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LUCY MACK SMITH 

Born at Gilsum, New Hampshire, July 8, 1776. Died at Nauvoo, 
Illinois, May 5, 1855. 
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Journa~of History 
VOL. XVI, No.1 INDEPENDENCE,MISSQu-iu JANUARY. 1923 

LUCY MACK SMITH AND THE LATTER DAYSAINTS 

(An address delivered by Mrs. Audentia Smith Anderson before the 
Annual.Reunion of the Mack Asso"i~tion, . Hotel Pontiac, Oswego, 

Tuesday evening, August 15, 1922.) . . 

i,j;" .. ;c\.;/·>T'f;;·:-f'l~'" n.o other reason than that she has made possible 

··llaY:;.Plt~~;en(~e here to-nightasa member of this association, I 
. am deeplygratefulto my ~ncestress, LllcyMackSmith,andit· 
is .. an unqualified pleasure. for me to attempt. to express that 
gratitude by responding to your invitation to tell·. you some
thing of her life and character, and something of the religious 
oI'ganizationwith which she was identified. ie:i~gaMack, 
and a happy embodiment of many of the noble and heroic char
acteristics of that family,she is, in herself, an irite~estirig 
subject; .as the mother· of the leaders in a unique and widely
felt religious movement, that interestis greatly deepened. 

What meed of praise. or appreciation we may have for 
Lucy Mack Smith becomes her,.becausewhilep~singthr()ugh 
a long life peculiarly marked by vivid checkeringsof fate, 
darkened by grief and anxiety, and burdened by toil and pov:" 
arty, she did not swerve from her high ideals of faith,cour ... 
age,and perseverance jn rightdoing, as she saw it. 

Whatever may have been said against the character and 
nessage of Joseph Smith, it must be conceded by everyone 
vho has read her history of his life,that his mother, at least. 
Tas most· sincere in her belief· in the· divine origin of that mes
Igeand mission. 
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Clesiasticalbondage;'O,~e,isjUstified'j1t;e*' 
. ·niemQer.~()f alla.,sociayQD, ()fqlEll~d~~S&~p?a .. 

ity and toler(ffic{: towardsshibere>feI!giod~ . 

paft .of any, .•.. especiaJly()f t~o~~:Wh(}~i~~r~.<·· 
speakable li.ardSlliPS;indt(),~ae~'fi~~.~VE!tf 
they. deewed. true and l~~ltog.eth~1::;I6;~ii;f 
" $mithcal1ibllt:cqn1~ahdreSp~gta1;ld'ad¥ii 
. with.· wllic}f··she. m~t'life.,S.V~~je~ie~p~~j~~Aes;·'Jvet~>· 
who·least u~der~tand the~otivesail&:convic' ' .. ~'., 

, " - -- -'/ -- ' --" ,'. -' '. ,',,' "" -,~. '-, -" '''''-i:''- , 
',~-: 

atedher. 

Bo,rn .in'· the, midst,.Oftli~}~!t~k~I~1;;· 
daughtel~ . of .. a soldier of·bothC61oh~:iI'·'~".""·'t,:R~Y~r', 
Wars; sister'·.of .• others·idehtifl~d .• with·.;lat~'J!iti~n~l;~ •.•••...... ; 
wife of an1al1'whoseiriheritauce'~f'ihdlJ~t~j;"int~g,;'i~' 

· idealism eqUaledh~ 0W11,~nd Who~o~bi~ed'~~.'~~g 
"ua1 toil·· '.'l1umer()us.,sohOlarly"andJ7e~~'~'~~;'?i'~$l1:!~~~,' 
mother of seven sonsand't.hroo daughters;,{~itl{nltlhi 

", .,,",', " .. --- ""_,.---:' . ',_ '"" "-:":""::,,':'-'~.,,:'_,,:_'. '-:"=;_,~;:,._,,:: : __ ,:-,~:,~",_:?"--;'.: __ ,,- _;----,:>"c':,/ __ '~'f.7;~';,Y~,~,>;~:: ____ ':':~;--':);;'::,>:--t'-

a 'sen~nce .. ' irilp1ies~ of tqil,sacrifi~e~.iyt~~l'·~'l1(lc;~r~~~~·' 
identifying' .. herself.··· wit,h··.an •••.. UIlP911ltlaD,\~~i~~~~i,m 
which; at ..• that; time; elltaHedu~Dll,its'l\&B~f-~.n~~~uhs~$ff 
trials' and·· bitter .contu:rt1ely;pas~h1.gfIntou.g~'··~!i~f'i'·· 
tion, tragedy,bel'ea veIl1ent;Wido""ed~Qr:trft¢~l1;.yWats> 

· of which were spent il1h~IpieS~ness. (rfhociy~t'j;~g' . 

fering.;.and ll1e:ti~g all #1es~,.aIldmoie,:\V~~1X:i~E . 
age and 'iulconquerable'wi1land 'sPlrlf;:::.!~U~~IY:'· 
ofsuchawomari:' has a wealth 'oifila.tei~ai " ~' .. i 

·.if 
choose ill re-cj.eatitlgfOi'abrietn]()rtie~thtti·Ii~rs~n:alffi,,~'~rtt 

· performance .on the· stag~of lif,a; .M~tas#:'.h~s':~~,P':Ja.:Il;i~~ 
> (g~ 
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L DCY MAcK SMI'i'H 

one of elimination, f6r she, herself, gave w a reeol'ft(ol her' 
experiences' which is unusually:rieh in colol'and detail. With . . 

. your pel'Inissio:fii, I will here digress long enough to present 
the Mack Association with this coPY' of Lucy Mack Sm~th's 
History of Joseph Smith and His Progenitors, which presenta~ 

'tiongives me extreme pleasure. 

John Mack ami Sarah Bagley. 
Ebenez~r Mack and Hannah Huntley. 
Solomon Mack and Lydia Gates. 

Thus reads the Mack pedlgl'eebackof thesu.bject of OUT 

sketch. Of John and Sarah, Ebenezer and Hannah,it ll1aynot 
. be necessary to speak a,t length. Possibly SOl0ll10l1and· Lydia, 
also,.have re,ceived attention at the hands of thisassocia,tion, 

. . '. • ~,< , • • • .' . 

and'so we will but touch them lightly.·., 
Owing to a series of misfortunes which .came to his par

ents and "reduced a once happy and flourishing family to ex
tremity and the necessity for separating," SolOIn:on was,while 
still a small lad, taken into the family of a neighboringiarrner, 
where he remained until nearly twenty-one years of age. At 
that tim.e he enlisted ill the Colonial ..;\,rmy, and for six years 
f()llowed the dangerous life of a soldier, marked- by many in
teresting incidents of which 'he haS' written freely in a diary," 
the original of which, Tam told,is in the Berrien Collection 
in the New York City Library~ 

Lydia Gates was, a young school-teacher in the town of 
East Haddam, COll,necticut, when she met and 'loved the young 

, soldier, Solomon Mack. They were married in January, 1759, 
-and he soon ob~ined an honorable discharge from the army 
and received'a corisiderable sum of money in paymentfoi- the 
services he had rendered. With this he embarked upon vari
ous bUSIness enterprises, more or less Successful. . , ' 

In 1761 they moved to Marlow), New Hampshire, where 
the highly educated and gifted yQmng school-teacher had 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



4 JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

abundant opportun.ity to prove that she had 
ability as home-maker and mother, for at ,that tilUethe 
locality into which ,they moved was a ~'drearyan.ddesolate 
wilderness," with but four families living Within .a·' radius of . 
forty miles. Speaking of their life in this lonely' and,IJL\}Ht<!~L 

, ' , 

country, Solomon pays the following fine tributetohis 

Here Iwasthrowninto a situation to appreciatemore.fully the 
talents and virtues of my excellent' wife; for, as' our' children,vere,de
pri~edof schools,she assumed the charge of their education, and perc 
formed the duties of an instructress as none, save a mother, is capable of." 

Precepts, accompanied by examples such as .hers,were'ea1c1l1ated' 
to make impressions on the minds of the young,neverto beiorgQtten. 

She,besidesinstructing thenlinthevarious branc11~sof anordi~ 
nary education,was in the habit of calling them tggether both morning 
and evening', and teaching them to pray; meanwhile urging, upon them 
the necessity of love ,towards eachothe~', as welLasdev.otionalf~elings 
towards Him who 'made them. . 

In this manner,myfirstchi1chen became confirmed in habitsof 
piety, gentll3ness, and reflection, whichafl'orded gl'eat.assistance in,guid" 
ing those who cameafterthem in the same happy channel. , , ",' 

The education of my children would have been a more difficult task 
if they h&d ,not il)heritedmuch of their mother'!) excellent disposition. 

Into~he atmosphere of .such a hOIne, then, came. LIley, 
youngest of eight children born to Solomon and Lydia Mack, , 
her, birthday being July 8, 1776, just .four days, after the' mem
orable signing of that stately and solemn document in which 

, , . - . 

the intrepid colonists declared our country's freedom from 
kingly rule and its God~given righttoself·:g9vernmentand . 
personal liberty. 

Nurtured in a home where love,kindness,justice, arid 
devotion to God reigned; by parents who from sturdy ~nces- ' 
tors-the Macks, Bagleys,; Colbys,Huntleys, Ch~U1pions,onthe 
one side, and Gateses, Cones, Brainerds',Spencers, on the 
other..:-had inherited imperishable idealsofrightdoing, honor, 
courage, and faith, Lucy could not but bring to womanhood's 
years an estimable ,combination of family traits. 

When eighteEmyearsof age she Went to Tunbridge, Ver-
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LUCY MACK SMITH 5 

mont, to visit her brother Stephen. Here she met Joseph, son 
and scion of another worthy pioneer race whose history is 
closely interwoven with that of New England's, early strug
gles and achievements. The mutual interest which was en
gendered at this meeting grew into an attachment which cul
minated in marriage a year later, when, on January 24,1796, 
were united the families of the Lyme, Connecticut, Ma;cks, 
and the Topsfield, Massachusetts, Smiths. 

During the next twenty years they lived in various places 
in Vermont and New Hampshire, Mr. Smith following the 
occupations of farming, merchandizing, and school-teaching, 
while his wife cared for the home and their children, nine of 
whom were born to them during this period. 

About 1815, after suffering complete failure of crops for 
three successive years, they decided to move farther 'west. 
Mr. Smith went on ahead, and locating near P;llmyra, New 
York, sent back a team and wagon to convey his family and 
household goods thither. Lucy attended to the details of set
tling up their affairs in the old home, and hired a man to drive 
them to the new one. Not far from Utica, however, she be
came aware that the man was dishonest and crafty, and she 
summarily dismissed him, and herself drove the team the re
maining distance, which, in those days ofundevel0pedcountry 
and constant terror from savages, was attended by no small 
degree of discomfort, anxiety, and peril. Her pluck and cour
age, however, were equal to the task. She writes: 

We arrived safely at Palmyra, with a small portion of our effects, 
and barely two cents in cash. 

Though much reduced, not from indolence, but on account of the 
many reverses of fortune with which our lives had been rather singularly 
marked, and notwithstanding our misfortunes, and the embarrassments 
with which we were surrounded, I was quite happy in once more throw
ing myself and children upon the care and affection of a tender com
panion and father. 

The family set about unitedly to repair their fortunes, 
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6 JOURNAL O.F HiSTORY 

and to make for themselves a new home. Lucy, by hm' needle 
and her brush, was able to earn money with which to provide 
necessities, while husband and older sons cleared and tilled 
the little farm of (:mc hundred acres which they had obtained, 
and erected a small, but appreciated, log house in which to 
dwell. 

• It was in this Palmyra home that many eventful things 
happened in their lives. It was here their tenth and last 
child was born, and here, too, they had to part with their old
est, Alvin, who died from the effects, of an overdose of calomel 
administered by a careless or incompetent physician. To the 
mother, the almost unnecessary loss in this manner of a be
loved son was indeed an anguishing experience, especially as, 
like many other first-born sons, he seemed to have been pe
culiarly solicitous and tender in his love and care for his 
mother. To lose him was poignant grief indeed, but alas, 
Lucy lived to bury four other manly sons, as well as the be
loved husband of her youth! 

It was in Palmyra there occurred those peculiar events 
by which her third son, Joseph, came into public notice, as 
claiming to have "seen a vision and heard a voice" which con
veyed to him the convicti011 that he would be called to ac
complish a strange task, viz, that of bringing forth from its 
long hiding place a record which had been kept by the ancient 
inhabitants of this country, those inhabitants for whose ex-· 
istence here and whose high degree of civilization as disclosed· 
by archreological discoveries no historian has been able to ac
count. 

The story of the Book of Marmon; its discavery, engravell 
on thin sheets of gold hidden in the HillCumorah;. its trans
lation and publication; the organization of the church at Fay
ette, New York; in April, 1830; the scorn with which it was 
met, and the bitter persecution of its members which ensued; 
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LUCY l\.[A.CK $MITH 7 

the wanderings from New York to Ohio, to Missouri, to Illi
nois; the temporary prosperity and peace at Nauvoo; the re
vival of oppression there, culminating in the death of the lead
ers at· the hands of a masked mob, while those leaders were 
voluntary prisoners under the protection of the governor of 
Illinois and his militia-all this, is history, more or less accu
rately familiar to all of you, and concerning which this is not 
the place or occasion for me to recount. Events in history 
cannot always be truly seen until time shall have given per
spective, and in the excitement of false rumors· and falser 
charges, of high feeling which was as much (or more) politi
cal as it was religious, certain it is that much has been given 
to the world as history of those events which is highly colored 
by prejudice, ignorance, and misunderstanding. 

Lucy Mack Smith was closely identified with all these 
events, being one of the first to receive the confide~ces of her 
young son concerning his experiences, and yielding to him 
her entire credence and whole-souled support. 

Having thus but briefly touched upon some of the main 
points in the life story of this Mack descendant, there remains 
for me to speak, which I hope to do briefly, of the events which 
followed the tragedy at Carthage, Illinois. The church was 
plunged Into bewilderment-a period of darkness, doubt, and 
despair. . Various men arose claiming .the right to leadership, 
and the chttrch split into several factions. A large number 
accepted. the leadership of Brigham Young, who having held 
the position of president of the QuorUm of Twelve Apostles, 
easily persuaded them that he had the right to so lead. He 
immediately made plans to take. the people out into the West, 
where away from interference from local or national authori
ties he hoped to introduce certain doctrines which have since 
brought such dishonor upon the fail" name of the church. 
The painful .i ourneys by oxcart .or pushed by hand across the 
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8 JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

weary deserts. and boundless prairies between the Missouri 
River, then the western terminus of all railroads, and Great 
Salt Lake, the setting up of an autocracy in Utah, seldom 
equaled in power and extent, the introduction of practices and 
doctrines pernicious and abhorrent to the minds of all honest 
and pure-hearted people-these are well-known facts. Not all 
know, however, that it was eight years after the death of 

. Joseph Smith before Brigham Young brought out into the 
open his purported revelation sanctioning polygamy, the au
thority for which, with damnable cupidity and treachery, he 
sought to fasten upon Joseph Smith. 

Emma Hale Smith, widow of Joseph, as well as Lucy 
Mack Smith, his mother, never acknowledged the right of 
Brigham. Young to the presidency of the church, and stead
fastly refused to follow him to the wilds of the far West. 
What pressure was brought to bear upon Emma Smith, to in
duce her to go with her four young sons to Utah, and throw 
the weight of her influence with that faction, will never be 
known. Flattery, promises of ease, luxury, wealth, when 
found to be uriavailing, were followed by threats, persecu
tions, and humiliating espionage; but to her credit be it said, 
she firmly and steadfastly refused to. follow the false leaders. 
Her unwavering and uncompromising attitude throughout \vas 
a moral and spiritual triumph, the deep significance of which 
is apparent to those who are acquainted with later develop
ments, resulting in the reorganization of the church. 

Staying on at Nauvoo, struggling with the necessity for 
making a living for her young family, :raising her sons to 
honoraple manhood, instilling into their minds and characters 
a deep and abiding lQve for truth, purity, justice, and fail' 
play, and as deep and abiding a hatred for all shams, hypoc
risy, and evil domination, she nobly played her part, and her 
memory to-day is an unimpeachable witness for the purity of 
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LUCY MACK SMITH 9 

that message for which she was so cruelly widowed. In later 
years, Brigham Young bitterly denounced Emma Smith as 
having been the cause of "young Joseph," as her eldest son 
was called, having espoused so energetically the anti-polyg
amy cause, and using aU his powers of mind and persuasion 
in preaching and teaching against it. Commenting upon this 
charge, Joseph Smtih, the third, (son of Emma,) has said: 

Mother's influence may have had something to do with controlling 
my youth; but she did not trouble herself to teach me anything special 
in regard to that tenet [polygamy]. I knew what she had said at times 
to others, and that she was utterly opposed to it. I never questioned 
her upon the subject until near the close of her life. 

Standing by the side of his murdered father and uncle, 
seeing the anguish of his widowed mother (beneath whose 
heart was even then stirrJng another small son who was born 
five months later)., sensing, as completely as his less than 
twelve years would permit, the terrible loss which had come 
to him, and to the church, this "young Joseph" was filled with 
a deep-seated desire for revenge upon the men whom he be
lieved to be responsible for that tragedy. Gray-haired, years 
later, he confessed that it took him thirty years to purge his 
heart and soul of this unworthy and unchristianlike spirit, 
but-and how we honor him for it I-he did conquer, and was 
willing to leave vengeance where it belongs-with God! 

About the time he reached his maturity, my father passed 
through a severe illness, from which he recovered slowly. His 
mind dwelt with considerable seriousness upon his future, and 
he wondered if ever he would be called upon to identify him
self with the work of his father. He knew he would not so do 
unless he could have it made clear to him that it was the will 
of God. 

In the meantime, he made two great resolutions. One 
was that he would live in such a manner that no one, from his 
actions, could say that his father had been a bad man-in the 
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sense of "like father, like son," The other was that he would 
lose no opportunity to try to make the religion for which his 
father had lost his life, honorable in the sig'ht of men. 

When the movement to the West began, not all the mem
bers of the church were apostate. A laI'ge number, among 
'Yhom were men who held the priesthood, remained faithful 
to the original teachings, and as early as 1852 began to meet 
together, and to look forward with hope and trust to the com
ing of a divinely called and appointed leader, which, as they 
believed, would be of the seed of the dead president. They 
sent out earnest appeals to the discouraged members to hold 
fast, and to refrain from listening to the claims of ambitious 
men, and in such manner tried to weave the scattered frag
ments once more into the semblance of a confident and pur
poseful organization. 

In the spring of 1860, in obedience to an expressed de
sire on the part of these 10yaJ church members ana to a com
mand which he was convinced came to him from a higher 
source, my father took his place at the head of the Reorgan
ized Church, such reorganization having been made necessary 
because of the apostasy which had preceded it. Tie stated at 
the time: 

I would say to you, brethren, as I hope you may be, and in faith I 
trust you are, as a people that God has promised his blessings upon, I 
came not here of myself, but by the influence of the Spirit. For some 
time past I have received mani£estatiOllS pointing to the position which 
I am about to assume, 

I wish to say that I have com(; here not t{) be dictated by any men 
or set of men. I have come in obedience to a power not my own, and 
shall be dictated by the power that sent me. 

From that time forth he began to organize his forces, and 
to do all in his power to oppose polygamy and the false doc
trines .of the Utah Church. He Says: 

I have never seen the day since I arrived at the years of discre
tion, that 1 had the power if I ever had the wish to change the fact that 
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I am the son of Joseph Smith, the prophet of the latter days; nor has 
this fact been forgotten by others. If any work was his to do that 
should be continued, that I may not reasonably aspire to in righteous
ness, I have -yet to learn what that work is. 

We were left a heritage of shame-four boys [one now res,ts], to 
:bear a world's opprobrium; to receive the rude sneer as being the sons 
of the "Mormon prophet, Joe Smith"; to be accounted by former breth
ren and church members as outcasts because they followed not the beck 
of men, and because, at last, when listening to the voice which called 
them to bear a part in the restoration of the good name they valued, 
that ()f their father, they sought for it, not in the honors of this world, 
but, taking up the cross in the bearing of which their father perished, 

, they seek it by striving to call Israel back to the Lord it forsook! ... 
By means of a vision I learned what was my duty in regard to the 

sin in the West. Later, I was told by dream and vision that the people 
then trying to gather up the remnants were acknowledged of God, and 
fc>r me to cast my lot with them, and raise my voice in calling upon 

. Latter Day Saints to return to the law which they' had forsaken. . . . 
Religious toleration is one of the principles of our government, 

and so long as any denomination shall keep within the pale of the law, 
so long is it entitled t() the consideration and protection of the Govern
ment; but when these bonds are exceeded, the claim is forfeited, and so
ciety ought to ignore it, and the law proclaim against it .... 

In the name of bleeding Zion, I call upon all those who have been 
wandering in by and forbidden paths, and have been led astray by 
wicked and designing men, to' turn from their scenes of wickedness and 
sins of convenience, to turn from their servitude to Satan in alt his 
seductive devices; from vice in every phase, and from the labor of sin, 
the wages whereof are ever death, unto their true and delightsome al
legiance to the prinCiples of the gospel of peace, to the paths of wisdom, 
to the homage of that God that brought the children of Israel out of 
bondage, . .. and to lay' hold anew upon the rod of iron whieh surely 
leads to the tree ot life. . . . 

This was the tenor of the rallying cry which, sounded in 
1860, and through tifty.:.four long years of inoossant labor, not 
once did "young Joseph" falter in his efforts or swerve in his 
determination to redeem the name of his father and the church 
from the stigma which had been cast upon them by the evil 
designs and deeds of others. He felt himself particularly 
called to tight against the doctrine of polygamy. and to the 
very last days of his life his voice was ~eard in protest against 
the wicked heresy. 

I 
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He examined every claim made that his father was the 
originator of the doctrine; bought books and treatises which 
claimed to give the truth about it, and in every way tried to 
discover the facts, but was never able to connect his father 
with it in any way whatsoever. "But," he would say, "that 
is neither here nor there. If he did it, it was wrong. Whoever 
did it, it was wrong, and evil and abominable in the sight of 
God and contrary to his will." And that, surely, was a posi
tion which was impregnable. Not one of the several women 
who, under Utah domination, swore to having been wives of 
Joseph Smith, the Prophet, ever produced any child she, 
claimed to be his offspring, and that is significant in the light 
of the facts that Emma Smith, his real wife, bore children 
regularly, and that he himself was in the prime and vigor of 
his manhood, being not yet thirty-nine at the time of his death. 
FUl'thermore, when questioned about the matter at the close 
of her life, Emma Emith steadfastly denied having any knowl
edge whatever of her husband having had anything to do with, 
or giving any sanction to, the pernicious doctrine of polygamy. 

As one has written: "Young Joseph submitted his cause 
to the arbitrament of time, and right well has time vindicated 
the wisdom of the position occupied by the organization with 
which he was connected. While other factions have gone down 
under their own weight, or have had to change their policy in 
order to save themselves from merited retribution [as the 
Utah Church had to do in 1890, owing to pressure brought to 
bear upon it from the Government, the initial steps of which 
had been brought about by the leaders of the Reorganization], 
the latter has moved steadily forward. While progress has 
been slow, much slower than some had hoped or believed would 
be, yet the church occupied safe ground and can yet maintain 
the ground upon which it rested." 

About two years before his tragic death in 1844, Joseph 
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Smith (son of Lucy), at the request of John Wentworth, edi
tor and proprietor of the Chicago Dernocrat, wrote a sketch of 
the rise and progress of the church, which sketch was pub
lished in that paper. It closed with a plain and comprehen-

. sive epitome of the faith and doctrine of the Latter Day Saints 
Church, which was as follows: 

\\' e beliey(~ in God, the Eternal Father, and in his Son, Jesus 
Christ, and in the Holy Ghost. 

We believe that men will be punished for their own sins, and not 
for Adam's transgression. 

We believe that through the atonement of Christ all mankind may 
be saved; l)y obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel. 

'We believe that these ordinances are, 1st, Faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ; 2d, H.epentance; 3d, Baptism by immel"sion for the l'emission of 
sins; 4th, Laying on of hands for the gift o·f the Holy Ghost. 

IN e believe that a man must be called of God by prophecy and by 
laying on of hands by those in authority to preach the gospel and ad
minister the ordinances thereof. 

We believe in the same. organization that existed in the primitive 
church, viz, apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists, etc. 

We believe in the gift of tcmgues, prophecy, revelation, visions, 
healing, interpretation of tongues, etc. 

We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated 
correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God. 

We believe all that God has revealed, all that he does now reveal, 
and we believe that he will yet reveal many great and important things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

We bel.ieve in the literal gathering of Israel, and in the restora
tion of the Ten Tribes. That Zion 'will be built upon this continent. 
That Christ will. reign personally upon the earth, and that the earth 
will be renewed and receive its paradisaic glory. 

We claim the privilege of 'worshiping Almighty God according to 
the dictates of our conscience, and allow all men the same privilege, 
let them worship how, where, or what they may. 

'\IVe believe in being- subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magis
trates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law. 

We believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and 
in doing good to all men; indeed, we may say that we follow the ad
monition of Paul, "we believe all things, we hope aU things," we have 
endured many things arid hope to be able to endure all things. If there 
is anything virtuous, lovely, or of good report or praiseworthy, we seek 
after these things. 
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The Reorganization early reaffirmed the above . points, 
and, because of later issues, added: 

We believe that marriage is ordainqd of God; that the law of God 
provides for but one companion in wedlock, for either man or woman, 
except in case of death or where the contract of marl.'iage is broken by 
transgression. 

We believe that the doctrines of plurality and a community of 
wives are heresies, and are opposed to the law of God. The Book of 
Moi'mon says: "Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and hearken to the 
word of the Loid: For there shaH not any man among you have save 

. it be one wife, and concubines he shall have none, for I, the LOTd God, 
delighteth in the chastity of women. And whoredoms are an abomina
tion before me, saith the Lord of hosts."-J acob 2: 36, 37. 

Several times the claims of the two rival churches, the 
Utah and the Reorganization, have been tested in the courts 
of the land, one of the principal contests being over title to the 
Temple built at Kirtland, Ohio. This case came before the 

. court of Common Pleas, Lake County, Ohio, in 1880, Honorable 
L. S. SheTman being the judge. His decision, as has been in 
the other cases, was that the Reorganized Church is founded 
upon the same doctrines and tenets as the original one founded 
in 1830 by Joseph Smith, and that the Utah Church has ma
terially and largely departed fTom the faith, doctrines, laws, 
ordinances, and usages of said church. 

My father lived simply and democratically, never wish
ing to have or to enjoy emolument or luxury above his fellow 
laborers in the chmch. In contrast to the ease and wealth 
which the presidents of the Utah ChUTCh have acquired, he 
lived and died in very humble circumstances, owning but a 
small frame house, and l'eceiving from the church a living al
lowance, exactly on an equality with that received by other 
ministers and missionaries of the church. Strongly opposed 
to intemperance, he was always actively lined up against it, 
and in every town in which he and his followers had the pre
ponderance of power, liquor and the saloon were banished. 
He was for seven years justice of the peace and member of 
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the school board in Hancock County, Illinois, resigning these 
positions when he moved to Plilllo, Illinois, to talce up mOl'e 
active church work. For over fifty years he was editOr of the 
Saints' HCTald, and other publications issued by the church. 
He traveled extensively in the United States and Canada, and 
also visited Great Britain and the Hawaiian Islands. 

For the last ten or more years of his life, his labors as 
head of a steadily growing organization were shared by his 
eldest son, Frederick Madison Smith, who since his father's 
death in 1914 has. been President, and upon whom have de
volved and are devolving many selious problems connected 
with the economic and social adjustments within and without 
the church. It does not need a vivid imagination for one to 
sense, in some measure, what such a position and such a task 
must mean as a matter of duty to any young man, especially 
when, as in this case, natural tastes and inclinations might 
strongly urge a life devoted to science or letters. It is a mat
ter for gratification, however, that the blood which was shed 
at Carthage for adherence to inner comictiolls, and dominated 
the'soll in 1860 when espousing a derided and besmirched 
cause, should ill the third generation ring true to the call of 
spiritual duty, and we find Frederick M. Smith at .the front, 
leading his people with innate strength and decision, ineeting 
age-old problems with modern methods, and definitely build
ing, towards a triumphant CUlmination, the fabric and struc
ture of this latter-day achievement. 

It is also a mattel' for gratification to those to whorn the 
good name of our family is precious, that of the nearly one 
hundred and fifty blood descendants of Joseph and Emma Hale 
Smith, not one is, or ever has been, connected with the apos
tate church in Utah, or could look 'ivith tolerance upon the 
wrongdoing thereof. 

In his last illness, which lasted two weeks-blessed weeks 
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for those who were permitted to be near and to hear the words 
of precious wisdom and gentle counsel which \yould fall from 
his lips~it was indicative of where the man's life work had 
lain, that my father's mind would constantly revert to the sub
ject of polygamy and kindred evil doctrines of the apostate. 
church. He would review, in memory, some of ihe battles and 
struggles he had experienced in his efforts to combat these 
evil teachings, and to clear his father's name and work. and 
expressed anew his indignation that even then, some of the 
leaders in Utah were living in the city of Salt Lake with nu
merous wives, and could do so without hindrance from the 
Government, or people who were supposed to love righteous
ness ~nd chastity. 

Feeling as he did thus about polygamy, and knowing hlS 

life-long opposition to it, can you imagine my feelings recently 
when I had the opportunity of examining a large, two-volume 
work on genealogy, called Five Colonial Families, and in it 
found statements which might be construed into an appear
ance of polygamy on his part? Since one of these five colonial 
families \vas your own, OU1' own, Mack family, a large part of 
the work consisted in tracing our family branches, and con
siderable prominence was given to the history of Joseph Smith, 
the Book of Mormon, the rise of the church, etc., all more or 
less accurately gleaned from encyclopedias and various 
sources. In the section devoted to my father, data concerning 
his first wife, her birth, marriage, and death were all prop
<::rly recorded. Then followed data concerning my. mother, 
and her marriage to my father. But no mention is made of 
the death of my mother, although the article ~oes rig'ht on to 
record his subsequent maniage to Ada Clark. The tragedy of 
such an omission, going out in a work of that sort, read by 
hundreds of people who would give credence to the figures and 
data contained therein! I have wondered how it could have 
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happened! Whoever furnished Treman and Poole, the authors 
of that work, with the date of my father's marriage to the 
good woman, Ada Rachel Clark, who ministered to him in his 
declining years, and who bore to him three manly sons, could 
not but 'have known the fact and date of my mother's death, 
fifteen months prior to that last marriage! Was it accidental? 
If so, consider the pity of such an error! Let us hope there 
was no malice or ulterior intent in that omission! 

I trust I have not wearied you. There is so much that 
might be said of t,he heritage many of "Lucy Mack"s descend
ants have received-a heritage that deals not with "lands, or 
gold, or laurel wreaths," but stronger than these, binds upon 
them the necessity and the obligation to live nobly in order 
that these, their beloved who passed before them, shall be 
honored. 

Not the heritage of some great sage, 
Whose name men love to tell; 

Ours to spread with grace, 'mid the human race, 
What our fathers loved so well. 

\Vhere the weak shall need, we have voice to plead, 
To point to ho'pe, when skies bend low; 

Where is sad distress, reach a hand to bless, 
With ever a song, as we forward go!" 

In such spirit did Joseph Smith, third generation from 
Lucy Mack, live, and in such spirit was his soul freed from its. 
earthly tenement. His dying testimony was that he knew that. 
Jesus was the Christ, and the only power by which men could. 
be saved. Looking back over a life of eighty-two long years, 
and forward, with eyes already illumined by eternity's day, 
he was able to say~and is not the memory of such words in,.. 
deed a priceless heritage: . , 

"I have fought the fight. I have kept the faith. I have" 
never owned a dishonest dollar in my life. I have never know
ingly wronged man, woman, or child. And I haven't an enemy 
in the world that I know of, unless it be one, and I suppose he, 
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would be termed an enemy!" (He referred to the leader of 
the Utah Church.) After a pause, and with earnest emphasis, 
he added: "And, deep down in his heart, he knows I have becn 
right in this controversy, all along /" 

With the individual members of the Utah Church \ve 
have no desire to quarrel. The present generation is not re
sponsible for what was done seventy years ago. Vie are as
sured there are many splendid people out there, men and 
women, fathers and mothers, trying to bring up their children 
in righteousness and honor. 

It is for none of us to judge. As Christian men and 
women, it is left for us to-

. . . learn the art, 
. In meekness to reprove; 

To hate the sin with all our hearts, 
And yet the sinner love! 

I thank you for your patience and splendid attention this 
warm evening. My husband and myself appreciate. very 
deeply the kindliness and sincerity of our reception at this 
gathering, coming as we did as strangers to you. We hope 
we may always retain and merit your friendship and regard, 
and trust the message we have.brought has proved of interest 
to you. 
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AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

(Continued from volume 15, page 429.) 

About the middle of November, 1878, Mr. George W. Fay
ette (the man who was told to sit down during the last debate) 
and I arranged for a debate on ten propositions, I to affirm 
the doctrine of Christ, and nearly everything in connection 
with our faith, and he to HillI'm the faith of the Baptist 
Church. But when the time for discussion came, Mr. Fayette 
did not come, hence no discussion. I was informed that Mr. 
Bullock warned him not to do so, Whether that is true or not 
I do not know. 

Not writing from memory, and to be sure to be correct, 
I quote from editorial in Herald, written at -that time. 

Brother .1. .J. Cornish wrote ["'om London, Ontul'io, that during h1~ 
last trip into Michigan he baptized thirty-two, making eighty-five since 
1ai3t July. At one place a minister lectured two and a half hours against 
our doctrine, sum)osing that Brother .Cornish had returned to Canada: 
but he was .present, taking notes, and afterwards challenged the minis
ter, but he would not meet in debate. Brother COl'nish lectureu the next 
night to a full house of people, ·and to their satisfaction, as they ex
pressed by vote.-Sa:ints' Herald, vol. 26, p. 27. 

During that year I traveled over one thousand miles on 
foot, and baptized ninety persons, administering otherwise as 
circumstances permitted and needs of the church demanded . 

. During the time I was preaching in the union church, be
fore I had baptized any, and while the ministers of other 
faiths were preaching against us, and not a Saint in that 
part of the country, I was lonesome, and felt almost home
sick to see the face of a Saint, but as there was good interest 
and some people seemed anxious to hear the gospel, I kept it 
up for a few evenings more until I felt as though I could not 
stand it any longer. I must see some of the Saints. So I 
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arranged to layoff one Wednesday night, leaving an appoint
ment for Thursday evening. I ·made known my intentions 
to some whom I had become intimate with and they said that 
I should not attempt to walk so far, and Mr. Ed. Grice said, 
"Don't you try to walk so far. I will let you have my horse 
and saddle." I accepted his kind offer and in the morning I 
started off for Lexington, near which place lived Brother and 
Sister Peter Surbrook, also Brethren and Sisters Squires and 
Williams. 

Oh, I felt so glad that morning to think I would soon see 
. some of my brothers and sisters. I had felt so lonely. For 
three or four days before starting I w.ould have been glad if I 
could only have seen a Latter Day Saint's dog, or an old 
wagon or most anything belonging to a Latter Day Saint. 

I started and reached Brother Surbrook's home about 
dinnertime. Just before I came up to the gate, I saw the sister 
going into the house and the brother working in the field 
with his team. (He was fanning.) As soon as I saw them 
my heart seemed to leap for joy, and before I could get up to 
speak to them, that terrible feeling left me. It was terrible! 
I was almost sick, but it all left me as soon as I saw them. 
I could have returned then and gone on with my preaching. 

We visited, and rejoiced together as only Saints can. I 
visited the other two families, Squires and Williams, and as I 
was young, and had had but little experience in· the work, they 
talked to me so nice, and advised me along the lines of gospel 
work, and all gave me encouragement, so much so that I went 
back the next day to fill my appointment, and continue the 
work. It was then that I learned more fully that live Saints . 
were indeed a help to the ministry, in giving comfort and 
cheer; and while they were away, laboring in new fields, 
those dear brethren were offering up their prayers to God 
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for them, and thus we are all workers together with God for 
the upbuilding of his work on earth. 

On returning to the place where I was preaching, back 
to Forester, and before I had reached the place, I met a gen
tleman whom I had seen a few times at meeting, and he ex
pressed himself as being surprised to see me, and on inquiring 
why the surprise, he said, "Well, I lnight as well tell you, as 
you will hear of it anyway. I heard you had stolen a horse, 
and that you had been caught and was no doubt in jail in Port 
Huron by this time." I told him that it \vas not true, and 
explained that I wanted to visit some of the Saints, and that 
Mr. Grice had urged upon me to take his horse and that I wa,; 
on my way back to nIl my appointment. By the, time I had 
got around for meeting, I had met several who had expressed 
themselves thus, "Hello, I heard you were in jail" ; and "vVhy, 
how did you get out?" "Out where 1" I inquired. "Why, out of 
jail," said one, etc. Well, so many believed it, because of its 
coming from those \\Tho claimed to be Christians, that there 
were only twelve or fifteen people out to meeting that night. 
1 was informGd that one of the ministers had said that there 
was no use to go to the meeting, for Cornish is landed in jail 
for stealing a horse. 

But thG following evening we had the usual crowd out to 
hear us, and things moved on nicely, as before. 

At another time Mr. Lorenzo Rushton said he wished 
me to give out an appointment in Forester, and preach a few 
sermons there. Mr. Rushton seemed anxious. I told him all 
right, and for him to give it out, and I would drop off in and 
around that vicinity for a few days. . It was agreed, and the 
time·set. In the evening I started towards Forester so as to be 
on time for the meeting, and on the way I met him and said, 
"Are you not going to the meeting to~night?" He said, "There 
was none given out, for I was talking to some people \vho 
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declared you were a Mormon, and you would have them all off 
to Salt Lake inside of six months, so I did not give out an 
appointment." So, no meeting that night. 

However, in time we occupied at Forester and on the first 
evening, Mrs. Andrew Barr, while waiting for Mr. Barr to 
get the team out, met the Methodist Episcopal elder, who said, 
"What, what, what's going on here?" Mrs. Barr said, "Why, 
didn't you know that Elder. Cornish has an appointment out, 
and will preach to-night." "Oh," said the elder, "a Mormon 
preacher." Mrs. Barr made some remarks in favor of the 
work, etc. Then the elder jumped up and down and said, 
"Mormon woman; Mormon woman; you are deceived," and in 
reply to that and other things he said, Mrs. Barr said, "Och; 
we shot a dog last summer for doing the same trick you are 
doing now." The elder. wanted to know what that was, and 
she replied, "For barking at the strangers who passed by." 
Mr. and Mrs. Barr came into the church in after days; honest 
Scotch people. 

The Brother Rushton before mentioned also came into the 
church, and on his farm, through which a creek ran, we bap
tized nearly all who came into the church at that time. 
Preaching was on the green every Sunday morning and bap
tizing on Wednesday at the same place. 

We announced at the close of the meeting that I would 
be there each Wednesday at about two o'clock for those who 
did not wish to be b~ptized on Sunday before such large 
gatherings. 

Also preaching and baptism following on Sunday for 
those who were ready, and every week some were baptized. 

That fall (1878) while in the city of London, one of our· 
sisters, the French Catholic before mentioned who was called 
to assist a lady in the city (whose husband was sick and who 
had been in bed for months ~t a time), began to tell them 
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about the gospel, of God's power to heal, and called me to visit 
them. 

On about my second visit I convel'sed freely upon the gos
pel restored by an angel to Joseph Smith, etc. I endeavored 
to prove to him and his lady who sat with me by his bedside, 
that God was unchangeable, and that his gospel was again on 
earth with all its powers-that the gifts of healing, etc., as 
anciently taught were in the church again, and J told him of 
many cases of healing which had cQme under my notice, and 
added, "If you could only exercise unshaken faith in God, in 
his mighty power to heal and save, and call for the elders of 
the Latter Day Saint Church to administel' to you in the 
name of Jesus Christ that you may be healed, God can, and I . 
believe he win heal your body," or words to that effect. 

On having the faith explained to him, first by a sister-a 
washerwoman-then by me, he told me he did believe, and 
asked me to administer to him.. I told him I would, and the 
following Saturday evening I called upon Brother George 
:'Ylottashed, a brother who had lately been baptized and or
dained an elder, and we went, and I gave him an introduction 
tolVlr. Lampkin. We had a good conversation together, and 
all agreed that in the morning ,ve would come together fasting 
and praying that God would heal him. In the morning 
Brother Mottashed and I met at the gate promptly on time. 
Vile rang the bell; it was aus\vered very promptly by Mrs. 
Lampkin, and we chatted only a few minutes, and only upon 
the one object in view, viz, that Mr. Lampkin should be healed. 
We each prayed separately, then anointed the afflicted limb 
with oil, also poured a little upon his head, laid our hands 
upon him, and prayed Almighty God to heal tho afflicted man, 
and we all felt the power of God's Spirit. There ,vas indeed 
power in that room -power that caused the tears to freely 
flow, and the lady even sobbed aloud. Elder Mottashed and I 
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left, and went to the church for Sunday school at about nine 
o'clock; after that preached, went home for dinner, then after

noon prayer meeting, home again for tea, then back for eve
ning preaching .scrvice, after which W(;l returned with a few of 

the Saints to Mr. Lampkin's home, and found him dressed and 
sitting in a chair, and he was feeling e.xccllent. We chatted 
very freely, sang and prayed, and left late in the evening for 
our homes. Some yeats later on receiving word that my 

affidavit was required to some cases of healing, and other 
names as witnesses, by Brother 1. N. White, who was about 
to enter into a debate with Clark Braden, J wrote to R. C. 
Evans, of London, telling him that I did not know the ad
dress of Brother Mottashcd and requested him to hand the 
inclosed slip to him wherein I asked for his r:Ylottashed's) 
testimony in the case of the healing of Mr. Lampkin, and 
in due course of ri1ail I received the following: 

LONDON, ONTARIO, December 5, 1894. 
Dear Brother: I received a communication through R. C. Evans 

that you wanted me to send you a testimony of the administration to 
Mr. Lampkin, and I thought it better to get his own and send it to you 
(which I now inclose to you), because he is not a member of the Latter 
Day Saints' Church, and your opponent cannot say he 1.8 one of the lYlOl'
mon crew. I may add that his leg is sound and well this day, and it is 
sixteen years ago since that we administered to him. 

GEORGE MOT'l'ASHED. 

Following is the one from Mr. Lampkin himself: 

LONDON, ONTARIO, No. 311 Queen's Avenue, December 3, 1894 .. 
To all whom it 'may concern: This is to certify that I, Russel 

Lampkin, was administered to in May, the year of our Lord 1878; I be
ing anointed, hands laid on, and prayc.r made for my recovery, by Elders 
John Cornish and Mr. Mottashed of the Latter Day Saints' Church, in 
London, Ontario, I having a bad limb caused from a cut some twenty 
years previous to the administering, I being speedily restored after the 
administl'ation. To God be "111 the praise. 

Signed, RUSSEL LAMPKIN. 

Mrs. Lampkin. his wife, also signs the same paper and 

adds: 
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I might just add, we are not in connection with the Latter Day 
Saints, nor never was. Signed,R. & D. LAMPKIN. 

I still hold their letters. 
There are some other cases of healing besides the one here 

mentioned which I will later record, in the years in which· . 
they occurred, together with the name and seal of the notary 
who administered the oaths to me. 

This year (1878) was also a busy year. I did not labor 
all of the time in the ministry because of the needs of my 
family. The Saints in London assisted in paying our rent, and 
otherwise. Also, from Bishop 1. L. Rogers I received twenty 
dollars to help us. This was the first money I received from 
the church, which helped us, so we were not in debt. In 1879 I 
was again appointed bjr the General Conference, as were sev
eral others (self-sustaining) to labor in Canada and Michi
gan, as circumstances would permit. 

The rent in London came to more than the br~thren felt 
able to meet, together with their own needs and wants, as well 
as the necessary branch expenses. We were requested by my 
brother-in-law, J. J. Haryey, to let our furniture go, and he 
would keep Sister Cornish and the little one for a few months, 
free of charge, while I would be preaching the gospel. This 
was done for a few months. Then, as now, we had several 
ministers in Canada, so that the work could be· carried on all 
right; the demand for preaching in Michigan being so great, 
and but few being able to do much preaching, and the urgent 
call of those young Saints that I had baptized for me to move 
over there and administer the g'ospel to them and their neigh
bors, we arranged to go. I knew that there were not many of 
them able to do much more than to care for their own fam
ilies, but I knew that there was plenty of work, and that when 
we got behind, I could ,vork there as well as in Canada. So 
we'moved to Richmondville, Sanilac County. My aim and ob
ject were to spend all the time I could in the ministry. 
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I went to Bridgehampton, where I left off the year before, 
and baptized eight more, some of whom were nearly persuaded 
when I left. I also opened up the work in Richmondville, 
where I had settled my family, and confirmed some who had 
been baptized by the priests who were ordained in the three 
branches before mentioned. It was not long until I had bap~ 
tized three in Richmondville. Brother Robed Davis was also 
preaching and bapti:dng. Some whom he baptized "were the 
fruits of my labors, as stated by him in a letter in Saints' HM'
ald at the time: 

I baptized .eighteen during the last six weeks, and a number more 
are ready for baptism. Some of the parties baptized are the fruits of the 
kbor of Brother Cornish. I wish vve had a few more eldcTS like him 
in'the ficld.-Sa'/nts' He?·(tld, vol. 26, p. 251. 

During this year I administered to Brother Ballard, who 
had been troubled with erysipelas for seven years. He told me 
that he had spent the value of his forty acres on doctors, but 
received no benefit, and was getting worse all the time, espe~ 
cially in hot weather. He was a strong man otherwise. 

After the administration he felt better, and proved to be 
entirely healed. A few days after the administration he had to 
cradle wheat with another man, who said he put him thl'ough 
hard to see if overheating would not bring it on again; but it 
did not. The brother was a happy man, gave the people to 
understand that there was a God, and that Christ said, "He 
that believeth and is baptized shaH be saved, and these signs 
shall follow them that believe." "I have done it and I know," 
said he; Hnd further: "By obedience to that gospel, and re
ceiving the blessings that follow, I prove that the gospel which 
was preached by Christ and the apostles, as restored by an 
angel. in these last days, is true, and by faithfulness thereto, 
my salvation is sure." Brother Ballard belonged to anothex 
church for years, but nothing of the kind was. ever received 
by him before. 
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In September of 1879 Brother Robert Davis and I thought 
we had better have a district organized in Michigan, and so 
sent a notice to be published il! the Herald. The notice ap
peared, but Brother Joseph had an editorial in the Herald, 
saying that he thought this was out of order. Later we learned 
that Michigan and Northern Indiana were already organized 
into a district, hence we could not so organize. 

I opened up two or three new places during the year, 
preaching from one to three discourses each Sunday, and 
sometimes during the week, and baptized twenty-eight people. 

On starting out with the year 1880 in Richmondville, a 
I 

Catholic, James Mohan, challenged me to discuss the differ-
ence between the two churclies. I quote what was written 
at the time: 

On February 21 I held a debate with a Roman Catholic on two 
propositions, as follows: 1st. Resolved, That the Roman Catholic Church 
is the Church of Christ. Affirmed by ,James Mohan; denied by John J. 
Coniish. 2d. Resolved, That the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints is the Church of Christ. Affirmed by J. J. Cornish; 
denied by James J.I;'Iohan. The Douay Bible to be the only standard of 
evidence, and each to have two twenty~minute speeches on each proposi
tion. It was agreed that no decision should be given, as Mr. Mohan said 
that there were more Protestants than Catholics present.-8(tints' He1"
aid, vol. 27, p. 108. 

Mr. Mohan had been educated for a Catholic priest, but 
for some reason, best known to himself, he never served as 
such. He brought up some scripture to prove his church to 
be the church of Christ. That it was the first church and 
would be the last church, and that it was the only true church 
of Christ. For proof Mr. Mohan took the saying of the Sav
ior: "And I say to thee: That thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my· church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it." -Matthew 16: 18. 

This was the best proof he had, yet it did not prove to be 
what he wanted .. From that time he declared the church had 
stood, and any attempt at reforming was a failure. 
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But from the Douay Version I read: "And from the days 
of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven suffer
eth violence, and the violent bear it away."-Matthew 11: 12. 
Mr. Mohan then said that there must be a contradiction. I 
assured him that both passages were correct: both were given 
by the Savior. It did suffer; they killed John the Baptist; the 
kingdom suffered. They killed Jesus; it suffered· violence. 
They killed the apostles and ancient saints, until "the violent 
bear it away." And Jesus' statement to Peter is also true: 
"and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." He went 
down to hell, and preached to the captive spirits there. All 

• hell could not stop him ! Your own creed, both Catholic,· and 
many of the older and popular' disciplines of the Protestant 
churches, say so. 

Then Mr. Mohan thought he had me. Said he: "If it was 
lost, yours could not be the church of Christ." But I read 
from the Catholic Bible: "And I saw' another angel flying 
through the midst 'of heaven, having the eternal gospel to 
preach to them that sit upon the earth, and over every nation, 
and tribe, and tongue, and people."-Apocalypse 14: 6. 

POOl' Mohan could not answer! 

The church of Christ will not be found by a succession, 
nor reformation, but by a restoration. And when it is re
stored, it will be like it was in Christ's and the apostles' day, 
both in respect to doctrine and organization. 

When we were discussing the second proposition, Mr. 
'Mohan never referI'ed to one passage of scripture to disprove 
my claims. To deny, or say, "I do not believe it," is not proof. 
He tried, however, to make a little fun about the gold plates; 
Joseph never got the plates, etc; but a few minutes after he 
said: "Joe Smith sold the gold plates for a 'grist mill" (!) (An 
acknowledgment of his having had them.) And to fill up his 
time (forty minutes) he exhorted the people to beware of 
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those Mormons, because they came too late in the season. 
Three days after the little debate, I baptized three more into 
the church. 

But "Paddy" Wallace, at the close of the discussion, to 
help ..i\i[r. Mohan out a little, jumped up in the middle of the 
room and, Sl)eaking loudly. said: "Well. the Bible is like an 
oid fiddle, anyway. You can play any tune you like out of it." 

This would not have been said had Mr. Mohan gained the 
victory. It was their o,vn Bible! But it proved that there 

. ,vould be a falling away and a restoration. 

Dllring the years 1880 and 1881, Brothel' Willard J. Smith 
assi::;ted me at times when I was in the mini"try, and one 
tIme we had a little debate near Jeddo, Michigan, lasting two 
or three hours, after which there was much talk among the 
people in little groups, some defending us and others oppos
ing, Brother Smith in one corner of the house and. I in another. 

By and by some one grabbed me by the shoulder, jerking 
me back, and looking around I saw it was W. J. Smith. His 
face was flushed. Said he, at the same time pulling me along: 
"Come on !Lct 'em go to hell if they want to; they won't be
lieve it anyway. Come on!" 

It indeed was a trying time. We had Imt up with much 
slander and abuse, and yet we made friends to the cause, and 
gathered some into the church nearly everywhere we went. 

Willard promised to help me all he could by opelling meet
ings, singing, praying, etc., being a priest then, and I assisted 
him all I could, in hope of him soon putting 1n a sermon now 
and then. But he seemed to be afraid to speak or attempt to 
pl'each in my presence. I had baptized him. 

At last said he: "The next new place we go into, I will try 
if I can to speak first. We agreed, but he could not muster up 
the courage, until we 'vent up into Huron County at Canboro. 
In making the attempt, the Lord blessed him and he delivered 
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a splendid twenty~five~minute discourse, and from that on he 
took his place as one among several others whom we had bap~ 
tized, who moved along until we had several new ministers, 
and we (the church) were growing, spiritually and mlmeri
cally. 

At the semiannual session of the General Conference at 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, September 12-19, 1880, it was resolved 
that "no member of this, or of any quorum other than that of 
the Twelve and Seventy, should be sent out as missionaries 
under General Conference appointment, until all members of 
these two quorums shall have been sent, or shall have been ex
cused for cause by proper authority, or shall have positively 
declined to go"; and as soon as they were all sustained, if 
there were means to sustain others, they would be sent. 

This move seemed to be in harmony "rith the law. The 
Quorum of Twelve was not then full, and those who were 
members of that quorum were not all spending their· entire 
time in the ministry, so I knew that it would be some time be
fore the Twelve and Seventy would all be fully sustained, be
cause the means coming in at that time would not sustain one 
half of them. 

In October of this year, 1880, W. J. Smith and I went to 
Tuscola County, where we held some fine meetings. On our 
return home, a distance of fifty-three miles, we were anxious 
to reach there by night, as Brother Smith wanted to start for 
the lumber woods, and I to attend a two-day meeting to be 
held at Guilford, Tuscola County. We started before daylight, 
hoping that we might get a ride now and then and thus reach 
home by dark. After going about eight miles we saw a man 
with a little lumber on his wagon, and as the horses were 
headed the way we were going, we hastened on in hope of a 
ride. On inquiring we were told, "No." He drove on two or 
three miles, stopped to talk to some' one on the way, and we 
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passed him. After two miles he passed us again. When we 
reached the village of Tyre, we ate dinner at the same table 
at which he sat. We started on, and in about half an hour he 
passed us again; we got no ride. 

We reached my place by about dark that night; fifty
three miles. Oh, we were so tired! \Vhen I went up in that 
part of the country iIrst there was no railroad; a few years 
later they started a nalTOW gauge i years later it \vas made 
into a broad gauge. The ministers all ride now. 

·While preaching in the Scotch-Miller settlement on the 
signs of the times, in the midst of the disc.ourse the Spirit of 
the Master directed me to say that while people were saying 
that it would be impossible to have another such a fire as they 
had in 1871, there ,vill be another fire in :Michigan. more de
structive to life and property than they had ever witnessed. 
Many talked to me about that prediction. In answer I said,· 
"It does not seem possible; as so much was burned up in 1871, 
there is nc;t nearly so much to burn. But," said I, "I was not 
thinking about that fire at all, until the Spirit rested upon me, 
and under its influence I said what came to me to say, and I 
verily believe it y,rill be as I have said." During this year, I 
preached in Bridgehampton, over Black RiYer, Lakepmt, 
,r eddo, ann in the different parts whcl'e I first labored; also in 
Canada, London. U sbome, Saint Marys, and did aU I could 
in the church. 

About this time I began to look after our financial affairs, 
as we were in lleed of food and clothing for the coming win
ter. The little I earned here and there, wherever I ,vas labor
ing in the ministry, did ·not meet the demands for the winter. 

A Brother Diem and I arranged and purchased a saw
mill, he to run the engine and I the saw, thus taking off the 
higher ,vages, Brother Peter Provost loaning me three hUll
dred dollars for that purpose. In this way we thought to 
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make well, while the mill was running; then, when the mill 
was not running, I could be in the ministry, self-supporting. 
We got everything running in good shape and cut out what 
logs we had in the yards. Then he returned to his farm, and 
I to the ministry. 

In opening up the work in Lakeport, Michigan, I learned 
that we vv;ere to be mobbed the first evening. When thc time 
carne for meeting, there was not a very large gathering, but 
those who came seemed to be orderly: and listened attentively. 
After speaking abontfifteen minutes, about eight young men 
came in and sat dO\vn on the front seats. To myself I said, 
That is the mob. 'But I felt calm and the good Spirit was 
with mc, and words came, so it seemed to me it was being 
made plain to them. After a minutes I saw the tears 
standing in the eyes of one of them. We had no intclTuption, 
and at the close that gentleman, who seemed to enjoy all I 
said, walked up to me and said, "Well, elder, you saw a few 
of us come in late?" 

I replied that I did. 

"'VeIl," said he. "we heard that you were a Mo'rmon, and 
we had made anang-ements to let you get started, then we 
would all come in together, and sit down and listen, and the 
first thing that you said that we thought was out of place, I 
was to give the signal, and we would have you out in tv,co min
utes. But you told the God's truth, and the first man that at
tempts to do you any bodily harm will feel the force of my fist. 
That man that harms you will ,?,calk over my dead body first!" 

I got along all right there, and some were baptized, and 
in time that ,same man, who seemed to be the leader of that 
gang, was baptized; also his wife (Brother and Sister Gam
ble) al1d others. 

In 1881 I did not do so much preaching as in some pre
vious years, but endeavored to preach in some locality every 
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Sunday, baptizing and blessing their children, as well as ad
ministering to their sick, and desiring the blessing of God 
upon all. 

During this year Sister William Burch (in whose house 
I preached my first sermon) came from London to be admin
istered to for a tumor that was growing under the heart. She 
told Sister Cornish and me that the doctors in London told 
her that it was so close to her heart that it would be sure death 
to operate, and that it could not be cured. It was death to 
operate, and death not to operate. We had a prayer meeting 
that evening, and when nearly through with our meeting we 
administered to her according to the gospel plan. That night 
and the follo\ving day it all passed from her, and she returned 
from Michigan to London, Ontario, a well woman, and now 
(at this writing) lives near Kansas City. Oh, the wonderful 
blessings God has bestowed upon his people since we have 
obeyed the everlasting gospel are marvelous indeed! Thus we 
know he lives, and that he has given to us the gospel as it was 
in former ages. 

Along in September some of the neighbors who were in 
need of some lumber for immediate use, got some logs into the 
mill,and we cut them into lumber, making a few dollars to' 
meet the present needs, expecting to have a big run for the: 
winter and following spring. 

While filling a call for more preaching at a place caned 
Lakeport; in Saint Clair County-this is the place where the;' 
captain of the mob turned around in my favor, and said, "That 
man that harms you will walk over my dead body first" -he' 
was present. We got along fine. I had also a little business to 
transact in Port Huron; Brother Lyman Whitford, Jiving near 
Lakeport, who was also getting interested in the preaching; 
accompanied me to Port Huron, and on returning to Lake
port, Lyman said, "You need not walk back; I will take you. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

up with the horse and buggy." In the morning I baptized two 
persons and connrmcd them. 

Wo then started for Richmondville. It being very smoky, 
Brother Whitford said, "I'm afraid there is a big-nre up the 
shore the last few days. It looks like it did ten years ago 
when we had that terrible nre." We traveled on. By and by 
we met some one who lived twenty miles farther n9rth, who 
said that the whole country north of us was on nre-all Sani
lac and Huron Counties. Houses and barns, people and stock, 
etc., were burned here and there all over that country. 

Soon we began to see the destruction the fi:l.'e had made. 
The next word was, "Richmondville is in ashes, and many 
lives are lost." Oh, my feelings; I cannot describe them. My 
loving wife and three dear little children were there and I 
away from home! 

Still traveling along the shore road, here and theJ'e we 
could see where the fire had been, some logs and stumps still 
burning. About nine o'clock in the evening we reached the 
place where the village of Richmondville. once was. I learned 
that my wife and children were alive,and that none of thl:' 

Saints there were burned, but that all of our property was de
stroyed. 

Out of twenty-seven houses from the dock on the road 
running west to where the land was not yet taken up, were 
only three buildings that were not burned-the hotel in what 
used to be the village, and the little shack which was the last 
one on the road west, and also one house between the hvo. 

Right here I may say, "All men were one." One, then 
another, would say: "Cornish, I know your voice, but I can't 
see you. I'm blind 1" Or, ""Vell, elder, I was well off two days 
ago; I'm· not worth a dollar to-day!" And, "Give me your 
hand, .Tohnnie. Yom'mill and house and all my buildings and 
fencing are in ashes!" 
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I learned that my wife was not there, but I would find her 
farther west among another lot. Brother Whitford and I got 
into the rig and traveled on about one mile. Here we found 
several about in the same condition as the others on the shore; 
but my family was not there. We started on again, passing 
the place where my mill and house once stood, and half a mile 
farther we carne to a small log house, and oh, what a sig-ht! 
By the dim light of evening we could see a family here, an
other there, huddled together. Some were bareheaded, others 
barefooted, some with scarcely a rag left on them. It was 
here I found my wife, with the little baby in her arms, weep
ing. We greet~d each' other with a feeling that I cannot ex
press; with sorrow for OUr losses, yet glad and overcome with 
joy that our lives were spared to meet again. 

First one, then another, began to tell of their narrow es
capes: how they fought for their propedy" then for their 
neighbor's, but seeing that all would be lost, fought\hard for 
their lives. I asked if any lives were lost on this, line. They 
replied,"No," but on the line north and south some lives were 
lost. 

I went over and kissed the two older children; This 
awakened the little boy, who seemed pleased to see me. He 
arose and, looking up in my face, said he was hungry and 
asked me if I would go home soon. Poor boy! We had no 
horne-nothing to eat. . Right here· the reader may wonder 
how we lived when everything was burned up. There were 
some cows that were not burned, fields of green eornhere and 
there, and potatoes in the ground. 

All wooden pails were burned, all tin pails unsoldered, 
and all we had was a cast iron stove kettle that was not 
cracked. This answered for a potato pail, milk pail, etc. We 
would dig potatoes with our hands, wash them in the kettle, 
boil them, milk the cow in the kettle, then go to the corn patch 
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(and this corn would be cooked already on the side the :fire 
struck the heaviest, 01' if the fire happened to be too strong and 
that side of the ear was burned, the other side would be 
cooked). So we had corn, potatoes, and milk. And in the 
meantime "lJnde Sam" was not asleep, for he had his revenue 
cutter running night and day, laden with food and provisions 
for our immediate use. Later, food, clothing, money, feed for 
horses and cattle, stoves, furniture, etc., were sent, and our 
immediate wants were supplied. 

Brother Whitford then took my wife and three children 
. back to Lakeport, and cared for them for a time, while I ar

ranged about the mill. I was owing only about five hundred 
dollars on the mill, but now the mill had burned, together with 
house, furniture, and all we possessed. 

Brother Fred Diem and I talked the matter over, and we 
concluded that we could repair the engine, and we thought 
the boiler was all right. So we 'purchased a new saw, frame, 
track, belting, and other necessary equipment, and we soon 
had it in running order. I cut the first slab, and just as we 
were starting in the first board, the boiler blew up, and the 
poor brother was killed! Oh, what a blow it was to all of us! 
I felt very sorry. What a loss to that dear family! Brother 
Diem and Sister Diem, and the whole family were fine people, 
and an in the faith. 

Here we were, further in debt· than before, the poor 
brother dead, and not any mill to help me out. What to do 
was a puzzle. I thought to work by the day would take many 
years to pay up and make my living, especially so in our con~ 
dition; no house to live in; no furniture; and no money to do 
anything ",'ith. On the other hand, feeling able and strong 
enough to work, knowing also that lumber would be in great 
demand, my best judgment led me fo think that if I went in 
debt deeper I _would get out of it qui·cker. I arranged to get 
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a pOl1;able boiler and engine to put with the new saw rigging, 
thus putting me a little over $2,200 in debt. I hurried around 
among the farmers and arranged with them to put in a log 
yard here and there, five or six miles apart, and I would cut 
out yard after yard until all were finished. This I did year 
after year. When more logs were brought in than at first esti
mated, we would put on an extra gang, and run night and day 
so as to be in the next yard according to agreement. After 
sawing out the yards, I would have two or three months left 
to labor in the ministry locally; this, besides preaching eVel"y 
Sunday while running the mill. 

I did this for four years, huboring in the ministry all I 
could, preaching and administering in the ordinances of the 
gospel, opening up new places, talking and assisting those 
who would listen to me, and I baptized one hundred and forty
six people. 

While in a yard at Deckerville, I purchased a lot and 
built a nice six-room cottage; Then at the urgent request 
of Brother W. H. Kelley and other elders, I applied for an ap
pointment in the ministry, to be sustained financially by the 
church, and to spend my entire time in this way. 

At the next General Conference, held at Stewartsville, 
Missouri, in 1884, I was appointed to labor in Michigan and 
Canada. Three months later I had everything arranged, the 
cottage finished and furnished, the mill sold, every debt paid • 

. so that I did not owe any man anything-all in four years 
after the fire. But, reader, be it remembered that I could not 
have accomplished this so quickly except for the faCt of my 
having for a companion a wife who was thrifty, economical, 
and self·denying. As the wise man says: '''She looketh wen 
to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idle
ness .... Give her of the fruit of her hand; and let her own 
works praise her in the gates." . 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



38 JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

During the balance of the year I labored in Deckerville, 
Delaware, Ubly, Vassar, and some other places, baptizing thir
ty-three people. 

Now while giving, and continuing the account of the mill 
work, I have said nothing about some things that occurred in 
1883 which I think would be interesting to thereader~·· 

About the 11th of February, 1883, -I w~lkednine miles 
from where I was then located with the sawmill, to fill an ap
pointment in Delaware, on the Lakeshore about two miles. 
north of Richmondville. I had regular Sunday appointments 
there that winter. On one occasion Brother and Sister Wil-· 
liam Burch, formerly of London, Ontario, had gone through a 
fierce snowstorm to attend one of those meetings. Just before 
the meeting opened Sister Burch came running into the meet
ing room, saying, "Brother Johnnie, there is a woman in the 
other room who has an evil spirit. in her. Come and. cast it 
out!" She had seen what had occurred in London (as before 
mentioned) and knew that the power of God attended the ad
ministrations of God's servants. Right here, dear reader, you 
will see my weakness, as on other occasions you have seen my 
strength; and although somewhat humiliating to me, it is true, 
and to be fair I must tell it. I replied: "Oh, I can't; I have 
only one hand!" Nine days previously, I had cut the bone of 
. my index finger on my left hand, and the bones were knitting 
that day. I had been carrying it in a sling, and walking nine 
miles through the snowdrifts, and my hand was paining me·· 
very much. I felt tired and depressed in spirit, and hence 
spoke as above stated. 

Instantly the sister spoke earnestly, and with a command
ing voice, saying, "It. doesn't matter whether you have any 
hands at all or not; just say the words and it will be done!" 
at the same time grabbing me by the .right arm and pulling 
me along to the room. 
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I felt mortified, but knowing she was right, I braced up, 
and exercising all the faith I had, I rebuked that evil spirit 
in the name of Jesus Christ, commanding it to come· out of 
her. That moment it left her and knocked Mr. John Um
phrey flat to the floor! Mr. Umphrey got up astonished, and 
excitedly said, "Boys; but did you see that!" Of course all 
sa\\' the power in both cases. 

I preached the sermon, after which we gave liberty for 
any who wished to bear their testimony. Several did so, and 
in their speeches some expressed a desire to be baptized that 
day. We were right by the lake, and although the ice was 
piled up in great heaps, yet there were spots of open water. 
We arranged; I warned them that they must keep their hands 
on tp'eir breasts, and not grab my hand, as the bone was then 
knitting, and that I could not hold anything with that hand. 
I would just put my left hand on theirs, and with my right 
hapd I could attend to it properly. Nine were then baptized. 
This lady, and the man who had been knocked down, were 
among the number baptized; and I confirmed them all before 
returnh1g home. 

In the confirming of that lady who '.vas troubled so with 
those evil spirits, she was told that day that if she would be 
faithful to her covenant, they would trouble her no more. 
Later I was informed that she was free from that trouble un
til in the 1 umbel' camp she went to a dance, when the old trou
ble came back on her, and knowing that Elder W. J. Smith 
was called on that occasion to administer to her, I wrote to 
him January 31, 1921, asking him to tell me the facts in the 
case, so I might use it in my work, to which Ireceived the 
following: 

PORT HURON, MICHIGAN, Feb1'UaTY 11, 1921. 
ELDER J. J. CORl'\ISH, 

My Deal' J olmny: Yours of the 31st ult. eame duly to hand, and 
to say I was pleased to hear from my old-time brother and fl'iend is to 
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put it mildly. And now in regard to your question relative to the 
Wismer woman. I am of the opinion that when you baptized her you 
told her by inspiration that if she would be faithful she would be en
tirely healed from her ail1iction. Her affliction was that of falling sick
ness, or fits, or more properly speaking, p·erhaps, the obsession, or pos
session, of an evil spirit. She sometimes would have as many as twelve 
or fifteen of them in a day, and could not be left alone. But after you 
baptized her, she had no more of them until in .J anuary, 1884. She was 
then up near Prescott, helping her father and mother in the lumber 
camp. My uncles, Jacob Stoutenburg and James English, were working 
in the camp, and invited me to come there and hold preaching services. 
After I had preached in the camp, Uncle Jake came to me and told me 
about the Wismer woman attending dances at different places near there, 
as that part of the country was then sparsely settled, and they fre
quently had dances io while away the long winter nights. I went to Sis
ter Wismer and talked to her, told her it was wrong for her to go to 
dances; that she was giving the church a black eye by so doing, and that 
as God had so wonderfully healed her, his mercy and loving kindness 
should not be forgotten, lest her affliction should again return unto her. 
She cried, and promised me not to do so again. About two weeks· after 
this Iieturned to the camp to preach again and was told that she had 
been coaxed by her uncle, Jonas Earl1eart, to again join in the dance on 
or about Christmas evening. It was on New Year's evening 1 was there, 
but did not see Sister Wismer until after I had opened my meeting in 
the cook camp, and was reading the second chapter Qf the second epistle 
of Peter, when she came in, sat down by her mother-Grandmother Sis
ter David Wismer. When I came to read the last three vel'ses of the 
chapter she turned deathly pale, arose, and went into the kitchen. Old 
Sister Wismer followed her, and finally came to the kitchen door and 
beckoned her hUHband in, and two or three more went in with him. I 
continued my preaching service for about an hour, closed, and then all 
of us, or as many a~ could get in that large kitchen, went in. Sister 
Wismer had had seven fits while I was preaching, and two strong men 
held her on the lounge while a third one sat on her to hold her. The 
blood was running from her hands, on which she had several rings, and 
they had cut into the flesh in her· efforts to release herself from the hold 
of those men. . She was in the eighth fit when I went in. I stepped up 
by her side and that power that held her bound rushed over me, filling 
me with fear, and I stepped back among the crowd. 

My uncle came to me then and said: "Why don't you administer to 
her?" I replied, "I have not been asked to do so. But if her husband 
asks me to, I will." Jake then spoke to her hushand, and while they 
were talking shp came out of the fit, but immediately relapsed into an
other one, more violent than any other she had had. Her husband then 
asked me and I stepped to her side, and laying my hands on her, said: 
"Thou foul and evil spirit, in the name of Jesus Christ I rebuke thee, and 
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command thee to come out of her and trouble her no more." Instantly 
she came out of the fit, and inside of three minutes was clothed in her 
right mind, and the few Saints there sang some of the beautiful songs of 
Zion, in which she heartily joined .... I kept track of her for years 
after that, but never heard of her having those fits again .... 

From your friend and brother, WILLARD J. SMITH. 

Several years after that I met the same sister in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. I asked her if she had ever been troubled 
with that affliction since Brother Smith administered to her? 
Replying, she said, "No; neither have I been to another 
dance!" 

In August I baptized five more in Delaware. This is 
where the Wismers and several other families came into the 
church. Among them Wiltsie, Humphrey, English, Robinson, 
W. A. Sinclair, together with most of their f~mi1ies, and many 
others whose names I do not now recall. I also did some more 
,preaching beyond the river, near Carsonville, and organized 
a branch-ordained officers, blessed some more children, bap
tizing and administering to the wants and needs of the Saints. 

Following is a wonderful manifestat~on in which our Sis
ter GoodWin was healed: 

A CASE OF DROPSY 
I will now give the testimony of Sister Goodwin, who was 

healed in 1881. On asking for her testimony by writing to 
her, I received the following: 

WHITTEMORE, December 5, 1894. 
Testimony of the healing power of the L~rd. In October I was 

taken sick with dropsy. My neighbol'S all said I could not get better, 
and would surely die. I certainly got so I could not turn myself in bed, 
nor feed myself, neither could I lie down or sit in a sitting position. 
Two weeks I was in this state. I prayed to the Lord to show me if it 
was right for me to have the doctor. It was shown me if I had the doc
tor I would die. I then sent for Elders J. J. Cornish and Andrew Barr. 
They laid hands on me that I might be healed according to the laws of 
God. While Elder Barr was praying, I could feel the warm water pass
ing over my body. When Elder Cornish rebuked the disease the water 
ran' out of my flesh and do,,"'?! my hair as it hung down my shoulders, 
also down my arm \vhich rested on the chair, and wet my clothes to such 
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an extent that I had to change them, and I was healed immediately, and. 
got up and walked around the room and ate dinner with my family and 
the elders, and was as well as I ever was-have never had a symptom of 
the disease from that day until now. Can lake my oath to the above if 
necessary. This happened in Forester, Sanilac County, November the 
10th, 1881. MRS. CHRISTIAN GOODWI". 

Witness: MRS. JOHN CATALINE. 

She also adds the following: 

Brother Cornish, if it is necessary I can give you testimony.outside' 
of mine, of my own family ane! neighbors. C. M. GOODWIN. 

I also testify that I did administer to Sister Goodwin, in 
connection with Elder Barr, for the dropsy, and she was, 
healed; and at the last Northern Michigan district conference" 
held' at Whittemore, Michigan, I was at her home and found 
her in good health. 

Up to this time we had not done any preaching in Huron 
,County except in Siegle. I finally opened up the work by 
preaching in the Gore Schoolhouse, which started on this wise~ 
Learning that Enoch L~dsworth, who came into the church in 
Sanilac County shortly after my debate with the three minis
ters in the union church, had moved up to New River, I con
cluded to go up and visit him and family. I walked from. 
Siegle,. sixteen miles; I also carried a heavy satchel, and on 
reaching Gore I looked around at the country, saw a fine' 
schoolhouse, good buildings, and things looked p1'08per0'\18, and 
about one mile from the schoolhouse I saw a threshing ma
chine at work. 

I thought, Go there, and find out who are the school of-· 
ficers. I did so, and found the man that I was then talking 
to was one of. the trustees and· was one of the three men also . 
running the thl'eshing machine, named John Tice. I asked 
him if the schoolhouse was open for preaching~for any de
nomination to preach in. He replied that it was . 

. Then said I: "There is a Latter Day Saint who has been 
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preaching down in Sanilac County, and who would like to 
open up the work in Huron County." 

Said he, thoughtfully: "Latter Day. Saints! I don't think 
I know much about them. They are not the Mormons, are 

. they?" 

I told him, "No," 

"Well, tell me what they believe in," said he. 

I told him that they believed in God and Christ and the 
Holy Spirit, the Bible, and in short,the gospel just as Christ 
and the apostles taught it, etc . 

. Said he, "What do they believe about heaven and hell? 
Do they believe that God will keep men in hell to frizzle and 
fry all the time, worlds without end 1" 

I saw what was needed. I said: "No; they believe that 
God is just, and that he will reward. or punish every man 
according to his works, and that all mankind could be saved 
by obeying the gospel as Christ taught it, and the wicked who 
would not do right and who die in their sins must be pun
ished until they have paid the penalty for the'wrongs done~ 
every. man according to the wrong he hath done--.:.and wUl 
not ,come out 'until they have paid the uttermost farthing.' 
Then they will come forth and receive a reward for whatever 
good they have done"; giving him a good understanding. 

"Well, then:' said he, "what do they teach about the 
heathen, or those who never knew anything about religion?" 

Said I, "That will make no difference with God. Every 
mali or woman will hear the true gospel, either while they 

, are alive and in the flesh; or, if they die having no opportu
nity to hear it here, they will hear it in the spirit world. That 
is why Christ preached to the spirits in prison-that they 
might be judged according to men in the flesh." 

"Why, you must be a preacher," said he. "Are you the 
. one that wants to preach in the schoolhouse?" 
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I with a smile told him I was. 

"Can you preach 1" he asked. 

I said, "You open up the schoolhouse, come to hear me, 
and see!" 

Laughingly he said, "I'll do it, and we will give it out 
among the thl'eshers, and I'll have it given out in the school." 

"All right," said I, "and I'll preach. I'll rouse you; you'll 
hear something you never heard before I" And we laughed 
and talked as though we had been acquainted with each other 
for years. 

Night came, and with it a good congregation, Mr. Tice 
with the rest. I had fair liberty, they listened, we announced 
for the next evening. I tried to be friendly with all, but some 
seemed to be shy. 

Not a soul asked me to go home with him. I waited 
around until all but two men (one with the key) had left. 
While the one was locking the door I asked the other how far 
it was to New River. He told me eight miles; and they 
started and left me standing there! 

I started for New River, having already walked that day 
sixteen miles and had not any supper yet, but the road was 
dry, and the night not too dark, and always a cool breeze on 
the shore road. At last I arrived at Brother Enoch Leds
worth's, New River. I was rather tired, and getting a little 
hungry. I knocked at the door. No answer. 

Well; thought I, have I traveled this far and no one ,home! 
Then in a flash this came to me: "And any man that shall go 
and preach this gospel of the kingdom, and fail not to continue 
faithful in all things, shall not be weary in mind, neither 
darkened, neither in body, limb or joint; and an hair of his 
he"ad shall not fall to the ground unnoticed. And they shall 

.' not go hungry, neither athirst." . (Doctrine and Covenants 83: 
13.) 
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This I had proved all along in my ministry. I knocked 
again, heard a rustle, and a voice asked, "Who's there?" I 
said, "It's me. I'm getting tired and hungry, and I don't 
know what bed I'll sleep in to-night!" 

Then" I heard voices from one and another, "Oh, it's 
Brother Johnnie!" I soon had supper, a little chat or short 
visit, and went to bed with this instruction from. Brother 
Ledsworth: "Now it's after one o'clock. You sleep as long as 
you want to, and I'll get a rig and drive you back in time for 
meeting. If n6 one asks you to stay with them, I'll bring you 
back again." 

All agreed, and the next evening we went back to the 
Gore Schoolhouse. A large crowd was present. After the 
close of the meeting, a gentleman stepped" up to me and said, 
"Where. did you stay last night?" 

Said I, "I went down to this gentleman'S;" pointing, and 
introducing him to Brother Ledsworth. 

"Well, you ought to be kicked for not telling me you had 
no place to sleep," said he. 

Just thpn John Tice walked up and said, uSay, where did 
you sleep last night?" 

Being a little acquainted from our previous visit, and to 
make things pleasant, I said, "In bed!" 

"Well, where?" said he. 
"Why, I went to New River," I replied. 
"Well, I ought to have been kicked for not asking you to 

come home with us. Wife talked all night about it. Here
after come to our place at any time." Enoch went home, and 
I slept at Mr. Tiee's place. 

That night I dreamed I saw two pasture fields side by 
side, fenced in nicely, and in one were a lot of sheep, and they 
looked as though they were nearly starved to death. The 
grass was eaten tight to the ground. The other field was a 
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splendid green pasture, and no stock in it at all. It 'seemed 
I had control of the fields and sheep. I hurried over to the 
crooked rail fence running between the two fields, opened 
it, and got around some of the sheep to drive them in. I got 
some in; others seemed shy and ran past the gap, eying me, 
and paying no attention to. the gap or the pas~ure. Well, 
thought I, there are nine in anyway. I will leave them, and 
the others seeing them in there and everything so green, will 
find the way in. 

t preached a few evenings, and over Sunday, visiting 
every home in the district. If wanted, I would retUl'n; if not, 
I would know it and stay away, putting in my time \vith those 
more interested. I baptized three, and left others investigat
ing. 

To fulfill a previous promise, I went to Webberville and 
opened up the work there, preaching five discourses, baptiz
ing three, and promising to return when 1 had time to re
main longer~ Webberville is where Sisters .Moon and Billing
sky resided, who some years before were baptized by me in 
the city of London, thus affording a home for the minister. 
These are :fine Saints, whose hearts are in the work, and 'who 
are making sacrifices that others may have opportunity to 
hear and obey the same. 

I did more labor in Port Huron, baptizing one. Also 
Delaware, where the Wismers, Wiltsies, Humphreys, and 
others have been baptized. I baptized five, since the nine 
mentioned when my finger was hurt. In this place we now 
have twenty-one members, and some talk of building a church. 

Hitherto, Michigan of itself had no district. Northern 
Indiana and all Michigan being one district; but no\y, having 
labored so much in the northeastern part, and there being 
several branches and many members, it was arranged at the 
June conference at Clear Lake, Indiana,that the fall con-
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ference should be held in the northeastern part of the district. 
Accordingly it was held in the Leitch Schoolhouse, Sanilac 
County, Michigan. We were all glad, and hoped that we 
would be set off in a district before long. 

Returning again to the Gore Schoolhouse to see about the 
other six sheep (having baptized only three when I was there 
first), I put in a little over a week, preaching every evening 
and doing much fireside talking, and baptized six, all heads of 
families, thus fulfilling my dream for that time, and so I 
moved on to other parts. 

About 1883 I preached a few sermons in Carsonville, 
Sanilac County, havjng given o:ut the appointment three or 
four days previous to a certain Sunday, the time being 2.30 
and 7.30 p. m. At that time I was not acquainted with anyone 
in the village who might take me in, and with whom I might 
stay, but had my mind made up to preach at 2.30; then, if not 
invited by anyone, I would stay around the schoolhouse and 
wait until the evening. Then, after the evening service, if not 
invited by anyone to stay, I would walk back a few miles to 
where some of the Saints resided. 

At the appointed time I arrived at the schoolhouse, and 
found the room about three quarters full. I preached, the 
people listened, and gave me good attention. We gave out 
for the evening as indicated in the previous announcement, 
and dismissed the meeting. I tried to be sociable with all 
who seemed to be willing to be fI'ee with me, speaking to; and 
shaking hands with any who showed by their acts and looks 
that they were friendly. After a few minutes thus engaged, 
and having reached the outside of the building, a little old 

.man walked up to me and said in a rough, coarse voice: "Any-
body asked you to go home with them, or anything?" "No, 
sir," I replied. He then stepped back and waited a few min
utes, .until all had left the grounds except us two. He then 
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came up to me again and said : "Nobody asked you to go home 
with them or anything?" "No, sir," I replied. "Well," said 
he, "come along with mc. I don't believe in preachers very 
much, but come on; I'll give you your supper, and come back 
with you again, and hear what you've got to say to-night." 
I went with him, and shortly we caught up to a lady who was 
walking alongl slowly. This proved to be his wife. They 
soon arrived at their home,and, giving me a chair, said: 
"Make yourself at home." I tried to talk with them on gospel 
topics, but they were not very talkative, and but little was 
said. 

