his daughters to come 

up against the men of his people; for 
he wiL not allow the men to lead away 
captive the daughters of his people; for 
they shall not commit whoredoms. This 
plainly gives us to:understand, that the 

men-the polygamic men-were leading 
away captive (away where? away from 
God?) the fair_da 1ghters of the.people; 

and, that through that syotem of lead­
ing away they were committing ''whore­
doms," and causing sorrow and mourn­
ing among the women. 

Can any one dispute the captivity 
!Jere spoken of being polygamy? can 
any fail to see that through it comes 
sin? Ye meu of Utah! stop and con­
sider! Is it not through leading earth's 
fair daughters captive, that the whore­
doms, here spoken ~r, are committed?· 

"For they ('the men of my people') shall 

not lead away captive the daughters of 
my people." Why shall they not? "F r 
they (the men) shall not commit whore­
doms, like unto them of old, saith the 
Lord of hosts." God here cal!e polyg­
amy, "whoredoms." There is not one 
true woman in polygamy who has felt 
aught , ut "sorrow," and who did not 
"mourn," on account of the "wicked­
ness and abomination" of her husband, 

when he took a second woman! 

Let us read verse 7, "And now, be­

hold, my brethren, * * * y) have 
broken the hearts of your tender wives, 
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and lost the confidence of your children, 
because of your bad examples before 
them; and the sobbings of their hearts 
asc~nd up to God against you; and 
qecause of the strictness of the word of 
God, which come!h down against you, 
many hearts die l, pier ~ed with deep 
wounds." Jacob here accuses these 
polygamic men of breaking their wives' 
hearts by their polygamy and concu­
binagl'. Will this ilpply to the men of 
Utah! Have they br0ken their wives' 
hearts through polygamy I Their wives 
and children can answer! Have chil­
dren lost confidence because of their 
fathers' "bad examples?" As to the 
"sobbiogs of their hearts," I know 
something concerning them. I have 
heard those sobs! I have seen the tears 
oJ: heart-broken women, who mourned 

when their husbands went into polyg­
amy; and l have heard the heart-rend­
ing sobs, when there were no tears! 
when the heart spoke to its Creatur 
while the lips quivered but framed no 
words! Have yoc~, polygamic husbands 
of Utah, not heard those sobs! Do you 
not fear\ that at such tiwes "the sob­
binge of their hearts ascend up to God 
against you!" 

Jacob said further; ''and because of 
the strictness of the word of G)d, which 
cometh d0wn against ;ou, many hearts 
died, pierced wuh deep wounds." That 
is, many of the wives whose hearts were 
broken by their husbands' evil doings, 
mourned and suffered to such an extent 
that they died, "pierced with deep 
wounds." Why did they die? ''Be­
cause of the strictness of the word of 
God,"...,..(Given unto their father Lehi, 
and from him handed down, and now 
repeated unto them) --''There shall not 
any man among you have save it be one 

wife1 aQ<l l.'o~tmiQiqe~ h~ §ll~H llll:VI} 

none." God's word was, and always 
had been, so strict that the wives knew· 
if their husbands took another woman, 
it was an "abomination'' and "crime" in 
the sight of God. Aud knowing .his, 
and having the men they loved do such 
base things, their hearts broke, nnd 
they died. 

' ~ 
God's word i.; strict. It is "yea and 

amen." What is abomination in his 
sight at one time, is always an abom­
ination-and Joe never changes. '~~I am 
God, I change not." W1th him there 

. is "no variablenes9, neither a shadow of 
turning." His commands on marriage 
always were the snme. He never gave 
man but one wife; and wnenever he 
has spoken concerning it, he has always 
commanded him to have but one. He 
never commanded man to have more than 
one, never-that bunch of worse than 
blunders called the revelation on celestial 
marriage, notwithsi;anding. 

Our Utah frie ,ds claim that, through 
polygamy God will raise up seed unto 
him-righteous seed-but that is not 
true; for we read in Malachi 2: 14, 
concerning polygamy, "The Lord hath 
been witness between thee and the wife 
of thy youth, (first wife), agai;•st whom 
thou hast dealt treacharously; yet is she 
thy companion, and the wife of thy cov­
enant;" (others are not); "And did not 
he (God) make one? Yet had he the 
residue of the Spivit, and wh1 ref ore one? 
That he might seek a, g;,odly seed. 
Th,refore take heed to your spirit, 
and let none deal treacherously ag"inst 
the wife qf his youth." We are here 
taught that God made man one wife­
only one-" And wherefore one? That 
he might seek a gouly seed." God 
could have made two, or more, as well 
as one; but he. desired that each man 
§hgt]!g ha.v? bqt OlJ() Wife1 tha,t through 
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monogamy he !llight seek a "godly Doc. and Cov. sec. 42 (13) 7. With 
seed." such plain commands before them, we 

He gave Adam one wife; he s~ved 
Noah and his three sons in the ark, 
each with one wife; he brought Lehi 
and his four S"ns to this continent, each 
with one wife, that he might in each in­
stance raise up +a righteor.s and godly 
"seed." Who has dealt so treacherously 
against the wife qf his youth as the 
polygamist? She, (and only she), id the 
wife of thy covenant, saith the Lord! 
Others are not wives, proper, neither by 
the law of God, nor the law of the land. 
There is great danger that polygamists 
may be lost-th_re is danger vf every 
one who is in polygamy los'ng his soul 
-because ol his wickedness against his 
wife. Listen to the word of GGd, ''take 
heed to your spirit, and let none deal 
tr Jaoherously against the wif0 of his 
youth." Your ~pirit is in danger, 
therefore, repent lt·st God visit you 
"with a sor<J curse even unto destruc­
tion." What is dc.aling treacherous~1J 

against thy wife? It is ''v1:olating al. 
legiance or faith pledged; faithless-not 
observant of promises-not true to duty 
or vows."-Webster. \Vhen a man 
takes a wife, and promises to keep him 
self for her, and from all others while 
she lives, and does not remain true to 
that promise, but takes another Wc)mfttr 
also, he deals treacherously against his 
wife; and let such a man "take heed to 
his spirit,".saii}l our Heavenly Father. 

The quotations used above clearly 
show who God acknowledges as a wife; 
and concerning her he gave a command­
ment to the church, in Febrvaary, 1831. 
"Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy 
heart, and shall cleave unto her and 
none else i and he that looketh upon a 
woman to lust after her, shall deny the 
faith, and shall not have the spirit."-

can not understan-d how the men of Utah 
can believe they are serving God in such 
iniquity! How their minds have be­
come so darkened is indeed strange. 
I pray that our Heavenly Father will 
enlighten them, and show them their 
folly. Hoping that I might be the 
means in the hands of God of assisting 
them to see the truth, is why I have 
written this article. 

May the Spirit of the living God en­
lighten all who read these lines, that 
they may be enabled to distinguish be­
tween truth and error, abandon s.n, and 
be saved, is the prayer cf your humble 
servant, GEO. S. J,INCOLN. 

SALT LAKE CITY, Feb. 5th, 1885. 
w. W. BLAIR, 

Dear Bro.-I do not know what means you 
have for direct information from here, but 
I assure you these are times never experi­
enced before by this Mormon people. That 
portion that editor Penrose is pleased ts call 
"the Elite," have found excuses to travel 
In Cog when business calls them suddenly 
away. You would be surprised to lea.rn the 
facts. No one who considers himself a good 
Latter- day Saint living up to his privileges, 
feels safe. H he is free from prosecution, 
he may be called on as an important wit­
ness, and they all seem to realize one im­
portant iloj unction of the Savior-"Be ye 
also ready!" - But the end is not yet. We 
may talk of clouds of darkness, and of the 
heavens being brass over head; all this will 
do to talk about., but with them it is a real­
ity with no brflak in the clouds. They have' 
builded their Zion here, in which there is 
no safety for even their faithful ones; and 
surely those whom they call wicked, triumph 
gloriously! ALPHA. 
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lht Jlllhdl;ii' @l dllJCt~h • . I is, that Zion-th.e New Jerusalem, .is 
r::!!l ~"' the name of the c1ty of God to be bUJlt 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY. upon this continent, unto which the 
Entered at t!Je Post Office at Lamoni, Decatur County 

Iowa, as second clas• matter. ""'."'~' people are to gather. It is to be the 

W. W.BLAIR •EDITOR. 

ZION-IS lT IN UTAH. 

APOSTLE F. D. RICHARDS, delivered a 
discuU:rse in the Tabernacle at Ogden, 
January 18th, 1885, and published in 
the Deseret News-Weekly-Feb 4th, 
1885. While speaking on the gather­
ing said-"It has been the potency of 
those principles that thave been taught 
by th<J simple and ~any times silent tes­
timony of the Holy Ghost, by the still 
small voice, that has aarried conviction 
to the honest, the h,U,mble, laboring poor, 
and has brougnt them home he,re to 
Zion-they that want to.know more of 
God, they that come from the crowded 
cities and other portions oi the earth­
find here a piece of a new world." · 

Among the many errors the Mor­
mon's have drifted into is that concern· 
ing Zion and the gathering of God's 
people. If this subje~t could be rigutly 
understood by the hundreds of honest 
s.JUls who have united with those whom 
they believed to be saints, th~y would 
readily see' that ~hey are wrong in this 
doctrine and precept, that their ga.ther­
ing to Utah is a needless sacrifice, and 
.teaching that Zion is in Utah, or Utah 
in Zion, is teachi~g false doctrine, ao. 
cording to their own books and com­
mandment~ once received as coming 
from the Lord. 

The doctrine as taught in the books 

grand center from which the gospel 
work is to spread, and like Jerusalem, 
a place of safety when God pours out 
his scourges npJn the unrighteous in all 

I 
parts of the earth; for Wil read, "Whoso-
ever shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be delivered: for in Mount Zion 
and in J erusal~m shall be delivo.rance, 
and in the remnant whom the Lord shall 
call." -Joel 2 : .32. 

We learn fcom the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants (tho revelation of God 
to the Church) that He designated the 
place where the city was' to be built, as 
the following quotations show: "Gather 
up your riches that ye' may purchase an 
inheritance which shall hereafter be ap­
pointed unto you, and it shall be called 
the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a 
city of refuge, a place of safety for the 
Saints of the Most High God; and the 
glory of the Lord shall be there, and the 
terror of the L~rd shall be there, inso­
much that the wicked will not come un­
to it; and it shall be called Zion. And 
it shall come to pass among the wicked, 
that every man that will :not take his 
sword agaius~ his ·neighbor must need 
flee unto Zion for safety,'* "' * and it 
shall come to pass that the righteous 
shall be gathered out from among all 
nations, and shall come to Zion'singing, 
with songs of everlasting joy."-Sec. 
45: (15) 12-14. 

"This land, which is the land of Mis-
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souri, which is the land wpich I (God) 
have app~inted and consecrated for the 
gathering ot the saints: wherefore this 
is the land of promise, and the place 
for the city of Zion. .And thus saith 
the Lord your God, if you will receive 
wisdom here is wisdom. Behold the 
place which is now called Independence 
is the center place, and the spot for the 
Temple is lying westward upon a lot 
which is not far from the Court house." 
_,;.Sec. 57 : (27) 1. 