After a while supper was ready and we sat up, and the 
old man in his rough way said: "Do you say grace or any
thing?" "Yes, sir," I replied. "Well," said he, "go on; let's 
hear what you've got to say." I returned thanks, but as we 

. sometimes use the expression, I "felt cheap." It was a little 
embarrassing to ask a blessing at the table when one speaks in 
such a manner, but I believed the old gentleman had a good 
heart in him, and that it was because of his kindness to me 
that I was permitted to have supper that night. 

Supper being over, and chores done, the three of us re
turned to the schoolhouse. After a few minutes' waiting, 
the people had gathered, and we had a good meeting. After 
meeting, the old gentleman watched the crowd, how some 
would act friendly, others pass me by, etc. By and by, he 
came. up and asked me if anyone had asked me to go home· 
with them "or anything." I told him "No," and when all 
had left but him and myself, he walked up to me and said: 
"N 0 one asked you to go home with them or anything?" I 
said·: "No, sir." "Well," said he, "come along with me. I 
don't .believe in preachers very much, but come along; I'll 
give you a place to sleep." I went, and on the way I queried 
myself, How could I lead in family prayer that night, if he 
should ask me? 
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I was much younger, and more bashful then than now, 

but in about ten minutes after we came into the house, he 

said to me: "Do you read and have prayer or anything before 

you go to bed ?" I replied: "Yes, sir; usually." (I know my . 

face must have reddened up.) "Well," said he, "go on; let's 
hear what you got to say." I read a chapter in the Bible, and 
gave some explanation as I went along. In this I felt all 
right and at home, but to pray! And worse than ever, thought 
I, if they do not bow with me. I certainly would feel it 
worse to kneel to pray, and the two to sit there looking at 
me. The reading being over, I said : "Well, let us bow and 
we will have prayer." As I bowed, I saw that they both did 
likewise. I was glad of this, but I did not pray very long. I 
just returned thanks to God for his watchful care over us 
through the day, and prayed for his protecting care to be 
over us during the night, etc. Amen. We ar0se, and be-

. fore I had time to sit down the old gentleman walked up to me, 
and said: "There, now then, now that's the way to pray; just 
thank him for what he has done, and ask him for some more, 
and go on, and that's enough; that's the way to pray." He 
then told me that when he was a boy, how the man whom he 
worked for was very religious, and said he: "In the morning 
the old hypocrite would just pray a few words, and up, with 
'Hurrah, get to work,' and he would work me early and late, 
then at night read a chapter, and then pray a great, long 
prayer, and tell the Lord about how he made the heavens and 
earth, etc., and about the God of Abraham, and the God of 
Jacob, and then how he led the children of Israel over the Red 
Sea. The fool, God knew all about that. Once when another' 
young lad about my age was working there, at night we could 
scarcely keep awake until the prayer was over. I was so tired'. 
and sleepy one night, I did not try to keep awake. By and by 
I roused up, looked around, he was still praying. I gave the 
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other lad a hunch, saying, 'Where's he got to?' 'Where Moses 
crossed the Red Sea,' said he. I said, 'Oh, another half hour,' 
and I slept on. But your prayer is just right. Just thank him 

. for what he has done, and ask him for some more, and go on. 
Well, there's your bed; go in there and lay down." And bid
ding them good night, I went in there and laid down . 

. The next morning we sat down for breakfast, and hastily: 
the old gentleman reached his hand and took a piece of bread, 
putting it on his plate, but quickly grabbed -it and put it back 
again, and gave me it. hunch on the shoulder, saying: "Whoop, 
go on; say what you are going to." I asked the blessing (said 
what I was going to), and ate breakfast, thinking how that 
none of the Christians had invited me to eat or sleep in their 
homes, and how this non-professor had fed and sheltered me. 
If nothing more, will not this man be accounted as one of the 
sheep in the day of accounts? 

I again visited Webberville and did some more preach~, . 
ing, and on my third visit I baptized nine more. That made 
fourteen now at Webberville. Brother Gordon Deuel was with 
me on my second trip, he and I preaching alternately. " 

Many rich blessings have been bestowed upon the people 
of God during my life in my ministry that I would not have 
space to record, but for fear the Edwardses,. Provosts, Sim:
monses, Burgetts, Shafbowers, Brintnells, Reeds, McDondeds, 
Grices, Hunters, Willises, and others with their famiIies·would. 
feel slighted -< in that I did n.ot mention the wonderful blessing 
God gave Sister Provost, I will here give space for it as. fol
lows: 

ONE HEALED WHO WAS THROWN OUT OF A WAGON AND BADI,Y HURT 

In addition to the above I testify that in about the summer of 1879 
Mrs. William Provost was thrown from a wagon and was hurt i~ the 
back so much so that she was unable to stand alone; she was put in bed 
and nursed by'het: husband and some neighbors; but grew worl!e. I was 
called for and administered to her. After the administration I came out 
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of the room and sat on the doorstep, ,as I was very warm (having trav
eled on foot some distance), and to my surprise I found several people 
standing at the door, and some still coming. TI1CY had heard that I was 
sEmt for to administer to her, and as the latter-day gospel was new to 
them, some no doubt wanted to see if there was any power in the church; 
others, maybe, came to unite their faith with me that the sister might 
be healed. r had been sitting on .the step only about two minutes when 
all at once I heard some lady in the room say in a loud voice, "Glory to 
God." I arose, went in, and the sister walked out of the room, healed. 
-When in 1894 Elder I. N. White asked for witnesses to some cases of 
healing, I wrote for William Provost's testimony (who was her hus
band) and received the following letter, which I have in my possession: 

"December :3, 1894. 
"Dear Sir: To all whom it may concern, this is to certify that my 

wife was thrown out of the wagon and was hurt pretty bad. Elder Cor
nish was called to administer to her, and she got well. That was in the 
year 1879, as near as I can remember. The statement is all true. I am 
ready to swear to tl1e truth. And as for the ehiJd, it was better when 
I got back from RiehmondvilIe, b:ut I cannot tell the year it was, but it 
was after the administering to my wife. From a nonmember, 

"WILLIAM PnOVOST." 
"I am no member. S. PROVOST," 

William and Samuel Provost are brothers, neither of them 
being members at that time, but I baptized Samuel years after
ward. A year 01' so after the sister was administered to, when 
these men came for me to administer to the child, I had an en
gagement to preach at Lakeport, nearly thirty miles south, and 
to go six miles west to administer, tlien six miles in return, 
would mean over forty miles to walk and preach that night. 
I felt it would be rather too much for me to do. It came to me 
thus: You pray for the child, and it will be healed; then go to 
Lakeport (so that you will not fool the congregation) ; they 
will get the benefit of the sermon, and the demands in both 
cases will be met. 

I say to all whom it may concern, I was not in the house when my 
brother's wife was administered to, but I know she was thrown out of 
the wagon and got hurt bad, and was administered to, and I was in the 
house' a little While after, and she was up, and never went back to bed 
[1 presume he means did nj)t go back to bed again on account of the 
hurt.-J. J. C.] and had no doctOl' either. 
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And I was the one who went for you when the child was sick and 
did not know whether she would live or not, and you had to go to preach, 
and you went in a room and came out and told me to go home and the 
child would be all right. I asked you how you knew, and you smiled mid 
told me you knew, and when I got back she was playing, and was well 
right along. S; PROVOST. 

He also added the following: "If you want me to swear 
to it, I am ready." 

The above two cases occurred in a settlement between 
Richmondville and Deckerville, in Sanilac County, Michigan, 
and there are those living there who" will testify to the same, 
as well as many other cases. I also testify that I have admin
istered to hundreds of people who were sick and afflicted, many 
of whom were given up by the physicians to die, and who said 
that they could not live, and many of them were healed by the 
power of God. 

Several of my children in the gospel are now preaching 
the same to their neighbors and friends, and some more are 
being added to the church. All have their friends, and they in 
turn have their friends, and so the gospel is spreading and 
God is confirming the word through their administrations as 
well as all over the world' wherever his gospel is preached. 

Brother James N. Simmons moved over to Oil City, On
tario, and began to get people interested in the gospel, and 
sent for me to come and hold some meetings. I did so, but did 
not have the success there that I did a few miles from there at 
a place called Inwood. 

At this place we had some opposition from people of other 
faiths; some were already believing that the gospel is all right, 
others were fighting against it, and the people in that part 
were rather excited over the matter. I also did some preach
ing at a place called Weidman, Michigan, with good interest 
attending. 

At the Leitch Schoolhouse in the winter of 1883, Walter 
Sims, an evangelist, as he claimed for himself, had been going 
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over some of the grounds where I had been preaching, and had 

a lot to say against the church and our books, and had chal

lenged any of our men to meet him in discussion. He would 

prove that we were wicked and corrupt, from "Old· Joe" down, 

and our books a deception, and that we knew that we were 
wrong ourselves, and were deceiving the people, and there was 
not a man among us who dared to meet him! I was with my 
mill in the Shafbower yard at the time, just one mile north of 
the schoolhouse. He set a time (before anyone of us had any 
opportunity to see him and make any arrangements) for dis
cussion. This caused me to think the man might not be fair 
in a discussion, but we were powerless to do anything; he had 
arranged it all his own way. 

The night before the debate was to start, I dreamed that 
I was walking along a road in a hurry. At about a quarter of 
a mile from the corner at which I was to turn west, I saw a 
large, beautiful pasture field, and as it was level and good 
walking there, to save time I jumped over the fence and 
started northwest to the opposite corner, so as to reach my des
tination much quicker. As I was nearing the center of the field 
I saw a large, tall tree, and around one of the limbs a very 
large snake had coiled its tail, and its head hung down to about 
six inches above the ground. Oh, thought I, if I only had a 
good woodrack stake (about two inches through, and three 
feet long), I'd kill that fellow, for he will do much damage to 
live stock. That moment I saw just such a stake. I grabbed 
it, as the snake began to raise its head and hiss at me. I 
struck it, but with a glancing blow on its neck as the head 'was 
raised. This done, the head hung downward as when I first 
saw it, but a little blood was dripping from its mouth. Not a 
minute passed ere it began to raise its head again, raising it 
higher than before. It opened its great mouth, hissing harder 
than ever. I held the stick fast with both hands and struck 
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with all my might. This knocked it senseless, the tail let go, 
and it fell in a great heap, with its head sticking out from the 
coils. I then smashed the head all to pieces, and throwing the 
stick down, I hurried on. 

In the morning I thought over the dream, and concluded 
that it was a warning; that Sims was a great enemy to the 
Church of Christ, and that he would do us all the harm that 
was possible for him to do, but I would overcome him and he 
would not do the church much harm. I worked hard in the 
mill that day, and arranged for meeting Mr. Sims. We met. 
After self-introduction he said, "Now you can go on and talk 
twenty minutes or half an hour, then I will make reply to 
you." 

"Why," said I, "Mr. Sims, you are the challenging party. 
You are the one to go ahead. I do not know what, you have 
against this church. I am here in itsdefcnse. Further, we 
must have a chairman appointed to keep time and order, and 
have proper propositions drawn up, signed, and have every
thing arranged in a proper manner." 

At once he began to show himself. 
"There will be no chairman, sir," said he, "and if you 

have propositions, I will not debate. Now you go on and talk 
half an hour, and I'll reply half an hour." 

I said, "'No, sir; you are the challenging party, and you 
must take the lead, and whatever you may have against' our 
faith, tell it. I am here to defend it." Then I demanded that 
we have a chairman, and that we have two half hour sessions 
each for the evening; he the affirmative and I the negative. 

But he would not do anything fairly, and said, "I'm a 
Christian minister, and I'll keep order while you are" talking, 
and I hope you are Christian enough to keep quiet while I 
talk." 
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THE HISTORY AND MINUTES OF THE HIGH COUNCILS OF THE 

CHURCH OF .rESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 

BY ROY L. ROBERTS 

(Continued from volume 15, page 463.) 

The stake at Zarahemla was discontinued January 6, 
1842. (M1'Uen:l1}al Stcrr, vol. 19, p. 22.) 

The High Council sent the following epistles to the Saints 
of, Nauvoo: 

THE HIGH COUNCIL OF THE. CHURCH OF JESUS CHRl8T, TO TIlE 

SAINTS OJ<' NAUVOO, GREETING: 

Dear Brethren: As watchmen upon the walls of Zion, we feel it 
our duty to stir up your minds, by way of remembrance, of things which 
we conceive to be of the utmost importance to the Saints.' While we re
joice at the health and prosperity of the Saints, and the good feeling 
which seems to prevail among us generally, and the willingness to aid 
in the building of· the "House of the!"q:rd," we are. grieved at :he con
duct of some, who seem to have fergotten the purpose for whlch they 
have gathered, Instead of promoting union, appear to be engaged in 
sowing strifes and animosities among their brethren, spreading evil re-

. ports; brother going to law with brother, for trivial causes, which we 
consider a great evil, and altogether unjustifiable, except in extreme 
cases, and then not before the world. We feel to advise taking the word 
of God for our guide, and exhort you not to forget you have come up as 
saviors upon Mount Zion, consequently to seek each other's good-to be
come one: inasmuch as the Lorn has said, "Except ye become one ye are 
none of nune." Let us always remember the admonitions of the apostle: 
"Dare any of you having a matter, go to law before the unjust and not 
before the saints? Do we not kno'N the saints shall judge the world? 
4.nd if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the. 
smallest matter? Know ye not that we shall judge angels? How much 
more things that pertain to this life? If, then, ye have judgment of 
things pertaining to this Hfe, set them to judge who are least esteemed 
in the church. I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise 
man among you? No, not one that s11a11 be able to judge between his 
brethren. But .brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the 
unbelievers. Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because 
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ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? 
why do ye not rather suffer YOUl'selves ta be defrauded? Nay, ye do 
wrong. and defraud, and that your brother, Know ye not that the un
righteous shall not inherit the kingdom oi God? Be not deceived; neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 
themselves with manldnd. Nor thieves, nor covetous; nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the ldngdom of God." 1 Corinth
ians 6: 1-10. Who observing these things, would go to law, distressing 
his brother; thereby giving rise to hardness, evil speaking, strifes, and 
animosities amongst those who have covenanted to keep the command
ments of God-who have taken upon them the name of saints, and if 
saints are to judge angels, and also to judge the world-why then are 
they not competent to judge in temporal matters, eflpecially in trivial 
cases, taking the law of the Lord for their guide, hrotherly kindness, 
charity, etc., as well as the law of the land? Brethren, these are evils 
which ought not to exist among us. We hope the time will speedily ar
rive when these things will be done away, and everyone stand in the 
office of his calling, as a faithful servant of God-buHding each other 
up-beal'jng each other's infirmities, and 80 fulfill the law of Chl.'ist. 

SAMUEL BENT. JAMES ALLRED. 

LEWIS D. WILSON. 

DAVID FULMER. 

THOMAS GROVER, 

NEWELL KNIGHT. 

LEONARD SOBY. 

ELIAS HIGBEE. 

GEORGE W. HARRIS. 

AARON JOHNSON. 

WILLIAM HUNTINGTON, SR. 

DANIEL CARRIER. 

WILLIAM: MARKS, P·re.<rident. 
A rSTIN COWLES, 

CHARLES C. RICH, Counselors. 

Attest: HOSEA STOUT, Cle'I'lt.-Times and Se(Lsons. vol. 3, pp. 
699, 700. 

Saturday, 5.-Elder Daniel Wood, W110 had been silenced by Presi
dents Smith and Young, .on a complaint for teaching false doctrine, came 
before the High Council at Nauvoo, and proved that he had not taught 
false doctrine, but had been complained of by those who had prejudice 
and hardness against him, and was restored to his former standing in the 
church.-MiUennial StU?', vol. 19, p. 87. 

Extract of High Council minutes. [March 4, 1842.] "In the eve
ning President Smith attended the trial of Elder Francis Gladden Bishop, 
at his (the Pl'esident's) house. Elder Bishop appeared before the High 
Council of Nauvoo on complaint of having received, written, and pub
lished, or taught certain revelations and doctrines not consistent with 

. the Doctrine and Covenants of the church. NIl'. Bishop refusing to pre
sent the \vritten revelation, the mayor (John C. Bennett) issued his 
warrant and brought them before the council, when parts of the same 
were read by Mr. Bishop himself to council, the whole mass of which 
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appeared to be the extreme of folly, nonsense, absurdity, falsehood, and 
bombastic egotism-so much so as to keep the Saints laughing when 
not overcome by sorrow and shame. President Joseph explained the 
nature of the case, and gave a very clear elucidation of the tend
ency of such prophets and prophesyings, and gave Mr. Bishop ovel' 
to the bufi'etings of Satan until he shall learn wisdom. After a few ap
propriate observations from Patriarch Hyrum and some of the council, . 
the. council voted unanimously that Francis Gladden Bishop be removed 
from the fellowship of the church; President Joseph having previously 
committed the revelation above referred to, to the flames.-Millennial 
Star, vol. 19, p. 151. 

Thul'sday, 17 [March, 1842]. The High Council withdrew the hand 
of fellowship from Elder Oliver Olney for setting himself up as a 
prophet, and took his license.-Millennial Sta1', vol 19, p. 211. 

The following €pistle was sent by the High Council to the 
Saints abroad: 

AN EPISTLE OF THE HIGH COUNCIL OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER DAY SAINTS, IN NAUVOO, TO THE SAINTS SCAT-

TERED ABROAD, GREETING: 

Dear Bl'ethren: Inasmuch as the Lord hath spoken; and the com
mandment hath gone forth for the gathering together of his people from 
Babylon, that they partake not of her sins, and receive nO't Qf her 
plagues; "it seemeth good untO' us, and alsO' to the Holy Ghost" to write 
somewhat fQr your instruction, in Qbeying that commandment. That you 
have no. need that we exhort yO'u to' the observance of this commandment, 
is evident i for yO'urselves know that this is that which was spoken by the 
LO'rd in the parable of the tares of the field, who promised that in the 
harvest he would say to the servant, "Gather, the wheat intO' my barn" i 
the signs of the times proclaim this; the end of the world; and thus ad
monish us to the performance O'f this duty. "Yet nO'twithstanding the 
spirit testifieth O'f these things, and you desire with great anxiety to 
gather with the Saintsiyet are many of yO'U hindered even to this day: 
"sO' that the will to' obey the commandment is present; but how to' per
form, yO'U find not.'" Feeling therefore, the responsibility binding on 
you to Qbserve the statutes and commandments of the Lord, and living 
in .the midst of a generatiO'n that are ignorant what the mind of the 
Lord is cQncerning his people, and of the things that belong to their 
peace: we are well aware of the embarrassments under which many of 
you labor in endeavoring to obey the laws pertaining to yO'ur salvation. 
It is then no marvel that in this day when darkness covers the earth, 
and gross darkness the people, that this generation "who knQW not the 
day of their visitation, nor the dispensation of the fullness of the times 
in which they live, should mO'ck at the gathering together of the Saints 
for salvation, as did the antediluvians at the mighty work of righteous 
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Noah in building an ark in the midst of the land, for the salvation of his 
cause by water, seeing then that such blindness hath happened to the 
gentile world which to them is an evident token of perdition, but to you 
of salvation," and that of God, think it not strange that you should have 
to pass through the like afflictions which all your brethren the Saints in 
all ages have done before you; to be reviled, persecuted, and hated of all 
men, for the name of Christ and the gospel's sake, is the portion of which 
all Saints have had to partake who have gone before you. You then can 
expect no better things than that thel'e be men of corrupt minds, l'epro
bate concerning the truth, who will evil entreat you, and unjustly de
spoil you ()f your property and embarrass you in pecuniary matters, and 
render it the more difficult to obey the command to gather with the 
Saints pretending to do God 8crvice, "whose judgment no'ov lingereth 
not, and their damnation slumbereth not." 

But, brethren, with all these considerations before you in relation to 
your afflictions, we think it expedient to admonish you, that you bear 
and forbear, as becometh Saints, and having done all that is lawful and 
right to obtain justice of those that injure you wherein you come short 
of obtaining it, commit the residue to the just judgment of God, and 
s hake off the dust off your feet as a testimony of having so done. 

Finally, brethren, as it is reported unto us that there be some who 
have not done that which is lawful and right, but have designe~JJy done 
injury to their neighbor, or creditor by fraud, or otherwise thinking to 
find protection "'tith us in, 'such iniquity: let all such be warned, and 
certified, that with them we have no fellowship when known to be such, 

'until all reasonable measures are taken to make just l'estitution to those 
unjustly injured. 

Now therefore let this epistle be read in all the branches of the 
church, as teRtimony, that as representativct' thereof, we have taken 
righteousness for the girdle of our loins, and faithfulness for the girdle 
of our reins, "and that for Zion's sake; we will not rest; and for Jerusa
lem's sake we will not hold our peace, until the righteousness thereof go 
forth as brightness and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth." 

Your bl'ethren and servants in the kingdom and patience of Jesus, , 

WiLLIAM MARKS '} 
AUSTIN COWLES Presidents. 
CHARLES C. RICH 

J AMES ALLRED. 

ELIAS HIGBEE. 

GEORGE W. HARRIS. 

AARON ,TOHNSON. 

WILLIAM HUNTINGTON, SR. 

HENRY G. SHERWOOD. 

SAMUEL BENT. 

LEWIS D. WILSON. 

DAVID FULMER. 

THOMAS GROVER. 

NEWELL KNIGHT. 

LEONARD SOBY. 

HOSEA STOUT, Clerk. 

Attest: May 22, lH42.-Times and Seasons, vol. 3, pp. 809, 810;' 
Millennial Star, vol. 19, p. 440. 
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On May 24, 1842, 
Chancey L. Higbee was cut off from the church, by the High Coun

cil, for unchaste and unvirtuous conduct towards certain females, and 
for teaching it was right, if kept secret, etc. He was also put under 
$200 bonds to keep the peace, on my· complaint against him for slander, . 
before Ebenezer Robinson, justice of the peace.-lIfillennial Star, voI. 
19, p. 441. 

The High Council were in session, [May 28, 1842] as ~hey had 
been from day to day through the week, investigating charges against 
various individuals for unvirtuous crimes, committed through the teach
ings and influence of John C. Bennett; several were cut off, and some 
were forgiven on confession.-Millennial Star, vol. 19, p. 454. 

Nauvoo was divided into wards, and bishops appointed 
to preside over them on August 20, 1842, as follows: 

The High Council in session, "Resolved that the city of Nauvoo be 
divided· into ten wards, according to the division made by the Temple 
committee, and that there be a bishop appointed over each ward, and, 
also that other bishops be appointed over such districts immediately out 
of the city and adjoining thereto as shall be considered necessary. Re
solved that Samuel H. Smith be appointed bishop in. the place of Bishop 
Vinson Knight deceased, also that Tarleton .Lewis be appointed bishop of 
the 4th ward, John Murdock of the 5th ward, Daniel Carn of the 6th 
ward, Jacob Foutz of the 8th ward, Jonathan H. Hale of the 9th ward, 
Hezekiah Peck of the 10th ward, David Evans of the district south of 
the city called the 11th ward, . Israel Calkins of the district east of the 
city and south of Knight Street, William W. Spencer of the district east 
of the city and north of Knight Street.-Millennial Sla·r, vol 19, p. 727. 

The High Council of Nauvoo mat, heard, accepted, and adopt!ld the 
report of their committee, for dividing the city into ten wards, for trans
acting church business as follows: 

The First Ward is bounded on the north by the city boundary line, 
and on the south by Brattle Street. 

The Second Ward is bounded on the north by Brattle Street or the 
First Ward, and on the south by Carlos Street or the Third Ward. 

The Third Ward is bounded on the north by Carlos Street or the 
Second Ward, and on the south by Joseph Street or the Fourth Ward. 

The Fourth Ward is bounded on the nOl'th by Joseph Street or the 
Third Wal'd, and on the south by Cutlel' Street or the Fifth Ward. 

The Fifth Ward is bounded on the north by Cutler Street or the 
Fourth Ward, and on the south by Mulholland Street. 

The Sixth Ward is bounded on the west by the Mississippi River, 
and on the east by Main Street, or the Seventh Ward. 

The Seventh Ward is bounded on the west by Main Street or the 
Sixth Ward, and on the east by Durfee Street or the Eighth Ward. 
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The Eighth Ward is bounded on the west by Durfee Street or the 
Seventh Ward, and on the east by Robinson Street or the Ninth Ward. 

The Ninth Ward is bounded on the west by Robinson Street or the 
Eighth Ward, and on the east by Green Street or the Tenth Ward. 

The Tenth Ward is bounded on the west by Green Street or the 
Ninth Ward, and on the east by the city boundary line.-Millennial Star, 
vol. 20, p. 215. 

In the Times and Seasons for June 15, 1842, a letter was 
published describing the conditions resulting from false and 
erroneous doctrines being taught by William and Alfred 
Young. This was tried before the High Council and the fol
lowing notice published in the Tinws and Seasons was the re
sult: 

NOTICE.-Whereas fellowship has been withdrawn from Brothers 
William and Alfred Young for teaching false and erroneous doctrine, etc., 
in Tennessee, as published in the Times and Seasons of June 15, 1842. 

This is to inform the· Saints abroad, that they have made satisfac
tion to the High Council of the Church of Jesus Christ at Nauvoo, and 
are restored to their former standing and fellowship in the church; and 
we recommend them to all with whom their lots may.be cast. 

HOSEA STOUT, Clerk of High Council. 
-Times and Seasons, vol. 4, p. 80. 

On February 19, 1843, Joseph Smith 

spent the day from nine in the morning till. midnight, in the high coun
cil, who were attending to the case of Wilson Law and Uriel C. Nicker
son, who were in dispute about the title to certain lands on the Island. 
After hearing the testimony I explained the laws of the United States, 
Iowa and Illinois, and showed that Nickerson had the oldest claim and 
best right, and left it for Law to say how much Nickerson should have, 
and the parties shook hands in token of a settlement of all difficulties.
Millennial Star, vol. 20, p. 566. 

The hight council, [March 25, 1843] with my brother Hyrum pre
siding, sat on an appeal of Benjamin Hoyt, from the decision of David 
Evans, bishop; which was, that Brother Hoyt cease to call certain char
acters witches or wizards; cease to work with the divining rod; and 
cease burning a board or boards, to heal those whom he said were be
witched. On hearing the case, the council decided to confirm the deci
sion of Bishop Evans.-Millennial Star, vol. 20, p. 680. 

On April 30, 1843, 

trial commenced before the First Presidency, Graham Coltrin versus 
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Anson Matthews, being an appeal from the High Council on complaint: 
"First, for a failure in refusing to perform according to contract re
specting the sale of a piece of land by him sold to me. Second, for trans
ferring his property in a way to enable him to bid defiance to the result 
and force of law, and to evade the aforesaid contracts; thereby wrong
ing me out of my just claim to the same; and also for lying," etc., etc. 

Witness for plaintiff: H. G. Sherwood, N. G. Blodgett, Zebedee 
Coltrin, Father Coltrin. 

Witnesses for defense: Two affidavits of George Reads, Mrs. Mat
thews, BTother Browett, Samuel Thompson, Richard Slater. 

Decision of the council is, that the charges are not sustained.
Millennia,l Sta1., vol. 21, p.,40. 

The following case before the Twelve is of interest be
cause of the statement discriminating between the jurisdic
tion of the High Council and the Quorum of Twelve: 

At 2 p. m. I lJoseph Smith] met brother Hyrum, the Twelve, Judge 
Adams, Bishop Whitney, and others, in council, to investigate the conduct 
of Benjamin Winchester, charges having been preferred against him by 
letter, from Sybella Armstrong and othel'S, in Philadelphia, Sisters J ar
man and Adams. G .. J. Adams and others gave their testimony, when 
they disfellowshiped Winchester, and took his license until he made sat
isfaction to the aggrieved parties. 

EXTRACT FROM W. WOODRUFF'S JOURNAL 

A rainy day. 
In the afternoon I met in council with the Twelve and First Presi

dency, when the case of Benjamin Winchester was brought up on trial, 
for improper conduct, slandering the Saints in Philadelphia,for reject
ing the council of Hyrum, Joseph, and the Twelve, and tearing to pieces 
the Saints, instead of building them up. 

Hyrum plead for mercy, Joseph for justice, and the Twelve decided 
according to testimony, and in all we had an interesting time. Elder 
Winchester was refractory and out of order. Joseph wished the Twelve, 
or president of the quorum, to call the house to order. 

Several letters were read touching the subject, after which Elder 
Winchester made a lengthy speech trying to justify himself: was fol
lowed by President Hyrum Smith, who plead in behalf of Winchester, 
on the side of mercy. 

Elder George J. Adams gave his testimony against Winchester, 
then Elder Winchester followed Adams, and both spoke several times; 
then President Joseph Smith arose and rebuked Elder Winchester in the 
sharpest manner; said he had a lying spirit, and had lied about him; and 
told him of many of his errors. 

After hearing the testimony, Elder B. Young, president of the Quo
rum of the Twelve, said he had made up his mind, and his decision was, 
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that Elder Winchester should gi,'e up his license and cease preaching un
til he should I'eiorm. 

President H. Smith said h" should not like to have Elich a decision 
given without another trial, and give Elder Winchester a chance to get 
more testimony, if he could. 

President Young said he should then prefer to have the case turned 
over to the High Council. 

President Joseph Smith said it was not the business of the High 
Council, thE'Y could not try him, it belonged to the Twelve, and them 
alone, for it was concerning matters abroad, and not in Nauvoo. 'rhe 
High Council :was to try cases that belong, to this stake, and the Twelve 
to regulate the chm'ches and elders abroad in all the world, mid Elder 
Winchester'~ case comes under the jurisdiction of the Twelve, and them 
alone.-Millennial Sta)', vol. 21, pp, 170, 171. 

The rest of the quotation is the continuation of the trial. 

On June 11, 1843, a conference was held at Lima, Illi
nois, when the branch reorganized with the following officers: 
Isaac Morley, president; Walter Cox and Edwin Whiting, 
counselors; William Woodland, Solomon Hancock, James C. 
Snow, James Israel, Edmond Dmfee, Daniel Stanton, Moses 
Clawson, Joseph S. Allen, Philip Garner, Henry Ettleman, 
Reuben Daniels, and Horace Ra;,yson, high councilors.--Tirnes 
and Seasons, vo1. 4, pp. 303, 316; M'illennial Star, vol. 21. 

p.220. 

The Tirnes and Seasons for August 15, 1843 [vol. 4,p. 
308J, contains a notice from the High Council in Nauvoo of 
the acquittal of Elder George J. Adams from all the charges 
which had been preferred against him. 

Saturday, November 25, 1843: 

In the C'vening the High Council sat on the case of Harrison Sagers, 
charged with seduction, and having stated that I had taught it was right: 
charge not sustained. I was pJ:€sent with several of the Twelve, and 
gave an address tending to do away with every evil, and exhorting them 
to practice virtue and holiness before the Lord; told them that the chUt~ch 
had not received any permission from me to commit fornication, adultery, 
or any corrupt action, but my every word and action has been to the con
trary. If a man commit adultery, he cannot receive the celestial king
dom of God; even if he is saved in any kingdom, it cannot be the celes
tial kingdom: I did think that the many examples that have been made 
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manifest, ,such as John C. Bennett and others, were sufficient to show the 
fallacy of such a course ,of conduct.-Millennial Star, vol. 22, p. 343. 

The following epistle was sent to the Saints of the Nau
voo Stake by the High Council: 

The High Council of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterr Day, 
Saints, at Nauvoo, t.{) the Saints ,of this State: Greeting. 

Beloved Brethren: Realizing as we do, the importance of the 
work in which we are engaged, we deem it expedient to lay before you 
such matters from time to time, as in our opinion, will be beneficial to 
the Saints, and the spirit in us may seem to require. We would remind 
our brethren, the elders, who have at' sundry times, been sent forth as 
fiaming heralds: messengers of the everlasting gospel, who proclaim a 
message of salvation to their fellow men, thereby gathering and bringing 
up to' Zion the scattered elect of God, to be taught more perfectly the 
principles of salvation; that whilst their message is abroad, we have had 
our mission,to remain at Nauvoo, and to participate with the Saints in 
the blessings of poverty, if such it may be called, amid sickness and' dis
tress, in the vexations and turmoils of the um'uly and ungodly, for which 
no man has paid us, for days, weeks, months, and years; that our time, 
has been spent in endeavoring to settle difficulties, set in order the things 
needful to salvation; in trying to' reconcile and cement the' feelings of 
,our brethren to each other in the spirit of the gospel, whilst at times, 
circumstances of a more painful nature have been presented. Individ
uals have been brought before us, charged with high crimes, in theV,iola
tion of the laws of heaven, on whom much patient exertion in the labors 
of love have by us been bestowed, to reclaim them from the error and 
evil of their doings. We regret to have it to say, that in some instances 
our efforts hiwe been fruitless, for after we have found in them an obsti
nate and unyielding spirit to the principles of right, we have (reluc-" 
tantly) been compelle'd to sever them from the church as withered 
branches. Such persons llot unfrequently manifest their wickedness by 
their trifling with, and bidding defiance to all, and every good rule, regu
lation, and law, set forth for the guidance of all Saints. One singular 
trait of their depravity is frequently manifested by their going to some 
excluded elder and getting rebaptized into the church, not havfug first 
made the least satisfB:ction, (as was required) to such as they have in
jured., We have to say that baptism in such cases is not valid, and can
not profit; we here continue to say let such expelled persons first be rec
onciled to his injured brother, and bring forth fruit meet for repentance, 
or in case of dissatisfaction with our decision, take an appeal 'and re
verse it, if found wrong. 

Expelled persons, not complying with these rules (which we be
lieve are in accordance With the order of heaven) 'whom we have been 
once necessitated to withdraw fellowship from, cannot be restored in any 
illegal way, and we would say that all such clandestine creepings into 
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the church, is climbing up some other way, and that such persons can 
only be considered as thieves and robbers. We would also remind the 
elders that it is improper for them to rebaptize any such expelJed per
sons, while they remain, thus obstinate, as afol'esaid, and that it will 
subject them to censUl'C, and bring tl1em to trial before a proper tribunal 
of the church. 

'Ve therefore, hope for the future, that certain officious, forward 
feeling elders 'will be more prudent in such cases hereafter. 

We remain yours in the bonds of the new andeverJasting covenant, 
VilILLIAM MARKS, 

CHARLES C. RteH, PresidentR. 

C;Jt~ncilors 
SAML"EL BENT, JAMES ALLRED. 

L. D. WU,80N. ALPHEUS CUTLER. 

DAVID F"CLMEK GgORGE vV. HARRIS. ' 

THO'l-fAS GROVER. AARON JOHNSQN. 

NEWELL KNLGHT. \V. HUNTINGTON, SEN. 

LEONARD SOBY. H. G. SHERWOOD. 

HOSEA STOUT, Cleric. 
-Times and Seasons, vol. 5, pp. 458, 459. 

On May 18. 1844, "the high council cut otffrom the church 
James Blakesley, Francis IV!. Higbee, Charles Ivins, and Aus
tin Cowles, for apostasy."-Millennial Star, vol. 23, p. 625. 

May 25 the High Council directed that certain testimony 
be published in the Nauvoo N e-ighbor. Here follow the affi
davits of Margaret J. Nyman, Matilda J. Nyman, Sarah Mil
ler, and an extract from the testimony of Catherine Warren 
before the High Council of the church to . the effect that 
Chauncey L. Higbee had brought about their ruin by deceit 
in representing that Joseph Smith taught that promiscuous 
sexual relations were not sinful when kept secret, and by this 
misr.epTesentation he the said Chauncey L. Higbee, accom
plished his wicked purposes. See Millenni.al Star, voL 23, 
p.657. 

This seems to have been the last meeting of the High 
Council before the death of Joseph and Hyrum Smith on June 
27, 1844. 

(The end.) 
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LAMONI S'l'AKE (DECATUR DISTRICT), BY DUNCAN CAMPBELL 

REPORT FOR JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH, 1909 

(Continued from volume 15, page 481.) 

GREENVILLE (supplementary) .-John Lovell is branch 
president; Nephi Lovell, priest; Le"i Brooks, secretary. There 
are 52 members, 22 of them scattered. John Lovell is Sunday 
school superintendent; L. C. Brooks, .associate; Grace Slauter, 
secretary; Harry Bailey, treasurer. Of the. Religio, Nephi 
Lovell is· president; Douglas Wood, vice president; Alma 
Lovell, secretary; Floyd Thompson, treasurer. 

LucAS.-There has been a loss of one by death and one by 
removaL William Anderson and Joseph S. Snively visited 
there November 12, 13, attending social meeting.J. F. Garver 
preached forenoon and W. R. Dexter evening, December 13. 
E. B. Morgan occupied December 27. Vina. McHarness vis
ited November 14-20 in. interest of home class work, organiz
ing two classes (Religio) with 15 members. 

EVERGREEN.-There has been preaching by W. T. Shake
speare, W. E. Shakespeare, J. J. Johnson, James Martin, jr., 
James Martin, sr., J. F.- Garver, L. G. Holloway. Library 
board: Henry Kaestner, J. J. Johnson, W. T. Shakespeare. 
D. D. Young is president of the branch; J. H. Martin, presid
ing priest; Samuel Shakespeare, teacher; John B. Anderson, 
deacon; Martha Martin, clerk; Henry Kaestner, member 
library board. W.· ~J. Shakespeare is superintendent of the 
Sunday school; James A. Martin, associate; Pearl Garland, 
secretal"y ; James Johnson, treasurer; Lulu Work, organist; 
W. T. Shakespeare, chorister and member library board. 
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W. T. Shakespeare is president of the Religio; W. E. Shake
speare, vice president; Martha Martin, secretary; James A. 
Martin, treasurer; Martha Martin, chorister; Pearl Garland, 
organist; James Johnson, member library board. 

At Leon, Wardell Christy held a series of meetings be
ginning Tuesday, March 9, and continuing until Sunday eve
ning March 21. The attendance was very small at the be
ginning, but increased until at the closing service the church 
house was completely fined. Four of Edward McHarness's 
children gave their names for baptism, but the ordinance was 
postponed until such time as they could go to Davis City, 
where there were better conveniences for baptism. 

At Davis City a series of meetings was begun March 21. 
The opening sermons were preached by Columbus Scott, but 
Wardell Christy was expecting to continue the effort. 

At Oland Columbus Scott and Wardell Christy held meet
ings for about three weeks in January. 

The Pleasanton B.ranch, at its business meeting the first· 
Monday in January, elected Duncan Campbell, president; C. E. 
Morey, priest; T. J. Burch, deacon; Jessie Campbell, clerk; 
Joseph Anderson and F. S. Beach, trustees. T. J. Burch was 
elected superintendent of the Sunday school; Sarah L. Alden, 
associate; Lee Campbell, secretary-treasurer. T. J. Burch is 
president of the Religio; George Morey, vice president; Ethel 
Burch, secretary; Jessie Campbell, treasurer. The four vol
umes of church history were added to the library. 

REPORT FOR APRIL, MAY, JUNE, 1909 

The General Conventions of the Sunday School and Reli
gio Associations were held at Lamoni, beginning April 2 and 
continuing ov:er the 5th. The General Conference was held at 
the same place, beginning as usual on April 6 and continuing 
until the 21st. R. S. Salyards and M. M. TUl'pen, of the high 
priests, and E. B. Morgan, of the seventy, were appointed to 
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labor in the stake. By action of the ones in charge, M. M. 
Turpen was transferred to the Des ;Moines District. W. H. 
Kelley and J. W. Wight had been placed in charge of Mission 
Number 1, which includes Lamoni Stake. 

HIGH COUNCIL 

Elbert A. Smith having been made counselor to the Presi
dent of the church at the General Conference, he resigned the 
office of high councilor in the stake, at a meeting of the council 
held May 25. At this meeting the council approved the 
nomination of Elder Joseph Roberts by Bishop William 
Anderson, to fill the vacancy in his council. This appoint
ment was confirmed by the stake conference in June, and 
Brother Roberts was ordained to said office at Lamoni, Sunday, 
June 20. The council also approved the nomination of R. S. 
Salyards by President John Smith to fill the vacancy in his 
council. This action was confirmed by the June conference, 
and he was ordained at its session on 'Sunday afternoon. 
There was a special meeting of the high· council June 1 to 
consider matters growing out of the recommendation by 
Bishop Anderson that Joseph Roberts be ordained a high 
priest. 

STAKE CONFERENCE 

The conference met with the Hiteman Branch, Saturday, 
June 5, stake presidency in charge, W. R. Dexter and D. J. 
Williams secretaries. The Leon, Hiteman, Lone Rock, Oland, 
Evergreen, Lucas, Centerville, Lamoni, Gre~nville, Pleasan
ton, Graceland, and Allendale Branches reported. Elders 
John Smith, J. F. Garver, Parley Batten, J. S. Snively, Moroni 
Traxler, H. A. Stebbins, D. C. White, M. M. Turpen, E. B. 
Morgan, R. S. Salyards, William Anderson, Duncan Campbell, 
Edward Rowley; Priests W. R. Dexter, J. C. Cackler, Nephi 
Lovell, reported. R. V. Hopkins was chosen to succeed Annie 
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.Allen, who withdrew from the auditing board. The recom
mendation that Joseph S. Anderson, of the Pleasanton Branch, 
be ordained a deacon, was approved. The appointment of the 
time and place of the next conference was left with the stake 
presidency. The recommendation of Roy V. Hopkins to office 
of priest was approved. The resignation of Elbert A. Smith 
as high. councilor of the stake was approved. The selection 
of Brother Salyards as councilor to the stake president was 
approved. J. R. Evans and G. T. Angell reported. R. S. Sal
yards and Roy V. Hopkins were ordained at the Sunday after
noon session. The preaching was by R. S. Salyards, William 
Anderson, and John Smith; E. B. Morgan, Nephi Lovell, J. S. 
Snively, Albert Bowden assisting them. The Sunday after
noon sacrament and social meeting was in charge of J. R. 
Evans and G. T. Angell. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS ORGANIZED 

On May 16, W.,.T. Shakespeare organized a Sunday school 
at Bloomington Center, James Martin, j r., superintendent; 
J. W. Vail, associate; Bertha Devries, secretary; Will Rhodes, 
treasurer; Martha Kaestner, chorister; 33 present. Gospel 
Qu,arterlies and Zion's Praises adopted. C. W. Dillon assisted 
in the service. 

About the same time Moroni Traxler organized a Sunday 
school at the Downey Schoolhouse; 28 members; Arthur 
Heide, superintendent; William Hougas, associate; Christiana 
Jones, secretary; J. S. Snethen, treasurer; Elsie AnnPoush, 
librarian; hour of meeting, 2.30 p. m. 

A Sunday school is in operation at Ward, near Hiteman, 
particulars of which will be given later. 

UTAH ELDERS 

The following item appeared in the Saints' Herald of 
June 16: "Elder Wandless, of the Utah faction is with us and 
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will be joined this week by some ten or twelve other mission
aries. They have been given the use of the church during the 
week." The following is in part an editorial that appeared 
a week later: 

, As stated in the Herald last week, Elder W. L. Wanless, of the 
Utah faction, appeared in our midst as a representative of the mission 
president and elders of their Northern States Mission and desired the 
privilege of being heard in our community. 'Monday last, sixteen of his 
associates arrived. Among them was Elder (':rerman E. Ellsworth, presi
dent of the mission, whose l~eadquarters are at 149 Paulina Street, Chi
cago, Illinois. The church was freely placed at their disposal for evening 
preaching services and for council 01' priesthood meetings during 'the day. 

They occupied Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday evenin.gs. 
T11e Saints turned out in goodly numbers and gave them a respectful 
and attentive hearing without discourteous interruptions of any kind. 
They expressed themselves as highly pleased \\it'll the treatment accorded 
them. We in turn were pleased to greet such a number of representa
tives of the Church of Utah, and were interested in giving them as favor
able an opportunity as possible to present their own side of the questions 
that have been controverted for over half a century. 

As was inevitable, a clash came along doctrinal lines, upon doc
trines of vital importance, doctrines that stand like an admantine bar
rier between us, so that we can never see- alike until they abandon them 
forever or we l'adically change our ideas of godliness, honesty, and mo
rality. 

In this clash our Utah friends were the aggressors, both in public 
and in private, although they stated in the beginning, as usual, that they 
came not for pUl'lJoses of controversy, did not believe in it, and deplored 
our custom of attacking their doctrines and especially'their leaders. This 
statement seemed inconsistent in view of the fact that they immediately 
began a canvass of the tOwn, from house to house, distributing tracts of 
a controversial nature, especially aimed at the Reorganization, in one of 
which (by Joseph F. Smith, jr.,) our work is branded a fraud and OU1' 

officers as im.postors. (See The Reorganized Church '1)8. Salvation for 
the Dead, page 5.) 

Elder Ellsworth led out during a part of both Monday and Tues
day evenings with a plea for ~ympathy. It is his idea that we can never 
understand each other until a bond of love is established. He presented 
a plea for polygamy, but felt hampeTed because we were not i.n a condi
tion of . mind to understand its beauties, even if they were explained to 
us. He brushed blood atonement aside with the statement that he be
lieved in the atonement made by the blood of Jesus and that a murderer 
should have his blood shed. Remarks made by Brigham Young about 
shedding the blood of apostates were dismissed as humorous. Brigham 
was a very dry joker, and possibly some pOOl' fenows,. among the Mor-
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risites and others who wore 'sent to hell across lots,' thought that. he 
carried his humor a little too far. 

Elder Ells"\>vorth declared that he would not be bound by the ut
terances of those men, who spoke in times of streBs and excitement. He 
qualified this repudiation by stating that when the sermon was .. quoted 
entire he would stand by every word of it. He thought that we should 
not qnote extracts from the sermons of Brigham Young and others, but 
should give the entire sermon; however, ]le did not fonow that rule with 
any of the ancient or modern writers from whose works he quoted, and 
evidently for the same reason that we do not quote an eighty-minute ser
mon by Brigham Young in the course of a forty-five minute sernlOn or 
an eight-page tract by ourselves. Elder Ellsworth was the most polished, 
and in some ways, the most capable speaker in the company, but failed 
to make as favorable an impression as was made by some others of the 
elders. 

Wednesday evening Elder Willard Homer launched out on baptism 
for the dead and temple building, attacking what they evidently con
ceive to be the weakest point -in our defense. We will say f.or him that 
his speech was the most frank, open, and manly speech made up to that 
time. He did not plead for sympathy or beat around the bush, but ttJok 
his stand on a principle that he believed to be true and struck out from 
the shoulder iI.1 its defense. Perhaps he was at an advantage 'over his 
brethren who had apologized for polygamy and dodged around blood 
atonement, an ungrateful and trying task. . . . 

Elder Heman C. Smith replied to the efforts of the elders, Thurs
day, Saturday, and Sunday evenings. Elder Ellsworth departed from the 
city Wednesday leavlllg his compatriots to carryon the work, so that 
Brother Heman found himself in a literal affair of sixteen to one. The 
ratio might have been higher (on the other side) without any loss to the 
cause that we represent. His effort Thursday night was to outline the 
apostasy under Brigham Young, and his holding of wholesale rebap-. 
tism, reconfirmation, and reordination, resulting in a new church in the 
valleys of the mountains 'With a plan of salvation and exaltation not 
dreamed of in the days of Joseph. On Friday nigllt our Utah friends 
made no attempt to reply or defend their position, but led out in an at
tack on the early history of the Reorganization, the burden of their ar
gument being that those taking part therein had lost their priesthood 
owing to their previous connection with other fa.ctions .. Saturday night 
Brother Heman continued the line of thought pursued Thursday night; 
and Sunday night he .took up the position and history of the Reorganiza
tion, defending both in a masterly manner .... 

At the close of tho Sunday night service Elder VanDyke presented 
the following paper which was read from the stand: 

LAMONI, IOWA, June 20,1909. 
"To Pnsiding 0 /ficer ,. Dcc[)' Brother: On Thursday evening the 

presiding officer and Elder Heman C. Smith broached the subject of a 
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discussion to some of our elders. While we needed the nights allowed 
us last week to deliver our message and did not' wish to depart from our 
plan, we wish it understood that we are prepared to name a committee 
to arrange preliminaries fo~ a discussion if the a1;lthorities here desire 
one. "W. D. VANDYKE, behalf of elders." 

,To -this the reply was made that the standing offer' made to the 
representatives of the Utah faction when they were here some years ago, 
is still in force: We will meet a properly indorsed representative of the 
Utah Church at any time in debate in Lamoni, provided the debate shall 
be repeated in Salt Lake City. Surely the president of the Northern 
States Mission can so arrange with his general church officials in Salt 
Lake City, unless they are timid regarding the matter. So far as we 
are concerned we have shown our confidence in our position by repeatedly 
opening our, church in Lamoni to, their men and have repeatedly given 
them a ca~eful and courteous hearing. ELBERT A. SMITH. 

BRANCHES 

Hiteman, June 1, W. E. Williams was chosen president; 
J. J. Griffiths, priest; W. E. Evans, teacher; C. E. Burke" 
deacon: W. E. Lane, clerk; John Jenkins, financial clerk; 
Emma Box, organist. 

The Lamoni stake conference was held there June 5, 6; 
two business sessions were held on the 5th, and also a preach
ing service. 'l'he 6th wa~ devoted to Sunday school, preaching, 
sacrament, and social meetings, all enjoyable. John Smi,th 
and J. F. Garver arranged to hold a series of tent meetings 
after the conference, but on account of the continued rains 
and lack of inte;rest but three meetings were held. At other 
times J. R. Evans and John Davis preached for them. 

The Sunday school elected officers June 27. Mary Miller 
was the choice for superintendent; D. J. Williams, associate; 
Maggie Morgan, secretary; Thomas Williams, treasurer; 
George Mayer, librarian;, Edward Giles, chorister; Emma 
Box, organist. 

July 2, the Religio selected D. j. Williams for president; 
W. R. Lane, vice president; -Mae Wilson, secretary; Alex Mil
ler, treasurer; D. J. Williams, chorister; Blanche Adamson, 
organist. 
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The Ellston Branch was l'eported by its secreteary, June 
3, as follows: 

During the winter months we had no preaching until May lG. It 
seemed that when there was no preaching the Sunday school zeal was 
rather low, and some talked of stopping the Sunday school entirely. But 
owing to l'epeated efforts of a few, it was organized again on Sunday, 
May 30, with officers as follows: lVIrs. Bird McConnel, superintendent; 
S. Rush, associate; Jessie M. Wood, secretary; L. E; Anderson, libra
rian; Edith J. Linn, ch.Qrister and organist; H. S. Anderson, treasurer. 
And the church officers as follows: John Anderson, deacon; Charles 
Lent, teacher. Owing to the unsettled condition of the branch, I have 
not brought up the library question as yet. But l\ow, as the branch is 
working again,> will bring it before them soon and see what can be done. 
I fear this is a very incomplete report, but as we have had no business 
meetings it is rather hard to find anything to report on. 

At Leon Ward Christy, assisted by J. F. Garver and 
George W. Thorburn, held meetings the first week in May. 
Grace, Edith, David, .James., and Clara McHarness were bap
tized. Sister Eleanor (Nellie) M. Cooper died at Des Moines, 
May 1 aged 49 years and 3 days. She was buried at Leon, 
May 4. 

At Davis City there were but one or two sermons preached 
dur~ng the quarter. The president, James McDiffit, was sick 
about two months. A new roof was put on the church the 
first week in May. H. O. Hartshorn is priest; R. J. Harmon, 

. deacon; T. M. Walters, secretary and chorister; Veta Scott, 
organist. No prayer meetings have been held since May 1. 
Lulu Scott is treasurer. 

H. O. Hartshorn is superintendent of the Sunday school; 
Sister Walters, associate; .Myrtle Walters, secretary; Alice 
Marble, treasurer; T. M. 'vValters, chorister; Veta Scott, 
organist. 

At Allendale there is little doing; the stake officers and 
others preach there occasionally, 

At Oland six were baptized May 30 by the branch presi
dent, R. S. Salyards. There has been preaching by J. W. 
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Wight, J. S. Snively, D. D. Young, F. A. Smith, E. A. Smith, 
and R. S. Salyards. 

At Gl'eenville there has been preaching by Bishop William 
Anderson, Moroni Traxler, H. A. Stebbins several times. At 
New Buda, or the McDaniel Schoolhouse, as it is sometimes 

. called, being in the precincts of the Greenville Branch, some 
have been baptized by Moroni Traxler. He and Nephi Lovell, 
H. A. Stebbins, A. S. Cochran, S. K. Sorensen, Joseph Roberts, 
and Albert Carmichael have preached there. 

At Andover, where there is no organized branch, there 
is a flourishing Sunday school, of. which the sessions al~e held 
at.10 a. m., and the, preaching at 8 p. m. J. S. Snively, Eli 
Hayer, C. L. Albertson, John Smith, Moroni Traxler, Nephi 
Lovell, G.W. Day have held services there. 

At the Downey Schoolhouse, where ther.e are a Sunday 
school and some Saints, blJt no branch organization, there 
have been services. by John Spaulding, Moroni Traxier, Nephi 
Lovell, John Smith, C. L. Albeli;son, J. oS. Snively. 

At the Baker Schoolhouse there has been preaching by 
JamesM. Kelley, J. W. Wight, F. A. Smith, R. M. Elvin, 
Moroni Traxler, Roy Young, John Smith. 

At Bloomington Center where there isa Sunday school, 
service has been rendered by C. W. Dillon, W. T. Shakespeare, 
John Smith, Roy Young, R. M. Elvin, Moroni Traxler, F. A. 
Smith. 

At the Thompson Schoolhouse W. R. Dexter has done 
service. 

The Lamoni Branch has, for the most part, furnished the 
speakers for the above places. 

The Pleasanton Branch, on June 28, lost by death· its 
chorister, Sister ,Mary Ellen Anderson. Lost by removal Sis
ter Almira Bicknell, and the children of Jacob Bicknell from 
the Sunday school. 
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OLAND.-;-,-The membership is now 53. R. S. Salyards is. 
president; Roy E. Haskins, priest; Clarence Bootman, teacher,. 
Ernest E. Haskins, deacon; Bertha Hasldns. secretary. 
Preaching services are held every Sunday night and two Sun
day mornings of each month; the first Sunday morning of 
each month sacrament and prayer services are held. Preach-
ing by Joseph Roberts, R. J. Lambert,W. T. Shakespeare, 
R. S. Salyards, R. M~ Elvin, J. F. Garver, and G. W. Blair .. A 
good lively Sunday school was built up' here, but owing to sick~ 
ness the attendance is not as large as at first. Roy E. Haskins. 
is superintendent; Will Johnston, assistant; Maude Snively, 
secretary. The Religio has been discontinued. 

PLEASANTON.-The branch is being rapidly weakened by 
removals. The teacher of the branch who was also superin
tendent of the Sunday school, and secretary of the branch, 
with his family, moved R\Vay last winter. In September the 
deacon, who was also superintendent of the Sunday school 
and president of the Religio, moved with .his family. A new 
aeacon was ordained, but his family was broken up by the 
death of his wife and he was obliged to move away, whel'e his 
children could be cared for. Charles E. Morey was elected 
superintendent of the ,sunday school in place of T. J. Burch, 
removed. The meetings of the Religio were postponed from 
July 1 to October 1. There has been preaching by Duncan. 
Campbell,M: M~ Turpen, J. R. Lambert, H. A. Stebbins, C. Eo 
Morey. 

LEON .~Preaching services are held the last Sunday of 
each month, and J . .:F. Garver, Duncan Campbell, and Gomer R. 
Wells have served in that capacity the last quarter. A faith
ful few do their utmost to keep the Sunday school going. 

DAVIS CITY.-· There lias been preaching by J. F. Garver, 
W. T. Shakespeare, F. M. Weld, Gomer T. Wells, Moroni Trax
ler, A. C. Anderson. 
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GREENVILLE.----,Children's Day was duly observed July 18. 
The forenoon was occupied by Children's Day program of 
various excellent numbers, including an address to the children 
by J. F. Garver. A basket dinner of a most inviting char
acter followed, and on the whole the occasion was happy. 
Brother Garver preached at 4 p. m. Other speakers during 
the quarter: R. J. Lambert, Joseph Roberts, Roy Young, 
Moroni Traxler, G. W. Day. 

LONE RocK.-R. J. Lambert and Joseph Roberts, of the 
stake bishopric, ministered on Sunday, during the quarter. No 
report from there. 

OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST 

WARD.-This is a new mining camp about three miles 
from Hiteman, Iowa. The company by the last of August had 
built twenty-three new houses and were €xpecting to build a 
good many more. Edward H. Rowley, assisted by G. W. Hull 
and John Jervis, began gospel work there about the middle of 
March,and at the same time a Sunday school was organized 
with the following officers: Edward Rowley, superintendent; 
Alice Thomas,assistant; F. G. Hull, secretary; G. W. Hull, 
treasurer; Edward Williams, librarian. The services were at 
first held in the miners' hall, but expected that by the first of 
October they would have a place of their own. Under date of 
August 31, G. W. Hull wrote to the Het'ald an account of the 
effort made to secure a church house as follows: 

We held a business meeting and appointed a committee to see the 
bishop. about the Cleveland church. These Saints all helped to build it 
and the bishop thought they were entitled to it and gave us permission 
to move it. The next thing was to get the lease and raise the money. 
Brother Ed. Rowley and Dave Thomas . took a paper. and saw the lleople 
about the mine and got a good amount, with what we put in ourselves, 
but not enough. Brother Dave Thomas, being a good hustler and ac
quainted at Albia, canvassed the town and in one day collected one hun
dred and thirty dollars, making in all four hundred dollars. We have 
the contract let and it will be on the Jot ready for use in thirty days. 
Then we will paint and paper it. The cost will be about four hundred 
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and fifty dollars. The larger part, of course, comes from outside people. 
We have been censored by some of the Saints for going to the outside 
for help. Well, if we had depended on the Saints for help we would 
never have had a church here; not at present, anyway. There are al
ways some who will not work and complain when they see athers work
ing, but' the church will be here and God will reward those who have 
helped in this good work. Do you want others to receive a reward? If 
so, give them a chance to help in some good work. We have three local 
elders 11ere now, and will Ilave a priest and another elder soon. Brothel' 
John Jervis and Ed. Rowley and myself are tIle elders. 

ANDOVEE.-The movement to build a church here is get
ting under way. At a meeting held here Saturday, August 21, 
a building committee was appointed, consisting of Gus Berg
man, Samuel Bierlein, Arthur Heide, John Smith, and William 
Anderson. The following were selected for a soliciting com
mittee: Isaac Copp, O. E. Lane, R. S. Salyards, Mark Stanley, 
and Miss Bertha ,snively. The. church as planned will be of 
cement and will be twenty-six by thirty feet in size. Sand and 
other material is being hauled to the ground at latest reports. 
During ~hequarter there, has been preaching by Moroni Trax;
ler, J. F. Ga,rver, A. C. Al1derson, F. M. Weld, R, J. :L.ambert, 
Joseph RobeI,1;~, Roy Young, R. ~L Elvin, W. T. Shakespeare. 

,ELLSTON.-Thel'e was service by G. M. Jamison, H. A. 
Stebbins, John Smith. 

NEW BUDA, McDaniel Schoolhouse ........... Moroni Traxler bap:
tized six and preached several times; al~o Albert Carmichael, 
R. M. Elvin, R. J. Lambert, .Joseph Roberts, E. C. Briggs, 
J. F. Garver. 

DOWNEY.-Moroni Tr~xler, R. 'M. Elvin, J. F. Garver, 
C. J. ,Peat, R. J. Lambert, Joseph Roberts, A. C. Anderson. 

CENTER.-G. W. Blair, S. K. Sorensen, C. J. Peat, G. M. 
Jamison, H. H. Gold, D. C. White, and Frank Hackett, Brother 
Schofield. 

BAKER.-Frank Hackett, C. J. Peat, G. M. Jamison, G. W. 
Blair, H. H. Gold, Brother Schofield, S. K. Sorensen, D. C. 
White. 
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THOMPSON .-H. A. Stebbins, E. C. Briggs, Gomer R. 
Wells, and J. F. Garver. 

STAKE BISHOPRIC 

R. J. Lambert and Joseph Roberts, of the stake bishop
ric, have been active in their labors in those branches that 
could be reached by team on Sundays. They visited Greenville, 
Lone Rock, Oland, New Buda, Downey, Andover, Evergreen, 
and with Bishop Anderson they ministered at Lamoni. 

DEATHS 

Sister Mary Ellin, wife of Brother Jose-ph S. Anderson, 
died at Pleasanton, Iowa, June 28, in her twenty-fourth year. 
She was branch chorister. 

Sister Lyda Ann Moffett, of the Pleasanton Br:anch, died 
at the home of her son, J. J. Moffet, Kellerton, Iowa, July 22, 
aged 83 years, 10 months, 4 days. 

William D. Cutler died at the Saints' Home, Lamoni, Au
gust 29, aged 95 years, 4 months, and 27 days. United with 
the church in 1842. 

REPORT FOR JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, 1909 

DEATH OF THE PRESIDING PATRIARCH 

Alexand<;r H. Smith, Presiding Patriarch of the church, 
died at Nauvoo, Ttlinois, August 12, aged 71 years, 2 months, 
and 10 days, having been born in the town of Far West, 
CaJdwell County, Missouri, June 2, 1838. He had been in 
attendance at the reunion held at Park Bluff, which closed its 
sessions the Sunday evening previous to his death, 

and took part V'lith pleasure in all the meetings, greeting SaInts and 
old friends with his usual good cheer and genuine delight. Sunday night 
he preached the closing sermon of the reunion with usual vigor and was 
apparently feeling well, and in excellent spirits. Monday he crossed to 
Nauvoo and visited old acquaintances, expecting to go Tuesday to Bur
lington, stopping at the mansion, still his property, but occupied by his 
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wife's brother, John Kendall. In the afternoon he complained of feel
ing unwell, and his niece, Mrs. Ross, brought home remedies to his aid, 
but 'he grew worse and continued to grow worse through Tuesday and 
Tuesday night, Brother and Sister Mark Siegfried adding their atten
tions to those of the family, and these joined now by the help of Brother 
Smith's stenographer, Brothel' William Dexter. A physician was called, 
who gave them no hope, and his family was called. His oldest daughter, 
Mrs. Heman C. Smith, reached him on the morning of Wednesday, the 
11th. She immediately dispatched for her mother. Accompanied by her 
grandson, Glaud, and daughter, "WIrs. Coral Horner, Sister Lizzie reached 
Nauvoo Friday morning, but found another messenger had gone before, 
and she must meet the first bitter hours of widowhood in the home of her 
bridal days. Amid the wreck and ruin left of former happy and beauti~ 
ful scenes, she looked upon the silent form of one who had never before 
failed to answer when she called him. 

The patriarch had lived in Lamoni since 1891, a,nd thither
his body was brought for burial and laid away in Rosehill 
Cemetery, Sunday, August 15, a funeral sermon having been 
preached by Elder Joseph Luff, of Independence, Missouri. 

THE STAKE REUNION 

The organizatIOn was effected Saturday forenoon, August 
28, by choosing the stake presidency and missionaries in 
charge to preside. But one 0f the ministers in charge, J. W. 
Wight, was present. The preachers were: F. G. Pitt, Elbert A. 
Smith, John Smith, Heman C. Smith, J. \V. Wight, J. F. Gar
ver, F. M. Smith, J. R. Lambert, Albert Carmichael, Gomer T. 
Wells, E. B. Morgan, R. 'M. Elvin,C. H. Jones, F. A. Smith, 
E. L. Kelley. The music was in charge of Df\.vid 'and Roxanna 
Anderson. Tuesday and Friday afternoons were devoted to 
recreation; Saturday afternoon the business meeting was 
held; the other afternoons were occupied with Sunday school 
and Religio work, except that one afternoon was given mainly 
to the library work. Of the reunion G. R. Wells wrote the 
Ensign as follows: 

The general verdict seems to be: "Not up to last year." Various 
reasons are assigned, the main one being that it came too close after the 
Chautauqua. It is said that the prayer meetings have not been as lively 
.as last year, nor as well attended as formerly. There has been some 
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;rain and very cool weather; that may account for part of the decadence. 
The preaching has been pronounced as good as usual. A gloom was 
-cast over the camp at the beginning through the death of Sister F. G . 
. Pitt. The camp would have benefited py their presence. Brothel' Pitt's 
whole-souled singing has been missed .... The experiment of having 
:two afternoons for recreation did not succeed. That is, it did not com
,mend itself to the judgment of the majority. The business meeting voted 
it out for next year and gave the time to the Daughters of ,Zion and the 
college. The other auxiliaries are to have a s,hare; thus five afternoons 
will be occupied. Some people came from a distance those days to re
ceive spiritual food and found only recreation and amusement. This 
,sort is "lying around loose" and they said they could get it every day 
,and everywhere. People who are lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God are numerous enough without the children of God swelling their 
,ranks. The general sentiment here seems to be, Our young people do not 
,exhibit any greater desire for spiritual matters; do not attend the serv-

, ices any better; and-well, church reunions are not the place for that 
.sort of thing, anyhow. Two sisters were put on the committee for next 
year. 1t was decided to make an effort to' purchase the grounds. At 
,present they are leased for five years, three' having expired. The water 
was better this year and notwithstanding cold and rain the health of the 
-camp was above the average. The business meeting raised the standard 
.a little higher by declaring that the ice cream and candy stall must not 
run on Sundays. It is better to satisfy an enlightened conscience than 
a pampered palate, Conscience scored well this time. There were sev
,enty-five tents erected and seventy-five to ninety families camping. 

The interests of the colleg~ were presented by Professor Woodstock, 
F. B. Blair, and President Gunsolley. A committee of seven for a re
union next year were chosen, John Smith, Samuel Shakespeare, Joseph 
.Roberts, J. F. Garver, Mrs., J. W. Wight, Mrs. Charles Goode, W. A. 
France. 

The librarian, Sister Nellie M. Anderson, furnishes the 
following information: The library work seems to be in a fair 
condition in six branches of the stake, having received, full re
ports from Centerville,Evergreen, Graceland, Hiteman, La
moni, and Leon for six months ending June 30. Have received 
communications from Lone Rock, Lucas, Pawnee, and Pleasan
ton concerning the library work, but no statistical reports 
.from these places. Davis City and Greenville have never .been 
.heard from. At the reunion one -afternoon was principally 
devoted to library work. The reading of papers by Brother 
,Campbell, Brother Garver, and ,sister Morant. -Some little 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



80 JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

discussion was given to the subject also. The time occupied 
by the Sunday school and the Religio was mostly taken up by 
papers, recitations, music, readi'ngs. 

THE BRANCHES 

HlTEMAN.-At the regular business meeting, Octobei' 5, 
W.· E. Williams, branch president, tendered his resignation; 
it was accepted, alld William Wilson was chosen to fill the 
unexpired term. Brother Williams has gone to Colorado to 
secure work and for the benefit of his health. W. E. Evans 
having tendered his resignation as teacher, Samuel Rowley . . 

was chosen to fill out the unexpired term. Stake Sunday 
School Superintendent W. T. Shakespeare visited there August 
22, and addressed the Sunday school. Preaching at 11 o'clock. 
W. E. Shakespeare occupied in the evening. E. B. Morgan 
occupied morning and evening, August 29. He heM a series 
of meetings, September 1~ to 21, and occupied again morning 
and evening, the 26th. Roy Young, president stake Religio, 
occupied the evening hour October 3, in the interest of the 
Religio. 

ALLENDALE.-Brother E. W. Whorlow makes the follow
ing statement: I am very sorry to tell you the condition of our 
branch. The last time we had Sunday school was July 21, 1907. 
I went several times after that; no one came. We don't have 
branch meetings of any kind. Is that not more than a shame? 
I have tl'ied hard to get the Saints to have prayer meeting 
every Sunday, but they will not see it is their duty. Ithought 
I would try and see them all again to see what we can do. Pray 
for us all that we may turn to the Lord and do our duty which 
he requires of us. This last summer they collected a few dol
lars to have preaching; we sent word to Brother J ohnSmith 
and he sent Brother H. A. Stebbins, June 13, Brother R. S. 
Salyards, June 30. There was a preacher came down in 
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May; II don't know his name. Brother William Birk is the 
teacher of our branch. The Christian people are using our 

church house for all purposes . 

. LA:MONI.~The Religio elected the following officers in 
July: R. V. Hopkins, president; J. W. Barr, vice president; 
Nellie M. Anderson, secretary; R. V. Hopkins was not present 
when elected and resigned before taking up his duties; 
Rufus T. Willey was elected to fill the vacanc~. O. W. Parker 
was elected to the office of presiding teacher to fill the vacancy 
due to the removal of J. Arthur Lane to Pisgah, Iowa, early in 
the s}Jring. The Sunday school elected the following officers, 
January 1. 1909, for one year: George W. Blair, superintend
ent: J. Arthur Lane, nrst assistant, removed, and Oscar 
Anderson was chosen for the place; Charles B. Woodstock, 
second assistant; Anna Salyards, third assistant; Callie B. 
Stebbins, fourth assistant; H. H. Gold, secretary; Earl Bandy, 
assistant; W. A. Grenawalt, treasurer. The Sunday evening 
meetings in t~e park were not so much of a success this sum
mer as last, owing to so much rain, and were not continued 
after the reunion. A Chautauqua was held in August for 
about a week, giving much satisfaction. Eminent speakers 
and efficient musicians filled up the program. It will be noted 
later that many of the ministry of the branch were actively 
employed in filling appointments in the surrounding country. 

P A WNEE.-There has been 110 change in the officers of the 
branch. The branch priest has not attended a single meeting 
since elected, although invited several times to attend and 
preach. The,teacher has not been very active, having attended 
but two or three 'meetings in three months. No visiting has 
been done. But few come out to meeting, Sunday school is 
small and there is no Religio. On the whole conditions are 
discouraging. 
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CENTERVILLE.-David Archibald is president of the 
branch; A. W. Bodon, priest; David Taylor, teacher; R. E. 
Evans, deacon; Theda Duckworth, clerk. Fred Cousins is su
perintendent of the Sunday school; Alfred Robey, assista'nt; 
Grace Robey, secretalJ"; Theda Duckworth treasurer. John 
Amos is president of the Religio; G. T. Angell, vice president; 
A. W. Boden, secretary; Mary Amos, treasurer. 

GRACELAND.-There is no change in the officers of the 
branch. Rillie M. Baker is superintendent of the Sunday 
school; A. L. Keen, assistant; D. Edith Cackler, secretary; 
Erma Crookes, treaRurer; Zora E. Baker chorister; D. Edith 
Cackler, organist and library commissioner; A. L. Keen, jltni
tor. A. L. Keen is president and janitor of the Religio; 
D. Edith . Cackler, vice president; Leta Stemm, secretary; 
Evaline Cackler, treasurer; Rillie lVI. Baker, chorister; Mag
gie ,stemm, organist and library commissioner. 

LucAS.--John J. Watkins is president of the branch; 
Thomas Hopkins, priest; J. W. Talbot, teacher; John P. 
Thomas, deacon; J. W. Talbot, secretary ; Thornas Hopkins, 
treasurer and chorister; John E. Evans, financial secretary. 
J. W. Talbot is superintendent of the Sunday school ; Thomas 
Hopkins, assistant and chorister; Janetta Thomas, secretarY; . 
Katie Batten, treasurer; Janet Evans, library commissioner; 
Margaret Campbell, organist. There has been 110 Religio for 
over a year; the home class started last fall has been discon
tinued. The attendance at the Sunday school averages about 
twenty-five ; interest not very good. The branch officers, to
gether with Eo, B. Morgan and J. R. Evans, have attended to 
the regular preaching; special efforts by John Davis, April 15 
to 18; John Garver, May 18, 19; R. S. Salyards, series street 
meetings, July 26 to August 8, with good and increasing at
tendance and interest. As may be expected, when an industry 
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goes down, those who dep,end upon it have to seek other fields; 
so it is with Lucas. Of 170 members reported to last Febru~ 
ary conference, 50 remain and about half attend Sunday aft
ernoons. Except business meetings the regular church meet
ings are not neglected, the attendance being light, with excep
tion of Sunday afternoons, which generally show up good. IIi
terest is dull; a few faithful ones maintain the work. Of the 
work at Lucas and Graceland; Brother J. R. Evans says: . 

The work.at Lucas is not in as good condition as it might be. We 
hold regular meetings now, as we used to do, but there are only a few 
of the Saints that do attend. Some of the brethren are away from home 
working at other places and come home once i:(l, a while. That is quite 
discouraging to those families, ,especially where the family is large; it 
makes the mother's burden quite heavy and she is not ·able to attend 
meetings as she would like to. Those brethren that are home (they are 
few) are doing the best they can under the circumstances. Some are 
working about at what they can get to do in Lucas and around about. 
Some of them are working during the winter in the old Chariton shaft 
neal' Brother John Watkins' place, but the work there is so hal'd and poor 
that very few men feel to work there. Those that are working there do 
so for the sake of being home with their families. These conditions 
have a good deal to do to affect the spiritUal condition of the work here; 
still I do believe we could do much better than we are doing if we would 
put our tlllst more in God. We seem to forget him to some degree when 
we are in sueh conditions and our minds are burdened with the cares of 
the present life, and that affects the spiritual side of our life. I cannot 
say that the, work here is in bad condition under the ci,rcumstances; still 
I can see that it could be in better condition than it is if the Saints 
could put their whole trust in the Lord. Brother R;. S. Sa1yards labored 
with us for about two weeks this summer. I am told he did well preach
ing at the band stand, and people outside of the church in town speak 
well of his efforts. The local brethren al'e doing as well as could be ex
pected of them, considering the condition. The Cleveland church is 
taken down to be moved to Ward, near Hiteman. I am not able to see 
anything better to be done for the work. at Lucas than to continue to 
preach as Brother Salyards did, in the town on the street, or at the hand 
stand, When the weather is favorable, and at the church when it is not 
suitable on the street. I feel very sorry I was not able to attend the 
meetings when Brother Salyards was here. Of late I have been able to 
attend the meetings on Sunday better than for some time in the past. I 
have preachecl twice, trusting the Lord to bless his Saints here to do 
their part well. I have not been at Graceland since Brother Garver was 
there last winter, but I see some of the Saints. from there quite often. 
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Sister Cackler was here yesterday. I understand from her that the work 
there is about the same as usual. I think the same about Graeeland as 
I do about Lucas, that preaching is the best thing to do to build up the 
work. I believe there are many people at both places that believe in the 
teaching of the church, and with some help from the brethren from other 
points, the work could be given encouragement and bring others into it. 

EVERGREEN.-The branch officers remain the same. 
Martin is superintendent of the .sunday school; James John
son, assistant; Ruth Martin secretary. There has been preach~ 
ing by Gomer Wells, Roderick May, J. R Lambert, Joseph 
Roberts, J. Charles May, James Martin. W. E. Shakespeare 
presides over the Religio. R. lVI. Young, vice president, a~d 
Martha Martin, sec:retary. 

THE QUORUMS OF THE STAKE 

The quorums of Lamoni Stake are: The Fifth Quorum 
of Elders, Lamoni Stake Quorum of Priests, Second Quorum 
of Teachers, Second Quorum Of Deacons. The quorum~ re
ported to the General Conference of 1909 as follows: 

FIFTH QUORUM OF ELDERS 

To the General ConfM'enceo/ 1909; (,'J'BGting: Under instructions 
of President F. M. Smith, the Fifth Quorum of Elders met August 2, 
1908, and effected a readjustment of membership by dro-pping the names 
of all members not resident in the Lamoni Stake and enrolling the names 
of elders holding membership in the branches of the stake who were not 
already members of the quorum. 

Our present membership is 56 and many of these are quite aged 
and infirm and more or Jess incapacitated for ministerial labor, hence 
our report of labor performed will be smaller than heretofore. 

Since last General Conference we have held six sessions, and now 
hold regular meetings on the third Sunday of each month for the trans
action of business and the discussion of timely subjects of interest and 
importance to us in our calling, 

We have held one joint session with the Cjuorums of the Aaronic 
priesthood of the Lamoni Stake, and arrangements l',:l.ve been made for 
the holding of similar sessions every three months. 

We appreciate the advantage of a centralized membership, enabling 
us to get more closely in touch with the real wOl'k of our calling. 

Thirty-eight of our numbel' reported the following labor for the 
nine months ending December 31, 1!l08: Whole number of services at-
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tended, 2,068; sermons preached, 275; times in charge, 525; baptized, 39; 
,eonfirmed, 44; assisted in ordaining, 1; organized 2 Sunday schools and 
1 Religio; performed 8 marriages; blessed 37 children; and administered 
to 998 sick. One has labored under general conference appointment dur-

, ing the year: 8 have acted as branch presidents; 5 as branch visiting offi
eel's: 1 as branch teacher; 1 church recorder; 1 assistant superintendent 
of stake Sunday' school association; 1 superintendent and treasurer of 

, local Sunday school; and 2 presidents of Religio. 
We hope by our improved facilities for' quorum work to better 

qualify ourselves for the work intrusted to our care, and that our serv
ices may become more valuable to the church and to'the l\iaster. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C. 1. CARPENTER, President, 
'CHARLES B. WOODSTOCK, Secretary. 

LAMONt, IOWA, April 8, 1908. ' 

Both the president and secretary of the above quorum 
have been asked to furnish a list of its membership for this 
history, but without result. 

LAMONI STAKE QUORUM OF PRIESTS 

To the Presidency and General Conference; Greeting: As this is 
bur first report since the, reorganization of quorums in stakes and dis
tricts, we beg leave to report to you that on the 13th of ,April, at 11 a. m., 
we met in quorum meeting in the basement of the church. There were 
7 members present; received 3 neW members, into the quorum. As a 
quorum we cannot give a full report, Ij.S some of the members did not 
know where to send theil;" report. A good number of sermons have been 
preached by the quorum, some marriages solemnized, and such other 
work as duty requires., All who did report expressed a desire to press 
forward in the work. 

In conclusio,n, we pray that God's Spirit may continue with, us the 
remainder of the conference, and lead by his Spirit through the journey 
of life. JAMES J. JOHNSON, Secretary. 

April 14. 

The officers of the above quorum are: S. D. Shippy, presi
dent ; Nephi Lovell, first counselor; I. A. Monroe, second coun
selor; James J. Johnson, secretary and treasurer. The mem
bers are: Russell" Archibald, Albert W. Boden, Jacob C. 
Cackler, Green Cloyd, John S. Evans, John T. Evans, John J. 
Griffiths, Roy E. Haskins, Joseph B. Harp, H. H. Hartshorn, 
Frank P. Hitchcock, Thomas Hopkins, James J. Johnson, 
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John N. Kephart, Nephi Lovell, I. A. Monroe, C. E. Morey, 
James H. :YI:artin, Edward McHarness, Rdward E. Marshall, 
John L. Morgan, Samuel E. Pinkerton, William W. Post, S. D. 
Shippy, David J. Williams, Albert Whorlow, James N. Wilkin
son. 

SECOND QUORUM OF TEACHERS 

To General Conference; Ass&mbled: We, the Second Quorum of 
Teachers, having been l'eorganized according to instructions and ad"vice 
of President F. M. Smith on the twenty-ninth of June, 1908, desire to 
report as follows: Membership of quorum to be confined to the teachers 
of Lamoni and Evergreen Branches. Present membership 17. Those re
pOl·ting have labored as follows: Meetings attended, 1,151; in charge of 
meetings, 8a; assisted in meetings, 31 j visits made, 173; difficulties set
tled, 28; sermons preached, 24. 

Members of our quorum have labored in Sunday school and Religio 
as follows: 1 as superintendent of local Sunday school; 1 as assistant 
superintendent of local Sunday school; 1 as vice president of local Re
ligio; 1 as president of stake Religio association; 1 as superintendent of 
stake Sunday schqol association. We have held twelve meetings since be
ing organized-meetings held regularly the second Monday in each 
month. Respectfully suhmitted, 

W. E. SHAKESPEARE, Sect'eta.ry. 
LAMONI, IOWA, April 4, 1909. 

SECOND QUORUM OF DEACONS 

To t.he Geiw1'al Conference; Greeting: Since our last report toyou;r 
honorable body under date of March 30, 1908, we have held eight sessions 
and have met once with the other quorums of the Lamoni Stake in a 
joint session. 

On July 12, 1909, President F. M. Smith, of the First Presidency, 
met with us for the purpose of reorganizing the quorum. The only 
change found necessary was the dropping of the nonresident members, 
only three in number, which was done, and then two new members were 
received, namely, Brothers Charles E. Blair and Clarence Skinner, both 
of whom are residents of Lamoni. 

As we had previously had one vacancy, this left us with ten mem
bers after the reorganization of the quorum, and on January 10, 1909, 
the quorum was filled by the addition of Brothers W. A. Grenawalt and 
J. E. Anderson, who had been ordained on that date. 

At the l'corganization of the quorum, it was determined that the 
future membership should consist of those resident in and members of 
the Lamoni Branch. 
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One of our number is presiding deacon of the Lamoni Branch and. 
nearly all of the memllers of the quorum are more or less actively en
gaged in branch work. 

Weare holding regular monthly meetings in which we discuss ways 
and means relative to branch work and topics of interest to the quorum, 
for we are desirous of bringing ourselves up to a greater state of effi
ciency for the work that,is at_our hands to be done. And we want to do 
our full share of the work that will help further the interests of the 
cause of Christ. To this end, we are your colaborers, 

LAMONI, IOWA, April 7, 1909. 

CHARLES F. CHURCH, Preside.nt. 
W. B. PAUL, Secretary. 

The following are the officers and members of the above 
quorum: C. F. Church, president; Daniel Anderson, counselor; 
George V. Brown, counselor; W. B. Paul, secretary and treas
urer; W. J. Mather, Alfred Lovell, A. M. Doxtater, L. S. 
Wight, C. E. Blair, W. A. Grenawalt, J. E. Anderson, T. J. 
Burch. 

THE STAKE BISHOPRIC 

The counselors ministered at Pleasanton, Davis City, La
moni, Andover, and New,Buda. Bishop Anderson, accompa
nied by Elder J. S. Snively, visited the branches in the north
ern part of the stake in November. A leaflet bearing the 
signatures of Bishop William Anderson, Joseph Roberts, and 
Richard J. Lambert, having to do with finances, was sent to 
the members of the different branches in December. 

JOINT CONVENTIONS 

Conventions of the stake Sunday school and Religio were 
held at Evergreen, October 28, 29, in charge of the respective 
officers. The program provided for a half hour devoted to 
cradle roll in charge of Callie B. Stebbins, and a half hour de
voted to home department work by A. L. Keen, a program 
given by the joint societies, normal work by J. A. Gunsolley, a 
joint prayer meeting, _and business session. 
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STAKE CONFERENCE 

The twenty-sixth conference of the stake was held with 
Evergreen Branch, October 30, 31, the stake presidency in 
charge, C. I. Carpenter serving as secretary pro tem, and 
choosing for his assistant F. M. Weld. Centerville Branch 
reported 75 members, net gain 2; Davis City 105, net gain 3; 
Evergreen 124, net loss 2; Graceland 25, no change; Green
ville 50, net loss 1; Hiteman 171, net gain 2; Lamoni 1,597, 
net gain 8; Leon 42, no change; Lucas 165, net loss 4; Pleas
anton 94, net gain 1; Lone Rock 87, net gain 1; Pawnee 26, 
net loss 6; John Smith, R. S. Salyards, J. F. Garver, Duncan 
Campbell, Moroni Traxler, J. S. Snively, H. A. Stebbins, E. B. 
MOl'gan, W. T. Shakespear€, G. T. Angell, Joseph Roberts, and 
R. M. Young, of the ministry, reported. The Sunday school 
and Religio conventions reported. The stake bishop reported. 
L. A. Gould resigned as secretary of th€ stake and H. H. Gold 
was chosen to fill the vacancy. A. L. Keen and W. E. Shal{es
peare were approved for the office of priest on recommenda
tion of their respective branches. 

STAKE PATRIARCH JOSEPH R. LAMBERT 

In order to provide for the emergency arising from the 
death of Presiding Patriarch Alexander H. Smith, the follow
ing notice appeared in The Saints' Hera.ld of August 25, under 
the caption, "Notice to patriarchs": 

Until further notice Brother Joseph R. Lambert, patriarch, at La
,moni, Iowa, will be in charge of the patriarch's office and look after the 
business heretofore done by Patriarch Alexander H. Smith. All patri
archs or others having business with the patriarch's ,office will communi
cate with Brother Joseph R. Lambert, who will have charge of the office 
and look after the receiving and receipting for blessings sent for record, 
and the subsequent recording of the same. JOSEPH SMITH. 

August 20, 1909. 

Pursuant to this appointment Patrim'ch Lambert had a 
short address published in 11 erald of September 20, under the 
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heading, "The Order of Evangelists," calling their attention 
to the oI'der to be observed in the carrying on of their work, 
and desirIng to have a brief letteI' from each one of them. The 
address was dated September 15. 

A second communication, dated December 8, appeared in 
Herald of December 29, indicating that the request for a brief 
letter from each one of the patriarchs was honored with but 
one response. 

THE BRANCHES 

The following from the correspondent of the Lone Rock 
Branch was received too late for the former report. It is dated 
October 11, 1909: 

It has been some time since I have reported to you. Please pardon 
me for my carelessness. The first of April our Sunday school officers 
were elected and there has been no change, as we organize but once a 
year. The superintendent is Moses Sandage; assistant, Ada Jones; 
treasurer, Emanuel Sandage; secretary, Olga Smith; assistant treasurer, 
Emanuel Sandage; secretary, Olga Smith; assistant, Maud Kindred; li
brarian, Elmer Bowen; assistant, Orval Sandage; chorister, Clara Jones; 
organist, Carrie McPeek; assistant, Clara Jones. Sunday school is doing 
very well, but not so well as it was in the spring. 

The branch officers are: President, Price McPeek; priest, C. H. 
Jones; teacher, Moses Sandage. There have been five baptisms, and one 
removal by letter. T. J. Bell and C.< H. Jones are the main speakers; 
most every month some one else preaches, but no other is holding regu
lar appointments. Sunday school is at ten o'clock and preaching at 
eleven every Sunday except the first Sunday, which is sacrament; not 
any night meetings. I forgot to name some of the branch officers. Clerk, 
Matie Sandage; treasurer, Emanuel Sandage; chorister, Matie Sandage; 
organi$ts, Clara Jones and Carrie McPeek; both were elected, as it was 
a tie, and we assist each other. I believe this is all that is necessary 
now. CARRIE MCPEEK. 

LAMONI.-College Day was observed October 3; $416.26 
was raised for the college and more expected. Carrie Nation 
lectured to a full house October 26. Parents' Day wasob
served by the Sunday school November 11. Thanksgiving 
services were held at the Saints' church on the appointed day. 
The Decatur County Historical Society held its annual meet-
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ing at the Saints' chapel November 23, Heman C. Smith pre
siding, R. S. Salyards secretary. Usual Sunday school enter
tainment Christmas Eve. December 27 the Sunday school 
elected the following officers for 1910: G. W. Blair, superin
tendent; Oscar Anderson, .first assistant; C. B. Woodstock, sec
ond assistant; Mrs. Anna Salyards, third assistant; Mrs. Cal
lie B. Stebbins, fourth assistant; Earl Bandy, secretary; Annie 
Allen, treasurer; and Ruby Summers, member of library 
board. 

HITEMAN.-Roy Young, stake president of the Religio, oc
cupied the evening hour, October 3, in the interest of the so
ciety. Oct?ber 5, W. E. Williams tendered his resignation as 
president of the branch and William Wilson was chosen to fill 
out the unexpired term; W. E. Ev.ans resigned as presiding 
teacher and Samuel Rowley was chosen to fill the vacancy for 
the unexpired term. Elder John Harp held meetjngs October 
6 to 10. Josiah Mitchell, an old man of 77 years, was bap
tized October 16; a young sister was baptized the same day. 
November 4, Elders Pace and Bunderson, of the Utah Church, 
held forth on the true successor of the church; E. B. Morgan 
replied on the 7th; on the 8th Elder Pa·ce spoke again, and on 
the following evening Elder Morgan made an able reply. 
Bishop Anderson, with J. S. Snively, occupied in the interest 
of the finance department, November 21 to 24. 

At the regular business meeting of the branch, December 
7, officers were elected for the ensuing term as follows: Wil
liam Wilson, president; D. J. Williams, priest; Samuel Row
ley, teacher; Robert Zimmerman, deacon; W. R. Lane, clerk; 
E. J. Giles, chorister; Emma Box, organist. 

The Sunday school, December 26, elected E. J. Giles su
perintendent; D. J. Williams assistant; Mary Miller, second 
assistant; Stella Barker, secretary; Thomas Williams, treas-
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urer; George Mayer, librarian; J. L. Morgan, chorister; Emma 
Box, organist. 

January 4, 1910; William Wilson resigned as member of 
the library board and W. R.Lane was elected to the place. 

January 7, 1910, the following were elected Religio offi
cers: D. J. Williams, president; William Wilkinson, vice 
president;' Lizzie Morgan, secretary; Thomas Williams, treas-' 
urer; E. J. Giles, chorister; Blanche Adamson, organist. 

PLEASANTON.-R. J. Lambert and Joseph Roberts, of the 
stake bishopric, ministered at the morning service, October 3, 
College Day. Eight dollars were raised for the benefit of 
Graceland College. At ,the annual business meeting of, the 
branch, January 3,1910, M. M. Turpen was chosen president; 
C. E. Morey, priest and treasurer; Jessie Campbell, secretary; 
Duncan Campbell, trustee, to fill the vacancy caused by the re
moval of Joseph Anderson; Sarah L. Alden, chOl"ister and 
branch member of the library board; Alice Beach, organist. 

Such a large number ,of the members of the local Religio 
had moved away to other places that on due consideration the 
society was. declared disorganized by vote of the members of 
the local who were present, and the funds in the treasury 
turned over to the treasurer of the branch for its benefit. 

EVERGREEN.-The fall convention of the stake Sunday 
school association and Religio soCiety were held here October 
28, 29, and the stake conference on the 30th and 31st. J. F. 
Garver and R. S. Salyards held'a,series of meetings i:p. Decem
bel"; C. H. Jones assisted in tl}.e beginning. The chapel has 
been improved by a light over the door. 

GRACELAND.-J ohn Smith and R. S. Salyards held a 
week's meetings in October. In November, accompanied by 
J. S. Snively, William Anderson, bishop of the stake, visited 
the branch in the interest of his department of the work. 
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J. F. Garver was there on duty in November, preaching the 
funeral sermon of Howard Keen. 

DEATHS 

At Leon, Iowa, October 1, Malinda Olson, aged 71 years, 
8 months, 17 days. 

At Lamoni, October 18, Harriet Sheen, aged 79 years, 9 
months, 12 days. 

At Lamoni, November 15, Michael T. O'Connell, aged 
about 79 years. 

Near Norwood, Iowa, November 15, Howard Oscar Keen, 
aged 21 years, 1 month, 13 days. 

HEPORT FOR JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH, 1910 
STAKE PATRIARCH 

Patriarch J. R. Lambert states: 
My health has been so poor during the last conference Year that I 

have been able to do but . little. Sermons, 14; patriarchal blessings, 73; 
.administrations to the sick, 48; children blessed, 1; confirmations, 1; or
dinations, 1. However, such is the character of my work, that what I 
}wt,e not reported equals or exceeds what I have. I am more and more 
confirmed in the belief and knowledge that in the patriarchal office is 
found one of the richest provisions of divine love for the timely al1d 
eternal benefit of the people of God. Patriarchs are prophets to the 
church, placed therein by divine authority. and, as I see it, the leading, 
and one of the most important duties of a prophet is to faithfully teach 
the tT'uth as it is with God. In my feeble and limited efforts along ·this 
line, and in giving blessings, I h~ve indeed been favored of Goel within 
the last conference year, 

In all the work which God has committed to his servants and peo
ple, there should be continuous growth. I do not believe there is any ex
ception to this principle. It applies to the work of giving revelations to 
the church by the Prophet and Seer, as well as to othel' work and other 
ministers. There is much to learn in the patriarchal work, much to com
fort, and much to try the soul. But I enjoy my work, and rejoice in the 
additional light whieh comes, here a little and there a little. 

FIFTH QUORUM OF ELDERS 

During the year J !JIm M. Hooper, Andres C. Anderson, 
and William Wilson were received by the quorum, and Peter 
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Harris and John Lovell were released, that they might unite 
with the First Quorum of Independence Stake, where they 
had removed: Eleven regular sessions were held during the 
year, one being missed on account of General Conference. 
The regular sessions ar,e held on the third Sunday of each 
month at Lamoni, at 2.30 p. m. . These sessions are devoted to 
the study of the iiws of the .church, the duties of elders, and 
such subjects as are of interest to the ministrY. During the 
year the quorum purchased a hand printing press, that it 
might be able to provide its own printed matter. C. 1. Car
penter is president; C. B. Woodstock and James Allen, coun
selors; C. B. Woodstock, secretary-treasurer ; Joseph Roberts, 
corresponding secretary. The members are: W. N. Abbott, 
Charles Albertson, James Allen, T. R. Allen, A .. C. Anderson, 
C. J. Anderson, G. T. Angell, David Archibald, Levi Atkinson, 
Parley Batten, T .. J. Bell, G. W. Bird, Joseph Bogue, JO$eph 
Boswell, Isaac Carlile, C. 1. Carpenter,F. E. Cochran, G. W. 

. . 
Day, C. W. Dillon, Louis Gaulter, ·E. J. Giles, Frank Hackett, 
Winter Hastings, John Hatcher, George Hicklin, J. M. Hooper; 
John Jarvis, T. A. John, John Johnston, D. F. Lambert, J. W. 
Leach, James McDiffit, Price McPeek, G. W. Needham, Sam
uel Orton, C. J. Peat, C. J. Peters, Isaac Phillips, W. N. Ray, 
Joseph Roberts, Edward Rowley, W. F. Seward, W. T. Shakes
peare, John Shippy, J. W. Shippy, H. N. Snively, John Spaul
ding, Nicholas· Stamm, J.,T. Tibbels, John Watkins, J. J. Wat
kins, L. W~ Wells, W. E. Williams, William Wilson, C. B. 
Woodstock, D. D. Young. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND RELIGIO CONVENTION 

The Sunday school and Religio of the. stake met in con
vention in February prior to the staH;e conference, but as no 
information has been received in regard to the business done 
and the officers elected, these matters must be deferred until 
the making of a later report, if the items can be obtained. 
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CONFERENCE 

The conference was lWld at Lamoni, February 19, 20, the 
stake presidency and minister of the mission being in charge; 
H. H. Gold and C. 1. Carpenter, secretaries. Lucas, Oland, 
Hiteman, Centerville, Greenville, Davis City, Evergreen, La
moni, and Pleasanton Branches reported. John Smith, r F. 
Garver, 'G. W. Blair. Moroni Traxler, R. S. Salyards, Duncan 
Campbell, J. R. Lambert, 1". B. Blair, H. A. Stebbins, A. S. 
Cochran, E'. B. Morgan, C. W. Dillon, John Harp, David 
KecwI1, J. J. Johnson, Nephi Loven, E. A. Stedman, and R. M. 
Elvin reported. Stake Sunday School Association and Religio 
Society reported. Stake library commission reported, and 
Lucy L. Resseguie was made a member of the commission. 
Bishop William Anderson and the auditing committee re
ported. The Fifth Quorum of Elders reported. Time and 
place. of the next conference was left V'lith the stake presi
dency. The General Conference of 1911 was invited to meet 
at Lamoni. One hundred and eleven delegates to the General 
Conference were chosen, and were instructed to cast a ma
jority and minority vote in case of division. 

BRANCHES 

LAMONL-The following officers were elected January 11 : 
W. A. France, presiding priest; O. W. Parker, teacher; W. J. 
Mather, deacon; H. H. Gold, secretary; Ruby R Summers, re
corder; J. W.Barr, member of library board. The committee 
on the branch selecting its own presidency, at a special meet
ing called by the president, January 25, reported as follows: 

To the Lamoni Branch: Your committee appointed to draft resolu
tions relative to th~ question of the rights of anyone outside of the 
branch choosing the presidency over ,any branch, and present it at an 
early business meeting, report: That if the Lamoni Branch desires that 
it be recognized as its right to select its own president, it take steps to 
secure the amendment of chapter 15, paragraph 170, page 105, of the 
book of rules, by striking out in the second and third lines the words, 
"lJmnch in the city of the stake or seat of org(inization," and inserting in 
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lieu thereof the word stake, so that the paragraph as amended will read 
as follows: "The duties of the stake presidency are to preside over the 
stake; have immediate charge and oversight of the general spiritual work 
in the stake, subject to the advice and direction of the general church 
officers who have general control of the work everywhere by. virtue of 
their office, or special appointment; .and look after the welfare and dis
cipline of the members within th~ confines of the stake.". (Signed) He
man C. Smith, J. R. Lambert, R. S. Salyards, A. Carmichael, F. M. Weld, 
Committee; Lamoni, Iowa, January 20, 1910. 

After a lengthy discussion, during which many motions 
and counter motions were offered, the whole matter was, by 
motion and vote, laid upon the table. 

The old officers of the Sunday school were sustained for 
the year 1910; namely, G. W. Blair, superiritendent; Oscar 
Anderson, C. B. Woodstock, Anna Salyards, and Callie B. Steb
bins, associates; Earl Bandy, secretary; Annie Allen, treas
urer; Letha Tilton and Helen Anderson, chorister and organ
ist in lower auditorium; Alta Mather and Lou Blair in upper 
auditorium; Ruby. Summers, member of library board. 

The Religio officers are: W. J. Mather, president; J. W. 
Barr,. vice president; Lena Lambert, secretary; Letha Tilton, 
treasurer; Frances White, chorister; Lucy Gunsolley, organ
ist; Sarah Bass, member of library board; Vina McHarness, 
superintendent home department; and Jessie Cave, Autumn 
Leaves correspondent. 

. The Society of Patronesses of Graceland chose Minnie B. 
Nicholson, president; Alta Mather, vice president; Lou Blair 
and Elizabeth Grenawalt, secretaries, and Flora Scott, treas
urer. 

GRACELAND.-This branch is in charge of the stake presi
dency. Rillie M. Baker is secretary; Evaline Cackler, treas
urer; D. Edith Cackler, organist and recorder; Maggie M. 
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Stemm, chorister; Rillie M. Baker, member of library board. 

At the business meeting December 6, 1909, A. L. Keen was 

elected presiding teacher, but some time later he was ordained 

to the office of priest by J. F. Garver, of the stake presidency. 

The Sunday school officers are: A. L. Keen, superintend
ent; associate, Frances Stemm; secretary, Zora E. Baker; 
treasurer, William Baker; chorister, and member of library 
board, D. Edith Cackler; organist, lvlaggie M. Stemm. 

Religio ofl1cers: A. L. Keen, president; D. Edith Cackler, 
vice president and organist; Leta Stemm, secretary; Evaline 
Cackler, treasurer; Maggie M: Stemm, chorister and member 
of library board. The reporter says; 

There is great interest taken in each department. There have been 
none added to the fold here of late, and there are few of Uf', but I feci 
that God blesses us in our feeble efforts and recognizes every effort we 
put fo-rth for the good of this great latter-day ,-York. 

RILLIE M. BAKER. 

EVERGREEN.-D. D. Young, president; J. H. Martin, 
priost; Samuel Shakespeare, teacher; J. B. Anderson, deacon. 

Sunday school superintendent, J. J. Johnson; associate, 
Hemy Kaestner; secretary, Mary Shakespeare; treasurer, 
Orlando Work. 

Religio president, W. E. Shakespeare; vice president, J. H. 
Martin; secretary, Martha Martin; treasurer, Clarence Mar-

I 

tin. 

The library commISSIOn has been trying to do what it 
could do along that line, and has raised the amount of $33.94 
by means of a box supper, and expended $22.85 in books, and 
has a balance on hand of $11.09. Of late the library books -
have been referred to and read quite well. The Lord's work 
at Evergreen is in a good condition in an its departments. 
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DAVIS CITY.-Elder James lVIcDiftlt and Deacon Hamson 

Harmon are the only officers living in the branch. Sacrament 

is observed the first Sunday each month; preaching the sec

ond and fourth Sundays. Eli Hayer, John Harp, Columbus 
Scott, and C. B. Woodstock hayepreached there. The inter
est and'attendance are fair. Fanny Post il5 Sunday school su
l)erintendent, and Sister Walters is· assistant. The average 
attendance is about twenty. 'Sister Walters is presIdent of 
the Religio. 

LONE ROCK. The branch officers will be elected in June. 
The Sunday school election will be May 1.. The officers at 
present are the same as at last report. 

CENTERVILLE.-David Archibald, president; Russell Arch
ibald, priest; David Taylor, teacher; R. E. Evans, deacon; 
Theda Duckworth, clerk. 

Sunday school: Russell Archibald, superintendent; David 
Taylor, associate; Theda Duckworth, secretary; G. T. Angell, 
treasurer. 

Religio: John Amos, president; G. T. Angell, vice presi
dent; A. \V. Boden, secretary; Mary Amos, treasurer. 

E. B. .:\:1organ has done preaching there. One has been 
baptized. 0ue family removed. 

GREENVILLE.-:-D. C. White, of Lamoni, president; Nephi 
Lovell, priest; Roy Young, of Evergreen, teacher; Minnie Lov
ell, chorister and organist; Willard Lovell, treasurer. Willard 
Lovell is recommended for ordination to the office of deacon. 

Sunday school: Levi Brooks, superintendent; Nephi Lov
ell, associate; Alma Lovell, secretary; John Jones, treasurer; 
Isaac Slaughter, librarian. 
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Religio: Nephi Lovell, president; Henry Roberts, vice 
president; Minnie Lovell, secretary; George Bartlett, treas
urer; Mrs. Roberts, home class superintendent. "More inter
est is being taken since the first of the year and better attend
ance. Some have moved into the branch and since four have 
been baptized. Have a better ReJigio, but could be still better 
attended." 

HI'l'EMAN.-E. B. Morgan preached there eleven times. 
J. F. Garver held a series of meetings March 20 to 27. March 
18 Roy Young, president of the stake Religio, paid them an 
official visit which was enjoyed by all. 

PAWNEE.-The branch here is about the same as it has 
been for some time. Not much interest taken, and the influ
ence of some of the members has worked against the cause. 
There have been no meetings or Sunday school for nearly six 
months, but an effort is to. be made the first of May to start 
up ag·ain.. The hall in which the meetings are held is too un-

. comfortable in cold weather to hold services. The foregoing 
is dated April 25, 1910. 

PLEASANTON.-January ~O, the branch was visited by 
Roy Young,and Vina McHarness in the interest of the Religio. 
Two home classes were established, one in town and one in 
the Morey neighborhood. The one in the Morey vicinity has 
done well; the interested ones in the town class have· moved 
away. Prayer meetings have been held in private houses in 

. the Morey neighborhood in the midwe~k. 'The Sunday evening 
sel'Vices at the church have not been kept up regularly. ::VI. lVI. 
Turpen, branch president, has established a monthly appoint
ment at Oak Seminary Schoolhouse, with a full attendance 
and interest. He also visits the Moore neighborhood the third 
Sunday, when the weather and roads permit. George Morey 
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is superintendent of the Sunday school; Sarah L. Alden, asso
ciate; Lee Campbell, secretary and treasurer; Ethel Keown, 
chorister; Amy Hart Campbell, organist. 

OLAND.-R. S. Salyards, president; Roy E. Haskins, 
priest; Ernest Haskins, teacher; William Johnson, deacon; 
Minnie Braby, secretary; Maude Snively, chorister; Mrs. Wil
liam Johnson, organist. A series of meetings was held in 
February. 

ANDOVER.-Arthur J. Heide writes of the work there: 

We have Sund'ay school at Andover at 10 a .. m.; good meetings. 
They organized a Religio in February, one hour before preaching in the 
evening, and then preaching. They also have Sunday school at the. 
Downey Schoolhouse at 2 p. m., preaching at 3; poor attendance and 
lack of interest. They are getting along slowly with the church. Moroni 
Traxler is doing the cement work; he has only laid blocks a few days so 
far and this has been a 'nice spring to work at that kind of work. 

WARD.-J. C. Cackler organized a Religio local January 
14; Frank Hull, president; Albert Lane, vice president'; David 
Williams, secretary; J.~. Wilkinson, treasurer; Griffiths 
Thomas, librarian; Sylvia Rowley, organist; Amia Rowley, 
chorister.' The church brought from Cleveland has, been put 
in order and meetings begun in it March 6, preaching at 11 
o'clock by Stake President John Smith, and again in the eve
ning and Monday evening. J. F. Garver continued the meet-

. ings until Wednesda~ of the following week. There is Sunday 
school at 10 a. m., preaching at 11, social meeting at 2.30, 
preaching at 7.30. Edward Rowley is looking after the work 
at the present time. 

NEW BUDA.-B. F. McDaniel is superintendent of the 
,Sunday school; T. T. McDaniel, secretary; C. W. Terry, treas
urer; Lizzie J. McDaniel, chorister; B. F. McDaniel, Lyda 
Frazier, and Jennie Frazier, teachers. Since .Tanuary 1, the 
enrollment has been 14, average attendance about 11. There 
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is good interest. The visiting brothc,rs from Lamoni claim to 
enjoy the Sunday school, as the members seem to be in closer 
touch vvith each other than in the larger schools. The Spirit 
is also enjoyed in the preaching. Services are held each Sun
day at 11; Moroni Traxler, Joseph Roberts, C. J. Peters, Ne
phi Lovell, Eli Hayer, H. A. Stebbins, and Brother Moore, 
college student, have done preaching there. The interest in 
the preaching is said to be good. 

Appointments with more or less regularity have beeu 
. kept up at Thompson, Baker, and Downey schoolhouses, by 

H. A. Stebbins, Albert Carmichael, J. M. Stubbart, R. V. Hop
kins, J. D. Schofield, C. J. Peters, Fral1k Hackett, G. M: Jami
son, Joseph Roberts, Moroni Traxler, Anthony Hewitt, B. L. 
McNamara, F. M. Weld. John Smith, J. F. Garver, and J. H. 
Baker. 

John Harp has labored at Humeston, Leon, and Davis 
City. Roy Young and Vina McHarness have been active in 
the interest of the Religio. 

DEATHS 

John W. Davison and wife Melissa, of the Allendale 
Branch, died within a week of each other, in February. 

A. Hunt, of the Allendale Branch, died at Grant City, 
Missouri, February 19, nearly 83 years old. 

Catharine Powell, at Lucas, Iowa, December 28, 1909, 
aged 88. 

Robert S. Gray, at Lucas, Iowa, December 15, 1909, aged 
74 years, 8 months. 

Mary E. Cackler, of the Graceland Branch, January 29, 
1910, aged 46. 

AlbeIt Gray, at Saints' Home, February 14, aged 69 years, 
10 months, and 8 days. 

Samuel Sanders, at Lamoni, February 15, aged 73 years, 
12 days. 
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REPORT FOR APRIL, MAY, JUNE, 1910 

GENERAL CONFERENCE ACTION 

J. W. Wight was appointed minister in general charge of 
Mission Number 1, which includes Lamoni Stake, at the Gen
eral Conference in April. Eli Hayer, of the Seventy, was 
given missionary appointment in the stake. The conference 
confirmed the appointment by the Presidency of J. R. Lam
bert as acting president of the Order of Evangelists. The 
stake membership is 2,778. 

QUORUM REPORTS 

R.eport of the Second Quorum of Priests, or Lamoni Stake 
Quorum: 

Since our last report, one year ago, we have held two quorum 
meetings and four joint meeti:J;lgs with the elders,priests, teachers, and 
deacons of. Lamoni, Iowa, in which a profitable time ,vas had. I cannot 
give a full report of labor done, as all have not reported to date; Ser
mons, 96; presided, 306;. times assisted sacrament, 37; meetings attended, 
614; members visited, 112; marriages performed, 2. We hope to be able 
to give a better report another _ year, as we have now about 28 members, 
and hope to hear from all next time. 

JAMES J. JOHNSON, Secreta1'Y. 

The Third Quorum of Priests, in the Lamoni Branch, wish to re
port that we are doing what we can to further the work of the Master, 
and since the reorganization of the quorum, June 16, 1908, there has been 
a greater interest, and the outlook seems to indicate that there will be 
more unity, greater concentration of effort, and, consequently, more effi
cient work in the futUl'e. At present we have about thirty members, 
meet once a month, and have very interesting sessions. We do .not give 
a detailed report at this time, since we are aware that there is an issue 
pending, "as to whether the quorums of the Aaronic priesthood should 
report to the General Conference, stake, or district conferences, or to the 
branches." (General Conference Th'Iinutes, page 1230.) This matter was 
referred to the First Presidency and the Presiding Bishopric at the last 
General Conference,and we should be pleased to see some definite action 
taken in regard to it. H. H. GOLD, Secretary. 

The Second Quorum of Teachers, at Lamoni, Iowa, desire to report 
as follows: Seventeen members, 6 too old to- work much. Five of the 
remaining 11 reporting: Visits, 131; members visited, 315; to settle dif-
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ficulties, 10; services attended, preaching, 274; prayer, 292; others, 125. 
Respectfully submitted, CHARLES BRACKENBURY, Secretary. 

Since our report of one year ago the Second Quorum of Deacons 
held nine sessions, and have participated in three joint sessions with 
other quorums of the Lamoni Stake. Thel'e has been a slight change in 
our membership: Brother Clarence Skinner, having removed from our 
midst, was dropped; and Brother T. J. Burch, having located in Lamoni, 
was enrolled to fill the vaCancy. Nearly all of the quorum are more or 
less engaged in branch work, one acting as deacon of the Lamoni Branch, 
and another as janitor. CHARLES F. CHURCH, President. 

W. B. PAUL, Secretary. 

The foregoing quorum reports are tak.en from the Gen
eral Conference Minutes as having been made tothe General 
Conference of April, 1910. 

The invitations of the Lamoni Stake and the Lamoni 
Branch that the General Conference of 1911 be held at La
moni, Io~a, was by motion accepted. 

MITE SOCIETY AND PATRONESSES OF LAMONI 

In a paper, "Woman's work in the Reorganized Church, 
1860-1910," prepared by Marietta Walker, and read at the 
Jubilee Celebration, Independence, Missouri, April 6, by Lucy 
L. Resseguie, the following mention is made of the work of 
th.e above societies: 

The Mite Society of Lamoni, Iowa, was organized April 12, 1883, 
and has, with few exceptions, met regularly once a week ever since. 
Much of the funds raised by the society has been given directly to the 
poor, but despite this, there have been few, calls for help, either in the 
church at large or in their own and neighboring branches to which this 
society has not cheerfully and willingly contributed. During the twenty
seven years of its existence it has received for labor done between f~ur 
and five thousand dollars, aU of which has been expended as above stated. 
But while this tells of untiring energy and zeal, what words, think you, 
can adequately describe the unnumbered acts of Christlike cheer and 
helpfulness thesew()men have scattered along the pathway of the hope
less, sorrowing ones of earth? And more than: all, they have not lightly 
given of their abundance, but have toiled for every penny, working often 
for the most meager compensation, and have donethil! not feeling it a • 
burden, put a labor of love. Please bear in mind, as I have before said, 
that the statistics of these workers in our largest branches are very im
perfect; and then do not forget the hundreds of branches not even men-
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tioned, with their thousands of workers equally faithful, and fully as 
earnest and persevering. 

Neither must I forget to mention the noble work done by the Pa~ 
tronesses of Graceland College. This society was organized May 6, 1903, 
for the special purpose of promoting the best interests of .Graceland 'Col
lege. Since its organization this society has Furned over to the college 
nearly three thousand dollars, every dollar of which its members have 
earned by self-sacrificing labor. And I would mention that among the 
most zealous of these workers are some who do not belong to our church. 
"Honor to W'hom honor'is due," and in acknowledgment of their faithful 
services for the college the Board of Trustees has named the newly 
erected dOl'mitory 'Patroness Hall. 

MORMON ELDERS AT LAMONI 

.The Saints' Herald of June 15 printed the following item: 

Nine Mormon elders of the Western Iowa Conference assembled in 
Lamoni Saturday. They held services on the streets Saturday afternoon 
!lnd evening and: in the park Sunday afternoon and evening. They did 
not ask for the church, stating that they preferred to hold open-air serv
ices. Elder Amos Chase followed them at each service, in reply. The 
discussions were spirited and resulted decidedly to our advantage. The 
evening servic.e at the church waS dispensed with.Sunday and the people 
of Lamoni and vicinity attended the park services. Elder Chase fol
lowed the Utah speakers and at the close of his remarks Elder Heman C. 
Smith read and commented on the report that OUr Utah friends wrote 
to the Improvement Era last year concerning their visit to Lamoni. He 
extracted from the leader, Elder Clarke, an acknowledgment that many 
of the stateme;nts were overdrawn, and some of them were false, and a 
promise to endeavor to have them corrected. Our Utah friends did .not 
seem comfortable or happy during the comparison of views and departed 
Monday for other fields. 

STAKE CONFERENCE 

On June 1~, at 10 a. m., the twenty-eighth conference of 
the Lamoni Stake met at Lamoni. The sessions were presided 
over by the stake presidency, and the, assistant secretary, C. 1. 
Carpenter, acted as secretary. Branches reported showing to
tals as follows: Centerville, 71; Davis City, 105; Evergreen, 

. 133; Graceland, 24; Greenville, 51; Hiteman, 180; Lamoni, 
1,588; Leon, 44; Lucas, 153; Pleasanton, 88; Lone Rock, 86; 
Oland, 52; Pa-wnee, 26. No report from AIIEmdale and Ellston. 
The ministry reporting were: Elders John Smith, R. S. Sal-
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yards, J. F. Garver, J. R. Evans, D. C. White, M. M. Turpen, 
Duncan Campbell, J. R. Lambert, William Anderson, R. M. 
Elvin, G. R. Wells, Joseph Roberts, Price McPeek, T. J. Bell, 
Parley Batten, H. N. Snively; Priests Nephi Lovell, J. J. 
Johnson, A. L. Keen. . Stake Bishop)'ic reported for the five 
months, January 1 to June 1, showing receipts from all 
sources $3,394.62, including $794.59 on hand previmlsly; ex
penditures $2,837.03, leaving a balance On hand of $556.59. 
The Fifth Quorum of Elders and the Second Quorum of 
Priests reported. The time a.nd place of holding the next 
conference were left with the stake presidency. The preach
ing during the conference was by C. H. Jones, M. M. Turpen, 
and Heman C. Smith. The attendance was small, but a pleas
ant and peaceful time was enjoyed by all present. 

BRANCHES 

Lone Rock reelected the old officers about the first of 
June, excepting Clara Jones was chosen chorister and Carrie 
Jones organist. The branch, having no deacon, Peter Kinder 
was appoiuted to fill the place as far as he might in financial 
affairs and other d'uties. The main speakers have been: T. J. 
Bell, C. H. Jones, and J. S. Snively. There have been but few 
night meetings. Two marriages: Maud Kinder to Albert 
Richanison, and Carrie McPeek to Earl Jones. One death, 
Sarah Rosanna Kinder. The Sunday school is doing very 
nicely; there has been no change in its officers. 

Lllcas elected the following officers December 13, 1909': 
J. R. Evans, president; Thomas Hopkins, priest; J. W. Talbot, 
teacher; J. A. Evans, deacon; Rose Evans, treasurer; Stella 
Evans, financial secretary. Regular meetings are held Sunday 
afternoons and eve:nings; week-night meetings were discon
tinued during the winter, continued again in spring; interest· 
fair. Preaching mostly by branch officers and E. B. Morgan; 
John Harp preached twice in October; F. M. Weld visited and 
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preached once in the early part of April. There were four re
movals October 17, and seven January 23. Two marriages in 
the last six months, one marriage January 1, two children 
blessed, three deaths during list quarter, 1909,. A series of 
street meetings closed July 3; preaching mostly by E. B. Mor
gan; J. J. Watkins and J. IL Evans each spoke once; people 
were listening and tracts were distributed. Our branch is 
much weakened by removals. The Sunday school on Decem
ber 26, 1909, elected J. W. Talbot, superintendent; Thomas 
Hopkins, associate; Katie Batten, secretary; SteHa Evans, 
treasurer; Annie Williams, librarian; 'Thomas Hopkins, chor
ister. On June 26, Florence Talbot was chosen secretary and 
Janet Evans treasurer. lnterest is' good, but there is a scarc
ity of teachers. A Religio home class was maintained during 
the fall and winter, but was discontinued in summer. 

Hiteman on June 7 eJected Parley Batten prcsid'ent; J. J. 
Griffiths, priest; W. E. Evans, teacher; C. E. Burl{e, deacon; 
Alexander Miller, clerk; J OM J en.kins~ finan.cial clerk; J. L. 
Morgan, chorister and organist The SUnday school on June 
26 elected E. J. Giles superintendent; B'etsy Adamson, first 
associate; Stella Barker, second associate; Fay Burke, secre
tary; Thomas Williams, treasurer; W. E. WilliamS',member 
library board; J. L. Morgan, chorister; Emma Box, organist. 
The Heligio on July 8 elected W. R. Lane president; William 
Wilkinson, vice president; Lizzie Morgan, secretary; Thomas 
Williams, treasurer; Alexander Miller, member library board; 
E. J. Giles, chorister; Blanche Adamson, organist. Roy V. 
Hopkins visited the branch in the interest of Graceland Col..; 
lege, speaking to the Religio June 3, and to the branch twice 
on Sunday, June 5. G. W. IIul1 and Emma Lowden were mar
ried April 6, by William Wilson; three have been baptized, 

and the church has been improved by a cement walk in front; 
J. S. Roth held a series of meetings June 29 t9 July 6. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



106 JOURNAL OF HISTQ.RY 

Lone Rock Sunday school on May 1 elected Ada Jones su
perintendent; Moses Sandage, associate; Maud Kinder, secre
tary; Clara Holloway, assistant secretary; Emanuel Sandage, 
treasurer; Elmer Bowen, librarian; Oren Hartschen, assist
ant librarian; Clara Jones, chorister and assistant organist; 
Olga Smith, organist. There is no Religio, no night meetings. 

Lamoni on July 1 elected W. J. Mather president of the 
Religio; Jay W. Barr, vice president; Lena Lambert, secre
tary, with Grace Thompson as her assistant; Letha Tilton, 
treasurer; Lucy Gunsolley, chorister; Pauline Anthony, pian
ist; Mrs. Bass, librarian'; Vina McHamess, president of home 
class; Clara Lambert, Autumn Leaves correspondent. Usu
ally there is a fine attendance, and it is believed the society 
has a great future. 

At Andover the new church building will be 30 by 30, 
with an eight-foot vestibule, and 6 by 20 for choir and ros
trum. 

Appointments have been kept up at Thompson, Andover, 
Downey, McDaniel, Togo, Wion, by JayW. Barr,. H. A. Steb
bins, Albert Carmichael, Moroni Traxler, J. H. Baker, John 
Harp, J. E. Kelley, John Smith, J. F. Garver, Joseph Roberts, 
G. R. Wells, F. M. Weld, and John Spaulding. 

Davis City has had preaching by F. M. Weld, R. V. Hop
kins, L. B. Moore, O. B. Thomas, Columbus Scott, and John 
Harp. Also by A. S. Cochran. 

Oland has had lectures by H. A. Stebbins on the Book of 
Mormon; preaching by J. E. Kelley, H. N. Snively, and F. A 
Smith. 

DEATHS· 

Belmont L. Merritt, W. N. Beach, Ellen Snively, Carrie 
M. Spaulding, Rebecca Jamison, Thomas A. John, Sen a June 
Harp-Dennis, S~san C. Lambkins-Harp. 
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REPORT FOR JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, 1910 

SIXTH ANNUAL REUNION 

August 12 to 21, 1910 

At the meeting fpr organization, 2.30 p. m., August 12, 
the stake presidency was placed in charge and authorized to 
determine time and character of meetings, appoint s.peakers, 
assistants, etc. Joseph Roberts, secretary of the reunion com- ' 
mittee, was chosen secretary of the reunion. Letha Tilton, 
chorister of Lamoni Branch, was selected chorister of the re
union, with authority to choose her assistants and an organist.' 
W. J. Mather, the branch deacon, to provide ushers. 

The order of meetings prescribed was: 9 o'clock, prayer 
meeting: 11 O'clock, preaching; 2.30, auxiliary work; 7.30; 
preaching. 

The speakers were: J. R. Lambert, Heman C. Smith, John 
Smith, John F. Garver, R. S. Salyards, R. J. Lambert, C. H. 
J ones, Albert Carmichael, ,A. S. Cochran, G. H. Hilliard, Eli 
Hayer, J. A. Gunsolley, R. M. Elvin, William Anderson, El
bert A. Smith. 

Sunday school and Religio work were represented by J. A. 
Gunsolley, W. E. Shakespeare,.W. T. Shakespeare, Roy Young, 

. Lucy L. Resseguie, A. L. Keen, and Joseph Roberts in the spe
cial sessions set apart for auxiliary work. The Daughters of 
Zion held on!3 session in which their ,work was presented by 
Vida E. Smith, Callie B. Stebbins, and Ethel Banta. Grace
land College was represented in one session by the College 
Board, J. A. Gunsolley, and C. B. Woodstock. 

At a business session on Saturday, August 20, the reun
ion committee, consisting of John Smith, J. F. Garver, Nancy 
Goode, Elizabeth Wight, W. A. France, Samuel Shakespeare. 
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and Joseph Roberts reported on the purchase of the reunion 
grounds as follows: 

'Ve, the reunion committee, have investigated the maHer of pur
chase of these reunion grounds and find they may be purchased at rea
sonable figures. We recommend that the matter be referred to reunion 
committee with power to secure title. 

The report was adopted. It was decided to hold a reun
ion in 1911, on the same grounds. The reunion committee 
was increased in number from seven to nine, two of whom 
shall be sisters. The following are the names of the commit
tee for 1911: John Smith, J. F. Garver, Nancy Goode, Joseph 
Roberts, Charles Goode, Samuel Shakespeare, Elizabeth Wight, 
R. S .. Salyards, and Sister O. E. Greeu€. 

A summa:i'y of treasurer's report was read as follows: 
Receipts, including balance at last report, $433.22; expendi
tures, $446.25; due treasurer, $13.03. 

The preaching during the reunion was on live subjects, 
the prayer meetings were spiritual and uplifting, auxiliary 
work interestrng and instructive, attendance fait; interest 
good, weather splendid. 

"THE ELDERS' BULLETIN" 

The first issue is dated Lamoni, Iowa, July, 1910. Its 
purpose is thus stated in the Salutatory: 

The publication of The Elde'l's' Bulletin has been in contemplation 
since the pul'chase of the quorum press was assured, and we feel a de
gree of satisfaction in being able at last to present to you the first num
ber. 

For the present it will be issued quarterly, bearing date of the 
first month of the quartr:r, and is designed to contain reports of the work 
of the quorum, official notices, news items, extracts from papers, and ar
guments, and such matter as will be of interest to the priesthood and 
will serve to bring us closer together as ministers for Christ. 

Each member of the quorum is requested to consider himself a spe
cial correspondent, reporting to us what is being done in the line of gos
pel work in your vicinity. Let us know of your regular appointments, 
and when you get a new opening report it to us so we can pass the news 
along. Send us shod articles on the subjects which are announced for 
discussion, and help us to make the future of the BulleHn a suceess. 
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Besides the quorum announcements, there are articles on 
the United Order of Enoch; on Harmony; and Joseph Rob
erts, the corresponding secretary of the Fifth Quorum has an 
article explaining the relationship of his office to the quorum. 
There is an obituary of Elder Thomas A Johns, who died at 
Lucas. Iowa, June 3, 1910, aged 70 years, 6 months. 

The Bulletin is edited by C. I. Carpenter, president of the 
Fifth Quorum of Elders. 

ANDOVER CHURCH OPENING 

The Saints at Andover have completed their church, and 
opening services were held in it September 18: Sacrament 
and prayer service, 9 a. m.; preaching by Elder Joseph Rob
erts, of the stake Bishopric, at 11; by Elder Albert Carmi
chael at 2.30; by President John Smith at 7.30. A basket 
dinner was had on the grounds of Gus Bergman and Mr. Stan
ley. The Lamoni choir, about forty in number, \'lere present 
to assist in the music. 

The building is 30 by 36, with a neat little vestibule. Of cement 
blocks, the church presents an imposing appearance. Within, the place 
is neat and convenient, light, and admirably ventilated. Altogether it is 
one of the nicest little church buildings ever erected in this part of the 
country. The Saints and friends at Andover are to be commended for 
their part in the building of this little church.-Lnrnoni Chronicle. 

Hereafter services will be held there each Sunday; Sun
day school at 10 a. m., preaching at 11 a. m. and 7.30 p. m. 
For Ii good many years the Saints have used the schoolhouse 
at Andover for preaching senices. The stake president says 
the work there looks hopeful; that there will be a branch or
ganized as soon as a suitable person to preside can be got, and 
the church will be dedicated when the debt fs paid. 

THE BRANCHES 

LAMONI.-The branch contributed $?51.73; the Sunday 
school $48.93; and' the Patronesses are given credit for $405 
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towards Graceland College endowment fund. The officers of 
the Mite Society are: Mrs. Levi Atkinson, president; Mrs. 
Ada Hopkins, vice president; Sister O. E. Green, secretary; 
Sister Nathan Weedmark, treasurer. The officers of the 
Daughters of Zion are: Minnie B. Nicholson, president; 
Phoebe Allen, secretary; Mary Garner, treasurer. The priest
hood of the branch, in their meetings, have been seriously dis
cussing the propriety and feasibility of organizing a United 
Order of Enoch. The stake priesthood are with them in this 
movement. A Chautauqua course began August 1, and 
continued about a week. There were eight lectures, four con
certs, and throe entertainments, two by a character imper
sonator and the other by a Moqui Indian speaker and magi
cian. '.['he lectures were considered of a high order of merit. 
There was a large attendance, both from town and country, 
the people coming from many miles around. Three aged per
sons have died at the Saints' Home: Sarah B. Graham, aged 
81; Mary May, aged nearly 80; Gustavus Thompson, aged 84. 
The following died at their own homes: Eli A. Stedman, aged 
nearly 70. He had been for many years a seventy and an ac
tive missionary, Latterly he was a high priest and of the 
stake high council; Ann M. Goodwin, aged 85; Elder John 
Shippy; once a men1ber of the Quorum of Twelve, aged nearly 
80; he was of tb e Twelve from 1860 to 1868; latterly he served 
as an elder; Sally A. Plain, aged 34; Myrtle Ballou died at 
Saint Joseph, Missouri, aged 22. 

DAVIS CiTY.-In the death of Ransom J. Harmon, the 
_ branch lost one of its leading members. He served as deacon 

.. many years. 

GREENVILLE.-The Religio officers are: Mrs. Ella Sanders, 
president; Henry Roberts, vice president; Minnie Lovell, sec
retary; Alma Lovell, treasurer. The few Saints are trying to 

. carryon the little Sunday school tbe best they can. Several 
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new members have moved into the branch, eight have been 
baptized, and others are to be soon. 

EVERGREEN .-J ames Martin has preached there three 
times; O. B. Thomas, E. A. Smith, Joseph Roberts, Albert Car
michael, J. J. Johnson, A. L. Keen, twice each; H. A. Steb
bins, W. T. Shakespeare, G. W. Blair, Columbus Scott, Moroni 
Traxler, J. F. Garver, H. N. Snively, D. D. Young, W. E. 
Shakespeare, John Spaulding, and Fred Cousins, once 'each. 
During the last six months eight children have been baptized. 
One loss by death, Sally A. Plain, already noted in Lamoni 

,items. The Sunday school officers are: W. E. Shakespeare, 
superintendent; C. W. Dillon, associate; Flavea Haas, secre
tary; and Orlando Work, treasurer. A Fourth of July picnic 
netted $48.84. 

C;ENTERVILLE.-R. S. Salyards-was there a week in Au
gust, preached several times, and visited among the Saints. 
His services were well received'. Charles Harpe was with 
them over one Sunday and spoke twice. The local men have 
,occupied the rest of the time. 

HITEM:AN.-R. S. Salyards pl'eached four times on the 
streets to fair sized crowds. He also delivered two interest
ing discourses in the church. Also in the open air, by the 
schoolhouse at Ward, to a fair sized crowd. Thomas Hop'" 
kins, of Lucas, gave them one sermon; Vina McHarness, of 

otthe Sunday school and Religio Home Department, gave them 
a talk along her line of work, and the Book of Mormon among 
the Lamanites. R. J. Lambert, counselor in the stake bish
opric, spoke once in the interest of Graceland College, and 
once on tithing. 

LEON.-H. A. Stebbins held services there in July, and 
Gomer Wells in August, but no one in September. Elfieeta 
Archer is superintendent of the Sunday school and also li-
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brarian; Emma Walker is treasurer and teacher of the inter
mediate class; Helen Leeper, teacher of senior class; Ed Mc
Harness, teacher of Bible class; Grace McHarness, organist 
and teacher of second primary dass; David McHarness, sec
retary. The entire enrollment is nineteen, with a regular at
tendance of about fourteen. 

REPORT FOR OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER, 1910 
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND RELIGIO 

The Sunday School Association and Religio Society of the' 
stake met October 20,21, at Oland, Missouri. Reports were 
read from the various officers. The president of the Religio 
Society, Roy M. Young, tendered his resignation, and W. E. 
Shakespeare was elected to fill the vacancy. C. 1. Carpenter 
was then chosen vice president of the society. Adjourned to 
meet again at the same place as and just prior to next stake 
. conference. Martha Martin, secretary, Religio; Mary Banta, 
secretary Sunday school; W. E. Shakespeare, president Reli
gio; W. T. Shakespeare, superintendent Sunday school. There 
were addresses and papers on subjects connected with the 
work of the societies; R. V. Hopkins, J.F. Garver, J. A. Gun
solley, G. W. Blair, Anna Salyards, Nellie Prall, Lena Lam
bert, and Ruby Summers took part in these exercises. 

STAKE CONFERENCE 

The conference met with the Oland Branch, on Saturday 
morning, October 22; the stake presidency, John Smith, J. F. 
Garver, and R. S. Salyards, in charge. H. H. Gold and Joseph 
Roberts were the secretaries. Business was transacted in the 
forenoon and afternoon of Saturday, as to the regular order 
of branch and ministry reports. The sermons were by John 
Smith, Bishop Anderson, Heman C. Smith, and Albert Car
michael. 
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REPORT OF STAKE BISHOP 

Expenditures Receipts 
Balance on hand June 1, Family allowances ................ $ 927.00 

15.00 
248.14 

8,78 
201.00 
10.00 
~O.OO 

4.75 
113.00 
22.40 
1.59 

1910 ...................................... $ 556.59 
Tithes ....... : ......... ___ ....... _._. __ ... 1,028.60 
Offerings .... _. __ . ___ ....... __ .......... __ . 22.50 
Church buildings .... __ . __ . ___ ... _.__ 8.90 
Interest on notes _ .... _ ..... _ .. ____ ._ 2.66 
Loans returned ....... ____ ...... ____ . 
Bills receivable ... ,, ________ .. 

180.50 
5.00 

$1,804.75 

Personal __ .... __ ... _ ........ _ ....... __ ._ ... . 
Aid ____ ..... c __ •• __ • __ .. __ •• __ .•. __ ........ -. 

Church buildings ... -- ...... --..... .. 
Loans .. _. __ ._ .... __ .... __ ........ ___ ... _ .... . 
Andover church- .... - __ ....... _ .... __ 
Bookkeeper ...... __ .............. _._ ... .. 
Office supplies .... _. ___ .............. . 
Eldel's' traveling expenses ___ _ 
Office rent ........ ____ ........ ______ ...... 
Stake expense . ____ ._ .. .. 
Cast on hand ....... , .. _____ ...... ___ _ 

On Hand 

2()O.09 

$1,804.75 

Cash ........ _ .. _ ... : .................... ___ ... $ 260.09 Due and unpaid ... ___ .. __ ........... ___ $718.0Q 
Notes .. __ ..... __ ... __ ........ ___ . __ ........ :. 2,492.94 
Personal property ................ ___ 80.00 

Since last June, Joseph Roberts has labored in the following places: 
Lamoni, Evel'green, Oland, Andover., Lone Rock, New Huda, 'Downey 
Sc:hoolhouse, Smith Schoolhouse, and Wion Schoolhouse. R. J. Lambert 
at Greenville, Oland, Pleasanton, New Huda, Lamoni, Hiteman, Lone 
Rock, and Andover. William Anderson at Lamoni and Lone Rock, and 
the bishopric work in general. 

lVly counselors report being well received wherever they have been. 
vVe do not feel discouraged in our work, although our financial report 
shows we are several hundred dollars short to meet all our obligations, 
but with good crops and a willingness on the part'of the Saints, we ex
pect to come out all right at the- end of the year. 

WILLIAM ANDERSON, tOt· the Stake Biskoprt'c. 

ORDER OF ENOCH 

Bishop Kelley occupied the pulpit in Lamoni Sunday, October 16, 
morning and evening, his subject being the Order of Enoch. The at
tendance was very large. The evening service was occupied almost en
tirely in anSWering questions. He met with the priesthood of the 
stake in the afternoon. There was a large attendance of the priesthood, 
probably one hundred or more. The meeting adopted a resolution ex
pressing the idea that the time has come to organize in the stake as di
rected in section 128, and asking the Bishop to proceed with the necessary 
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preliminary steps. The motion prevailed by a vote -of sixty-seven for 
and five against. Some who did not fully understand the question re
frained from voting.-Saints' Hemld, October 19, 1910. 

GRACELAND COLLEGE 

Professor J. A. Gunsolley reports a tot.al enrollment at Gl'aceland 
College of one huudred and five. There are twenty-eight students from 
Lamoni and vicinity, and fifteen from Independence. The Industrial De
partment has sixteen girls and thirteen boys. Twelve States are repre
sented in the college, and two foreign field:::. Over foul' hundred of the 
tempol-ary endowment cards have been signed.-S(dnts' Herald, October 
12, 1910. 

STAKE PRIESTHOOD 

A meeting of the general priesthood of the stake was ar
ranged to be held at Lamoni, December 25, for a continuation 
of the consideration of the previous month's program,"Who 
has the right to grant stewardships, the bishop or the order?" 
and, . "In whose name should the title to the property of the 
stewardship be held, the name of the steward or the name of 
the order?" 

BRANCHES 

LAMONI.-Parents' Day was observed Sunday, October 
9; in the morning a paper by D. F. Lambert was read, and 
there was an address by Albert Carmichael; also solos by 
Glenna Kennedy and Letha Tilton. In the evening there was 
an address by Heman C. Smith and a solo by Nina Smith. 

In December a baptismal font six by nine by four was 
constructed in the basement of the ch urch, the supply of wa
ter coming from the Saints' Home pond. 

The Star of Bethlehem Sunday school elected officers 
Monday night, December 12, as foUoi-vB: G. W. Blair, super
intendent; Oscar Anderson, first assistant; Stella Wight, sec
ond assistant; Anna Salyards, third assistant; Callie B. Steb
bins, fourth assist:;mt; Cyril E. Wight, secretary; Anna Allen, 
treasurer ; Nellie. Pl'all, home department superintendent; 
Alta Mather, chorister; Victor Krucker, assistant; Gracia 
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Nicholson, pianist; Helen Anderson, organist; E. D. Moore, 
librarian. 

HITEMAN.-J. S. Roth held meetings October 23 to 30, 
baptizing 5. December 6, the branch elected the following of
ficers: Parley Batten, president; J. J. Griffiths, presiding 
priest; Sam Rowley, presiding teacher; C. E. Burke, presid
ing deacon; Alex Miller, clerk; John Jenkins, financial secre
tary; E. J. Giles, chorister and member of library board; J. L. 
Morgan, organist. E. J. Giles was appointed bishop's agent 
for the branch, December 11, during a visit by Joseph Rob
erts, bishop's counselor, who preached. three sermons for 
them on that date. 

December 18, the Sunday school elected officers as fol
lows: E.. J. Giles, superintendent; William Wilson, first assist
ant; Margaret Wilkinson, second assistant; Alex Miller, sec
retary; Thomas Williams, treasurer; J. L. Morgan, chorister; 
Emma Box, organist; W. E. Williams, member library board; 
~izzie Williams, home department superintendent. 

EVERGREEN.-C. B. Woodstock, H. A. Stebbins, H. N. 
Snively, J. F. Garver, Joseph Roberts, R. J. Lambert, John 
Smith, R. S. Salyards, E. C. Briggs, W. T. Shakespeare, R. M. 
Young, R. V. Hopkins, J. H. Martin, W. E. Shakespeare, J. J. 
Johnson, Samuel Shakespeare, and Fred Cousins preached for 
them. Meetings were held by the stake presidency the 'last 
week in November; the preaching was good, but few came out. 

LUCAS.-At the branch election December 26 the follow
ing changes took place: J. W. Talbot chosen priest and chor
ister; J. A. Evans, teacher and treasurer; Charlotte Phillips, 
organist. One hundred nine absent members were reported 
to the conference. New improvement in the way of lights, ce
ment steps and walk, to the amount of $90, with the exception 
of $15 since October 1. J. R. Evans, J. A. Evans, and J. W. 
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, TalbOt are the only male memben left th~re.t;lo'wL 911 account· . 
. ·of industrial' conditions. The Sunday school riri.nibe:t:~29; "-inL' 
terest good. Meetings'we~eheldDecember4 toll; prea~~ .' 
jng by J. F. Garver, Joseph Roberts,andJ~h:tlSIrttih;'fa.ir . . "" :' ,,:.: .. ~:', 

interest from outside, good interest by Sa1nts.:, " 
; ':"'. ,,', "', /" ,\' .:" ,.':.;",,' 

LONE ROCK.~R. S. Saly~rds and J; F'.Garverheldmeet,;. .' 

iIlgsNovember 6 to 20, with go~d attendance~aild'~~l:!h'iIrtei:-' ' .. ..... ·:.·."', .. ~:, .. ,.,:.'.:.~',t .• ~,:~:,,',· 
est; three were baptized .. Beforethe meetings;be~3:n';f(}Ur.hatl,~Z' 
been baptizedhy C~ H. :Jones. ", . .~. " . ~-.~, ~,< .. :. ·::.~;1:~t:j 

OLAND.-Tlie· October.' session of the' cori:ve~tiQ~.of.tlie: ··:<"hf): 
.. stake SundaySchoolAs~ciatio~ andReli~o i3~Ciety,~~;iso ,3:"'L \i 

the stake CO:riference~ were held with the branch .. ,,'. The br~hch. ',' :~,i~t 
numbers 52, with 1 highc~unciIor, 1 high 'p~i~~£,1::'priest;2 ;:'i'~':;:~ 
teachers, 1 deacon, 8 absent from branch.··· ,.'..,,::',',:}' 

.. i=:ti~:~7!~:re~!i:~-:~~c,tj~~j 
. ," 

, " ' 

Israel A.Smith,. ~ijlf 'bfPresident'.Tdseplt"Smith~at;'i;li'Ef 
November electio:n was chosen to~epre~entDec~tu~ C()Jntv . 
in the Iowa Legislature~ At the,time ofhis·eleetion h~w~s 

d::~~::st:~r:;:!s ~:::~n:e:i~~e~~~=~~';=~' 
to represent the' eotiriiy hi th~ legislafure,' ' ,: ,.,:' "', "., . ........: •.......... ~ . 

:",<," :c.. _, " 
-, .. ' 

. DECATUR COUNTYHISTORICAL~oCIl!irt" •.... - ,-,' 

, , " , • - " ~,: ':" ,\ • -.;-<'." ' " 

Tuesday, N o~embet 22'"lNas tl,J,ereg~lai tjrn~·f~~t~erneet-.', .'. .":~,\;:: .. ,, 
ing oithe Decatur 6~~ntyHi~~ri~~i s(j~i~t;:~ari(f:'the.meet=·""'''-''''! 
ing of this year waS to have been heldat,Ledn,bl.'!ttheatteti.i' 
dance was so small that no business could. be doneforwaiitof 
aquo~. ~. ' 

~ ", , <, 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 

EARLY IOWA 

The Iowa Historical Society has distributed to its mem
bers a small booklet, The Constitution of Iowa, from which 
we extract. 

Iowa has been. closely connected with the history of the 
church, first as lying across the river from Nauvoo, as lying 
north of Missouri, and as Lamoni has furnished the seat of 
the church and the headquarters for some thirty or forty 
years. 

It also gives the picture of conditions existing in the Mis
sissippi Valley during the critical period of Church History. 
This introduction is by Doctor Benjamin F. Shambaugh and 
is as follows: 

Iowa was the sixteenth Commonwealth to be admitted into the 
Union on an equal footing with the original thirteen States. The date 
of admission was December twenty-eighth, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-six-seventy years after the Declaration of Independence. 

As a part of the Province of Louisiana, the Iowa country was ac
quired by the United Stat$ in 1803. Thus the purchase of Louisiana 
m!ly be regarded as a starting point in the history of Iowa. In 1804 the 
Iowa country was. included in the District of Louisiana .. In 1805 the Dis
trict of Louisiana was organized as the Territory ·of Louisiana. Then it: 
~812 the Territory of Louisiana was reorganized as the Territory of 
Missouri. That part of the Territory of Missouri now embraced. within 
the limits of the State of Missouri was admitted into the Union in 1821. 
Thereupon the Iowa country was left without a local constitutional status 
until 1834, when it was attached to and made a part of the Territory of 
Michigan. In 1836 it became a part of the newly organized Territo.ry of 
Wisconsin. Two. years later (1838) the independent Territory of Iowa 
was established on the fourth day of July. . . 

The Iowa country was e.,'{plored by Marquette in 1673, by Lewis 
and Clark in 1804, by Zebulon M. Pike in 1805, and by Albert M. Lea in 
1835. Marquette visited the valley of the Iowa River; the Lewis and 
Clark expedition passed along western Iowa; Pike explored the west 
bank of the Mississippi; and Albert lvI. Lea explored eastern Iowa. 

In 1836 Albert M. Lea published a book entitled, Notes on Wiscon
sin Territory, with a map. On the map and in the text he referred to 
the country west of the Mississippi as the "Iowa District." Iowa, he tells 
us, was a name suggested to him by the Ioway River. Thus the name 
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"Iowa" descended from "Ioway River" through the "Iowa District" and 
the "Territory of Iowa" to the "State of Iowa." 

The permanent settlement of Iowa dates from the early thirties, 
the Indian title to a portion, of the country having been first extinguished 
in June, 1833. A series of treaties made within a period of ten years se
cured from the Indians practically the wnole of the Iowa country. 

The' population grew by leaps and bounds, Men came here from 
all parts of the Union .. They came from the' N orth, the . South, . the East, 
and the Middle West. The increase in the. population up to .184,6 was. as 
follows: 10,531 in 1836 ; 22,859 in 1838;43,112 in 1840 ; arid 102,388 in 
1846. . ' . '. . .'.' ~ 

Many of the early settlers came tolowabefor.etllehmds,.hadbeen 
surveyed and offered for sale. They did not wait for the-s'l1:iv~yor and 
the auctioneer. They staked out "claims" and .proceeded to improve them: 
They built houses .and barns and fences; they broke the prairies and 
cleared the forests. For their mutual protection in making and holding 
claims they formed "claim associations" and "land clubs.'" The constitu" 
tions, laws, and resolutions of these extra-legal associations were for the 
pioneers the "law of the land.". 

The Constitution of the Territory of Iowa was the "acttQ divide 
the Territory of Wisconsin and to establish the .. TerritorialGovernment 
of Iowa," pass,ed by Congress in 1838. It served as the fundamental law 
until the formation of·theState government in 1846. ' .. 

The movement towards the establishment of State gb'V'ernment was 
inaugurated by Governor Lucas who, in 1839, recolnmemded that the Leg" 
islativeAssemblymemQrialized Congress for.permission brfQrni:a:: consti
tution. This first recommendation bore no fruit. Buiin1840,'fue qu~s
tioll'of calling a constitutional convention was submitted to the people. 
It was voted downbya large majority. Again in 1842thepeopleop· 
posed the calling of a convention by a decisive vote. It was n.otul1til 
1844that a vote was returned by the people in favor of State governmell:t. 

The. first constitutional convention met at Iowa City .in . Octop~t; . 
. . 1844. It consisted of seventy-two .members-fifty-one Democrats' and 
twenty-one Whigs. The constitution drawn up by this conventiol1was 
tWice submitted to the people in 1845, and twice rejected by them. 

The second constitutional' convention met' at IowaiCity In May, 
1846. It consisted of but thirty-two members-twent-y-tw!> Democrats 
and ten Whigs. On August 3, 1846, the constitution/dra1'tE\d:.by.this.con
vention was ratifiedhy the people by a majorityof456voies:Wlththis 
constitution as the fundamental lawlowa was admittedinto the Union 
on December 28, 184ft., -

As early as 1855 the General Assembly of the State' provided for 
an. expression of the people relative to the calling of a convention to ree 
vise or amend the constitution of 1846. The majority in favor of such a 
convention was over eighteen thousand. In November, 1856, delegates. 
were elected; and in January, 1857, .the third constitutional convention 
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met at Iowa City. It was composed of thirty-six me;mbers-twenty-one 
Republicans and fifteen Democrats. 

The Constitution drawn up by the convention of 1857, a copy of 
which is herein printed from the original records, was ratified by the 
people in August, 1857, by a majority of 1,630 votes. It went into effect 
September, 1857, upon the proclamation of Governor James iN. Grimes. 

At six different times since its adoption the constitution of 1857 
has been amended. These several amendments are given below, following 
the text of the constitution. 

In 1882 the following proposed amendment was ratified by the peo
ple as Section 26 of the Bill of Rights: "No person shall manufacture for 
sale, or sell or keep for sale, as a beverage, any intoxicating liquors 
whatever, including ale, wine, and beer. The General Assembly shall by 
law prescribe regulations for the enforcement of the prohibition herein 
contained, and shall thereby provide suitable penalties for the violation 
of the provisions hereof." But in 1883 the Supreme Court held, in the 
case of Koehler and Lange versus Hill, that owing to certain irregulari
ties this amendment had not been, legally submitted to the people and 
therefore did not become a part of the constitution. 

The first effort to provide for biennial elections met with a similar 
fate. A proposed amendment ratified by the people in 1900 was held 
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in the case of State ex reI. Bailey 
vs. Bookhart. Substantially the same amendment was, however, adopted 
in 1904 and declared valid by the Supreme Court. 

Having repeatedly voted down the proposition for a convention to 
revise the constitution, the people in 1920 recorded a substantial major
ity in favor of such a convention; but the General Assembly at its next 
session (in 1921) failed to provide for the election of delegates. 
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LAMBDA DELTA SIGMA AT THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS 

Mount Oread is 'not indicated as a great elevation upon 
the map of Kansas, but it stands high in the annals of educa
tion. Upon its circling crest stands the University of Kansas 
with her many colleges, foremost among the institutions of 
learning in America. Lai,vrence, founded on the Kaw River 
by the sturdy New England pioneers under the leadership of 
Doctor Charles Robinson, would be quite an interesting and 
prosperous city, even if it did not house within its limits the 
center of learning for the State of Kansas, to which many 
western Missouri men. and women go. 

It is the largest and most attractive seat of learning near 
to Zion, and it is not strange that within her walls are founo , 
many of the church men and women from time to time. The 
opening of the fall term, 1922, found a strong and courageous 
band of Saints registered in the several schools for work in 
preparing for' higher and better' service in the building of 
Zion. 

As a means of securing response from all Latter Day 
Saints attending college, or that had attended successfully, the 
society bearing the Greek letters L. D. S. (Lambda Delta. 
Sigma) was organized in 1921. A chapter of this society was 
organized at K. U. during the following spring. As soon as 
registration was completed for the season of 1922, the society 
sought all those of Latter Day Saint parentage at the univer;. 
sity and secured their pledges. A room in Myers Hall was se
cured, and meetings arranged for every Sunday forenoon at 
10.30 o'clock, the time being devoted to 'an attempt to fur
nish a place of religious gathering for the discussion of the 
doctrines and problems of the church from a philosophical 
point of view. Now and then an invited guest from the offi-
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eers of the church is given opportunity to explain the meaning 
of the church and its principles to the society. On November 
3 a most enjoyable time was spent by the society, with the 
church historian as the invited guest. It was a mutual treat. 
The coinmunion was served, and an hour spent in the discus
sion of "The doctrine of continued revelation." Spirited in
terest was manifested by these college men and women in this 
vital subject to the church. 

It is worthy of note that in· this little company of stu
dents everyone was at least the third generation of his family 
belonging to the church. ,Some of them were of the fourth and 
fifth generations, and some of them were descended from 
members of the old church. Those present at the meeting in
cluded Reginald Smith, the youngest son of President Joseph 
Smith and grandson of Joseph Srriith the Prophet, who was 
also represented by two other descendants, Frederick A. 
Smith, jr., son of Patriarch Frederick A. Smith, and Ronald 
Smith, son of President Elbert A. Smith; Elvin and Wayne 
Luff, grandsons of Elder ,Robert M. Elvin and great-grand
sons of Doctor R. C. B. Elvin who joined the old church in 
Scotland; Ian and Naomi MacLaren, whose great-grandfa
ther, Clark Stillman, was a member of the church at Nauvoo, 
and resided for years at Farmington, Iowa; Roland Flanders, 
the president of the society, who is a grandson of Elder ·John 
W~ Brackenbury, whose father, Joseph Brackenbury, died 
while on a mission for the old church in 1833; Edward B . 

. Thompson, a cousin of Bishop Benjamin: R. McGuire, and 
fourth in descent from Louis McGuire, who united with the 
church at Allentown, New Jersey, 1840; Richard M. Ryan, 
grandson of Elder Richard Davis who unite4 with the church 
in Wales in the early days; Lester Etzenhouser-, grandson of 
Henry Etzenhouser, the first president of the Independence, 
Missouri, Branch; Jesse Roth,grandson of Elder J. S. Roth; 
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Charles Grabske; sometime of Malvern Hill Church,Kansas 
City, . who is the third generation of his family belonging. to . 
the church; and Robert Wayne Smith,secretary of the so
ciety, son of the church historian, and fourth generation of 
his family in the church. AugustKramer, nephew MElder 
Alma Barmore, is a member of the society.but Was 'detained 
from the meeting, also Aileen Danielson, great-granddaughter 
of Osmond Thomason, of Mission, Illinois, a member of the 
Norw~gianBranch in the early 40's. 

This is a fine exhibit in favor of the high regard inwl:l:iCh 
education is held by the older families~Of the church. 
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE CHURCH 

Where was the headquarters of the church from 1833 to 
the time the Saints s,ettled at Nauvoo, Illinois, 1839? 

The headquarters, or seat of the First Presidency, was 
maintained at the following places at the dates given: 

Fayette, Seneca County, New York, April 6, 1830, to Feb
ruary, 1831. 

Kirtland~ Cayuga County, Ohio, February 18, 1831, to 
January 12, 183K 

Far W~est, Caldwell County, Missouri, March 14, 1838, to 
January 29, 1839 .. 

Quincy, Adams County, Illinois, March 17, 1839, to May 
4, 1839. 

Nauvoo, Hancock County, Illinois, May 9, 1839, till the re
jection and disorganization which followed the assassination 
of Joseph and Hyrum Smith in 1844. 
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'IIANS NELsoN HANSEN, whopasseCI',~;er;on',F~br~~ry!8~i:'!, 

tlZed by Elder DaVldJ. p,ow~U m)\brch,1$~7'd", ml1:'Y~~:1/",)\:,,:j'k:i 

'~~=::;ER:E!;:l~~~~~;'S';\J'~ 
short time before his death, when. hebought,~honie~ 

,', " ".,.", .",', '·-f-·· ........ ',.' .... ~~ .. ' .. :.>.: ... -... ;:.:,';~:',.>/.>' ... ,:.:.\:'.::> 

town." of Underwood; Pottawattamie ,County,Jow:a;' 

· :::~1?r:::::::;I:I~;;~~1?~~ 
year' he was apPQinted toSCIJ,ridip.avia ~ria.'tpQ,k. 1i~s:': fb.:~t:~lW~i.,<:,' ';'., 'j, . 
sion to.his native couIltry; wher.~ihe'jern;ij~ed.f~i·~ig~~z;:;~~c~:';;:\ " 
months. At the close of this ~issi,onarY ~fforl1ie ~~'nQfi~l:':~ ." .' . t 
together satisfied,ior,.on thEf atirface"it~,:pp~~f~dii:tll~t;;;yija::"!",·,\·, <; 
little had ~en aeconlplished;butthe.seedk~s soWrt~~4/1.a:Uf;',:, :.:" 
bore fruit .. SOnleheard the m~ssiondi~ectfr~~;th~,:'~ra~f,;f'",{ 

.• ·E::1~i_;!~~lS~:i1'1~~~~ji 
became we1l1rnown· to the· church ~n;d'occupied::.in:the·Quo1"um·!i> 

. of the Twelve for a number ofyearsr~s::weiiasotherlllission:': 
ary w01:k priortohiscaUto:t;JlE~ a~o~~~ quonnri. 
". ',' , , , ~ '," ;- .,. '. ' , ,', -' .~~ 

, 
':,"" ' 

.> ~. " 

',,,.: 
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When on this mission to Scandinavia, he found it neces
sary to labor with his hands to provide for his needs, as the 
church was unable in those early days to furnish the necessary 
financial support; and while working upon the ship docks upon 
one occasion a little incident occurred to which he often re
ferred, and never forgot. It was customary to meet men go
ing around among the workers trying to sell different kinds 
of fruit, but he had been in the habit of paying no attention 
to them, until one day an old gentleman approached him, car
rying a basket of fine peaches, and handed him some of the 
fruit, saying, "Here, -1 know you," and then quickly disap
peared. The elder wondered about it and in the days follow
ing tried to watch for the old gentleman, but never did he see 
him again. 

After his retnrn from this mission, he labored in western 
Iowa, where he met Miss Agnes Kirkwood, and on November 
4, 1878, they were married. To this union one son was born; 
later they· made a home for a motherless girl,who with the 
wife survive him. 

He continued his missionary work, with some interrup
tions to look after his farm,for several years, until appointed 
to the Rocky Mountain Mission, where he labored for a num
ber of years with an occasional change to some other district 
in western Iowa for short periods. In his labors among the 
people of the West he was greatly blessed in defending the 
claims of the Reorganization, and it was a delight to him to 
engage in conversation, in private or in public, with some of 
the believers and representatives of that faith and present the 
true side of this latter-day work. At one time while on his 
first mission there; he became discouraged and downhearted, 
and in that condition sought the Lord in prayer for help. To 
this cry there came a response; the Lord spoke to him, bidding 
him to continue in the work, assuring him that the things he 
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had tried to oppose were an abomination in his sight .. Thusin'>" 
his mihistry in the West, as wellaselsewhere, the:re came the 
testimony that this work is founded on ,the Rock 6f Truth; 
that its claims would bear the light of investigation. 

In 1908 he was ~fSain aI?p~inted to Scandi~a:v.a" and.for ' 
sixteen months he strove to push the work on.' That . made 

.'.- . -, 

him many hardships and discouragements, often going with
out proper food, and, as h:e has told me himself, walking the 
streets at night because he had no place to sleep and no money 
to hire a bed, and was under the necessity of constantly mov:> ' 

~ - '. . - - . - '.. i : : 

jngto keep the police fl'omarrestinghun. Such'weresQIneof'" 
the discouragements and. hardships under which he p~fiently 
sought to spl'ead this gospel. Upon his l'eturn he la,bored in 
this country-until 1911, when he was again appointedt~ SCa,l1-
dinavia, and for the next two years he devoted:his€)nergY311d 
life to the work of ,the gospel among the people dfhisnathre 
land, with varying success and disappointments. returned 
for tho 1913 conference and a visit' at his' home and was re
turned to this same field. During this,his fourth missionto 
Scandinavja, he was put in charge of Scandinavia and Ger
many. Heroo-k his wife with him onthis trip and n~mai1Ted 
,there until the condition of the warth,at broke p:utin 1914 

made it necessary for hIm to returIl to America. 
. " . 

We see his life has been one ofser-vice to his Master'-and 
in behalf of his fellow beings. 

On the 12th of April, l886, he was ordained to the office 
or seventy by Elder James Caffall, and conti~uedtooccupy in , 
this office until April 13, 1917, when he w:asotdain~d to'the 
office of high priest; In this officehelaboretf~oritinuou!llytin;:.· 
til his death.1>eing president of the Underwood BranchJtt 
time of his death. 

He spent his life as a minister for the cause of Chri$t.· 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



NECROLOGY 127 

which he loved dearly and bore a faithful testimony to the 

truth of this gospel by word and example and sacrifice. It 

can truly be said that he was faithful to the end. 

He was a man of quiet and pleasing manners, of a social 
and jovial disposition, but never carrying this to an extreme. 
A man of strong convictions and ready to stand earnestly for 
what he believed to be right, in the spirit of humility and 
meekne'ss, as the Lord has commanded. Being naturally of a 
religious make-up, and having been taught by' parents who 
had a high sense of religious integrity, he had a high regard 
for God and his teachings, but in no sense was he a fanatic. 
but was ever ready to listen to reason. He was thorough in 
his investigations and very careful in reaching his decisions. 
He was of sterling integrity and reliable in all his transac
tions; was\not easily discouraged, but of a hopeful and cheer
ful disposition, and very energetic and diligent in anything he 
undertook to do. These traits stood him well in his several 
missionary appointments, as some of the missions were of a 
very trying character, such as the Utah and Scandinavian 
Missions, where there were those things which h'ied the soul 
of man to the uttermost. Yet in all these years that we have 
known him, we have not heard him complain or murmur, but 
he has sought to respond to every requirement that was made 
of him and has 'been looked upon as one of the true and tried 
ministers of the church. 

As a traveling companion he was cong,enial and always 
willing to share all the hardships and carry his end of all the 
burdens that were to be borne. Self'-sacrificing and consider
ate of others, he always made friends for himself and the 
cause wherever he labored. For many years he manifested 
his love and loyalty to the cause by his devotion and diligence, 
and yet laboring, self-sustaining. 
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.. He :was very kind and loVing with his family,and highly:· ' 
respected in the county where he ~ade his .home .fot so many. 
years...,. 

In the days of 'his aatictioil his faith was unshaken, and 
. upon one occasion he· said to his son, "I am notsoJ;ry I have 

" . ~ .' . 

tried to do a little for this work," and Was patientin hiss.uf;.. 
fering, repeatedly saying, "The· Lord's will be d(}ne. i " .. He 
greatly appreciated visits from his brothers and friends, and 
often remarked; "I never k~ew I had- so ~any friel1ds.;' .. 

Thus passes one of the faithful mini'sters for ··Christ to a 
just reward at the hands elf the Master heJoved and served 
so lo~g and well while in this life;· . . .. 

" -.:)j 

. ,f, 
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THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1922 

THE SIXTY-EIGHTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 

OF THE REORGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF 

LATTER DAY SAINTS 

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, OCTOBER 1 TO 18, 1922 

By WALTER WAYNE SMITH 

The General Conference of 192'0 adjourned to meet at the 
call of the President which call was issued for October 1, 1922, 
ai Independence, l\1'issouri. This was the first General Con
ference held in the autumn since the discontinuance of the 
Semiannual Conference which was held last at Lamoni, Iowa, 
September 20, 1882. 

The g€neral sessions of the conference were held in a can
vas tabernacle on the south side of the Temple Lot. 

Sunday, October 1, 10.45 in the morning the sacrament of 
communion was administered, President Frederick M. Smith 
and Elbert A .. Smith in charge. Short addresses were made 
by Elbel't A. Smith, Walter W. Smith, Gomer T. Griffiths, Ben
jamin R. McGuire, Floyd lVI. McDowell, and John Shields. 

At 3 p. m. President Frederick lVI. Smith preached on the 
subject, "Our social ideals." 

Apostle John W. Rushton preached at 8 p. m. on the sub
ject, "The apocalyptic paradox." 
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The daily program of the conference consisted of: A 
study hour 8.30 to 9.30 a. m. daily except Sundays. These 
lectute courses were given on "Social service," by lVIrs. Ida 
Pearson Etzenhouser, B. S.; "Child welfare," by G. Leonard 
Harrington, M. D.; Psychology of childhood," by l\ferrill A. 
Etzenhouser, M. A. Prayer service, 9.30; departmental con
ferences, 10.45; preaching, 10.45; business session of confer
ence, 2 p. m.; and preaching at 8 p. m., with special music and 
congregational singing at 7.30 p. m. Some special musical 
programs and conferences were held at the evening hour at' 
the Stone Church. " 

A very large attendance of delegates, ministry, and visit~ 
ing members of the church was had. The great tabernacle 
seating more than three thousand was filled to overflowing 
daily, and overflow meetings were held at the Stone Church. 
The great throng gathered with expectant interest. It had 
been the longest period between conferences during the his
tory of the Reorganization. The weather was ideal. Balmy 
sunshine made the time seem much more suitable than the 
early April weather conference goel's had been used to in 
times past. 

The business session of the conference was called to or
der at 2 p. m., Monday, October 2, by President I<~'~ederick M: 
Smith. Sang the hymn, "Redeemer of Israel." Prayer was 
offered by Bishop Benjamin R. McGuire. The conference was 
organized as usual. The order of services, appointments, and 
arrangements for seating were approved. 

The report of the Department of Statistics shows a net 
enrollment of 94,143 after ,6,721 had been caiTied to the un
known. If these were still counted in, 'our total enrollment 

. would be 100,864. There are 671 hranches in the United 
States and Canada; 7 4 districts and five stakes. There are 
6,136 ordained men in the church. 
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The financial status of the church was indicated by the 
Presiding Bishop's report: 

The gross worth ................... . ............................ $2,903,298.19 
Total liabilities.. ................. .......... ..................... ~.. 338,405.70 
Net worth ...... ....... ........... ............... " ............. $2,564,892.49 
Total income, tithing, offering, and other ........ $ 480,904.92 
Total expenses ......................................................... 593,475.48 . 
Deficit......................... ....................................... 112,570.56 

These figures do not include the Herald Publishing House, 
Independence Sanitarium, nor Graceland College. The fol
lowing figures indicate their financial status: 

Herald Publishing House: 
Total assets .......................................................... : ....... $206,217.52 
Total liabilities .................................................... 36,309.19 
Ket worth ....... , ................................................. _ ...... 169,908.33 

Independence Sanitarium: ' 
Total assets ..... ........ ........................................ $ 89,493.51 
Total liabilities ......................................................... 15,719.71 
Net worth .......... " ..................................................... ~... 73,773.80 

Graceland College: 
Total· assets .............................................. : ........... __ .. $232,577.43 
·Total liabilities .............. ... : ........................ :........ 14,602.52 
Net worth ................. . ........................................... 217,974.91 

This shows assets in addition to the net worth shown in 
Bishop's report of $161,717.04 which would make a grand to~ 
tal of the assets of the church and institutions mentioned: 
$3,026,609.53 .. 

Near the close of the first session President Frederick M. 
Smith read the following revelation: 

To the Ch'll..rch: . Oct{)ber 2, 1922. 
To the matter of filling the leading quorums of the church in which 

vacancies now exist I have given prayerful and careful consideration 
and meditation, and the voice of inspiration to me is: 

Let Floyd M. McDowel1 be ordained couns.elor to the president as a 
member of the First Presidency to fill the vacany now existing. 

Let Gomer T. Griffithf', Ulysses W. Greene, Cornelius A. Butter
worth, and Robert C. Russell be released from further responsibility as 
apostles, t-() devote their activities as their strength and opportunity 
might permit t.o local work or as evangelical ministers as might be d~
termined by subsequent procedure. 
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To fill the vacancies in the quorum of Twelve let the following be 
ordained apostles; Clyde F. Ellis, John F. Garver, Daniel T. Willi,lms, 
F. Henry ,Edwards, Edmund J. Gleazer, Roy S. Budd. 

Let J ames A. Gillen be ordained president of the Quorum of Twelve. 
The field is large and the time opportune. Let the missionary work 

be prosecuted with great vigor, and if the Twelve will devote themselves 
whole-heartedly to this work the ChUl'ch will be greatly blessed through 
their ministration. 

And let the Quorum of Twelve be further admonished that upon 
them rests, the anel'OUS burden of the missionary work of the church, 
and be not concerned with local administrative work except in emergen
cies or as sent by the presidency, leaving the care of the local work to 
those officel's pre,iously indicated in the la'w. 

Let contention cease. FREDERICK M. SMITH. 

The document was given to the several quorums' (bodies 
of ministers) for consideration and report to the conference. 