"The word of the Lord cnncerning 
his Church, established in the last day3 
for the restoration of his people, as he 
has spoken by the mouth of his proph­
ets, and for the gathering of his saints 
to stand upon Mount Zion, which shall 
be the city New Jerusalem ; which city 
shall be built, beginning at the Temple 
Lot, which is appointed by the fL.1ger 
of the .Lord, in the western bounderies 
of the state of Missouri, and dedicated 
by the hand of Joseph Smith, Jr."­
Sec. 83: (4) 1. "Purchase all the lands 
by money, which '<lan be purchased for 
money, in the region round about the 
land which I have appointed to be the 
land of Zion, for the beginning of the 
gathering of my saints; all the land 
which can be purchased in Jackson 
county, and the counties round about." 
-Sec 98:9. 

From the above we learn that God 
pointed out the very spot where the .. 
Temple was to stnnd in the city of Zion, 
Independence, Jackson county, Missouri. 
That was to be the center place of the 
gathering. Tli.e saints then began to 
gather there; but although they re· 
ceived many warnings concarning their 
negligence in keeping God's command­
men~s, and He often reproved them for 
!heir unrighteousness and iniquities, 
they allowed themselves to so far trans-

gress that they were driven away out of 
the land of Zion, ag fol'eshadowed in the 
following: "The rebellio~s shall be cut 
off out of the land of Zion, and shall be 
sent away, and shall not inherit the land; 
for '9erily I say that the rebellious are 
not of the blood of Ephraim; wherefore 
they shall be plucked out."-Sec. 64: 
(21) 7. 

Being driven from Zion,, the Lord 
appointed Kirtland as a stalce of Zion, 
and accepted their effort to ~o his will 
there, so long as they made an effJrt to 
please him. But that they might still 
know concerning the gathering, God 
gave them the following revelation: 
•·Zion shall not be moved out of her 
place, (Independence), notwithstand,ing 
her children are scattered; they that re­
main and are pure in heart shall return 
and come to their inheritances; they 
and their children, with songs of ever­
lasting joy; to build up the waste places 
of Zion. * * * And behold, there is 
none other place appointed than th~t 
which I hava appointed, (Independ­
ence) neither shall there be any other 
place appointed than that which 1 bave 
appointed for the work of the gather­
ing of my saints, until the day cometh 
when there is found no more room for 
them; and then I have other places 
which I will 11.ppoint unto them, and 
they shall be called stakes, for the C.lr­
tains, or lhe strength of Zion."~Sec. 
98: 4. They were to still remember 
that Zion should not be moved from 
Independence, although God would ap­
point other stakes for them to gathedo, 
after Zion was filled. .All other gather­
ing places, or stakes were only tempor­
ary, because they were. to "return aml 
build up the waste places IJf Zion;" 
Independence. 

But they were negligent and careless, 
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and on account of their tran@gressions, doms of the world prevailed against 
and unrighteousness, tl1ey were again them, and they were driven from Nauvoo, 
driven away by their enemies, although by their enemies, as had been t.old them 
they had been warned by the follow- -"Instead of blessings, ye, by your 
ing: "Inasmuch as they hearken from own works, bring cursings, wrath, in­
this very hour unto the counsel which I dignation and judgment, upon your own 
the Lord their God shall give unto hea.ds, by your follies and by all your 
them, Behold they shall, for I have de- abominations which you practice before 
creed it, begin to prevail against mine me, saith the Lord."-Sec. 107: (103) 
enemies from this very hour. * * :t 14. If the honest knew of the horrible 
But inasmuch as they keep not my com- things practiced in Nauvoo, they would 
mandments, and hearken not to observe not wonder that God drove them away. 
all my words, the kingdoms of the world And have they not brought upon them. 
shall prevail against them."-Sell. 100: selves all the things threatened in the 
(101) 2. The world did prevail against quotation above T They claim that they 
them, and drove them away-hence they have been persecuted for righteousuess 
did not do God's will. In 1839 they sake; but God here says it is on ac· 
settled in Nauvoo, and there God, still count of their "follies" and "abomi­
showing them mercy, appointed that nations." They were driven away! a 
city for a stake, even a "corner stone of portion of them went to Utah and settled 
Zion." By this time they had been so there. And now they teach that Zion 
carele•s in doing God's will, that he is there! and that s~lt Lake City is a 
there makes a test of their faithfulness, stake of Zion! Is that true? We say, 
and promises them that if they will then No. The quotations used in this article 
do his will, and prove themselves prove the contrary. There is only one 
worthy, by building a house unto him, Zion on this continent, and that is to be 
he would cwnsecrate that spot and make at Independence. The J~st stake God 
it h?ly. He said, "l command you, all appointed was Nauvoo, 18H; and then 
ye my sainto, to build a house unto me; he informed the church that safety was 
and I grant you a sufficient time, * * * to be found only in the places he had 
and if ye do not these things at the end appointed, "in Zion and in her stakes, 
of the upp0intment, ye Fhall be rejected and in Jerusalem, those places which I 
as a church with your dead, saith the have uppointed for refuge."-Sec. 107 : 
Lord your God."-Sec. 107: (103) 10, (103) 11. When Uod says "those 
11. What asolemn warning! and what 

1 

places which I have appointed,· and 
terrible consrquences if they failed to names them, he leaves no provision for 
do God's will, and build his house! I others to be appointed until Zion is 
But, although this danger threatened I filled; so Utah can not contain a stake 
them, they allowed the "sufficient time" of Zion, by God's appointment. Again: 
to pass away, and "the end of the ap. It was the r'}ected church that went to 
pointment" found the house not fin- Utah; and Gad said, "the rebellious 
ished; therefore they were rejected as a shall be cut off out of the land of Zion, 
church, as God had said. He did not and shall be sent away!'' They were 
reject them as individuals; but as an cut off, and sent to that salt land-"out 
organized chutch. Again the king- of the land of Zion.'' And further; 
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the Lord said that Independence was THE QUESTION OF THE HOUR. 

THE CENTER PLACE of Zion. Sec. 57: THE question of the proper fi)rm of 
(27) 1; and that Nauvoo was the "stake marriage has been settled in the Chris­
which I have planted to be a corner tian world by the teachings and ex­
stone of Zion."-Sec. 107 (103) 1. If at;nples of Christ and Paul, and also by 
then we thus find the center, and one the teachings of history. "Better fifty 
corner, we can rightly conclude that years of Europe, than a cycle of Cathay," 
only Missouri and her immediate sur- is the verdict of history, as pronounced 
rouC~dings are Zion; and "Zion shall by the poet; and it will take four 
not be moved out of her pLce." View- thousand years more of history to re­
ing it thus we see that all that is done verse this decision. 
toward gathering to Utah and ajacent The morality of the New Testament 
Territories is useless and unnecessary- has been amplified and practically per­
worse than that, it is folly-for ''the fected in the constitution and laws of 
pure in heart shall return" to the Zion the United States. Jay, Marshall, Mac­
God has appointed in Missou·ri. Lean, and others, were Christians as 

When we think of the many who well as moral and intellectual giants. 
have gone to Utah expecting to find They had a genius for logic, and logic is 
Zion there, and realize their disappoint· immutable; and their work is immortal, 
ment, we feel extreme sorrow for them. and in some sense divine. The Book of 
When we think of the hardships and Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants 
sufferings attending the journeys across both teach that this government was 
the plains to reach that far. from-Zion founded by inspiration. Ttuth is divine, 
place, we sigh because of those suffer- and American law, as expounded by 
ings. When we remember the trials, these prodigies of natural endowment, 
sickness, and death, of the hundreds approaches pretty nearly to the universal 
who started w.th the hand-cart com- cmrse of nature; and that certainly is 
panies across the Rooky Mountains, en· divine . 

. countering the severe, wintry weather, Mathematics is a universal science, 
with all its miseries, famine, and fatigue, and the astronomer can apply its prin­
in ord?r to reach what they were taught ciples aa demonstrated on this earth, to 
was Zion, ou:r hearts bleed for them; the worlds of remotest space. '!'he 
and we ask, Why, oh God, are thy light that comes from suns incalculably 
people so blinded?" And the answer remote brings to us the message that 
comes, "Because they have not remem- the common elements of matter with 
bered the new covenant, even the Book which we are familiar exist thtre-they 
of Mormon, and the former command· and they, only. The Jaws of physics 
ments !'' Why do not those professing and mathematics, or of matter and 
to be Saints read carefully, and study of mind, are universal. The analogies 
prayerfully, the books and laws of the of nature point to the great fact that 
church, and not blindly follow blind there are univeraal principles of morals, 
guides who are leading them astny ! common to the intelligences of all worlds. 

GEo. S. LINCOLN. These latter, like the former, were dis-
______..~ . covered and revealed gradually, and 

Money is well spent m purchas1ng tran- . 
quility of mind. l were not known, in full, to the anc1ents. 
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As man progresses, he will learn by give credit to the triumphs of man in 
demonstration, intuition and revelation, the departments of government and 
more of the natural and spiritual laws, morala? 
and will learn to conform his hfe to I Let us apply these principles to the 
them; and this will make the kingdom marriage relation. There was a time 
of heaven upon earth. T ue student of when mens seose of right was obtuse; 
universal truth is the last one to believe prevented from developement, or blunt­
in monstrosities, either natural or spirit- ed by circumstances. When men lived 
ual. There is a pace in the course of in the woods; or hunted on. the plains, 
nature for mysteries, but none for ab- or herded cattle on the hiLs, their 
surdities. When men get to know that physical systems were deveLped at the 
natural law and revealed law are but expense of their sensibilities; their per­
different names fllr the same thing, and ceptive and protective f .. culties at the 
that all law is divine, they will b J de- expense of their moral sus..:eptibilities. 
livered from slavery to wme special or The predominant ch~racteristics pass~d 

partial law in either department; and by heredity to succeeding generations. 
freed from tradition, and from the letter Women living in caves and tenta and 
which killeth :" "Ye shall know the the smoky, windowless halls of ancient 
truth, and the truth shall make you and medieval times, had to be coarse in 
free." Tha~ prophets have helped the mind as we,] as strong in body, or die. 
race, in its development, more than any ~here was no safety in the oldentimes 
other class of men, must be admitted ; except in the strong right arm, or in 
but the time is coming when even their cunning, or in eomhinations for defense; 
words will be put into the crucible of and the laws of morals were made sub­
enlightened ratiocination. Then it will servient to the necessities of the tribal 
not be said, "Know the Lord: for all or national government. Of the two 
shall know him from the least un•o the proto-heros of the Gentile world, one is 
greatest." "The wisdom of their wise the personification of cunning, and the 
shall perish, and the understanding of other the immortalized representative of 
their prudent men shall be hid," iu savage wrath, and revengeful prowess. 
special cases, if brought into conflict In Abraham's time thtre were few on 
with the word of the Lord spoken by ,he earth who would r;ot evade the 
the "unlearned;" but still, there is a truth in order to ga.n an important end. 
wisdom of the wise that will never fail. To feast and to fight was the ideal life 
Man has triumphell. greatly in develop- of the heroic ages, and as woman cou,d 
ing natural science, and applying its not fight she figured as a dpher. When 
principles to his needs. He haa hi vented the tr1bes of Israel had got out into the 
labor-saving machines, for instance, of wilderness and the promised land, they 
unquestionable importance to him as a were a fierce semi-s.cvage race, and the 
moral being, and as an immortal being. law of an "eye for an eye" was givun 
The inventions he has "sought out" them by the prophet of God according 
make possible the destiny p,edicted for to hia cvnvicjon and judgment in view 
the race. Will any body cast doubt of the uonJitions of life at Lhat time, and 
upon the stability, the eternal contin. it was subject to repeal. We in this 
uance of mechanics? Then why not age would have no obligation to keep it, 
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if it had not been repealed by Christ, 
any more than we would be subject to 
the regulations that Jethro advised 
Mose3 tJ make. Moses wished that all 
Israel were prophets, and the Lord de­
clared that he wished to make them a 
kingdom oi priests: yet when they 
wanted a king, God, after telling th~m 
it was not best for them to have a king, 
gave them Saul for their king. God by 
his prophet gave Israel a· king and 
moaarch!C..l laws : is it thLrefore our 
duty to proclaim a king in America? 
N,J, The Book of Mormon says there 
shall be no king on this land, and the 
Dvctrine <nd Covenants says there shall 
be no king among the t:::laints till the 
Lord comes as king· The P,ophet 
Nathan says God gave David the wives 
of Saul. Does that make it right for 
all time to keep a harem? [God gave 
these wives to David only in the same 
sense. as he gave -D .. vid's wives to 