On Wednesday, October 4, the Quorum of Twelve re
ported as follows: 

To the General Confe"7"ence; Greeting: The following matters had 
been before the joint council for some time befor~ adjournment l\1ay 16, 
1922, pending consideration. When adjournment was had of the joint 
council sessions on the above date the resolution provided for the re
convening on the 20th day of September. So far the council has not been 
convened and the issues are still in suspense: 

First; "Appreciating the urgent need of some concrete expression 
being given to the economic and social program of the church and the 
effort being made by President Frederick M. Smith to arouse the collec
tive consciousness of the church at large to a sense of the responsibility 
resting on the church to discharge this duty; and, the efforts made by 
the Order of Bishops to devise and state categorically the ways and 
means and interpret the method of administering stewardships and in
heritances; be it Tesol ved: That we request the j oint council of Presi
dency, Twelve, and Presiding Bishopric' to take up this matter for con
sideration and discussion, with a view to presenti~g to the coming 
Genel'al Conference for considel'ation and indor~(:ment a definite con
structive program moving towards the realization of this vital feature of 
Christian idealism." 

Seeond: "That the l'esolution on page 2437 of General Conference 
Minutes for the year 1917 on the silencing of ministers be amended by 
adding the following: 'In case the party silenced is not satisfied, appeal . 
may be made to the joint council consisting of the Presidency, Twelve, 
and Presiding Bishopric. The decision of this council being final.' " 

Third: "In order to reduce to the utmost minimum the occasion 
for criticism and laek of confidence, which ereate doubt, if not suspicion, 
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to the detriment of the cause, and to meet the' evident need of closer co
operation in the executive work; and to secure more effective service 
from the executive officials in attempting to meet the general needs of the 
church, especially stimulating the faith of the. membership at large; and, 
in organizing the various departments of church work in foreign and 
domestic fields; and, to increase unity of purpose: It is the opinion of 
the apostolic quorum that in order to secure these ends in programs of 
official itinerary, involving the church executive or administrative depart
ments, together with the expenditure of money from the general treas
ury beyond the ordinary work, such programs. and itineraries should 
have the consideration and indorsement of, the joillt council; that the 
wisdom, judgment, and inspiration w.hich it may be assumed the joint 
council possesses, shall authorize these extraordinary measures, and by 
mutual consultation the integrity of the executive council, individually. 
and as a whole, may be conserved and all be thus qualified to sustain 
such programs and expense, because undertaken with the knowledge and 
consent of the joint council." 

Fourth: In 1919 one of the ministers of the church was placed un
der silence by the President. This action was objected to by the brothel' 
himself, and after three years his appeal from the action was under 
consideration of the joint council, the whole matter being referred to ~ 
committee. 

This committee spent several weeks in making investigation. Every 
source of information was explored and a very elaborate report was pre
sented to the joint council with the following conclusion: 

That the grounds upon which action was based were not sustained 
by evidences, and recommended that the silence imposed in 1919 be lifted; 

The findings and recommendations were considered by the joint 
council and approved unanimously. 

Up to the present this action of the joint council has not been 
honored. 

It is the opinion of the quorum that these features are of such im
portance they should have consideration by the joint council, as .at .pres· 
ent constituted, and then be submitted to this General Conference for 
final action, because of the peculiar circumstances surrounding these 
matters. 

We therefore respectfully ask that action upon the communication 
presented by President F. M. Smith, October ~, be postponed until these 
featlires have had the consideration and action called for. 

The above was adopted by unanimous vote. 
Respectfully submitted, THE QUORUM OF TWELVE, 

October 4, 1922. JOHN W. RUSHTON, 'Secretary, 

On the same date the Quorums of Seventy reported: 

To the Conference; Greeting: I am instructed by the quorums of 
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Seventy in joint council to present the following as their action, which 
Was had by a vote of 48 to 16. . 

Resolved, That in compliance with the request of the Quorum of the 
Twelve and the Presiding Bishopl'ic, we defer action on the'matter of 
accepting the purported l'evelation, pending the settlement of important 
matters pending before the joint council of the Preflidency, Twelve, and 
Presiding Bishopric, in which the present personnel of the Twelve are 
vitally interested, and which were had under consideration at the ad
journment of the council on May 16, 1922, and yet undecided and unset
tled at the present time; believing it to be an error to remove those men . 
from the quorum before these matters are properly adjudicated; and 
that we so inform the President of the church. 

Respectfully submitted, K E. LONG, Sf'.ereta1']!. 
INDEPENDENCE, :M:1ssotJRI, October 4, 1922. 

The High Priests reported as follows on the same date: 

To President Fre.derick ill]. Smith and the Gen.(!nd Conference; 
G1'eetin.q: I am directed by the High Priests' Quorum to say that at a 
meeting of the quorum held this morning the following action was had 
relative to the document submitted to the quorum on October 2: 

Moved and c:ll.Tied tl1at we adOIJt the document. This prevaik;d, by 
a vote of 55 for to 13 against. 

. Respectfully, ALBERT H. KNOWLi'ON, 8ec·reta1'1l. 

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, October 4, 1922. 

The matter was discussed and a recommitment had. 
After further consideration the following reports were made 
on Tu~sday, October 10: 

To the President, Ex Officio lV/r5'Yt)'bers, and Delegate!'; of the Gen
eral Conference; Greeting: I am instructed by the Quorum of Twelve 
to present the following action on the document referred by the body to 
the several quorums on October 2, for consideration: 

vVheTeas, after prayerful and earnest consideration of the docu
ment presented to the General Conference October 2 by President Fred
erick M. Smith, there appears to be a disparity between the status and 
functions of the Quorum of Twelve as stated in the aforesaid document 
and the status and· functions of the Quorum of 'l'welve as found in ·the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, as per the following cita.tions: Section 
104: 12, 13; 105: 12; 120: 3,4; 122: 6,7,9,10,11,13, and 14; and as 
interpreted by the First Presidency, accepted by the Twelve and Presid
ing BishoprIc, and afterwards approved by the General Conference and 
included in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, section 123: 23, there
fore, 

Be it resolved, That umier these circum::;tances we regretfully de-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



GENERAL CONFERENCE. 135 

cline to accept the communication of President Frederick lVL Smith, pre
sented to the General Conference October 2, as a revelation from God. 

This action was unanimous. 
Rspectfully submitted, 

THE QUORUM OF TWELVE, 
By JOHN W. RUSHTON, Sec·reta1lJ. 

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, October 10, 1922. 

To the G'··neral Conferen:ce; Greeting: At a meeting of the Sev
enty in joint council, held in the Liberty Street Church this morning, the 
follo,ving ~'esolution was adopted by a vote of 41 to 25. 

Resolved. That after due consideration of the paper placed befOl'e 
the confel'ence and quorums of the church by President Smith, whereby 
certain changes of the personnel of leading quorums are to be author
i:t.ed if said document shall be indorsed by the quorums and by the church; 

And after careful consideration of the unusual circumstances in
volved in the presentation of said paper, and in the absence of sufficient 
apparent reasons supporting the wisdom of. such changes at this time, 
and under prevailing conditions; 

And in consideration of t11e utter lack of convincing spiritual wit
ness and testimony that said paper represents the will and voice of ti,e 
Lord in this matter, we IJcreby report that we cannot accept it. as such. 

Respectfully submitted, E. E. LONG, Secnd[try. 

To the Genm'al Conference; Greeting: The Order of Bishops. met 
and considered the document presented by President Frederick M. Smith, 
and the following resolution was adopted: "Resolved, That we adopt the 
document as a revelation f['dm. God to the church." 

R. T. COOPER, Secreta1'Y P1"O Tem. 
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, October 7, 1922. 

To the Cmfer·ence: I am authorized to present the following· as 
the action of the Order of Evangelists: Resolved, That we authorize 
the secretary of the order to report to the conference that the Order of 
Evangelists accept the document presented by the President of the 
Church on Monday, October 2, for what it purports to be, "the voice of 
inspiration" to the church. H. O. SMITH, SecretaTY. 

October 7, 1922. 

To the Generfl"l Conference; Gn;eting: I am instructed by the mass 
quorums of elders to report their action on the document from the Presi
dent of the church as follows: 

"That we, the Eldel's' Quol'ums, a~dopt the document referred to us 
by the conference, as a revelation from God." The vote was 115 for and 
48 opposed, with 14 not voting. Four persons not able to be present 
asked the secretary to cast theh votes, 2 for and 2 against. These are 
not included in the foregoing figures, 

Respectfully, A. K STOFT, Sec?·elary. 
INDEPBNDENCE, MISSOURI, October 7, 1922. 
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To General Conference; Greeting: At this morning's session of the 
Aaronic priesthood the following resolution was adopted: "'l'hat the 
communication fl'om the President be adopted as a revelation." The 
vote was 46 for, 41 against, with 9 not voting. 

VERNON A. REESE, Secret,a'I'Y· 
INDEPENDEN'CE, MISSOURI, October 10, 1!l22. 

On Wednesday, October 11, the document under con sid-
eration was referred 
Twelve, and Seventy. 
reported as follows: 

to the joint council of Presidency, 
On Thursday, October 12, this council 

To the Gene1'al Conje?'fmce: In response to action of the General 
Conference on yesterday referring matter before the conference to the' 
Presidency, Twelve, and Seventy, we desire to report that the Presidency 
met with the Twelve and Seventy at 10 a. m. to-day, continuing in ses
sion for about an hour. President F. ~I. Smith presided over the meet
ing. Questions were asked of the President and answers given; Rome 
legislation was attempted but no progress was made, and the meeting 
adjourned without any action being taken. 

" Respectfully submitted, 
ELBERT A. SMITH, for ihe P1'esidency. 

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, October 12, 1922. 

President Frederick M. Smith ruled that the present 
. state of business brought the document submitted by him be
fore the body. He suggested that an hour be fixed for the 
taking of the vote on the substitute. He made the following 
statement: 

I wish to make a very few stat~ments. There haf: been some ques
tion raised on the floor of the conference and among those who have dis
cussed it on the quorum floors, and on t.he streets, as to the use of the 
word inspiration. 

Acting as your President, and as you have sustained me your 
prophet, I have plead for and have received what I believe to be inspira- . 
tion from God. Acting on that inspiration, I have given the word that is 
before this people to decide on. It seems to me that after ten days of 
procrastination it is only fair that I request you to give your answer as 
to what that means to you. I am going to ask that the time be fixed for 
acting on that document. If there are quorums that still wish to discuss 
the question and SUblllit a further repOl·t. to this body, they should be 
requested to withdraw now and rep,ort at such fixed time .. 

It was moved and seconded that the vote on the doeu-
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ment submitted by President Frederick 1\1. Smith on Monday, 
the 2d, be voted upon at 4 p. m. The motion prevailed. 

Upon motion the vote was ordered by Yeas and Nays 
(delegate vote) upon the question, "That we indorse and ap
prove the document submitted to us on Monday, October 2." 

President Frederick M. Smith arose and made the fol
lowing statement: 

The question that seems to. have disturbed Qne speaker is particu
larly in regard to the apostolic authority. Let me remind you, as I tried 
in 1919, that the apostolic authority inheres in the Presidency as well as 
in the Twelve, and that there is a division of labor. That division of 
labor is recQgnized of the Lord and must be recognized by us. 

In regard to the attempted straining of the word concerned, my 
understanding of that is nicely set out by the last speaker. No. distQrted 
or over-emphasized definition of that word could be made to do violence 
to the revelations we have already in our b{)oks, and hence could not be 
made to do. viDlence to any Dfficial in the church. 

President Smith then called Elder Joseph A. ranner to 
the chair and withdrew from the assembly. 

The secretary read- the revelatiori. 
Chairmen called their delegations together to make up 

the vote, and the assembly took a recess. 
The vote was taken by the secretaries, resulting as fol

lows: Delegates: 451 for, 310- against. - Ex officios 205 for, 
145 against. Total vote: 656 for and 452 against. 

On Friday, October 13, at the opening of the session the 
following speeches were made: 

PRESIDENT ELBERT A. SMITH 

It might seem presumptuous for me as a cDunselor to advise the 
people when the President of the church is here and in his place. It 
might seem presumptuous for me to presume to advise him publicly be
fore the people. If so., I will take my rebuke in the time of its adminis
tration. 

What I have to say I say frDm a feeling of compulsion. I feel I 
\vould say it if it were the last thing I did on earth. And if it would ac
cDmplish the results that I desire I would be willing that it ShDUld be 
the last thing I did on earth. 
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I believe it to be one of the duties of the Presidency to unify the 
high priesthood. Weare presidentti of the high priesthood iin5t and, in a 
way, because of that, of the church. I say I believe it to be one of our 
duties to unify the high priesthood. We have Ilotyet succeeded in doing 
that. Perhaps we are not good at unifying. Perhaps you are hard to 
unify. Perhaps both are true. Bllt it seem~ to me that if presently 
there does not come more unity the time will come when we of necessity 
must step aside and permit you to select some one else who can perform 
that work. 

I believe that our division has been due to several factors, two of 
which I will mention. One is the thousand never-reding, poison-drip-

_ping tongues of rumor. I have found rumor to be a liar. I do not be
lieve -any rumor any more until I go directly to the one affected and find 
out his version of the story before I believe it or tell it. But rumor has 
been busy on both sides. 

I think perhaps another factor is misunderstanding ,nd a luisap
prehension. I know that the President who sits here in his chair h.38 a 
side to his character that some of you have never seen. I canIlot say 
where the fault is. Perhaps some have been too busy thinking and speak
ing about his failings, which he admits he has, and have never or seldom 
paused at any time to t11ink 01' speak about his virtues. It may be that· 
he has kept that side concealed from you ann has drawn himself into 
himself and isolated himself from you and shown you only the austeTC 
side of his nature. But when he came into the stand 'Sunday morning. 
as I was to preaeh to this audience and .offered a childlike and humble 
prayer for me, he did something for me that he ceu~d not have done by 
compulsion in a thousand years. I wish that he eould in some way 
make everyone of you feel.that he is back of you and praying for you 
as .he did m€, and that he could take you all into a heal"t of love as big 
as you all admit his intelligence to be. 

lt may be true also. that you have "om~ traits that President Smith 
has not clearly· pel'ceived: It may be that some hav;) worked from ul
terior motives, but I believe the majoTity of the priesthood to be clean 
and honorable men. I know that some of the men who voted against 

. that revelation went through hell before they reached their decision. 
You can see it in their faces. They acted from conscience. Such men 
are too valuable to lose. 

My plea is that the President and the p1'iesthoo.d will unite to. for
get and forgive all past wounds. If there is anyone sentence in this 
document that we can all say is from God it is that closing sentence, 
"Let contention cease." And there is nothing in scripture, neither deca
logue nor beatitude more true, mOTe beautiful, than that statement that 
no man can assist in this work except he be humble. and full of love, 
having faith, hope, and charity. 

I long to see the day when our President will stand up as our 
prophet, embracing in his love and leadership all the priesthood, v:hen 
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all will be rallied al'ound him in one solid phalanx. If I do not see that 
day before I die, I will die a disappointed man. Perhaps I am overanx
ious. I am willing to fight the world, but I cannot fight my church. 
There is no place in this church for party government. The. Presidency 
must be the Presidency of all the priesthood. I hope we can find the 
basis of common action and go forward, and find it speedily. If I have 
been overanxious, forgive me .. 

ELDER JOHN W. RUSHTON 

The events of the recent days, as intimated by our much-esteemed 
brother who preceded me, certainly have left marks upon some of us 
which probably nevel' will be erased. It has been my intention to take 
advantage of the first opportunity which should present itself to ask the 
privilege of making some remarks upon this matter, for much against 
my inclination and my usual disposition I have been crowded into a pub
lic position which has been very distasteful to myself; for those who 
know me best will admit easily, I believe, that this sort of experience is 
one that' I do not like. 

I went into the ministry of this church when I was seventeen years 
of age, being ordained to the office of priest under the direction of the 
late Brother James W. Gillen. I labored as a local man until I was twen
ty-six years of age, devoting all my spare time and spare.money to the 
distribution of tracts, preaching on the sheets, and filling appointments 
under the rota plan of the Manchester District, doing all I could for the 
building up of what I believed then and still believe to be the 'kingdom 
of God. 

'When twenty-::;ix years of age I left my newly married wife and' a 
young cliild of nine months and went up into Scotland, where no one 
looked upon me with favor. 

When I was twenty-eight years of age I was called into the apos
tolic quorum. I was young and inexperienced, perhaps as young as any 
of the men mentioned in this document. I have done my best. I never 
shirked my duty. I never said No, when asked by the Presidency'to go 
anywhere. My wife never sent for me to come home· under any circum
stances and som~ were very pressing. 

To stand, therefore, in this congregation as we have had to do re
cently and take the position which has been taken is not a matter of 
choice. It is not a matter of selfish desire for publicity. It is a matter 
of conscience, of the deepest kind. But the battle is over. TtIis people 
has spoken. Vox populi, vox Dei is the essential principle of our parlia
mental'Y rule of the government of common consent. 

So far as I am concerned, and I speak for the brethren of the QUo
rum of Twelve, I am sure, I have no disposition to resign, even though 
that has been intimated and circulated as suggested in our brother'S 
speech. We shall play the game according to the rules of Christian 
ethics, and continue to do our best for the advancement of this wOl'k as 
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long as God and the people may wish us so to serve. Whatever ability, 
whatever talent, whatever gift or experience we may have gotten and 
have in our keeping, shall be consecrated to the kingdom of God,'because 
this is bigger than life. 

I want to say so far as the men who are coming into the quorum 
are concerned, not one word has been raised in criticism against anyone 
of them by the mEm of the quorum. They shall be welcomed and received 
by us without any hesitation, with a heart of love and with the fullest 
confidence. The best we have will ~e at their disposal if they may wish 
-to draw upon it for their good or the good of the work. We shall unite 
with them with a spirit of love and union and confidence and freedom, 
and hope that the high traditions of the apostolic quorum may be main-
tained in the days and years which are yet to come. ' 

It is only natural that we feel deeply grieved and touched with emo
tion that somet,imes unsteadies the train of thought and probably makes 
logic and grammar almost worthless, but these men who leave us, one 
,of them at least, has been a father to me. I ,met him first when I was a 
boy, and he has advised and counseled me and has been one of the best 
friends I have had in this church. The other men have grown up to be, 
friends to us. Meli cannot live together and work together and play to
gether without becoming very deeply attached to each other, and as the 
places of these ~en are left vacant and the consciousness of their work 
only lingers with the memory of their names, I hope you, will believe us 
when I tell you, that we feel lonely, and their going out is a loss to us 
that will take a long time to overcome. I want you to beIiev~ if you will 
that in spite of all the ebbing and flowing of the tides of battle, now 
that the conference has spoken and approved, 'and, I am glad it has, of 
the document presented to us by the President Of the church, so far 
as we of the quorum who yet remain are concerned,' we pledge the 
loyalty and support of the quorum to the program that is being put forth 
by the church to the upbuilding of the kingdom of God. 

PRESIDENT FREDERICK M. SMITH' 

I do not wish to bear a testimony. All I have gpt to say is that 
I have fought a battle with myself and as a result of that battle I find 
my harness settling back into place. I am on the job. I hope you know 
what that means. It has, been a battle for me. The introduction of 
these speeches at this tirriehas been quite unexpected to me. I am glad' 
they wer~ made. I appreciate the expressions of loyalty that come from 
both sides. Without some such assurance or expression of loyalty, it 
would, have been a difficult task to take up the arduous proposition of 
carrying on the work with a divided priesthood. I shall do my part. I 
trust that the Lo.rd will help. I hope we are through the surf, but I do 
not imagine that we are on entirely smooth waters yet. But if we are 
united I have no doubt about the uftimate outcome.· The ship of Zion 
will go into smooth waters. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



GENERAL CONFERENCE 141 

The folIowing was regularly moved and adopted: 

Resolved, That the document submitted by Prf'sident Frederick M. 
Smith and approved by the conference be ordered printed in the Book of 
Doctrine and Covenants as a rule of action to the church, and that the 
ordinations indicated therein be provided fol'. 

. President Frederick M. Smith suggested that the confer

ence hear from the brethren named in the revelation, whose 
ordination had been provided for. 

Elder Clyde F. Ellis was not present, being at the time 
in the Society Islands on a mission~ The acceptance speeches 
of the other men, all of whom were present, are here given 
with short biographical sketches of each. 

FLOYD M. MCDOWELL 

Is it too much to ask your prayers and faith that I might he able 
to say that which my heart desire~ to say? I may have to tell a diffe.r
ent story than the brethren that have just spoken, but in that stor~' I. 
shall put my whole heart, and before God I shall tell the trl.lth. A few 
days ago I was approached by a brother who asked me rathei· abruptly, 
I thought, "Have you had any special evidence as to your call 7" I said, 
"No; I have had nothing specia1." There was no chance fo), conversation 
and· I fear that he may have misunderstood my answer. My answer 
shall have to be told in a longei: story than in t1le wonts yes or no. 

My earliest recollections ar~: a praying, sacrificing, an(j God-fear
ing mother and a missionary father. I shall never forget the keen sat
isfaction I had·· as a boy in unbuckling the straps from my father's 
satchel and playing horse with that satchel, or playing it was :'in engine 
with a row of chairs to constitute'the train, and I lhe engineer. I can 
see and feel now just how it felt and just how it looked to see my fa
ther eoming up over the hill from the town not far distant, carrying his 
heavy ~atcheIs through the snow. 

At the early age of fourteen I had to leave home if I went to school 
at all, and had it .not been for a mother who was willing to give all her 
life that I might have that chanee, had it not been for a mother who 
did not hesitate to go into the field orban1- or garden and toil early and 
late, had it not been for a mother who did not hesitate to give a11 she 
had, even food and clothing, I could not have secured this schooling. 
Many a time as we sat down. to a meal, she said, "Children, I am not 
hungry. You eat. If there is anything left I may eat." We know now 
that she went without many a time. That mother when I was fourteen 
years old took me to town and walked the sheets of that city until she 
fOUl1d a place where I could have a chance to work for my room and 
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board. She tackled the thing that could not be done and did it. Week 
after week I stayed there. When I went home I would "ay. to mother, 
"Read me something. I don't want to go to sleep because the time is so 
short that I have before I have to go back again to the disagreeable 
work." "'leek after week I went back with her blessing and her last 
dollar in my pocket and her prayer to back me up. For seven years 
I earned all my board and room in school. I tackled every job imagin
able under some of the most disagreeable circumstances, and would never 
have finished high school had it not been for the prayers of my mother. 

On four successive occasions in my life opportunities have opened 
to me that I did not understand. My prayer has always been that. I 
might be _ directed, or to use my actual words, my prayer has been that 
the pathway might be opened up before me that I might move in the 
right· direction. On four successive occasions in life thus far that exact 
thing has happened. Each of those cases came as distinct surprises. 
Yet in eaeh instance I moved in with the prayer of faith and with the 
prayer of my mother ringing in my ears, and in Elach instance has the 
assurance of God come to me with all the power it can bring that I did 
the right thing. 

My life is known to many of the young people of this church. I 
have no apologies to offer, because my conscience is clear. I have done 
that which 1. believed best. Long ago I answered the problem of conse
cration of my all to the service of this church, and when there came the 
time when a mother's influence was not so far~reaching I was so fortu
nate as to find a companion who was willing to sacrifice with me. And 
in the spirit of the missionary we lived in rooms hardly fit to live in, 
while I completed that education. I am as sure as I am that I stand 
here that every day I spent in school is in accordance to the will of God. 
If anything can bring a~surance, I know that. I am also sure that the 
power which comes from training can be used for evil and the criminal 
who is trained can be a worse criminal for his training. However, I am 
also sure that God placed a talent in our souls, that he expects us to 
cultivate that talent and train it to the utmost, and finally that he ex
pects us to say, Here am I, Lord, use me. Every bit of talent I have 
must go into the same crucible as every bit of wealth anyone else has for 
the good of the cause on earth. 

That is all the special evidence I have had. I know that every hour 
I have spent in study is the will of God. I know that he wants me to 
use that talent in his service. If it is the will of this church to use it 
in the position to which I am now called, I shall use it to the best of my 
ability. I have gone through a crucible in the last two weeks and if you 
place yourself in my positi0l1 I am sure you win feel it is true. With my 
brethren I have spent sleepless hours on the bed tossing about and think
ing. Just why a voice could not have spoken to me I do not know. My 
experience leads me to feel justified in saying that the .only thing I can 
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say is that I will move forward and if -my experience means anything 
there will come to me the assurance that my move is right. 

I have had the assurance that the time would come when I would 
leave the college and spend my time in the interests of the young people 
and in teaching thein. God has given me, I believe, without any conceit 
on my part the ability to teach. There is nothing that I desire to do 
more than to teach, and there are people in this audience in whose eyes 
I have seen tears as I have taught in the classroom exactly llfl I have in 
the prayer meeting. I want to teach this people. I want to be a teacher, 
and the first law of teaching is to be humble and to.get onto the level of 
those you would teach. If I can follow the example of the blessed Mas
ter ~wd help this people to understand arid vision the great mission" ~f 
this church; if I can have my office accessible and my ear open to the 
voices of every young person in this church, be they ever so small arid 
untrained, I want that office and _ ear open. . I want everyone of them. 
to write mea personal letter about their trials and their problems. May 
I have your prayers as I move in, not knowing but believing that if I do 
as I have done before God will bless me. 

In 1914 \vhen 1 ,vent to Worcester my mother was much concerned 
about that move. She did not want me to go at first, hut she afterwards 
wrote me this, "I have had a personage visit me in my room. It is his 
will that you should go on. The time will come when. you will occupy in 
the highestca'uncils oi the church." That mother w~ote me just this 
week and said that she was not at all surprised and that .the vision to 
her had been literally fulfilled. That is her testimony. May I have your 
prayers of faith and confidence as 1 shall move in and give my best. I 
thank you. 

FLOYD MARION McDOWELL, son of Brother and Sister 
Willis A. McDowell, was born at Excelsior, Wisconsin, March 
26, 1889. He was baptized at East Delavan, Wisconsin,Oc
tober, 1899, by his father, Elder Willis A. McDowell, and con
firmed by Henry Southwick and J. T. Hackett. 

He received his early schooling in the public schools of 
his neighborhood, working his way in part and supported 
and encouraged by his devoted mother who sacrificed the nec
essaries of life that her son might be properly equipped for 
life. He worked his way through Graceland College/earnestly 
working as well as studying to secure the coveted preparation 
for a larger and better service to the church. He attended 
the Iowa State University where he took his Bachelor of Arts 
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Degree in 1911. He went to Graceland College as an in~ 

structor, placing himself on a stewardship basis in common 

with the ministry of the church though he was not yet or~ 

dained. He gave his whole time where the church might see 

fit to use him-. 

In 1913 fortune favored him and he was enabled to a~ 

tend Clark University where he received his Master of, Arts 

Degree in 1914. Returning to Graceland he continued his 

work as an instructor and was made Dean of the Collegiate 

. Department which position he has held ever since; He was 
granted a leave of absence in 1917~18 and returned to the 
Iowa 'State University where ~e took the doctor's degree in 
philosophy, majoring in education. His thesis was written 
on the "Junior College" and has since been published as a 
Government Bulletin on Education. He is consulted as an au
thority on the organization and curriculum of junior colleges 
throughout the United States and Canada. 

Brother McDowell married at Lamoni, Iowa; July 30, 
1912, -Miss Lucy Goode. To them have been born two girls, 
Wilde Lee and Marian Louise. 

He was ordained an elder January 10, 1915, by Albert' 
Carmichael at Lamoni, Iowa, and on August 6, 1916, to the 
office 'of high priest by President Elbert A. Smith, and in Oc
tOber following he was chosen a member of the Lamoni Stake 
High. Council. He has been a conscientious minister for 
Christ, devoting all of his time and energy to education and 
the work of his office as high priest. By order of the General 
Conference he was ordained counselor to the President of the 
church and member of the First Presidency on October 15, 
1922, by President Frederick M. Smith and Apostle Thomas 
W. Williams. 
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JOHN F. GARVER 
When on the 26th day of September, 1897, I was baptized a mem

ber of the church, in answer to my fervent prayer to know whether or 
not Jesus Christ was the Son of God and my Savior, the Father on that 
day by the testimony of his Spirit made me' to know this same Jesus was' 
indeed the Christ and the Savior of all men. This testimony has been 
unwavering from that day to this. 

When in the General Conference of 1913 the document was being 
read commending certain men for the Quorum of Twelve, and the reader 
spoke the wprds to the effect that there were others in the body who by 
the witness of the Spirit that Jesus is the Christ were qualified to func
tion in this office, the Lord by the selfsame Spirit said to me, "Thou art 
one of these men." In response to this admonition, I went to work that 
Ve1'y day, and have not ceased in my endeavor to otherwise qualify for 
this office. 

This witness was repeated to me from time to time: and again for 
the last time, when three weeks ago Sunday morning, in a meeting at 
Lamoni, the Spirit of God came to ask me the question, "Will you move 
now to this office?" 

Conditions I will not here name were and are such I felt and still 
feel the call could not have come at a time more difficult for me and 
mine. I prayed God the matter might rest for a t.ime. The question 
was repeated, and when I hesitated, again persisted, upon which I finally. 
answered, "Yes, Lord, I will move now." I did not at the time know the 
conditions under which I 'would be required to move. I, however, unre
servedly gave this my pledge t.o God, and as I have kept other pledges 
made him in the past, I want to keep this one. 

The church being so disposed, I am then ready to move in and oc
cupy; and so far as I may endeavor, the work shall have the best I can 
give, little though it may be. And I shall trust God and the people that 
my part shall be a success. 

JOHN F. GARVER was born January 28, 1878, at Bristol, 
Indiana. Baptized September 26, 1897, at Bartlett, Iowa, by 
Henry Kemp, and was ordained a priest by Brother Kemp on 
November 10, 1901. Subsequently he went to Lamoni, Iowa, 
in order to attend Graceland College, his ideal being better 
and more effective service to mankind. He worked his way 
at college. One· of his regrets is that he has not had oppor
tunity to go on and complete a fully rounded-out education, 
but service has pressed hard upon him for his time and energy. 

He was ordained counselor to John Smith, president of 
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the Lamoni Stake, in October, 1907, in which capacity he 
served until the resignation of Brother Smith in 1916. On 
June 18, that year, he was ordained p'resident of the stake 
and continued until his ordination to 'office of apostle. He 
was for years a member of the board of trustees of Grace
land College, a member of the Standing High Counqil>; assist
ant editor of the Saints' Het'ald for years prior to 19'16 and 
editor of the Zion's Ensign since early in 1922; He was or
dained an apostle October 13, 1922, by ThomasW. Williams 
and Frederick M. Smith. 

Brother Garver manied at Lamoni, Iowa, August 11, 
1907, Miss Minnie Hayer. To them have been born three 
daughters, Verna Grace, Lois, and Bertha Lillian. 

DANIEL T. WILLIAMS 

For the last eight years I have given my life to the missionary work 
of this church. I have found no place Lo turn back. All of us have 
found Htrenuous times. All of us have had our trials ami our troubles 
and our temptations, and yet we have all had the gracious manifestations 
of the SpiTit of the Almighty to us and we have. been blessed by him in 
our labors. To most 6f us at least, I presume to all of us, God has given 
the testimony that the tl1ing in which we have erigaged is the work of 
himself and his. Son. . . ~ 

God, too, has given to me some testimonies, and one of those testi-
monies I want to call to your attention this morning. I still have a de
sire to give my full, unlimited, and unresel'yed service to this people. In 
the paflt God has told me that some day I would stand in the place in 
which I am standing n9W. This came to me nine years ago. J was la
boring then in the office of priest in the Ottumwa, Iowa, Branch. I l'e
member that I went to the place of meeting one Sunday evening. It was 
my, part to speak to the people of Gud. > I had chosen a subject that was 
hard for me to speak upon l?oecause I knew it, 'Would come in conflict with 
the ideas of some of mY'ei~~rs and especially so with my father, who 
was a priest in the church, and previous to the time of my being selected 
to the office, of the presidency of the branch he had labored in that place. 
I am sorry to say it, but it is true, that at tha.t time my father was a 
user of tobacco. I am glad to add that since that time be has ceased 
that habit. "Vhen I went to preach this Sunday night the subject which 
I had chosen, and I believe under the inspiration of Almighty God, was 
the question of temperance, the latter half of my subject dealing with 
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the question of tobacco. My father was present. Many of my elders 
were present and a" a young man just starting in my ministry I felt it 
was a hard position for me to be placed in. Yet I determined that I 
would do my best, "and when tIle latter half of my subject was reached 
the Spirit of God came down upon me like a mantle from on high. I 
was enfolded in t.hat sweet and holy influence which many of you have 
often felt. .After that sermon was preached my father came up and 
shook handS with me and said; "My boy, that was certainly fine." 

I went home after the service. I went to my rest, and the voice 
of God as audibly speaking to my spiritual ear as I am speaking to you 
to-day, told me of my future work in just these v"ords, "You are called 
to be an apostle." I mw nothing; I had no dream; I had no vision; I 
heard no other words; but I did have that testimony and that testimony 
I give to you to-day for what it may be worth to you. 

r am glad to serve this people and serve my God, (\nd if I can 
serve in this place'better than any ot,her place, though the trial be great 
and though the burden be heavy, I will thank God that 1 have the dis
position to so serve. 

DANIEL T. WILLIAMS was born December 13, 1889, at 
Cleveland, Iowa, son of Brother and Sister Daniel Williams, s1'; 
He was baptized February 25, 1898, at Keb. Iowa, by John R. 
Evans. He attended public school when a child, which he left 
whlIe young and went to work in the coal mines. He early 
manifested a studious turn of mind and read and studied in 
preparation for his Efe's work. 

He was ordained to the office of deacon ~::rarch 5, 1904, 
serving faithfully in this office. He was ordained a priest 
June 3, 1915, and an elder February 10, 1917. The General 
COnfel"enCe of that year ordered his ordination to the office of 
high priest, being ordained on April 13 by Apostle Peter An
derson.· He served the church as missionary in Des Moines' 
District· .under General Conference appointment from 1915, 
and later as pastor of the church in Des Moines until he was 
called to the Lamoni Stake as counselor to the presfdent of 
the stake, being ordained July 31, 1918, in which oHice he 
served until he was ordained an apostle on October 13, 1922, 
under the hands of President Frederick M. Smith and Apostle 
Thomas W. Williams. 
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He married December 25, 1911, Miss Agnes M. Scott, of" 
Ottumwa, Iowa. To them have been born Frederick, Ruth, 
and Betty. 

EPMUND J. GLEAZER 

In a marvelous way I have been made to understand that from my 
cradle practically to the present time the Almighty has been directing 
my life. Through the leadings of his Spirit I came in contact with this 
marvelous work and a wonder, the only representative of my family at 
that particular time: At the age of twenty-one I was called upon' to de
vote my e~tire time to the missionary work. I had a clear evidence from 
God at that particular time that it was his call and not a" call from 
.man. I had been just recently married and I weighed the matter. pro 
and con. I decided that there was but one course to pursue, and that 
was to heed the voice of Jehovah. The Lord promised me at that time 

" that he would be with me" and bless me. I realized my inability to do 
the work that I was requested to do, and I stand before you to-day to 
say that God Almighty blessed me and assisted me in that work. "When' 
called to the office of severity I also counted the cost, but that same 
Spirit which had been with me in sunshine and under the clouds was 
still with me and I decided to go forward. 

When this call came I cannot say that it was a great surprise to 
me. I was surprised that it came so soon. I sense keenly my youth and 
my Jack of preparation to carryon the· momentous tasks that are before 
me. I feel to-day that as I have been touched by his Spirit I am willing 
to go forward· at the request of this people. All I ask is that I might 
have your prayers that I may be able to do this work, that "1 may be 
able to consecrate myself entirely to the task that is before me. 

EDMUND J. GLEAZER, son of Edmund and Anna McKinley 
Gleazer, was born at Belfast, Ireland, March 23, 1895. By 
the death of both his parents at an early age he was thrown 
upon his .own resources. He emigrated to America, joining 
his uncle in Philadelphia, where he worked at the textile trade 
and attended night school; laying a foundation for ,future 
work and equipping for better service. 

He was baptized February 4, 1912,by Walter W. Smith, 
and was ordained a priest in the Philadelphia Branch, an elder 
April 25, 1917, at Independence, Missouri, by Walter W. 
·Smith and Ulysses W. Greene, seventy August 4, 1918, by 
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Apostle Ulysses W. Greene, and an apostle October 13, 1922, 
by Apostle J. Frank Curtis and President Elbert A. Smith. 

Brother Gleazer enter~d the active missionary service of _ 
the church in 1916 in the New York and Philadelphia Dis
trict. Subsequently he labored in Massachusetts District with 
Providence, Rhode Island, as objective point, attending part 
time at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island. In 
the fall of 1921 he was transferred to Boston and did some 
work at Harvard University. 

He married- October 24, 1915, Miss Gene Laurie. To them 
have been born two daughters and one son. 

ROY S. BUDD 

When I was only a lad three years of age Brother R. T. Walters, 
now occupying as a seventy, was doing missionary work in our locality, 
staying with my parents. I remember him stating to my parents that 
he expected some day.1 would take up missionary work and become a 
missionary for Christ. Small as I was, that made an impression upon 
my mind, and all through my boyhood days 1 had a desire to be a min
ister for Christ. Many times I hav:e in my play gathered my younger 
brothers and sisters about me, and some of the older ones, and have stood 
before them and asked them to ~isten as I preached to them. 

When 'I was eight years of age, the day that I became eight years 
of age, I was baptized into the church by Brother F. C. Keck', now de
ceased. In the afternoon, at a prayer service after my confirmation, I 
prayed earnestly to God that he might give me a testimony of this great 
work, and he did. He gave me the testimony that the work was true 
and that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God. That testimony has never 
left me'to this day. The morning after my baptism on Sunday my fa
ther sent me early' in the morning just at the break of day that I might 
bring the horses from the pasture; we were living on the farm. And as 
I passed along an old stone wall near a great large stone where I had 
played many times before with my brothers and sisters, the Spirit of 
God rested upon me and I. knelt in my boyish way and poured out my 
soul to God and there I promised my God that if he would bless me and 
protect me that when I grew to be a man I would go forth into the 
world and represent his cause. God has always been true to me. It is 
true I have had my trials and sometimes I have failed in my promises 
to him. but he has always remained with me. 

While only a young man I -was Ol'dained to the office of priest and 
occupied as priest of the branch in my home tQWD. In the month of July 
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in the year 1913 Brother Amos T. Higdon, who was laboring in the Clin
ton District as a missionary, invited me to go with him and hold a meet
ing in Butlex', Missouri. I did. Bl'other Higdon, a vcry humble man at 
that time and I know him to be the same yet, gave me some very timely 
cotinsel, and every morning we would take a walk to a cornfield and there 
we would offer prayel'. In July, I believe it was the twenty-first day of 
July, without l'equest from me, Brother John W. Rushton, then mission
ary in charge in that part of the world, sent me a letter giving to me 
a district appointment. Immediately after reading the letter I went with 
Brothel' Higdon to our accustomed place in the cornfield, to pray, and as 
he prayed I took the. lcttcr from my pocket and laid it down on the 
ground and placed my knee upon it, and as Brother Higdon prayed the· 
angels of God seemed to hover about us and God said to me, "You shall 
occupy in the Quorum of Twelve with John W. Rushton," That has been 
in my mind since that time. In thc year 1914 I was sent on a mission to 
British Columbia, Canada. Beforc I wcnt to Canada I was keeping 
company with the young' lady who is my wife now. We were engaged. 
I told her my life work would be in the missionary field, for sooner or 
later I would occupy in the Quorum of Twelve. So this· message, my 
brothers and sisters, is no surprise to me. It is in harmony with the 
voice of the Spirit of God to me all during my eight years of missionary 
work. 

Three weeks ago on 'Wednesday evening the Lord gave to me a 
manifestation of his Spirit, and when I arose the next morning I told 
my companion that I would be called. into the Quorum of Twelve. I be~ 
lieve l fully comprehend and I believe I keenly .sense the burden and re
sponsibility thus thrust upon me, and regardess of the fact that my 
weakness and inability 1'ise befo1'e me as a mighty mountain, after 
prayerful and careful consideration I am prepared to say to you this 
morning I am willing to abide your decision and endeavor to acquit my
self as a minister for Christ with a keen desire to stand for the right as 
God gives me to see the right. 

Roy S. BUDD, son of J. Calvin and Jennie Young Budd, 
was born May 3, 1890, at Schell City in Vernon County, Mis
souri. Baptized May 8, 1898, by Elder Floyd C. Keck. He 
was educated in the public schools of Vernon County, attend
ing high school at Eldorado Springs. Afterwards he served 
as clerk in the post office at Eldorado Springs, Missouri. 

He was ordained to the office of priest, October 15, 1911, 
by Elder James Moler. He labored in the Clinton District at 
Sunday school and Religio work and entered the active mis-
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sionary work in the Spring River District. In 1914 he was 
appointed to British Columbia and Seattle District, and in 
1915-16 to Spring River District. During 1917 he was chosen 
pastor of the church at Nowata, Oklahoma. He was appointed 

ROY S. BUDD 

il 

I 

I 

to Far West, Missouri, District in 1918 and chosen pastor at 
Cameron, where he served until he was ordained an apostle, 
attending part time the Missouri Wesleyan College. He was 
ordained an elder August 13, 1916, by Frederick M. Smith 
and Frank M. Sheehy, and ,a high priest March 14, 1920, by 
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Peter Anderson and R. S. Salyards. He was ordained an 
apostle October i3, 1922, by Elbert A. Smith and J. Frank 
Curtis. 

He married May 5, 1915, Miss Grace Stonger. They have 
three children, Lavon Marie, Maxine Lavern, and Roy Stonger. 

F. HENRY EDWARDS 

When I was about three days old there were certain spiritual mani
festations given to my pal'ents which made them realize that the time 
would come when I would occupy in this position to which I am now 
called. As a young boy I grew up with the idea that some time I would 
serve this church and God as a missionary. As soon as I was old enough 
and the call came I accepted the responsibility. as a priest, and either 
just before that time or just after that time, when I was about eighteen 
years of age I, too, received definite knowledge for myself that the time 
would come when I should be called upon to accept this ,responsibility. 
That evidence came repeatedly. 

When I left home my father, who is something of a visionary man, 
told me that he expected I would cmile back home holding some other 
office. I thought it would'be some years before I was called to this posi
tion. I thought, therefore, that I would go back home as a seventy. I 
knew from the experiences that came to me last year in college that 
something would happen in this conference that would affect my life, 
and so I thought probably I would be ordained into ,the seventy. I 
thought that until six weeks ago, or about the sixteenth of August, and 
then in the Mansion House at Nauvoo I received the evidence that satis
fied me that this was the time when I should be called on to accept this 
responsibility. 

So far as I am concerned I would have preferred that it should 
come later. The first feeling I had was one of repulsion. I did not want 
to accept the responsibility, because it seemed to me that many of the 
precious things of' youth would have to be given up. I thought I could 
serve just as well possibly as a seventy as I could in this connection, but 
as I thought of it there came the increased conviction that it was the 
will of God that I accept now. 

I am willing to accept this responsibility. I recognize that the call 
to the priesthood is the biggest call that can come to me. I said years 
ago that all I had and all I hoped to be was at the service of God and 
of this church. I could make no further consecration than that. I have 
given all that I have to give. If you wish and if God wishes that this I 
have given and that which I want to give shall be used here, I am glad it 
shall be so done. 
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F. HENRY EDWARDS, son of Francis H. and Helen Smith 
Edwards, was born at Birmingham, England, August 4,1897. 
He was baptized November 3, 1905, by Elder Frank Swan. 
He was educated in the public school. of Birmingham, attend-

F. HENRY EDWARDS 

ing the George Dixon Secondary -School (high school). He 
entered an accountant's office where he equipped for public 
service accounting.. He wa.s active in Sunday school work, 
serving as secretary for several terms. 

He was ordained a priest April 24, 1916, by John Scho
field and Francis H. Edwards, his father. He was chosen" sec
retary of the British Isles Mission in 1919, entered the active 
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field as missionary in 1920, and was ordained an elder April 

24, 1920, by John Schofield and Francis H. Edwards. He 

served as recorder and historian of the British Isles Mission 
and was located at Saint Leonard's in London. September, 
1921, he entered Graceland College for· preparation for more 
effective service for the church. He was ordained an apostle 
October 13, 1922" by Elbert A.Smith and J. Frank Curtis, 
and was subsequently chosen secretary of the Quorum of 

Twelve. 

CLYDE F. ELLIS 

CL'{DE F. ELLIS was 110t at the conference, but his ordi
nation to the office of apostle was duly provfded for. He was 
born at Chase, Michigan, December 19, 1891, and baptized 
June 16, 1900, by W. D.Ellis. Ordained a'priest September 8, 
1909, by Alma R. Ellis, and entered the active missionary serv
ice of the church by conference appointment to Western Michi-

. . 

gan District in 1910. In 1911 he was appointed to Southern 
Michigan and Northern Indiana Distriet, where he continued 
to labor until 19H when he was app.ointed to the Society 
Islands. He remained there until 1920 when he returned to 

. America, laboring in Saint Louis, lVIisSDU:d, as pastor and 
later in Ylichigan, returning by appointment of the church to 
tho Society Islands early in 1922, where he is laboring at 
present: 

He was ordained an elder May 8, 1912, by J. Davis, and 
a seventy October 4, 1913, by Apostle J. Frank Curtis. He 
married July 22, 1914, Miss Clara Kellogg who accompanied 
him to the islands where she perished in the influenza epi
demic. She died on December 3, 1918. He married the sec
ond time Miss Dana Watts at Saint Louis, Missouri, February 
8,1922. 
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CLYDE F. ELLIS 

On October U the Quorum of Twelve presented the fol
lowing: 

'1'0 the General Conference; Greeting.- I am authorized by the Quo
rum of Twelve to advise that in the session of October 13 the action of 
the General Conference expressing approval of the communication of 
President Smith, in which provision was made for the ordination of 
Brother Gillen to the office of President of the Quorum, was unanimously 
approved; and the conference requested to provide for the ordination. 

On the resignation of J. W. Rushton, secretary of the quorum, 
Brothel' F. H. Edwards was unanimously elected to this position. 

Respeetfully submitted, 
THE QUORUM OF TWELVE, 

By JOHN W.RUSHTON, Secretary. 
INDEPENDENCE, JliIISSOURI, October 14, 1922. 
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On October 15 the question of changing the Rules of Rep
resentation was introduced when the following was adopted: 

Moved, as a substitute, That a committee of three be appointed to 
present to our next conference a rille of repl'esentation as based on the 
revelation given by Joseph Smith. 

The committee was provided for, one member of the First 
Presidency, one of Quorum of Twelve, and one of the Bish
opric, each to be selected by hIS quorum. 

On October 17 the Order of .Bishops reported· on steward':' 
ships as follows: 

To General Conference; Greetimg: The Order of Bishops has .been 
in frequent ·session since the opening of conference. Eighteen bishops 
have been present, alt;lO six bishop's counselors. All questions so far' 
acted upon by the order have been reported to the conference. 

On invitation of President Frederick M. Smith the order met with 
him October 6 to consider a working basis for the inauguration of the 
stewardship program. Since that date this important subject has been 
under consideration by the order, but time has not permitted the adoption 
of recommendations to submit to this conference. 

ORDER OF BISHOPS, 
VERNON A. REESE, Seeretary. 

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, October 18, 1922. 

The President called attention to nominations of heads of 
departments recommended in his report, viz: Elder A. Max 
Carmichael, Sunday school; Elder Thomas W. Williams, Re
ligio; Mrs. Dora Glines, Women's Department. By separate 
actions the nominations were approved. . 

President Frederick M. Smith called attention to the Re
organization of the High Council in following from his report: 

It will be remembered that the General Conference of 1920 ap
proved the recommendation of the Presidency touching the reorganiza
tion of the Independence Stake and the Standing High Council of the 
church. Owing to the press of many things no immediate action was 
taken iIi this connection and during the balance of the year 1920 and 
1921 the old council continued to function as best it could by substitut-. 
ing for members not available for service. However, acting under the 
authority of the General Conference, on February 15, 1922, the. resigna
tion of members who for various reasons found it impracticable to re
spond to the demands of the high council work was accepted, and the 
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Presidency called the council together with a view to reorganizing. Of 
the old council there were found five in position to continue their service 
to the church in this capacity; namely: Joseph A. Tanner, Samuel 
Twombly, Richard J. Lambert, Walter W. Smith, and George H. Hulmes. 
These, were retained as members of the new council, and the Presidency 
after careful and prayerful consid,erationof the matter presented the 
names of John A. Becker, John M. Cockerton, John F. Garver, Roy V. 
Hopkins, Mark H. Siegfried, Israel A. Smith, and Nathaniel Carmichael 
to fill the vacancies existing in tIle council. These brethren indicated 
their wjllingness to accept, and on February 19; 1922, before an assembly 
of the priesthood of Zion, the l'eorganization of the council as above set 
forth was approved and the new members set apart by ordination to this 
office. The Presidency, therefore, presents this statement to the General 
Con:(erence in the natu i'e of a report for the' approval or disapproval of 
the conference as the case may be. 

The action was approved by the conference. 
The conference by regular vote sustained the following 

quorums, departments, and general officers:· The First Presi
dency, The Quorum of Twelve, Presidents and Quorums of 
Seventy, the Presiding Bishopric, Order of Bishops,. Order of 
Evangelists, General High Council, Quorum of High Priests, 
the Eldership, the Aaronic Priesthood, the Architect, the 
Auditor, the Chorister, the Historian and Librarian, the Phy
sician, the Secretary and Assistant Secretary, the Transpor
tation Manager. Departments and Department Heads: The 
Sunday School, the Religio, the Women's Department, Depart
ment of Music, Health (including Sanitarium), Education 
(including Graceland College). Statistical Department, De
partment of Publicity, Board of Publication, Committee on 
Revision of Book of Rules. 

The following addresses ,vere made: 

PRESIDENT FLOYD M. McDOWELL 

There are a, few phases of our work that are of particular interest 
to me, and I think under the circumstances during the years that are 
just ahead of us they will be of increasing interest. 

I think that we .. may all go home feeling that we have seen some 
motions passed that we are agreed to; and I am sure that all of us can 
go home saying we have seen some pass that we are not agreed to. I am 
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sure also, from the expressions that have come so many times from the 
fioor, that whether we have agreed or disagreed there is but one thing 
for us to ao, and that is to submit to the will of the majority and go 
ahead. I am sure that we are, all of us, each in his own place, going to 
do the very best work we can. I want to pledge my strength and my 
energy to do everything I can in the best way I lmow how this year in 
the interests of this church and the interest of this cause. If I can do 
anything that will be of assistance to the membership of this church in 
lines that I have the opportunity of being informed in, I am at your 
service, no matter how much time or how much energy it takes. 

I want to remind this audience that one of the chief functions of 
this church is the establishment of a social order in which men can live 
in peace and harmony with their fellows. We do have the function of 
proclaiming the gospel of Christ in this world. We likewise, too,· have 
the function of building a new social order. Without taking time to 
prove it, I am going to ask you to accept the rather dogmatic statement 
that the pages of history point towards the need of a solution of this 
problem, and that the call of this church in this latter day is that we 
shall solve this problem which the world has not been able to solve. I 
suggested Sunday morning one of the things that are going to be abslr 
lutely essential in the solving of this problem, and that is the presence in 
the soul of every Latter Day Saint of the Spirit of .God. I want to re
iterate that statement. I care not how many degrees a. person may have, 
how much schooling he may have had, or how much wealth, fame, or 
power he may have, we shall never accomplish this work until as a 
church we learn what it is to have the abiding influence of God's Holy· 
Spirit in our souls, guiding and direc1aDg us and pointing us to the ways 
of truth. 

I do want to add this one suggestion. We may find ourselves al
ways behind, as has been already stated on the fioor, :if we do not watch 
out. For nearly one century now our church has claimed before the 
world to have the key to the social problem, and yet we find ourselves 
behind. To-day, if we want to find the best. clear-cut statement of our 
belief in regal'd to Christianity as applied to our social problems of tOe 

day, we are under the necessity of going to the good of the world to find 
that statement. I wonder if I am presuming too much to kindly ask and 
urge that our church members and our missionary force read at least 
one good book dealing with our social problems and their solution. I am 
prepared at a moment's notice to give you a list of twenty books along 
this line that no Latter Day Saint can afford to miss reading. Candidly, 
you cannot afford to be uninformed with what the men are saying in the 
sociological and economic realm. Within the last ten years we have seen 
a new note in our sociology books.. Weare coming now to l'ecognize the . 
importance of religion as a means of solving the world problem. I do 
not think you dare go out into the world and represent a church that 
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for a whole century has claimed to have the keys to the solution, without 
being familiar with those books. 

One of the things I regret most about this conference is not the 
division or the discussion, because I think we are healing the breach and 
are going out with a fine spirit; but, candidly and sincerely, my Saints, 
my heart bleeds to know that we have been here for eighteen days and 
few'of us have had time or opportunity for constructive study and con
structive discussion. I say with all my heart that I hope the time wiU 
come when our conferences, a good share of the time at least, will be de
voted to studying constructively the social needs of. the world. I want 
to offer my services to anyone who will write me for suggestion o·f some' 
book along this line. We need some constructive study. We need the 
vision which those men are giving us. We need their scientific sociology 
along with our Christianity and the Spirit of God, if.we ever solve this 
problem. Without vision the people perish. And frankly, r believe that 
a great many Latter Day' Saints are abs()lutely lacking when it comes 
to this social' vision. I have stood before our people at reunions year 
after year and have done my best to try to explain these social problems 
and to show our relation to them as a church, only to have a suggestion 
come that it was a fine effort, but there wasn't much religion in it . 

. I want to offer to you what services I may be able to render in this 
way and to repeat my suggestion in whieh I am sure that the other 
members of the Presidency are agreed, that you do during the next year 
read at least one book along these lines in addition to your other studies. 

May God give us strength to do our tasks during the ~oming year. 
May he give us strength to teach an affirmative gospel. May he give us 
a vision of the importance of the other fellow's work May it be pos
sible for us to say that, whether in the office orin school or in the' mis
sionary field or on the farm, we can work with God in this place, and 
that talent must find its legitimate expression in service' to humanity. 

May God help us to this end is my prayer. 

PRESIDING PATRIARCH FREDERICK A. SMITH 

I have been asked to say a few words. Our conferen~e is coming 
to a close. I do not suppose there is anyone who h~s realized all he had 
hoped to realize out of this time, and possibly all of us will have to rec
ognize that there has not been accomplished as much as we would like to 
have accomplished. But I want to c~li your attention to one thought: 
The Master has made the statement in one of the revelations that we 
could discuss these questions here on the conference floor and in . our 
quorums, and when we have de~ded what we are going to do we should' 
go out into the field and leave our differences here as much as we pos~ 
sibly can. I think if we really have the work at heart we will rec<>gnize 
the importance of the statement made by the Apostle Paul that we must 
walk by faith. We cannot always see the end from the beginning, nor 
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can we see nor understand always the motives~nd purposes that may· 
actuate individuals. And ~ hope it will not be said at the next confer
ence that discrimination has been made anywhere because of opposition 
to positions taken by individuals in their conferencf! work. God has 
stated that we should work together· as much as we can without· friction. 

Now, while we may not see alike, we may not grasp all the prob
lems just the same, we may not see the importance of our brother's work 
as much as we do our own sometimes, let us be kind enough and consid
erate enough to perform our work with the proper spirit and recognize 
our brother in the position in which he may be called to work, so that 
the work ,of God may not suffer unjustly because of failure on our part. 
I admonish you, therefore, to go out with the PUI'pose and the object of 
doing everything you can for the upbuilding of the church, and that you· 
study hard to bring about the conditions that God has said should come. 
Let us do our work here so far as opposition is concerned, and if. there 
are those things that· are not· satisfactory, wait until the proper. time 
comes and at the proper place let us seek to adjust them at the next con
ference. 

This last year has been one of rumors. I never heard so many. in. 
my life as I have heard this last year. If there were grounds for some, 
any amount of them were not true. How they started or where they 
started I do not know,. but it is a fact that they did start. N ow let us 
move out, and as the Master has said, let us seek to work together. We 
have done what we undertook to do so far as we could as a conference. 
·Whatever differences there may be, let us· hold them in kindness and 
cheerfulness so· far as· we can, and move out· and do the best we can un
der the conditions. There will be difficulties, there will be trials, and we 
must expect some of these things, or else our prophecies are a failure; 
but let us seek to qualify ourselves by faith in God, faith in his work 
that shall justify us. as servants ·of God, and manifest to the world that 
whatever we have done we can at least be men, and Christians at that. 

I pray that God may bless you, and as you· go out into your fields 
that he may send the Spirit before you, that -the angels of God may. 
open the way and go before you, and that as you offer your soul and 
enei'gy in· the work that has been assigned, the Spirit of God may speak 
peace and comfort to you and encourage you and comfort you and· 
strengthen you in the work that now lies before you. May his blessing 
and peace attend us. 

PRESIDENT ELBERT .A. SMITH 

I once heard a story about a colored soldier who had gone tlu'ough 
the war safely and who shortly aiter the close of the war found himself 
with our boys in Germany. He wanted to go home, so he went to the 
captain and said, "Captain, the war is over. I enlisted for the duration 
of the War. I want to go home." The captain replied, "The war is over, 
but the duration has only jUst begun." Our war is over, but what we are 
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going to do in the next year.remainsto be seen. I believe that .one test 

of manhood is not to be a.ll right when everything is going all right, but 

in times of stress and conflict to maintain an even temper, to retain 
faith in God and his religion and charity for those who may differ from 
us in opinion. 

During the past summer, as I have told the priesthood here in the 

prayer meeting, I passed through a sort of Gethsemane. Recognizing 

conditions in the chureh and sensing that which was approaching, many 

an hour I wrestled in prayer in my closet, and many an hour on the 
mountain top when I was west at the reunion, I agonized in spirit be
yond anything ever before in my life. I found peace finally in the 
thought that I would seek to know God's will. I would leave my mind 
open and proceed in harmony with my best judgment and leave the mat
ter with him, whether I should stand or fall, praying that I might avoid 
the disastrous mistakes that might rebound to the· injury of the church. 
And I feel to thank him for his sustaining grace. 

My faith in the outcome of this work and in the fundamental prin
ciples has not been diminished in the least. I have not lost my love for 
the brethren, nor my confidence in them. I unite with the Presiding 
Pab-iarch in pleading with you that during the coming year our work 
shall be affirmative and constructive. Let us not have one negative' man 
in the field. Let every man be a man who goes out to affirm and sustain 
and conform to the will of the majority, which is as near as we can get 
to common consent. I do not think that you can find any place in the 
field where, during the past yeflr, I have undermined any of the Twelve 
or of the Seventy or of the Bishopric. I want to feel that no one has 
undermined me, but that we can feel that we are all for each and each 
for all, and that when we find Saints. that are disturbed, we shall 
strengthen them. I agree with what Bishop ReiI' said this morning, 
that we ought to go out teaching the law of tithing; that we ought by 
no means to tell any family that they ought not to pay tithing, any 
more than we should tell some one that he ought not to be baptized. 
When I get where I cannot teach tithing, I cannot teach baptism. 
Let us go ·out affirmatively and make the best of the situation and 
have trust and confidence that we can be much more successful than we 
thought we could a few days ago. 

I invoke God's blessing to be upon every missionary, every bishop, 
every pastor. There is no use of anyone department disparaging the 
labors of any other. Let no seventy underestimate and belittle the work 
of the pastol' in caring for the flock, and let no pastor speak lightly "af 
the work of a seventy in going out to preach the gospel. Honoring each 
other as men of God, let us go forward and sustain each other. This 
will be my advice and my prayer. 
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PRESIDING BISHOP BENJAM.IN R. MCGUIRE 

During the noon recess a brother told me thel'e was a little group 
or brethren standing in front of the church after adjournment or the 
morning session; that he stepped up to them and inquired if they had 
paid their fire insurance. One of them asked him what he meant. He 
retorted by quoting Doctrine and Covenants 61: 5, "Verily it is the day 
of sacrifice, and Ii day for the tithing of my people; for he that is tithed 
shall not be burned [at his coming]." 

I do not think that it is necessary for us to emphasize the penalties 
that our heavenly Father will impose in the event that we fail to 'respond 
to the temporal .law. I feel assured that as we go out from this con
ference we will do so with a deeper appreciation of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and a finer sense of the responsibility that rests upon us as mem
bers of this church, and that we shall strive in every way to cOlltribute 
our part to the establishment of the kingdom of God. If it shall be that 
our part is the payment of tithing or the contributing of an offering, it 
will be given with the same desire to advance the cause as is the work 
performed by the ministry. 

Within. the last three months it has come to the ears of your 
speaker that it had been said because of his condition of health and the 
onerous burdens of his office he expected to hand in his resignation at 
this conference. Never at any time has it even entered my thoughts to 
lay upon the table my resignation, and I wish at this time forever to put 
a quietus upon such a rumor. When I accepted this office at the behest 
of the Spirit of God, supported by the confidence of the Saints.! came 
here to do the bidding of God and his church, and I have not and I do 
not wish at this time to relinquish the tl"Ust imposed upon me. I wish 
to assure you that so far as we are physically capable of doing, so far as 
it may be pleasing to our heavenly Father to the extent that we are sus
tained by your confidence and prayers and by his Spirit to supplement 
our efforts, supported with the necessary funds, you may count upon us. 
to do the very best we know how for the advancement and the upbuild-
ing of the kingdom of God. 

So far as we can, and it is our most sincere desire so to do, we ex
pect to support the church, we expect to support the officers, and we 
expect to try to inspire the spirit of faith,- to radiate the sunshine re
ferred to by one of my confreres this morning. If we have the faith, if 
we have the confidence we should in this work, the clouds under which 
we have been deliberating will be dissipated, and the means will be in 
the coffers of the church to prosecute the work. T have said before from 
this stand and I wiHh to reiterate that no mattel' what -volume of funds 
there may be in the coffers of the church, this .work cannot advance any 
faster and to any greater extent than our possibilities- are expanded by 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ. I feel that the success of our work must be 
predicated upon faith, hope, and charity, as stated by the prophet of 
latter days, Doctrine and Covenants 11: 4. 
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I pledge you that in whatsoever I shall be caUed upon to do, I shall 
try to temper my counsel, I shall try to direct my.work by this Spirit. r 
believe that this work will advance, the church membership will be. 
blessed, and that God will be honored and glorified. 

PRESIDENT FREDERICK M. SMITH 

Surely you cannot accuse me of having taken up very much of 
your time in speaking during the conference, this conference, and if I 
uSe a handful of words this afternoon to express a few of my senti
ments, perhaps I may be forgiven. 

I am reminded that it is said that the suffering and sacrifices of 
the past are as naught, for he who endureth to the end shall be saved. 
I am not going to l"eCount what I have suffered. I am not going to tell 
you how nearly· flat I was. I hope I am on my fEl}'t. I hope those feet 
are on the upward road. I can assure you that I felt the harness 
settling back with a great deal of reluctance. I had really hoped that I 
might be freed; for when I measure my natural endowments and the 
little equipment and enhancement of those natural endowments my 
strenuous preparation has resulted in, and put them alongside of the 
tasks that you have asked me to bear, the 10lid seems impossible, and I 
am conscious that the work that is put upon me to accomplish cannot be 
done unless I at once have your support and that of the Lord. 

My face is towards the future. My hopes in the accomplishment 
of the goal of the church are not so bright as they were, but perhaps 
with the passing of the clouds the sun may shine on that goal once more. 
I fmnkly confess that my zeal has been greatly dampened, but even that 
may ·be warmed up. But if it ·is warmed up it will be necessary for me 
to feel that I have the united support of the ministry of this church. I 
plead for it. I think I am entitled to it. I have confessed my inability, 
my natural ability. Ihave expressed my dependence upon God and your 
support and that, it seems to me, presages that I plead for your prayers 
and your spiritual support. 

Perhaps further words.are unnecessary. The work of this church is 
the greatest thing in my life. It has had my best services in the past; 
it will have them in the future as long as those services are acceptable 
to the people and can be utilized, and may God add his blessing. 

Appropriate letters of appreciation were presented to the 
retiring members of the Quorum of Twelve: Gomer T. Grif
fiths, Ulysses W. Greene, Cornelius A. Butterworth, and Rob
ert C. Russell. 

President Frederick M. Smith stated that general ap
pointments of the ministry would stand until changes were 
made by the appointing authorities. 
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Conference adjourned to meet at Independence, Missouri, 
October 1, 1923. Prayer by President Elbert A. Smith. 

Officers sustained by the General Conference: 

FIRST PRESIDENCY 

Frederick M. Smith, Elbert A. Smith, Floyd M. McDowell. 
QUORUM OF TWELVE 

James A. Gillen, John W. Rushton, J. Frank Curtis, Paul 
M. Hanson, Thomas W. Williams, Myron A. McConley, John 
F. Garver. Daniel T. Williams, Edmund J. Gleazer, Roy S. 
Budd, F. Henry Edwards, Clyde F. Ellis (ordination ordered) . . 

PRESIDING PATRIARCH 

Frederick A. Smith. 

PRESIDING BISHOPRIC 

Benjamin R. McGuire, James F. Keir, Israel A. Smith. 

STANDING HIGH COUNCIL 

Joseph A. Tanner, Samuel Twombly, Richard J. Lambert, 
Walter W. Smith, George H. Hulmes, John A. Becker, John 
M. Cockertoll, John F. Garver, Roy V. Hopkins, Mark H. Sieg
fried, Israel A. Smith, Nathaniel Carmichael. 

Richard S. Salyards, Church Secretary .. 
Frank A. R;.ussell, Church Statistician. 
Walter W. Smith, Church Historian. 
G. Leonard Harrington, M. D., Church Physician. 
Henry C. Smith, Church Architect. 
Arthm E. McKim, Publicity Agent. 
Albert H. Knowlton, Church Auditor. 
Albert N. Hoxie, Director of Music. 
A. Max Carmichael, Superintendent of Department of 

Sunday School. 
Thomas W. Williams, Superintendent of Department of 

Religio. 
Mrs. Dora Glines, Superintendent of Women's Depart": 

ment. 
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BY MRS. MINNIE BLAI&-NICHOLSON ASSISTED BY MRS. DAVID H. 

BLAIR 

I have been urgently importuned to put together' remi
ni~ences of my mother's life and experiences. I have often 
wished that I had begun at an earlier period of my life, be
cause at the time of this writing the lines of the past are 
s?mewhat confused in my memory. Yet with~'.God's help I 

,shall endeavor to do justice, in some degree, to the events of 
her useful life. 

Let me Say at the very beginning that I esteem the cen
tury just passed to have eminently deserved a record among 
thoSe which have produced great landmarks in church history. 
It has seen the culmination of prophecies, the birth of new 
hopes, and their development. 

Mother's religious life began with her intimate acquain
tance with the courageous souls who were awaiting ,the re
organization. of the Church of Jesus' Christ of. Latter Day 
Saints as established by God through Joseph Smith the 
Prophet. Some of these had refused to follow various leaders 
and were awaiting the coming of the son of the Prophet, while 
others .had tried to follow the leadership of different ones, but 
had withdrawn, heartsick, because they could not indorse the 
introduction of doctrines not in, harmony with the church 
books nor with the teachings of Jesus the Christ under whose 
name they had been baptized. Mother talked these matters 
over with us many times during her last sickness. 

EUZABETH JOHNSON DOTY BLAIR 

Elizabeth Johnson Doty traced her ancestry to Holland 
origin. She was born in Newark, New Jersey, April 13, 1832. 

When Elizabeth was about eight years of age her father 
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died, leaving his wife and two little girls destitute. Elizabeth's 
girlhood was astrugg]e for the necessities of life and for the 
means of obtaining an education. 

At the age of twelve her mother died, and she then went 
to live with her mother's sister, Aunt Ann Stewart, who was 
then residing in Chicago. Here she rem,ained for some time. 
Mrs. Stewart was a kindly, good woman who, besides caring 
for the wants of her own family, kept a house full of lodgers. 

One of the pleasures of the orphan girl's life at this time 
was an occasional visit with another aunt, who was the wife. 
of DodoI' Vosberg of Earlville, Illinois. 

When Elizabeth was only seventeen we find her at Dixon, 
Illinois, making her ovm way in the world. During the sum

. mer of this year she met young William Wallace Blair. '1'he 
acquaintance soon ripened into love, and they were married 
the following Christmas, in 1849. 

The young lover described her as follows: "Small, plump, 
elegantly formed, with warm brov".l hair, and with dark-blue 
eyes that are expressive of the most kindly"good nature. Her 
complexion k fair, with rosy cheek,s. She is brimming with 
life and animation. She is very fond of society and her many 
friends." 

The first year of married life was very trying to the 
young city girl. William was farming on his father's 'place, 
living in a part of the old log homestead, and one will readily 
understand what it meant for her to begin the duties of wife 
to a pioneer farmer, without any experience to assist her. 

Fannie Blair,the mother of William, was sought as a 
physician by all of the settlers for twenty miles around. She 
hunted the fields and woods for herbs, which she dried and 
preserved for the time of need. She could card, spin, weave, . 
dye, and make clothing for both men and women; in fact, she 
was thoroughly capable. Thus everything worked for the 
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good of her own family and of those about her. The mother 
was very kind and helpful to her son's wife, but the latter 
found it all so difTerent from her fonner life that it seemed 
to her justa ceaseless round of irritating concerns and duties 
all day long; and after supper it was knitting of socks and 
mittens or sewing until time to say good night. 

Many times the young wife became so homesick for the 
life which she had left that she would slip away with a little 
knitting or sewing in her hand, downto the corner of the field 
from which she could see her husband plowing. This S'eemed 
to help her to forget the lonesomeness of it all. 

It was in the old log hoilse that the first-horn, Charles, 
arrived; and it was with this baby in her arms that she went 
with father to investigate the religion of a faction of the 
Latter Day Saints under the leadership of William Smith, a 
brother of the Prophet. On 'October 9, 1851, she w?s baptized, 
and with her husband enjoyed many of the gifts of the gospel. 
For a time they were very happy in their religion, but soon 
the realization that errors had insidiously crept in caused 
them to leave this faction. 

DuriQg 1854 the family moved to East Paw Paw, Illinois, 
where father engaged in business. Mother spoke of attending 
tnt Presbyterian Church and of singing in the choir. 

A couple of years after this came an incident which 
mother has often related as follows: "One day two young 
men came into the store and talked l'eligion with father. He 
invited them home with him, and they talked until late into 
the night. The next morning I hurried about getting my 
work done to go to church. On my return the two men were 
still talking to father, so I slipped into the bedroom and sat 
on a trunk that stood across a doorway that opened into the 
liv~ng room where they were talking. I laughed to hear how 
father was getting the best of them on every argument, as he 
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was well versed in the Scriptures. All at once the younger 
of the two men stood up, opened "a book, and seemed to be 
reading from it the answers to every question that father 
had asked. He was filled with the Spirit, and when he had 
finished, father said to him, 'Let me read that for myself.' 
This young man, Edmund C. Briggs, handed the book to him, 
but it was the Book of Mormon, and nothing like what had 
been read was there. Father said, 'How is this?' Brother 
Briggs answered him, 'Every word that I read was written 
plainly before me.' I had no desire now to laugh, for this 
indeed was a great witness to both of us." 

From this time on father and mother were becoming more 
and more deeply interested in the work, but continued their 
investigations until April 7, 1857, when father was baptized 
into the Reorganized Church at Zerahemla. The next day he 
was ordained a high priest, which made a great change in 
their home life, for immediately father began to preach. Since 
he could not be away from home and attend to his store, it 
became necessal'y for him to sell his business and buy farm 
land. 

During the conference of April, 1859, mother. was bap
tized by Samuel Powers, and during the June conference of 
that same year father and Brother Briggs were appointed on 
a "mission to Nauvoo, Iowa, and Council Bluffs." They left 
later. Mother was now alone with her little family: Charles, 
8; Fannie, 6; Minnie, 4, and baby George, 2. To show what 
it meant to give up her husband and support, I quote from 
the church history, page 238: "A'can was made for means, 
which was responded to by a donation of $62.75. It was then 
ordered that this be applied to pay the expenses of Elders 
Blair and Briggs on their western mission, and to pay certain 
debts already contracted." This little extract from the history 
will make it plain that this was a time of limited giving. My 
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mother had practically no treasury upon which to draw, but 
like the. Circuit Rider of early times, she supplemented the 
living from the little farm by promises from this brother and 
that, which if they did not forget, came as a blessing to the 
mother and her little flock . . , 

It was four long months before the children again beheld· 
their father, the time seeming slow to· pass as .this was his 
first mission. His home-coming was of short duration, how
ever, broken up by trips here and there where demands· came 
for preaching. He was, in a way, appointed to preach as cir
cumstances might permit until the next session of the con
ference, when he would again be appointed to a definite mis
sion. 

During this winter many days of fasting and prayer were 
held for God's guidance, but the following I must give 'in 
mother's own words : ~'One of the incidents that marked itself 
indelibly upon my mind was this : We' had been hoping and 
praying that Brother Joseph would speedily come and take up 
the work that his father had set him apart to do. 'Many had 
visited him, but he had iiven no decided answer further than 
to say that he would not come until he felt the call of the Lord 
upon him. In a prayer meeting in February, 1860, I arose 
and told those present not to be discouraged, but to be of good 
ch,eer, for Brother Joseph would come to fill his place at the 
April conference, as I had seen him coming in a vision. I had 
no gooner ~aken my seat than doubt assailed me, and I would 
have given much to have recalled my words. Why had I not 
waited to see if it would come to pass? _ It seemed a long wait 
from February to April, and what made me fairly tremble 
was the fact that my words were repeated and repeated,and 
ended with the assurance that Sister Lizzie saw him coming. 

"Well, the appointed day arrived, but no brother Joseph. 
My anxiety .was almost unbearable. The forenoon was spent 
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in preaching by Zenos H. Gurley, Samuel Powers, and Edmund 
C. Briggs. 

"During the business meeting there was a stir outside the 
door~ A whisper went around that Brother Joseph and his 
mother had come. I shut my eyes while they; and several 
others came in and were seated; then I looked up to, see if tht! 
newcomer corresponded with the man of my vision. There he 
sat, just as I had seen him." 

By appointment from this co,nference; father and James 
Blakeslee were sent on a mission to Indiana, Ohio, and farther 
east. These were troublous times in our national history, 
when the mails were so undependable that sOlp.etimes for 
weeks we would have no letters; but we felt that we were .. . 

assisting in God's work of reclaiming~ and when a letter would 
come, declaring how God was blessing the efforts of the hus
band and father, and telling of the rejoicing with which many 
were receiving the work, we were glad and gave thanks that 
we had a part in it. Father returned in September" only to be 
appointed at the October conference to labor with E. C. Briggs 
again in western Iowa. We had hardly time to get acquainted 
until he w~ off again in the Lord's work. 

SORROW VISITS om HOME 

While father was having wonderful success in his mis
sion, sorrow came to our home, which mother so often told 
thus: 

"About this time, Fannie, our oldest daughter, now in her 
eighth year, and the delight of her fathers heart because of 
her loving, gentle nature, became ill while we were visiting at 
the home of our good sister in the gospel, Abbie Stone. Day 
after day the ravages of typhoid fever broUght her nearer 
and nearer to the end. The Lord had always answered our 
prayers in behalf of our littl~ family by sending the healing 
so much desired and needed, and I could not realize that she 
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must go. We could not reach father by letter. On Christmas 
Day, 1860, we laid her to rest in the Blair burying ground at . . 

the old homestead near Amboy. 

"Father reached home the end of the following Marcb. It 
was indeed a comfort to have him with me after the sickness 
and sorrow of the winter. It seemed to me that father never 
got over the sharpness of the separation:' 

When father arrived, mother was away helping some one, 
and I remember quite well, although I was only a very little 
girl, that he took me upon his knee and l~id his head over 

. against mine. I 'could feel the tears dripping down upon me. 
and I thought he was crying because mother was away, until 
he said, "My only little girl." 

The True Latter Day .saints' Herald for Decemb~r, 1860, 
under the notice of Fannie's death, had the following: 

"0 Lord God Almighty, to thee 
We turn 'as our solace above; 

The waters may fall from the sea, 
But never the fountain of love. 

"Oh, teach us thy will to obey, 
And sing with one heart and accord, 

He gave and he taketh away, 
And praise be the name of the Lord." 

Mother's ·faith was simple, but it was, suffici~nt for the 
needs of the day. Fannie was a kindly, sympathetic child, 
who would have taken responsibility readily, and we felt that 
in her short life all had, been accomplished that the heavenly 
Father required. Mother had so learned to love and to trust 
the Father that she felt that he would cause all things to 
work for good, and that her child was safe in his tender care. 

In 1861 father had a very hard cold that developed double 
pneumonia. For a tilne it was thought that he was becoming 
tubercular, . but after ~ wonderful blessing" from the Lord 
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through administration, it was decided to move the family by 
wagon to western Iowa. 

As we journeyed westward, father was not able to do 
much, and we children remember how mother would rise at 
night to drive the stock away from about our wagon. After 
a short time we forded the Des Moines River and stopped with 
the Saints at Eddyville for twoor three days. The time spent 
there was occupied largely by mother in washing and getting 
us cleaned up for the remaining journey. 

The following two weeks we greatly enjoyed. The 
weather was fine. Father was able to assist in building fires, 
and when we came to some of the larger streams we would 
stop for him to catch a few fish, for he was always a good 
fisherman. Mother and the children would gather greensand 
wild strawberries. It was indeed a holiday. The little family 
were all together, and father was regaining his health, so that 
each day found him stronger. Thus it was with thankful 
hearts that one pleasant evening we reached Gallands Grove, 
where we lived for a short time. 

This we found was a pleasant place to stop, especially 
since a devoted band of Saints urged that we make it our 
home~ and indeed some energetic souls had already begun to 
cut logs for the house; but however much both father and his 
family would have enjoyed accepting the kind offers, after 
prayer for direction it was decided to push onward. 

Our next place of residence, which was. brief, was at 
Ellisdale Farm, which lies between Crescent and Council 
Bluffs. It was while living here that we went to conference; 
and on our return mother with her little family entered our 
house to find that some one had robbed it of all its little be
longings. Kind friends assisted in restoring a sufficient supply 
of furniture and bedding for us to live, but we soon after left 
here for Little sioux. 
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. Here Brother Condit offered father property upon which 
to live ; but since many of the Saints were poorer than we, 
and since we still had two small farms in Illinois, father and 
mother both felt that we could not accept this kindness, how
ever much, these generous followers of the restored gospel 
desired it. 

THE SIOUX WAR 

While we were living here in 1862, the Sioux War came 
in Minnesota. Many reports traveled to us of men returning 
from their work in woods or field to find their family dead and 
nothing to mark their home place but a smoldering heap of 
ashes. 

Soon after this, families would pass our little home fleeing 
from the savagery of the Indians, and telling of murders and 
scalping, 'and butchery of the cattle, until every face paled. 

Just atthis time a man galloped into our little tOWll, on a 
horse covered white with lather, and almost spent. He was 
warning the settlers along the way that the Indians were 
coming. He left his horse, a fresh mount was furnished him, 
and he went on south sounding his warnings. 

Everyone was now busy making preparations, and every 
ounce of lead in the settlement was molded into bullets that 
day. However, the next report to reach us was that a com-' 
pany of volunteers in 'pursuit of the Indians were scattering. 
them. Still, however, we feared they might have been driven 
in our direction. 

Our home was a log house of one large room, with a 10ft 
above reached by a ladder, where the beds for the children 
were, and where our provisions were kept. 

Again mother must make you appreciate this little story 
in her own words: "Late one afternoon Charlie had gone for 
the cow, and I was alone with my daughter, aged seven, and 
George, about five. This was only a short time before the 
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birth of Will; I heard a slight noise, and looking up was ter
ribly startled to see a great Indian standing in the doorway. 
He was a big fellow and demanded gruffly, 'Biskie.: I tried 
to appear unafraid and said, 'I have no bread and biscuits 
cooked.' He was not to be put off that way, but demanded 
more insistently, 'Biskie heap much.' 

"The flour and meal were up the ladder, so I had the little 
ones climb ahead of me. I did not know what he might do, 
or if there were more Indians outside, or if thinking we were 
trying to deceive him, he would not let us go out of his sight 
alive. 

"But he sat still, and I returned with the flour and made 
him biscuits. When he had eaten his fill, he left, saying, 
'Bravesquaw.' He proved to be just a straggler, but for many 
nights we slept little and prayed much. Of course, had father 
been home instead of away preaching, he could not have saved 
us had the Indians come in numbers, but it would not have 
seemed so fearsome, for he was always brave and resourceful." 

Mother felt that God had cared for them and that he still 
had a work for them to do. Can anything in the universe be 
more attractive to the thoughtful individual than the certain 
knowledge that there is a living power which can at all times 
be relied upon to meet every condition which may arise? This 
power is so infinite and all-powerful that thought humbly bows 
before it in holy awe. 

Father's physical strength was now fully regained, and 
he was wonderfully blessed by the Spirit in his work. Thus 
many were gathered into the gospel net in this part of the 
country through his efforts, and they were almost as dear to 
him as his own flesh and blood and remained so as long as he 
lived. However, the summer of 1864 found us once more 
journeying back to Illinois, where we lived down on Fox River, 
about seven miles from Sandwich. 
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It was here in the fall of 1865 that mother called father 
from the ministry for the first and only time. This was only 
a few months before brother David was born and we had been . 
pushed so hard for enough to live on that father came home 
and taught school that winter. He straightened financial mat
ters a little, but when the baby had come and the winter term 
of school ended, there were so many calls for preaching that 
he was soon giving his services to the church. 

THE LORD IS NEAR WHEN NEEDED 

While still weak and hardly able to do her work, mother 
had one of her hard tests, which I have heard her narrate 
many times thus: "One night when the little family had all 
been fed, there was nothing left for me; so that night when I 
went hungry to bed, all that I could think to pray about was, 
'Potatoes,' and I prayed for potatoes. 

"When I awakened in the morning, I lay. still thinking 
what I could do, since there was no use of getting the children 
up until I had to do so, when a knock came at the door, and 
the cheery voice of Israel Rogers said, 'Lizzie, T have brought 
you some potatoes and stuff.' 

"I told him to wait just a moment, and springing up I 
dressed quickly, and with tears running down my face I told 
him how I had prayed for potatoes the night before and that 
God had answered my prayers through him. He said he had 
started down the lane, when Mahala (his wife) called to him 
to come back and take some things in for Sister Blair whom 
she just knew must need them. 