Absalom. EJ.] This matter like that 
of kingly government, slavery, and the 
law of revenge, are to be determined by 
the enlightened conscience. Modern 
men and women are di:ffdrent from the 
anciems, and all tue conditions of life 
are different. Petrarca, ia the middle 
ages, gave mankind a new idea of the 
love of woman. Later, Dante exalted 
the passion of love into a semi di,Le 
phren...y. What would Hom.;r have 
made of such heroes as these? Love, . 
before the twilight of this dawning era, 
was, almost universally, a transient ani­
mal passion. It is but recently that 
Christianity raised woman from the 
thraldom of dependence, and the 
wretchedness of ignorance. Too re­
cently has this trmmph bee~ won :tor 
men of thought to forget the fact. 
There is a point of honor touched here; 
and chivalrous souls feel it. Woman 

has respjnded to this generous move­
ment in the flood of time, and discovers 
mind, sentiment, imagination, tender 
susceptibilities, a knowledge of rignt, 
and a quickened conscience : and in. 
treatment of her the old .. Jaw of might 
wus~ give way to the law of j~stice; 
!>.nd all laws except the laws 0f physi­
ology, perhaps, mu;t be made subject to 
the law of refined, hopeful femenine af­
fection. Woman musL be an umpire, 
not a thing of barter : and her· ri_ght to 
decent treatment and celestial glory, 
d!ttes back Lf 1852. The jurJSts of 
America have recognized these facts, 
and the laws on the subject of marriage 
have been arrived at by the same long 
struggle with darkness, that has brought 
us civil liberty. The wheel of the re­
volving y0ars can not l:>e stopped. The 
hand on tiwe's. great dial can not be 

. turned back. We can not go. back to 
Moses and Nathan, without trampling 
overthe prostrate body of ChTist. 

It is useless to make the plea that 
reputed prophecy· determines the right 
to change laws and times and seasons. 
Many things are yet to h~ppen in ful­
fillment of prophecy 1 hat will be terrible 
a:ffiictions. We musfi get through: with 
propl;ecicd evils in order that prophe- . 
cLd joys may come. Surely the tim~ 
when ''he shali wipe a·~ay all tearsc from 
all eyes," ia a iime beyond the present 
in Utah; and it .is still in the future 
that ''the daughters of Judah shall be 
glad." '•When the :f.Jrd s11all have 
washed away the filth of the daughters 
of Zion," ''he will create upon every 
dwelling place a cloud and smoke by 
day, and the shining of a flaming fire 
by night." 

'l'h~ subject under·. consideration is. 
quite complicated ana vastly extended. 
The object of the present article is to 
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meet the argument of the Deseret News Ja'ob that !he Nephi'es should be des­
in a recent issue. In controversy v.ith t oyed because of polygamy, and the In­
the Christian Advocate it narrows the dians preseived because of mono).!aruy. 
defense of polygamy drjwn to three A fair interpretation of the celebrated 
positions: 1 Nathan sa•d God gave passage in Jacob 2:6 is merely the dec­
David wives; 2. Th,, B.Jok of Mormon laration or assertion of God's right to 
makes prov,sion for raising up seed unto command his people in regard to the 
the Lord; and, 3. Joseph did so and so. important matter of raising up a right-

! have shown that Nathan's act is no eous posterity. It so happens tha~ the 
more obl;gatory on us than Samuel's Lord treated upon the sn bj ect of mar­
act of anointing Sml, and I might in- riage when on earth, so that we are not 
cludo with the latter, Mosese's laws reg- lefG to J a,-,ob's teaching alone O!l th.tt 

ulating the cawp. point. If any thing more is needed we 
The provisions of thu Book of Jacob have au amplification of the same teach-

2 : 6, is offo,)t by the context; for all ing in the D.;ctrine and Ccven:mts and 
the guilt charged upon the N ephitrs · we are af, erward told that, "they who 

might with great force be char~;ed upon are not sanctified through the law which 
lhe priests of Utah-broken tender I have given to you, must iDherit an­
hearts oJ wives; lost confidence of cbil- oth10r kingdom, even that of a teuestrial 
dren, &c. Why, the reason Lr institut. kingdom," &c. But more even than 
ing m mogamy on th;s continent was for tl;is may be necessary. Modern resear0h 
this same purpose, to raise up a right- bas made the science of physiology a 
eous seed. 'l'hat is like stripping the reliable guide, and modi cal science gives 
bark of the tree up for an emetic, and positive rules for tlle care of wfants and 
down for a purgative. Another reason children. Saints can not slight a law uf 
for monogamy was tbat the Lord had nature and not come under condem­
beard the mo'Hnings of the daughters nation. The land· is f ..~ll of woe and 

of his people in polygamy in the land crime and s:crnt abominations such as 
of Jerusalem. If he bas beard like call down the judge uents of God in oth­

mournings in Utah, shouU he not ap- er dispensations. Surely the L'JJ dis not 
ply a similar remedy? Polygamy has unmindful or v.'l these tbings; and 
the express condewnation of God in doubtless he wishes mo ]ern Isral to 
Jerusalem and in ancient America, aud raise a righteous see.d. He has a prophet 
during the last t!1irty years he bas by who proclaims , against, sexual evils of 
the mouch of thousands of his in~pired. every name; who ad I'Ocates the laws of 
servants in prophecy, tongue, and vision, nature, proclaims against the same evils 
condemned the same practice in modern the people of u rah profes3 t\l have es-

. Israel. And he has hy a voice out of caped from. He believes in the sancti­
tbe light of heaven told his only a c. tieo of mother hood and w1fehood, and 

knowledged prophet to proclaim against denounces not only di ~orce, bnt any 
1t. It will not do to argue that the neglect or wrong that leads to it. In 

Nephites were not worthy of the favor addition to all, he has been instructJd 
of a celestial law, for they were desoand- in vision that the Holy City willliave 
ents of Jt)Reph, whose blessing "pre-~ for the foundation of ito social joys, the 
vailed!' On the contrary we find in pure principle of marriage b f pairing. 
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If Jacob 2: 6 cJn!ains a prophecy; let they shall p~ss by the angels and the 
its fulfillment begin now, and be C•m- gods, there, in .the temple' in Nauvoo,· 
sumated gloriously. first opposed, ai!d exalted himself above 

Christ taught that the angels are not all that is called, God. "The mystery 
given in marriage, so it is necessary that or iniquity'' is prubabky .·perverted Ma­
the. polygamous.~ believer sllould "pass sonic, and 'polygamous ceremonies; and 

a hBing ae is the working of Satan, and a "strong 
being' d~>J,us·ionr:~,y,,, . .,. 

"passed by," by some recruitfrom Utah~ That all is under the Providence of 
Tho idea is too absurd for delib,;rate God an,I will result well, is to be a ful­
consideration, and too blasphemous for fillment of Isaiah 4. In that day, (in 
any but a ,Jepraved heart. to deligh" in. the future yet) the branch of the L1rd 

We find the following in the Doctrine will be glorious. 
and Covenants, given in 1831: "Thou Latter.day IHrael has a divinely ap­
shalt preach the fulness of the gospel pointed head; none dispute who he is, 
whicll I have sent forth in these last or of right ought to be. 'lhere has 
days, the covenant which I have sent been one promised who "shall set in or­
forth to recover my people which nre of .~er the house of God." One has been 
the house oflsrael." The q•1estion next quietly laboring in that capacity for 
i3: If the fulness of the gospel and the twenty.ftmr years. S.!JCh labor has not 
covenant-the everlasting gospel and ev- been in vain; and none other can ful- . 

. , ~r}Jl,l1s8t3i.)1,f?; noh. v:eJ;l~nt~w.ere b:th pd;f1ff,a()h(.d ,
1 

~~~?'"e'v~h~ it:~ ~sasmbot~li!~ijl~~d r:l 
m w ere was room. 1ur 1 orent fill th . d f'th ·a· · ? . · . . e rem am er o e pre lOtiOn. 
gcspel and ddfdrent covenant m 1843 or The rightful successor to the presi-
1852? "Israel doth not know, my dency of the high priesthuod in Zion 
people doth not consiler.'~ But can will visi} Uta? ~~~ the ~es·f~n.Slop; 
the gospel covenant of Chnst as first no .v soon. W til hrs own receive h.m. 

' or shall he have to say: "If thou hadst 
made, be sunerceded? Can there be k th t 1 t · th' th · . now, even ou, a eas , m IS y 
another new covenant, down to the end day, the things which belong unto thy 
of time? peace; but now they are hid from thine 

The "mystery of iniquity" was work- eyes.'' . · 
in'g in 'Paul's day, but the culmination Joseph will "hurt not the oil and the 

vine." 
•• oft-e1e working was to, be just before the Beyond the "time of trouble" is a 
"' Qommg of the Lord. As there was a better future. The daughter of Zion 

.\ power that "let," or hindered, in Paul's will awake from her sadnen 
day, so there was to be one that 'letteth" The thirty-fourth chapter of l1~zekiel 
in the last times, "until he be taken out is being fulfilled. S. F. 
of the way.~' A proper understanding THE SAINTS' ADVOCATE, 
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ENDOWMENTS. 

IT is strange, indeed, that Latter Day 
Saints of experience, those acquainted 
with the Church at Kirtland, or with 
its written history in the Evening and 
Morning Star, Meseenger and Advocate, 
Times and Seasons, or J11illennial Star, 
could have ever been induced to accept 
the Brighamite "endowment," consist­
ing as it does of washings, robings, se­
cret oaths and covenants, grips and pass­
words, as that given of God. It is 
strange indeed th .. t those who have read 
of the endowment of Moses and the sev­
enty, or that on Pentecost, or that of the 
N ephites, co~ld have been induced to 
believe in that taught by Brigham 
Young and his fellows; for they are as 
different as is light from darkness. 
Those written of in the sacred books of 
the church, and in the Church papers 
prior to 1844, were spiritual, done with­
out robings, oaths, grips, password&, and 
secresies. That administered by Brig­
ham and his fellows was done in "secret 
chambers," of which "mystery" the 
Saints were warned as early as January, 
1831, DJc. and Cov. 38: 4, and informed 
that it was designed to bring to pass 

their "destruction in process of time." 
And, that the Saints "might escape the 
power of the enemy" and be gathered 

unto God "a righteous people, without 

spot, and blameless," (par. 7), the Lord 
gave the great law to the Church Feb­
ruary, 9th, 1831, (D. C., section 42). 
And had that law been strictly obeyed 
by priest and people there could have 
been no such thing in the Church as a 
secret oath-bound endowment, nor its 
fellow evil-polyg3my, and their like. 

The Lord promised to endow his min­
istry "with power from on high," if 
they proved faithful to him, and at Kirt­
land this was realized in part, as may be 
seen by reading the Messenger and Ad. 
vocate, also the 15th volume of Mil­
lennial Star from which we extract the 
following relative to the order of an­
ointing, and the spiritual manifdstations 
which attended. Joseph the Seer says, 
paga 620, 

"At early candle-light I met with the Pres­
idency at the west school room, in the Tem­
ple, to attend to the ordinance of anointing 
our heads with holy oil; also the Councils 
of Kirtland and Zion met in the two adjoin­
ing rooms, who waited in prayer while we 
attended to the ordinance. I took the oil in 
my left hand, father Smith being seated be­
fore me, and the remainder of the Presi­
dency encircled him round about. We then 
stretched our right hands towards heaven, 
and blessed the oil, and consecrated it in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 

"We then laid our hands upon our aged 
father Smith, and invoked the blessings of 
heaven. I then anointed his head with the 
consecrated oil, and sealed many blessings 
upon him. The Presidency then in turn 
laid their hands upon his head, beginning 
at the eldest, until they had all laid their 
hands upon him, and pronounced such bless­
ings upon his head, as the Lord put into 
th~ir hearts, all blesaiug him to be our Pa,-
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triarch, te anoint our heads, and attend to 
all duties that pertain to that office. The 
Presidency then took the seat in the\r turn, 
according to their age, beginning at the 
eldest, and received their anointing and 
blessing under the hands of father Smith. 
And in my turn, my father anointed my 
head, and sealed upon me the blessings of 
Moses, to lead Israel in the latter-days, even 
as Moses led them in days of old; also the 
blessings of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
All of the Presidency laid their hands upon 
me, and pronounced upon my head many 
prophecies and blessings, many of which I 
shall not notice at this time. But as Paul 
said, so say I, let us come to visions and 
r a vela ti(lns. 

•·The heavens were opened upon us, and I 
beheld the celestial kingdom os God, and 
the glory thereof, whether in the body or 
out I can not tell. I saw the transcendent 
beauty of the gate through which the heirs 
of that kingdom will enter, which was like 
unto circling flames of fire; also the blazing 
throne of God, whereon was seated the 
Father and the Son. I saw the beautiful 
streets of that kingdom, which had the ap­
pearance of being paved with gold. I saw 
fathers Adam and Abraham, and my father 
and mother, my brother Alvin, that has long 
since slept, and marvelled how it was that 
he had obtained an inheritance in that king­
dom, seeing that he had departed this life 
before the Lord had set his hand to gather 
Israel tho second time, and had not been 
baptized for the remission of sins. 

"Thus came the voice of the Lord unto me, 
saying-

" •All who have died without a knowledge 
of this gospel, who would have received it 
if they had been permitted to tarry, shall be 
heirs of the celestial kingdom of God; also 
all that shall die henceforth without a knowl­
edge of it, who would have received it with 
all their hearts, shall be heirs of that king­
dom, for I, the Lord, will judge all men ac­
cording to their works, according to the de­
sire of their hearts.' 

"And I also beheld that all children who 
die before they arrive at the years of ac· 
countability, are saved in the celestial king­
dom of heaven. I saw the Twelve Apostles 

of the Lamb, who are now upon the earth, 
who hold the keys of this last ministry, in 
foreign lands, standing together in a circle, 
much fatigued, with their clothes tattered 
and feet swollen, with their eyes cast down­
ward, and Jesus standing in their midst, 
and they did not behold him. The Savior 
looked upon them and wept.'' 

"Many of my brethrren who received the 
ordinance with me saw glorious visions also. 
Angels ministered unto them as well as my­
self, and the power of the Highest rested 
upon us, the house was filled with the glory 
of God, and we shouted Hosanna to God 
and the Lamb. My scribe also received 
his anointing with us, and saw in a vision 
the armies of heaven protecting the Saints 
in their return to Zion, and many things 
which I saw. 

"The Bishop of Kirtland wilh his Coun­
sellors, and the Bishop of Zion with. his 
Counsellors, were present with us, and re­
ceived their anointings under the hands of 
father Smith, and were confirmed .by the 
Presidency, and the glories of heaven were 
unfolded to them also. 

"We then invited the Counsellors of Kirt­
land and Zion into our room, and President 
Hyrum Smith anointed the hea<l of the 
President of the Counsellors in Kirtland, 
and President David Whitmer the head of 
the President of the Counsellors of Zion. 
The president of each quorum then anointed 
the heads of his colleagues, each in his turn. 
beginning at the eldest. 

"The visions of heaven were opened to 
them also. Some of them saw the face of 
the Savior, and others were ministered un­
to by holy angels, and the spirit of prophecy 
and revelation was poured out in mighty 
power; and loud hosannahs, and glory to 
God in the highest, saluted the heavens, for 
we all communed with the heavenly host. 
And I saw in my vision, all of the Presi­
dency in the celestial kingdom of God, and 
many others that were present. Our meet­
ing was opened by singing, and prayer 
offered up by the head of each Quorum: 
and closed by singing, and invoking the 
benediction of heaven, with uplifted hands, 
and retired between one a,nq two o'clock in 
th~ morning, 
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"Friday morning, 221d. Attended at the I wo o'clock in the morning, and the Spirit 
school room at the usual hour, but inste!td and visions of God attended me through the 
of pursuing our studies, we spent the time night." 
in :rehearsing to each other the glorious 
scenes that transpired on the preceding 
evening, while attending to the ordinance 
of holy anointing. 

"At evening we met at the same place, 
with the Council of the Twelve, and the 
Presidency of the Seventy, who were tore­
ceive this ordinence. The High Councils of 
Kirtland and Zion were present also. After 
calling to order, and organizing, tho Presi­
dency proceeded to consecrate the oil. We 
then laid our hands upon Elder Thomas B. 
Marsh, who is president of the Twelve, and 
ordained him to the authority of anointing 
his brethren. I then poured the consecrated 
oil upon his head in the name of Jesus 
Christ, and sealed such blessings upon him 
as the Lord put into my heart. The rest of 
the Presidency then laid their hands upon 
him and blessed him, each in his turn, be­
ginning at the eldest. He then anointed 
and blessed his brethren from the eldest to 
the youngest. I also laid my hands upon 
them, and pronounced many great and glo­
rious things upon their heads, The heav­
ens were opened, and angels ministered un­
to us. 

"The Twelve then proceeded to anoint and 
bless the Presidency of the Seventy, and 
seal upon their heads power anel authority 
to anoint their brethren. The heavens were 
opened upon Elder Sylvester Smith, and he, 

· leaping up, exclaimed, "The horsemen of 
Israel and the chariots thereof." Brother 
Don C. Smith was also anointed and blessed 
to preside over the High Priesthood. Pres­
ident Rigdon arose to conclude the services 
of the evening by invoking the benediction 
of heaven upon the Lord's anointed, which 
he did in an eloquent manner; the c·ongre­
gation shouted a long hosannah; the gift of 
tongues fell upon us in mighty power, angels 
mingled their voices with ours, while their 
presence was in our midst, and unceasing 
praises swelled our bosoms for the space of 
half an hour. 

"I then observed to the brethren, that it 
was time to retire. We accordingly closed 
our interview and returned home at about 

"Saturday, Feb 6.-Called the anointed to­
gether to receive the seal of all their bless­
ings. The High Priests and Elders in the 
Council Room as usual, the Seventy with 
the Twelve in the second room, and the 
Bishops in the third. I labored with each 
of these Qaorums for some time .to bring 
them to the order which God had shown to 
me, which is as follows-the first part to be 
spent in solemn prayer before God, without 
any talking or confusion; and the conclus­
ion with a sealing prayer by President Rig­
don, when all the Qaorums were to shout 
with one accord a solemn hosannah to God 
and the Lamb, with an Amen, Amen, and 
Amen; and then all take seats and life up 
their hearts in silent prayer to God, and if 
any obtain a prophecy or vision, to rise and 
speak, that all might be edified and rejoice 
together. 

••I had considerable tro:1ble to get all the 
Quorums united in this order. I went from 
room to room repeatedly, and charged each 
separately, assuring them that it was ac­
cording to the mind of God, yet, notwith­
standing all my labor, while I was in the 
east room with the Bishops' Quorum I felt, 
by the Spirit, that something was wrong in 
the Quorum of Elders in the west room, and 
I immediately requested President 0. Cow­
dery ·and Hyrum Smith, to go in and see 
what was the matter. The Quorum of 
Elders had not observed the order which I 
had given them, and were reminded of it by 
President Don Carlos Smith, and mildly re­
quested to preserve order, and continue in 
prayer. Some of them replied that they 