"A.gain the next winter Brother Manchester, who ran a 
grocery store at Newark, was sent back by the direction of the 
Spirit, to bring us a much-needed supply of food .. Surely the 
Lord did not have to use the ravens when he had faithful ones 
that could hear his voice and look after the family of the mis
sionary who was working so hard for God's children." 
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. It may seem like a very trying condition to live under, 
not to have enough to satisfy hunger, but I know that mother 
enjoyed so much of God's Spirit during this time that these 
were sweet memories in later years, for she could not tell of 
it without the thrill of the Spjritand a feeling that the heav
enlyFather was very near to her then . 

. After father had been engaged in the ministry continu
ously for nine years, he had become. so involved financially; 
that it seemed wise to dispose of the farm near Amboy and 

. . - . . . 

settle up his affairs. With what remained of the money re-
ceived from the farm' arid with the assistance of a few gen-

. -' . -

erous iSaints at Sandwich, Illinois, a home was started at that 
place. The back rooms were finished, but the front . rooms 
were not finished for a number of years. However, they 
were used as they were for a meeting place by the Saints; and, 
indeed, for some time after they were finished, every week 
the rooms were arranged for the meetings . 

. . Long before the home was finished enough to live in, 
father went on his mission to California, and as the conference 
of 1868 had only $50 to assist our family and to start him on 
his journey, it took .careful planning, you may be sure, as well 
as the blessing of the Lord. 

THE CRUCIAL TEST 

The crucial test was now·before my mother. When their 
last boy was born she had called father home, and now, after 
he had started for New York on his way around by boat, it, 
was brought to her consciousness that another child was to 
come to their home. With· .,such pinching conditions. before 
her, was it possible for her to go through the ordeal 'without 
him? After much thought and prayer, she again felt God's 
nearness and decided not even to let him know. For many 
long months she kept her s.ecret from him, but at last felt it 
only right and wise to tell him. Had it not been for the kind 
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and efficient help of a member of the Sandwich Branch in 
planning and looking after the finishing up of the home so 
that the family could be moved in before winter, it would in
deed have been a serious time for us. 

About the time we mdved to Sandwich, Charlie, the oldest 
of the family, had a lowl-un of fever, and all the younger 
child'ren had the whooping cough. The youngest boy, now 

. about three years old, had it so seriously that it seemed that 
we would have to give him up, when the new baby, who is now 
Bishop F. B. Blair of the Kansas City Stake, was born. Had 
itnot been for the loving care of Sisters Eliza Cox and Erne.,. 
line Banta, we would have been in a· deplorable condition; but 
day after day one or the other would come· to care for mother 
and wash the baby. It was Sister Faulconer (now Marietta 
Walker) who wrote to tell father Of the arrival of the new boy. 

Just about this time Brother Fred Hartshorn, happened 
to pass our house and saw me, now a girl of thirteen, strug

gling with a big washing out in the unfinished part of the 
house. He did not stop, but hurried home, and soon his sister 
Clara, now the mother of our beloved Elbert A. Smith, was 
there helping me. 

lt was thus that the Saints assisted to make possible the 
life of the family of the early missionary. These are homely 
affairs,· but such was, and is, the life of those who are strug
gling to raise a family on very limited means. 

About this time mother and Sister Faulconer were active 
movers in organizing the society of "Gleaners" in the Sand
wich Branch. This was e~rly in the year 1869, and in this so
ciety (afterwards called "The Mite Society") mother was a 
faithful worker until a few months before her death, having' 
been president for years. 

Father's home-coming in March, of 1870, was a happy 
time for the little family, 'and the boy that he had never seen 
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was now able to run down the lane with the other children to 
greet him. 

Soon after father's return, our oldest brother left home to 
work for Brother George Blakeslee and live at his home in 
Galien, Michigan, and our second brother, George, to live with 
and work for Brother Israel Rogers who lived near Sandwich, 
where he remained until he was twenty years of age. 

For a few months we had father at home with us, and it 
put new life into mother to hear how God had blessed him, and 
how the work had prospered in California. He continued to 
preach near home untii July, when he felt impelled to start on 
the mission given him by the April conference with A. H. 
Smith to take charge of the Utah and Pacific Slope Mission. 

The semiannual conferences were times of great refresh
ment to mother. When they were held near, she always 
planned to go, both to get and to give help. In those days the 
sisters used to. go with their work dresses, and would get out 
in the kitchen and cook for all the conference under the direc
tion of the good sister at whose home the eonference met. The 
house would shelter as many as possible at night, and the over
flow, the men, would have to take to the barn. However, t~e 
work prospcrcd, for God was in it. 

About this time and often in subsequent years, the funds 
were so low in the Bishop's hands that we dreaded to go to 
him. 

Mother has often done a day's washing or gone here or 
there for house cleaning or to assist in accouchement, leaving 
me to care for her baby at home. She would go every day to 
care for the mother and child, then hurry home to her own 
baby and to help me with the work. When you add to this 
milking and caring for our cow, sewing for our family, and 
working in the garde.n in summer, then drying and canning 
for winter, surely it is clear that her feet did not lag at their 
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task I do not believe her strength would have been sufficient 
but for the cheery way that she went about her work and the 
blessing of the Spirit which came beyond measure. 

I can realize now what a worry it was for mother to keep 
us· at school. I, for one, was anxious to go to work and have 
clothes like other girls wore; but father came home about this 
time and made it very plain to us that we must stay at school, 
for all they could hope to do for us was to give us healthy 
bodies, a fair education, and a knowledge of God's word, and 
after that foundation they would expect us to make a place for 
ourselves in the world. 

Mother had some little trouble with the boys playing 
hooky from school, but she brought them to their senses by 
making them work in the garden all day until supper time and 
this every day until they were glad and willing to go back to 
school. 

The next little episode, mother must again tell in her own 
direct way: "The summer before Minnie was eighteen, she 
began teaching away from home, living with Brother Hans 
Hayer, at Mission. This indeed was a lonesome time for me 
and for the three little boys. It was then that I became over-, 
anxious, and with much work this so depleted my strength that 
I fell an easy victim to typhoid fever. However, through the 
blessing of the Lord I was soon about again, but' not very 
strong, when a great treat was offered me. Daughter was to 
take the two little boys down to Mission with her, and I would' 
take the baby with me and make the trip to Park Mills, near 
Council Bluffs, to the fall conference. 

"It was a wonderful trip. Many from Mission, Plano, 
and other near localities went. A car was chartered, and we 
sang and visited and enjoyed every waking moment. 

"From the opening of the conference the Spirit's guid
ance was evident, and His power was shown in the healing of 
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many. It was a time of great rejoicing, and I felt stronger in 
body, mind, and spirit. ' 

"Father remained there to continue preaching in that 
region, and I returned ready again to assist as best I could to 
further the work of the Lord, if it meant only to care for the 
family and keep the rooms clean and ready for the meetings, 
and tell everyone that came how the Lord was blessing and 
helping us in our everyday needs and .:work. 

"Notwithstandhig our new resolves, the lonesomeness of 
it all made it a bit hard to live the gospel in such a way that 
the children would not have to miss too much by having a 
father gone all the time, even although they did revere and 
honor him." 

'Thus life went on, as we worked with the Saints at Sand
wich to keep up the attendance and interest in the meetings. 
Many blessings came to us through administration, and then 
we· would look forward to the joy of an occasional few weeks 
with father at home. 

One thing that made a break in the monotony of the home 
life was that father in his traveling often made very dear 
friends, to whom he would say, "If you ever come oui:' way, 
stop and get acquainted with our family." Many of them 
came because they were baptized by him, or had received of 
God's blessings through his ministration, and they felt that 
they were coming among loved ones. 

Our income was very limited, and while the door stood 
open it often made us feel the' burden of debt. Some pressed 
a little money into mother's hand on leaving; others had none 
to leave. 

In fact, to the younger members of the family it seemed 
that our home was the refuge of the lame, halt, and" blind. 
Some stayed for months to be worked after and cared for, and 
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others would assist a little with the work when they felt 
physically able to do so. 

One dear old sister arrived one evening. Mother was 
sitting upon the front porch when she came down the walk 
and asked, "Does Brother Blair live here?" 

"Yes," mother replied. 
"Well, Brother Blair said he would be glad to have me 

come and see you sometime; and as I was not feeling very 
well, I thought I would come down for a little trip." 

Her visit extended to weeks and months. I remember it 
very well, for while mother said nothing, I often rebelled in 
mind when our sister would say, "I would dry the dishes for 
you, but I really do not feel very welL" But at last she had 
her visit out and returned home much improved in health. 

Then an elderly brother came, much in the same way, 
only he was able to pay a little towards the expense. I remem
ber that mother had to make corn meal mush every night for 
his supper, as he had very few teeth and thought that was the 
best thing for him to eat at night. One evening when mother 
was away, I made the mush. He complimented me by saying, 
"Minnie, your mush is not much like your mother's." 

When mother gave the boys a good washing up, especially 
their neck and ears, she had to give the elder brother the 
same treatment. 

OUR FIRST LESSON ON EUGENICS 

In the evening when the lamp was lighted we always 
gathered about, telling of the happenings of the day. Some
times the boys would tell riddles, as boys do, then the. aged 
brother would always~ome in with his, "One from two makes 
three?" We could never guess it, and he would shake his head 
when we would give up but would not tell the answer. 

After he had gone, mother Bxplained to us in her simple, 
sweet way, his riddle; how the first little baby that comes to 
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a home with an endowment which is largely the natural char
acteristics of the father or the mother or both, placed as an 
inheritance upon the child, who becomes the third member of 
the little family. We learned that spirits are permitted to 
come to take bodies, that we may have new bodies in the resur
rection, and that those who will do ,the best they know every 
day and obey the Father's law will come with Christ when he 
comes to reign upon this earth a thousand years, and they will 
be free from sin, sickness, and sorrow. This is what the 
Book of Mormon teaches us will be the "fullness of joy." 

After our little evening talks came the time of prayer, 
for our ,mother's was a wonderful prayer. Father and the 
work were ever remembered. When father came home, he 
always led in prayer, but even then mother often followed. 
We felt that mother stole away from things here into the 
very presence of the heavenly Father when she prayed. Now, 
when I think it all over, I wonder if mother was not coaxing 
her fledglings to try their wings by following her in prayer. 

Once I was present when one of my brothers, who had 
been a traveling man for years, was called upon for prayer. 
The occasion was the opening of a new Sunday school. As my 

. eyes closed, I could hear my mother's voice and my mother's 
prayer, and I was made to realize how true was the lesson she 
taught, that children are endowed with the characteristics of 
their parents. 

IWhen I think back over those days, I am brought to real
ize the true religious feeling that filled my mother's life and 
gave her a calm endurance of untoward results; Thus the 
years' full of much labor and service ran rapidly along until 
the year 1876. 

THE GREAT EVENT OF HER LIFE 

During June father wrote for mother to meet him at 
Pittsburgh, Pennyslvania, and go with him to Philadelphia, 
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where they would attend the Centennial Exposition. This. was 
the great event of her life aside from the church work. How
ever, the real reason for the trip was not the exposition. The 
reduced rates at that time assisted father in his work of look
ing after some property that had belonged to mother's family. 
The litigation was brought to an end, a small payment was 
made to mother in cash, and the balance was to follow as the. 
property was disposed of. This did not come, however, for 
some years; but when it did arrive it bought eighty acres of 
land near Lamoni. 

During the following year both Charles and I were mar:.. 
ried. Mother took the ninety dollars that she had received 
from her inheritance and bought for me a cookstove, and for 
Charles dishes and chairs. These seem to be practical pres
ents, but those were days for practical things. 

THE HOME FINISHED 

Mother was so happy at the time of the marriage to think 
that the home at last was finished and we could be married in 
the front room. She had made a new rag carpet for it, and 
with the aid of some borrowed curtains for the occasion and 
a few pieces of furniture that Charles and I had bought while 
working, she felt proud to invite her friends into such fine 
quarters. 

While father was in California some years before, a num
ber of presents were given to him, among them a gift from 
some Saints of black silk enough for a dress for mother, and 
another sister gave him material called satine, a silky, pretty 
piece, of a color then called ashes of roses. Mother had no 
bonnet, shoes, or qther things to wear with such finery, so the· 
materials were carefully put away. The satine was used for 
my wedding dl'ess, and the money I had saved to buy my wed
ding dress bought the necessary things for mother to wear 
with her black silk. Thus all worked for good. 
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Another gift that brought much happiness also came 
from the far West. Some good kind man out thete gave 
father some little gold nuggets to be made up for his family. 
This he had made into a ring for mother, as her wedding ring 
had worn so thin that it had broken. When father showed his 
gift, mother said, "These are poor-looking hands to wear a 
ring." Father, tenderly holding her hand, replied," "More 
beautiful to me than the whitest and most perfectly modeled 
hand of the fairest lady in the land, for every enlarged joint 
tells of toil and labor for me and .mine." This may sound like 
foolish sentiment to some, but to the lonely woman working 
for the love of God, husband, and children, without thought 
of self, it could never be forgotten, and many a time it has 
madf' her heart sing within hel' with the love of her youth. 

Father was now to be located for some time in Salt Lake 
City as an objective point, and it seemed that it would be 
wiser to move out there, where the boys could be with their 
father, since at the ages of eighteen, fifteen, and twelve they 
needed the counsel that he could best give. So father went 
before, taking David with him, and mother was to follow. It 

. was hard to leave the place that had been our only real home 
and where we had lived for about thirteen years. The fruit 
had g:i;OWll to be a good bearing age, and the yard was full of 
flowers, planted by her hand. Still she went forward with a 
few tears but with a brave heart, preparing for the journey, 
packing, and directing the boys with the work. 

THE HOME IN THE WEST 

Soon after arriving in Salt Lake City the family was es
tablished in a little four-room house, where the carpets upon 
the floors were the work of her own hand, made beautiful by 
the art of coloring, and by the many devices of weaving that 
she knew. 
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Here again she was busy serving her family. Much of 
the time, too, she had a young man from the East there for 
his health, and the money derived from this assisted in keep
ing the younger boys in school. 

" " 

The family had been there only a year or two when the 
next to the youngest boy, who was attending the Presbyterian 
College and teaching some classes for his tuition made the . 
acquaintance of a young man who seemed to have plenty of 
money and who wished to go to California. The latter urged 
young Blair to go with him and said, /<You see this roll of 
money? Come with me and I will divide it." It was a great 
temp1;ation and he decided to go. After the family had gone 
to bed, he made ready his belongings and intended to slip them 
out while the family was at breakfast the next morning. 

,When·he came out to wash and dress, mother put her arm 
about him and said, "Last night I saw you going .away. It 
was made plain to me that great danger would befall you, for 
the' young man with whom you were had done things that 
would bring you both into. disrepute." So brother broke down 
and told mother all their plans, but he did not believe·· even 
then that the young man had done anything wrong. He soon 
learned, howev!3r,that mother's dream was right. 

In later years when all the boys were filling good posi
tions, she used to say, "I have much to be thankful for. Surely 
I could not have done so well but for the help of the Lord." 

THE PASTOR'S WIFE 

While father was not a pastor in the full sense of the 
word, but was gone a large. part of the time, still mother did 
what to-day would have been considered the work of a faithful, 
devoted wife of a pastor. She worke~ in the Sunday school 
and aid society, sang in the choir, visited the sick and those 
who were in trouble, or those interestedln hearing of ,the Re-
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organization, and opened her home to those who came and 
went. 

. In 1884, when again it seemed that she was living among , 
friends, came the call of the church to locate at headquarters, 
then at Lamoni. It was hard to see the family l'eady to start, 
as it meant leaving ll€ and my family behind .. Mr. Nicholson 
had taken a position with the Union Pacific Railroad in that 
city. 

Mother was no sooner settled in her new home than she 
was summoned by tel€gram to care for me and my sick little 
boy. I was so homesick and ill that I told mother if I re
mained there I must die. Mother talked to the doctor about 
moving me, but he advised against it, ,saying, "Impossible/' , 
Mother, however, took upon herself the task of'bringing me 
home, even if friends and my doctor said it could not be; and 
while it took many prayers and administration by Brother 
R. J. Anthony, we were soon on the way_ When mother had 
convictions, she moved out without delay to do what she be~ 
lieved to be for the best. 

The day we started was the first time my feet had carried 
me beyond the door. Over the Continental Divide it was a 
hard struggle to keep breath in my body, and mother was on 
duty day and night. When the train steamed into Council' 
Bluffs, mother was trying to plan how to take care ,of me, the 
sick baby, and the little lad, when who should appear but 
father, waiting on the platform for the train to come to a 
stand. Then for a moment there was a dash of rain, but the 
tears were soon dried. Poor mother who had had little rest for 
days, then the long journey on the train with the sick to care 
for day and night, again seemed young and strong. We ar
rived in Lamoni much improved in health, notwithstandIng 
the long, hard joumey. My husband soon joined me and we 
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took up our abode there, which added much to mother's con
tentment in her new home . 

. MOTHER'A HOME-MAKER 

Mother's life in Lamoni was well known to most of the 
leaders of the church. 

First, she was a home-maker. . This home was always 
scrupulously clean and orderly. Her bread, pie, and cookies 
would have tempted the appetite 'of the most satiated. Father 
and mother were both frugal, and liked a simple, well-cooked 
meal. Not a morsel was ever wasted •. Every article was care
fully mended and made to give full service. Her windows 
were full of plants during the winter,·and in her skillful way 
she coaxed them into abundant bloom.· She so loved flowers 
that it was her custom to pin one on anyone who might be 
visiting her, whom she especially desired to honor. Her yard 
in the summer was always a sight to gladden the eye. 

A REAL MOTHER 

She might have been- a bit easy, but she was surely. a 
. comrade to her children. She was interested in the simplest 
affairs of their everyday life.· I have seen her sitting on the 
knee of one of her sons, while he rocked her and they talked 
over things; and again many times I have seen her with his 
head in her lap, combing or running her fingers through his 
hair in a caressing way, and talking over things in the world, 
in the paper, or in the church, for nothing escaped this wide
awake little mother. 

On her many visits to the children in cities she was as 
enthusiastic as a girl of sixteen over every form of entertain
ment that might be offered by them~ I well remember, when 
she must have been up in. the seventies, she visited a street 
fair with two of her sons. She missed nothing but riding the 
camel, . and I surely believe she would have had a try-out at 
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that, but we were a little fearful for her. There was no make;.. 
believe. She enjoyed it all, even a day's shopping with a bit 
of lunch down town, which would usually terminate at the ten 
cent store. She had lived on short margins so long that she 
\vould spend only a little, but that gave her strange delight. 
However, when her baggage was paeked for her return home, 
all the little tokens were for this one or that; rarely anything 
for mother. Even the expensive little things the boys would 
give her were carefully put away. A little later these gifts 
would find their way to this or that one of the younger folk. 

The farm near Lamoni, bought with the money from her 
mother's estate at about ten dollars per acre, when sold 
brought forty dollars an acre. The money was used to put up 
one of the first brick buildings ever built in Lamoni. This had 
quite a commodious apartment on. the second floor where 
mother lived for a number of years. Since father was at home 
now most of the time, this gave them a home life that had 
been unknown for many years. 

Father was now drawing a regular allowance each month 
as assistant editor of the H e'rald, so mother had not the saeri
fices to mal{e that she felt called upon to do in the earlier years 
of the work, and many of the little luxuries that she enjoyed 
came as gifts from her children. 

You wjll remember that the years were creeping on and 
that she was no longer young; but the hospitable· door was 
still open and there were many visitors to entertain at the 
homes of Joseph Smith and W. W. Blair. 

THE LAST YEAR TOGETHER 

The conference of 1893 severed father's connection with 
the Herald Office, and as his chief work in the church after 
preaching had been the adjustment and settlement of difficul
ties by awakening those involved to a renewed sense of their 
gratitude to God and their responsibility to his work, it was 
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now found that he was needed in a nUJilber of places .. When 
the most pressing demands had been cared for, it seemed that 
the desire of his heart was best expressed in the words of 
Paul,"Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city 
where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how 
they do." After he had visited the East and the Central 
states, he proposed that mother go with him to California. 
After hasty preparations they were soon on their way. 

A letter dated June, 1895, says, "There is indeed our 
honeymoon trip, alone with father. The man I have loved so 
long is still the noble, cultured gentleman that he was in youth, 
and he gives to me every little consideration that he did when 
we were sweethearts. He helps me on with my rubbers, he 
holds my coat for me, carries all the baggage, and assists me 

·on and off the cars. 

"It is wonderful as we journey to receive the respectful 
consideration that is bestowed upon me as his wife; for I 
have been made to realize as never before how he has studied 
human nature and how wise he has been in his service to God 
and the church. It has truly made my heart burn within me, 
and I feel that the long years have not been without ~ompen
saHon." 

Again later in the summer, she writes: "We have visited 
with many that father had been instrumental in bringing into. 
the work in northern and southern California. Many, many 
of them I knew well from letters written during his first years 
there. We had a wonderful reunion in southern California 
and now are enjoying a little visit with Brother and Sister 
Ethan Barrows in Salt Lake City. Father preached twice on 
Sunday, but had to ask pardon for the huskiness of his voice, 
as he has preached sixty-eight sermons in as many days before 
leaving the coast. Many of them were out of doors, and this 
is hard on the voice. However, we are pretty good pilgrims 
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and are f-eeling fine otherwise. [Father and mother lived in a 
little house belonging to Brother Barrows, and just across the 

way from them, all the time they resided in Salt Lake City.] 

We go from here to Pleasant Grove, Utah, where father will 

dedicate their new church." 

Pleasant Grove, Utah: "We have just arrived at Sister 

Sterritt's, which seems like coming to one of our own family 
because of the years of trials shared together. You will re
member this is the sister for whom father went to Washing
ton, District of Columbia, to assist in getting her appointment 
as post mistress here. She still holds the position, although. 
her hair is white as snow. 

"Yesterday was an eventful day. A mountain towers 
above Pleasant Grove, on the top of which is a lake that they 
h)ll me extends to a depth of at least one third down the 
mountain. David's wife and I were very anxious to climb this. 
mountain. She met us in Salt Lake City. Well, we climbed 
about five miles up the mountain, then felt that we must turn 

,-~ 

back on our trail. It was surely worth the effort, for a won-
derful sight was spread out before us. Away to the south
west stretched Utah Lake. Pleasant Grove nestled at the foot 
of the mountain. Further out in Lehi Valley we could plainly 
see American Fork, and about twenty-three miles away we 
could see another little tOWll. 

"A train slowly (at least it so seemed to us) crept across 
the valley, so far away that it looked about the size of a large 
brown worm. We saw a puff of steam; and after an intermi
able wait we heard the whistle echo and reecho back and 
farther back in the mountains. 

"At night father preached. There W€re two very sleepy 
girls on the front row of seats." 
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THE FOREIGN MISSION 

Often mother has felt in the years that have passed that 
this wonder trip with the man she had loved and whom she 
had taught her children to honor and almost reverence, might 
be likened to the "tuning of instruments before some great 
musical solemnity." It was only a few months after this that 
father left home on a trip which would include the spring con
ference at Kirtland. After he had started for the train, he felt 
impressed to return and give to his youngest son, Fred, the 
power of attorney over his estate. He explained that he had a. 
feeling he was about to be sent on a foreign mission, which 
he rather thought might be England. 

The conference passed, all the reports of the year's work 
were in, but father never came back alive. He left for the 
foreign mission, where mother joined him when the Lord 
called. 

Her grief was so intense that merciful nature caused 
oblivion for a time, but the faith that had brought peace 
all her life through did not fail her now. Resignation came, 
and a desire to be worthy to be with the regenerated, and 
the struggle for strength, brought succor. 

A letter which seemed to help her more than all the others 
was from Sister Emma Burton, in which she said, "How great 
must have been the demand for his services on the other side, 
that he was summoned so hastily." Many times in the years 
that passed mother would awaken and seem to hear him as he 
went about kindling the kitchen fire and bringing in the water, 
always singing, "Come,thou fount of every blessing." Then 
she would wait to hear his cheery voice say, "Betsie, up, up! 
The kettle boils." 

Several times when mother had been very ill, and little 
hope given of her recovery, she would see father standing 
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smiling down upon her, but always he would say, "Not yet." 
This brought the beyond very near ~o her. 

But in the words of the poet, sh~ felt, "Alone in crowds 
to wonder on, until the Master should say, 'It is enough:" 
"Did she call it home where she tarried now,. when the good 
man had sailed?" 

Did she give up to her sorrow? No, i1).deed. Her heart 
was full of youth and ev.er was. She' could not live alone, so 
four young ladies were taken in ~th her.. She loved to 'be 
with the young even until the last ye~r of her life: 

Abo':lt five years before mother's death, my husband,. 
D. F. Nicholson, passed to the great beyond, and my mother 
joined me in my widowhood, occupying a room opening from 
mine. I know that this add.ed to her contentment and freedom 
from responsibility i·n her later- years, and it was also a great' 
comfort to me. 

YOUNG FOLKS' PRAYER MEE,TING 

Many still remember the young people had their weekly 
prayer meeting in the Mite Society Building near the Herald 
Office, and there every Wednesday eV,ening went mother. She. 
prayed, for this was her gift;, she sang with them, and many 
of them remember the. word of the Lord that came to them 
through her as his niouthpiece: 

The young folk' seemed to think that she should be there, 
and she felt so blessed in the going that no' matter how fa
tigued she might be, meeting time found her there; for she 
had' youth in her- heart and was interested in everything that 
meant life. I am going to tell this' on mother, that you may 
know' how young she was when well burdened with years: 
She attended a camp meeting at Pertle Springs and was 'living 
with her daughter-in-law. One evening a 'number of young 
people wanted her son's wife to chaperon them for a water
melon feast after services at night. She answered, "I cannot 
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leave mother alone, but if you will invite her, lam Sufe she 
wiH be glad to go." Mother accepted the invitation, and the 
next morning when she went down to the Springs for her 
morning drink, she found a number of sisters there talking 
about the boisterous laughing and carryilig on that had dis
turbed . some the night before.' Mother listened for a time, 
then said, "You are mistaken about this matter. The young 
.folks were at services, 'and a number of them sang in the 
choir; then with the permission of Brother Hulmes, presidf'l1t 

of the stake, they had this little watermelon feast. 1 was 
invited and was present. They may have laughed and been 
a little noisy, but they were a splendid lot of young people. 
I fear that II laughed as much as any of them, and enjoyed it, 
too." We did not hear any further unfavorable comments. 

A MEMBER OF THE CHOIR 

As a young woman she sang in the Presbyterian choir. 
At Sandwich, Salt Lake City, and Lamoni her voice was heard 

. in the service and worship of God. At Lamoni for years she 
sang in the choir and sat beside Sister Belle Tilton in the 
front row. On stormy nights when many of the younger mem
bers were absent, you would always find Sisters Blair and 
Tilton there on time and ready for service. 

THE AID SOCIETY 

As a "Ladies Aider," mother was ever on duty. In the 
Gleaners she worked with the wise-hearted in Sandwich. In 
the Aid Society of Salt Lake City, her busy fingers plied their 
task. H All the women whose hearts stirred them up in wis
dom," in Lamoni, surely did spin well to help in building the 
walk from the church to the depot. They enlisted all the help 
of the musical young to assist them. Again she aided in 
building the Mite Society Building and paying for it, in getting 
up dinners to carpet the aisles and pulpit of the church, then 
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in working for funds to buy a clock, chairs for the pulpit, a 
bell to call all to the devotions of the house of prayer, one gift 
after another without end. So they worked on. 

They wrought and brought their willing offering of days 
of quilting, or making garments to assist those in need; again 
it would be for the family of some brother whose wife was 
called away from her little ones. These good women would 
bring in clothing to be made over or mended and material to 
he fashioned into clothing for the children. 

Many years she acted as president; but whether officer or 
not she was always present to carry into the society great 
capacity for labor, and almost incredible powers of endurance, 
and rapidity of decision that made for success. Even father 
sometimes objected to the wholesale way in which she poured 
herself out without consideration of self. 

RELIEF AND SERVICE 

We had no such name for it then, but we had Paul to 
quote, "We remember without ceasing yoUl' work of faith, and 
labor of love." There was no home of sickness, trouble, or 
death that she did not take the time to help, and could always 
find something for her willing hands to do. 

When Brother William Anderson was bishop of Lamoni 
Stake, he called mother his assistant; and many times had her 
investigate conditions for him. Often she superintended the 
ordering of materials for relief work. He found that she was 
well qualified for this work, and did not hesitate to ask for her 
assistance. The hard years of the past made her very sym
pathetic with those who were having similar experiences, and 
it mattered little to her whether it was misfortune, misman
agement, or if it was through laboring for the work's sake; 
yet ·withal she had a great fund of practical common sense 
that kept the church from being imposed on. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



MEMOIRS OF ELIZABETH BLAIR 199 

One Christmas when all the children were home for the 
day, and brought out their little gifts for each and everyone, 
mother brought nothing. One of the boys said, "Mother, 
don't you think we are worth even a card, or a gingerbread 
man ?" Mother replied, ",Children, I haven't had time. There 
has been so much sickness, and I have spent every cent I can 
spare for shoes for this one and that, and thank the Lord you 
have no need." So the children loved her a little more and 
tried to remember to give her a little more to spend. 

When the Homes for the Aged were built, she went there 
regularly and always had a little birthday gift for thi.s one or 
that. Maybe. a handkerchief of fine linen' for the blind sister 
who could tell exactly the daintiness and fineness of any piece 
of fabric, or a little tea for the old English sister, a bar of 
pe:rfumed soap, or a few peppermints. She knew just what 
each one liked. And while she was older than mal?-Y of them, 
she never seemed to think of herself in that class. One dear 
sister in the home, who had grown so feeble that she could 
not go out any more, had a very good plush coat, and mother 
and this sister had talked over what to do with it. Just at 
this. time Brother Joseph Smith was summ.oned to Washington, 
District of Columbia, and he wished Sister Ada, his wife, to 
accompany him. Indeed he was not very strong and needed 
her assistance, but Sister Ada who had always tried to be as 
little expense to the church as possibfe, had not a coat that 
was presentable. So the precious coat was carefully carried· 
to her, and like the good noble woman she was,she wore it, 
although it cramped her splendid proportions a little, but Sis
ter Herrick and mother were both very happy to think that 
they had helped to. get Sister Ada ready so that she might go. 

A SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER 

Down on Fox River from 1864 to 1868 mother was one 
of the officers and a teacher in the little schoolhouse on Sun-
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day. She was a teacher at Sandwich~ Salt Lake City, and 
Lamoni, always at work whether a sojourner or a residentiary. 

The Sunday before she had to take to her bed, she went 
through a deep snow to teach her class of young ladies. 

Dudng her last sickness, which lasted for about three 
months, every week until the last she got her Sunday· school. 
Jesson with her son's wife and insisted that both of them 
attend to their duties at the Sunday school. She was happy 
to think that two of her sons were superintendents and that 
all of her children were workers. She would say, "I never 
miss Sunday school unless 1 cannot be out of bed, and I do 
not think that any teacher shou1d." 

CHILDREN ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH 

A great cause of joy and comfort to her was the fact that 
her daughter and five sons, with their married companions 
were church members and active both in it and in the Sunday 
school; also that her grandchildren had joined the church, 
with the exception of one boy who was not then old enough, 
but who did accept the gospel and was baptized as soon as 
his age permitted. 

THE LAST VISIT 

Mother had been very anxious to attend the conference 
and conventions of April, 1912, at Independence, but had not 
been feeling well, so decided to go down in March with her 
son Georgewhen he went as an auditor on church books. She 
was so determined to go that she got up from a sick bed to do 
so, thinking that the change would do her good and that she 
could get better and be able to attend the meetings at Inde
pendence. 

'When the conventions were on,she still hoped to be able 
to attend the conference, but it could not be. However, she was 
intensely interested in every day's work, and would insist that 
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either David's wife or I should attend the business sessions , 
so that she might know exactly how and what was before the 
conference: Often on returning, David's wife would 'get out 
on the floor and strive to reproduce the speeches of different 
ones,' and would do it so well that mother would get the fire of 
it, and immediately you would recOgnize that old-time energy 
and' promptitude of decision, for she needed no one to tell 
her how' to vote. ' 

During the conference she arrived at her eightieth birth
day and was showered with letters and cards of good wishes, 
which helped to blunt the keenness of her disappointment at 
having to keep her bed -in Kansas City; where she was stop
ping at the home of her son David. 

During the many weeks, of her sickness, she was ever 
cheerful and thoughtful of others. In the morning when the 
news came, she would sit up agaInst the back rest· and read 
the news. All the church papers she read day by day, and of 
magazines a goodly store. 

When her children came, she would visit with each and 
everyone, as well as the many chosen friends that were per
mitted to come in for a little word of cheer. But on one beau
tiful June morning slle quietly 'fell asleep, to meet fath.er on 
that foreign mission when she should awaken. 

"Give her the fruit of her hands; and let her own words 
, praise her in the gates." 

We carned her home to Lamoni, that her body might rest 
beside father's.' The ladies of the Mite Socie'tycovered the 
opening in the ground with red roses, and the broken earth 
was heaped up with them, for they kilew she was fond of them. 
The little town closed all business; and at the church when the 

_ friends were requested to stand, while the mourners remained 
seated, very few stood, as the Mite Society and the many old 
friends wished to be included among the mourners. 
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Among the treasures in the woman's historical depart
ment in Independence you will find a cup and saucer. When 
on a visit to her old-time friends, Brother and Sister Calvin 
Beebe, their daughter, Sister Emma (now Sheehy), took 
mother on a visit to the qUeensware store and bought her a 
beautiful china cup and saucer, which mother carried home 
with much pride. Her cambric tea had a finer flavor sipped 
from its smooth edge. This was a little bit of luxury which 
she certainly enjoyed. She would often say, "Do you know, 1 
thinkthis cup looks like Emma." 

Another treasure was given to her by her son-in-law, 
D. F. Nicholson. Mother had alway!? wanted a watch, so on 
her seventieth birthday, he walked in and said to her, "Now, 
mother, you have always wanted a watch: Here is one for 
your birthday, but remember to keep it wound every day if 
you wish it to keep perfect time." And be it said to her credit, 
that at horne or abroad, sick or well, under any condition, that 
watch was always wound religiously. The chain and pendant 
are with the cup and saucer. 

Added to these, and the most precious of all, is· the ring 
that father had made from the nuggets and brought to her 
from California. 

Her class of young ladies acted as· honorary pallbearers, 
and the Star of Bethlehem Sunday School passed the follow
ing resolutions on her death: 

"On June 8, 1912, Sister Elizabeth J. Blair, ripest in 
years of our sisterhood of teachers, finished her work on earth. 
Henceforth we shall miss her from our Sunday school ranks 
forever, and missing her there, shall continually remember 
her. Her faithfulness in attendance against every hindrance, 
even that of age, was a lesson that cannot be lost. 

"Because she was a faithful, loyal, energetic, and honor
able worker in the Star of Bethlehem Sunday School, of La-
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moni, Iowa, we, its members, express our appreciation of her 
companionship and association, and record our recognition of 
her steadfast adherence to duty, her unwavering testimony 
to the truth, her unflinching courage in life's battle, and her 
faithfulness unto death. 

"We extol her virtues as a wife, mother, teacher, and 
friend,and recall her meeting of hardships as wife of a pio
neer missionary in the Reorganization, as the zealous volun~ 
teer in church and Sunday school activities, and as a conscien
tious child of faith in aU her many and varied experiences, an 
encouraging example to us of what a 'spirit touched with 
Holy Fire and fed by kind and good desire' may accomplish 
in this life. The effects of such a life go on and on until eter
nity alone reveals its magnitude. 

"While mourning \Vith those who will miss her most, with 
them we shall cherish her memory and rejoice in her inviolate 
constancy as a daughter of the covenant." 
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HISTORY OF EXPERIMENTS IN ECONOMIC 
EQUALITY 

BY MERRILL A. ETZEN HOUSER , M. A. 

(Read before a session of the Independence Seminar by the author.) 

Our present economic situation hasplac.ed upon man the 
greatest social problem with '\vhich he has had to '<leal. The 
solution of. this problem lies in the discovery of ways and 
means of eliminating th.e vast amount of poverty and distress 
which prevails to such a large extent in. all countries even 
those. which are considered most prosperous-in arriving at 
a mere equitable adjustment in distribution of the fruits of 
production so that the many will not be forced to exist on less 
than their actual needs while too many live in splendor, ex· 
travagance, and waste. There can never be happiness while 
there are palaces on one end of the street and hovels at the 
other end. 

This problem has vexed the civilized nations from the 
beginning of family life and the recognition of private prop
erty, and has continued to grow more acute as time passed. 
Many peoples have attempted from time to time to establish 
relationships among themselves whereby equitable conditions 
might prevail. These attempts have been from a religious 
and social viewpoint, but both had the same end in view-a 
more just relationship between man and man. 

We believe that the solution can be found only in one or 
the other of these agencies or in one acting upon the other, and 
to the end that we may discover to which agency we shall look 
for the final solution we desire to go briefly into the history 
of some of the most important of the movements or practices 
of peoples in their endeavor to bring about or maintain a 
just social relationship. Also to consider some of the ideals 
that have been proposed. If we arc able to determine to 
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which of thes€ agencies we may look with hope of success, 
then we will at least know along what line our activities and 

energies should be spent. 

ISRAEL AND THE MOSAIC LAW 

When the children of Israel had developed sufficiently so 
they could understand the guiding hand of a Supreme Ruler, 
we find them being directed by Him as recorded in Exodus 
20: 1-18. We wish to call especial attention to the eighth com
mandment of the law of Moses, which requires that everything 
lawful be done to pi-omote their own and their neighbors' out
ward estate; and all dishonesty, stealing, robbery, extortions, 
oppressions, etc., be detested; also to the tenth commandment 
which forbade that one should covet anything that belonged to 
his neighbor. 

We find recorded in the thirty.,..fourthchapter of Numbers 
the fact that the land was divided by lots according to the 
numbers in the tribes and the members of the families. The 
land was God's and was intrusted for use to the chosen people 
in such a way that every individual had his portion. Just sub
sequent to this period the Lord gave through Moses the law 
of the sabbatical years, and the seven sabbatical years at the 
end of which was the jubilee, at which time great changes in 
the social conditions of the Hebrews were brought about. This 
law of the jubilee seems to have been given to bring about 
from time to time the original social state instituted by Moses, 
in which each individual had his portion. (See Leviticus 25.) 

This law provided that the fiftieth year should be hal
lowed, and liberty proclaimed throughout all the land unto all 
the inhabitants thereof, and every man should be returned 
unto his possessions and unto his family. In the j:ubilee year 
the land must be returned to its original owner, and the houses 
and villages should be considered as the fields of the country. 
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The bondsman in all conditions and all circumstances was to be 
set free. 

The land was the Lord's, and in apportioning to each one 
that which he needed he provided for all, but he recognized 
the selfishness that would exist upon the part of some, who in 
the course of time ,,"ould have more than their share while 
others were without. He therefore provided the jubilee year 
(every· fiftieth year) when the property was all restored ac
cording to its original division, the basis of which was needs. 
This law gave recognition to the sovereign rights of God. The 
conception is purely theocratical in its whole character and 
tendency, which was of such a nature as to demand entire 
equality upon the part of the people. The power of perpetual 
alienation in regard to the land would have given rise to the 
greatest inequalities of social condition presenting the in
equalities that we see to-day-splendor and affluence on the 
one hand and sordid pauperism on the other. 

Regarding the sabbatical year we find the following in the 
fifteenth chapter of Deuteronomy; At the end of seven years 
thou shalt make a release, and this is the manner of the re
Ieas€, Every creature that lended aught unto his neighbor shall 
release it; he shall not exact it of his neighbor or of his 
brother, b~cause it is caned the Lord's release. This was given 
to the end that one would not oppl'ess his brother and that 
there might be a condition of equality among them in that 
there were no poor among them. On the Seventh year there 
was to be no sowing and reaping, and the volunteer crop be
longed to the poor. Another law also provided for the poor: 
"And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not 
wholly reap the corners of the field; neither shalt thou gather 
every grape of thy vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the 
poor and the stranger." 

The silence of sacred history on this point, before the 
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captivity, would l:!eemto indicate that these laws were regu
larly observed from sabbatical year to sabbatical year and 
from jubilee to jubilee, and that no occasion transpired which 
required remarks or comment. 

THE ESSENES 

After the Babylonish captivity, in the decline of the Jew
ish state, three sects sprang up, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, 
and the Essenes, all from Judaism. The Pharisees attempted 
to sustain the past with all of its transmitted influences, in
discr~minately, the Sadduccees to the rejection of what was 
traditionary, and the Essenes formed a third way. They did 
not disregard the past but desired to give more consideration 
to the 'situation surrounding them, and to bring powerful ap~ 
pliances to bear on the actual ills of society. They sought to 
revive and heal from the conditions existing. They aimed at 
something practical and sought to create an influence that 
would stem the advance of corruption and pour a life-giving 
power into the veins of society. 

They were ascetics and avoided the ordinary pleasures of 
life as morally bad and held. self-control to be virtue. They 
despised marriage but selected among the children of others 
those whom they considered most promising and endeavored 
to form them according to their own model. There were no 
rich and no poor among them; none had leslS than enough, and 
none had more than enough. Stewards were appointed among 
them to take care of that which was assigned to their care, not 
for their own advantage but for the community good. Buying 
and selling were unknown among them; give and take was 
their simple plan, which was observed not only among mem
bers of the same group but also between members of different, 
groups. They held all of their property in common, and one 
joining their order must let what they have become common 
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to the whole order, nor was anyone found among them who . 
had more than another. 

The"Essenes were very religious, and their piety before 
God was extraordinary, One who desired to join with them 
was put on probation for a year while he continued excluded. 
After he had demonstrated his ability to live up to their re
quirements, he was given the waters of purification but was 
not yet permitted to live with them until a further demon
stration of two years, when, if deemed worthy, he was ad
mitted to their society. 

Their pursuits, trades, and professions were such as con
duced to human good and carefully avoided peaceful pursuits 
which ministered to vice, and took no part in the ma:nufacture· 
of arms. They had no slaves; all were free, serving one an
other. They repudiated lordships as unjust and destructive 
of natural equality; as irreligious and opposed to the laws of 
nature. Nature they held to be the common mother, and with 
them all· kin were brethren, not only in name but in reality. 
They were careful to presel've· a practical subordination in 
their community; but those who held office did so merely for 
the common good and in themselves were neither richer nor 
better clad than the others. 

The calmness with which they endured the cruelest tor
tures from the Romans during the "Jewish war" rather than 
be faithless to their conviction indicated their strong religious 
deLBrminations. 

THE EARLY CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 

On one occasion Christ was asked by a scribe which was 
the first commandment of all, and he answered, "Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all of thy heart and with all of thy· 
soul and with all of thy mind, and with all of thy strength, and 
the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy
self. There is none other commandment greater than these." 
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On another occasion when asked by a rich young man what 
he might do that he might have eternal life, Jesus enumerated 
the commands of the Mosaic law against adultery, steal
ing,bearing false witness" etc., and the young man an
swered that he had kept all of those from his youth Up. Then 
Jesus answered anq said, "Yet lackest thou one thing; sell all 
that thou hast a,nd distribute it unto the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasures in heaven." When the young man heard this . - . 

he was sorrowful, .for h~ had much riches. When- JestisSaw 
that he was sorroWful-and turned away, he said, "How hardly 
can they that,h~veriche~enter into the kingdom of God. For 
it is easier for a~amel togo through a needle's eye than for a 
dch man to enter the kingdom Of God." 

. - . -[, 

These positive· and direct statements of the Master, to-
gether with other statements in the New Testament and also' 
the teachings of the Mosaic law, were probably th~ foundation: 
of the communistic order which'was established atJe~usalem 
folloWing the death of Chtist. Luke, in speaking of the com;;' 
munity, said, "And all that-believed were together and hai:alI 
things common and sold their possessions and goods and 
parted them to all men as every man had. need," And again,. 

• "Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many 
as ·were possessors of land or houses sold them, and brought 
the. prices of the things that were sold and laid them down at 
the apostles' feet, and distribution was made unto every man 
according as he had need." . 

The spirit of the gospel, as they understood it, involved 
not only a helpful love of one's neighbor but also a renuncia
tion of all property as a hindrance.to the service of God" It 
was not generosity alone that lay at the bottom of the Chris:
tion treatment of the poor, but their practice was as muCh the 
result· of purely religious motives. They accepted their ass~ 
ciates as members of the kingdom of God and, ther~fore.· 
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brethren. The social. mission of the church exercised an at
tractive power, but its effect cannot be separated from the. 
faith itself. The form in which the community of goods was 
observed by the church provided. the general feature distinc
tive of the character and form of their social union. It was no 
mere school; its obligations on the part of its members bound 
them together in an alliance .which embraced their whole life. 

. . . 

THE CHRISTIAN MONASTIC SYSTEM 

The monastaries grew out of the . idea of asceticism and a 
determination that each who felt so inclined should "subject 
his body inaB things." Itafforded a place of refuge forthose 
who desired to renounce the world and take' upon themselves 
the secluded life. In the monastery, the life was quiet and. 
peaceful,as well as holy. 

In the sixth century the monasteries multiplied SO rapidly 
in western Europe that it became necessary to establish defi
nite rules for the numerous communities. Saint Benedictine 
drew up a set of rules for the monastery. of which he was 
the head which so well met the needs that it was adopted uni
versally for the rules governing monastic life. lEach monk 
was assigned _work' suitable for his strength, the strong 
being required to do outside manual work arfd the les,s strong 
to do writing and copying. They were not permitted to own 
anything in their own right and were pledged. to absolute 
poverty, and everything used was the common property of all. 
With the vow of poverty they also took the vow of chastity 
which forbade even marriage. 

The monks had a very great influence upon the history 
and dEwelopment of western Europe and affected the lives of 
all the people ... , They helped to rescue honest manual toil from. 
the disrepute into which slavery had brought it in earlier 
times. They set the example of careful cultivation on the land 
and introduced better methods of agriculture. There were no 
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hotels or taverns .in those early days, and the monastedes en
tertained the travelers and thus increased intercourse between 
the various parts of Europe .. 

These monks were secluded and hence did not have the 
influence that would have followed· a free association with the 
world. Their influence was felt in many lines however, both 
for good and for evil, and their examples and practices affected 
the economic life in various ways. Their purpose was purely 
religious and was ascetic in the extreme, and was not in any 
sense calculated to bring about a better social condition in the 
outside world. 

; PLATO, SIR THOMAS MOORE, AND CAMPANELLA 

The communities we have been considering were those 
which had religion as their motive and were organized or 
operated oli the basis of strong religious conviction. Their 
purpose was to keep from their members the influe~ces of the 

. world as far as possible and to develop their own religious 
and social views. 

Other men, philosophers and thinkE)rs who recognized the 
evils of the existing order, thought a remedy could be offered 
in the field of social activities. One of these men was Plato, 
who left in the "Republic" an image of a state which is in
tended to set forth the reign of justice. Whether this was a 
dream or whether Plato thought it of practical value, we are 
not. able to determine, but it is evidence of his profound 
thought and consideration of the needs of a better social con
dition. 

The "Republic" of Plato may have suggested the "Utopia" 
of Sir Thomas Moore, which was published in the first part of 
the reign of Henry VIII. "Utopia" was a dream, the name 
Utopia meaning no place, indicating something outside of the 
real world; the imaginary seat of an imaginary government. 
In Utopia all religion was to be equally tolerated. Pure deism 
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was to be the predominant faith, but those denying the being 
of God were ineligible for office. 

The "Utopia" opens with an account of the sad social . . 
condition in England, which was due largely to the great num-
ber of nonproducers-ofthe rich who take' from the pOOl', 
where the idle prevent the industrious from prospering. The 
author thinks that where individual property exists, where 
everything is measured by money, justice can never reign. ln 
order to establish a just balance in human affairs, property 
must be abolished. The remedy is to be found in laws fixing 
a maximum of possessions in land or money, but this cannot 
be done so long as private property exists; therefore, the sole 
remedy is community of goods, such as prevails in Utopia . 

. Utopia is an island, located near the mainland, which has 
. a capital and fifty-four other towns built on the same plan, 
each calculated to provide for six thousand families, also 
many large farmhouses scattered throughout the coulltry' aIld 
large enough to accommodate at least forty persons. All of the 
inhabitants must worl,t on the farm or in some branch of in
dustry, as there were to be no idlers. A day's work of six 
hours was considered sufficient to supply the wants of all; the 
rest of the day was to be spent in study and the evening in· 
recreation. Meals were taken in common, and at the large 
markets all necessary artic1es·might be had by heads'of fami
lies without cost. There were also common hospitals and l1ur
series. The number of children in separate dwellings was 
equalized by taking the excess from one family and placing 
them in another. Money w-as unknowll in their internal re
lations. The govermnent was simple : every.thirty families 
chose a magtstrate; every town sent three deputies to the 
legislature. The. chief duty of the magistrate was to keep 
people at work. 

About a century after "utopia" was written, Campanella 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



EXPERIMENTS. IN ECONOMIC EQUALITY 213 

published his "City of the Sun." In this he extols the monas':' 
tery as the type of social organization which should obtain. 
The two main points of his system are ~ommunity of property' 
and community of wive8, and government lodged in the hand8 
of philo80phers. He thinks the system of private property 
persists because eaeh'man has a wife and children of his -own, 
whieh is the incentive to aecumula~e private property for their 
inheritance. He would improve the breed of men by govern- . 
ment regulation. . His government was one of despotism. 

SOCIALISTIC COMMUNITIES 

In the latter part of the eighteenth and early part of the' 
nineteenth centuries, we find. 'communism and the principles 
involved therein being put to the practical te~t from a politi~ 
cal rather than a religious viewpoiIj.t. ' 'There were' several 

~ socialistic movements started or advocated in France, but only, 
two of these were strictly communistic, Baboouf andCabet~ 
Baboeuf's idea as expressed ~as that the aim of society was 
happiness and happiness consists in equality, and this equality 
must be perfect and absolute: "nature has given the equal 

. riihts of all goods." , He proposed to obtain this equali~y:hY 
degrees. All property was to become nationalized In the course 
of fifty years, and then production was to be carried on by 
offieers chosen by popular vote, who also deeided upon the 
needs of the different individuals. The eal"th belongs to all, 
and' the fruits' must be common property. All were to be 
dressed alike save the distinetion of age and sex, all must eat 
the same quantity and kind of food, and all were to be edu
eated alike, whieh was only elementary; comfortable medioc
rity in everything was the ideal. All things were contrived' 
to level down and not level up. His was perhaps the most 
cheerless of all communistic schemes. 

Cabet was a French writer who was condemned to im
prisonment for art article attacking the king, but he was for-
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tunate to escape prison and fled to London. Here he became 
acquainted with Sir Thomas Moore's "Utopia" which fur
nished a large part of his inspiration. He later returned to 
France and write "Voyage to 1caria," a philosophjcal and 
social romance. The principles enunciated were quite simple 
and based on equality, in which fraternity was the impelling 
force. Fraternity was the basIs of his science" his principle, 
his doctrine, his theory, and his system. Diligence and thrift· 
were enjoined upon all; men worked till sixty-five and women 
till fifty. A day's work was seven hours in summer and five 
in winter; women, however, worked only four. 

Cabet attempted to put his ideals into practice, and in 
1848 he sent an advance guard to locate on the Red River, in 
Texas. They were attacked by the yellow fever and disbanded 
befoi'e Cabet reached America. Upon arriving at New Or
leans, Cabet learned that the Mormons had abandoned Nauvoo, 
Illinois, so he set out with his followers for that place. Here 
they established headquarters, and at one time had fifteen hun
dred members. Cabet became very dictatorial in his manner, 
and as most of his followers had participated in the French 

Revolution they resented his authority and trouble began. 
The eolony was broken up, and Cabet and a few followers 
went to Saint Louis, where he later died. Some fifty or sixty 
emigrated to Coming, Iowa, but were not successful there. 

In Saint Simon we :find a 'man of a different type from 
Cabet and Baboeuf. He did not desire the dead level idea. but 
did desire a social condition that would more nearly render to 
each man the results of his own labor, The chief principle 
laid down by Saint Simon was that recompense should be real
ized in proportion to a man's work, remuneration in propor
tion to merit, The most celebrated of his works was the New. 
Christianity, andit was from this that his disciples chiefly 
drew their inspiration. He said his whole life was comprised 
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in the one thought: "to guarantee to all men the freest devel
opment .of their· faculties." Saint Simon's kingdom was of 
this world, and was ascetic in no way. He said,. "Religion 
must aid society in its chief purpose, which is the most rapid 
improvement of the poor." This was the starting point of 
Saint Simonism and l~d to the. formation of a sect with' a 
priesthood. 

Saint Simonism is the first example of pure socialism 
which introduced an economic system in wl1ich production was 
e11tirely carried on in common, and the frUIts of production 
were distributed according to . some ideal standard. They 

. believed the evils of distribution could be remedied by substi
tuting state property for private property, but rejected any 
equal distribution' of labor's product which would give the 
active and energetic no more than the slow and indolent; They 
desired to organIze civil society on the plans of the army in 
which there would be gradations of. rank and authority. They 

. rejected the equal division or property but demanded the aboli
tion of all privileges of bjrth and consequently the destruction' 
of inheritances. They demanded that land and capital and' all 
of the instruments of: production should become common 
property and be so divided that each one's proportion should 
be in keeping with his capacity. Women ought to have equal 

. rights with men. 

Rodrigues was chosen by Saint Simon to be his successor, 
but he ceded the position to Enfantin and Bazard, the supreme. 
fathers. Enfantin ruled despotically over them and induced 
them to lead an ascetic life. He withdrew them from refined 
society and forced' them to share in the coarsest toil and· re
ceived froni them honors and reverence accorded a divine 
teacher. In· the early stages of their movement they. drew' 
about them some of the most capable men of France, but 
shortly a schism took place,. after which 'Enfantin and a num-
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ber of the disciples d~sired to come out from the world and to 
retire to a life of asceticism. They were finally victims of dis· 
se:p.sions, financial difficulties, and external persecutions. 

Charles Fourier was a man of the middle class who 
thought science alone could offer a plan of amelioration of the 
social conditions as he foundthem. He was a man of under
standing and logic. The economic condition was brought 
forcibly to his attention by an experience when he was a 
young man. He was employed by a business house which had 
speculated in rice, and in order to maintain a high price ~e 
with others was instructed to throw great quantities of it 
overboard. Fourier thought that a system that would allow. 
that waste when children were starving was· radica1ly 'Vl'ong. 

He began to elaborate a social scheme which· should pro
mote truth, honesty, economy of resource, and the development 
of natural. resources. He published· a prospectus five years 
before he found a single supporter. One experiment was made. 
during his lifetime near Versailles, but the management 
seemed to have been defective and the experiment soon failed. 

The central idea of the Fourier scheme is associa,ti()n~a 
social organization must be formed which will allow free play· 
to the passions, so that they may combine harmoniously. Har
mony could only be found in combinati<;>ns of suitable numbers 
in communities· known as phalanxes, and occupying buildings. 
called phalansteries.The twelve passions of man determine 
the proper number for a single phalanx; eighteen hundred to 
two thousand is suggested as the proper number. Each in
individual is to work in a' group according to his desires and 
ability; and in order that the work may not become repulsive, 
a change in occupation is afforded from group to group each 
two hours. "Work of this kind becomes play; children . like 
it, and men and women are as fond of it as athletic sports." 
Fourier thought that in this way productiveness of the labor 
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could be increased four and even fivefold. He would not only. 
produce more goods but· would eliminate much by removing 
competition, and he believed t;hat under his system a man 
could retire at an age from eighteen to twenty,;.eight 

Fourier's scheme was not pure socialism, in that it did not 
abandon private property and inheritances. In the division of 
products a certain minimum-a very generous one--is set 

'. apart for each member. of the commune, and the enormous 
surylus is divided between labor, . capital, and. talent, five 
twelfths going to labor,four twelfths to capital, and; three 
twelfths to talent. Labor is divided into three classes, neces- . 
sary,' useful, and agreeable,' the highest reward accruing to the 
necessary and the least to the agreeable . 

. A modified form ot this plan was established by Gean 
Godin, at Guise, France, which had a successful experience 
covel'ing a number of years. It differed mainly in the large 
share of power retained by M. Godin, the promoter, and there 

. was no agriculture which was considered by Fourier as the 
. basic industry. 

AMERICAN EXPERIMENTS IN FOURIERISM 

A number of phalansteries were < organized' in America . 
~tween 1840 and 1850, the histor~ of which we will review 
briefly: 

The Clarkson Phalanx was the first of the Amencan ex-. . 
periments and was organized in 1844 in Monroe County, New 
York. This was very short lived, lasting less than one year. 
'their chief difficulty seems to have been religion, as it is stated 
that they had some of every sect in Ameri-ca except Mormons 
and Millerites. They were not incorporated, and experienced 
financial difficulties from the very first .. 

At Sodus Bay they also ran against the rock of religious 
differences, and were able to continue their operation for less 
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than a year. Selfishness was the predominant evil, and they 
totally failed. 

The Trumbull Phalanx· selected Trumbull C()Unty as their 
base of operation and organized in the spring of 1844. They 
were in financial straits from the· beginning and were con
stantly confronted with bankruptcy. They quarreled about 
religion and about the kind of food served and were able to 
continue their operations for a period of only three years. 

The Ohio .Phalanx started out most propitiously and for 
ten months met considerable success, but at the end of this 
time there came a sho:rtage of food, and the . need for a re
organization became apparent. A difference arose as to the 
form of the new organization, out of which grew a division 
and a lawsuit. At the end of nineteen months they were de
funct and issued advertisements for the sale of the property. 

The Clearmont organization had among its promoters 
such men as Greeley, Brisbane, and Channing, and one would 
expect success to come from any effort which secured· their 
attention and cooperation, but like all of the others their suc
cess was of short duration. They continued to. exist for about 
t\vo years when they were forced to abandon their plans. 
Stock to the amount of $17,000 was subscribed, but less than 
$6,000 was actually paid up, so they were never free from 
financial embarrassment. The. friends of this movement 

. ascribe two different causes for its failure, viz, the want of 
means and the want of men, while others attributed it to law
suits and jealousy and loss from floods. 

The Alphadelphia Phalanx issued a prospectus in 1844, 
and in January, 1846, it was still in existence, but a disagree
ment took place between some of the members from which it 
never finally recovered, and in a few months it' ceased its 
existence. 

The Wisconsin Phalanx was perhaps one of the most suc-
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cessful, having had an existence of about six years. They had 
a title from the Government for fourteen thousand acres of. 

land, a sawmill in operation, a gristmill, building, and six hun
dred acres of land under cultivation, all having a total valua
tion of about $28,000, with a membership of about 157. Their 
system of labor and pay was somewhat complicated and never 
could be satisfactorily arranged. The farmers and mechanics 
'were always jealous of each other. They had among their 
numbers a few men of intellect, who always doubted the suc
cess of the experiment and hence decided to accumulate prop
erty individually, By some they were considered the prinCiple 
cause of the failure.' "In 1848 it became evident that dissolu
tion was inevitable. Thus flourished and decayed this attempt 
at industrial association." 

The North American· Phalanx was established at New 
York City and was set apart as a model and pattern, for others. 
Horace Greeley was connected with this movenwnt, too, and 
was its vice president. They succeeded for ten years, but in 
the spring of 1853 there was a split and secession, resulting in, 
the formation of another association. . During the summer 
after the secession the North American society appears to have 
had an acrimonious controversy about religion with somebody, 
either inside or out, and it seems that thIS was complicated 
with the secession movement of the' spring before. A year 
later the phaJanx suffered a severe loss by nre from which they . 
were never able to recover financially, as the stockholq,ers were 
unwi!1ing to subscribe more, and they dissolved the concerl1 
be'tause it did not pay enough dividends. 

. Brook Farm was organized in 1841, which was the bright
est of the associations that arose during the Fourier excite
ment, and had for its membership such men as Ripley, Danna, 
Channing, and Hawthorne. Within a year from the time it as
sumed the task of propagating Fouriel'ism, a disastrous fire 
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frustrated the hopes' and aspirations of the association. The 

end of Brook Farm was practically the end of Fourierism in 

America. 

The economic principle underlying the. Fourier system 

was joint ownership of property, while that of Robert Owen, 

whose movem~nt. in America was contemporaneous with the 

Fourier movements, had for its fundamental economic princi

ciple that of communism. 

Robert Owen was a large Scotch manufacturer and was 

the originator of a plan whereby his employees shared in the 

fruits of the production in his plants. They operated for a 

number of years and met with a great degree of success, due 
almost wholly to the influence and capable management of 
Owen who was in entire control. 

In 1824 Owen came to America and attempted to carry 
out some of his ideals and purchased from the Harmony .so
ciety at Harmony, Indiana, the town site, plant; and all of the 
equipment and buildings. In this ready-made base of opera
tion.they had the conditions which Fourier thought were in
dispensable to success,and with this start their success seemed 
reasonably well assured. Mr. Owen was desirous that all who 
were so disposed might have the opportunity of putting their 
ideals into operation, and so he extended a broad illvitation to 
all from every nation who were industrious and well disposed 
to emigrate to New Harmony. Within six weeks eight hUll
dred had responded, many of whom were needy and idle, who 
desired to avail themselves of :dr. Owen's liberal 'offer. It is 
said that they 'did their share of the work, more in the line of 
destruction however than in construction, with the result that 
notwithstanding their favorable beginning they lasted only 
three years. 
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HARMONY SOCIETY 

In 1802 three hundred families left Germany for America
where they were sure of freedom to worship God after their 
own desires. These families' were made up largely of the 
peasant and mechanic classes. In Germany they had- deter
mined to establish a community in Harmony with their under
standing of the sociartheoryof Jes~s. _ 

They located in Butler -County, Pennsylvania, in -1805, 
and organized the Harmony Society, each agreeing to throw -
all of his possessions into one common fund, -to keep thereafter -
all things in common, and each to labor for the good of the 
whole body. They built a sawmill, tannery, storehouse, distil
lery, and woollen mills, planted vineyards and raised farm 
products. They _ aimed to produce everything they needed in 

. ." . 

their community. 

George Rapp, the organizer and religious head, taught 
that their first duty was to live a sincere and rigidly religious 
life. In 1807 a deep religious fervor' pervaded the society, 
with the result that they decided to conform more 'closely to 
the law of Jesus as they conceived it and renounced marriage 

. and all marriage relations. -Thereafter no more children were _ 
born in the society. At this time they also ceased the use of 
tobacco, and because of these two innova.tions many members 
left the association. 

From their f!rst venturI;! they seemed to have met with 
considerable financial success, for in 18i4, about ten years 
after their organiZation, they had property valued at $150.000; 
or about $1,250 for each head of family, while at the beginning 
they had less than $500 each. They had lived well and had 
maintained good schools and churches. About this time they 
moved to the Wabash Valley, in Indiana, and'purchased thirty 
thousand acres of land, upon which they established New 
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Harmony, where they erected large factories and extended 
their industries. 

Prior to this time, a1though all things had been held in 
common, an account had been kept of the amount belonging to 
each individual according to the original amount put into the 
common treasury, but by common consent a public bonfire was 
made of the records, and from that time. on everything was in 
fact in common, and owned equally by all. They remained at 
New Harmony ten years, but on account of malaria fever and 
unpleasant neighbors they decided to move again and sold 
their Indiana holdings to Robert Owen. From there they 
moved back to Pennsylvania and established themselves at 
Economy, where they steadily increased in wealth in spite of 
their frequent removals and numerical decadence. They ac
quired much property besides that at Economy, having a large 
interest in coal mines and oil wells and railroads and manufac
tories, and controlled at Beaver Falls the largest cutlery es
tablishment in the United States at that time. 

In 1832 a great secession took place. The previous year 
Bernhard Muller, together with forty of his disciples, joined 
the community, persuading the Harmonists that their views 
",'ere subsbntially the same as theirs. ,He soon showed him
self a veritable parasite and a disturbing element, disseminat
ing his views with such shrewdness that within a few months 
he had a third of the members, mostly of the younger ones, on 
his side, and an actual division of the community took place. 
Two hundred and fifty members withdrew and took with them 
as their share $105,000. The society which withdrew settled 
in a community not far from Economy, but they soon wasted 
their means and the organization was broken up, while the 
other body continued to flourish and had a successful history 
for over seventy years. 

Each child was given an elementary education and then 
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was trained in some useful trade. Each family did their o'wn 
cooking, but there was a common oven where they. took their 
bread, etc., to be baked. Each was given ,clothing according 
to the needs of. .his occupation. It was the tailor's duty to see 
that all were well clad, and it was with considerable pride that 
he looked aftel' their wants in that line. In this community 
each labored for aU, and there was no selfishness and no waste. 
All had plenty, but there was no waste, as waste was sin. Re
ligion was of the first consideration in their Jives. As the re
sult of their determination, early in their experiment, to take 
celibacy upon themselves, their numbers continued to diminish 

. because of the lack ,of natural increase, and in 1906 because 
of the few remaining members they were forced to dissolve 
the society. 

THE SEPARATISTS OF ZOAR 

The people who founded this community were al~o from 
Germany and were separatists both from the church and the. 
state. They had no idea of establishing a community when 
t~ey left Germany, and for fourteen years they lived in Penn
sylvania where persecution finally forced them to move, and 
they went to Zoar, Ohio. Some of them were so poor they had 
to be aided by those more fortunate, and they concluded that 
the best interests of all could only be had by combining their 
wealth, which they did, and that accounts for their practice of 
communism; they were. forced into it if all should be properly 
supplied. This step was taken in 1819, and from that time 
they prospered until they accumulated property valued at 
$731,000. The women had equal rights with the men in all 
things. Any applicant of good character was admitted, but 
only after a year of probation, during which time he was paid 
wages for. his services. The people of Zoar practiced celibacy, 
but later renounced it and marriage relatiol'ls were recognized 
and children were born. After the age of three, the children 
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became the charge of the community and were provided with 
good schools. 

In signing the covenant, the signer relinquished all rights 
of property and to any future accumulation or consideration 
by reason of his initial subscription. This covenant has been 
the basis of two important legal decisions, one of them ren~ 
dered by the Supreme Court of the United States that settled 
definitely and fully that a member on seceding from a com
munity bound together by such a covenant cannot enforce a 
division and distribution of its property, and also that a mem
ber of ~ c0mmunity with such a covenant has no interest in 
the common property which on his death descends to the heirs· 
at law. 

The religious ordinances at Zoar are fe,,\' and weak. They 
have no meetings except on Sundays, and they are not of the 
kind that would arouse enthusiasm and interest, as there in 
no meeting in which. all take part. 

Zoal' was not a complete community but a combination of 
familism and communism. Their property ~vas held in com
mon, but each -family Had its separate household arrange-·· 
ments. The members have no care except for their own 
spiritual culture.· 

THE. SHAKERS 

The . B:armonists and the Separatists of Zoar and many 
other organizations were made up of German p~ople, but the 
Shakers were drawn from every country and from many re
ligious societies. Their organization attained greater pro
portions than any of the others and at one time consisted of . 
seventeen local societies with twenty-four hundred members. 
They received their name from their peculiar shaking activity 
when under spiritual domination. The basic principles of 
Shakerism al~c ViFgin Purity, Confession of Sins, Separation 
From the World, and Christian Communism. 
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In the Christian Communism the bond of union is spirit
ual and religious. Communism of property is one of th~tead
ing principles. "It is an established principle of the faith of 
the church that all who are received as members thereof do 
freely and voluntarily of their own deliberate choice dedicate, 
devote, and consecrate themselves, with all they possess, to 
the service of God forever." In this they recognize their equal
ity before God and each other. All share one interest in te!11-
poral and spiritual blessings, accOl'ding to individual needs. 
There werG no l'ich among them and there were 110 poor, but 
this can only be manifested by separation from the world and 
its temptations and allurements, and hence their organization 
in separate societies apart from the world. Marriage was not 
forbidden, but they believed it more pleasing to God to live. a 
virgin life as Christ did.. The Shakers were intensely re
ligious al).d were the first spiritualists in America. 

In their governmental affairs they were theocratic and 
were composed of the governing class and the governed class. 
Women were fully emancipated and had all rights equal to 
that of the men and had as much influence and voice as the 
men. The supreme ministry which was the general executive 
head was composed of two men and two women. Women man
aged their own departments of industry independent of men. 

Believing that celibacy was a superior condition, a great 
many of their members did not marry. which put the society 
to a great disadvantage as to its increase in membership with 
the result that they rapidly declined in numbers. They 
adopted thousands of children but few of them remained after 
they reached adult life. Though the Shakers existed for over 
one hundred years, they never spent a cent for police, for 1m\,
yers, or for poorhouses and penal institutions. In 1913, the 
latest data we have, there were still about one thousand mem
bers. 
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THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY 

The Oneida Comrnunity or Perfectionists was established 

in New York and was made up largely of Americans. Among 

its charter members were physicians, lawyers, clergymen, 

graduates of colleges and scientific schools, editors, and critics, 

Mr. J. H. Noyes, who founded the society, was a man of edu

ca,tion who engaged in the movement because he felt caned 

to the work. 

In the first nine years their operation showed a loss of 
from $107,000 to $67,000, but they improved their organiza
tion, obtained a vast amount of practical experience, and de
veloped some principles .. 

When asked if they believed in the equality of man and 
woman, they answered that they did not believe even in the 
equality of men, but they did believe that every man, woman, 
and child should be surrounded with circumstances favoring 
the best development of heart, mind; and body, and that no one 
should be excluded on account of age, sex, or color from en
gaging in any ~occupation for which he or she is adapted by· 
nature or culture, They believed that communism would be

come general and that hirelings would cease. Their com-
. munion with one another was based on their religion, and 
their religion was based on communion with God and the 
good spirits of the invisible world. They believed that socie
ties based on selfishness must be displaced in all relations in 

life. 

Their requirements for membership were, first, "We in
sist that candidates shall understand and hold by heart our 
religious and social doctrines; secondly, count the cost of en

. listing with us for life; third, secure their freedom from any 
claims of kindred; fourth, pay all of their debts. 

They engaged in many forms of industry but mainly in 
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the canning of vegetables and the manufacture of silk, and 
also steel traps in which they had a national reputation. 

The children were the charge of the community and were 
under the care of consecrated nurses, who volunteered for the 
service from eight in the morning until five in the afternoon, 
thus allowing the mothers to pursue any useful occupation 
during the day. The mothers might be with the children as 
much of the day as they desired. 

One of the outstanding features of this organization was 
their novel and unique way of effecting discipliI1e, which was 
mutual criticism. A standing committee was ehosell from 
time to time whose chief duty was to observe the conduct of 
the members and criticize them when in the wrong. These 
criticisms were solicited and welcomed by the members as a 
means of correcting their conduct, and there was a daily eve
ning meeting when these criticisms were given.· It was the 
ambition of each member to so live that he was above criticism 
of his fellows. 

They maintained a hygienic life and were temperate in all 
things, and though their foundation was religion it was a 
practical one and far from formalities. They encouraged art, 
music, education, and amusements, and everything that tended 
to,vards human happiness and culture. They did not believe 
that religion necessarily expresses itself in asceticism. 

'Financially this community. met with great success, and 
they carried on a very happy and pleasant association for 
many years, but by reason of some of its peculiar practices 
with reference to marriage -and sex association they met with 
great opposition from the outside, and especially from the 
churches, and in 1889 they were forced to abandon their or
ganization. They reorganized their industry as a joint stock 
company and are still carrying on a successful business and 
to-day have a world-wide reputation on their "Oneida Com-
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munity SHver-ware." They still have some cooperative activi
ties, such as a common dining room, laundry, library, and 
some other activities. 

THE AM AN A SOCIETY 

The Amana Society or "True Inspiration Congregation" 
was established in eastern Iowa in 1855. It is composed en
tirely of Germans who came to America in 1842. . They pur
chased twenty-five thousand acres of Iowa prairie and have 
established seven to\vns or communities. The basis of their 
organization is their religion, and theIr "head" speaKS with 
divine authority, tho·ugh it has been many years since they 
have had a prophet. 

They were commanded through inspiration to put all of 
their means together in order that the temporal welfare of all 
of the members might be properly provided. They live in 
separate houses but all eat together, but in case of sickness a 
neat basket is prepared and sent to the homes. 

All of the property is held in common and is administered 
by thirteen trustees who are elected annually. Each business 
has a foreman who is an elder. They aim to produce all that 
they consume, and merchandise is sold to the members at cost. 
Each individual is allowed from $40 to $100 per year for 
clothing, depending upon the kind of work in which he is 
engaged. As in most of the other communities, the members 
do not work hard and are l(:mg lived. 

'rhe communities do not offer very much in the way of 
social activities and amusements, -and many of the young peo
ple leave the villages, but they return sooner or later usually, 
as they find life theTe better than in the world outside. 

They are a quiet, contented, industrious people, thor:
-oughly religious, and are still carrying out their scheme suc
cessfully. In 1913 they had eighteen hundred members and 
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owned twenty-six thousand acres of some of the best land in 
Iowa. 

There have been other movements in community coopera
tion, but we think these examined are sufficient in number 
and were carried on under about normal conditions. From 
these we think we can draw a conclusion that will enable us 
to account for their successes and failures.; 

We have examined twenty-one societies that were organ-: 
ized for the purpose of bringing about an ideal condition in the 
lives of its members. . Nine of these are predominantly re
ligious, ten were semireligious, with social betterment as their 
aim, and two were nonreligious. Of all of the societies or
ganized, three are still operating, though one of them was 
forced to change its forin of association. Various reasons may 
be assigned ~or the failure of the eighteen to continue to oper
ate--jealousy. selfishness, religious differences, lack of finance, 
and the adoption of celibacy upon the part of several other-

.. wise successful ones. 

Of the nine religious movements we find that one was in 
successful operation for over one thousand years, the Hebrew 
system; another for a thousand. years and still operating, the 
monastic system; one for over a hundred years and still suc
cessful, the Shakers; still another for one hundred years, the 
Harmonists; and one for over a half century, the Separatists; 
the Amana Society, organized in 1855, is still operating suc
cessfully; and another, the Oneida Community, was very suc
cessful until 1889, when they were compelled by outside in
fluences and persecution to change their form of association. 
About the Essenes and the early Christian community. we 
know little or nothing of their final history, but the. last in
formation on record indicates that they were successful. 

The ten semireligious experiments were organized on the 
plan of Saint Simon and Fourier. We. have noted only one 
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society organized according to Saint Simon which was at· 
tempted in France. In this movement division soon arose; 
and as the result of dissensions, financial difficulties, and ex
ternal persecutions, th~y abandoned their plan and some re
tired to a life of asceticism. There were a number of experi
ments based on the Fourier idea, and a number were at
tempted in America. The most successful of these was the 
North American Phalanx which contilluedfor ten years at 
New York; the next one in point of Sl1ccess was the one in 
Wisconsin which lasted six years, while the extent ·of the life 
of the others was from ten months to three years. The causes 
usually ascribed for their failure were selfishness and reli
gious differences. 

The two that were nonreligious were those started by 
Robert Owen, and iVLCabet. Robert Owen invited all, who 
were well disposed, to join his community, with the result that 
people from every class and condition in life responded. This 
movement fell a victim of the exploiter, as it was made up 
largely of People who were out for all they could get-who 
wished to secure something without giving anything in return. 
They occupied the plant vacated by the Harmonists and had a11 
of the physical requirements for success, but they lacked the 
spiritual motives. TheCabet movement, like that of Owen's, 
had the physical requirements, but they Jacked the cohesive 
elements and failed in two years. 

In noting the activities of these movements, we are con,. 
fronted with one striking fact: those which had religion as 
their basis had, or have, the longest successful experience; 
those which were semireligious, or considered religion as sec
ondary in their associations, were successfu1 a much shorter 
period, the maximum being ten years; and the third, or those 
\vho were nonreligious, failed almost in their beginning, hav
ing had success for only three years or less. 
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The Harmonists and Separatists of Zoar, two of ~he most 
successful organizations, left the fatherland and all that was 
near and dear to them for their religion, and in them we find 
people· who are willing to submit their personal desires to the 
good of the whole. They were ab.le because of their religion 
to overcome the selfishness which was the rock upon which 
most cooperative societies dashed to pieces. 

It was not the purpose of the Separatists to form a com
munity when they came to America, but there were many poor 
among them who had to be assisted in securing passage by 
their more fortunate brethren. After arriving in America, 
because of their handicap they were not able to meet with 
success, and so fo·r the benefit of those less fortunate ones, the 
whole membership decided that they would pool their interests 
and so they organized a community. The spirit that prompted 
the organization was sufficient to make it a success. ;l.nd main
tain it. 

The Amana Society was organized by the Germans at the 
command of God through .their prophet, and it therefore be
came their religious duty to maintain it. 

Many attribute the success of the Harmonists, Sepa.ra
tists, and Amana Society to the fact that they were all of one 

"nationality, and we admit that it was a factor,but it was 
evidently not the primary 'cause; for the Shakers and 9neida 
Community met with as much or more success than these, and 
they were composed of people of every nation, so nationality 
could not have been the primary element. 

Others have attributed their success to the fact that they 
were of the peasant class and were therefore used to 'receiving 
and obeying orders of their superiors and hence would be 
easily controlled. We recognize the ability to obey orders as a 
very necessary quality upon the part of those who would co
operate successfully. but we cannot feel justified in believing 
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that their success was due to this previous condition in life, 
for we note that the Perfectionists of Oneida were made up of 
a very different class-physicians, lawyers, clergymen, edu
cators, and men of various walks in life who were used to 
giving orders. 

We find that the men of the Perfectionists were men of 
learning and culture and were highly educated, and in another 
community, as Harmony and Amana, were the peasant class 
and mechanics and men of small opportunity, and both so
cieties succeeded, so we cannot attribute their success to cul
ture and education nor to the lack of them. 

Some of the societies at times had a remarkable leader
ship; such as George Rapp of the Harmonists movement,but 
the Harmonists outlasted the life of Geo:rge Rapp and had 
several leaders. All of the other societies had a change of 
lead~rship from time to time, but they continued just the 
same, and so while we recognize leadership as very necessary 
we do not believe that it is the primary cause of success. Some 
have thought that these cooperative movements might succeed 
for one generation, but all of those based on religion succeeded 
into the second generation and some into the third and even 
the fourth. 

The two societies which had the most favorable start were 
the Owen Society at New Harmony and the Icarians at Nau
voo. The former purchased the plant and equipment and 
buildings of the Harmonists who had increased their per 
capita wealth from $500 to $1,200 in the short space of ten 
years. But with this distinct advantage they were able under 
these conditions to operate for only three years. 

The Icarians who succeeded the Mormons at Nauvoo, 
Illinois, also had buildings and necessary equipment ready 
made for them, but they were only able to operate two years, 
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There was one thing common to these two societies, and that 
was the entire absence of any religious motive or influence. 

There are some who are willing to admit that some of the 
communistic societies have succeeded in operating over a long 
period but who discredit the plan, for they say that life in 
the communities is dull and monotonous. To them it may seem 
so, but it ~vidently was conducive of satisfactory results in the 
lives of the members, for we find that they were very long 
lived, many attaining an age of eighty-five and some ~inety. 
To-day health is recognized as essential to a successful and 
happy life, .and the school' systems are giving health a place of 
importance in their program. Whether the life seemed hum
drum to those that participated in it we cannot say, but we do 
know that it was effective from a hygienic standpoint. Some 
have thought that communistic life smothered individuality 
and left no incentive to achieve, but we find that t-he Shakers 
produced many inventions. 

There are a number of desirable elements that go to make 
any cooperative association a success, but there seems to be 
but one that is absolutely essential and without which failure 
is inevitable. Ho_mogeneity of race is one of the desirable ele
ments. A common. nationality contributed to the success of 
the German societies, but it does not seem to be essential, as 
the Shakers and Perfectionists were not homogeneous in this 
respect. . Leadership is very essential, but with many of the 
societies the leadership changed many times and success con
tinued to follow them. The one element which we find pre
dominating. in all of the successful societies and which was 
the bone of contention in many of the others that lacked it, 
and which was entirely absent in the least successful ones is 
religion. 

We therefore conclude from our investigation that in re- V· 
ligion and in religion only may be found the dynamic force 
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sufficient to eliminate the great inequalities of our present 
society and bring about an equitable adjustment of economic 
conditions. We do not understand that it needs to be confined 
to any particular religious beliefs, but it must be so effective 
in the lives of men that it will grip their very souls and cause 
them to bring themselves into submission to any principle that 
will be for the best interests of lJ.11. It must be a religion that 
will subordinate selfishness. Neither do we think that it must 
take the communistic form of association or any other pre
scribed form, but it must be .011e that will mete out justice to 
all on the basis of the needs of the individual members. 
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JOHN J. CORNISH 

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

(Continued from page 54.) 

In the spring of 1884 I received a dispatch from Brother 
Lyman Whitford, of Port Huron, Michigan, asking me to 
come immediatel~ to administer to his children, who were sick 
with diphtheria. I went, and upon my arrival I found a large 
card tacked up near the door, and the word Diphtheria printed 
on it in large letters. Upon entering I found five children 
down with the disease, and the mother almost sick. I could 
scarcely keep the tears from flowing down my cheeks, I felt so 
sorry for my brother and sister and their dear family. But 
the God of saints bestowed his Holy Spirit upon me, and I 
took courage. I felt that we needed faith, and the Lord gave 
it. I thank God he heard our united prayers in behalf of the 
children and healed th~m all. 

Some fifteen years ago I arranged a small synopsis of the 
Bible, and when arranging the subject of faith, I wrote to 
Brother and Sister Whitford for their testimony in the fore
going case of healing, and received the following reply: 

PORT HURON; MICHIGAN. 

In the spring of 1884, we had five children seized with that unwel
come visitor called diphtheria. The neighbors became alarmed, and. 
knowing that we were poor, and unable to employ medical aid, notified 
soine of the members of the board of health, and Doctor Northup came 
and examined them, and pl'onounced it diphtheria, and a large card was 
tacked up on the house by the door, with the word in large lettel's, Diph
theria. The doctor offered to attend them, but we told him, "No." We 
immediately telegraphed to Deckerville for Elder J. J. Cornish, and he 
came and administered to them, and the Lord raised them up, just as he 
said he would in James 5: 14, 15. We feel very thankful to the Lord for 
his goodness and mercy to us. 