had a teacher of their own, and did not wish 
to be troubled by others. This caused the 
Spirit of the Lord t"o withdraw; this inter­
rupted the meeting, and this Quorum lost 
th~eir blessing in a great measure. 

"The other Quorums were more careful, 
and the Quorum of the Seventy enjoys a 
great flow of the Holy Spirit. Many arose 
and spoke testifying that they were filled 

. with the Holy Ghost, whicl!. was like fire 
in iheir bones, so that they could not hold 
their peace, but were constrained to cry 
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hosannah to God and the Lamb, and glory 
in the highest. 

"President William SmiLh, one of the 
Twelve, saw a vision of the Twelve, and 
seven in council together, in old England, 
and prophesied that a great work would be 
done by them in the old countries, and God 
was already beginning to work in the hearts 
of the people. 

"President Zebedee Coltrin, one of the 
Seven, saw & vision of the Lord's host. 
And others were filled with the Spirit, and 
spake with tongues &nd prophesied. This 
was a time of rejoicing long to be remem­
bered. Praise the Lord." 

"I met the Quorums in the evening, and 
instructed them respecting the ordinance of 
washing of feet, which they wera to attend 
to on Wednesday following; and gave them 
instructions in relation to the spirit of 
prophecy, and called upon the congregation 
to speak, and not to fear to _prophesy good 
concerning the Saints, for if you prophesy 
the falling of these hills, and the rising of 
the vallies, the downfall of the enemies of 
Zion, and the rising of the kingdom of God, 
it shall come to pass. Do not quench the 
Spirit, for the first one that opens hia mouth 
shall receive the spirit of prophesy. Bro. 
G. A Smith arose, and began to prophesy, 
when a noise was heard like the sound of a 
rushing mighty wind, which filled the Tem­
ple, and all the congregation simultaneously 
arose, being moved upon by an invisible 
power; many began to speak in tongues 
and prophesy; others saw glorious visions; 
and I beheld the Temple was filled wilh 
angels, which fact I declared to the congre­
gation The people of the neighborhood 
came running together, (hearing an unusual 
sound within, and seeing a bright light like 
a pillar of fire resting upon the Temple), 
and was astonished at what was transpir· 
ing. The number of official members pres­
ent on this occasion was four hundred ;nd 
sixteen, being a greater number than ever 
assembled on any former occasion." 

"Tubs, water, and towels were prepared, 
and I called the house to order, and the 
Presidency proceeded to wash the feet of 
the Twelve, pronouncing many prophecies 
and blessings upon them in the name of the 

Lord Jesus; and then the Twelve proceed­
ed to wash the feet of the Presidents of the 
several Quorums. The brethren began to 
prophesy upon each other's heads, and 
cursings upon the enemies of Christ, who 
inhabit Jackson county, Missouri; and con­
tinued prophesying, and blessi11;g, and seal­
ing them with hosanna and Amen, until 
nearly seven o'clock, p. m. 

"The bread and wine were then brought 
in, and I observed that we had fasted all 
the day, and lest we faint, as the Savior 
did, so shall we do on this occasion; we 
shall bless the bread, and give it to the 
Twelve, and they to the multitude. While 
waiting, I made the following remarks­
That the time that we were req,uired to tar­
ry in Kirtland to be endued would be ful­
filled in a few days, and then the Elders 
would go forth, and each must stand for 
himself, as it was not necessary for them to 
be sent out, two by two, as in former times, 
but to go in all meekness, in sobriety, and 
preach Jesus Christ and him crucified ; not. 
to contend with others on account of their 
faith, or systems of religion, but pursue a 
steady course. This I delivered by way of 
commandment; and all who observe it not, 
will pull down persecution upon their heads, 
while those who do, shall always be filled 
with the Holy Ghost; this I pronounced as 
a prophecy, and sealed with hosanna and 
Amen. Also that the Seventies are not 
called to serve tables, or preside over 
churches to settle difficulties, but to preach. 
the gospel and build them up, and set oth­
ers, who do not belong to these Quorums, to 
preside over them, who are High Priests. 
The Twelve also are not to serve tables, but 
to bear the keys of the kingdom to all na­
tions, and unlock them, and call upon the 
Seventies to follow after them, and assist 
them. The Twelve are at liberty to go 
wheresoever they will, and if any one shall 
say, I wish to go to such a place, let all the 
rest say Amen. 

"The Seventies are at liberty to go t~ 
Zion if they please, or go wheresoever they 
will, and preach the gospel; and let the re­
demption of Zion be our object, and strive 
to effect it by sending up all the strength 
of the Lord's house, wherever we find 
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them; and I want to enter into the follow­
ing covenant, that if any more of our breth­
ren are slain or driven from their Ia.nds in 
Missouri, by the mob, we will give ourselves 
no rest, until we are avenged of our enemies 
tc the uttermost. This covenant was sealed 
unanimously, with a hosanna and an Amen. 

"I then observed to the Quorums, that I 
had now completed the organization of the 
Church, and we had passed through all the 
necessary ceremonies, that I had given 
them all the instruction they needed, and 
that they now were at liberty, after obtain­
ing their licenses, to go forth and build up 
the kingdom of God, and that it was expe­
dient for me and the Presidency to retire, 
h~:~ving spent the night previous in waiting 
upon the Lord in his Temple, and h~:~ving to 
.attend another dedication on the morrow, 
or conclude the one commenced on the fast 
Sabbath, for the benefit of those of my 
brethren and sisters who could not get into 
the house on a former occasion, but that it 
was expedient for the brethren to tarry all 
night and worship before the Lord in his 
house. 

"l left the meeting in the charge of the 
Twelve, and retired about nine o'clock in 
the evening. The brethren continued ex­
horting, prophesying, and speaking in 
tongues until five o'clock in the morning. 
The Savior made his appearance to some, 
while angels ministered to others, and it 
was a Pentecost and an enduement indeed, 
long to be remembered, for the sound shall 
go forth from this place into all the world, 
and the occurrences of this day shall be 
handed down upon the pages of sacred his­
tory, to all generations; as the day of Pen­
tecost, so shall this day be numbered and 
celebrated as a year of jubilee, and time of 
rPjoicing to the Saints of the Most High 
God, 

"Thursday morning, eight clock. This 
day being set apart to perform again the 
ceremonies of the dedication, for the bene­
fit of those who could not get into the hou&e 
on the preceding Sabbath, I repaired to the 
Temple at eight, a. m., in company with the 
Presidency, and arranged our door keepers 
and stewards as on . the former occasion. 
We then opened the doors, and a large con-

gregation entered the house, and were com­
fortably seated. The authorities of the 
Church were seated in their respective or­
der, and the services of the day were com­
menced, prosecuted, and terminated, in the 
sa,me manner as at the former dedication, 
and the Spirit of God rested upon the con­
gregation, and great solemnity prevailed." 

In the above we see the order and or­
dinances of the endowment administered 
and endorsed by Joseph the Seer, at 
Kirtland, in 1836; and we also see t.he 
character and degree of spiritual mani­
festations attending it, and that, too, in 
the presence of hundreds of the Saints. 
It will be seen also that the Seer claimed 
that he, at that time, had "completed 
the organiz<ttion of the Church," and 
said they ''had passed through all the 
necessary ceremonies." Inasmuch as 
these things are true, what must we 
think of the secret oath-bound endow­
ment given by Brigham Young and his 
fellows, ~tnd of their organizations and 
church ceremonies unknown to the 
Church in 1836 or later? 

The endowment administered under 
the direction of the Seer was approved 
of God, and sealed by the Holy Spirit, 
as many now living can testify who were 
present on that memorable occasion. 
And inasmuch as that given by Brig­
ham and his fellows lacks both in form, 
ordinances, and spiritual power, we may 
know it is not of God, and those en­
snared by it should repudiate and aban­
don it at once and forever. Many of 
the chief errors and evils of Utah Mor­
monism is easily traced to their irration­
al and unscriptural endowment. It is 
a leading cause in forcing the .Utah 
Saints into conflict with the institutions 
and laws of our nation, and to it may be 
attributed much of the bitterness and 
shame and reproach and suffering th 1t 

has fallen upon those called to be saints. 
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Now JS the time when they should re­
ject everything which is contrary to 
what is endorsed in the sacred records 
of the Church up to 1844. 

"TWO PER CENT" POLYGAMISTS. 

THE annexed clipping from the Deseret 

News of AprillO:h states a m'Jst dam­
aging fact when it says "the whole com­
munity [of Utah Mormons] is made to 
suffor" for the conduct of "two per cent 
of the entire church membership?" Isn't 
this asking rather too much of' the oth­
ers, the ninety eight per cent? Isn't it 
rather expensive every way for the 
ninety-eight per cent! It certainly 
looks that way. 

"The epistle from Presidents Taylor and 
Cannon which appeared in yesterday's issue 
of the News will doubtless be grea.tly ap­
preciated by the Saints generally, as it was 
by those to whom it was read in the con. 
ference at Logan, on Sunday afternoon. In 
this hour of trial, when the hand of perse. 
cution is bearing heavily upon the Saints, it 
must be very consoling to them to know 
that their leaders are full of hope and con· 
fidence, and that their assurance of an over­
ruling providence in favor of the work in 
which they are engaged has not weakened 
in the least. That they are fully alive to 
the wrongs which have been and are being 
inflicted upon the Saints generally and the 
leading members in particular, as well as 
the cause thereof, is very apparent from the 
pointed and comprehensive though brief 
manner in which they are set forth. The 
obligations which are placed upon the 
Saints by divine requirements, and which 
impel them to forego the good opinion of the 
world, are also clearly expressed. Indeed 
the perusal of it ought to convince any 
reasonable, fair-minded person, not only of 
the sincerity of the writers, but of the jus­
tice of the cause which they represent. The 
injustice, too, of the persecutive measures 
now being enforced against them are equally 
manifest from the statement which is made 
of the percentage of alleged lawbreakers, 

against whom the present crusade is osten· 
sibly aimed, but from which the whole com­
munity is made to suffer. 

"It is estimated that the male members 
of the church who are in the practice of 
plural marriage constitute but little if any 
more than two per cent of the entire church 
membership. 

"According to the report of the Utah 
Commissioners after the registration lists 
had been revised h compliance with the 
Edmunds law, and agreeably with their ex­
treme and unwarranted rulings, 12,000 per­
sons-including both sexes-had their 
names stricken from the lists and were pre-
81pned to be polygamists. This number 
doubtless included a great many who, from 
negligence or other causes, failed to appear 
and take the iron· clad oath, and have their: 
names continued upon the register. It also 
included some thousands of widows, wid­
owers, and men who, though formerly at 
some period more or less remote had been 
polygamists, had only one surviving wife 
each, the others having died. 

"But even if the 12,000 were actual po­
lygamists, which would imply that for each 
man there must have been at least two 
women, and some of them doubtless had 
more than two wives, there could be no 
more than one third of the number, or 4,000 
males. This would be two per cent of 
200,000, and no one doubts that the church 
membership will amount at least to that. 

"In view of these facts the injustice in· 
flictec! upon the people in their all being 
placed under a ban, in their being excluded 
from juries, and in having their rights and 
liberties jeopardized and business generally 
ruined by the extraordinary and illegal 
methods resorted to by the crusaders, is 
very apparent. 

"The unnecessary alarm which, for po­
litical purposes and as an excuse for dis­
criminating and even waging war against a 
religious community, has been raised 
throughout this nation and the worid, in re­
gard to the menace which "Mormonism" 
offers to monogamy, or the form of marriage 
popular throughout Christendom, is also 
manifest." 

Now, if the "two per cent," would just 
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abandon polygamy and its like, obey the 
law of the Church--"Thou shalt love 
thy wife with all thy heart, and shall 
cleave unto her and none else" -what a 
load of suffering, of shame, of reproach, 

and of expense it would lift Jrom off the 
"ninaty-eight per cent!" Have'nt the 
"ninety-eight per cent" as many and as 
dear rights as the "two per cent?" Are 

the "two per cent" such a highly priv­
ileged class that the "ninety-eight per 
cent" must suffer so much and so long 
for them? Ah, this matter needs to be 

inquired into; and it will be well when 
the Utah Mormons ask to know why 

th 'Y are called to suffer so much on ac­
count of "two per cent" of their num­

ber, and these the professed "shepherds'' 
of the flock. It is most decidedly un­

equal and unju3t that "ninety-eight per 
cent" of the Utah Mormons, (besides 
many thousands not- Utah Mormons), 
should have their reputa•ion defiled, and 
suffar shame, odium, and lolls, just be­
cause "two per c,mt" of the males ofthe 

Utah Mormon Church are polygamists, 
and live in direct conflict with the 
standard books of their church, (up to 
1876), and in violation of the laws of 
the nation and the established usages of 
the civilized world. 

It seems high time that. the Almighty, 
by the hand of our nation, should strike 

down this huge evil, free from priestly 
injustice, oppression, a ad defilement 1 he 
''ninety- eight per cent," even if the "two 
per cent" go intv exile, or to the peni­
tentiary, 

The News thiuks the epistle from 
Preaidents J. Taylor and G, Q. Cann~m, 

which makes this claim that there are 
but "about two per cent," of their church 

in polygamy, will "be greatly appreciated 
by th:: Samta generally," Indeed! 

uinel.y-eight per cent of the people ex-

peeled to reaily enjoy the shame and 
sufferings brought upon them by "two 
per cent" of their number because they 
teach and practice such things as are 
condemned in the Bible, Book of Mor­
mon, and Doctrine and CJVenants and 
made crimes by civil law! 'Vhat next! 

The Utah people ought. now to ap­
preciate the exact facts in the case, and 

learn that Brigham Young and his fel­
lows, August 29th, 1852, forced polyg­
amy and its kindred' evils upon them. 

(Though it had been secretly taught and 
practiced by a few of the leaders and 
their kind for a taw years prior). Brig­
ham told the people they must accept it 
"or be damned!" He should have re­
versed this and told them that, if they 

accepted it they would be damned; and 
then he would have told the exact truth, 
and the Utah Morm0ns will yet learn 
this. 

The leaders forced this "abomina­
tion," this ''crime," upon many trusting 
souls; and now it requires deception, 
cajolery, delusive promises, and all the 
power of priestly influence, with social 

and business favor, to keep the p1ople 
within the cruel bands in which they 

suffer. May heaven speed their deliver­
ance. 

PERSECUTION-ITS CAUSES. 

THE Deseret News of March 13th re­
peats for I he thouaanth time that the 
causes which led to the persecutions of 
the Saints in Missouri, Ohio, and Il!i. 

no is, were not polygamy, blood-atone­
ment, nor their like. This is true; 
they were persemted in Ohio chiefly 
because they ~]aimed the liook of Mor­
mon to be a sacred record; that the 
gospel had been restored by an angel of 
God; that the priesthood had been giv. 

en by angelic ministration; that God 
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had again set up his Church by reVd· 
,lation; that the houses of Israel and 
Judah were soon to be gathered; that 
the miraculous gifts and blessings of the 
Holy Spirit had been restored; and that 
these were "the last days" and the times 
when judgments and wrath would be 
poured out upon the wicked till Christ 
should come in his glory. These were 
the principal causes of the persecutions 
in Ohio, and throughout the states 
where the ministry labored. In Jack­
son county, Missouri, the persecutions 
in 1832-3, were the outgrowth of hatred 
cf the religious claims of the Saints, also 
because they were mainly from the east­
ern and northern states and were op­
posed to slavery- Their persecutions in 
Clay, Hay, Carroll, Van Buren, Cald­
well and other counties resulted from 
similar causes, intensified by the lying 
reports &et afloat all through those re­
gions by the Jackson county mob hers. 
In Illinois, tbeir persecutions resulted 
from similar causes, to which was added 
the political prominence of the Church 
in Nauvoo and the regions round about 
it, and the fears of anti- Mormons in re­
spect to the aggressions and supremacy 
of the Saints in political mattera. And 
underlying all this was the fact of the 
Saints unfaithfulness and disobedience 
to the doctrine and commandments in 
the standard books given the Church. 

In all thosfl times all manner of evil 
was charged against the Saintsjalsely. 
They were accused of teaching, believ­
ing, and practicing, that which thty de­
tested as evil, and denounced as vile. 
They were persecuted for what they 
did not teach; and for what they 
really resisted and abhJrred. 

But the Utah Mormons are reproach­
ed and proseeuted for teaching and prac­
ticing polygamy, which they claJm is a,n 

indispensible part of the service of God. 
(Though they used to deny and denounce 
it, when at the same time they secret(y 
taught and practiced it). They are re­
proached and denounced because their 
leaders taught "blood-atonement," and 
because many old Mormons say it was 
secretly practiced from 1845 to 1868, 
or later. They are opposed and derided 
because their priesthood leaders make 
their counsels and instructions in civil 
and political matters the chief things to 
be obeyed. They are resisted and stig· 
matized because they make their church 
superior to the nation in matters of ci vii . 
law and civil rule. They are censured, 
not for the evils charged ag11.inst them 
"falsely," but for evils in doctrine a~d 
practice which really exists among them, 
and in which they glory and exult 
through the pulpit and the press! No; 
the Saints were not persecuted for po­
lygamy till after 1844; nor "blood­
atonement" tiil a still later date; and as 
to their church running politbal and 
state affairs, they have not been perse­
cuted for that till 1857 and since. The 
Saints from 1830 to 1844 were perse­
cuted on false charges and l,Ying rumors; 
but since 1844 the Brighamite Mormons 
have been persecuted for doctrines and 
practices which hav~ really existed 
among them. The causes of the Saints 
persecution from 1830 to 1844, and the 
causes of the Brighamite~ perse .utions 
from 1844 to 1885, are widely differt:nt, 
both in character and in fact. With 
the former it was largely for evils falsely 
laid to their charge; but with the latter 
it has been largely for evils which tuey 
call good, and which they can no longer 
deny that they teach and practice. 
These are tt.e facts in the case; and 
those who have sown to the wind are 
beginning to reap the whirlwind. 
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· THE PROTEST. 

THE appended clipping from the Chicago 
Tribune of May 5th inst., indicates in 
strong terms the intense and increasing 
opposition to polygamy. The mpre the 
subject is investigated, the more deter­
mined and bitter is the hosti!Hy of the 
civilized world toward it. 

These columns have been freighted" 
with warnings of the coming storm 
against the evil, for the past seven years; 
and no proper effort has been spared to 
reach the Utah people and convert them 
from the heaven-cursed error. Some 
have read and profited thereby, while 
the mass of the Utah Mormons, no­
tably their leaders, have treated our 
efforts with contempt, and some have 
with violent denunciation. 

We have known since 1860 that the 
Brighamite features of the Utah Mor­
mon. system would be destroyed, and 
this knowledge was renewed in 1865, in 
1869, in 1871, in 1879, and in 1882. 
But the end is not yet. What has oc­
cm•red is but "the- beginning of the 
end." 

MOR~!ON PROTESTS TO CLEVELAND. 

The formal protest drawn up by the Mor­
mon leaders against the enforcement of the 
Edmunds law is an insult: to the Govern­
ment, to which it is addressed through the 
President of the United States. It is a tis­
Bue of fa)s~ ~tai?Jllent§ ani! f~Jhwious a:rgu-

menta which are not even specious. It is !I 
plea for immunity to licentiousness practiced 
under the pretext of religion. It is a de­
fense of the most flagrant violation of mod­
ern civilization. 

"Plural marriage," says this memorial, 
"is a part of the Mormon creed." That is 
a lie. Polygamy was imposed upon Mor. 
monism by Brigham Young, who pretended 
that he had received a revelation from God 
commanding it, and was not a rite or priv­
ilege of the original Mormon Church as laid 
down by Joe Smith, its founder. It is prac­
ticed now by only a portion of the Mormons. 
It might be exterminated without in any 
wise interfering with the religious tenets of 
the Mormon Church, though its abandon­
ment would probably be regarded as a great 
personal' hardship by the voluptuous and 
self-indulgent vld reprobates who are fight­
ing for it. 

An attempt is made to poipt out to the 
President essential differences between the 
polygamy of Mohammedan countries and 
that of Utah, to the advantage of the latter, 
but there is one essential difference whioh 
is not mentioned. In Mohammedan coun­
tries the man supports the women of hie 
harem, who t'!re kept in seclusion and idle­
ness; but in Mormondom the "plural wives" 
are expected to support the lazy, lecherous 
husband, and they actually work in the 
field~ and do the manual labor of the house­
bold or farm. This fact will not induce 

I 
the American people to look with any great­
er favor upon Mormon polygamy. 

Complaint is made of the injustice of the 
National Government in refusing a State 
Government to Utah. Such a course would 
enable the Mormons te protect their lustful 
institution of plural "wives!' with all the 
authority of a "sovereign State," and the 
disgrace which is now local would then at­
tach to the entire Americ11.n people. There 
iB no "in5qstio!l" h~ tl:;~ :N atiQn from 
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such a stain upon the American character. 
It is contendad that the Commissioners 

under the Edmunds law have grossly abused 
the authority confe1·red upon them and have 
usurped illegal and arbitrary powers. All 
this means that the Commissioners have 
tried to enforce the law, which has been sus­
tained by the Supreme Court of the United 
St!ttes. That is "usurpation" in the eyes 
of the Mormons. "No Mormon," it is de­
clared, "can have a fair trial under the Ed­
munds law." That is to say, that polyga· 
mous scoundrels think no trial is fair unless 
they can have a jury made up of men who 
are equally guil(;;v with themselves. Their 
position is precisely the same as if a horse­
thief should demand ajury ofhorse-thieves 
in order to secure him a fair and impartial 
trial for his crime. 

These are samples of the "arguments" 
set forth in the petition which the Mormons 
have sent to Washington in protest against. 
Government interference with their so called 
"religious practices." The fact is, that the 
Government is not now, and never has been 
efficient enough in its crusade- against 
polygamy. There is no other civilized Gov­
ernment in the world which would have tol­
erated so lon'i, the open defiance of the sane-. 
tity of marriage. If the Mormons protest 
against the present law and succeed in de­
feating it, another law of broader scope wil 
need to be adopted. The:re are evidences 
that public indignation is growing stronger 
every day at the nuisance and di8grace of 
polygamy, and the time is not far distant 
when there will be a resistless popular de­
m~nd that it be stamped out of exis.tence. 
If the Edmunds law will accomplish that 
end, well and good; if not, then more sum­
mary measures must be adopted. The 
Mormons will protest in vain against the 
National sentiment on this matter." 

----·~----+----­

AFFLICTED UTAH. 
OGDEN CITY, Utah, 