\Ve remain, your brother and sister in the gospel of Christ, 
LYMAN D. WHITFORD . 

. SARAH L. WHITFORD. 
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I remained with the family that night, and ate my break
fast with nearly all of the family the next morning, to the as
tonishment of their friends and neighbors. Now, for the un
believer to say, as we often hear they do, "Oh, they would have 
got well anyway." Well, even if that be true (yet we have no 
means of knowing it), does that prove the Lord did not heal 
them? Not by any means. 

Mr. E. B. Harrington, of the same place, had a child sick 
with the same disease about the same time, and although a 
man of much means, who was able to and did employ different 
physicians, and they no doubt did all in their power-all that 
their means, medicine, and care could do-the child died. 

In 1885 I again visited Oil City, London, Saint Marys, 
and Inwood, in Ontario, baptizing two at Saint Marys and 
three at Inwood. Starling back to Michigan I arrived at 
UbIy, and Flinn's Corners. In my absence; a disciple minister 
from Ontario, named McKellar, called in, and knowing that I 

. had gone, gave a lecture against the Saints. But Brother Wil
liam A. Sinclair, one of my boys, made reply, which seemed 
to meet the demand. 

We now had our church in Delaware finished and dedi
cated, the first Latter Day Saint church in Michigan. Brother 
A. H. Wiltsie was one of the mainstays in the work. We held 
our conference in it at the time of its dedication. 

I also opened up the work ~it Sand Beach and White Rock, 
baptizing some in each place. It was in this part of the State 
where the ministers and members came together in their 
churches to "preach and pray down Mornl0nism," as they 
called it. Right after one of their efforts I baptized seven 
more, and organized a branch of the church invVhite Rock. 
From there I went on to Gore, Huron City, and New River. 
The latter place is where Enoch Ledsworth had moved from 
Sanilac County, and while laboring there, one Saturday aft-
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ernoon 1 received two letters, one from Sister Cornish, and 
one from Brother Ed. Flinn, near Ubly, each briefly teIling 
me that there were posters up in the stores, hotels, post offices, 
and on billboards in Forester, Deckerville, Port Sanilac, Rich
mondville, and elsewhere, stating that at such a date iri the 
Forester Grove, by mutual agreement Walter Sims and J. J. 
Cornish would meet on Sunday at one. o'clock for public dis
cussion on Mormonism. "And," said the one from home, "I 
thought you did not know anything about it, and that Sims 
was trying to take the advantage of us." 

Brother Flinn in his letter said, "1 knew that you were up 
north-did not think you had made any agreement with Sims 
at all," and that he believed that it was a "put-up job to get 
a large crowd together and then abuse our people." 

By the time 1 got back to Brother Ledsworth's, and while 
telling him the news, he said, "Well, you can't go; you have 
an appointment in our schoolhouse to-night and to-morrow 
morning; then in 'the Montgomery Schoolhouse to-morrow 
night." Just then Brother William H. Smith. (a cousin of 
Elder W. J. Smith) drove up and said, "Hello, I am after you!" 

"What for 7" said I. 

"Why, don't you know?" 

We talked about the letters, and the handbills; ·of the 
agreement Sims and I had made to debate, etc., and not one 
word of truth in it. Says Brother Smith: "He has it all ar
ranged. Cornish won't be there. 'He dare not meet me l' and 
he has said that the debate will go on just the same. 'I'll tell 
my side for one half hour, and then I'll tell their side the next 
half hour.' Oh, yes! Sure! he could beat us that way!" 

We talked the matter over, and settled that Enoch should 
go to the schoolhouses and tell them that I could not be there, 
giving them the reasons. This also made it rather embarrass
ing for us, for it was reported at the Montgomery Schoolhouse 
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that Cornish dare not come there again! But Enoch assured 
them that as soon as I could get away, I'd be there. 

The only difficulty that confronted us now was as to 
whether the horses could stand the trip back. We fed the 
horses, got our supper, and stalted back over the sixty miles, 
having the night and the next day until one o'clock before us. 
We started at sundown, arrived at Sand Beach, got Brother 
Clarence Mead up, fed the horses, and they ordered me to go 
and have an hour's sleep ~ they visited, and were to call me in 
proper time. I went to bed, but rolled and tumbled; I could 
not sleep. I got up. "Come on," said I; "the horses may tire 
and we may have to walk part of the way." We started. By 
and by it began to get daylight. When we got to Richmond
ville, seeing so many posters, we rested a few minutes, and I . 
read one of the bills, and I was glad at heart to think that I 
was so near that if the horses could not make it, I could walk 
the remaining five miles of the way, and be in the grove on 
time. 

We again started. All at once Brother Smith said: 
"Brother Cornish, I can tell you all about your dream about 
that big snake now." 

"Can you 1" said I; "and what is it 1" 

"Well, when you hit that snake on the head with that 
glancing blow was when you struck him two years ago at the 
Leitch Schoolhouse; and when he got more vicious than be-
fore, is now; and this time you will give him such a blow that 
it will settle him." "Oh, yes," said I, "1 believe that is it." 

Yes, I had only talked about ten minutes all told at that 
time and that without a chairman and with constant inter
ruptions. But remember, we must have a chairman this time. 

We finally reached Bxother Smith's home. The horses 
were completely exhausted. He put them up; all o,f his people 
were gone to the Forester Grove. We washed ourselves, 
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brushed Qff SQme of the dust, ate SQme bread and milk, and 
hurried acrQSS the fields to FQrester. Oh, what a crQwd Qf 
people! I walked in, and stepped upon the plat~orm just five 
minutes befQre Qne o'clQck. Then what a demonstratiQn fol.,. 
IQwed, Qf cheers and cries of, "Johnnie's here!" "Cornish is 
come!" with "Hip, hip, hunah!" "He's here!" Then three 
IQud cheers. 

A delegation of two of Sims's members came and asked 
me to gO' down to the southeast corner of the grQve, as Mr. 
Sims wanted to' see me. I tQld them, "NO'; but yQU tell him I 
am here O'n the stand, and we will settle matters here and nQt 
in a cO'rner." 

Two or three minutes later a delegation Qf six came, tell
ing me I must come Qr he would nQt CQme Qn the stand at all. 
I gave them to' understand that Mr. Sims must come on the 
stand Qr I WQuld shQW him up befQre this people. They re
turned to Sims. 

Then came Brother Hugh Campbell and Qther Saints, and 
said, "JO'hnnie, yO'U will have to' gO' down to' where Sims is. 
He will not cO'me." 

Said I to' him, "Now, BrQther Campbell, you know what 
a time we had two years ago last winter, and how he lied and 
misrepresented us, and then broke up the meeting." 

"Yes," said he, "I know all abQut it. But he WQn't cO'me. 
GO' down; yQU will arrange it SQme way." 

I started, fQllO'wing BrQther Campbell, passing hundreds 
Qf people. By and by I saw Mr. Sims with his back tQwards 
me. We passed, turned around facing him. I reached Qut my 
hand to shake hands with him. He kept his elbO'w tight to' his 
side and O'pened his hand. I grabbed it and pulled it Qut 
straight, saying, "HQW dO' yQU do, Mr. Sims? What's the mat
ter with you-afraid to offer me your hand 7" 
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"Now, don't speak loudly," said he in a low voic"e. "\Ve 
",'on't have any loud talk." 

"I'll speak as loudly as I want to. I haven't lied or mis
represented anyone. I'm not afraid to let anyone hear what I 
have to say," said I, in a clear voice. 

Then Mr. Sims said about as he did at the Leitch School
house two winters before; that I should go on for one half 
hour, then he would reply; then repeat it, "and we'll have no 
chairman." 

"Ah, Sims--Leitch Schoolhouse over again. You fooled 
me once, Sims, and it was your fault. If you fool me again, 
then it will be my fault. I'll not debate without a chairman." 

"And I'll not.debate with a chairman," said he. 

I replied, "Then come on the stand, sir," and I started 
towards the stand, Sims following .. 

'When we got on the stand, facing that large congrega- . 
tion, Mr. Sims began by telling what I should do. 

"Ladies and gentlemen," said I, "the first thing in order 
will be for this body to appoint a chairman to keep time and 
order." 

"Oh, you said you would debate without a chairman," said 
Sims, angrily. 

Replying, I said, "I did not; but told you I would not de
bate without one." 

At that some one moved that Thomas Barr, the super
visor, be the chairman of the meeting, and about a dozen sec
onded it; Being put, there was a great sound allover the 
grove of, "Aye!" which made the grove ring. 

=.vIr. Barr took his pl0ce. Mr. Sims took his hat and 
duster, and said, "I'll not debate with a chairman." 

Voices from the congregation: "Coward! Coward!" 
He wanted the congregation to understand that he was a 
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Christian minister, and would speak the half hour, and I 
should do the same, etc. 

Replying, I said, "That is what he told us two years ago 
last winter in the Leitch Schoolhouse; but instead, he talked 
one hour and twenty-five mintes, and then before I could get 
in ten minutes talk he broke up the meeting. If he would lie 
before that people of perhaps two hundred, the most of whom 
are here to-day, he will tell a dozen lies before this congrega
tion of perhaps two thousand, to carry out the same ends. 
Furthermore, I wish to say to you that in those handbills and 
posters, the statement that I had agreed to meet him at one 
o'clock to-day for a public discussion, is false, and Sims knows 
that he was lying when he wrote and published it. I knew 
nothing of it until about twenty hours ago, when I received 
two letters giving me that information, at which time Brother 
Smith came for me. I have traveled all night, over &ixty miles; 
to get here, and I am here to stand in defense of the truth; 
but we will have a chairman to keep time and order." , 

Sims said a little more, then asked one of the members of 
his church to come upon the stand, and be chairman. 

The member came upon the stand and sat on the other 
side by Mr. Sims. Sims and the chairman, Mr. Ban, had 
some talk as to how we had agreed. Sims told him that I was 
to take the lead, etc. The chairman turned to me to hear what 
I had to say. 

I told him that there was no agreement at all; that all he 
has written, printed, and posted all over this country was done" 
in an underhanded way, and all without my knowledge or con
sent. "He is the challenging party, and mu"st take the lead, 
and I am here to answer." 

The chairman told Sims that that was the only proper 
and just way to do. 
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The two exchanged a few words, then Mr. Barr intro-
duced Walter W. Sims, to speak in the affirmative. 

Mr. Sims talked for an hour along the line that many oth
ers of his kind had done before him; against baptism, laying 
on of hands, two resurrections, and there never were but 
twelve apostles, and never would be any more, etc. When the 
hour was up the chairman rapped on the stand, calling his at
tention, .. and said, "Time," but Sims kept on talking. Chair
man Barr said, "Mr. Sims, the time is up!" 

Said Sims, "Oh, I'll go on until I'm through; then he can 
do the same." 

At that moment Barr was on his feet, and in a command
ing voice, such as a Scotchman can produce when necessary, 
said, "Sims, sit down!" And Sims sat down. 

I being introduced, then made reply. I gave references 
to show that baptism and the laying on of hands were neces
sary. John the Baptist taught it for the "remission of sins": 
Matthew 3: 6; Mark 1: 4; Luke 3: 2-8. Peter's first sermon 
after Christ: Acts 2: 38; Acts 22: 16. Laying on of hands: 
Acts 8:14-17; 19:5-7; 1 Timothy 4:11-14; 2 Timothy 1.:6. 
The Scriptures speak of a resurrection past: Matthew 27: 50-
53. Two resurrections yet to come: John 5: 28, 29; Acts 24: 
15; 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18; Hebrews 11: 35; Luke 14: 13, 14. 
More than twelve apostles: The first, Matthew 10: 1-5. Oth
ers, such as Matthias: Acts 1: 22-26; Barnabas and Saul: 
Acts 13: 1-4; 14: 14. James, the Lord's brother: Galatians 1 : 
18, 19. Jesus said he would send apostles and prophets: Mat
thew 23: 34; Luke 11: 49. And we must contend for the faith, 
not against it: Jude 1:3; 2 John 1: 8-11. Anyone preaching 
another gospel wHl be accursed: Galatians 1: 8, 9. By that 
gospel we are saved: 1 Coriuthians 15: 1, 2. If faithful to the 
end: Revelation 2: 10; Matthew 24: 13. God does not change: 
Malachi 3: 6. Jesus is just the same to-day: Hebrews 13: 8. 
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There can be no other way! _ Besides explaining those gospel 
principles. I tried to clear up the mist and make clear to the 
people the angelic message. 

When time was called, I knew Sims could bring nothing 
more than he had brought, and that all that we would get 
from him would be. slander and abuse. 

Mr. Sims being introduced, started as they did in Jesus' 
day, "Show me a sign," etc. "Jesus said, 'These signs shall 

- -
follow them that believe: and I want one. I'll give ten dollars 

. to see a sign! Show something. Do something, you hypo
crite!" said he, looking straight at me. 

I knew that it was not my place to speak on his time, but, 
talking directly to me, I concluded to make reply unless the 
chairman shOUld object. I arose and said, "Ladies and gen
tlemen: this, a minister of Jesus Christ [quoting his saying: 
"These signs shall follow them that believe,"] a~ks me to 
prove that Christ told the truth by performing some miracle. 
He is a stranger to Christ and the gospel! Christ said, He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; and these signs 
shall follo'W them that believe. Mr. Sims does not believe, and 
has not been baptized, and hence these signs do not follow 
him; that is the reason he)s classed with the hypocrites in 
Jesus' day who were asking Jesus to do the same thing Sims 
is asking me to do to-day I" 

"Oh, you hypocrite," said he; "you blasphemer. I'll give 
five dollars for a serpent, to see him take it up!" 

. Again he said, "1 wish I had poison here; I'd make him 
drink it. Show me a miracle, you hypocrite. Stop my tongue, 
you damnable hypocrite." 

Right here 1 said, "Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen: 
It is evident to all that the man has no argument against the 
true gospel that has been restored to us by an angel from 
heaven (Revelation 14: 6), and that is why he has to resort 
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to the same tricks that Satan did in our Savior's time. Now, 
it is contrary to the order of heaven to show signs to make 
men believe. Jesus said they 'shall follow them that believe.' 
They never were intended to go ahead to make believers. 

"And I stand before you as a living witness, and testify 
that I have obeyed that gospel, and I know the signs follow, 
and in the name of my Mastel' whom I serve, I promise all 
who will obey that gospel with a true and honest heart that 
they will know it, too! I see scores here whose hearts beat 
with mine and whose faces glow with that heavenly influence, 
and who know that the blessings are for us now as well as in 
olden times. But as Mr. Sims is so determined to have a sign 
to make him believe, I wHl step outside of the order for a 
few minutes to show him a sign; but it must be performed 
upon him, so he will be sure it is done. Just cut your right 
arm off above the elbow and see if I can't put it on again." 
Cheers. 

In a rage Sims said: "Oh, you hypocrite! You blas
phemer! You child of the Devil! Raise the dead, you devil." 

Right then then~ was a bustling on the rostrum back of 
us. I cast my eye around, and saw two or three young men 
with their coats off. One said, "Let him do it. If he strikes 
him once, he'll never do it again!" but I had no thought of 
his striking me. Concluding, Sims said, "Show some miracle, 
you damnable blasphemer. Cast the Devil out of me!" 

That instant I was on my feet, and with a loud, clear 
voice said: "Ladies and gentlemen, if I would cast the Devil 
out of Sims, there would be nothing but his boots and breeches 
left!" (Three loud cheers.) 

After that a few words passed in which he called me a 
liar and hypocrite, put on his duster and hat, and started. 

Said I, "Hold on, Mr. Sims. Don't go away mad. Let us 
shake hands over it and part good friends," but he kept on go-
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ing, calling me liar, etc. Loudly I said as he went, "The wicked 
flee when no man pursueth." (Proverbs 28: 1.) Three more 
loud cheers, and the squabble was over. 

Four months after that, while in that country, I learned 
from reliable sources that all but twelve of the three hundred 
members that Sims had at that time in that part of the coun
try had left him. Several became Latter Day Saints. Their 
large church building, which at that time was just (or about) 
completed, was sold to the township for a town hall. 

Following is an editorial in the Su,ints' Herald, made up 
from statements by Brother Hugh Havey: 

Brother H. Havey, writing from Brown City, Michigan, wishes us 
t.o say that a Reverend Sims, of the Evangelist Order, and Elder J. J. 
Cornish have had a discussion, in which this reverend undertook to prove 
that the Church of Christ of Latter Day Saints is of the Devil, because 
the primitive Christian. Church, he claimed, had but twelve apostles in 
all, and there had not been and could not be any more. Brother Havey 
says the Reverend Sims "made a bad failure," and that "he ·swore sev
eral times at Brother Cornish" and "offered ten dollarfl for a sign!' Also 
that he got so wrathy he would not shake hands with Brother Cornish. 
He further says Elder Cornish handled his subjects skillfully, gained a 
great victory for truth, and made many fl'iends to the church. He thinks 
there were one thousand persons in attendance, and that most all of 
them finally held that Elder COl'nish was the victor.--Saints' Hemld. 
vol. 32, p. 575. ~ 

Brother Havey says he thinks there were a thousand peo
ple present. Others estimated over two thousand. I thought 
about eighteen hundred to two thousand present. There were, 
however, two hundred and twenty-seven teams counted; sev
eral came horseback and many a foot. 

(To be continued.) 
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(The following letter written by Charles Lanman, and published in 
Appleton's Literary Miscellany, D. Appleton and Company, New York 
and Philadelphia, 1847, will be read with interest.) 

ROCK ISLAND. July, 1846. 
On my way up the Mississippi, I tal'l'ied a few hours at 

the far-famed city of Nauvoo: and when I resumed my course, 
I felt like one just awakened from an incomprehensible dream. 
Surely, surely Fanaticism is a most foul fiend, and we ought 
to rejoice with exceeding joy that He who ruleth the armies of 
heaven is yet the protector of earth and its inhabitants, and 
will not leave aH mankind alone to the mercy of their idols. 

The Mormon City occupies an elevated position, and, as 
approached from the south, appears capable of containing a 
hundred thousand souls. But its gloomy streets bring' a most 
melancholy disappointment. Where lately resided no less 
than twenty-nve thousand people, there .are not to be seen 
more than about five hundred; ~nd these, in mind, body, and 
purse, seem to be perfec-tly wretched. In a walk of about ten 
minutes, I counted several hundred chimneys, which were all 
at least that number of families had left behind them as 
memorials of their folly and the wickedness of their persecu
tors. When this city was in its glory, every dwelling was 
surroUllded with ag-arden, so that the corporation limits were 
uncommonly extensive; but now aU the fences are in ruin and 
the lately crowded streets actuany rank with vegetation. Of 
the houses left standing, not more than one out of every ten 
is occupied, excepting by the spider and the toad. Hardly a 
window retained a whole pane of glass, and the doors were 

. broken, and open, and hingeless. Not a single laughing voice 
did I hear in the whole place, and the lines of suffering and 
care seemed to be imprinted on the faces of the very children 

who met me in the way. I saw not a single one of those nUl11-
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erous domestic animals which add so much to the comforts of 
human life; and I heard not a single song even from the robin 
and the wren, which are always so sure to build their nests 
about the habitations of man. Aye, the very sunshine and the 
pleasant passing breeze seemed both to speak of sin, sorrow. 
and utter desolation. 

Yet, ~n the center of this scene of ruins stands the Temple • 
of Nauvoo, which is unquestionably one of the finest buildings 
in this country. It is built of limestone, quarried within the 
limits of th'e cit~, in the bed of a dry stream; and the architect, 
named .Weeks, and every individual who labored upon the 
building were Mormons. It is one hundred and twenty-eight 
feet in length, eighty feet wide, and from the ground to the 
extreme summit it measures two hundred and ninety-two feet. 
It is principally after the Roman style of architecture, some
what intermixed with Grecian and Egyptian~ It has a por
tico, with three Roman archways. It is surrounded with 
polasters; at the ,base of each is carved a new moon, inverted, 
while the capital of each is formed of an uncouth head, sup
ported by two hands holding a trumpet. Directly under, the 
tower in front is this inscription, in golden letters: "The 
House of the Lord. Built by the Chur{ili of Jesus Christ. of 
Latter Day Saints. Commenced April 6th, 1841. Holiness to 
the Lord." In the basement room, which is paved with brick 
and converges to the center, is a baptismal font supported by 
twelve oxen, large as· life, the whole executed in solid stone. 
Two stairways lead into it from opposite directions, while on 
either side are two rooms for the recording clerks, and, all 
around, no less than twelve preparation rooms besides. On 
the first floor are three pulpits and a place for the choir, and 
on either side eight Roman windows. Over the prophet's pul
pit, or throne, is this inscription: "The Lord has beh.eld OU1' 

sacrifice: come after ~." Between the first and second floors 
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are two long rooms, appropriated to the patriarchs, which are 
lighted with eight circular windows each. The room of the 
second fioor, in every particular, is precisely like that of the 
first. AI'olmd the hall of a spacious attic are twelve .small 
rooms, with circular windows and a massive lock on each door. 
At the two front corners of the edifice are two winding stair
ways, which meet at the base of the tower and lead to the 
summit-while the roof of the main building is arranged for 
a place of promenade; and the waIfs of the noble edifice vary 
from four to six feet in thickness . 

.Estimating the manual labor at the usual prices of the 
day, it is said that the cost of this temple was about $800,000. 
The owners now offer to sell it for $200,000, but it will be a 
long time, I fancy, before a pUl'chaser is found. 

The Mormon who took me over the temple and gave me 
the above information. was nearly broken hearted. Like the 
majority of his brethren remaining in the city, he was with
out money and without friends, and yet, it was to be his des~ 
tiny in a few days to push his way into the wilderness, with a 
large family depending. upon him for support. It was in a 
most melancholy tone; indeed, that he spoke to me the follow
ing words; "Mine, sir, is a hard, hard lot. What if my reli
gion is a false one, if I am sincere, is it not cruel in the ex
treme for those who call themselves the only true church to 
oppress me and my people as they have done? My property 
has been stolen from me and my dwelling been consumed; and 
now, . while my family is dependent upon a more fortunate 
brother for support, my little children cannot go into the 
streets vvithout being pelted with stones, and my daughters 
cannot go to the well after a pail of water without being in
sulted by the young and noble among our persecutors. I do 
not deserve this treatment. I am not a scoundrel or a for
eigner; far, far from the truth is this supposition. My grand-
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father, sir, was killed at the battle of Yorktown, as an officer 
of the glorious Revolution; my own father, too, was also an 
AU1erican army officer during the last war; an~ all my kin
dred have ever been faithful to the upright laws of the Gov
ernment. Knowing, therefore, these things to be true, and 
knowing, too, that I am an honest man, it is very hard to be 
treated by my fellow countrymen as a 'vagabond.' Oh, I love 
this sacred temple dearly, and it makes me weep to think that 
I must so soon leave it to the tender mercies of the Christian· 
world." 

Thus far had this poor man proceeded when his utterance 
was actually choked with tears-and I was glad of it, for my 
own heart was affected by' his piteous tale. I gave him a 
dollar for his trouble, when he was . called to attend a new ar
rival of visitors and r was left alone in the belfry of the 
temple. 

Then it was that.I had an opportunity to muse upon the 
superb panorama which met my gaze upon every side. I was 
in a truly splendid temple-that temple in the center of a 
desolate city~and that city in the center of an apparently 
boundless wilderness. To the east lay in perfect beauty the 
grand prah'ie of Illinois, reaching to the waters of Michigan; 
to the north and south faded away the winding Mississippi; 
and on the west, far as the eye could reach, was spread out a 
perfect sea of forest iand, entering which, I could just distin
guish a caravan of exiled Mormons on their line of march to 
Oregon and California. As before remarked, when I went 
fOl~h from out the massy porches of the Mormon temple, to 
journey deeper into the wilderness, I felt like one awakened 
from a dream. 
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INSTRUCTION TO THOSE COLLECTING 
HISTORICAL DATA 

The work of the historian, general and local, is to gather 
. and preserve a careful record of the progress and develop
ment of the Church of Jesus Christ among men. A catalogue 
of officers or separate events sheds little light upon actual ex
periences of the Saints in your branch, district, stake, or mis
sion, and would be of small assistance to the general hi'storian 
in compiling the history of the introduction or development of 
the church in your locality. 

We would much prefer a paragraph setting forth the ex
periences of the church in a narrative form, to the listing· of 
events disconnectedly. It is of much more value to know the 
attitude of the Saints leading to an event or action than to 
simply know that Brother Smith or Jones was chosen to an 
office, or that ten persons were baptized at a given time. We 
wish those reporting local history would write in detail the 
experiences of the Saints in their neighborhood, giving the 
names and dates of all actions or happenings, together with 
the cause if known and result if observed. Tell in a story 
form what the branch O! conference meetings did, how special 
services came to be held, and with what result, who labored or 
visited with you, and what was the consequence of such ef
fort. Give details of healings, visions, .miracles, prophecies, 
or other special manifestations of the power of God.. Tell of 
location and building of churches, of calling and ordination of 
men to the priesthood, of attacks made on the work, and any 
and all church activities, being always careful to report time, 
place, and persons concerned in any experience, uniting the 
whole by paragraphs in the form of a letter ~r minutes-a 
sort of story and description of the occurrences. Use regular 
letter size paper 8% by 11 inches so it can be filed. Always 
use a good grade of paper. 
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All local reports should be sent to the district, stake, or 
mission historian, who should compile a connected history or 
record of the district, or mission, and keep a copy of this rec
ord and forward a copy to the general historian, together with 
the report to him of any data or special event not included 
fully in his report. We desire to keep the history of every 
branch as a separate connected and consecutive story from 
the organization to the present time, also of all districts and 
missions. 

Promptness in this work as in all others is of vital im
portance. Local reports should be made at such time as dis
trict, stake, or mission historians may ask for them so that 
reports to the general historian can be completed on time. We 
ask on behalf of the church that evel'yone appointed as local 
historian or asked by the local historian to furnish data attend 
to this work with an eye single to the glory of God. 

Your servant for Christ's sake, 

WALTER W. SMITH, 

General Church Historian. 

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, April 1, 1923. 
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THE COLESVILLE SCHOOL 

(The following is from "Notes on pioneer schools of Kansas City," 
in the December number of The Missouri Valley Historical Society Pub-
lication.) , 

It is a matter of much satisfaction ~at the date, location, 
and name of the first school established within the present 
limits of Kansas City are matters of historical record. 

This school was founded by the Mormon Prophet, Joseph 
Smith, in 1832, in what is now Troost Park by the big spring, 
whose waters to-day form the Troost Park Lake, a site twelve 
and a half miles west of Independence. Parley P. Pratt2 was 
placed in charge of the school that was named the "Colesville 
School" after the parent Mormon Church at Coles\-;lle, New 
York. The late William Mulkey attended the .school, but in 
his reminiscences, he confuses the Colesville School, and its 
site with a school that started a few yea~~ later near the Cave 
Spring, and of which he was also a pupil, andof which further. 
mention will be made. 

Note 2. These early schools were of three months' dura
tion. The same year Bishop Edward Partridge of Independ
ence opened a school in Independence, of which Parley P. Pratt 
was also the teacher. In 1833, [ZibaJ Peterson, another Mor
mon preacher, started a school near the present site of Lone 
Jack. This latter is on the evidence of Martin Rice, one of the 
county's most noted pioneers, and who succeeded Peterson as 
the teacher. 
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JACKSON COUNTY LANDS SETTLED BY LATTER DAY SAINTS IN 

1831-33 

(The Missouri Valley Historical Society Publication f6r December, 
1922, contains an'interesting article entitled "Mormon land titles~ A 
story of Jackson County real estate," by Rollin J. Britton, of Kansas 
City, Missouri. With Mr. Britton's permission we reproduce here a por
tion of the article containing some very valuable data on the location of 
church settlements in Jackson County in the early days.) 

From the pla.ce of its birth, the church shortly removed 
to Kirtland, Ohio, where it grew somewhat and where it vi
sioned its future in wondrous, manner. The great undeveloped 
West was beckoning to it. The West, where its task of con
verting the Lamanites (as the readers of the Book of Mormon 
learned to designate the Indians) lay, and where the church 
could grow up a thing apart and through contact with the soil 
by the acquisition of lands, gain an anchorage fl'om which .the 
whole world must see the Jight. It was a glorious and. mighty 
dream, and in the year' 1831 the church at Kirtland raised by 
contributions the sum of $3,000, which found its way into the 
hands of Elder Oliver Cowdery, who transferred this fund of 
the church to the new made bishop for the purchase of western 
lands; for in May, 1831, a revelation had come to the bishop 
at Kirtland, instructing him regarding consecration, inheri
tance of the Saints, and other matters. Early in July further 
instructions of the same nature were given to him concerning 
Zion. Independence, Missoqri, was pointed out as the place 
for the building of the city, and even the Temple Lot was 
indicated. Instruction was also given, for the bishop and 
others to be planted in Zion. So in July, 1831, in obedience to 
these revelations, Bishop Edward Partridge, in company with 
Joseph Smith, the Seer, and others, journeyed to Missouri in 
search of Zion. Toward the last of the month that little band 
'that was to make history to be read round the world 'arrived 
on the Missouri frontier. Jackson County had been organized 
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in 1826. Independence, the seat of justice, had been platted 
in 1827, and the town probably numbered three hundred in
habitants in 1831. To the west lay the almost unknown re
gions of the Lamanites. From Independence issued that mys
terious trail that wound its way across plains and rivers to the 
great Southwest and .santa Fe and to the mountain fastnesses 
beyond, adown which trail Kit Carson had already wandered 
to live forever in the stories of beaver streams, of Indian an
venture, and of the conquest of California. 

Here in this border land where pioneers lived a somber 
life apart from the haunts of men, yet where men lived more 
with God than do men who continually touch elbows with men, 
Joseph Smith, .sidney Rigdon, Edward Partridge, Oliver Cow
dery, Martin Harris, and others visioned the City of Zion. 

On August 3, 1831, these men boldly walked out on a part 
of the Southeast Quarter (~) of Section Three (3) Township 
Forty-nine (49) Range Thirty-two (32), and at a point desig
nated by Joseph Smith, the .seer, they dedicated the Temple 
Lot and gave to God a tract of lahd that neither they nor the 
church owned, but which belonged to Jones H. Flournoy; but 
Bishop Partridge then proceeded 'to acquire title to the land 
on which the church still, after the lapse of ninety-one years, 
expects to see arise the great Temple of Zion; and on Decem
ber 19, 1831, Jones H. Flournoy and Clara, his wife, conveyed 
63.43 acres of land, inclusive of the Temple Lot, to Edward 

Partridge, for a consideration of $130, which deed is of record 
in Book B atpage 1 of the records of Jackson County. 

In the meantime, Bishop Partridge had been busy acquir
ing lands by entry from the United States, by purchase from 
the State of Missouri, and by purchase from individuals. An 
analysis of the lands he thus acquired for the church reflects 
credit on the bishop, for commencing on July 26, 1831, in a 
remarkably short time, he acquired all of the following tracts 
of land in Jackson County, Missouri: 
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IN TOWNSHIP 49, RANGE 32 

Acres 
Lots 75 and 76 in Independence______________________________________ .60 
3 tracts in S. 112 of Sec. 3 ___________ c____________________________________ 125.25 

1 tract in N. 112 of N. E. 14 of Sec. 5______________________________ 61.28 
S. w. 14 of Sec. 18._____________________________________________________________ 155.20 
w. 112 of S. W. 14 of Sec. 19______________________________________________ 77.30 

IN TOWNSHIP 49, RANGE 33 

N. 112 of Sec. 13 __________________________________________________________________ 288.25 

E. 112 of N. W. 14 and N. 60.66 acres of W. 112 of N. E. 
14 and 60 acres in S. E. 14 of Sec. 16______________________ 200.66 

E. 112 of N. W. 14 of Sec. 2L__________________________________________ 80.00 
S. E. 14 and W. 112 of N. E. 14 of Sec. 2L ______________________ 240.00 
N. end of W. Y2 of S. W. 14 of Sec. 29____________________________ 60.00 
S. W. 14 of Sec. 30____________________________________________________________ 111.30 

N. W. 14 and E.1I2 of N. E. 14 of Sec. 3L ______________________ 185.23 

E. 112 of the N. W. 14 and W. 112 of N. E. 14 of Sec. 32__ 160.00 

N. W. 14 of Sec. 33-----------------------------------:------c---------________ 160.00 
E. V2 of N. E. 14 of Sec. 34______________________________________________ 80.00 

1,985.07 

More than half of the lands thus acquired by the bishop 
are to-day within the confines of Kansas 'City. 

Two. of the above tracts, the E. 112 of the N. W. 14 and 
the W. 112 of the N. E. 14 of Section 16, Township 49, Range 
33, lie on either side of The Paseo between Twenty-seventh 
and Thirty-first Streets, and contain the deep-set Troost Lake, 
one of the beauty spots of Missouri. 

Another tract, the E. 112 of the N. W. 14 of Section 21, 
Township 49, Range 33, lies east of the Paseo, between Thirty
fifth and Thirty-ninth Streets. Martha: Slavens Memorial 
Church is on this tract. 
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The 60 acres in the W. Y2 of the S. W. ~ of Section 29, 
Township 49, Range 33, now includes Country Club Plaza, 
Elmdale, and Bismark Place. 

The S. W. 14 of Section 30, Township 49, Range 33, is now 
Westwood Park, Vogel Park, and Waverly Place. 

The N. W. 14 of Section 31, Township 49,. Range 33, is 
now where Ward Parkway winds through beautiful Sunset 

Hill, and the E. Y2 of the N. E. ~ of said Section 31, is now 
a part of Country Club Golf Links. 

The E. % of the N. W. ~ of Section 32, Township 49, 

Range 33, has become Rockhill Park and Rockhill Place. 
Brookside Boulevard winds through this tract and Brookside 
Hotel is situated thereon, while the W. Y2 of the N. E. 14 of 
Section 32, Township 49, Range 33, has become Crestwood 
and Southwood Park. 

On August 4, 1831, the day after the dedication of the 
Temple Lot, quite a number of Latter Day Saints arrived in 
Independence from Ohio, and the first General Conference in 
their new "Land of Zion" was held, Shortly a church store was 
established, with Bishop Partridge in charge. He had been a 
merchant before he became a bishop. In April, 1832, a print
ing press was set up with religious ceremonies, and the forth
coming of a paper to be known as The Evening and the Morn
ing Star was announced. 

The first issue of that paper followed in June. The Mor
mons were not looked upon with favor by the older settlers, 
some of whom owned slaves, and these latter were very much 
startled by an article in an issue of the aforesaid paper on· 
"Free people of color." A pamphlet shortly appeared entitled 
"Beware of false prophets," and trouble was on. We are not 
concerned, however, about these troubles, our whole interest 
being in these churchlands in Jackson County. 
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HISTORY OF STEWARDSHIPS AND' CONSECRATION 
AS-PRACTICED BY THE LATTER DAY SAINTS 

BY WALTER W. SMITH 

One of the distinctive and cardinal beliefs of the Latter 
Day, Saints is set forth in the doctrine of consecration and 
stewardship, which provides that the temporal affairs of men 
should be so conducted that "all might be equal"-,-"every 
man seeking the interest of his neighbor." The little group 
that constituted the infant church at Palmyra, New· York, 
made no definite move toward the application of this doctrine, 
but before the church was one year old it removed to Kirtland, 
Ohio, where the first attempt was made to apply the principle 
upon an extensive scale. 

On February 9, 1831, at Kirtland, Ohio, the law of conse
cration and stewardship was definitely set forth in what is 
now section 42 in the Doctrine and Covenants, as follows; 

If thou lovest me, thou shalt serve me and keep all my command
ments. And, behold, thou wilt remember the poor, and consecrate of thy 
properties for their support, that which thou hast to impart unto them; 
with a covenant and a deed which cannot ,be broken; and inasmuch as ye 
impart of your substance unto the poor, ye will do it unto me, and they 
shall be loaiG. before the bishop of my church and his counselors, two of 
the elders, or high priests, such as he shall or has appointed and set 
apart for that purpose. 

And it shall come to pass that after they are laid before the bishop 
of my church, and after that he has received these testimonies concerning 
the consecration of the properties of my church, that they cannot be 
taken from t.he church, agreeable to my commandments; every man 
shall be made accountable unto me, a steward over his own property, 01' 
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that which he has received by consecration, inasmuch as is sufficient for 
himself and family. 

And again, if there shall be properties in the hands of the church, 
or any individuals of it, more than is necessary tor their support, after 
this first consecration, which is a residue, to be consecrated unto the 
bishop, it shall be kept to administer unto those who have not, from time 
'to time, that every man who has need may be amply supplied, and 
receive according to his wants. Therefore, the residue shall be kept in 
my storehouse, to administer to the poor and the needy, as shall be 
appointed by the high council of the church, and the bishop 'and his 
council, and for the purpose of purchasing lands for the public benefit 
of the church, and building houses of worship, and building up of the 
New Jerusalem which is hereafter to be revealed, that my covenant 
people may be gathered, in one, in that day when I shall come to my 
temple. And this I do for the salvation of my people. 

And it shall come to pass that he that sinneth and repenteth not, 
shall be cast out of the church, and shall not receive again that which he 
has consecrated' unto the poor and the needy of my church, or, in other 
words, unto me; for inasmuch as ye do it unto the least of these, ye do it 
unto me: for it shall come to pass that which I spake by the mouths of 
my prophets shall be fulfl,lled; for I will consecrate of the riches of those 
who embrace my gospel among the Gentiles, unto the poor of my people 
who are of the house of Israel. 

And again, thou shalt not be proud in thy heart; let all thy gar
ments be plain, and their beauty the beauty of the work of thine own 
hands, and let all things be done in cleanliness before me. Thou shalt 
not be idle; for he that is idle shall not eat the bread nor wear the 
garments of the laborer. ' ..• 

Thou shalt stand in the p1ace of, thy stewardship: thou shalt not 
take thy brother's garment; thou shalt pay for that which thou shalt 
receive of thy brother: and if thou obtainest more than that which would 
be for thy support, thou shalt give it unto my storehouse, that all things 
may be done according to that which I have said. 

The priests and teachers shall have their stewardships, even as the 
members, and the elders, 01' high priests who are appointed to assist the 
bishop as counselors, in all things are to have their families supported 
out of the property which is consecrated to the bishop, for the good of 
the poor, and for other purposes, as before mentioned, or they are to 
receive a just remuneration for all their services; either a stewardship,
or otherwise, as may be thought best, or decided by the counselors and 
bishop. And the bishop also, shall receive his support, or a just remu
neration for all his services, in the church. 

No application of this instruction was made until after 
the middle of March when the Saints from New York began 
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to arnve in Kirtland and preparation was being made for 
their reception, then further instruction was given as follows 
in Doctrine and Covenants, section 48: 

It is necessary that ye should remain, for the present time, in your 
places of abode, as it shall be suitable to. your circumstances; and inas
much as ye have lands, ye shall impart to the eastern brethren; and 
inasmuch as ye have not lands, let thcm buy for the present time in those 
regions round about as seemeth them good, for it must ne~ds be necessary 
that they have places to live for the present time. 

It must needs be necessary, that ye save all the money that 
ye can, and that ye obtain all that ye can in righteousness, that in time 
ye may be enabled to purchase lands for an inheritance, even tIle city. 
The place is not yet to be revealed, but after your brethren come from 
the east, there are to be certain men a)Jpointed, and to them it shall 
be given to know the place, or to them it shall be revealed; and they shall 
11e appointed to purchase the lands, and to mali:e a commencement, to lay 
the foundation of the city; and then ye shall begin to be gathered with 
your families, every man according to his family, according to his cir
cumstances, and as is appointed to him by the prel'ideney and the bishop 
of the chux'ch, according to the laws and commandments, which yehave 
received, and which ye shall hereafter receive. Even so. Amen. 

This Was followed by still further and more definite di
rection when Bishop Edward Partridge undertook the settle
ment of the eastel'l1 Saints who had gathered. Doctrine and 
Covenants, section 51: 

Hearken unto me, saith the Lord your God, and I will speak unto 
my servant Edward Partridge, and give unto him directions; for it must 
needs be that he receive directions how to organize this people, for it 
must needs be that they are organized accOl'ding to my laws, if otherwise, 
they will be. cut off; wherefore let my servant Edward Partridge, and 
those whom he has chosen, in whom I am \vell pleased, appoint unto this 
people their portion, every man equal according to their f'amilies, accord
ing to their ciTcum!'tances, and their want,; and needs; and let iny servant 
Edward Partridge, when he shall appoint a man his portion, give unto 
him a writing that shall secure unto him his portion, that he shall hold 
it, even this right and this inheritance in the church, until he trans
gresses and is not accounted worthy by the voice of the church, according 
to the laws and covenants of the chul'ch, to belong to the church; and if 
he shall transgress, and is not accounted worthy to belong in the church, 
118 shall not have power to claim that 'portion which he has consecrated 
unto the bishop for the poor and the needy of my church; therefore he 
shall llOt retain the gift, but shall only have claim on that portion that is 

• 

" 
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deeded unto him. And thus all things shall be made sure according to 
the laws of the land. 

And let that which belongs to this people be appointed unto this 
people: 'and the money which is left unto this people, let there be an 
agent appointed unto this people to take the money, to provide food and 
raiment, according to the wants of this people. And let every man deal 
honestly, and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may", 
be one, even as I have commanded you. ' 

And let that which belongeth to this people not be taken and given 
unto that of another church: wherefore, if another .church would receive 
money of this church, let them pay unto this church again, according as \ 
they 'shall agree: and this shall be done through the bishop or the agent, " 
which shall be appointed by the voice of the church. 

And again, let the bishop appoint a storehouse unto this church, and 
let all'things, both in money and in meat, which is more than is needful 
for tlie want of this people, be kept in the hands of the bishop. And let 
him also reserve unto himself, for his own wants, and for the wants of 
his family, as he shall be employed in doing this business. And thus I 
grant unto this people a privilege of organizing themselves according to 
my laws; and I consecrate unto them this land for a little season, until 
I, the Lord, shall provide for them otherwise, and command them to go 
hence; and the hour and the day is not given unto them; wherefore let 
them act upon this land as for years, and this shall turn 'unto them for 
their good. 

Behold, this shall be an example unto my ~ervant Edward Par
tridge, in other places, in all churches. And whoso is found a faithful, a 
just, and a wise steward, shall enter into the joy of his Lord, and shall 
inherit eternal life. Verily, I say unto you, I am Jesus Christ, who 
cometh quickly. in an hour you think not. Even so. Amen. 

This instruction was to be an example to the bishop in 
regulating the temporal affairs throughout the whole church. 
It will be observed here that provision is made for the giving 
of inheritances which were to be secured to each family by a 
deed according to the laws of the land. 

The Colesville, New York, Branch of the church moved 
lJ.p to Kirtland in a body and were .settled by Bishop Partridge 
at Thompson, near Kirtland, and organized according to the 
instruction as stewards under the law of consecration. Some 
of the brethren who were living at Thompson (among them, 
Lemon Copley and Ezra Thayre) entered· into stewardship 
covenant with these Colesville Saints, but shortly afterwards 

• 
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broke their covenant and withdrew from the organization af-. 
fected1 endangering the stability of the group, and Newel 
Knight, the president of the Colesville Branch, came to Kirt
land to inquire what should be done, when the following in
struction was given (Doctrine and Covenants 54) : 

Revelation to Newel Knight, given June, 18.'J1. Behold, thus saith 
the Lord. even Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, even he who 
was crucified for the sins of the world. Behold, verily, verily I say unto 
you, my Sel'vant Newel Knight, You shall stand fast in the office where
with I have appointed you; and if your brethren desire to escape their 
enemies let them repent of all their sins, and become truly humble before 
me and contrite; and as the covenant which they made unto me, has been 
broken, even so it has become void and of none effect; and woe to. him 
by whom this offense cometh, for it had been better for him that he had 
been drowned in the depth of the sea; but blessed are they who have 
kept the covenant, and observed the commandment, for they shall obtain 
mercy. 

",Therefore, go to now and flee the land, lest your enemies come 
come upon you; and take your journey, and appoint whom you will to be 
your leader, and to pay moneys for you. And thus you shall take your 
journey into the regions westward,unto the land of MissQuri, unto the 
borders of the Lamanites. And after you have done journeying, behold, 
I say unto you, Seek ye a living like unto men, until I prepare a place 
for yon. 

And again, be patient in tribuation until I come; and, behOld, I 
Come quickly, and my rewal·d is with me, and they who have sought me. 
early, shall find rest to their souls. Even SQ. Amen. 

INDEPENDENCE 

The Saints at Thompson made all haste to remove and 
locate in Missouri where a place of gathering had been ap
pointed, and further instruction was given which indicates 
the disposition to be made in case of stewardship covenant 
breaking. Doctrine and Covenants 56: 2, 3, 5. 

Revi!lation given June; 1831. Behold, I the Lord commandeth, and 
he that will not obey shall be cut off in mine own due time; and after that 
I have commanded and the commandment is broken, wherefore I the Lord 
command and revoke, as it seemeth me good; and all this to be answered 
upon the heads of the rebellious saith the Lord; wherefore I revoke the 
commandment which was given unto my servants Thomas B. Marsh and 
Ezra Thayre, and give a new commandment unto my servant Thomas, 
that he shall take up his journey speedily to the land· of Missouri; and my 
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servant Selah J. Griffin shall also go with him: for, behold, I revoke the 
commandment which was given unto my servants Selah J. Griffin and 
Newel Knight, in consequence of the stiff-neckedness of my people which 
are in Thompson; and their rebellions; wherefore let my servant Newel 
"Knight remain with them, and as many as will go, may go, that are 
contrite before me, and be led by him to the land which I have appointed. 

And again, veiily I say unto you, that my servant Ezra Thayre 
must repent of his pride, and of his selfishness, and obey the former 
commandment which I have given him concerning the place upon which 
he lives; and if he" will do this, a.s",. there shall be no divisions made 
upon the land, he shall be appointed still to go to the land of Missouri; 
otherwise he shall receive the money which he has paid, and shall leave 
the place, and shall be cut off out of my church, saith the Lord God of 
hosts; and though the heaven and the earth pass away, these words shall 
not pass away, but shall be fulfilled. 

Woe unto you rich men, that will not give your substance to the 
poor, for 'your riches will canker your souls; and this shall be your 
lamentation in the day of visitation, and of judgment, and of indignation: 
The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and my soul is not saved! 
Woe unto you poor men, whose hearts are not broken, whose spirits are 
not contrite, and whose bellies are not satisfied, and whose hands are not 
stayed from laying hold upon other men's goods, whose eyes are full of 
greediness, who will not labor with their own hands! 

Lemon Copley" who resided at Thompson, owned a con
siderable tract of land which he covenanted to consecrate for 
the location of the Saints from Colesville, New York, and 
Ezra Thayre was living at Thompson upon a farm which he 
covenanted to consecrate along with Copley, and to divide for 
certain compensation as homes for the Saints from Colesville. 
Both men broke their covenants and withdrew from the or
ganization effected by Bishop Partridge in locating the Coles
ville Branch. Thayre subsequently repented his action and 
entered the organization at Kirtland. Copley was expelled 
from the church, but returned by baptism after the dedication 
of the Kirtland Temple. 

At the June conference held at Kirtland, Ohio, the elders 
of the church were directed to assemble in Jackson County, 
Missouri, where the place for the city of Zion would be pointed 
out. According to the instructions all who could journeyed to 
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Missouri, and began to arrive in Jackson County the latter 
part of July when instructions were received regarding the 
gathering, etc. (Doctrine and Covenants 57.) 

Revelation given in Zion, July, 1881. Hearken, 0 ye elders of my 
church saith the Lord yOul' God, who have assembled yourselves togethel', 
according to my commandments, in this land whicl', is the land of Mis
souri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the 
gathering of the saints: Wherefore this is the land of promise, and the 
place for the city of Zion. And thus saith the Lord your God, If you will 
receive wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called 
Independence, is the center place, and the spot for the temple is lying 
westward upon a lot whieh is not far from the courthouse; whereforEl it 
is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the saints; and also every 
tract lying westward, even unto the line running directly between Jew 
and Gentile. And 'also every tract bordering by the prairies, inasmuch 
as my disciples are enabled to buy lands. Behold, this is wisdom, that <' 

they may obtain it for an everlasting inheritance. 
And let my servant Sidney Gilbert, stand in the office which I have 

appointed him, to receive moneys, to be an agent unto the church, to buy 
land in all the regions round about, inasmuch as can be in righteousness, 
and as wisdom shall direct. 

And let my servant Edward Partridge, stand in the office which 
I have appointed him, to divide the saints their inheritance, even as I 
have commanded; and also· those whom he has appointed to assist him. 

And again, vel'ily I say unto you, Let my servant Sidney Gilbert 
plant himself in this plaee, and establish a store, that he may seUgoods 
without fraud, that he may obtain money to buy lands for the good of 
the saints, and that he may obtain whatsoever things the disciples may' 
need to plant them in their inheritance. And also let my servant Sidney 
Gilbert obtain a license (behold, here is wisdom, and whoso readeth let 
him understand), that he may send goods also unto the people, even by 
whom he will as clerks, employed in his service, and thus provide for my 
saints, that my gospel may be preached unto those who sit in darkness 
and in the region and shadow of death. 

And again, verily I say unto you, Let my servant William iN. 
Phelps be planted in this plac.e, and be established 'as a printer unto 
the church; and 10, if the world receiveth his writings (behold, here is 
wisdom), let him obtain whatsoever he can obtain in righteousness, for 
the good of the saints. And let my servant Oliver Cowdery assist hIm, 
even as I have commanded, in whatsoever place I shall appoint unto him, 
to copy, and to correct, and seleet, that all things may be right before 
me, as it shall be proved by the Spirit through him. And thus let those 
of whom I have spoken, be planted in the land of Zion, as speedily as 
can be, with their families, to do those things even as I have spoken. 

And now concerning the gathering, let the bishop and the agent 
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make preparations for those familieR which have been commanded to 
come to this land, as soon as possible, and plant them in their inheritance. 
And unto the residue of both elders aJ1d meri1bers, further directions 
shall be given hereafter. Even so. . Amen. 

The latter clause of this revelation directs the Bishop's 
attention to the brethren from Colesville who had recently 
left Thompson, Ohio, under the leadership of Newel Knight. 
During the last week of July, the Colesville Branch, with the 
rest of the elders, arrived in Jackson County, and further in
structions were received. (Doctrine and Covenants 58.) 

llevelation given in Zion, August, 1831. Hearken, 0 ye elders of 
my church, and give ear to my word, and learn of me what I will con
cerning you, and also concerning thi;; land unto which I have sent you; 

. for verily I say unto you, Blessed is he that keepeth my commandments, 
whether in life or in death; and he that is· faithful in tribulation, the 
reward of the same is. greater in the kingdom of heaven. 

Ye cannot behold with your natural eyes, for the present time, the 
design of your God cOJ1cerning those things which shall come hereafter, 
and the glory which shaH follow, after much tribulation. For after much 
tribulation cometh the blessings. Wherefore the day cometh that ye shall 
be crowned with much glory; the 110ur is n<?t yet, but is nigh at hand. 

Remember this which I tell you before, that you may lay it to heart, 
and receive that which shall follow. Behold, verily I say unto you, For 
this cause I have sent you that you migl1t be obedient, and that your 
hearts might be prepared to bear testimony of the things which are 
to come; and also that you might be honored of laying the foundation, 
and of bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand; 
and also that a feast of fat things might be prepared for the pOOl'; yea, 
a feast of fat things, of wine on the lees well refined, that the earth may 
know that the mouths of the prophets shall not fail; yea, a supper 
of the house of the Lord, well prepared, unto which all nations shall be 
invited. Firstly, the rich and the learned, the wise and the noble; and 
after that cometh the day of my power; then shall the poor, the lame, 
and the blind, 'and the deaf, come in unto the marriage of the Lamb, and 
partake of the supper of the L01'd, prepared for the gl'eat day to come. 
Behold, I, the Lord, have spoken it. 

And that the testimony might go forth from .zion; yea, from the 
mouth of the city of the heritage of God; yea, for this cause I have sent 
you hither, and have selected my servant Edward Partridge, and have 
appointed unto him his mission in this land; but if he repent not of his 
sins, which are unbelief and blindness of heart, let him take heed lest 
he fall. Behold, his mission is given unto him, and it shan not be given 
again.· And whoso standeth in this mission is appointed to be a judge 
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in Israel, like as it was in ancient days, to divide the lands of the heritage 
of God unto his children, and to judge his people by the testimony of 
the just, and by the assistance of his counselors, according to the laws 
of the kingdom which are given by the prophets of God; for verily I 
say unto you, My law shall pe kept on this land. 

Let no man think that he is ruler, but let God rule him that judgeth, 
according to the counsel. of his own will; or, in other words, him that 
counseleth or sitteth upon the judgment seat. Let no man break the 
laws of the .land, for he that keepeth the laws of God hath no need to 
break the laws of the land; wherefore be subject to the powers that be, 
until He reigns whose right it is to reign, and subdues all enemies under 
his feet. Behold, the laws which ye havereceiv'ed from my hand are the 
laws of the church, and in this light ye shall hold them forth. Behold, 
here is wisdom. 

And now, as I spake concerning my servant Edward Partridge, 
this land is the land of his residence, and thoSe whom he has appointed 
for his counselors, and also the land of the residence of him whom I have 
appointed to keep my storehouse; wherefore let them bring their families 
to this land, as they shall counsel between themselves and me; for, behold, 
it is not meet that I should command in all· things, for he that is com
pelled in all things, the same is a slothful and not a wise servant; 
wherefore he receiveth no reward. Verily I say, Men should be anxiously 
engaged in a good cause, and do many things of their own· free win, 
and bring to pass much righteousness; for the power is in them, wherein 
·they are agents unto themselves. And inasmuch' as men do good, they 
shall in nowise lose their reward. But he that doeth not anything until 
he is commanded, and receiveth a commandment with doubtful heart, and 
keepeth it with slothfulness, the same is damned. Who am I that made 
man, saith the Lord, that wil~ hold him guiltless that obeys not my com
mandments? Who am I, saith the Lord, that have promised and have 
not fulfilled? I command and a man obeys not, I revoke and they receive 
not the blessing; then they say in .their hearts, This is not the work of 
the Lord, for his promises are not fulfilled. But woe unto such, for 
their reward lurketh beneath, and not from above. 

And now· I give unto you further directions concerning this land. 
It is wisdom in me that my servant Martin Harris should be an example 
unto the church, in laying his moneys. before' the bishop of the church. 
And, also, this is a law unto every man that cometh unto this land, to 
receive an inheritance, and he shall do with his moneys according as the 
law dir.ects. And it is wisdom, also, that there should be lands p~rchased 
in Independence, for the place of the storehouse, and also for the house 
of the printing. . 

. And other directions, concerning my' servant Martin Harris, shall 
be given him of the Spirit, that he may receive his inheritance as seemeth 
him good. And let him repent of his sins, for he seeketh the praise of 
the world. 
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And also let my servant William W. Phelps stand in the office which 
I have appointed him, and receive his inheritance in the land. And, also, 
he hath need to repent, for I, the Lord, am not well pleased vdth him, for 
he seeketh to excel, and he is not sufficiently meek before me. Behold, 
he who has repented of his sins, the same is forgiven, and I, the Lord, 
remembereth them no more. By this ye may know if a man repenteth 
of his sins. Behold, he will confess them and forsake them. And now, 
verily I say, concerning the residue of the elders of my church, The 
time has not y~t come, for many years, for them to receive their 
inheritance in this land, except they desire it through the prayer of 
faith, only as it shall be appointed unto them of the Lord. For, behold, 
they shall push the people together from the ends of the earth; where
fore assemble yourselves together, and they 'who are not appointed to 
stay in this land, let them preach the gospel in the regions round about; 
and after that, let them return to their homes. Let them preach by the 
way, and bear testimony of the truth in all places, and call upon the 
rich, the high, and the low, and the poor, to repent; and let them build 
up churches, inasmuch as the inhabitants of the earth will repent. 

And let there be an agent appointed by the voice of the church, 
unto the church in Ohio, to receive moneys to purchase lands in Zion. 

And I give unto my servant Sidney Rigdon a commandment that 
he shall write a description of the land of Zion, and a statement of thl' 
will of God, as it shall be made known by the Spirit, unto him;·and an 
epistle and subscription, to be presented unto all the churches, to obtain 
moneys, to be put into the hands of the bishop, to purchase lands for an 
ill heritance' for the children of 'God, of himself or the agent, as seemeth 
him good, or as he shall direct. For, behold, verily I say unto you, The 
Lord willeth that the disciples, and the children of men, should open 
their heart" even to purchase this whole legion of country, as soon as 
time will permit. Behold, here is wisdom; let them do this lest they 
receive none inheritance, save it be by the shedding of blood. 

And again, inasmuch as thel:<~ is land obtained, let there be workmen 
sent forth, of all kinds, unto this land, to labor for the saints of God. 
Let all these things be done in order. And let the privileges of the lands 
be made known, from time to time, by the bishop, or the agent of the 
church; and let the work of the gathering be not in haste, nor by flight, 
but let it be done as it shall be counseled by the elders of the church at 
the conferences,' according to the knowledge which thcy received from 
time to time. 

And let my servant Sidney Rigdon consecrate and dedicate this land, 
and the spot of the temple, unto the Lord. And let a 'conference meeting 
be called, and after that let my servants Sidney Rigdon and Joseph 
Smith, jr., return, and also Oliver Cowdery 'with them, to accomplish the 
residue of the work which I have appointed unto them in their own land, 
and the residue as shall be ruled by the conferences. 

And let no man return from this land, except he bear record, by 
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the way, of that which he knows and most assuredly believes. Let that 
which has been bestowed upon Ziba Peterson be taken from him, and 
let him stand as a member in the church and labor with his own hands, 
with the brethren, until he is sufficiently chastened for all his sins, for 
he confesseth them not,· and he thinketh to hide them. 

Let the residue of the elders of this church, who are coming to this 
land, some of whom are exceedingly blessed, even above measure, also 
hold a conference upon this land. And let my servant Edward Partridge 
direct the conferenee which shall be held by them. And let them also 
return, preaching the gospel by the way, bearing record of the things 
which are revealed unto them; for, verily, the sound must go forth from 
this place into all the world; and unto the uttermost parts of the earth, 
the gospel must be preached unto every creature, with signs following 
them that believe. And, behold, the Son of Man cometh. Amen. 

The day following the reception of this instruction, the 
Colesville Branch began the foundation of Zion, with the el
ders of the church assisting. The first log was laid for a house 
in Raw Township about twelve miles west of Independence 
(in the neighbol·hood of Troost Lake in Kansas City, lVfissouri, 
between Twenty-Seventh and Thirty-First Streets on the Pa
sea), and at the same time the land of Zion was consecrated 
and dedicated for the gathering of the Saints by Elder Sid
ney Rigdon. 

August 3, .Joseph Smith, in the presence of Sidney Rig
don, Edward Partridge, Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harris, 
W. W. Phelps, and Joseph Coe, dedicated the ground for the 
building of the Temple a little west of the city of Independ
ence. The land at that time did not belong to the church.; but 
acting upon the instruction received in the revelation of Au
gust 1, money was collected from the churches (branches of 
the church) and put in the hands of Edward Partridge, the 
bishop, to purchase lands for the settlement of the Saints. 
On December 19, 1831, Edward Partridge purchased from 
Jones T. Flournoy and his wife' Clara, 63.43 acres of land 
upon which was located the lot of land dedicated for the build
ing of tb.e temple, the purchase price being one hundred and 
thirty dollars ($130). This tract of land is bounded at pl'es-
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ent by West Lexington Street on the north and west, PaCific 
Street on the south, and Union Street on the east. 

The conference provided for in the revelation was held 
August 4 in the house of Joshua Lewis at the Colesville Branch 
settlement, and many of the elders returned to Kirtland, leav
ing Bishop Edward Partridge to carry out the directions of 
the conference in building up Zion. 

Great interest was awakened among the Saints. Upon 
the arrival of the elders from Zion, inquiry was made as to 
what should be done in relation to the gathering and the pur
chase of lands. A revelation was received August 30, 1831, 
Doctrine and Covenants 63, which contains the following in
struction on the subject: 

And now, behold, this is the will of the Lord your God concerning 
his saints, that they should assemble themselves together unto the land 
of Zion, not in haste, lest there should be confusion, ,vhich bringeth 
pestilence. Behold, the land of Zion, I, the Lord, holdeth it in mine own 
hands; nevertheless, I, the Lord, rendereth unto Cresar the things which 
are Cresar's: wherefore, I, the LoI'd, "l'Jilleth, that you should purchase the 
lands, that you may have advantage of the world that you may have 
claim on the world, that they may not be stirred up unto anger; for 
Satan putteth it into their hearts to anger against you, and to the shed
ding of blood; wherefore the land of Zion shall not be obtained but by 
purchase, or by blood, otherwise there is none inheritance for you, And 
jf by purchase, behold, you are blessed; and jf by. blood, as you are 
forbidden to shed blood, 10, your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be 
scourged from city to city, and from synagogue to synagogue, and but 
few shall stand to receive an inheritance . 

. . , I willeth that my saints should be assembled upon the land 
of Zion; and that every man should take righteousness in his hands, and 
faithfulness upon his loins, and lift a warning voice unto the inhabitants 
of the earth; and declare both by word and by flight, that desolation. 
shall come upon the wicked. Wherefore let my disciples in Kirtland 
arrange their temporal concerns, which dwell upon this farm. 

Let my servant Titus Billings, who has the care thereof, dispose of 
the land, that he may be prepared in the coming spring, to take his 
journey up unto the land of Zion, with those that dwell upon the face 
thereof, excepting those whom I shall reserve unto myself, that shall 
not go until I shall command them. And let all the moneys which can 
be spared, it mattereth not unt~ me whether it be litt.le or much, be sent 

, up unto the land of Zion, unto them whom I have appointed to receive. 
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Behold, I, the Lord, will give unto my servant Joseph Smith, jr., 
power that he shall be enabled to discern by the Spirit those who shall 
go up unto the land of Zion, and those of my disciples who shall tarry. 

Let my servant Newel K. Whitney retain his store, or, in other 
words, the store yet for a little season. Nevertheless let him impart all 
the money which he can impart, to be sent up unto the land of Zion. 
Behold, these things are in his own hands, let him do according to 
wisdom.' Verily I say, Let him be ordained as an agent unto the disciples 
that shall tarry, and let him be ordained unto this power; and now 
speedily visit the churches, expounding these things unto them, with my 
servant Oliver Cowdery. Behold, this is my will, obtaining moneY$ even 
as I have directed. ' 

He that is faithful and endureth shall overcome the world. He that 
sendeth up treaSUl'es unto the land of Zion, shall receive an inheritance 
in this world, and his works shall follow him; .and also a reward in the 
world to come. 

Following the further advice to gather all the money that 
could be spared, Newel K. Whitney as agent of the bishop, with 
other elders visited the churches and gathered funds for the 
purchase of lands in Missouri. With these funds Bishop Par
tridge acquired by original entry from the Government and 
purchase from the settlers a total of 1,985.07 acres of land in 
Jackson County. Titles to this were taken by Edward Par
tridge, bishop of the church in Zion. 

Further direction regarding the building up of Zion was 
given, setting forth the basis upon which stewardships should 
be held, September 11, 1831. (Doctrine and Covenants 64: 
7, 8.) The two paragraphs are as follows: ' 

Behold, the LOl"d requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the 
willing and obedient shall eat the good of the land of Zion in these last 
days; and the rebellious shall be cut off out of the land of Zion, and shall 
be sent away, and shall not inherit the land; for, verily, I say that the 
rebellious are not of the blood of Ephraim, wherefore they shall be 
plucked out. Behold, I, the Lord, have made my church in these last 
days, like unto a judge sitting on a hill, or ,in a high place, to judge the 
nations; for it shall come to pass, that the inhabitants of Zion shall judge 
all things pertaining to Zion; and liars, and hypocrites shall be proved 
by them, and they who are not 'apostles and prophets shall be known. 

And even the bishop, who is a judge, and his counselors, if they are 
not faithful in their stewardships, shall be condemned, and others shall 
be planted in their stead; for, behold, I say unto you that Zion shall 
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flourish, and the glory of the Lord shall be upon her, and she shall be 
an ensign unto the people, and there shall come unto her out of every 
nation under heaven. And the day shall come, when the nations of the 
earth shall tremble because of her, and shall fear because of her terrible 
ones. The Lord hath spoken it. Amen. 

A conference of the church was held at Hiram, Ohio, N 0-

vember 1 and 2, 18:31. The publishing of the revelations as 
the Book of Commandments was approved. ; The testimony 
of the elders was given to the truthfulness of the revelations 
and their great worth to man kind. 

On November 12 a special conference was held at Hiram, 
Ohio, to dedicate the Book of Commandments, the manuscript 
of which was ready, also Oliver Cowdery and John Whitmer 
who were to carry it to Zion (Missouri) where it was to be 
printed by Vt{. W. Phelps and Company, Independence, in. 

Jackson County. The question of recompense for the labors 
done and to be done in preparing and printing these revela
tions, also the matter of returns from the sale of the books, 
and the management of the printing establishment which had 
been provided for by previous conference was discussed, and 
in answer to this inquiry provision was made fO!" a board of 
publication or literary concern, and the meaning of steward
ship clearly defined, and the kinds of stewardship set forth. 
Doctrine and Covenants 70, given November 12, 1831: 

Behold and hearken, 0 ye inhabitants of Zion, and all ye people of 
my church, who aTe far off, and hear the word of the Lord, which I give 
unto my servant Joseph Smith, jr., and also unto my servant Martin 
Hanis, and also unto my servant Oliver Cowdery, and also unto my 
servant .John Whitmer, and also unto my sexvant Sidney Rigdon, and also 
unto my servant William "V. Phelps, by the way of commandment unto 
them, for I give unto them a commandment; wherefore hearken ann hear, 
for thus saith the Lord unto them, It the Lord, have appointed them, and 
ordained them to be stewards over the revelations and commandments 
which I have given unto them, and which I shall hereafter give unto 
them; and an account of this stewardship will I require of them in the 
day of judgment; wherefore I have appointed unto them, 'and this is 
their business in the church of God, to manage them and the concerns 
thereof; yea, the benefits thereof. 
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Wherefore a commandment I give unto them, that they shall not 
give these things unto the church, neither unto the world; nevertheless, 
inasmuch as they receive more than is needful for their necessities, and 
their wants, it shall be given into my storehouse, and the benefits shall 
be consecrated unto the inhabitants of Zion, and unto their generations, 
inasmuch as they become heirs according to the laws of the kingdom. 

Behold, this is what the Lord requires of every man in his steward
ship, even as I, the Lord, .have appointed, or shall hereafter appoint unto 
any man. And, behold, none are €xempt -from this law who belong to 
the Chell'ch of the living God; yea, neither the bishop, neither Ole agent, 
who keepeth the Lord's storehouse; neither_ he who is appointed in a 
stewardship oyer temporal things; l1e who is appointed to administer 
spiritual things, the same is worthy of his hire, even as those who are 
appointed to a sj:A~wardship, to administer in temporal things; yea, even 
more abundantly, which abundance is multiplied unto them through the 
manifestations of the Spirit; nevertheless, in your temporal things you 
shall be equal, 'and thIS not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the 
manifestations of the Spirit shall be withheld. 

Now this commandment I give unto my servants, for their benefit 
while they remain, for a manifestation of my blessings upon'their heads, 
and for a reward of their diligence, and for their security for food and for 
raiment, for an inheritance; for houses and for lands, in whatsoever 
circumstances I, the Lord, shall place them; and whithersoever I, the 
Lord, shall send them, for they have been faithful over many things, and 
have done well inasmuch as they have not sinned. Behold, I, the Lord, 
am merciful, and will bless them, and they shall enter into the joy of 
these things. Even so. Amell. -

It will be seen that this revelation not only defines and 
explains the law of consecration and stewardships but re
quires it of every member of the church from the bishop to 
the least member, and makes the temporal and spiritual stew
ards equal, and upon this equality is conditioned the abun

dance of the manifestations of the Spirit. 

On December ,1 Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon sat in 
counsel with the elders and members of the church at Kirt
land, Ohio, who were inquiring their duty regarding tempora1 
as well as spiritual matters. They received the following in
structions which greatly assisted them in applying the direc
tion in the previous revelation on consecration and steward
ship, Doctrine and Covenants 72, December 4, 1831. 
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Hearken, and listen to the voice of the Lord, 0 ye who' have 
assembled yourselves together, who are the high priests of my church, to 
whom the kingdom and power has been given. For verily thus saith the 
Lord, It is expedient in me for a bishop to be appointed unto you, or of you 
unto the church, in this part of the Lord's vineyard; and verily in this 
thing ye have done wisely, for it is required of the Lord, at the hand of 
every steward, to render an a,ccount of his stewardship,both in time and 
in etemity. For he who is faithful and wise in time is accounted worthy 
to inherit the mansions' prepared for them of my Father. Verily I say 
unto you, The elders of the church in this pal't of my vineyard shall 
render an account of their stewardship unto the bishop which shall be 
appointed of me, in this part of my vineyard. These things shall be had 
on record, to be handed over unto the bishop in Zion; and the duty of the 
bishop shall be made known by the commandments which have been given, 
and the voice of tpe conference. 

And now, verily I say unto you, My servant Newel K. Whitney is 
the man who shall be appointed and ordained unto this power; this is 
the will of the Lord your ,God, your Redeemer. Even so, Amen. 

The word of the IJord, in addition to the law which has been given, 
making knoWn the duty of the bishop which has been ordained unto the 
church in this part of the vineyard, which is verily this: to keep the 
Lord's storehouse; to receive the funds of the church in this part of the 
vineyard; to take an· account of the elders, as before has been com
manded; and to administer to their wants, who shall pay for that which 
they receive, inasmuch as they have wherewith to pay, that this also 
may be consecrated to the good of the church, to the poor and needy 
and he who hath not wherewith to pay, an account shall be taken and 
handed over to the bishop of Zion, who shall pay the debt out of that 
which the Lord shall put into his hands; and the labors of the faithful 
who labor in spiritual things, in administering the gospel and the things 
of the kingdom unto the church, and unto the world, shall answer the 
debt unto the bishop in Zion; thus it cometh out of the church, for 
according to the law every man that cometh up to Zion must lay all things 
before the bishop in Zion. 

And now, verily I say unto you, That as every elder in this part 
of the vineyard must give an account of his stewardship unto the bishop 
in this part of the vineyard, a cel,tificate from the judge or bishop in 
this part of the vineyard, unto the bishop in Zion, rendereth every man 
acceptable, and answereth all things, for an inheritance, '. and to be 
received as' a wise steward and as a faithful laborer; otherwise he shall 
not be accepted of the bishop in Zion. And now, verily I say unto you, 
Let every elder who shall give an account unto the bishop of the church, 
in this. part of the vineyard, be recommended by the church, or churches,. 
in which he labors, that he may, render himself and his accounts approved 
in all things. And again, let my servants who are appoin~ed as stew
ards over the literary concerns of my church have claim for assistance 
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upon the bishop, 01' bishops, in all things, that the revelations may be 
published, and go forth unto the ends of the earth, that they also may 
obtain funds which shall benefit the church in all things, that they also 
may render themselves approved in all things, and be accounted as wise 
stewards. And now, behold, this shall be an ensample for all the 
extensive branches of my church, in whatsoever land they shall be 
e"tablished. And now I make an end of my sayings. Amen. 

A few words in addition to the laws of the kingdom, respecting 
the members of the church; they that arc appointed by the Holy Spirit 
to go up unto Zion, and they who arc privileged. to go up unto Zion. 
Let them carry up unto the bishop a certificate from three elders of the 
church, or a certificate from the bishop, otherwise he who shall go up 
unto the land of Zion shall not be accounted as a wise steward. This is 
also an ellsample. Amen . 

. As the "vork of establishing the Saints in Zion, also in 
Kirtland, prog-ressed, dif!iculties were encountered and it was 
not always easy to convince the brethren that the new order 
of things was better than the ways of the 'world from which 
they had been so recently converted, for as yet the church was 
not two years old. The Saints were instructed to organize in 
Kirtland and in Zion, binding themselves by covenant of stew
ardship that cannot be broken, in order that the church may 
stand independent above all. (Doctrine and Covenants 77) : 

R€1)elation given klarch, 1832. The o'rcler given of the LM'd to 
Enoch, [JosephSrnit.h, jT.] for the purpO:lP. of est,ablishing the poO"t' . 

. The Lord spake unto Enoch, LJoseph Smith, jr.] saying, Hearken 
unto me saith the Lord your God, who are ordained unto the high priest
hood of my chUJ~ch, who have assembled yourselves together, and listen 
to the counsel of him who has ordained you, from on high, who shall 
speak in your eaTS the words cf wisdom, that salvation may be unto you 
in that thing which you have presented before me, saith the Lord God; 
for verily I say unto you, The time has come, and is now at hand; and, 
behold, and 10, it must needs be that there be an o'eganization of my 
people, . in regUlating and establishing the affairs of the storehouse for 

. the poor of my people,. both in this place and in the land of Zion, or in 
other words, the city of Enoch,' [Joseph] for a permanent and .everlasting 
establishment and order unto my ChUTCh, to advance the cause which 
ye have (>spoused, to the salvation of man, aml to the glory of your 
Father who is in heaven, th&t you may be equal in the bands of heavenly 
things; yea, and earthly things also, for the obtaining of heavenly things; 
for if ye are not equal in earthly· things, ye cannot be equal in obtaining 
heavenly things; for if you win that I give unto you a place in the 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



274 JOURNAL' OF HISTORY, 

celestial world, you must prepare yourselves by doing the things which 
I have commanded you and required of you. 

And now, verily thus saith the Lord, It is expedient that all things 
be done unto my glory, that ye should, who are joined together in this 
order; or in other words, let my servant Ahashdah, [Newel K. Whitney] 
and my servant Gazelam, or Enoch, [Joseph Smith, jr.] and my servant 
Pelagoram, [Sidney Rigdon] sit in council with the saints which are in 
Zion; otherwise Satan seeketh to turn their hearts away from the 
truth, that they become blinded, and understand not the things which 
are prepared for them; wherefore a commandment I give unto you, to 
prepare and organize yourselves by a bond 01' everlasting. covenant that 
cannot be broken. 

And he who breaketh it shall lose his office and standing in the 
church, and shall be delivered over to the buifetings of Satan until the 
day of redemption. Behold, this is the preparation wherewith I prepare 

. you, and the foundation, and the ensample, which I give unto you, 
whereby you may accomplish the commandments which are given you, 
that through my providence, notwithstanding. the tribulation which' shall 
descend upon you, that the church may stand independent above all other 
creatures beneath the celestial world, that you may come up unto the 
crown prepared for you, and be made rulers over many kingdoms, saith 
the Lord God, the Holy One of Zion, who hath established the foundations 
of Adam-ondi-Ahman; who hath appointed Michael, your prince, and 
established his feet, and set him upon high; and given unto him the keys 
of salvation under the counsel and direction of the Holy One, who is 
without beginning of days or end of life. 

Verily, verily I say unto you, Ye are little children, and ye have 
not as yet understood how great blessings the Father has in his own 
hands, and prepared for YOU; and ye cannot bear all things now; 
nevertheless be of good cheer, for I will lead you along; the kingdom is . 
yours and the blessings thereof are yours; and the riches of eternity 
are yours; and he who receiveth all things, with thankfulness, shall be 
made glorious, and the things of this earth shall be added unto him, 
even an hundredfold, yea, more; wherefore do the things which I have 
commanded you, saith your Redemer, even the Son Ahman, who prepareth 
all things before he taketh you; for ye are the church of the Firstborn, 
and he will take. you up in the cloud, and appoint every man his 
portion. And he that is a faithful and wise steward shall inherit all 
things. Amen. 

On April 1 Joseph Smith, jr., Bishop NewelK. Whitney, 
and others, left Hiram, Ohio, for Missouri. They were joined 
en route by Sidney Rigdon and later by Titus Billings and a 
company of Saints journeying to Missouri. A general coun
cil of the church was called in Zion, which convened April 26, 
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1832, during which a great variety of business was transacted, 
and a reconciliation effected between Bishop Partridge and 
Elder Rigdon, . which greatly rejoiced the whole assembly. 
Joseph Smith was acknowledged president of the high priest
hood, according to an ordination at a conference at Amherst, 
Ohio, on January 25, 1832. Further instruction was ~eceived 
as to the manner of organization and covenant by which they 
were to be bound and the permanence of the order. in the 
church. Doctrine and Covenants 81, given April 26, 1832: 

And again, I say unto you, I give unto you a new commandment, 
that you may understand my will concerning you, or, in other words, I 
give unto you directioris how you may act before me, that it may turn to 
you for your salvation. I, the Lord, am bound when ye do what 1 'say, but 
when ye do not what 1 say, ye have no promise. 

Therefore, verily 1 say unto you, that it is expedient for my servant 
Alam and Ahashdah [Newel K. Whitney], Mahalaleel and Pelagoram 
[Sidney Rigdon], and my servant Gazelam [Joseph Smith], and ~orah 
and Olihah [Oliver 'Cowdery], and Shalemanasseh and ,Mahemson 
[Martin Harris], to be bound together by a bond and covenant that 
cannot be broken by transgression except judgment shall immediately 
follow, in your several stewardships, to manage the affairs of the poor, . 
and all things pertaining to the bishopric both in the land of Zion, and 
in the land of Shinehah, [Kirtland] for 1 have consecrated the land of 
Shinehah [Kirtland] in mine own due time for the benefit of the saints 
of the Most High, and for a. stake to Zion; for Zion must increase in 
beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged; her stakes must 
be strengthened; yea, verily 1 say unto you, Zion must arise and put on 
her beautiful garments; therefore, ,1 give unto you this commandment, 
that ye bind yourselves by this covenant, and it shall be done according 
to the laws of the Lord. Behold, here is wisdom, also, in me, for your 
good. And you are to be equal, or in other words, you are to have 
equlLl cl!!ims on the properties, for the benefit of managing the concerns' 
ot your stewardships, every man according to his wants and his needs, 
inasmuch as his wants are just; and all this for the benefit of the church 
of the living 'God, that every man may improve upon his talent, that every 
man may gain other talents; yea, even an hundredfold, to be cast into 

• the Lord's storehouse, to become the common property of the whole 
church, every man seeking the interest of his neighbor, and doing ali 
things with an eye single to the glory of God. 

This order 1 have appointed to be an everlasting order unto you 
and unto your successors, inasmuch as you sin not; and the soul that 
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sins against this covenant, and hardeneth his heart against it, shall be 
dealt with according to the laws of my church, and shall be delivered 
over to the buffetings of Satan until the day of redemption. 

Additional instructions were received concerning the sup

port of widows and orphans under the law of consecration 

and stewardship. Doctrine and Covenants 82: 

Verily thus saith the Lord, in addition to the laws of the church 
concerning women and children, those who belong to the church, who 
have lost their husbands and fathers : Women have claim on their 
husbands for their maintenance until their husbands are taken; and if
they are not found transgressors they shall have fellowship in the 
church; and if they are not faithful, they shall not have fellowship in the 
church; yet they may remain upon their inheritances according to the 

- laws of the land. ,. . 

All children have claim upon their parents for their maintenance. 
until they are of age; and after that, they have claim upon the church; 
or, in other words, upon the Lord's storehouse, if their parents have not 
wherewith to give them inheritances.. And the storehouse shall be kept 
by the consecrations of the church, that widows and orphans shall be 
provided for, as also the poor. ·Amen. 

The council in Zion continued several days. The breth
ren were organized according to the instructions; arrange
ments were made for supplying the Saints with stores in Mis
souri and Ohio. Plans were perfected for the printing of the 
revelations, and a hymn book, and the publication of a monthly 
paper, The Evening and the Morning Star. On May 6 Joseph 
Smith, jr., Sidney Rigdon, and Newel K. Whitney, left Zion 
for Kirtland, Ohio. 

The work of gathering and establishing the Saints in Zion 
progressed under the direction' of Bishop Edward Partridge 
who in the absence of President Joseph Smith, jr., acted as 
spiritual head of the church in Zion as well as the director of • 
temporal affairs. The July number of The Evening and the 

Morning Star printed the following instruction on gathering 
and settlement 9f the Saints: 
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THE ELDERS IN THE LAND OF ZION TO THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SCATTERED ABROAD 

277 

Brethren, We think it proper to give you ,orne general information 
respecting the present state of the church in Zion, and also the work 

of the gathering .... Notwithstanding the work of the gathering will 
be accomplished, we believe in a speedy manner, yet the und has com

manded that it shall not'be done in haste, nor by flight, but that all things 
shall be IJrepared before you; and for this purpose he has made it the 
duty of the bishop or agent in the land of Zion, to make known, from time 

• to time, the privileges of the land, to the conferences which may de
termine and make known ho,v many can be accommodated. And the 
saints will remember that the bishop in the land of Zion, will not Teceive 
any, as wise stewards, without they bring a recommend from the bishop 
in 011io, or from three elders. The elderll therefore, will be careful not 
to recommend and send up churches to this place, without first receiving 
infOl'mation- from the bishop in 'Ohio, or in the land of Zion, that they 
can be accommodated when they arrive, so as to be settled without con
fusion, which would produce pestilence. Therefore, if a church is 
desirous to come to the land of Zion, we would recommend, that first by 
letter or otherwise, they make. their desires and their situation to the 
bishop in Ohio, or in the land of Zion, and l'eceive information from them 
before they start. Brethren win pel'ceive as well as we, that where 
churches of fifty ot' a hundred souls each, are coming to the land of 
Zion from difTerent parls of the nation, and, as soon will be the case, 
from different nations, without a knowledge of each other, they would, 
when they arrive, be in a state of eonfusion, and labor un del' many disad
vantag'os which might be avoided by strictly observing the rules and 
regUlations of the church. Moreover by being in haste and forcing the 
sale of property unreasonable sacrifices have been made and although 
this is a day of sacrifice and tithing yet to make lavish and unreasonable 
sacrifices, i3 not well pleasing in the sight of the Lord. 