May 12t~, 1885. 
Editor Deseret News :-Although the 

spring time is far advanced, the summer 
weather appears to be held in abeyance. 
Our fruit trees blossomed early, and the 
[!()st was propitious; its chilling breat4 

passed harmlessly by and did not injure the 
germs of peach and apricot. Dame Nature 
s~emed specially proud of these branches 
of her productions,_ for !:'ever did our or­
chards look more lovely, nor were they 
ever before decked in a more glorious and 
complete apparel than they were a month 
ago. 

Everything looked auspicieus, and our 
horticulturists indulged in bright hopes and 

DREA~IED FOND DREAMS 

that in the autumn their orchards would 
bear such an abundant yield of all kinds 
of fruits as has not been witnessed for a 
number of years past. There appeared to 
be just ground~, too, for the indulgence of 

such pleasing anticipations. But, alas! 
their hopes are blasted, the fruit is blighted. 

WE HAVE THE WORMS-

millions upon millions of them. They hang 
in thick clusters upon the trees in nests 
made of material similar to the spider's web. 
After they emerge from their nests they 
spread themselves over the trees, destroy 
the fruit and eat up the foliage. They will 
then collect in tens of thousands and huddle 
together on the large limbs, presenting un­
sightly heaps; their wriggling evolutions 
create in the minds of beholders feelings- of 
disgust and repulsiveness. Orchards are 
overrun with t.hem, and as far as I have 
been able to ascertain, none have escaped 
th~ pests. 

WE HAVE THE LICE 

also, which vermin are as destructive as the 
worms. They infest the peach trees in 
such numbers as to defy calculation. They 
cover the fruit and foliage completely. If a 
person gets beneath a tree, and s4akes a 
limb he can soon become lousy from head to 
foot. Never befor-e in this country, did the 
peach prospect look more promising than a 
few days since; and never did the destruc­
tion of that luscious article of dessert ap­
pear more imminent than it does at the 
present moment. In one orchard near here, 
the fruit of one hundred and fifty peach 
trees has been completely destroyed by the 
lice, and there seems to be no way of ex- . 
terminating the vermin and saving the fruit 
tllis seas9n. My inquiries have elicited 
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the melancholy fact that all the peach trees 
are doomed to suffer like fate. 

WE HAVE MILDEW. 

also. This fungus has blighted our goose­
berries, not only in the present, but for a 
number of years past. The trees are loaded 
with fruit, but if it matures it will be use­
less for human food, and thus the people 
are deprived of a much coveted article of 
healthy diet. The currants, both the wild 
a.nd cultivated, are thus far free from the 
ravages of the mildew or any destroying in· 
sects. It is the intention of some of the 
gardeners here to dig up their gooseberry 
trees and in their stead plant English cur­
rents. 

In the south· eastern p9,rt of this county . 

THEY HAVE CRICKETS, 

which in the early part of the spring threat­
ened the annihilation of early field and gar­
den crops. These insects seem indigenous 
to that section. They exist in countless 
numbers, and some years come down from 
the mountains in myriads and for some time 
cause terror and dismay to fill the hearts of 
the people who reside in their vicinity. 
They have frequently destroyed the early 
vegetation of farms, fields, gardens, etc. If 
before them a place appeared as a garden 
of Eden, behind them they left 

A ·scORCH AND DESOLATION. 

What amount of havoc they have com­
mitted this season I have not learned; I 
think, however, it is not so heavy as it was 
feared it would be when they first made 
their descent upon the farms. We O!bn fight 
the crickets and the worms, but the lice and 
the mildew baffle the efforts of all, to pre­
vent their baneful effects wherever thep ap· 
pear. The pear and cherry t.rees, appear 
to enjoy immunity from mildew, lice. and 
worms or grubs. How long they will con­
tinue to escape it is impossible to divine. 
The box elder and other shade trees, as well 
as f• uit trees, suffer from this cause. Small 
garden vegetables such as radishes, etc., 
are also infested with g1'ubs or small wo:rms, 
and much of this kind of garden sauce is 
rendered unfit to eat. 

VARIOUS METHODS 

have been resorted to, to destr-oy and get rid 
of the nuisance. The nests are cut off from 

the trees, thrust into the fire and burned. 
But this mode can not be adopted for the 
extermination <Jf the larger worms when 
they begin to travel and subsequently to 
congregate in large multitudes. Some per­
sons take an old gunnysack, place over the 
pests and mash them; others use coal oil, 
which will destroy them the moment it 
touches them; but my experience is that 
the coal oil also injures the trees. The 
method I have adopted recently is: T() take 
a large tin vessel-say an old bread pan­
put some straw· or paper in the bottom, 
place the pan under tl!iie spot where they 
have nestled, ignite a long piece of twisted 
paper and apply it to the rookery; those 
which are not thus destroyed fall into the 
pan, where they are re~dily burned by ig­
niting the straw or paper which it contains. 
Few if any escape, and they are easily cap­
tured, and the trees are left free and clean. 

The Utah leaders for many years past 
have predicted all sorts of evil to their 
enemies, and at the same time have 
promised security and exemption to 
those who gathered to "the secret cham­
bers" of the mountains- But it is a 
fact the 1\'Ionnons in Utah have suffered 
serely from Indian :raids, crickets, grass­
hoppers, catterpillars, d:rouths, and 
v11.rious other causes in the past thirty­
Jive years, and now their afl:lictions are 
overfluwing them in almost every de­
partment of life. DJes all this mean 
that they are heaven's favorites? and 
that the predictions of their leaders are 
true and trustworthy! 

Now, whoever will read the seventh 
chapter of JY.losiah, in the Book of 
JYiormon, will find a parallel case with 
that of Utah. It says of King Noah, 
who once was a -servant of God-

"He did not keep the commandments of 
God, but he did walk after the desires of 
his own heart. And he had many wives 
and concubines. And did cause his people 
to commit sin, and do that which was 
abominable in the sight of the Lord. Yea 
and they did commit whoredoms, and all 
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manner of wickedness. And he laid a tax 
of one-fifth part of all they possessed; a 
fifth part of their gold and of their silver, 
and a fifth part of their ziff, and of their 
copper, and of their brass and their iron; 
and a fifth part of their failings; and also, a 
fifth part of all their grain. And all this 
did he take, to support himself, and his 
wives, and his concubines, and also, his 
priests, and their wives, and their concu­
bines: thus he had changed the affairs of 
the kingdom. For he put down all the 
priests that had be.en consecrated by his 
father, and consecrated new ones in their 
stead, such as were lifted up in the pride of 
their hearts. Yea, and thus they were sup­
ported in their laziness, and in their idola­
try, and in their whoredoms, by the taxes 
which King Noah had put upon his people; 
thus did the people labor exceedingly, to 
support iniquity. Yea, and they also be­
came idolatrous, because they were deceived 
by the vain and flattering words of the king 
and priests: for they did speak flattering 
things unto them. 

And it came to pass that king Noah built 
many elegant and spacious buildings; and 
he ornamented them with fine work of wood, 
and of all manner of precious things, of 
gold, and of silver, and of iron, and of brass, 
and of ziff, and of copper; and he also built 
him a spacious palace, and a throne in the 
midst thereof, all of which was of fine wood, 
and was ornamented with gold, and silver, 
and with precious things. And he also 
caused that his workmen should work all 
manner of fine work within the walls of the 
temple, of fine wood, and of copper, and of 
brass; and the seats which were set apart 
for the high priests, which were above all 
the other seats, he did ornament with pure 
gold: and he caused a breastwork to be 
built before them, that t4ey might rest their 
bodies and their arms upon, while they 
should speak lying and vain words to his 
people. 

And it came to pass that he built a tower 
near the temple; yea, a very high tower, 
even so high, that he could stand upon the 
top thereof and ovorlook the land of Shilom, 
and also the land of Shemlon, which was 
possessed by the Lamanites; and he could 

even look over all the land round about. 
And it came to pass that he caused many 

buildings to be built in the land of Shilom: 
and he caused a great t~wer to be built on 
the hill north of the land Shilcm, which had 
been a resort for the children of Nephi, at 
the time they fled out of the land; and thus 
he did do with the riches which he obtained 
by the taxation of his people. 

And it came to pass that he placed his 
heart upon his riches, and he spent his 
time in riotous living with his wives and 
his concubines: and so did also his priests 
spend their time with harlots. And it came 
to pass that he plan ted vineyards round 
about in the land: and he built wine press­
es, and made wine in abundance; and there­
fore he became a wine bibber, and also his 
people. 

And it came to pass that the Lamanites 
began to come in upon his people, upon 
small numbers, and to slay them in their 
fields, and while they were tending their 
flocks. 

1
And King Noah sent gu~trds round 

about the land to keep them off; but he did 
not send a sufficient number, and the 
Lamanites came upon them and killed them, 
and drove many of their flocks out of the 
land: thus the Lamanites began to destroy 
theni, and to exercise their hatred upon 
them. 

And it came to pass that king Noah sent 
his armies against them, and they were 
driven back, or they drove them back for a 
time; therefore, they returned rejoicing in 
their spoil. And now, because of this great 
vict.o:ry, they were lifted up in the pride of 
thei:r hearts; they did boast in their own 
strength, saying, that their fifty could stand 
against thousands of the L'lmanites; and 
thus they did boast, and did delight in 
blood, and the shedding of the blood of their 
brethren, and this because of the wicked­
ness of their king and priests. 

And it came to pass that there was a 
man among them, whose name was Abinadi: 
and he went forth among them, and began 
to prophesy, saying, Behold, thus saith the 
Lord, and thus hi!.th he commanded me, 
saying, Go forth and say unto this people, 
thus ai1ith the Lord: Wo be unto this 
people, for I have seen their abominations, 
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and their wickedness, and their whoredoms: 
and except they repent, I will visit them in 
mine anger. And except they repent, and 
turn to the Lord their God, behold, I wiil 
deliver them into the hands of their ene­
mies; yea, and they shall be brought into 
bondage; and thev shall be afiiicted by the 
hands of their enemies. And it shall come 
to pass that they shall know that I am the 
Lord their God, and am a jealous God, visit­
ing the iniquities of my people. And it 
shall come to pass that except this people 
repent, and turn unto the Lord their God, 
they shall be brought into bondage; and 
none shall deliver them, except it be the 
Lord, the Almighty God. Yea, and it shall 
come to pass that when they shall cry unto 
me, I will be slow to hear their cries; yea, 
and I will suffer them that they be smitten 
by their enemies. And except they repent 
in sackcloth and ashes, and cry mightily to 
the Lord their God, I will not hear their 
prayers, neither will I deliver them out of 
their afflictions; , and thus saith the Lord, 
and thus hath he commanded me. 

Now it came to pass that when Abinadi 
had spoken these words unto them, they 
were wroth with him, and sought to take 
away his life; but the Lord delivered him 
out of their hands. Now when King Noah 
h11d heard of the words which Abinadi had 
spoken unto the people, he was also wroth; 
and he said, Who is Abinadi, that I and my 
people should be judged of him? or who is 
the Lord, that shall bring upon my people 
such great afiiiction: I command you to 
bring Abinadi hither, that I may aiay him; 
for he has said these things, that he might 
stir up my people to anger, one with au­
other, and to raise contentions among my 
people; therefore I will slay him, Now the 
eyes of the people were blinded; therefore, 
they hardened their hearts against the 
words of Abinadi, and they sought from 
that time forward t.o take him. And King 
Noah harden~d his heart against the word 
of the Lord; an<l he did not repent of his 
evil doings. 

And it came to pass that after the space 
of two years, that Abinadi came among 
them in disguise, that they knew him not, 
and began to prophesy among them, saying, 

Thus hath the Lord commanded me, saying, 
Abinadi, go and prophesy unto this my 
people, for they have harden eel their hearts 
against my words; they have repented not 
of their evil doings; therefore, I will visit 
them in my anger, yea, in my fierce anger 
will I visit them in their iniquities and 
abominations; yea, wo be unto this gener­
ation. And the Lord said unto we, Stretch 
forth thy hand, al)d prophesy, saying, ,Thus 
saith the Lord: It shall come to pass that 
this generation, because of their iniqu'ities, 
shall be brought into bondage, and shall be 
smitten on the cheek; yea, and shall be 
driven by men, and shall be slain; and the 
vultures of the air, and the dogs, yea, and 
the wild beasts, shall devour their flesh. 

And it shall come to pass that the life of 
King Noah shall be valued even as a gar­
ment in a hot furnace ; for he shall know 
that I am the Lord. And it shall come to 
pass that I will smite this my people with 
sore afflictions; yea, with famine and with 
pestilence; and I will cause that they shall 
howl all the day long; yea, and I will cause 
that they shall have burdens lashed upon 
their backs; and be driven before, like a 
dumb ass. 

And it shall come to pass that I will send 
forth hail among them, and it shall smite 
them; and they shall alPo be smitten with 
the east wind; and insects shall pester their 
land also, and devour their grain. And 
they shall be smitten with a great pestil­
ence ; and all this will I do, because of 

their iniquities and a'Jomiuation. 
And it shall come to pass that except 

they repent, I will utterly destroy them 
from off the face of the earth; yet they shall 
leave a record behind them, and I will pre­
ser-ve them for other nations which shall 
possess,the land; yea, even this will I do, 
that I may discover the abominations of 
this people to other nations. And many 
things did Abinadi p1•ophesy against this 
people,'' 

The oimiladty between the times and 
doings of King Noah and those of 
Brigham Young are so striking that it 
is a wonder the Utah Mormons do not 
ascribe their afflictions to the same class 
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of causes as those mentioned in the pas­
sage quoted, for these causes have ex­
isted, and in a measure still exist in 
Utah. What has occurred is evidently 
but the beginning of sorrows unless the 
people, repent and turn to the command­
ments and avoid the false teachings of 
their leaders. 

IS IT COWARDICE? 
2TRONG CONTRAST BETWEEN THE FOUNDER 

OF MORMONISM AND JOHN TAYLOR. 

"THE element of personal cowardice has 
never been char§Zed up to the account 
of the original Mormon Prophet, or any 
of his family except his illustrious neph­
ew Joseph F. Smith, tue present left 
bower of John Taylor. Through all 
the difficulties of the Mormons in Illi­
nois we find the Prophet Smith facing 
the music. As the head of the Church 
he answered to every c~JJ! of the courts. 
He did not hide, nor skulk, nor run. 
Like a soldier in :he days of chivalry 
he was at the front. He never com­
manded where he did not lead. The 

courage of his followers . was eclipsed 
by his owa, and the cowardice of indi· 
viduals was unnoticed in the presence of 
the bravery of Smith. At Carthage he 
and his brother were killed b defeml-

ing themselves a while 
their John T;1ylor, rolled 
under a bed and got a friend to cover 
him up with some blankets. Coward 
now as then, John rolls under a meta­
phorical bed and gets his brethren to 
~:over him up. When the E1lmunds law 
was passed he immediately conformed to 
it, if he may be believed, but he advises 

others to pay no attention to it, and aids 
and abets them in its violation. So he 
is not anxious to become a polygamic 

martyr, but that sort of martyrdom is a 
good thing for Olsen, Hansen, Simpson, 

Young and other small fry, as polygamic 

cement for the church. Some of the 

faithful are aiready beginning to re­
mark the difference between the courage 
of the first and the third Prophet." 

THE Grand Jury has fouud a number 
ofindictments this session against polyg­
amists, and they are running like wild 
goats upon the mountains; and this is 
only "the beginning of sorrow." If the 
Sup:"eme Court sustains Judge Z:me in 
the open venire cases their last hope is 
gone. The bands will surely be broken 
here. Such a spirit of unrest never 
was felt among this people before. 
Many are waiting to see how the Lord 
will deliver them; and if the leaders 
fail to do something for their deliver­
ance many will draw out. I think we 
ought to take advantage ot the times 
and seas·Jns to help the n'eedy. 

R. J. ANTHONY. 

POLYGAMISTS WILL YIELD. 
IT is quietly talked among the more in­
telligent and independent-minded of the 
brethren that the l\'Iorinon leaders and 
people will hil.ve to back down from their 
praebica and upholding of polygamy. 

They the fact thc~t the pres"· 
sure is too great to be long withstood, 
and as xeason~.ble men they will yield. 
Years ago some separated from their 
plural wives, separated honestly and 
in a way throu;sh whit>h noti(Je was 
given to the the world that the sep­
an<tion was final and complete. But 
they took care of the women who had 
been plural wives; they did not turn 
them out to starve or t:; suffBr the neg­
lect of a cold world. Tne result was not 
only increased happiness to them bnt for 

the women who had been plural wives. 
Those examples are before other men 
and women who are in polygamy, and 
hence the wail of burly polyga~ists, that 
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they can not surrender the obligations 
they h~ve entered into, ia but the cant 
of hypocrites. By their own acts they 
have, with t,h,l taking of each new wife, 

broken anew the covenant they entered 
into with their first wives, until many of 
them can not live with any one wif.e 

thirty days in the year. If ever a class 
of people have placed themselves in a 
position to take from them all sympathy 
when the trap of justice is sprung upon 
them it is the polyg'1 uist class of Utah. 
-Selected. 

POLYGAMY ALWAYS A CRIME. 

THE Mormon idea that in the absence 
of. a penal statute neither polygamy nor 
any other enormity is a crime is in itself 
outr:J,geous. According to that notion, 
neither murder, rape, theft, nor any­
thing else, was criminal among them 
from the time they left the boundaries 
of the State of Iowa tiil they erected a 
lawful Territorial government in Utah. 

But even the th'n pretense of absence 
of law against polygamy in the Terri­
tnry is thus rudely torn away by the St. 
Louis Globe Democrat: 

"One of the objections the 
Mormons against the Edmund3 law is 
that it is ex post and to 
break up ma,rriages a,nd f'1mily relations 

that were formed before it was enacted, 

Mexico and continued by treaty provi9-
ions until repealed or modified on the 
part of the United States. There has 
been no time, therefore, since the Mor­
mons went to Utah, that polygamy was 
not forbiddan by law, and the Edmunda 
act does not, in any sense, tend to pun­

ish people fur acts which were cJmmitted 
under innocent eonditions.-Selected. 

MOHMON SUCCESS IN THE SOUTH. 

THE ''Saints" are among the most per­
suasive and seductive of missionaries, 
and nnderstood their audiences well. 
When on missionary work in the South, 
they are men of quiet and well-ordered 

demeanor, affecting great piety, preach­
ing temperance, defending the ,teach­
ings of the Old and New Testaments, 

yet placing beside them the Book of 
l\Iormon as an equal authority, while of 
polygamy they say lit. tie. There are, 

several special arguments they urge to 
the poor whites of the Southern States 
which are particularly strong with them. 
Then in the mountain distrioto of South 

Carolina, where the 89-ints are winning 
many converts, preach the doctrine 
of the inequality of the negro, and de­
clare that ''God never u1akes revelations 

the negro, and. he is net entitled to 
with the whites." Anoth-

er argument used them with success 
and when there was no sta:.tu~e prohibit- that the U uited States Government is 
ing polygamy. It so happens, however, persecuting them for their faith, and, 
that, as long ago as 1862, Congress remembering the d~ys of reconstruction, 
passed an aco that per- and the Ku Kiox and other laws, the 
son having a husband or wife living who people of the Sout.h Ct~rolina mountains 
marriJs another, whether married or are disposed to sympathize with the 

single, in a Territory, shall be deemed Mormons on account of the unf1~endly 
guiltJof bigamy, and be by course of Lhe Government. This sym­
fine and And even be- and the outward good 
fore this, there was a strict anti polyg· conduct of the missionRries create a 

amy law in force in Utah, as a of I prej ad ice in their favor. The elders go 

the ·le$al system there by from house to hot~se1 wapde!'ing through 
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the mountains, taking no money for their 
preaching. If lodging is given them 

free thAy accept it, but if a charge is 
made they pay with out complaint. 
Against such miSsiOnaries, working 
among a class of people almost totally 
uneducated and ignorant, there can be 
no argument used but the law. The 
,~anner in which the people of Tennes­
;ee sought to suppress l\:Iormonism in 
their midst, by killing the elders, has 
had the contrary effect-has only 
strengthened the church-as is seen by 
the fact that there are now twenty-five 
elders at work in that State, a larger 
number than ever before.-New Orleans 
Times-Democrat. 

THE clippings below teH painfully of the 
lack of confidence felt by liberal minded 
journalists in the statements and pro­

fessions of President Taylor: 
"The San Francisco .Alta says of John 

T<tylor's comment on tho Un!t;,dStatez Su­
preme Court decision: •Pre~tident John 
Taylor of the Mormon Church has bsen in­
terviewed and says that the decision of the 
United States Supreme Court in the Claw­
son polygamy case is unjust, but that it 
ought to be respected by every good, loyal 
citizen, and should end the controversy. 
This is good, if Taylor me&ns what he says. 
Will he prove it by recommending his saints 
to discontinue their polygamous relation?'" 

••The Sacramento Bee of the 24th, notic­
ing the recent utterance of John Taylor, 
sttys: President John Taylor, the head of 
the M:ormon Church, gives up the hopeless 
struggle for polygamy. He o,ffects to be­
lieve that 'a reign of terror' will result 
from the recent Supreme Court decision in 
the Cia wson case, but his declarations to 
this effect are mere buncombe. There need 
be no fear that any Mormon will be ma­
liciously accused or unjustly convicted. 
The Mormons will be left the enjoyment of 
w hate vet· religion they may really possess, 
but they will henceforth be unable to live 

Jn QOJ:i()l!bina5e ~~nder t}le ~Jl!)a(t of piet;v." 

JOHN RODGERS' BIBLE. 

"THERE is in the possession of the 
Potter family of Hhode Island," said a 
distant relative of that family living in 
New York, "a Bible, which is not only 
notable for its antiquity, but for the his­
tory connected with it. H belonged to 
John Rodger, the martyr. During the 
persecutions of the early martyrs he hid 
it to keep it from falling into the hands 
of G~.rdiner and Bonner or their spies. 
John Ragers was burned at the stake 
more than three centuries and a quarter 
ago. After his death the Bible fell in­
to the hands of his eldest son, descend­
ants of whom came to America in 1635, 
bringing the book with them. This 
was the family of James Rogers, who; 
in traveling through the New England 
wildemess, carried the Bible in his bos­
om and used it for a pillow. It was be­
lieved that it was an amulet that kept 
off the devil and the Indians. It de­
soelHied through three generations of 
the Rogerses in this country to Judith 
Rogers, who .married Tho,Has Potter nf 
Hopkinton, R I, in 1753. The Bible 

has been in the posse"sion of the Potter 
ever since. It is Jl¥httuews' or 

Cranmer'H Bible and it is divided inl;o 

verses. ---------
TO DELINQUENTS. 
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