It is about one year since the work of the gathering commenced, 
in "which time between three and four hundred have arrived here and are 
mostly located upon their inheritances, anCI are generally in good health 
and spirits and are doing well. The expenses of journeying and settling 
here, together with the establishing of a printing office and store, have 
probably exceeded the expectations of our brethren abroad, and althoug'h 
Zion, according to the prophets, is to become like Eden Ol' the garden of 
the Lord, yet, at present it is as it were but a wilderness and desert, and 
the disadvantages of settling in a new country, you know, are' many and 
great: Therefore prudence would dictate at present the churches abroad, 
come not up to Zion, until preparations can be made for them, and 
they receive information as above. The prospect for crops, in this region 
of country, is, at pl'esent, tolerable good, but calls for provisions will 
undoubtedly be considerable for besides the emigration of the whites, the 
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government of the United States is settling the Indians, (or remnants of 
Joseph) immediately to the west, and they must be fed. 

Brethren, we drop the above remarks for your benefit, .until you 
can have the revelations to peruse fOl' yourselves, which will be published 
as soon as they can be consistently. Although the Lord nas said, that 
it is his business to provide for his saints in these last days, yet, remem
ber he is not bound so to do, unless we observe his sayings and keep them. 
-EDening and Morning Stat', ,Tuly, 1832, p. 5. ' 

The gathering continued as reported in the November IS

sue of the Star: 

THE GATHERING 

There is a great anxiety manifested to learn how the church of 
Christ prospers, since it commenced settling in the western part of the 
state of Missouri. To satisfy this inquiry, and more especially to publish 
the truth upon the great subject, that none may be deceived by flying 
reports, we shall endeavor to give all the information in our possession. 
Since the gathering commenced, which is a little over a year, the number 
of the disciples which have come fl"Om the east and which have been 
baptized in this region, is ........................................................................... 465 

Children and those not members, about ........... : ......................... :. 345 
Total ................................... , .................................................................... 810 

'rhis little flock, which is now enjoying the glorious privileges and' 
blessings of the everlasting gospel, preparatory to the second coming of 
the Savior, have, as it were, almost simultaneously come together from 
New England, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, I1linoi~, Ten
nessee and Missouri to worship God and keep his commandments on the 
land of their inheritance-So far the disciples have been highly 
favored; coming, as most of them have, from different climates, and 
changing, as is necessarily the case, their modes of. living, undergoing' 
the troubles and hardships of a long and tedious journey and planting 
themselves down without the conveniences and even necessaries, which 
most of them have been used to it is certainly a; matter of great joy, if 
not a miracle, that they are generally so healthy, so industrious, so thriv
ing, and more than all so contented to love the Lord and their neighbors 
as themselves.-Evenino nnd Mot'1ting Star, November, 1832, pp. 5, 6. 

In the January issue of the Euen£ng a.nd Morning Star. 
1833, there was published an extract from a letter of Joseph 
Smith to W. W. Phelps in relation to consecration, etc. 

It is the duty of the Lord's clerk, whom he has appointed, to keep 
a history, and a general church record of all things, that transpire in 
Zion, and of all those who consecrate properties and receive inheritances, 
legally from the bishop; and also, their manner of Hfe, and their faith 
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and works: and also, of all the apostates, who apostatize after receiving 
their inheritance. 

It is contrary to the will and commandment of God, that those who 
receive not their inheritance by consecration, agreeable to his law, which 
he has given, that he may tithe his people to prepare them against the 
day of vengeance and burning, should have their names enrolled with 
the. people of God; neither is their genealogy to be kept, or to be had 
where it may be found on any of the records, or histories of the church: 
their names shall not be found, neither the names of their fathers, or the 
names of their children, written in the book of the law of God, saith the 
Lord of Hosts; yea, thus saith the still small voice, which whispereth 
through and pierceth all things: and ,often times it maketh my bones to 
quake while it maketh manife,st, saying: And it shall come, to pass, that 
I the Lord God will send one mighty and strong, holding the scepter of 
power in his hand, clothed with light for a covering, whose mouth shall 
utter words, eternal words, while his bowels shall be a fountain of truth, 
to set in order the house of God, and fo arrange by lot the inheritances 
of the saints, whose names are found, and the names of their fathers, 
and of their children, enrolled in the book of the law of God: while that 
man who was called of God, and appointed,that putteth forth his hand 
to steady the ark of God, shall fall by the shaft of death, like as a tree 
that is smitten by the vivid shaft of lightning; and all they who are not 
found written i.n the book of remembrance, shall find none inheritance in 
that day, but they shall be cut asunder and their portion shall be 
appointed them among unbelievers, where there is wailing and gnashing' 
of teeth. These things I say not of myself, therefore, as the Lord 
speaketh he will also fulfill. 

And they who are of the high priesthood, whose names are not 
found written in the book of the law, or that are found to have aposta
tized, or to have been cut oft' out of the church, as well as the lesser 
priesthood; or the members, in that day, shall not find an inheritance 
among the saints of the Most High': therefore, it shall be done unto them 
as unto the child,ren of the priests, as it is written in the second chapter, 
and 61st and 62d verses of Ezra.-Evening and Morning Star, January, 
1833, p. 5. 

By March, 1833, five hundred thirty-four Saints had 
"covenanted to keep the commandments of the Lord and walk 
in his statutes blameless with thanksgiving forever." The 

. revelations of God and directions of the officials intrusted with 
the application of the law of consecration and stewardship 
was accepted and complied with by many of those who came 
to Zion. However some persisted in purchasing land for 
themselve~ and conducting their temporal affairs without re-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



280 JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

gard to the Order of Enoch over which Bishop Partridge pre
sided, which by revelation was organized to regulate and es
tablish the temporal affairs of the Saints in Zion. 

All was not harmonious jn Zion as may be gathered from 
the correspondence that was carried on between the heads of 
the church at Kirtland and the brethren in Zion. An extract 
fxom a letter written by Joseph Smih from Kirtland, Ohio, 
January 11, 1833, to W. W. Phelps at Indep8ndence, Missouri, 
will show his anxiety and app"rehensions. 

The brethren in Kirtland lll'ay for you unceasingly, for, knowing 
the terrors of the Lord, they greatly fear for you: you will see that 
the Lord commanded us, in Kirtland, to build an house of God, and -
establish a school for the prophets. This is the word of the Lord to us, 
and we must, yea, the Lord helping us, we will obey: as on conditions of 
our obedience he has promised us great things; yea, even a visit from 
the heavens to honor us with his own presence. \Ve greatly fear before 
the Lord lest we should fail of this great honor, which our Master pro
poses to confer on us; we are seeking for humility and great faith lest 
we be ashamed in his presence. Our hearts are greatly grieved at the 

. spirit which is bl"eathed, both in your letter, and that of Brother G's; 
the very spirit which is wasting Lhe strength of Zion like a pestilence; 
and if it is not detected and driven from you, it will ripen Zion for the 
threatened jUdgments of God. Remember God sees the secret springs of 
human action, and knows the hearts of all living.:--T-imes and Seasons, 
vol. 5, p. 720. 

On January H, 1833, a conference of twelve high priests 
at Kirtland directed a letter to "the bishop, his council, and 
the inhabitants of Zion," from which we read the following: 

In the commandment above alluded to, [Doctrine and Covenants 
83: 8] the children of Zion were all, yea, even everyone, under cOIl
demnation, and were to remain in that state until they repented and 
remembered the new covenant, even the Book of MOl"mOn, and the 
former commandments, which the Lord had given them, not only to 
say but to do them, and bring forth fruit meet for the Father's kingdom; 
otherwise there remaineth a scourge and a judgment to be poured out 
upon the children of Zion: for shall the children of the kingdom pollute 
the holy land? I say unto you nay! 

The answers received from those letters, which have been sent to 
you upon this subject, have failed to bring to us that sat.isfactory con
fession and acknowledgment, which the spirit of our Mast \r requires: 
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we, therefore, feeling a deep interest for Zion, and knowing the judg
ments of God that will come up'on her except she repent, resort to these 
last, and most effectual means in our power, to bring her to a sense of 
her standing before the Most High. 

At the time Joseph, Sidney and Newel left Zion, all matters of 
hardness and misunderstanding were settled and buried, (as they sup
posed), and you gave them the hand of fellowship j but, afterwards, you 
brought up aU these things again, in a sensorious spirit, accusing 
Brother Joseph in rather an indirect way of seeking after monarchial 
power and authority. This came to us in Brother COl'rill's letter of June 
2d. Weare sensible that this is not the thing Brothel' Joseph is seeking 
after, but to magnify the high office and calling whereunto he has been 
called and appointed by the command of God, and the united voice of 
this church. It might not be amiss for you to 'call to mind the circum
stances of the N ephites, and the children of Israel rising up against" 
their prophets, and accusing them of seeking after kingly power, etc., 
and see what befell them and take warning before it is too late. 

We have the best of feelings, 'and feelings of the greatest anxiety 
for the welfare of Zion: we feel more like weeping over Zion than we 
do like rejoicing over her, for we know the judgments of God hang over 
her, and will fall upon her except she, repent, and purify herself before 
the Lord, and put away from her every foul spirit 'Ve now say to 
Zion, this once, in the name of the Lord, repent! repent! awake, awake, 
put on thy beautiful garments, before you are made to feel the chastening 
rod of him, whose anger is kindled against you. Let not Satan tempt you 
to think we want to make you bow to us to domineer ovel' you, for God 
knows this is not the case: our eyes are watered with tears, and our 
hearts are poured out to God in prayer for you, that he will spare you, 
and turn away his anger from you.-Ti'mes and Seasons, vol. 5, pp. 
721, 722. 

On March 26, 1833, a council of high priests convened at 
Kirtland to 'consider the welfare of the church in Zion. The 
revelation, letter, and epistle had awakened a satisfactory re
sponse from the brethren in Zion, but a new disturbance had 
arisen. Some of the traveling high priests and elders went 
up to Zion, claiming for themselves as much power and au
thority to set in order and regulate the branches as those set 
apart and appointed to preside over the branches. The coun
cil discussed this matter and it was decided that it was accord
ing to the revelations already given that the elders when tl1,ey 
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arrived in Zion were to be submi~sive to those appointed to 
preside in Zion. Those appointed to build up Zion were, Oliver 
Cowdery, W. W. Phelps, John Whitmer, Algernon S. Gilbert, 
Bishop Edward Partridge, and his two counselors, Isaac Mor
ley and John Corrill. This, decision gave general satisfaction 
and the elders soon saw the beauty of every man standing in 
his place. 

As the details of the Order of Enoch in Zion were being 
worked out, i{lquiry often arose. Oliver Cowdery wrote Jos
eph Smith asking advice on the manner of receiving contribu
tion and giving deeds, etc. Joseph Smith wrote fromKirt
land under date of April 21, 1833: 

With respect to Brother Oliver's private letter to me on the subject 
of giving deeds, and receiving contributions from brethren, etc., I have 
nothing further to say on the subject, but to make yourselves acquainted 
with the commandments of 'the Lord, and the laws of the State, and 
govern yourselves accordingly.--:Ti-mesand Seasons, v9l. 5, p. 754. 

On June 25, 1833, Joseph Smith, jr., sent the brethren in 
Zion a plat of the city of Zion, which throws much light on 
the matter of inheritances, temple building, and location of 
homes and farms, workshops, etc. The explanation of the 
plat is as follows: 

This plot contains one mile square, all the squares of the plot 
contain ten acres each, being forty rods square. You will observe that 
the lots are Jaid off alternately in the squares; in one square rwming 
from the south and north to the line through the center of the square; 
and in the next, the lots run from the east and west to the center line. 
Each lot is four perches in front, and twenty back; making one half of 
an aCl"e in each' lot, ·so that no one street will be built on, entirely 
through the street; but, one square the houses will stand on one street, 
and on the next one, 'another, except the middle range of squares, which 
runs north and south, in which range are the painted squares. 

The lots are laid off. in these squares nOl,th and south, all of them; 
because these squares are forty perches by sixty, being twenty perches 
longer than the other, their greatest length being east and west, and by 
running all these squares, north and south, it makes all the lots in the 
city of one size. 

The painted squares in the middle are for public buildings. The 
one v,'ithout an~ figures is for storehouse for the bishop, and ·to be 
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devoted to his use. Figure first is for temples for the use of the 
presideney; the circles inside of the square, are the places for the 
temples. You will see it contains twelve figures, two are for the temples 
of the lesser prie<;.thood. It is also to contain twelve temples. The whole 
plot is supposed to contain from fifteen to twenty thousand people: you 
will therefore see that it will require twenty-four buildings to supply 
them with houses of worship, schools, etc.; and none of these temples are 
to be smallel" than the one of which we send you a (Iraft. This temple 
is to be built in the square marked figure first; and to be built where the 
circle is, which has a cross on it; on the north and south of the plot 
where the line is drawn, is to be laid off for barns, stables, etc., for the 
nse of the city; so that no barns or stables will be in the city among the 
houses; the ground to be occupied by these, must be laid off according 
to wisdom. 

On the north and south are to be laid off the farms for the agricul
turist, and sufficient quantity of Jand to supply the whole plot; and if it 
cannot be laid off without going too great a distance from the city, 
there must also be some laid oft' on tile east and west. 

When this square is thus laid off and supplied,lay off another in 
the same way, and so fill up the world in these last days; and let every 
man live in the city fol' this is the city of Zion. All the streets are of 
one width, being eight perches wide. Also,the space round the out~r edge 
of the painted squares, is to be eight perches between the temple and the 
street on every side. 

Noone lot, in this city, is to contain more than one house, and that 
to be built twenty-five feet back from the street, leaving a small yard, 
in front, to be planted in a grove, I'#ccOl"ding to the taste of the builder; 
the rest of the lot for gardens, etc.; all the houses to be built of brick 
and stone.-Time~ and Seasons, vol. 6, p. 786. 

On the same date further instruction was sent to the 
brethren in Zion by the First Presidency 'of the church, from 
which we quote: 

. . . Concerning bi.shops, we recommend the following: let Brothel' 
Isaac Morley he ordained second bishop in Zion, and let Brother John 
Corrill be ordained third. Let Brother Edward Partridge choose as 
counselors in their place, Brother Parley P. Pratt, and Brother Titus 
Billings, ordaining' Brother BiHings to the high priesthood.· Let Brother 
Morley choose for his counselors,' Brother Christian Whitmer, whom 
ordain to the high priesthood, and Brother Newel Knight. Let Brother 
Corrill choose Brother Daniel Stanton, and Brothel' Hezekiah Peck for 
his counselors; let Brother Hezekiah, also, be ordained to the high 
priesthood. 

Zombre [John Johnson] has been received as a member of the firm 
by commandment, and has just come to Kirtland to live; as soon as we 
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get a power of attorney signed R{reeably to law, for Alam [Edward 
Partridge] we will forward it to liim, and will immediately expect one 
from that part of the firm to Ahashdah, [Newel K. Whitney] signed in 
the same manner.. 'Ve would again say to Alam, be @re to get a fOl'm 
according to law, for securing a gift. We have found by examining the 
law, that 'a gift cannot be retained without this.-Times and SeasQns, 
vol. 6, p. 800. 

On June 25, 1833, the presidency of the church gave the 
bishop in Zion the following items of instructions concerning 
the consecration of property: 

Brother Edward Partridge, sir, I proceed to answer your questions, 
concerning the consecration of property: . First, it is not right to conde
scend to very great particulars in taking inventories. The fact is this, 
a man is bound by the law of the church, to consecrate to the bishop, 
before he can be considered a legal heir to the kingdom of Zion: and 
this, too, without constraint; and unless he does this, he cannot be 
acknowledged before the Lord, on the church book: therefore, to conde
scend to particulars, I will tell you that every man must be his o\vn 
judge, how much he should receive, and how much he should suffer to 
remain in the hands of the bishop. I speak to those who consecrate more 
than they need for the support of themselves and their families. . 

The matter of consecration must be done by the mutual consent of 
both parties; for, to give the bishop power to say how much eveTY man 

\ shall have, and he be obliged to CO~PIY with the bishop's judgment, is 
giving to the bishop more powerth n a king has; and, upon the other 
hand, to let every man say how much e needs, and the bishop be obliged 
to comply with his judgment, is to throw Zion into confusion, and make a 
slave of the bishops. The fact is, there must be a balance or equilibrium 
of power, between the bishop and the people; and thus harmony and 
good will, be preserved among you. 

Therefore, those persons consecrating property to the bishop in 
Zion, and then receiving an inheritance back, must show reasonably to 
the bishop that he wants as much as he claims. But in case the two 
parties cannot come to a mutual agl'eement, the bishop is to have 
nothing' to do about receiving their consecrations; and the case must be 
laid before a council of twelve high priests; the bishop not being one of 
the council, but he is to lay the case before them. 

Answers to queries in Brother Phelps' letter of June 4: Fil'st, in 
relation to the pOOl'.~When the bishops are appointed according to our 
recommendation, it will devolve upon them to see to the poor, according 
to the laws of the church, In regard to the printing of the New Trans
lation; it· cannot be done until we can attend to it ourselves, and this we 
will do as soon as the Lord permits. 
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As to Shederlaomach, [Frederick G. Williams] aU members of the 
united firm, are considered one. The order of the literary firm is a 
matter of stewardship, which is of the greatest importance; and the 
mercantile establishment God commanded to be devoted to the support 
thereof, and God will hring every transgression int.o judgment,-Times 
and Season.~, vol. 6, p, 801. ' 

,';Che following deed form was used in consecrating prop
erty to the church: f 

BE IT KNOWN, THAT T, Titus Billings of Jackson County, and 
the State of Missouri, having hecome a member of the Church of Christ, 
organized according to law, and established by the revelations of the 
Lord, on the 6th day of Apl'il, 1830, do, of my own free will and accord, 
having TIl':'t paid my just debts, grant and hereby give unto Edward 
Partridge of J aekson ,County, and 'State of Missouri, bishop of said 
church, the following described property, viz :---Sundry articles of furni
ture valued fifty-ilve dollars twenty-seven cents; also two heds, bedding 
and extra clothing valued seventy-three dollars twenty-nve cents; also 
farming utensils valued forty-one dollars; also one horse, two wagons, 
two cows and two calves, valued one hundred fOl:ty-seven dollars. 

For the purpose of purchasing lands in Jackson County, lVIissouri, 
and building up the New Jerusalem, even Zion, and for relieving, the 
wants of the poor and needy. For which I, the said Titus Billings, do 
covenant and bind myself and my heirs forever, to release all my right 
and interest to the above described property, unto him, the said Edward 
Partridge, bishop of said church, 

And I, the Said Edward Partridge, bishop of said church, having 
received the above; described property, of the said Titus Billings, do bind 
myself, that I will cause the same to be expenderl for the above-melltioned 
purposes of the said Titus Billings to the satisfaction of ~aid cllUl'ch; and 
in case I should be removed from the office of bisl10p of said church, by 
death or otherwise, I hereby bind myself and my heirs forever, to make 
over t.o my suceeSSCll' in office, for the benefit of said chureh, all the above 
described property, which may then be in my possession, 

IN TESTlMONY W'HEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals this ... day of •.. , in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty,. 

In presence of {::.:::.:-::.: ___ -_:-.:: ... __ :: - '-"::::::::::.::.:_::.::':':::: 

Signed; { 

TITUS BILLINGS, 

EDWARD PARTRIDGE. 

-QU(1Ft€1'ly Journal oj' Economics, Harvard PYe8S, November, 1922. 
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This deed form wa~, used by the Order of Enoch in se
curing the stewardship to those entering the covenant of con
secration and stewardship: 

BE IT KNOWN, THAT I, Edward Partridge, of Jackson County, 
State of ,:Missouri, bishop of the Church of Christ, organized according 
to ,law, and established by the revelations (If the Lord, on the 6th day of 
April, 1830, have leased, and by these presents do lease unto Titus Bill
ings, of Jackson County, and State of Missouri, a member of said church, 
the following described piec.e or parcel of land, being a part of section 
No. three, township No. forty-nine, l'ange No. thirty-two, situated in 
Jackson County, and State of Missouri, and is bounded as follows, 'viz: 
-Beginning eight rods E. from the S. W. Corner of said section; 
thence N. one hundred and sixty rods; thence E. hventy-seven rods' 
twenty-five links; thence S. one hundl'ed and sixty rods; thence W. 
seventy-seven rods twenty-flve links, to the place of beginning, containing 
twenty-seven and one half acres, be the same more or less, subject to 
roads and· highways. And also have loaned the following descI'ibed 
property, viz:'-:"Sundry articles of furniture, valued fifty-five dollars 
twenty-five cents; also two beds, bedding and clothing', valued seventy
three dollars twenty-seven -cents; also sundry farming utensils, valued 
forty-one dollars; also one horse, two cows, two calves, two wagons, 
valued one hmidred forty-seven dollars, to have and to hold the above 
described property, by him, the said Titus Billings, to ue used and occu
pied as to him shall seem meet and proper. 

And as a consideration for the use of the above described property, 
I, the said Titus Billings, do bind myself to pay the taxes, and also to 
pay yearly unto the said Edward Partridge, bishOP of said church, or his 
successor: in office, for the benefit of said church, all that I shall make 
or accumulate more than is needful for the support and c()mfort of 
myself and family. And it is agreed by the parties, that this lease and 
loan shall be binding during the life of the said Titus Billing" unless he 
transgresses, and is not deemed wOl·thy by the authority of the chUl'ch, 
according to its laws, to belong to the church. And in that case I, the 
said Titus Billings, do acknowledge that I forfeit all claim to the above 
described leased and loaned property, and hereby bind myself to give 
baek the lease, and also pay an equivalent for the loaned [articles], for 
the benefit of said church, unto the said Edward Partridge, bishop of 
said church, Of' his successor in office. And further, in case of said Titus 
Billings' 0<' family's inability in consequence of infirmity or old age, to 
provide for themselves while members of this church, I, the said Edward 
Partridge, bishop of said church, do bind myself to. administer to their 
necessities out of any fund in my hands appropriated for that purpose, 
not otherwise disposed of, 'to the satisfaction of the church, And further, 
in case of the death of the said Titus Billings, his wife 01' widow, being 
at the time a member of said church, has claim upon tIle above described 
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leased and loaned property,upon precisely the same conditions that her 
said husband had them, as above described; and the children of the 
said Titus Billings, in case of the death of both their parents, also have 
claim" upon the above described property. for their support, until they 
shall becomeof age, and no longer; subject to the same conditions yearly 
tllat their parents wel'e; provided, however, should the parents not be 
members of said church and in possession of the above described property 
at the time of their deaths, the claim of the children as above described, 
is null and void. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals this ... day of , , . , in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight" 
hundred and thirty. . . , 

In presence of ,{ ::.:: .. ::::::::::::::::::::.:::: ... :::::::::::::':::::::::::::::::::.::::::: " 

Signed, { 
EDWARD PARTRIDGE. 

TITUS BILLINGS, 

-Quarterly Jow'nal oj Econo"mics, Harvard Press, November, 1922. 

The July issue of The Even"ing and Morning Star for 
1833, which proved to be the last issue printed in Independ
ence, carried a greeting from the elders stationed in Zion, to 
the churches abroad, which gives some idea of how the gath
ering was progressing: 

DeaT Bretht'en: One year having passed since we addressed the 
churches abroad on the situation of Zion, and the state "of the gathel'ing, 
it seems to be our duty, to again address the saints on the same subjects. 
Although you frequently learn through the medium" of the Star, our 
situation and progress, yet we indulge a hope, that a circular from us, 
particularly setting these things forth at this time will be received by you 
in fellowship. 

We have abundant reason to thank the Lord for his goodness and 
mercy manifested unto us, since we were planted in this land. With 
the exception of the winter season, the gathering has continued slowly, 
At present, we have not the exact number of disciples, but suppose that 
there are near seven hundred.-Include these, with their children, and 
those who belong to families, and the number will probably amount to 
more than twelve hundred souls, 

Many have been planted upon their inheritances, where, blessed 
• with a fruitful soil, and a healthy' climate, they are beginning to enjoy 

some of the comforts of life; in connection with peace and satisfaction 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



288 JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

of pure and undefiled religion; which is to visit the widow and the father
less in their afflictions and to keep ourselves unspotted from the world: 
This brings down the blessings of peace and love from our Father, and 
confirms our faith in the promise, that we shall see him in the flesh, when 
he comes to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that 
believe in that day. 

Here let us remark, that our duty urges us to notice a few letters 
which have been sent from this place by persons seeking the loaves and. 
fishes, or by such as have lost their standing among men of character in 
the world. In the letters alluded to are some facts: but the most of them 
are false. 

It is said, that women go out to work; this is a fact, and not only 
women, but men too; for in the church of Christ, all that are able, have 
to work to fulfill the commandments of the Lord; and, the situation in 
which many have come up here, has brought them under the necessity of 
seeking employment from ·those who do not belong to the church; yet, we 
can say as far as our knowledge extends, that they have been honorably 
compensated. And we are willing that the decree concerning mankind, 
thou shalt eat thy bread by the .sweat of thy. brow, should be fulfilled. 
Members of the church have, or will have "deeds" in their own name. 

One Bates from New London, Ohio, who subscribed fifty dollai:s 
for the purpose of purchasing lands, and the necessaries for the saints, 
after his arrival here, sued Edward Partridge and obtained judgment for 
the same. Bates shortly after denied the faith and ran away on Sunday, 
leaving debts unpaid. We do not mention this to cast );e·flections, but to 
give a sample of his work manifested since he came to this land. 

"No man that has consecrated property to the Lord for the benefit 
of the poor and the needy, by a deed of gift according to the laws· of the 
land, has thought of suing for it, any more than the men of the world,· 
who give, or donate to build meeting houses, and colleges; or to send mis- . 
sionaries to India, or the Cape of Good Hope. 

Every saint that has come to this land to escape the desolation's 
which await the wicked, and prepare for the coming of the Lord, is well 
satisfied with the country, and the order of the kingdom of our God; 

. and we are happy to say, that the inhabitants of Zion are growing in 
grace, and in the knowledge of those things which lead to peace and 
eternal glory. And oU'r hearts are filled with thanksgiving for the 
privilege of bearing this testimony concerning our brethren on this land. 

Do not conclude from these remarks brethren, that we doubt in the 
least; that the Lord will fail to provide for his saints in these last days; 
or, that we would extend our hands to steady his ark; for this is not 
the case. W·e know that the saints have the unchangeable word of God, 
that they shall be provided for; yet we know, if any are imprudent, or 
lavish; or negligent, or indolent, in taking that proper care, and making· • 
that proper use of what the Lord has made them stewards over, which is 
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their duty to, they are not counted wise; for a strict account of every
one's stewardship, is required, not only in time, but will be ill eternity, 

Neither do we apprehend that we shall be considered as putting out 
our hands to steady the ark of God, by giving advice to our brethren upon 
important points relative to their coming to Zion, when the experience of 
almost two years' gathering, has taught us to revere the sacred word 
from heaven, let not 'your flight 1)6 in haste, but let all things be prepared 
be/M'e you. 

Then brethren, we would advise, that where there are'many poor 
in a church, that the elders counsel together and make preparations to 
send a part at onetime and a part at another. And let the poor rejoice 
in that they are exalted; hut the rich in that they are made low, for there 
is no re;;pect of persons in the sight of the Lord.-Evening and Morning 
Star, July, 1833, p. 6. 

The gathering in Zion was brought to an end by the work 
of the mob on July 20, 1833, when the printing establishment 
and storehouse were wrecked and Bishop Edward Partridge 
and Charles Allen were tarred and feathered on the public 
square. Friction and violence increased until the Saints were 
driven from Jackson County early in November, taking refuge 
in Clay County north of the river. About twelve hundred 
Saints were driven out by the fury of the mobbers. Two hun
'dred three dwelling houses and one gristmill were burned, 
children left their blood-stained tracks upon. the cady Novem
ber snow and the plan to build the City of Zion in Jackson 
County was deferred for a season. 

The situation is described in a revelation received De
cember 16, 1833; Doctrine and Covenants 98: 

Verily, I say unto you, concerning your brethren who have been 
afflicted, and persecuted, and cast out from the land of their inheritance, 
I, the Lord, have suffered the affliction to come upon them wherewith 
they have been afflicted in consequence of their transgressions; yet, I will 
own them, and they shall be mine in that day when I shall come to make 
up my jewels. 

Therefore, they must needs be chastened, and tried, even as Abra
ham, who was commanded to offer up his only son; for all those who will 
not endure chastening, but deny me, cannot be sanctified. 

Behold, I say unto you, there were jarrillgs, and contentions, and 
envyings, and strifes, and lustful and covetous desires among them; 
therefore by these things they polluted their il1heritances. They were 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



290 JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God; therefore the 
Lord their God is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to answer them 
in the day of their trouble. In the day of their peace they esteemed 
lightly my counsel; but in the day of their trouble, of necessity they 
feel after me. 

Verily, I say unto you, l\otwithstanding their sins, my bowels are 
filled with compassion toward them; I will not utterly cast them off; and 
in the day of wrath I will remember mercy. I have sworn, and the 
decree hath gone forth by a former commandment which I have given 
unto you, that I would let fall the sword of mine indignation in the 
behalf of my people; and even as I have said, it shall come to pass. 

KIRTLAND 

As early as March, 1832, direction was received authorizing 
the organization of the Order of Enoch for the management 
of the affairs of the bishopric both in Zion and at Kirtland, 
Ohio. Such organization was effected with Bishop Newel K. 
Whitney in charge of temporal affairs. In the revelation 
given in Zion, April 26, 1832, Shinehah [Kirtland] was ap
pointed as a place for a stake, and the conference in Zion, 
~lay 1, 1832, made arrangements for stores in Ohio as well as 
Zion. Many Saints gathered at Kirtland and the work 
developed and grew even though the main gathering was to . 
Zion in Missouri. ' 

On December 27, 1832, a revelation was received provid
ing for the organization of the school of the p1'ophets and to 
prepare a house of learning, of prayer, of faith, of order, of 
God. The school was organized during the winter, and ses
sions held where room could be found. 

A revelation was given directing the ivork of the United 
Order at Kirtland, March 15, 1833. Doctrine and Covenants 
89: 

Revelrkiion to Enoch (Joseph Srrdth, Jr.) on the order of the church 
/01' the benefit of the poor, ,given to the saints in IGrtland, MWf'ch, 18S8. 
Verily, thus saith the Lord, I give unto the united order, organized 
agreeable to the commandment previously given, a revelation and com
mandment concerning my servant Shederlaomach, [Frederick G. Wil
liams] that ye shall receiYe him into the order. What I say unto one 
I say unto all. 
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And again, I say unto you, my servant Shederlaomach, [Frederick 
G. Williams] you shall be a lively member ~n this order; and inasmuch 
as you are faithful in keeping all former commandments, you shall be 
blessed for ever. Amen. . 

A council was ca.lled at Kirtland, March 23, 1833, for the 
purpose of appointing a committee to purchase land in Kirt
land upon which the Saints, might build up a stake according 
to previous direction. Joseph Coe and Moses Daley ,were ap
pointed to ascertain the terms of sale of certain farms, and 
Ezra Thayre was appointed to ascertain the price of Peter 
French's farm. On the same day they reported that the Elijah 
Smith farm could be purchased for four thousand dollars 
($4,000), Mr. Morley's farm for twenty-one hundred ($2,100) 
and Peter French's farm for five thousand dollars ($5,000). 
The council decided to purchase the farms and Ezra Thayre 
and Joseph Coe were appointed to negotiate the purchase and 
were blessed by Sidney Rigdon and set apart as general agents 
of the church for that purpose. 

On April 3, 1833, Frederiek G .. Williams was appointed 
by a council of high priests an agent to superintend arid em
ploy men to labor in the brick yard on the French farm, and 
Ezra Thayre was instructed to purchase the tannery of. Arnold 
Mason in Kirtland. 

A conference of high priests met in Kirtland, May 4, to 
take into considel'ation the necessity of building a schoolhouse 
for the elders' school or school of the prophets when it should 
meet again in the fall. Hyrum Smith, Jared Carter, and Rey
nolds Cahoon were appointed a committee to obtain subscrip
tions for the purpose of erecting such a building. 

Direction was received on May 6, directing the work of 
building up the stake of Zion at Kirtland. Doctrine and Cove
nants 91: 

And again, verily I say unto you, my friends, A coni:rnandment I 
give unto you, that ye 'shall commence a work of laying out and pre
paring a beginning and foundation of the city of the stake of Zion, here 
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in the land of Kirtland, beginning at my house; and, behold, it must be 
done according to the pattern wkich I have given unto you. And let the 
first lot on the south be consecrated unto me for the building of an house 
for the presidency, for the work of the presidency, in obtaining revela
tions, and for the wOl'k of the ministry of the presidency, in all things 
pertaining to the church and kingdom. 

Verily I say unto you, that it shall be built fifty-five by sixty-five 
feet in the width thereof, and in the length thereof, in the inner court; 
and there shall be a lower court, and an higher court, according to the 
pattern which shall be given unto you hereafter; and it shall be dedicated 
unto theLOl'd from the foundation thereof, according to the order of the 
priesthood, according to the pattern which shall be given unto you here
aftel'; and it shall be wholly dedicated unto the Lord for the work of the 
presidency. And ye shall not suffer any unclean thing to come in unto 
it; and my glory shall be there, and my presence shall be there; but if 
there shall come into· it any unclean thing, my glory shall not be there, 
and my presence shall not come into it. 

And again, verily I say unto you, The second lot on the south shall 
be dedicated unto me, for the building of an house ·unto me, for the work 
of the printing of the translation of my scriptures, and all things what
soever I shall command you; and it shall be. fifty-five by sixty-five feet 
in the width thereof, and the length thereof, in the inner court; and there 
shall be a lower and a higher court; and this house shall be wholly 
dedicated unto the Lord, from the foundation thereof, for the work of the 
printing, in all things whatsoevel" I shall command you, to be holy, 
undefiled, according to the pattern, in all things, as it shall be give,n unto 
you, 

And on the third lot shall my servant Hyrum Smith receive his 
inheritance. And on the first and second lots, on the north, shall my 
servants Reynolds Cahoon and Jared Carter receive their inheritance, 
that they may do the work which I have appointed unto them, to be a 
committee to build mine houses, according to the commandment which I, 
the Lord God, have given unto you. These two houses are not to be 
built until I give unto you a commandment concerning them .• 

And now I give unto you no more at this time. Amen. 

Great interest was taken in building "the house of the 
Lord" and preparing for the school of the prophets as may be 
seen by the following circular letter issued by the building 
committee on June 1, 1833: 

To the ChU1'ch of Christ in ... We feel under obligations to write 
to you as well as to all the brethren of the different branches; and we do 
this, that you, with us, may exert yourselves t() bring about the fulfill
ment of the command of the Lord concerning the establishing, or pre
paring a house, wherein the elders, who have been commanded of the 
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Lord so to do, may gather themselves together, and prepare all things, 
and call a solemn assembly, and treasure up words of wisdom, that they 
may go fort.h to the Gentiles for the last time; and now, in order to 
accomplish this, we aL'e directed, yea, we arc under the necessity to call 
on the \vhole church, as a body, that they may make every possible 
exertion to aid temporally, as well as spiritually, in this great work that 
the Lord is beginning, and is about to accomplish; and unless we fulfill 
this command, viz: establish an house, and prepare ·all things necessary 
whereby the elders may gather into a school, called the school of the 
prophets, and receive that instruction which the Lord designs they should 
receive, we may all despair of obtaining the great blessing that God has 
promised to the faithful of the church of Christ: therefore, it is as 
important, as our salvation, that we obey this, above mentioned com
mand, as well as all the commandments of the Lord. 

Therefore, brethren, we wrote this epistle to you, to stir up your 
minds to make that exertion .which the Lord requires of you, to lend a 
temporal aid in these things above written; and in order that you may 
know how to conduct the business, we will relate what we have done and 
are doing here. 

We have met in conference, and agreed to fOTm a subscription and 
circulate it through the churches; and also appointed Hyrum Smith, 
Reynolds Cahoon, and Jared Carter a committee to superintend this 
business, viz: of circulating subscriptions, to establish a fund to build 
a house, and to aid the elders to attend this school; and subscriptions 
are now in circulation among us, and our heavenly Father is opening the 
hearts of our brethren beyond the expectation of many; and not one 
brother among us, as yet, refuses to exert himself to do something as a 
temporal means to bring: about the establishing of this house, and school; 
and we say, may our heavenly Father open your hearts also, that you, 
with us, may gather together something to aid as a temporal benefit. 

Probably you had better call the officers of the church immediately 
together, and appoint some one to circulate a subscription, that each 
individual, after signing, may have a sufficient time to make preparations 
to pay what he signs, for it will be necessary, wberever the bretbren 
are, at a distance from Kirtland, that they exert themselves to send on 
their gift 01' assistance, as soon as they can to Kirtland; though they 
can, if they believe best, wait on those that sign until the first of Sep
tember, and then conect it and send it to Kirtland. 

These considerations we have written to you knowing it to be your 
duty thus to do; and may the Lord help you, to exel't yourselves with us, 
in raising the means to bring about the glorious work of the Lord; and 
may we all be kept by the grace of God unto etenHtl life. Amen. 

-Ti'mes and Seasons, voL 6, p. 770. 

HYRUM SMITH, 
REYNOLDS CAHOON, 
J AI(ED CARTER, 

ClYlnmittee. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



294 JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

On June 3 a conference of high p,riests at Kirtland ap
pointed thQ First Presidency eomposed of Joseph Smith, jr., 
Sidney Rigdon, and Frederick G. Williams, to draft plans for 
the inner court of the house of the Lord. The following day 
a similar conference took into consideration how the French 
farm should be disposed of. No agreement could be had so 
they inquired of the Lord and received direction by revelation 
the same day. Doctrine and Covenants 93 : 

A revelation to Enoch, [Jo,~e1Jh 8"rnith, jr.] showing the M'der of the 
city (I'r stuiw of Zion, Shinelwh, (Kirtland] given lOT a sample to the 
saints in Kirtland, June, l8SS: Behold, I say unto you, Here is wisdom 
whereby ye may know how to act concerning this matter, for it is expedi
ent in me that this stake that I have set for the strength of Zion, should 
be made strong; therefore, let my servant Ahashdah [Newel K. Whitney] 
take charge of the place which is named among you, upon which I design 
to build mine holy house; and again let it be divided into lots, according 
to wisdom, for the benefit of tho~e who. seek inheritances, as it shall be 
determined i.n cQuncil among you. Therciore, take heed that ye see to 
this matter, and that portion that is necessary to benefit mine order, for 
the pm'pose of bringing forth my word to the children of men; fDr, 
behold, verily I say unto you, ThiE is the most expetlient in me, that my 
word should go forth unto the children of men, for the purpose of sub
duing the hearts Qf the children of men, for your good. Even so. Amen, 

And again, verily I say unto you, It is wisdom, and expedient in me, 
that my servant Zombl'e, [John Johnson] whose offering I have accepted, 
and whose prayers I have heard, unto. whom! give.a promise of eternal 
life, inasmuch as he keepeth my commandments from henceforth; for he 
is a descendant of Seth, and a YJartaker of the blessings of the promise 
made unto his fathers. Verily I say unto. you, It is expedient in me that 
he should become a membel' of the order, that he may assist in bringing 
forth my word unto the children of men; therefore ye shall ordain him 
unto this blessing; and he shall seek diligently to take away incum
brances,. that are upon the house named among you, that he may dwell' 
therein. Even so. Amen. 

This direction assisted the brethren more easily to dis
pose of the work of the Order of -Enoch, and they settled 
Bishop Newel K. Whitney in charge of the French farm with 
directions to the order to divide it into lots for inheritances 
as should be determined in council among them. 

Work on the house of the Lord was. begun at once under 
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the direction of tbe building committee previously appointed. , 
viz, Hyrum Smith, Jared Carter, and Reynolds Cahoon. Un
der date of June 25, 1833, Joseph Smith, jr. wrote W. W. 
Phelps at Independence, Missouri, in which he said: 

Kirtland, the stake of Zion is strengthening continually. When the 
enemies look at her, they wag their heads and march along. We antici
pate the day when the enemies will have :fled away and be far from us.
Times and Seasons; vol. 6, p. 800. 

Under the same date the Presidency jointly wrote the 
brethren in Zion from Kirtland, from which we quote, indi
cating the strength and courage of the Saints at Kirtland: 

The number of disciples in Kirtland is above one hundred and 
fifty. We have commenced building the house of the 'Lord, in this place, 
and it goes on rapidly. Good news fl'om the east and south, of the suc
cess of the laborers is often saluting our ears. A general time of health 
among us; families all well: and day and night we pray for the salva
tion of Zion.-Times and Seasons, vol. 6, 'p. 8'01. 

,on July 23, 1833, the corner stone of the house of the 
Lord in Kirtland was laid with solemn ceremonies and thanks
giving, but all was not perfect at Kirtland. They too had 
their troubles with covetous and self-willed brethren as well 
as Zion, as is indicated by revelation given August 6, 1833, 
Doctrine and Covenants, section 95, in which We find the 
following rebuke: 

Behold, I, the Lord, am not well pleased with man.y who are in the 
church at Kirtland, for they do not forsake their sins, and their wicked 
ways, and pride of their hearts, ana their covetousness, and all their 
detestable things, and observe the words of wisdom and eternal life which' 
I have given unto them. Verily'I say unto you, that I, the Lord, will 
chasten them and will do whatsoever I list., if they do not repent and 
observe all things whatsoever I have said unto them. And again, I say 
unto you, If ye observe to do whatsoever I command you, I, the Lord, 

, will turn away all wrath and indignation from you, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against you. 

On September 11, 1833 a council at Kirtland took the fol
lowing action relating to work of the literary concerns of the 

, church. 
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Resolved, unanimously, that a press 'be established, and conducted 
under the firm of F. G. Williams & Co. 

Resolved, that the 'above firm publish a paper, as soon as arrange
ments can be made, entitled the "Latter-Day Saints Messenger and Advo
cate." 

Resolved, also, that the Star, formerly published in Jackson County, 
Missouri, by the firm of W. W. Phelps & Co., be printed in this place by 
the firm of F. G. Williams & Co.; and to be conducted by Oliver Cowdery, 
one of the members of the firm, until it is transferred to its former 
location.-Times and Seasons, vol. 6, p. 850. 

The first of December, Elder Oliver Cowdery and Bishop 
Newel' K. Whitney arrived at Kirtland with a new press and 
type and began preparations for the renewal of the publica
tion of the Evening and Morning StaT. The first proof sheets 
of the reprinted StaT was printed December 18, on the same 
day the publishing plant was dedicated to the Lord. 

The New Year, 1834, found the Saints at Kirtland, as well 
as the Saints in Missouri, in dire straits. The Order of 
Enoch at Kirtland was deeply in debt and the church was 
beset by persecution and mob violence so that the greatest 
courage was required to go forwar~ with the work of building 
the temple, publishing the papers, and the work of the order. 
On. January 11, Joseph Smith, jr., Frederick G. Williams, 
Newel K. Whitney, John Johnson, Oliver Cowdery, and Orson 
Hyde; united in prayer asking-

That the Lord would grant that our lives might be precious in his 
sight, that he would watch over our persons, and give his angels charge 
concerning us and our families, that no evil nor unseen hand might be 
permitted to harm us. 

That'the Lord would also hold the lives of all the united order, and 
not suffer that any of them shall be taken. 

That the Lord would ~rant that BrotherJ oseph might prevail over 
his enemy, even Doctor Hurlbut, who has threatened his life, whom 
Joseph has caused to be taken w~th a precept; that the Lord would fill 
.the heart of the court with a spirit to do justice, and cause that the law 
of the land may be magnified in bringing him to justice. 

That the Lord would provide in the o.rder of hi!? providence, the 
bishop of this church with means sufficient to discharge every debt. that 
the order owes, fn due season, that the church may not be brought into 
disrepute and the saints be afflicted by the hands of their enemies. 
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That the Lord woulrl protect our printing press from the hands of 
evil men, and give us means to send forth his record even his gospel, 
that the ears of all may hear it, and also that we may print his scrip
tures; and al.so that he would give those, who were appointed to conduct 
the press, wisdom sufficient, that the cause may not be hindered, but that 
men's eyes may thereby be opened to see the truth. 

That the Lord would deliver Zion, and gather in his scattered 
people to possess it in peace; and also, while in their dispersion, that he 
would provide for them that they perish not by hunger or cold; and 
finally, that God, in the name of Jesus, would gather his elect speedily 
and unveil his face, that his saints might behold his glory, and dwell 
with him. . Amen.-Times and Seasons, vol. 6, p. 963. 

On April 10, 1834, a council of the United Order agreed 
that the order should be dissolved, and each one have his 
stewardship set off to him. Difficulty had arisen over the 
Dnited Order carrying the responsibility of the order organ
ized by the brethren in Zion which by their expulsion from 
Jackson County had rendered it inoperative. 

A council was held at Kirtland, April 23, 1834, .to consider 
temporal affairs. A revelation was received directing what 
should be done with the property of the order. Doctrine and 
Covenants 101: 

ReveluHIYY/. gi't'en to Enoch [Joseph Smith] concer-ning the order of 
the Cluwch fo'/' the benefit of the poor'. Verily I say unto you, my 
friends, I give unto you counsel and a commandment, concerning aU the 
properties which belong to the order, which I commanded to be organized 
and established, to be an united order, and an everlasting order for the 
benefit of my church, and for the salvation of men until I come, with 
promise immutable and unchangeable, that inasmuch as those whom I 
commanded were faiLhful, they should be blessed with a multiplicity of 
blessings; but inasmuch as they were not faithful, they were nigh unto 
cursing. Therefore, inasmuch as some of my servants have not kept the 
commandment, but have broken the covenant, by covetousness and with 
feigned words, I have cursed them with a very sore and grievous curse; 
for I, the Lord, have decreed in my heart, that inasmuch as any man, 
belonging to the order, shall be found a transgressor; or, in other words, 
shall break the covenant with which ye are bound, he shall be cursed in 
his life, and shall be trodden down by whom I will, for I, the Lord, am 
not to be mocked in these things; and all this that the innocent among 
you, may not be condemned with the unjust; and that the guilty among 
you may not escape, because I, the Lord, have promised unto you a crown 
of glory at my right hancl. Therefore, inasmuch as you are found tl'ans-
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gressors, ye cannot escape my wrath in your lives; inasmuch as ye are 
cut off by transgression, ye cannot escape the buff'etings of Satan until 
the day of redemption. ' 

And now I give unto you power from this very hour, that if any 
man among you, of the order, is found a transgressor, arid repenteth not 
of the evil, that ye shall deliver him over unto the buffetings of Satan; 
and he shall not have power to bring evil upon you. It is wisdom in me; 
therefore, a commandment I give unto you, that ye shall organize your
selves, and appoint every man his stewardship, that every man may give 
an account unto me of the stewardship which is appointed unto him; 
for it is expedient that I, the Lord, should make every man "accountable, 
as stewards over earthly blessings, which I have made and prepared for 
my creatures. I, the Lord, stretched out' the heavens, and builded the 
earth as a very handy work; and all things therein are mine; and it is 
my purpose to provide for my saints, for all things are mine; but it 
must needs be done in mine own way; and, behold, this is the way, that 
I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my saints: that the poor shall 
be exalted, in that the rich are made low; for the earth is full, and there 
is enough and to spare; yea, I prepared all things, and have given unto 
the children. of men to be agents unto themselves. Therefore, if any 
man shall take of the abundance which I have made, and impart not his 
portion, according to the law of my gospel, unto the poor, and the needy, 
he shall, with the wicked, lift up his eyes in hell, being in torment .. 

And now, verily I' say unto you, concerning the properties of the 
order: Let my servant Pelagoram [Sidney Rigdon] have appointed unto 
him the place where he now resides, and the lot of Tahhanes, [the tan
nery] for his stewardship, for his SUPPOlt while he is laboring in my 
vineyard, even as I will when I shall command him; and. let all things 
be done according to counsel of the order, and united consent, or voice 
of the order, which dwell in the land of Shinehah [Kirtland]. And this 
stewardship and blessing, I, the Lord, confer upon my servant Pelagoram, 
[Sidmly Rigdon] for a blessing upon him, and his seed after him, and 
I will multiply blessings upon him, inasmuch as he shall be humble 
before me. 

And again, let my.servant Mahemson [Martin Harris] have ap
pointed unto him for his stewardship, the lot of land which my servant 
Zombre [John Johnson] obtained in exchange for his former inheritance, 
for him and his seed after him; and inasmuch as he is faithful, I will 
multiply blessings upon him and his seed after him. :And let my servant 
Mahemson [Martin Harris] devote his moneys for the proclaiming of 
my words, according as my servant Gazelam [Joseph Smith, jr.] shall 
direct. 

And again, let my servant Shedel'laomach [Frederick G. Williams] 
have the place upon which he now dwells. And let my servant Olihah 
[Oliver Cowdery] have the lot which is set off joining the house which is 
to be for the Laneshine-house, [printing office] which is lot number <me; 
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and also the lot upon which his father resides. And let my servant 
.. Shederlaomach [Frederick G. Williams] and Olihah [Oliver Cowdel'Y] 

have the Laneshine-house [printing house] and all things that pertain 
unto it; and this shall be their stewardship which shall be appointed 
unto them; and inasmuch as they are faithful, behold, I will bless, and 
multipJy blessings upon them; and this is the beginning of the steward
ship which I have appointed them, for them and U1.eir seed after them; 
and inasmuch as they are faithful, I will multiply blessings llpon them 
and their seed after them; even a multiplicity of blessings. 

And again, let my servant Zombre, [John Johnson] have the house 
in which he lives, and the inheritance, all save the ground which has 
been reserved for the building of my houses, which pertains to that, 
inheritance; and those lots which have been named for my servant OUhah 
[Oliver Cowdery]. And inasmuch as he is faith ful, I will multiply bless
ings upon him. And it is my will that he should sell the lots that are' 
laid off for the building up of the city of my saints, inasmuch as it shall 
be made known to him by the voice of the Spirit, and according to the 
counsel of the order; and by the voice of the order. And this is the 
beginning of the stewardship which I have appointed unto him, for a 
blessing unto him, and his seed after him; and inasmuch as he is faith
ful, I will multiply a multiplicity of blessings upon him. 

And again, let my servant Ahashdah [N. K. Whitney) have ap
pointed unto him, the houses and lot where he now resides, and the lot and 
building on which the Ozondah [mercantile establishment] stands; and 
also the lot which is on the corner south of the Ozondah; [mercantile 
establishment] and also the lot on which the Shule [ashel'Y] is situated; 
and aU this I have appointed unto my servant Ahashdah, [N. K. Whit
ney] for his stewardship, for a blessing upon him and his seed after him, 
for the benefit of the Ozondah [mercantile establishment] of my order, 
which I have established for my stake; in the land of Shinehah; [Kirt
land] yea, verily this is the stewardship which I have appointed unto my 
servant Ahashdah; [N. K. Whitney] even this whole Ozondah [mercan
tile] establishment, him and his agent, and his seed after him; and 
inasmueh as he is faithful in keeping my commandments, which I have 
given unto him, I will multiply blessings upon him, and his seed after 
him, even a multip.)icity of blesRings. 

And again, let my servant Gazelam [Joseph Smith, jr.} 1)ave 
appointed unto him, the lot which is laid off for the building of my house, 
which is forty rods long, and twelve wide, and also the inheritance upon 
which his father now resides; and this is the beginning of the steward
ship ,vhieh I have appointed unto him, for a blessing upon him, and upon 
his father; for, behold, I have Tcserved an inheritance for his father, for 
his support: therefore he shall be reckoned in the house of my "erYant 
Gmlelam, [Joseph Smith, jr.] and I will multiply blessings upon the 
house of my servant Gazelam, [Joseph Smith, jr.] inasmuch as he is. 
faithful, even· a multiplicity of blessings. 
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And now a commandment I give unto you concerning Zion, that you 
shall no longer be bound as a united order to your brethren of Zion, only • 
on this wise: after You are organized, you shall be called the united order 
of the stake of Zion, the city of Shinehah, [Kirtland]. And your breth
ren, after they are organized, -shall be called the united order of the city 
of Zion; and they shall be organized in their own names, and in their 
own name; and they shall do their business in their ,own name, and in 
their own names; and you shall do your business in your own l)ame, and 
in your own names. And this I have commanded to be done for your 
salvation, and also for their salvation in consequence of their being 
driven out, and that which is to come. The covenants being broken 
through transgression, by covetousness and feigned words; therefore, you 
are dissolved as a united order with your brethren, that you are not 
bound only up to this hour" unto them, only on this wise, as I said, by 
loan, as shall be agreed by this orqer, in council, as your 'circumstances 
will admit, and the voice of the council direct. 

And again, a commandment I give unto you concerning youl' stew
ardship which I have appointed unto you; behold, all these properties are 
mine, or else your faith is vain, and ye are found hypocrites, and the 
covenants which ye have made unto me are broken; and if the properties 
are mine then ye are stewards, otherwise ye are no stewa,rds. But verily 
I say unto you, I have appointed unto you to be stewards over mine 
house, even stewards indeed; and for this purpose I have commanded you 
to organize yourselves, even to shinelah [print] my words, the ful1ness 
of my scriptures, the revelations which I have given unto you, and which 
I shall hereafter, from time to time, give unto you, for the purpose of 
building up my church and kingdom on the earth, and to prepare my 
people for the time when I shall dwell with them, which is nigh at hand. 

And ye shall prepare for yourselves a place for a treasury. and 
consecrate it unto my name; and ye shall appoint one among you to 
keep the tl'easury, and he shall be ordained unto this blessing; and there 
shall be a seal upon the treasury, and all the sacred things shall be 
delivered into the treasury, and no man among you shall call it his own, 
or any part of it, for it shall belong to you all with one accord i and I 
give it unto you from this very hour; and now see to it, that ye go to and 
make use of the stewardship which I have appointed unto you, exclusive 
of the sacred things, for the purpose of shinelane [ptinting] these sacred' 
things, as I have said, and the avails of the sacred things shall be had in 
the treasury, and a seal shall be upon it, and it shall not be used or taken 
out of the treasury by anyone, neither shall the seal be loosed which shall 
be placed upon it, only by the voice of the order, or by commandment. 
And thus shall yepreserve all the avails of the sacred things in the 
ti-easury. fOl" sacred and holy purposes; and this shall be called the sacred 
treasury of the Lord; and a seal shall be kept upon it, that it may be 
holy and consecrated unto the Lord. 

And again, there shall be another treasury prepared and a treas-
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urer appointed to keep the treasury, and a seal shaH be placed upon it; 
and all moneys that you receive in your stewardships, by improving upon 
the properties which I have appointed unto you, in houses or in lands, 
or in cattle, or in all things save it be the holy and sacred writings, which 
I have reserved unto myself for holy and sacred purposes, shall be cast 
into the treasury as fast as you receive moneys, by hundreds or by fifties, 
'or by twenties, or by tens, or by fives, or in other words, if any man 
among you obtain five talents [dollars] let him cast them into the tl:eas
ury; or if he obtain ten, or twenty, or fifty, or an hundred, let hUn do 
likewise; and let not any man among you say that it is his own, for it 
shall not be called his, nor any part of it; and there shall not any part of 
it be used, or taken out of the treasury, only by the voice and common 
consent of the order. And this shall be the voice and common consent 
of the order: that any man among you, say unto the ti:'easurer, I have 
need of this to help me in my stewardship; if it be five talents [dollars] 
or if it be ten talents [dollars] or twenty, or fifty, or an hundred, the 
treasurer shall give unto him the sum which he requires, to help him in 
his stewardship, until he be found a transgressor and it is manifest before 
the council of the order plainly, that he is an unfaithful and an unwise 
steward; but so' long, as he is in full fellowship, and is faithful, and wise 
in his stewardship, this shall be his token unto the treasurer that the 
treasurer shall not withhold. But in case of transgression the treasurer 
shall be subject 'unto the counsel and voice of the order. And in case the 
treasurer is found an unfaithful, and an unwise steward, he shall be 
subject to the counsel and voice of the order, and shall be removed out of 
his place, and another shall be appointed in his stead. 

And again, verily I say unto you, concerning your debts, Behold, it 
is my will tflRt you ,should pay all your debts; and it is my will that 
you should humble yourselves before me, and obtain this blessing by your 
diligence and humility, and the prayer of faith; and inasmuch as you 
are diligent and humble, and exercise the prayer of faith, behold, I will 
soften the hearts of those to whom you are in debt, until I shall send 
means unto you for your deliverance. Therefore write speedily unto 
Cainhannoch, [New York] and write according to that which shall be 
dictated by my Spirit, and I will soften the hearts of those to whom you 
are in debt, that it shall be taken away out of their minds to bring 
affliction upon you. And inasmuch as ye are humble and faithful and 
call on my name, behold, I will give you the victory. I give unto you a 
promise, that you shall be delivered, this once, out of your bondage; 
inas!)'l1::u'~cJj:"you obtain a chance to loan money by hundreds, or thou
sands, even until you shall loan enough to deliver yourselves from 
bt,'udage, it is your privilege, and pledge the properties which I have put 
iI;to your hands, this once, by giving your names,. by common consent, or 
o'cherwise, as it shall seem good unto you. I give unto you this privilege, 
this once, and, behold, if you proceed to do the things which I have laid 
boefore you, according to my commandments, aU these things are mine, 
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and' ye are my stewards, and the master will not suffer his house to be 
broken up. Even so. Amen. 

This direction provided for the dissolution of the obliga
tion between the order in Kirtland and the order in Zion which 
by reason of the expulsion from Jackson County was now in
operative. Early' in May most of the men left Kirtland to 

. assi~t the brethren in Zion. Joseph Smith, jr., and some of 
the leading men of the church returned to Kirtland. early in 
August. Work on the house of the Lord w.as continued with 
zeal; every man consecrating either of his time as a laborer 
or his means for the support of those who did labor. 

When the work was begun on the house of the Lord there 
were about one hundred fifty Saints at Kirtland. By, the fall 
of 1835 there were about six hundred in Kirtland' and four 
hundred more in the vicinity. The winter of 1835-36 was 
devoted almost entirely to the school of the' prophets and the 
completion of the house of the Lord. 

The house of the Lord, or temple as it was familiarly 
called, was completed late in March, 1836, at a cost of about 
thirty thousand dollars. It was dedicated with solemn cere
monies March 27, a monument to the devotion and 'Sacrifice of 
the Saints at Kirtland and the brethren scattered abroad. 
This stupendous task could not have been accomplished had 
it not been for the consecration of the several stewards who 
conducted the business of the community at Kirtland. Each 
steward conducted his business, whether the mill, the tannery, 
the storehouse, the ashery, the quarry, the farms or any other 
business, and supplied his needs and just wants of himself 
and family. The remainder ?f his earnings was consecrated 

tothe task of building the temple from July, 1833, to MHch; 
1836. 

" 

Following the dedication of the temple the elders scat .. 
tered abroad and preached everywhere the restored gospel. 

Bishop Newel K. Whitney and counselors set forth the 
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situation at Kirtland in a very clear manner in an appeal to 
the Saints abroad, bearing date September 18, 1837, from 

which we quote: 

It is a fact well known that the Saints in the city of Kirtland have 
been called to endure great affliction for the truth's sake, and to bear a 
heavy burden in order that the foundation of the kingdom of God might 
be laid on a sure and certain basis, so that the prophetic vision of 
Daniel might most certainly be fulfilled, that this kingdom might break 
in pieces all other kingdoms and stand forever. The exertions of the 
enemy to prevent this have been very great; and through their great 
exertions they have given to the Saints great trouble, and caused them 
much expense. In .addition to this, they have had to publish the word of 
the Lord, which has been attended with, great expense. These things, 
together with building the house of the Lord, have embarrassed them very 
much; for when subscriptions failed they went on and accomplished the 
work of building the house themselves, plighting all that they had, 
'Property, credit, and character, and by these means accomplished this 
great work which is the wonder and admiration of the world. This they 
have done in faith, believing that, as the multitude of Saints increased, 
their liberality would abound towards those who, regarding nothing but 
the salvation of the world, have thus exposed themselves to ruin in 
order that the work of the gathering mig,ht not fail. . And besides 
all this there have been a large number of poor who have had to receive 
assistance from the donations of the church, which have tended to 
increase its embarrassments; and now so numerous are the Saints grown 
that it is impracticable for them all to gather to the places which are 
now appointed for this purpose.-Millennial Star, vol. 16, p. 86. 

FAR WEST 

Settlement was begun at Far West, Missouri, in the sum

mer and fall of 1836. The location seems to have been made 
by John Whitmcr and W. W. Phelps in August of 1836, but 
this work was subsequently call cd in question by the High 
Council in Far West. However the following minutes indi
cates the approval of their work: 

At a meeting of the High Council, at the committee store, Far West, 
June 11, 1837, John Whitmer and W. W.Phelps presiding, resolved by 
the council and all present that the building committee be upheld in the 
mercantile business, by our prayers; that Lyman Wight, Simeon Carter 
and Elias Higbee be upheld in conducting a leather store; that John 
Corrill, Isaac Morley, and Calvin Bebee engage in the mercantile busi
ness if they choose; that the right of no man shall be infringed upon, to 
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do as he choose according to the law of God and man; and that the above 
named men shall be upheld in purchasing goods as other men.-Millen
nial Star, vol. 16, p. 11. 

W. W. Phelps reports the progress of the gathering at, 
Far West, in a letter bearing date ofFal' West, Missouri, 
July 7, 1837: 

Our town gains some; we have about one hundred buildings, eight 
of which are stores. If the brethren abroad are wise and will come on 
with means and help enter the land and populate the county and build 
the Lord's house, we shall soon have one of the most precious spots on the 
globe; God grant that it may be so.-Millennial Sta1', vol. 16, p. 13. 

Difference of opinion arose among the brethren at Far 
West over the manner of holding property and conducting the 
business of the community. The mann~r in which this mat
ter was disposed of by a general council of the authorities in 
Missouri in 1837 is indicated by the following minutes: 

August 5th, the presidency, High Council, and all the authorities 
of the church in Missouri, assembled in council at Far West, and unani
mously resolved to go on moderately and build a house unto the name of 
the Lord in Far West as they had means, and appointed Edward Part
ridge treasurer, to receive all the donations and subscriptions for the 
erection of the house of the Lord; Isaac 'Morley to be his secretary. Also 
voted that the committee, viz, Jacob Whitmer, Elisha H. Groves, and 
George M. Hinkle stand until President David Whitmer goes to andre
turns from Kirtland; also, that the building committee of the house of 
the Lord have no store connected with building the house, but that every 
firm or individual that embarks in that business have, own, and claim 
property as their own private individual property and stewardship.
Millennict/ Star~ vol. 16, p. 54. 

This action does not seem to have been followed, as later 
proceedings would indicate. It however indicates the attitude 
of the party in charge of affairs in the absence of the Presi
dency of the church. 

On November 6, 1837, a council of the presidency of the 
church, some members of the Quorum of Twelve, and others, 
with the High Council, and bishop of the church in Missouri, 
decided to ask the proprietors of the corporation of Far West 
to change the streets so as to make each block contain four 
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acres and divide each block into four lots. And it was further 
decided that the building of the "House of the Lord" in Far 
:West be postponed until the Lord d~rected. On the following 
day a conference of the authorities chose Bishop J olm Corrill 
keeper of the Lord's storehouse in Far West. 

A general meeting of the ordained members of the chUl'eh 
at Far West transacted important business relat.ing to tem
poralities, as recorded in the following minutes: 

. FAR WEST, MISSOURI, November 10, 1831. 

At a general meeting of the ordained mentbel's of the church in this 
place Elder Thomas B. Marsh opened the meeting by IJrayer, and Presi-' 
dent S. Rigdon read the memorial of the bishop of Kirtland and his 
counselors, of September 18, 1837, to the churches abroad. He then laid 
before the meeting the subject of laying off' cities, of consecrating for 
public purposes, and for l'emuneratin:r those who lay them off, etc. When 
it was unanimously voted that all city plots hereafter laid off', after remu
nerating those for their Tabor who may be engaged in appointing and 
laying off the same shall be consecrated for the public benefit of the 
church, for building houses for public worship, or such other purposes as 
the church shaH say. 

President Rigdon then read the prospectus of the Elde'r8' Jout'YI,al, 
which was unanimously l'eceived. 

It was then unanimously voted that the persons present use their 
exertions to support said paper. 

It was then voted that the town of Far West be enlarged so that it 
contain four sections, that is, two miles square, 

Voted that Bishop Partridge and his counselors be appointed a 
committee to appraise the land adjacent to the present town plat and see 
that it is enlal'ged according to the above vote, pl'ovided the present 
holders of those lands will take such a price fm" the same as the above 
appraisers think wOlth; and that the same be then disposed of as voted, 
above.-Millennial Stew, vol. 16, p. 108. 

Considerable confusion followed the transfer of the town 
lots, etc., from John Whitmer and W. W. Phelps to Bishop 
Edward Partridge, resulting in a series of church trials in 
February and March, 1838. 

In July the Saints inquired of the Lord as to what was 
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required of them in regard to temporalities and were dire~ted 
in revelation. Doctrine and Covenants 106: 

Ret!ela,tion giren at Far'vVest, Missouri, July 8,1838. In answer 
to the question, "0 Lord, show unto thy servants how much thou 1'e
quirest of the properties of thy people for a tithing? 

1. Verily, thus saith the Lord, I require all their surplus property 
to put into the hands of the bishop of my church of Zion, for the building 
of mine house, and for the laying the foundation of Zion, and for the 
priesthood, and for the debts of the presidency of my church; and this 
shall be the beginning- of the tithing of my people; and after that, those 
who have thus been tithed, shall pay one tenth of all their interest 
annually; and this shall be a standing law 'unto them for ever, for my 
holy priesthood, saith the Lord. 

2. Verily I say unto you, It shall come to pass that all those who 
gather unto the lal1(l of Zion shall be tithed of their surplus properties, 
and shall observe this law, or they shall not be found worthy to abide 
among you. And I say unto you, If my people observe not this Jaw, to 
keep it holy, and by this law sanctify the land of Zion unto me, that my 
statutes and my judgments may be kept thereon, that it may be most 
holy, behold, verily I say unto you, It shall not be a land of Zion unto 
you; and this shall be an ensample unto all the stakes of Zion. Even so. 
Amen. 

. The Saints were much disturbed during the rest of the 
summer and were expelled from Missouri during the fall of 
this year. 

No further attempt was made to apply the law of conse
cration and stewal'Clships during the lifetime of Joseph Smith. 
The following extract from the minutes of the High Council 
in Iowa, held at the home of Elijah Fordham at Montrose, 
Friday, March 6, 1840, indicates the manner of its discontinu~ 
ance: 

President Joseph Smith, jr., addressed the council on various sub
jects, and.in particular the consecration law; stating that the affairs now
before C011gress was the only thing that ought to interest the Saints at 
present; until it was ascertained how it would terminate, no person ought 
to be brought to account before the constituted authorities of the church 
for any offense whatever; and was determined that no man should be 
brought before the council in Nauvoo till that time, etc. The law of 
corisecration could not be kept here, and that it was the will of the Lord 
that we should desist from trying to keep it; and if 'persisted in, it would 
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produce a perfect defeat of its object, and that he assumed the whole 
responsibility of not keeping it until proposed by himself. . 

He requested every exertion to be made to forward affidavits to 
Washington, and also letters to members of Congress. The following 
votes were then passed: 

First-···That this council will coincide with President Joseph Smith, 
jr.'s decision concerning the consecration law, on the principle of its 
being the will of the Lord, and of President. Smith taking the Tesponsi
bility on himself.-Millennia.l Star, vol. 17, page 615. 

TIlE POWER OF LOVE 

You may hammer ice on an anvil, or break it in a mortar. 
What then? It is pounded ice still, except for the little portion 
melted by heat of percussion, and it will soon all congeal again. 
Melt it in the sun, and it flows down in sweet water, which 
mirrors that light which loosed its bounds of cold. So ham
mer away at unbelief with your logical sledge hammers, and 
you will change its shape, perhaps; but it is none the less un
belief because yon have ground it to powder. It is a mightier 
agent that must melt it-the fire of God's love, brought close 
by a will itself ablaze with the sacred flow.-A. Maclaren. 
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AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

(Continued from page 245.) 

During the years 1884 to 1886, there were many articles 
published ill the papers in Sanilac and Huron Counties against 
the church. To all we replied where we were permitted to 
do so. 

Of one of those replies made by me, the editors of Saints' 
Herald say: 

By the Huron Times, of Michigan, sent us of late, we see a Mr. 
Somebody rushes into print to enlighten the world on the "Founder of 
Mormonism." This zea10us mortal revamps many of the stale and oft
repeated yarns hatehed up by Howe, Hurlbut, Kidder, Ellen Dickinson, 
Braden, et al, all avowed enemies of Mormonism. If he had the wit of 
a --, or the honesty of a Jesuit, he would know and admit that such 
parties crucified Christ, slew the disciples, perse~uted the church of God, 
lnassacred the Reformers, kihdled the fires of Smithfield, burned the 
witches in Europe and America, ostraeized and murdered the· Massa
chusetts Baptists and the peaceful Quakers everywhere, and that such 
have been and now are a disgrace to the Christian name, disturbers of 
society, and a foul blot qn the fair name of g.enuine manhood. . . .. 
Brother J. J. Cornish replied to this covert enemy in a manner fitting 
the occasion, a quibbler, and a-well, a person who need be converted 
from the error of his ways. The replies of Brother Cornish were apt, 
and breathed the forbearing and gentle, wise spirit of the Mastet."~ 
HeTald, voL 32, p. G20. 

June 14, 1884, the Michigan and Northern Indiana Dis
trict was divided, and the new district called Northern Michi
gan District. Bishop G. A. Blakeslee presided, but at the eve
ning service, when the district was organized, Brother Colum
bus Scott was in the chair, and recommended that they put in 
Andrew Barr as president of the district; but some wanted 
to know jf we were all supposed to vote for the one suggested 
by the chair. Why, no! They could move for some one else if 
they wished; but the wisdom of the chair is generally recog
nized. However, it was moved and supported that J. J. Cor-
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nish be the president of the district Now, thought I, I am 
young and have a great many openings in different counties, 
and can get around· among them more than Brother Barr can. 
I am also doing well out in the field, itnd while Brother Barr is 
on his farm, he can look after the district all right. Hence, I· 

. voted for him. But when the vote was taken for me, it stood 
a tie. Brother Scott seemed to be surprised, but said, "As I 
suggested the name of Andrew Barr, I will cast my vote in his 
favor." This made it all right,because I knew that I could do 
more out in the field than I could if I had the district to look 
after, but the next year they elected me president of the dis
trict. 

Shortly after our work in and around the Union Church, 
and the Miller, Leitch, and Barr Schoolhouses, word was sent 
that the people west of Ubly, at Flinn's Corner, would like to 
hear the gospel preached, and that if I would come ove:r: there 
I could no doubt get a good hearing. I went over and opened 
up at Mr. Flinn's shop, a place fitted up for meetings; also did 
some preaching in a schoolhouse near by. This is located on 
a line near or between the counties of Huron and Sanilac. We 
had good meetings, many attending. This is where Brother 
William Davis and family reside. Brother (Elder) Davis's 
mother, Mrs. Kile, Shiers, Thomas O'Brien, Flinn, and many 
others who for the first time heard the gospel. Sister Kile, 
after hearing the first sermon in the schoolhouse, at the dis
missal of the meeting stood in the doorway and in the hearing , 
of many inside and outside of the building, said, "Well, have 
we been deceived all these many years? but we have!!" The 
dear old sister, who had been·· serving God for many years in 
the belief of her forefathers, an honest old Scotch lady, now 
rejoices in the beautiful gospel of Jesus Christ as preached in 
former years .. 

While we did not have as much persecution her~ as in 
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some other places, yet we received some, and as usual fl'om 
those who claimed to be religious-those who should have been 
our right hand supporters in spl'eading,the truth among men, 
and obeying it. themselve~ and encouraging others to do like
wise, because it is an indisputable fact that there is no trl:lth 
presented by any other church but what the Latter Day Saints 
have it and preach it ; while on the other hand, there are many 
tru'thswhich were taught by Christ. and his apostles which 
Latter Day SaiI)ts are preach\ng, which arc not taught by 
others. 

A Mr. Chism, of the Disciple order, challenged me to dis
cuss the differences between the two churches, but we could 
not for sometime agree on the wording' of the propositions, 
and after refusing to discuss unless the propositions reild, as 
he wanted them, we parted with the understanding that· there 
would be no debate. 

I believe if a man will not agree to fair propositions for 
discussion, he will not be fair in discussion. 

Propositions worded about after this manner we think 
would not be unfair for anyone who believes that his church 
is teaching' the gospel of Christ, and is in fact the church of 
Jesus Christ, viz: "Resolved, That the teaching of the Church 
and organization," with proper rules and regulations, the 
same to be drawn up for the opposite church, each man affirm
inghis own church, etc. 

Finally Mr. Chism came back and l,tgreed to propositions 
about as above stated. We discussed only a very few evenings, 
and every few days we baptized some who attended and be
lieved the gospel. 

Some time after that, one Elder Keifer, a Disciple, came 
from Canada, and in one of our meetings read a proposition 
to discuss what he called "Mor:p1onism." This was in one of 
the halls in Ubly.I told him I would not discuss any such 
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one-sided proposition, but would be willing to discuss any 

fairly worded propositiol1, and accordingly drew up a set 

something like the above, one for each church, but he would 

not agree to this, hence there was no further discussion until 

the following year, when Elder Weeks, of the Seventh-day Ad
ventist Church, came to Ubly and did some preaching. He 
seemed very gentlemanly and friendly towards us, but the 
next night' after I left Ubly he gave notice that the following: 
night he would deliver a lecture on "Mormonism." Brother 
and Sister W. A. Sinclair lived near the village then and knew 
of the announcement. They sent their little girl on a train to' 
where I was, requesting me to be there that night. I was on 
hand to hear the lecture. The elder occupied well on to two 
hours, and then dismissed the meeting, telling the congrega
tion it was late and time to go home, etc., but as soon as he 
was through and dismissal was had, I asked the peop~e if they 
would be seated, saying I would make a brief reply to the 
statements made by the elder, especially wherein he had mis
represented us. By this time the elder had his books gathered 
up and started for the door, saying: "Oh, I guess they all want 
to go home; they have been here long enough and are tired 
out." 

I replied, uNo, they are not; they are anxious to hear the 
other side. Don't you see they are all settling down in their 
seats? I want you to stay, too, elder! I want you to hear 
what I say." By that time he had reached the door, and as I 
happened to notice that he had left his chart hanging on the 
wall, I said, "Here, elder, you have left your chart hanging on 
the wall." He then returned for the chart, but I saw that if I 
stood close to the edge of the left side of the stand he could 
not get the chart unless he pulled me right out of the stand, 
because it was so crowded that he could not get around the 
other way to get it. As I stood in his way he looked at roe as 
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much as to say, If you will just move over to the other side I'll 
take the chart down." 

I did not move, but said, "Just sit right there, elder, until 
I am through, and if I misrepresent you in any way, just say 
so," and I went right on 'with my reply. The elder sat there, 
and if ever I was glad of anything happening in my life I was 
then over the fact that the elder happened to leave his chart 
and could not very well get it until I was through. The people 
listened attentively, and when I came to those· things wherein 
Mr. Weeks had misrepresented us and our books and people, I 
did not spare him any. 

When through I said, "And now, elder, ifThave misrep
resented you, or if I have been unfair to you in any way, you 
now have the opportunity to reply; or if you have any remarks 
to make, make them." 

Mr. Weeks did not say a word .. I then stated that. inas
much as Mr. Weeks had acted so nice t.o me when I was here, 
but as soon as I had gone he gave out his lecture, "Now," said 
I, "I am ready t.o meet the elder on fair propositions and dis
cuss the merits of each church and see which one fills the pat-:
tern of the New Testament church, each party to affirm the 
doctrine of his own church to be in harmony with that taught 
by C~rist and his apostles, both in respect to doctrine 'and 01'

ganization." Elder Weeks made no reply. 

I then said, "Ladies and gentlemen, you can now see how 
easy it is for men to talk behind our backs about our people, 
but when we are on hand it is quite different, and if I had not 
been here to-night you would no doubt have heard many other 
statements made against the church which he dare not make 
in my presen~e. And now I wish you to look once more on 
this chart the elder left on the wall, which contains the ten 
commandments, the fourth of whic;lt they have time and 

'\ 

again challenged the world to meet them on, especially when 
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thel'e were no other ministers present, declaring that we were 

all wrong, and that we were wearing the mark of the beast, 

etc., because we were keeping the first. day of the week instead 

of the seventh day; and now I will accept his challenge upon 

the Sabbath question, and I dare him to take it up." 

But the elder never opened his mouth to say a word. 

We then dismissed the meeting, and on shaking the hand 
of Elder Weeks that night I said, "Well, good-by, elder, and 
when we meet again 1-" (pausing). Instantly the elder said, 
"'We'll be better acquainted." I said, "Yes, sir; we'll be better 
acquainted." Later I will tell you how we got acquainted. 

During the fall of 1885 I visited Hersey, Sherman, and 
Manistee, in the western part of the State of Michigan: did 
some preaching at each place. During the winter of this year, 
I again did some labor in Oil 'City and Inwood, Onta.rio. At 
the latter place I held a debate with Reverend Mr. Staples. 
Mr. Staples :resided in Oil City. but had charge of their branch 
at Inwood, at which place we held the discllssion, seven eve
nings on the Saints' Church, and two on the Methodist. I had 
preached in this place some time. previously, and some of his 
members were believing the gospel. The chairman of this de
bate was their class leader, and acted fairly all the way. 
through. 

It was at this debate the elder attempted to prove infant 
baptism, thus: "According to the statistics," said he, "there 
are at the present time an average of five persons in every 
household; the man and his wife, and three children. Now, 
in the case of the Philippi an jailer, it is said, that 'he and all 
his' were baptized. That shows that they were all baptized. 
Now it is possible that none of those children had reached the 
age of accountability, yet they were all baptized. But that 
there be no cavil over this matter, allow that two of them were 
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old enough to know right from wrong, the baby remain-s,anq 
it was baptized. Therefore I have proven infant baptism .. " 

In my reply to this I said that there are exceptions to al~' 
most all rules, and especially in this case, because they had , 
one child-it was a girl-had grown up and was married to ~ 
shoemaker and lived across the road from the jail. 

The elder, leaning forward on his chair, says, craning his 
neck; "Where do you find that, elder?'" 

, Said I, "Right on the opposite page from where youfoUlid 
that baby baptism! Now, ladies and gentlemen," said 'I~ 
"what did the elder prove from his statement ? Nothing: 
What did I prove ? Nothing. I .:lust gave you my story to 
offset his. Now what does the Bible say about it? 

"And he took them' [the jailer took Paul and Silas] the same houl' 
of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized,he and all his, 
straightway.-Aets 16: 32. 

"That baptism was not performed in the jail; as my 
brother of the opposite side says. He took them out of the 
inner and outer prison, where he could wash their stripes, and 
where there was enough water f~r baptism; then,' after the 
baptism was performed, the jailer brought them intohis.house 
and gave them a meal. . 

"And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before 
them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.-Acts 16: 34. 

"Now, if the elder does not see the point, (I know many 
of you can,) and attempts to make some other wild assertion" 
I will repeat that last clause over again: 'and rejoiced, believ
ing God with all his house.' That is all we ask. At eight or 
ten years, all were old enough to believe." 

About his sprinkling, 1 told. that people this: You must 
know t~ee things at least, before you can learn anything .. 
Then explained. God was speaking; to whom 7 Israel. What 
about? Sprinkling clean water upon them when he gathers 
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them back into their own land wherein their .fathers dwelt. 
(Ezekiel 36: 24-28.) Nothing to do with us at all! 

At intervals during the debate, I would talk with one, 
then another, to assist them to understand the faith. On-e: 
time the elder crowded in between us, saying, "Say, you are 
not swallowing that trash, are you 7" One of them said:' "Why, 
it's plainer and plainer, every night"; and I baptizoo.threeof 
his members during the debate! 

In one of his speeches he said: "I am sick of this :debate. 
I'll never debate with a Latter Day Saint again," and when it 
was over, he said, "I'm done with him forev-er!' 

I will say I never heard a man argue and labor so hard to' 
prop up his God as mentioned in his discipline, who is "'with
out body or 'parts." (Article 1.) . I tried to prove that God 
made man in his own image; he has been seen, and walked' 
and talked with men {(face to race," etc. I also ment~oned his. 
having hands, feet, eyes, ears, and other members of the body. 
Replying the elder said that God was "all hand, all power, all 
eye, ear/' ete. I then mentioned the mouth of the Lord. Well, 
if he didn't say, "God was all mouth"! (Isaiah 62: 2.) 

Before I close this, so as not to return to' it again I wish 
to add that a month Qr so later I arranged to come in and do 
s~me more preaching, and agreed to drop Brother Thomas 
Badder a postal card, stating when to give out announcement 
for meetings. I did so, asking him to announce meeting for 
Saturday night, and three times on Sunday. I arrived Satur
day afternoQn; th-ey were surpris~-had inquired for mail 
every day, but did not receive my card, so they concluded that 
as the party in charge of the office was opposed to us, he must 
have kept it back, as Brother Baddergot the card the follow
ing Monday after it lay in the office four days. "Well," said 
Brother'Radder, "no meeting now until Monday night, and 
we will give it out in the school." 
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"Oh, I can't stand that," I replied. "We must put in one 
or two sermons on Sunday. Why not go to Mr. Staples' meet
ing, and have him announce our meetings for the afternoon 
and evening." Brother Badder laughed, and gave me to un
derstand that he (Reverend Staples) would not do that. How
ever, in the morning we w~nt to church. After the sermon I 
arose and asked the elder if he would please announce an ap
pointment for me. 

Replying he said, "No." 

Said I, "Well, will you allow me.to announce ~t?" 
Replying angrily he said, "No, sir. Sit down, or I'll have 

you arrested." 
"Why, I am going to preach in the schoolhouse at 2.30, 

and 7.30 this afternoon and evening; but if you won't allow 
me to give it out, I'll preach there just the same!" This I con
sidered the next best thing to do, so as to get our meetings III 
operation. I continued there several days, baptized six more, 
and went on my way rejoicing. 

To comply with previous arrangements, I returned to 
Michigan. A debate had been arranged at Ubly between my
self and Mr. Chisholm, of the Disciple faith. I will sketch 
from the report I made at the time: 

We met in Mr. Pierce's hall, and the crowd was so large that there 
was not room to seat them; finally the proprietor gave orders that some 
must leave the hall, as it was sinking. Some said the floor had sunk four 
inches. We then retired to Mr. Sparling's hall. It was a larger and 
a more solid building. We organized by choosing Mr. William Coran 
moderator. Mr. Coran is an infidel. Mr. Chisholm proceeded to choose a 
member of his faith for his moderator. The two moderators chose a 
lawyer, Mr. John Craten, as chairman. Mr. Craten is a Catholic. There 
was only one proposition, viz: "Resolved, That the doctrine of the Saints 
as taught and promulgated by Joseph Smith, is right, and according to 
the teaching of Christ and his appostles." I affirmed. I put in thirty 
minutes, with good freedom of speech. Mr. Chisholm commenced by 
running down Joseph, taking all the old, worn-out stories to prove that 
he was a bad man. In the midst of this I arose to a point of order, and 
when the chairman asked me to state my point, I said we were not here 
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to discuss as to whether Joseph Smith was good or bad; but did he 

preach and teach the doctrine of Christ? I also said that if my opponent 

wanted to discuss the character of Joseph Smith we would draw up dif

ferent < propositions when we were through with this. The chairman 
agreed, and told him that we must stand for the agreement. I got in 
my second speech with good liberty. and God blessed me in the defense 
of his cause. But on his second speech Mr. Chisholm said that if he 
were not allowed to bring up all the books he pleased he would go no 
farther; thus ended the debate for that time. 

'There were present to hear the discussion, Elders A. Barr, J. J. 
Bailey, and Robert Davis. The next day we went five miles west of 
Ubly and organized a branch of twenty members. That night I was 
sent for, to come back to the village at once, as the people had induced 
the minister to go on with the discussion and take the Bible for proO'f. 
We met that night and had two half hour speeches each. He would 
not discuss any more, but seemed to be anxious for the people to vote 
as to who in their judgment had gained the points. I agreed to it. A 
vote was taken by a show of hands, but so few raised their hands for 
them, they would not allow them to raise their hands for me, but would 
be satisfied to divide the house. This was done, and the majority was 
on my side. This seemed to anger Mr. Chisholm and he declared that 
he would deliver a lecture on Mormonism the next night. I ,was on my 
feet instantly and said, "And I'll reply to his lecture the following eve
ning." And I did so, and out of all it ended in our favor. A sleigh load 
attended those meetings from Seagle, where I had, previously opened up 
the gospel work, and who were so anxious for me to go back and preach 
some more. I did so and baptized ten before I left them. This was on 
February 3, 1886. On the 4th of the same month I went to the lake
shore, six miles south of Sand Beach (now Harbor Beach) and organ
ized another branch of twenty members.-Saints' Herald, vol. 33, p. 134. 

The years 1885 and 1886 were stirring ones. Abuse came 
from the pulpits and through the papers; usually the editors 
were fair with us in those parts, in permitting us to make re
ply; and the people likewise, willing to see fair play, excepting 
in a community where they were nearly all' Christians (?); 
where such had control of public houses for preaching, we 
generally were excluded. What is the matter with them? 
None of them have a gospel principle, as taught by Christ and 
his apostles, but what we have; besides, we take up all that 
they leave out which was taught in ancient times. If they can 
be saved by obeying part, it will not damn us to obey it all! 
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They tell us that they believe in God; so do we. They pray; 
so do we. Some say, Be baptized; we say the same, and we 
say it is for the remission of sins to the repentant. (Acts 2: 
38.) They do not. We believe in the laying on of hands for 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. (Acts 8: 17.) They do not. In 
blessing little children by laying on of hands (Mark 10: 13-
16) ; they do not. We belieye in the spiritual manifestations 
of the Holy Spirit, such as were enjoyed by the ancient saInts, 
(Mark 16: 17); the majority do not. Also the same kind of 
officers, apostles, prophets (1 Corinthians 12: 28; Ephesians 
4': 11-13), etc.; they do not. Surely if the unbelievers in all 
those and many other things can be saved, our salvation will· 
be doubly sure by obeying and living up to them all! If any 
man, even an angel from heaven, would preach any other gos
pel, they would be accursed (Galatians 1: 8, 9) instead of be
ing saved. 

Having now several elders and priests in the church in 
the eastern part of Michigan, it came into my mind that there 
would be plenty to carryon the work and open up other places, 
so I would move farther west in the State and open up new 
places and get the work established north and west of Sagi
naw Bay. So I completed a Bible synopsis which I was work
ing at for two years at odd times, and before leaving Decker
ville I had it published. The printer was owing me some 
money, that, together with my home in Deckerville, when sold, 
was sufficient, and he took up the work of printing it; but the 
job was not verY' good, as his office was not equipped for book 
work, and did not give the satisfaction which we had hoped it 
would. 

Later Brother Henry A. Stebbins compiled the Compen
dium, with the references taken from the Inspired Transla
tion of the Bible. Still later Brother G. T. Griffiths compiled 
the Instructor, which was much better, being fuller and more 
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from various parts of the Bible, compiling them under differ
ent headings or subjects; thus making quite a ready reference. 
complete. These books had the subjects arranged with texts 
The reader may wonder how I could compile such a work, hav
ing had so little learning. I will answer. I procured two old 
Bjbles, nearly worn out, and after finding the verses needed 
for each subject, I carefully cut them out and sealed them on 
paper, in their order, and with pen and ink wrote the book and 
chapter where the readers would find it in their Bibles. In 
that way the subject matter was punctuated and capitalized, 
which I would not be able to do with my limited education. 

Two thousand of these were printed and sent out to those 
who purchased at that time. By them many were assisted 
greatly to find the references needed to answer those who 
asked them for a reason for the hope that was within them, 
as well as being a help to beginners in the pulpit. Those were 
sold Just a little over the cost of production, the only object 
being to assist others to advance this beautiful restored gos
pel. 

During the spring of this year I moved my family into 
Bay City, with the intention of doing some labor there while 
looking for a place to locate far~her west, that the work of the 
latter days might be opened up in the northwestern part of 
the State, that many others then in darkness might have an 
opportunity to hear, and, as at other places, men would be 
raised up who could carry· it to their neighbors, and thus 
broaden out and spread the gospel. 

I was leaving behind me several ministers, such as Barr, 
Rawson, Whitford, Green, Simmons, William and Robert 
Davis, Carpenter, Phelps, Most, Bailey, Delong, Birch, Wolvin, 
Cheney, Campbell, Pearson, and several others that I do not 
now recall to mind. I did some preaching in Bay City, bap
tized some, and also held a deb'ate with a Simite minister (un-
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der W. Sims, that man who wanted me to cast the Devil out 
of him), but it only lasted one night. It was a very tame af
fair. 

Among the number baptized in Bay City was my land
~ord and his lady, with their daughter. Sevei'al of the broth
ers who were ordained to the office of priest were baptizing, 
and at different times I was called upon to confirm them and 
thus we kept the work moving. 

One of my children, James, began to fail in health as soon 
as we went to Bay City. We think the water there was not 
good for him. I made up my. mind that I must get out soon 
and go further west, as I had intended. It seems, also, that 
the Lord had a hand in urging me to go, and when I came to 
Reed City I saw that two railroads crossed each other there, 
the Grand Rapids and Indiana running north and south, and 
the Flint and Pere Marquette running east and west. I con"'" 
eluded that would be a fine center; from there I could go any 
of the four ways, and no matter which way I went, I would not 
be so very far from home for a few years. About that time 
Brother James H. Peters came to my home in Bay City, and 
on telling him of my impressions he concluded that it would 
be a wise move to make. 

r opened up the work in Bad Axe in November of this 
year, and on November 26 I baptized six, three men and their 
wives. Near Bad Axe I held my first debate with im Adventist 
named Lilland, on the Sabbath question. Mr. Lilland had 
gone through their college at Battle Creek, Michigan. 

The debate took place in a schoolhouse called Canboro, a 
few miles from Bad Axe. He and Mr. Ostrander had labored 
there together, assisted by others of their faith. I had never 
been in that part of Huron County before. Brothel' F. P. 
Burnham, who resided near there, had attended their meet-

, ings, and seeing that many were being fooled by their preach-
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ing and that several were now working on Sunday and rest
ing on Saturday, he wrote to me about it, urging me to come 

and accept their challenge. Said he, "They dare and defy the 
world to meet them on the Sabbath question. They claim that 
Saturday is the right day to keep, and not Sunday." 

I went and found that they had been preaching three 
weeks and many were believing with them, but none had as 

yet been baptized . 

. Mr. Lilland affirmed that "the seventh-day sabbath as 
. given to Adam was binding upon man throughout all tirne." 

I denied. After a few preliminary. remarks, he said, "Now 
we are going to treat on facts: God created the heavens and 
earth in six days and rested all of the seventh day and gave 
it to Adam, and it was to he kept by man throughout all time." 
And putting his thumbs in the armholes of his vest and look

ing over his shoulders, he said: "I tell you, elder, fads are 
stubborn things." (Loud applause from the people.) 

He went on to tell us that all the prophets and patriarchs 
kept it, and God gave it to Moses on tables of stones to 8hm'" 
how imperishable it was. "Then do you mean to tell us that 
Jesus Christ came to kick over what his Father did? No!" 
Then he said that Jesus acknowledged the sabbath and en
joined its observance when he told them: "Pray that your 
flig'ht be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day." To 
seal the matter, John in 96 A. D. said, "Blessed are they that 
do his commandments [the ten], that they may have a right 
to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into 

the city." Then he claimed that he had proved it from Genesis 
to Revelation. I believe if Mr. Lilland said anything was a 
fad once, he said it twelve or fifteen times in his first speech. 
I was then called to the floor. Replying, I said briefly: "The 
three facts are three falsehoods. God did not complete the 
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entire work in six days, but on the seventh day 'God ended his 
works. That is a fact; the other is false. Then he rested on 
(not through) the seventh day. He rested the balance of the 
day. That's a fact. And that Adam kept it is not true, be
cause Adam was not made until long after that!" (Loud ap~ 
plamiefrom the people.) 

"The statement that God blessed that day and sanctified 
it and set it apart for man, is not so, for it reads: 'Sanctified 
it becau.se that .in it he had rested.' That is the cause. In it, 
not through it. Neither Adam, Noah, Abraham, nor any other 
man had or observed that day that we have any Bible proof 
of, until Moses, 2,513 years after the creation. Deuteronomy 
5: 1-3 says, 'The Lord made not this covenant with our fath
ers.' Then none of the ancients- had it. It was given to Moses 
for Israel, until Christ." (Deuteronomy 5: 22; Galatians 
3: 19.) 

During the debate I told him that I· would trap him. I 
said the ten cominandments was the added law. I read all but 
t4e last line or two of Deuteronomy 5: 22 and asserted only 

. what it said, and poor Lilland stepped right into the trap. 
Said he, "Why, the ten was not the added law. If it said 

that, why, he's got it." Then I readit all: " 'These words the 
Lord spake unto all your assembly in the mount, out of the 
midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with 
a great voice; and he added no more; and he wrote them in 
two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me.' 'If it said 

" that, why, he's got it.' It said that, MI'. Lilland, and I've got 
it !" (Cheers and applause.) 

"God made known that law verbally to Moses on their 
way out. [Deuteronomy 5: 3.J Then a month or so later 
he gave it to them on tables of stone on Mount SinaL [Nehe
miah 9: 12-14.J Hence the statement, 'Remember.' Remem-
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bel' what I told you in Horeb on the way out., Not as Ad
ventists say, 'Remember the law given at' creation.' .Just 

think: Remember 2,500 years before they were born !". 

Mr. Lilland still denied that the ten was the added law 

cr that it \vas ever called a covenant. But that was the only 

law or covenant that we read of that was written on stones, 

and it is called covenant, "even ten commandments." (Deu

teronomy 4: 13, Exodus 3tj,: 28.) God told Jeremiah that he 

would make a new covenant 'with Israel, not like the old one. 

(Jeremiah 31: 31-34, Hebrews 8: 6-13.) It was a fiery law 

for Israel. (Deuteronomy 33: 2.) "And I will cause all her 

mirth to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and her sab

baths, and all her solemn feasts."-Hosea 2: 11. When all 

cease, how much is left? If that law was given at creation, 

how was it that Cain was not killed for killing his brother? 
Instead, the Lord put a mark on him, "lest any finding him 

should kill him." (Genesis 4: 15.) Moses likewise; but it 

.was not then given. When the man gathered sticks on the 

sabbath day, he was put to death. (Numbers 15: 32-36.) 
If they did any work on that day, the penalty was death. 

(Exodus 31: 14-16; 35: 2.) A sign between God and Israel. 

(Exodus 31: 12, 13; J:jJzekiel 20: 12, 20.) 

Let the reader turn back to the first Sabbath that was 

ever kept by man. They (Israel) traveled from Elim to Sin, 

about thirty miles, tired and hungry. They grumbled and 

murmured against Moses and Aaron and against the Lord. 

Finally the word of the Lord came. Quails came that evening, 
manna in the morning, and Israel was supplied. The manna 

fell one, t.,wo, three, four, five, six days. The next day was a 
sabbath. After it is fully established it is called the Sabbath. 

All other Sabbaths likewise. (Leviticus, chapters 23, 24; 
Exodus, chapter 16.) 
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Now run those days back the other way. The manna-fell 
six, five, four, three, two, one days. What would be the day 
before that? . -It would be the seventh day of the previous week 
-the Sabbath, if in force. Then, if in force,. they broke it. 
Penalty is death! And God the author of it all! Death for 
traveling that far. Death .for catching those quails. Death 
for preparing them for food, etc. But as there was no such 
law given, they broke nQ law. (Romans 4: 15.) Mr. Lilland 
dwelt long on Matthew 5: 17, 18, saying not "one jot or one 
tittle" should fail while the heavens and earth should stand. 
That is not it at all, but, "Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one. tittle shall in no wise· pass from the law, till all be 
fulfilled." (Matthew 5: 18.) There can be no change in it 
till all be fulfilled, whether the heavens and earth pass or not. 
Christ came ami fulfilled the law and made changes as fol
lows: "Thou shalt not kill," changed to condemning anger 
·against a brother. (Matthew 5: 22.) "Thou shalt not com
mit adultery," changed to, "But I say, whosoever looketh on 
a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her 
already in his heart." -Verse 28. 

"Oh, but," says Seventh-day people, "4e enlarged upon it, 
magnified it and he made it more honorable," etc. All right, 
thank you. Then he changed it, didl~'t he? This he dare not 
do while the heaven and earth last, unless it is then to be 

. fulfilled. 
Again: "Thou shalt not forswear thyself." But, .says 

Jesus, uSwear not at all." (Verse 34.) He knocked that one 
clean out. This dare not be done "until all. be fulfilled." 
"Eye for an eye" under. the old law. JesuS'says, "Resist not 
evil." (Verse 39.) Once more, "Love thy neighbor and hate 
thine enemy.'" (Deuteronomy 23: 6; Psalms 41: 10.) The 
Savior reversed that by saying: "But I .say unto you, love your 
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enemies." (Verse 44.) None of which changes could be 
made while the heavens last, "till all be fulfilIed:~ Jesus said, 
"The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
repent ye, and believe the gospel."-,Mark 1: 15. 

Christ is the "end of the law" for righteousness (Romans 
1O~ 4.)-the minister of a better law (Hebrews 8: 6) but his 
law is not in force until his death. (Hebrews 9: 16, 17.) For 
that reason when one came to him and asked what he might 
do to have eternal life, he told him to keep the commandments 
and to be perfect. "Follow me" (Matthew 19: 13-21) ; but he 
did not say, "Keep the seventh day"! If he had it would be 
all right until he arose from the tomb. So with the lawyer, 
but he did not tell him to keep the seventh day. Neither did 
he at any time tell anyone to keep it in all of his ministerial 
work~ so· far as evidence in the Bible is concerned; but the 
reverse. Jesus defended his disciples when the Pharisees said 
they had broken the law of the Sabbath. It was true, but the 
Savior knew that the old law ended anyway at his death; 

. so neither he nor they paid much attention to its observance . 

. (Matthew 12: 1-8.) 

In the case of the woman taken in the wrong: Jesus 
would have been compelled to say, "Yes, kill her. Stone her 
to death!" if the law was to continue. (John 8: 3.) But he 
nailed it to his cross (Colossians 2: 14), cast out the old and 
established the new. (Hebrews 10: 9; 7: 22: 8: 5-13; Gala
tians 3: 24, 25; 4: 24-31.) Oh, so many more! 

Peter said that Christ "hath given unto us all things that 
pertain to life and godliness." (2 Peter 1: 3.) Neither of· 
them said, Keep the seventh day. Paul said, "For I have not 
.shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God."~Acts 
20: 27. He left that old law and obeyed the gospel, to be 

saYed. 
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But for the benefit of the reader who m.ay be interested 
in the Sabbath question, know that the seventh-day Sabbath 
was a fixed date and not a fixed day; while since Christ the 
Christian Sabbath is a fixed day and not a fixed date. April 
(Abib) was the fil'st of the year for Israel. (Exodus 12: 2; 
13 :4; Deuteronomy 16: 1.) The fourteenth is the pa~sover. 
(Numbers 28: 16; Exodus 12: 6, 18; Leviticus 23: 5,) On 
the fifteenth begins the feast of seven days; the first . and 
seventh are holy cop-vocations, and no manner of servile work 
must be done in them. (Follow the references above.) All 
fixed dates, beginning at the same date each year, so are all 
the sabbaths, weekly, yearly, etc .. Just the same as our birth
days for Americ~ns, and first for Canadians-Fourth of July 
comes every day in the week as the years go by, so does 
Christmas, etc. Likewise the seventh day Sabbath, whatever 
day of the week comes the fixed date, every seven days from 
that will be the Sabb.ath for that year-every year likewise~ 

Mr: Lilland dwelt considerably on the statement, "For in 
. six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord 
blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it;"-Exodus 20: 11. 

What does he say he blessed arid sanctified it for? "Be
cause that in it he had rested." (Genesis 2: 3.) To be fair, 
we will admit that is one reason, but the principal reason 
given by Moses is this: "And remember that thou wast a 
servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God 
brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and· by a 
stretched-out arm: therefore the Lord thy God commanded 
thee to keep the sabbath day,"-Deuteronomy 5: 15, That is 
the principal reason. God did not bring us out of Egyptian 
bondage. We were never in Egypt. There were about 
twenty-six nations on the earth at that time, but only to that 
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nation and those who sojourned with them did God give that 
law, 2,513 years after creation-until Christ-about 1,525 
years duration. 

"For the law given by Moses, but grace .and truth came 
by Jesus 'Christ."-.John 1: 17. "Not under law, but under. 
grace." (Romans 6: 14.) Those two references should settle 
the matter. 

Again: No mercy unde!' the old law; transgression was 
death. (Hebrews 10: 28,) Under the gospel, very merciful. 
(Matthew 18: 15-17.) The' ten commandments were added 
(Deuteronomy 5: 22) till Christ Game. (Galatians 3: 19.) 

Mr. Lilland wanted to know 'if I wanted to kill him (when 
talking about the law being the schoolmaster). Said he, 
"After .the schoolmaster has done his work, my opponent is 
going to kill him." It was evident tha~ he did not understand 
that scripture. "Wherefore the law was, oUr schoolmaster to 
bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But 
after that faith is come, we are no longer under a school
master."-Galatians 3: 24, 25. There is no man in it to kilL 
The law itself was the schoolmaster, till Christ. Then when 
he came we were not under the law (schoolmaster). It made 
nothing perfect. (Hebrews 7: 19.) If it did, Christ died 
in vain. (Galatians 2: 21.) Christ is the end of the. law. 
(Romans 10: 4.) Let no man judge us then about the sab
bath whicl?- was only a shadow. (Colossians 2: 16, 17.) 

Mr. Lilland tried to make capital of Christ's statement:· 
"But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter neither on 
the sabbath day," (Matthew 24: 20) showing that H~ recog
nized the sabbath as an holy day, from creation to the end of 
the world. Can the reader find any sanctity placed on the 
sabbath; any more than on the winter?, Not any. Jesus was 
warning them for their physical benefit. If one has to flee to 
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the mountains in the winter, he will suffer untold misery.· If 
one should have to flee on the sabbath (the old Jewish institu
tion). he would have to jump over the gates or walls, (their 
gates were closed that day) thus breaking their decayed law 
(Hebrews 8: 13) and bringing their anathema upon him. 
which in the end would bring imprisonment and likely death; 
hence the warning. ~jThere were many other laws of equal 
duration with the sabbath, as follows: passover, Exodus 
12; 14; burnt offerings, Exodus 29; 42; incense Exodus 30: 8; 
atonement, Exodus 30: 10. 21; priesthood, Exodus 40: 15; 
Hebrews 7; 12; meat offering, Leviticus 6: 18. 

Reader, do not forget that all of those were to be observed 
throughout their generations forever, or while they lasted as. 
a nation, all equal with the sabbath. Still more: first fruits, 
Leviticus 23: 14; pentecost, Leviticus 23 : 21; feast of taber
nacles, . Leviticus 23: 41; oil of lamps, Leviticus 24: 2, 3; 
fringes, Numbers 15: 38; blowing of trumpets, Leviticus 
10: 8; and many other things, all of equal duration with the 
sabbath and none of which do the;v keep. That man who says 
that the sabbath is binding upon man now, but not the others 
as above mentioned. is under a curse. "Cursed is everyone 
that continueth not in all things [while it is in force] which 
are written in the book of the law to do them." (Galatians 
3; 10.) 

What, then, of the statement in Revelation: "Blessed are 
they that do his commandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the 
city."---';''Revelation 22: 14.' Why? Blessed are they who lived 
from Adam to Moses and kept his commandments. Blessed 

. are they who lived from Moses. to Christ, who kept the law 
governing in that dispensation. Blessed are they' who believe 
in,. obey, and live to the gospel as given by Christ and his 
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apostles-.:.the "everlasting gospel"-from the time he left 

until he comes again. In short,blessed are all in any and 
every age who lived to the gospel or law governing them in 
that age or dispensation. They will enter in and receive all . 

they are 'vvorthy of. 

lVIr. Lilland acted the gentleman all through the discus

sion. He started out very boldly. So many times during the 

first speech he mtmtioned "facts," but when I showed they 

\-vere not facts, he generally said, "Now it appears to me." 

And in my last speech I said, "Mr. Chairman, ladies and 

gentlemen, you will remember in the first speech about the 
elder's facts,but he never mentioned fads afterwards. In

stead he has said, 'It appears to me.' Even when it wasn't 
that way-it only appeared so." He was anxious to have a 
vote of the people as to who in their opinion had gained the 

victory. Only eight voted for lVIr. Lilland.For our side, the 
chairman smiled and said, "Oh, there are too many. I cannot 

count them." Poor Mr. Lilland turned to the wall and sobbed 
aloud. 

We had a line chairman who seemed to be fair on both 
sides. lVIr. Freeman was his name. He was a colored man, 

and lam credibly informed that he was the first colored man 
to be admitted and to go through college at Oberlin, Ohio. 

On September 10 of this year (1886), I was called to 
F~airgrove, Michigan, to preach a funeral sermon for the 

daughter of Brother and Sister Hanson of that place, and as 

was my custom I gave tracts to the passengers on the train. 
This time I had some of my own arranging, viz, on baptism, 
laying on of hands, resurrection, etc. The kind 1 was then 
distributing was little slips-one leaf-subject, "Resurrec

tion," a reference for one that took place at the time of our 
Savior's resurrection, and two yet to come, with a few hints 
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and references; I got aboard and found a vacant seat near 

the front of the car. Ticket being taken, I opened my satchel, 
took out some of the little slips, and started thus, "Have' one 

of my tracts, sir?" to the gentleman \,,~ho sat behind me; 
"Have a tract, ma'am?" to the next. Some would return my 

smile and take one. Others looked surly and turned their 

heads away. I passed by as though they were not there, wear
ing my smile just the same. After reaching the other end of 

the car and turning to go back to my seat, an old gentleman 
looked down the aisle and, holding the little leaflet in one 

hand, pointed to the first reference and said in a loud voice, 
"There's a lie on the face of it!" Oh, thought I, why did he 

say that? Here I am trying to help the people get the truth, 
and he is trying to throw discredit on it. I concluded that t 
would not let it pass by unnoticed. 

On reaching my seat and putting the balance of the 

papers in my satchel, I said in about as loud a voice as he had 
spoken, "What's a lie on the face of it'?" "Why," he replied, 
"a resurrection past! It's a lie!" By that time some of the 

men passengers began to crowd down to that end of the car 
to hear what each might say. Replying, I said, "Why, there 

is no lie there. It gives you the reference where you will find 

it in the Bible!" 
"It's a lie. I've read the Bible before you were born, and 

I know there is no such statement in the Bible 1" said he in 
almost a rage. 

Replying, I said, "Well, sir, you look to be a man old 

enough to have read that Bible before I was born,but I know 
it is there and, to settle it, I'll read it." 

"That's right," said two or three of the listeners. 

I read, "And the graves were opened; and many bodies 

of the saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves 
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after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and ap

peared unto many."--Matthew 27: 52, 53. 

"Y ou have it," said one. 
"That settles it," said another. 
But the old gentleman said, "Well, there weren't many 

resurrected, anyway." 

To that I replied, "What! are you so dull as that? a man 
that read the Bible before I was born?" I read again, spelling 

the word, "and m-a-n-y bodies of the saints which slept arose." 

Laughingly the spect.ators returnc'd to their seats, one 
saying, "The young man's got it." Another, "The old man 

didn't know as much as he thought he did." Just then the 

conductor came in. Instantly the old man was on his feet. 
addressing the conductor, "Say, conductor, I want you to put 

this man at the other end of this car or in some other car . I 
will not be annoyed 'by him." Being slightly acquainte.d with 
the conductor I said, "George, I was just giving out some of 

my little circulars, and he took exception to something and 

yelled out, 'There's a lie on the face of it,' and I proved that 

it was not a lie, and he's mad about it." 
The conductor gave me a wink and ,vent on. And I went 

on too! I told him he looked like one of those "almig'hty-dol-

1ar" preachers who dare not stand upon the principle of genu

ine mp.nhood and defend the eternal truth of heaven. but for 

the money there is in it teach for doctrine the command

ments ofmen-(vain worship!) and just as true to-day as 

when the Savior told it. (Matthew 15: 8, 9; Mark 7: 7, 8.) 

No \vonder Jesus asked: "How can ye escape the damnation 
of hell '?" (Matthew 23: 14, 33; Mark 12: 30; Luke 20: 47.) 

When I got off the train at Fairgrove. that man did like

wise, and preached the following Sunday. 

During the year while in Bay City, the home of Walter 
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Sims (the man who wanted the devil cast out of him), he 

learned I was preaching in the city and thought it best to 
publish a supplement to his paper, the Controversialist, in 
which were many scandalous statements regarding the Latter 
Day Saints and against the leaders of the old church as well 
as the Reorganization. Brother C. E. Mead (then of Bay 
City, now of Detroit) and I went to his church on Sunday to 
hear him, intending to see him at the close and to ask him 
to correct those false statements made by him in his supple
ment.Brother Mead and I seated ourselves about half way 
down near the center of the church. Mr. Sims took the text 
from 2 Timothy 2: 19, and read it thus, "'Nevertheless the . 

. foundation of God' -not . the foundation of Mormonism
'Nevertheless the foundation of God'-'not the foundation of 
that dirty stink of a prophet Joe Smith-'Nevertheless the 
foundation of God' -not the foundation of that old Book of 
Mormon dug out of the sand," etc. And of course by that 
time several' were elbowing each other, rustling and whisper
ing' and saying, "There's two Mormons s.itting over there!" 
We kept our f~es soher, scarcely making a move, while he 
had much to say about our people 'which waS not true. I made 
up my mind to talk to him after meeting was over, but the 
minute he dismissed his meeting he entered the vestry, slam
ming the door after him; then one and another pitched in 
arid, following their leader, .went on with their slander and 
abuse of us, the books,· and everyone who believed with us. 

Well, we had our own meetingS through the day, and on 
Monday morning I went over to SimS/'s academy. His aca,<i
emy was attached to his church.) On meeting, I told him that 
I wanted to have a little talk with him. 

"Well, I don't want to have any talk with you," he in
terrupted. 
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"Well, but Mr. Sims," said I, "you have slandered and 
abused our people shamefully." 

"Don't you talk to me that way, sir, or I'll put you out 
doors too quick!" . 

"But, Sims, you printed and circulated that supplemelit to 
your Controversialist, in which are many things .stated against 
us that are not true. Also in your sermon yesterday you did 
the same. Now, sir, I want you to apologize and rectify the 
same thl'ough your paper." 

'''Well, if you haven't got cheek !"said he. 
"Yes, sir," I replied, "1 have two cheeks-one on each 

side of my face. It is very necessary to have them to meet 

such men as you!" 
, "Get out of here or I'll kick you out ," (Raising his foot.) 

"Now, Sims, don't you pile onto a little fellow like me. If 
I grab your foot, you'll fall, and you'll fall heavily. I can get 
around twice while you are turning once. Well, to settle this, 
I ask th~t you allow as much space in your Contl'01}(3.rsialist, 

or give me the use of your church to make reply to ;your slan

derous statements· against us." 
Replying he said, "Well, if'You haven't got brass enough 

in your faCe to make a brass kettle!" 
And in reply as quick as a flash I said, "Yes, sir; I know 

it, and you've got sap enough in your head to fill it. It isn't 
good brains or common sense, it's just sap." 

I cannot now remember whether it was Brother Mead 

who went with me that morning, or ~rother A. H. Wiltsie, 
but whoever it was, when he saw that we were talking rather 

loudly, stepped outside, and now and then he would say to me, 
"Come on. Come on!" but I did not "Come on" until I was 
through with him. Mr. Sims persistently refused my request. 

I then went down town and explained the situation to the 
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editor of the Bay City Sun, telling him how unjustly we were 
treated; the slanderous statements that were made against 
us; Sims'$ slanderous article which he had published in the 
Sun, and the editor would no doubt l'emember it; and I re
quested him to give me space in his paper in which to make 
reply, This he granted, with the understanding that the 
article should not exceed two columns in length. I, as in 
other cases, being aided by others who assisted me on gram
matical points, wrote the article. 

Of this article Joseph said: 

, From the Bay City (Michigan) Sun, we see that Brothel' J. J. 
Cornish was. given nearly two columns in which to "thresh" a Reverend 
Mr. Sims of that place for his yarns, exaggerations, and "whoppers." We 
are glad to see that the best papers of our times open their columns to 
well-written, good-tempered articles by our. people in defense and in 
advocacy of their faith. Times have changed marvelously in these matters 
from, what they were ten, twenty, or more years ago.-Herald, vol. 33, 
p. 786. 

Following is an article replying to '~Veritas" who saw fit 
. to inform the public of matters which he knew but little. 

Editor Times: I wish to say a little in anSwer to Veritas' article 
under the above heading. It is true Smith did claim to have the adminis
tration of angels. (See Revelation. 14: 6-8.) And also that he received 
the book or plates which contained the recol'ds of the Book" of Mormon. 
(Isaiah 29:,1-20. Psalms 85, etc.) But, Veritas says, "The Mormon' 
Bible is not the Book of Mormon." I suppose he means the King James 
Bible retranslated or revised by Joseph Smith. Yes, there are two dif
ferent books; but he makes very light of it. He surely has not read it 
or he would not run it down. I will just give a few quotations from the 
two Bibles. I will, to make it short, write King James' version thus, 
K. J.; and Joseph Smith's version thus,!. V. K. J.: "And they heard the 
voice of the Lord God walking in the garden."-Genesis 3:.8. 1. V.: 
"They heard the voice of the Lord God, as they were walking in the 
garden." K. J.: "And it repented the. Lord that he had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved him at his heart~"-Genesis 6: 6. I. V.: "And it 
repented Noah, ... that the Lord made man on the earth, and it grieved 
him [Noah] at the heart." K. J.:' "Ye shall not eat of anything that 
dieth of itself; thou shalt give it unto the stranger that is in thy gates, 
that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto an ,alien: for thou art an 
holy people," etc.-Deuteronomy 14: 21. ,I. V.: "Ye shall not eat of 
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anything that dieth of itself; thou shalt not give it unto the st.ranger, 
... or thou mayest. not sell it unto an alien; for thou art an holy people 
unto the Lord thy God." K. J.: One night an angel "smote in the 
camp, •.. an hundred and four score and five thousalld; and when they 
arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses."-Isaiah 
37: 36. I. V.: "When they who were left arose," they found that these 
were dead, etc. K. J.: 2 Chronicles 21: 20, and 2 Chronicles 22: 2, makes. 
a man two years older than his father, but 2 Kings 8: 25, 1. V., shows 
his proper age. In 2 ·Chronicles 22: 2 the word "/0>1'11/" in K. J. reads 
"twenty" in the Inspired Version, thus agreeing with 2 Kings 8: 26. 
K. J.: "And the Lord plagned the people because they made the calf 
which Aaron made."-Exodus 32: 35. 1. V.: "And the Lord plagued the 
people because they worshiped the caIf, which Aal'on made." 

Vel'itas also says: "And he [Smith] also had the audacity to make 
changes in Christ's sermon on. the mount." True, there are some changes, 
as follows: K. J.: ".J esus was len up . . , to be tempted of the Devil." 
-Matthew 4: L "Then the Devil taketh him." (Verse 5.) "Again, the 
Devil taketh him." (Verse 8,) 1. V.: Jesus was led up to be with God, 
and the Devil came to him. The spirit (not the Devil) led him, and the 
Devil came to him, etc. K. J.: "Wise as serpents, and harmless as 
doves." (Matthew 10': 16.) I. V.: "Wise servants, and harmless as 
doves." K. J.: Many shall come and ·"shall sit down. with Abraha,m, and 
Isaac, and Jaeob, in the kingdom of heaven: ... and s11a11 be east out 
into outer darkness." (Matthew 8: 10-12.) 1. V.: "Many shall come 
... but the children of the wicked one shall be cast out into outer dark
ness," 

There are many such changes, but there are no ehange" in the 
doctrine; and the truthful man and woman who wishes to have the truth 
on their side will say that the translation of Joseph Smith is the best, 
or is an improvement The learned of 1881 agree with Joseph in some 
places, while other places are made no better than that found in the 
King- James Translation. 

And now, regarding the Spalding story, or Manuscript Found. I 
did s110w in my last that Joseph and Sidney were not acquaintod With 
each oiher until after the Book of Mormon was published, and as the 
manuscript will soon be in the market, read the story and also the Book 
of Mormon, and you will all conclude that the Manuscript Found is not 
the original of the Book of Mormon. Mr. L. L. Rice of Honolulu, 
Sandwich Islands, (not a Latter Day Saint), says: "Two things are 
hue concerning this manuscript in my possession-First, it is a genuine 
writing of Solomon Spalding; and second, it is not the origin of the Book 
of Mormon." . J. J. CORNISH. 

DECKERVILLE, September 19, 1885. 

During the year I baptized and confirmed seventy people 

and blessed about eighty-four children, besides administering 
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in the ordinances of the gospel and acting as president of the 

district: trying to advance the work of Christ to the best of 

my judgment and ability. 

I left Bay City and moved to Reed City, Osceola County, 

the last of May, and rented a small house into which we 

moved. And as we had not received more than fifteen dollars 

per month for the family, and nearly all of the. money for my 

home had gone into the printing and binding of my synopsis 

of the Bible, besides paying every cent to those to whom I was 

indebted, on arriving at Reed City, after paying our fares 

and the drayman, I had only forty-eight cents in money left. 

Our family was receiving only a small amount, and this mov

ing made extra expenses. VVe knew that our money was 

running low, but did not suppose that it would get so low as 

that before the next month's allowance would be due. So as 

usual, we, at OLlr family altar, told the Lord all about it, and 

prayed before we left Bay City, and that night in Reed City, 

that he would bless us as in the past. 

That night after we retired, the little mother said,"What 

will we do, John? We have only enough for the morning 

meal." Said I, "I don't know, but I think it will be all right. 

We have our synopsis advertised, and there will likely be 

orders come in, so it will be aU right. I'll manage it some 

way, little mother." 

During the night I dreamed that I went to the post office 

and two letters were handed out to me, and in one of th~m 

was a ten-dollar bill to help tide us over for the present. As 

soon as my wife awoke I told her my dream. We both believed 

it would be as I had dreamed. I arose, kindled the fire, and 

going down town found where the post office was located but 

it was locked. Just then a gentleman was passing who asked 

if I wanted to get into the post office. I told him I did. "Oh," 
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said he, "it doesn't open until seven o'clock." I thanked him 
and hurried home. We ate our frugal breakfast, and I then 
returned to the post office. I received two letters. In one of 
them was a ten-dollar bill for us. The letter which contained 
the money read (quoting from memory) : 

E..u;T LAKE, MICHIGAN. 

Dear Brother Cornish: Thinking that you likely have moved to 
Reed City by this time, I am impressed that you need assistance finan
cially. Inclosed please find $10 to assist you to meet the present extra 
expense. Yours, 

J. H. PETERS. 

The Lord knew that I was working for him, and that, 
too, with my "might, mind, and strength," ang that I had' 
come to that place according to our agreement (as I under
stood it) while I was in Bay City. I answered the brother's 
letter. Sometime later when I met him, he told me how happy 
he felt as·soon as he had sent it. And when. I told him. how 

. needy I was, he said, "I am glad to know it; not glad to know 
. . 

of your pecuniary circumstances, but because God acknowl-
edged me as his servant, and directed me to assist you." Thus 
we were enabled to move on without any distress of body or 
mind. 

Oh, I would like to mention many things that happened 
in the church work in those d~ys, which I think would interest 
the reader, but I must pass them by, and give place for other 
things which I think will be more interesting .. 

In the year 1887 ~I opened up the work in Bay Port, Michi
gan. The second night I dreamed I saw a large body of clear 
water, and at the edge I could see lots of lively fish swimming 

. around. I concluded I was at the right place. Jesus says, "I 
will make you fishers of men" (Matthew 4: 19), and Luke 
says that Jesus told them that they welle fishers, but "thou 
shalt catch men" (Luke 5: 10), and I made up my mind that 
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I would faithfully preach the gospel as tl~ey did. 1 would 
catch men also, and so 1 did. I not only caught men, but 
women, too. All told, -1 baptized one hundred and seven men 
,and women in Bay Port. 

I had not been preaching there long before I had opposi
tion, but being so accustomed to the actions of people wherever 
1 went, especially among most of those who claimed to have 
religion, 1 would think something was wrong if there were 
no opposition. Once in a while an infidel would pitch in and 
have something to say against religion; not our church only, 
but any and all religions that claimed to have God, Christ, and 
the Bible in them. But in this case, there was one infidel who 
simply wanted to down what he caUed Mormonism. He, 
J. W. Snell by name, had his say, and another man, a minis:; 
ter of the Methodist Church (the church of which Mr. Snell's 
wife was a member), whom they imported from Boston, 
Massachusetts, thought he would try to tear the work down. 
1 was telling some one about this incident at one time in the 
presence of Brother J. A. Grant, and he went on and men
tioned some things in it which I had forgotten, so I wrote to 
him the other day to prompt me in the matter. This reply 
will give a more complete account. 

I quote' all of his letter pertaining to this matter as fol

lows: 

SPRINGFIELD, OHIO, March 21, 1921. 
ELDER J. J. CORNISH, 

Senlac, Saskatchewan. 
Dear Brother.' . Your letter of the 7th inst. reached me at a little 

mining town called The Plains .... We are all well and I hope this 
may find you all the same. Now to the debate in the Pincomb School
house. Yes, your opponent's name was W. M. Davis. The chairman's 
name was W. M. Stapleford. He stood for fail' play in that debate. 

You first met Davis in a meeting of his on Sunday. You sat right 
up on the front seat near the pulpit (or teacher's desk). He said, "I 
have come from BostQn to debate with a man by the name of Cornish, 
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and I wonder if there is anyone here to-day to speak for Cornish." He 
repeated that a couple of times, when you arose and said, "I will speak 
for Cornish." Said he, "Are you authorized to speak for Cornish?" 
You said, "Yes." ""V ell, what is your name?" said he.· "Cornish." 
"Oh, you're Cornish are you'? 'Well, we will start the debate to-night." 
You said,' "No, I never debate on Sunday, much less start one on Sunday, 
and as I have appointments out for to-nig'ht and to-morrow night, I will 
be ready to start it Tuesday evening." This was agreed upon. Tuesday 
evening he took the lead. Occupied his half hour in telling how wise 
he was, and how little his opponent knew. Said he was master of seven 
different lang~ages and had, traveled from one end of the continent to 
the ot.her. "I feel I o\ve this audience of people an apology for app(~aring 
before you to debate with a man so much my inferior." Looking down 
at you he said, "My opponent can't read. He can't read his own Bible." 
You looked up with a smile and said, "I may read too much to suit you 
before we get through with this debate!" 

Well, after your first half-hour speech,he was not only fooled, but 
he realized he was beaten. He tried to find something in the Scriptures, 
but could not. You said', "You will find what you ·are looking for in such 
a book, chapter, and verse." Well, that confused him all the more, so 
when lw turner! to it he could not read it right. You said, "You are not 
reading that right.· Read it right, or I will read it when I get up!" That 
heat him so bad he laid the Bible down, and started on those ulling to
bacco, the ladies wearing-bangs, and finally wound up on the Free Masons. 

There were some twelve or fifteen Masons present, and at the close 
they gathered right up around the l'ostrum, and wllat they did not tell 
Davis, tongue could not speak. They called him everything but an honest 
man. There was one Scotchman in the bunch, and when he got a chance 
i.o have his say at Davis, he said, "You old bugger, you talk about the 
ladies wearing' bangs. You ought to have a bang over your old head." 

Well, you remembE:r the next night he would not take the platfol'm 
but backed out and went home. 

My father was not much for going to church, and had not been 
attending your meetings. He would meet J. W~ Snell, and S.nell would 
tell him, "Cornish is just a surface man. He doesn't know anything; 
just paddling on the surface." He would meet his brother, Uncle Charlie'.· 
He would tell him, "That man Cornish beats everything I ever heard. 
He gets down in the Scriptures deeper than anyone we ever heard." 
Well, father, listening to the conflicting statements about you, finally 
said, "Well, by gracious, I am going to hear that man Cornish for my
self." After the meeting, the first he attended, he made right for ,Snell 
and said, "Snell, I think you are mistaken in this mall. I think from 
what I have heard to-night that he is unfolding the Scriptures beyond 
anything we ever heard." Snell said, "Oh, by switch, don't bE: deceived. 
He is a perfect idiot. He is just paddling on the surface." Father said, 
"Well, by gnlcious, I am coming again." So the next night after the 
meeting he went to Snell again and said, "Well, Snell, I have fully de-
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cided that you are mistaken in this man. Cornish, for he is going into 
the Scriptures beyond anyone we ever heard; and Snell, I'll tell you now, 
you will never drive that man out. The only way to get him out will . 
be to coax him out." (Snell had rather driven sectarian ministers, but 
father thought he could not drive you.) , You will remember you preached 
Sister Morley's funeral sermon. Well, father was at the funeral, and 
talking about your sermon afterwards, he said, "Oh, Jehu, how he did 
preach!" 

I attended Davis's meetings after the debate, and one night he was 
giving it to Joseph Smith hot shot. I arose and said, "Mr. D.avis, suppose 
in the judgment day you learn that Joseph Smith stands justified, and his 
work accepted of God; what then?" Said he, "Well, sir, I will gladly re
pent." I said, "It may be too late to repent then. You had better do 
that now." 

He declared he was born again but, as they all do, said baptism 
was not essential to our salVc!.tion, etc. ' . 

You will remember Uncle Charlie's uneasiness before the debate 
came oft', how he would dig his ribs, and pick his fingers, and ask you 
how you thought it would come oft'. All the satisfaction you would give 
him was, "Well, it will be hard for him to take a little of the truth and 
overthrow it all." . . 

Well, after Davis made such a failure, Snell thought he would re
deem the fort, so you and he h;ld it. You will remember how his chin 
would quiver, and he could not :find what he wanted. You would tell him 
where to find it, and he, too, could not read it right. You would correct 
him, and that would confuse him till his chin would quiver so he could 
hardly talk. He wore glasses, and you would say to him, "You ought 
to be able to read with your four eyes," etc. It was better than a circus 
for us young fellows who were taking it all in. Well, if what I have 
written prompts you on any Point I will be glad. 

Sincerely yours, J. A. GRANT. 

There is one thing I .wish to add to what Brother Grant 
has ·written. On the second evening, you notice, John said 
that Davi.s "backed out and went home." The reader can see 
by the following that he was trying to. back out. 'He said, 
"Well, Elder Comish, I see you are up there with your mob." 
"Why," said I, "I have no. mob here, Mr. Da"is." At that Mr. 
Clint SYlvester p.ulled o.ff his coat and vest and said, "I'll let 
you know there's no mob up here!' Mrs. Sylvester grabbed 
him and pleaded fo.r him to keep quiet, which he did because 
he could not get do.wn to where he, (Davis) was, as the place 
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was crowded to its utmost capacity. Mr. Davis spoke very 
unkindly to me and the congregation and finally said, "If you 
want to hear me speak to-night, you will have to clear out 
two of thos'e aisles." A perfect hush-a great silence. I 

finally said, "Why; Mr. Davis, the place was jamb full last 
night, and several load& of people had to return to their 
homes, but nothing was said about clearing out the aisles. I 
think if you try you can come up on the south side aisle, as 
I did. That row 'of people wiU crowd back as you pass, as they 
did for me." But he kept on, "Suppo.se there would be a fire, 
how would you get out?" I replied, "Mr. Davis, just look at 
that row of young men and women standing on that plank, 
the center of which rests on the stove, and a pile of woOd 
under each end of it. It doesn't look as though there will be 
much of a fire, does it?" Then one of the school officers arose 
and said: "Mr. Davis, I think it is unreasonable to ask that 
we,clear out two aisles." Davis: "I demand it. It's accord
ing to law." Cornish: "Such laws may be in cities and large 
towns, but not in a country schoolhouse like this." Davis: 
"Supposing a fire would break out, how could the people get 
out?" School officer: "But, Mr. Davis, there's no fire in the 
stove now~ and we will not need any with this crowd of peo- . 
pIe. You see we let down two of the top sashes now, and per
haps others will have to be let down before we get through." 
Davis: "I want the aisles cleared out." Another school offi
cer: "Well, what will we do with them? They will have to be 
put out if we clear the aisles." Davis: "Well, put them out." 
School officer: "Well, I don't want to go out myself. Neither 
do I want to put anyone else out; and if we did we could not 
keep them out." And much more of the same kind was said. 
But concluding, Davis said, "You give me the power to keep 
the aisles clear, and I'll do it." A vote was then taken by the 
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'chairman, . and a large number voted in his favor. At that 
moment I said in an undertone, "Don't let a hand be raised 

,against him." "Those· opposed, raise your hands." . Not a 
hand went up. "Ah," said Mr. Davis, "you didn't all vote 
that I should keep the aisles clear; I won't do· it." Chai:p:n:an: 
"But Mr. Davis, there was rio one voted against you." . A 'little 
more parley' and then the following:, "Resolved, that in the 
opinion of this people, Mr. Davis is only makip.g excuses to 
get out of debating; and that we request him to go, on with· the· 
discussion, or back down like a coward.," Carried.,' "Oh, yes," 
said Davis" "how many does it take to lead a horse' to water, 
alld how many does it take t~'make him drink after you' get 
him there?" 

I saw that time was passing, and as there was a houseful 
to talk to,· either "in debate or preaching, I arose and said: 
"Mr. Davis, why don't you 't~11 the people what you mean? 
Tell them that you are whipped, and that you cannot prove 
the doctrine to be false, and that you want to get out of it." 
This, of course,· set up a lot of laughing and merriment. The 
chairman called order. Mr. Davis then asked me if I would 
come to the door and debate there. I told him, '~No, I am 
not 'a coward. . 1 purpose to face the people like a gentleman, 
and' what I have to say I want to say to their faces, and not 
down by the door behind their backs." This gave rise to a 
,few cheers, and Davis said, .~'I'll get. out of here," and' he 
went-likely going yet if' he is living, and if he is dead, he's 
gone! I " 

'There were only three members of the church livingkthere 
at tliat time; Brother and SiSter. Curtis Lambkin; and 'oR: K, 
Grant, whom 1 had baptized a few days previous to the 'debate i 
and two brothers came from, Ubly to attend the discussion: 
Several hid asked to be baptized, but I told them that I wanted 
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them to hear all they could, so when they came into the 

church they would do so with their eyes open, having a good 

understanding of the same. The three members, two Lamb
kins and Grant, urged me to baptize them and not wait any 
longer, hence their baptism at that time. 

At one time· Brother J. A. Grant, who was not married 
at that time, and several other young people asked, "Brother 
Cornish, if we should want to come into the church, would 
we be permitted to go to dances 1 The Bible says 'there. is a 

time to sing, a time to dance, a time to pray,' etc." Replying; 
I said, "Do you like to dance 1" "Yes," was the chorus. "Do 
you go to dances?" "Oh, yes, we've been to lots of them." 
"Well,-do you ever pray?" "No, I gueSs non6 of us pray very 

much." "Well, then, you have had your time to dance, now 
obey the gospel, and take time to pray. By so doing the 
Bible is fulfilled in your doings." They concluded they would 
obey the gospel and leave out the dance.' Some one then said 
to me, "Now, Brother Cornish, you told us to :wait until 
after the debate was over; then you would attend to the bap
tism. Now when may we, be baptized?" I told them we 
would attend to it at about 2.30 (m the following Sunday. So 

we cut a place in the ice on Saturday, and on Sunday I bap
tized sixteen. On coming up from the water, Brother Francis 
Smith, now of Independence, Missouri, walked up with me, 

and said, "I wish I had my clothes here. I should have been 
baptized, too." Replying, I said, "I'm going to baptize again 

to-morrow at 2.30." I confirmed the sixteen that evening 
after preaching a short sermon, and gave out for baptism on 
Monday at 2.30, also preaching in the schoolhouse that eve

ning. At 2.:30 Monday I baptized fourteen, and on coming up 
from the baptism that day Brother William Dowker \valked 
along with me and said,. "I wish I had a change of clothing 
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with me. I would be biptized, too." Replying to him I said, 
"I'm going to baptize again to-morrow at 2.30." "Then I'll be 
there," said he. I preached a short sermon that evening, then 
confirmed the fourteen, and announced baptisms on Tuesday 
at 2.30. That day I baptized twelve, confirming them at the 
evening service. 

I had a presentiment given to me regarding Brother 
Charles E. Grant (who at one time seemed to be on the infidel 
list with J. W. Snell and other.s, but believed the gospel and 
obeyed among others as hereinbefore mentioned), that it was 
very necessary that he receive the Holy Spirit at the time the 
hands were laid on his head for confirmation and the reception 
of the Holy Ghost. Accordingly I made a special prayer for 

'the power of the Spirit to come to me when he was confirmed 
that he might have it in like manner at the time. And as I 
prayed I believed it would be as I had asked. I confirmed all, 

as ,was 'my usual custom, in the order of their baptism, the 
first one baptized, the first one confirmed, and so until all were 
confirmed. When I came to him, to myself I said, "Now, Lord, 
I have done as you have directed me. Let thy blessing come." 

-'i-

And the minute I placed my hands upon his head, the Spirit 
thrilled my entire being" and Brother Charles felt the power 
at the same time, all through the confirmation. And so did 
many others, both in and out of the church. Oh, there was 
power in that schoolhouse that night! It was grand! 

The reader who may not now be a member of the church 
by baptism, may ask, "Why, do you receive the Holy Spirit 

sensibly? Yes, dear brother; yes, dear sister. To ti:tat man 
or woman who will with an humble, pure, and honest heart 
obey the gospel as Christ and the apostles taught it, the same 
as has been restored by an angel of God (Revelation 14: 6) 
to his children in these last days prior to, his second coming 
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to reign, God will give the knowledge by that power .now as 
he did in ancient times. -r would stake my life upon it. "They 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost," is just as true now 
as when it was g-iven to Adam, and will last until the last man 
born into this world shall have complied with the require
ments of the "everlasting gospel." 

IMMORTALITY IN THE MODERN MIND 

In place of a quest for Immortality, there is to-day among 
the most active and virile of our contemporaries a new atti
tude towards life; for they have almost suddenly ceased think.:: 
ing about their own immortality and regard their work as 
more important than their own souls. No movement more 
remarkable than this has affected life in the last hundred and 
fifty years.-Kirsopp Lake, Professor of Ecclesiastical H.is
tory at Harvard University. 
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LAMONI STAKE (DECATUR DISTRICT), BY DUNCAN CAMPBELL 

REPORT FOR JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH, 1911 

(Continued from page 116.) 

THE PATRIARCH 

Patriarch J. R. Lambert writes: 
During the last conference year my health has, failed more rapidly 

than heretofore, but especially since the beginning of the New Year. 
The work incident to my charge over the Order of Evangelists; giving a 
few patriarchal blessings; preaching in Lamoni, once in a great while; 
and administering to the sick about fifty-two times, etc., is all the church 
work I have been able to do. Have not been able to hold any meetings 
away from home. 

There are two patriarchs residing here, E. C. Briggs and myself. 
I have not learned of Brother Briggs doing any labor in the stake. 

I think the patriarchal. work stand's fairly well before the people of 
the church, in the stake, so far as it is understood; but there is quite a 
lack of understanding, and, of course, a proportionate lack of apprecia
tion. 

In the patriarch's office my stenographer has done considerable 
work. We have also had put in the vault a good, solid bookcase (oak), 
in which we can now keep all the duplicate copies, etc., in order. We 
have also introduced a system of indexing, and have made a good start 
in doing the work. 

THE PRESIDENCY 

Counselor R. S. Sa1yards has furnished the following 
items: 

July 22 to 27, Centerville, Iowa; July 27 to August 5, at Exline, 
Iowa, Holman: Schoolhouse, held series of meetings; August 8 to 15, at 
Hiteman, Iowa, preaching on streets and in church on Sunday; once in 
public park at Ward, Iowa. November 6 to 16,. at Lone Rock, Missouri, 
with J. F. GanTer, series of meetings; January 8, 1911, to January 19, 
series of meetings with J. F. Garver. Good attendance and interest 
everywhere. Three baptisms at Lone Rock. 

Though not reporting their labors directly, the other 
members of the presidency have been actively engaged both at' 
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the central place and among the branches. under their direc
tion two new branches have been organized, one at Ward, the 
other at Andover. 

'l'HE BISHOPRIC 

Under date of February 11, the stake bishopric reported 
to the conference as follows: 

Our financial report submitted to you speaks for itself and as a 
whole speaks well for the church. We are pleased to'state 'that there 
are quite a goodly number that have done well; however, there are others 
who are abundantly able but withhold their financial support. 

The stake has been quite generally visited by us and reports in 
most localities show good interest and faithfulness to duty. The bishopric 
have visited in the following places the past year: Lamoni, Lone Rock, 
New Buda, Graceland, Hiteman, Ward, Lucas, Centerville, Pleasanton,' 
and Greenville. 

We have been able to meet our obligations in a financial way and 
have tried to conduct our work in such a manner as to keep strong the, 
credit of the financial arm of the stake and at the same time merit the 
approval of our heavenly Father. 

The longer our experience in the stake bishopric the stronger are 
our convictions that some action sbouJd be taken towards briilging about 

'and establishing permanent conditions whereby a greater number of the 
worthy poor may ,be aided. A fundis needed for the purpose of helping 
others to help themselve~ by tiding over crises those whom misfortune 
overtakes either ill sickness or financial reverses ulltil sllch time as the 
blessings of health and prosperity return, enabling them to l'eplact' in the 
stake funds that portion which has blessed them in trial and adversity. 
We have not been able to meet this need in th.e paot and consequently 
we are not able to reach ,~ome cases where help is greatly needed in a 
way that is satisfactory to all concerned., We lahor all and meet condi
tions as they ll.l'e. 

William Anderson, bishop of the stake, died March 5, as 
the result of paralysis. The Saints' Herald of March 15 
printed the following items: 

Bl'other Anderson was born in Glasgow, Scotland, February 1,1840. 
His parents were p}embers of the Latter Day Saints' Church, and in 1855 
emigrated to Utah. Becoming dissatisfied with conditions in Utah they 
moved to Saint Louis, .Missouri, in 1856. Here September 11, 1864;Wil" 
]jam was baptizea into the Reorganized Church by Elder Charles Derry. 
One month later he was ordained a teacher and his active work in the 
church began. He faithfully occupied in many positions of trust and 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



:l48 JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

responsibility; being in turn ordaIned teacher, priest,elder, high priest, 
and bishop. He also became a member of the High Council at its or
ganization, which place he held at death. He has acted as presiding 
bishop of the Lamoni Stake ever since its organization. 

In the same issue of the Her-aU appeared the following 
over the signature of E. L. Kelley, Presiding Bishop of the 
church: 

To the Saints, and pwrticularly of the Lamoni Stake: It is with 
regret and sorrow that we are called upon to chronicle the decease 01 
Bishop William Anderson, of the Lamoni Stake, who finished his labors 
in this present warfare and was called to the other side on Sunday 
morning, March 5, 1911. The death of Bishop Anderson leaves vacant 
the office of bishop of the Lamoni Stake of the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints; but his counselors, Brethren Richard 

'J. Lambert and Joseph Roberts, both of whom have been active and 
faithful in their duties in this office, have the financial work of the stake 
well in hand, and will give particular attention to the business and per
form the work of the oftke in place of Bishop Anderson until the session' 
of General Conference in A pril, when the vacancy will be fully placed at 
the disposition of the body. . 

In pursuance of the above arrangement Counselors Lam
bert and Roberts have been administering the business of the 
bishop's office of the stake, and will continue to do so until a 
new bishop is selected. 

RELIGIO AND SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 

Stake Sunday School Association and Religio Society met 
at Lamoni, Iowa, February 9 and 10. Two evening sessions 
were held, which consisted of programs along,different lines of 
work. Reports of the work being done were read from the· 
various officers; and at the forenoon session of Friday, the 
10th,the following officers were elected for the next year. For 
the Sunday school: Superintendent, A. L. Keen; assistant 
superintendent,W. E. Shakespeare; secretary, C. B. Wood
stock; treasurer, Joseph Roberts; member of library board, 
John F. Garver; superintendent of home department, Vina 
McHarness. For the Religio: President, C. I. Carpenter;. 
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vice president, Hessel Vanderllute; secretary, Martha Martin; 
treasurer, John Amos; member of library board, Sarah Bass; 
sup~rintendent of home department work, Vina McHarness; 
and the executive committee chose A. L. Keen for superintend
ent of gospel literature department. One hundred and thirty
one delegates were ~osen ,from the Sunday School Associatiori 
to represent them at the General Convention, and seventy
eight were chosen from the Religio Society. 

CONFERENCE, 

Conference was held February 11, 12, at Lamoni, with the 
stake presidency in charge. The courtesy of the 1I00r was ex
tended to all visiting members .. Reports were received from 
Centerville, Evergreen, Graceland, Greenville, Hiteman, La-, 
moni, Leon, Pleasanton, AHendale, Oland, Lucas, and Lone 
Rock; from the stake Sunday school and Religio associations; 
stake library board; stake bishopric, andfrom twenty-four of 

the ministry. E. D. Moore was ordained an elder; Cyril 'Eo 
, Wight and Ernest Haskins, priests; and R. V. Hopkins (ab

sent) was recommended for ordination to the office of elder. 
L. A. Gould was released as secretary and member of the 
stake high council. The Ellston Branch was declared disor
ganized, and the organization of new branches at Andover, 
Missouri, and Ward, Iowa, was provided for. Lucy L. Res-

. ,seguie was continued as member of the library board. One 
hundred and twelve delegates to General Conference were 
chosen, stake membership being 2,819. The next conference 
is to be at Hiteman, at, call of presidency. H. H. Gold is secre
tary of the stake. 

CHILDREN'S HOME 

The Banta property, situated in the southwestern part of 
Lamoni, one of the finest sites in the town, has been purchased 
for the proposed Children's Home. Possession was to have 
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been given March 1; W. P. Robinson and wife, of Wisconsin, 
are to have charge. Before the, place is opened for the recep;. 
tion of children, needed improvements and enlargment will be 
made under direction of G. H. Hilliard, of the Presiding 

,Bishopric. The property consists of" a residence and twenty 
acres of ground, with good outbuildings, beautiful shade and 
lawn, and plenty of fruit. Good walks lead to church and 
school. 

THE BRANCHES 

LAMONI.-The stake presidency continue to be the presi
dency of the branch. It consists of John Smith, J. F. Garver, 
and R. S. Salyards. At the election January 3, J. W. Barr was 
"chosen priest; O. W. Parker, teacher; W. J. Mather, deacon; 
Cyril E. Wight, secretary; Ruby E. Summers, recorder. 

The Religio chose Hessel Vanderflute for president'; Nellie 
Prall, vice president; Grace Thompson, secretary; Flora Scott, 
treasurer; Lucy Gunsolley, chorister; Gracia Nicholson,pian
ist; Sarah Bass, member library board; Ira Stubbart, corres
pondent. 

Of the Mite Society, Sister Atkinson is president; Ada 
Hopkins, vice president; Maggie Turnbull, secretary; Mrs. 
Green, treasurer. Forty-four meetings were heid last year, 
with an average attendance of eighteen. Made thirty-two 
quilts, seventeen comforters, forty-two yards of carpet, twen
ty-seven aprons, thirty-nine sunbonnets. Received for labor 
and otherwise, $166.48; paid out, '$119.75; balance on hand, 
$46.74; 

The Patronesses of Graceland College elected Minnie B. 
Nicholson, president; Alta Mather, vice president; Lulu Blah', 
secretary; ,Cora Grenawalt, treflsurer; Kate Smith, corres
pondent. 

The Daughters of Zion chose Lucy L. Resseguie for presi-
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dent j Frances W. Davis, secretarY; Minnie B. Nicholson, 
treasurer. 

Otis White has been very sick of pneumonia; the doctors 
gave him up, said he could not live. He was administered to 
by his father, D. C. White, and uncle, 1. N. White, and in a 
few days was back at work. 

Geol'g'e Derry, born in England, joined the Reorganiza
tion in 1862, and for many years a high priest, died January 
26, at the ripe age of 86 years. 

Bishop William Anderson died March 5, aged 71 years. 
Other items will be found under head of stake bishopric. 

EVERGREEN.-D. D. Young is branch president; James 
Martin, priest; Samuel Shakespeare. teacher; John Anderson, 
deacon; Henry Kaestner, member library board. 

J. J. johnson is superintendent of the Sunday school; 
Clarence Young, assistant; Mary Shakespeare, secretary; Or
lando \Vork, treasurer; W. T. Shakespeare, member library 
board. 

Roy M. Young is president of the Religio; "\V. E. Shakes
peare, vice president; Mary Shakespeare, secretary; W.illiam 
Martin, treasurer; J. J. Johnson, member library board. 

There has been preaching by H. C. Smith, John Spaulding, 
D. D. Young, S. M. Reiste, O. A. Bender, C. W. Dillon,' Moroni 
Traxler, G. W. Blair, G. H. Hilliard, James Martin, R. M. 
Young, E. D. lYIoore, W. E. Shakespeare. Christmas offering, 
$21.70. 

CENTERVILLE.-Branch officers for six months: David 
Archibald, president; A. W. Boden, priest; David Taylor. 
teacher; RE. Evans, deacon; Russell Archibald,· clerk and 
chorister; Theda Archibald, org·anist. S. M. Reiste, of Lamoni, 
held meetings· in March, lasting a month; resulting in the 
baptism of five persons. 

A. W. Boden is superintendent of the Sunday school; 
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R. E. Evans, assistant; Grace Robey, secretary; Alfred Robey, 
treasurer; Theda Archibald, organist; Russell Archibald, 
chorister. 

John Amos is president of the Religio; W. T. Matthews, 
vice president; David Taylor, secretary; Hannah Cosner, or
ganist; Russell Archibald, chorister. John Amos heads the 
home department and explains the normal lessons. 

PLEASANTON.-M. M. Turpen is president; C. E. Morey, 
priest; Goldie Vandel, secretary; Sarah Alden, chorister; 
Linda Reed, organist. 

George Morey superintends the Sunday school; Sarah 
Alden, assistant; Sidney MOTey, secretary-treasurer; Goldie 
Vandel, chorister; Anna Edwards, organist. The member
ship of the Book of Mormon class has dropped from 14 to 8; 
Mary Morey is president, and C. E. Morey teacher; there is 
good interest. There is a fair attendance at the prayer meet
ings and some seasons of rejoicing. 

OLAND.-R. S. Salyards has been elected president; Br
nest Haskins to serve as priest when ordained; Clarence Boot
man, teacher; Minnie Braby, clerk and organist; Joseph 
Braby, treasurer; Maud Snively, chorister; Henry Anderson, 
janitor. Meetings are held 1st, 3d, and 5th Sundays, at 11 
a. m. and 7 :30 p. m .. 

Ernest Haskins superintends the Sunday school; Israel 
Brown is secretary; Viola Brown, chorister; Clara Nichols, 
organist. There are· four classes: 1 primary, 1 intermediate, 
and 2 seniors. 

GRACELAND.-Stake presidency have charge; A. L. Keen, 
priest and janitor; J. C. Cackler, teacher; Rillie M. Baker, 
secretary and member library board; Eva Cackler, treasurer; 
D. Edith Cackler, recorder and organist; Catharine A. Cack
ler, chorister. 

Of the Sunday school, A. L. Keen is superintendent, mem-
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bel' library board, home department superintendent, and jani
tor; J. C. Cackl€r, assistant; Leta Stemm, secretary and or
ganist; William Baker, treasurer; Catharine A. Cackler, chor
ister. 

A. L. Keen is president of the Religio; Catharine A. Cack
ler, vice president; D. Edith Cackl€r, 'Secretary and chorister; 
Rillie M. Baker, treasurer; Maggie M. Stemm, organist and , 
member library board; William Baker, janitor. The interest 
in each department is good, although not very good attendance 
aU the time. 

HITEMAN.-January 6, the Religio elected William Lane, 
president; Alex Miller, vice president ; Marietta Williams, 
secretary; Stella Batten, treasurer;E. J. Giles, chorister; 
Blanche Adamson, organist; Reese Williams, member library 
board; Lizzie Williams, home department superintendent. 
January 1, 3 to 16, R. J. Lambert and Joseph Roberts, of-the 
stak€ bishopric, visited the br4nch, discoursing on the Order 
of. Enoch and financial lines. One session was devoted to a 
general discussion of the Order of Enoch, in which there was 
a good time. J. F. Garver paid a visit in February with the 
intention of holding a series of meetings, but after a few 
services the lighting plant gave out and the meetings were 
discontinued. A new lighting plant was installed March 1, 
and it was decided to proceed with meetings, but the death of 
the stake bishop intetvened. 

Henry Luke died the end of March. 
LEoN.-The Sunday school was held at the homes during 

the winter. There are four officers. The Archer and McHar
ness families are all that attend. H. A. Stebbins held services 
at the church March 5; the attendance was limited to the 
members. 

Keziah E. Minthorn died March 19. 
LucAs.--Janual'Y 1, the following changes were made in 
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Sunday school officers: John A. Evans, assistant superin
tendent; Jannett Evans, secretary; Florence Talbot, treasurer; 
Charlotte Phillips, organist. An attempt to . .hold Religio class 
meets with but little success. J. R. Evans is doing what he 
can to hold one. 

W Alw.-A branch was organized here Saturday, March 
4; in the meeting of organization, John Smith, of the stake 
presidency, presided, and J. F. Garver, of the presidency, 
served as clerk. 

ANDOVER.-A branch was organized here March 26, by 

J. W. Wight and R. S.Salyards. Particulars given next report. 

REPORT FOR APRIL, MAY, JUNE, 1911 

GENERAL CONI<'ERENCE 

. The general conventions and conference met at Lamoni 
at the usual time in April. The secretary of the Religio re
ported that "Lamoni Stake ranks third in enrollment and 
second in home department membership." The statistical 
report of the secretary of the Sunday School Association 
showed that Lamoni Stake had 16 schools, a gain of 2 over 
the report for the previous year; a membership of 1,313, a 
gain of 70 over the previous year; 166 classes; 122 officers; 
9 home department classes, with a membership of 166, a gain 
of 29 over last year. 

The report of the credential committee of General Con
ference gave the stake a membership of 2,819, entitling it to 
112 votes. The Woman's Auxiliary for Social Service ap
pointed the following sisters of the stake as a local Children's 
Home committee ; Callie B. Stebbins, Lucy L. Resseguie, and 
Minnie B. Nicholson. Joseph Roberts, of the stake, was or
dained to the office of bishop; G. R. Wells and Amos Berve 
were ordained high priests. Apostle J. W. Wight was ap-
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pointed minister in charge of mission number 1, which in
cludes Lamoni Stake; iEli Hayer and G. R. Wells,of the Sev
enty, were given appointments in the stake. The report of the 
Presiding Bishop shows that at the beginning of last year 
there were in the hands of William Anderson, stake bishop, in 
property, certificate of deposit, notes, and cash, $4,334.64; 
receipts from Presiding Bishop, tithes, offerings, consecra
tion, surplus, and miscellaneous, amounted to $7,863.14; paid 
out to Presiding Bishop, families, for expenses, aid, and mis
cellaneous, $8,189.10; and there remained in the hands of the 
stake .bishop at the end of the year, $4,008.68, in notes and 
cash. Bishop E. L. Kelley made the following statement: 

The finances of the Lamoni Stake since the death of Bishop William 
Anderson have been under the RUPervision of the counselors, Brethren 
R: J. Lambert and Joseph Roberts. Brother Roberts having been called 
and set apart to the office and work of a bishop during the conference, 
this will give notice that the finances of the Lamo-ni Stake will be placed 
with him until the meeting of the stake conference, when the action of 
that hody may be had 011 the selection of a bishop to. act for the stake. 

STAKE HIGH COUNCIL 

Pursuant to a call of the stake presidency, the council 
met at the Brick Church, Lamoni, at 3 p. m., Friday, June 2. 
By death and removals in other ways the membership of the 
council was reduced to eight. Prior to the late General Con
ference the stake presidency requested the First Presidency of 
the church to recommend G. R. Wells and Amos Berve for or
dination to the office of high priest, for the purpose of becom
jng members of the Lamoni Stake High Council. The recom
mendation was made, and they were .ordained high priests by 
. direction of General Conference, as has been already stated, 
the council approved their selection as stake high councilors, 
and by vote they were recommended to the stake conference 
for ordination to that office, together with John Midgorden, 
formerly of Illinois, and for some time a high priest. The 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



35£ JOURNAL OF HISTORY 

stake. presidency had been instructed by the First Presidency 
of the church, that the name of Bishop Joseph Roberts, to
gether with the counselors chosen by him, should be presented 
to the next stake conference, for the purpose of being chosen 
and sustained as the stake bishopric. Bishop Roberts being 
present, he named as his choice for counselol's, R. J. Lambert 
and Oscar Anderson. The selection was approved by the 
council, and by vote the conference was advised to accept the 
nomination of these brethren for the stake bishopric and order· 
their ordination. The council also recommended the support 
of Bishop Roberts as bishop of the stake. There are, now 
eleven members in the stake council, lacking but one of the 
complde number. 

STAKE CONFERENCE 

The summer stake conference was held with the branch 
at Lamoni, June 2 and 3, in charge of the stake presidency 
and J. W. Wight, minister in charge of mission number l. 

Stake Secretary H. H. Gold, and C. I. Carpenter were the 
secretaries of the conference. There were reports from the 
branches and from a goodly numbel' of the ministry. Bishop 
Joseph Roberts was chosen to succeed Bishop William An
derson, deceased, as bishop of the stake. The conference con
firmed the nomination by Bishop ~oberts of R. J. Lambert 
and Oscar Anderson' as his counselors, and their ordination 
was ordered. The recommendation of the high council of the 
names of John Midgorden, G. R. Wells, and Amos Berve to 
fill vacancies in the council was approved, and their ordina-. 
tion was provided for. At the afternoon service on Sunday 
the sacrament was observed, and the ordinations provided for 
on Saturday were performed, including also that of Albert 
Boden, of Centerville, to the office of elder; that of C. E. Burke, 
of Hiteman, to the office of teacher; and that of Joseph Braby, 
of Oland, to the office of deacon. The preaching during the 
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conference was by Duncan Campbell, E. A. Smith, G. H. Hil
liard, Albert Boden, and Jacob Cackler. 

BRANCHES. 

DAVIS CITY.-R. S. Salyards and G. R. Wells were holding 
a two-week meeting the latter half of May. Good crowds were 
in attendance and it was expected that much interest would be 
shown while the effort continued. 

EVERGREEN.-There was preaching by J. F. Curtis, W. J. 
Haworth, H. A. Stebbins, F. A. Smith, C. H. Jones, Amos 
Berve, A. B. Young, G. W. Blair, and W.K Shakespeare. A 
Juiy 4 picnic realized $40.48, of which $40 was turned over to 
the stake bishop for the good of the work. 

ALLENDALE.-The only church meetings held, except wheil 
there is a preacher sent from elsewhere, is a prayer meeting 
on Sunday afternoons with an attendance of four or five. The 
only church officer there is William Birk, the branch teacher. 
There was no Sunday school, but they talked of trying to 
start one again. 

GREENVILLE.-They are still making an effort to move on
ward and upward, but at times find it very discouraging. On 
many Sundays there is not sufficient attendance for a Sunday 
school. Most of them have so far to drive that threatening 
weather frequently prevents attendance, nevertheless the at
tendance is better than last year. There are appointments 
both at the church and schoolhouse eadL Sunday. As most of 
the community are outsiders, there are hopes of bringing some 
of them into the church. A home' class superintendent has 
been elected, and an effort will be made to work among the 
outsiders in that WilY. The home department work was never 
tried before, and it is hoped that good may come of it. Chil
dren's Day was observed June 25, when President John Smith 
made an address. 

HITEMAN.---.Patriarch William Lewis preached Sunday 
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morning and evening~ April 16, and continued until the 20th. 
with. good audiences and fine attention throughout. He gave 
twenty-five patriarchal blessings while there. 

By request of the Physicians' Association, E. J. Giles lec
tured on tuberculosis at 7.30p~ m., April 30. 

President John Smith preached for them three times in 
May with fair-sized congregations. 

June 6, the following branch officers were elected: Parley 
Batten, president; John J. Griffiths, priest; Samuel Rowley, 
teacher; Reese Williams, Qe3:con; Alex N. Miller, ~erk; John 
Jenkins, financial secretary; Reese Williams, treasurer; 
Martha Williams, member library board; E. J. Giles, chOl'i~
ter; J. L. Morgan, organist. Charles Harpe preached morning 
and evening, June 11. 

June 25 the following officers were elected by the Sunday 
school: E. J. Giles, superintendent; Robert Zimmerman, first 
associate; 'Ethel Jenkins, second associate;. Willie Truman, 
secretary; Thomas Williams, treasurer ;W. E. Williams, mem
ber library board; J. L. Morgan, chorister; Emma Box, or
ganist. 

July 2 as authorized by the stake conference, W. R. Lane 
was ordained to the office of priest; William Wilkinson, to 

. . 
the office of teacher; and Reese Williams, to the office of 
deacon. 

July 7 the Religio elected officers as follows: Thomas Wil
liams, president; George Mayer, vice president; Marietta Wil
liams. secretarY,; Stella Barker, treasurer; W. R. Lane, mem
ber library board; Martha Williams, home department super
intendent; J. L. Morgan, chorister: Blanche Adamson, organ-:

. ist. Three have been baptized into the branch, two. of them 
from the Sunday school. Work in the mines is very poor this 
summer. 

LAMoNI.-In June, following the. stake conference in two 
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weeks, a week's meetings were held in the park; good pI'each
ing and good attention. The work on the Children's Ho;me is 
progressing with due speed. Already twenty-one. children are 

. awaiting entrance. 
CENTERVILLE.-H. A .. Stebbins was with the branch over 

two Sundays in May and preached eight times while there. 
. I 

LEoN.-The time for the visits of an elder for preaching 
has been changed from the last Sunday in the month to the 
first Sunday. G. R. Wells and H. A. Stebbins have been doing 
service there. 

NEW BRANCHES. 
W ARD.--At~·7. p. 'm., Saturday, March 4, according to pre

vious appointment, the Saints of Ward met for organization . 
. John Smith, president of the stake, called the meeting to order, 
and after singing Hymnal :number 157, J.F. Garver led in. 
prayer. By separate motions John Smith was chosen chair
man and J. F. Garver secretary of the meeting. 

The chairman stated that he held letters of removal and 
certificates of baptism in ·favor of twenty-eight m~mbers to 
become identified with a branch to be organized af Ward, 
Iowa. A motion to proceed to organize was carried. Officers 
were chosen as follows: Edward Rowley, presideIlt; James 
Wilkinson, presiding priest; J. J. Watkins, presiding teacher; 
Howell Jones, presiding· deacon; R. D. Williams, secretary; 
Fred Wilkinso~, recorder; Thomas Hopkins, chorister; Gunny 
Ryan, organist; Griff Thomas, member library board. The 
deacon was authorized to provide a janitor. It was provided 
that the election of branch officers be annual, at the regular 
January business meeting. It was further provided that the 
branch hold. a business meeting the first Tuesday evening of 
each month. Further business incident to the work of the 
branch, announcements, committees, etc., was transacted, and 
after singing number 217, Parley Batten dismissed. . . 
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ANDOVER.-At ten a. m., April 12, the Saints of this place 
met for organization of a branch. J. W. Wight, minister in 
charge, called the meeting to order, and presided during the 
session. R. S. Salyards acted as secretary. Hymnal number 1 . 
was sung and I. N. White offered prayer. 

The secretary read a list of those to compose the branch
forty-two members~ On recom:rilendation of the minister in 
charge and the stake presidency, the following officers were 
selected: D. C. White, president; Edward G. Harp, priest; 
Frank Kaestner, teacher; Gus Bergman, deacon; Arthur J. 
Heide, clerk and. recorder; Simeon Stanley, treasurer; and 
Gus Bergman, member of the library board. The organiza
tion was named the Andover Branch. 

The following brethren were then ordained: Edward G. 
Harp, priest, by I. N. White and D. C. White; Frank Kaestner, 
teacher, by R. S. Salyards and Nephi Snively; Gus Bergman, 
deacon, by D. C. ·White and 1. N. White. 

Benediction by R. S. Salyards. 

DEATHS 

At Lamoni, Iowa, May 16, 1911, Saleda Elvel't Shippy, 
aged 38 years. 

At Saints' Home, Lamoni, May 24, 1911, Daniel ·S. Jones, 
aged 80 years. 

At Lamoni, June 1, 1911, Joseph Lane; aged 63 years. 
At Lamoni, June 29, 1911, Levi Atkinson, aged 76 years, 

7 months, 28 days. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Lamoni citizens have subscribed over ten thousand dollars towards 
building an auditorium or coliseum to be used for all gatherings, enter
tainments, and. meetings not of a religiolls character. For many years 
such has been needed. It is intended to obtain a total of twelve thousand 
dollars.-Correspondent Zion!s Ensign. 
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The missionaries in charge of the fields concerned and the First 
Presidency concurring, notice is hereby given that the appointment of 
Charles . E. Harpe has been changed from the Texas Distl'ict to the 
Lamoni Stake. THE FIRST PRESIDENCY. 

By Frederick M. Smith, Secretary.-Zion's En~ign, May 25; 
Saints' H e1-ald, May 31. 

REPORTS OF LOCAL QUORUMS 

General Conference, April 12, 1911.-A report i1'om the Presidency 
and General Bishopric was read and adopted, embodying the thought that 
only quorums of general organization should report to the General Con
ference. All elders' quorums and quorums of the Aaronic priesthood 
should report to local conferences.-Page 1479, Minutes General Con
ference, 1911. 

A series of events of interest to Lamoni people c;;tme to a Close 
Wednesday, ]\fay 31, at which time Graceland College commencement 
exercises were held in the Brick Church. The addl'ess by Professor W. C. 
Wilcox, of the Iowa State University, was one of the best"evel' delivered 
in Lamoni. A large class of Graceland students, received diplomas. 
Other events preceding this were high school commencement exercises, 
speaker W.F. Ban', of Drake University; the baccalaureate sermon for 
the college, by Eldel' John F. Garver; the baccalaureate sermon for the 
Lamoni high school by Elbert A. Smith; memoTial sermon, by Elder John 
Smith; Decoration Day address by Heman C. Smith.·-Saint,g' He-ruld, 
June. 7, 191i. 

REPORT FOR ,JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, 1911 

GENERAL AND LOCAL HISTORY 

Daniel Webster introduced his celebrated reply to Hayne 
in the United States Senate, with the following paragraph: 

When the mariner has been tOi:ised for many days in thick weather, 
and on an unknown sea, he naturally avails himself of the first panse in 
the storm, the earliest glance of the san, to take his latitude, and ascer
tain hov.r far the elements have driven him from his true course. Let us 
imitate this prudence, and, befol'e we float farther on the waves of this 
debate, refer to the point from which we departed, that we may at least 
be able to conjecture where we ;now are. ' 

When it is considered in what relation the Lamoni Stake 
stands to the general church, it is fitting that we pause occa
sionally to take our bearings, that we may the better under-
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stand our local history by keeping in mind the factors that 
are concerned in making that history. 

Lamoni Stake holds a peculiar relation to the Reorganiza
tion. Up to the present time, the relation of the. Lamoni Stake 
-including its history as Decatur District-to the Reorgani
zation, has been more intimate than even that sustained by 
the Independence Stake; and still more so when compared 
with other districts of the church. . The history of general 
church work. Though, beginning with the fall of 1863, there 
was an organization known as Decatur District, yet up to the 
establishment of the First United Order of Enoch, in the early 
seventies, that· organization consisted of only one branch, 

. Little River (now Pleasanton). The Decatur District organ
ization had charge of the mission .work in the territory adja
cent to I)ecatur County as a center. The Lamoni Branch was 
the second one to be organized, and its original membership 
was largely composed of Saints who had moved into Decatur 
County on account of the Order of Enoch. 

For many years the new accessions t~ the branch were 
composed of those who were coming in to occupy the lands 
of the order. It will be remembered that the. order was an 
organization authorized by, and established under the auspices 
of the general church, though a joint stock concern. In this. 
way the general history and the local history moved on side by 
side. 

Again, when some ten years later the Herald Office was 
built at Lamoni and the publishing house moved there, the old 
employees moved from Plano with the plant and made. quite 
an extensive addition to the branch membership, and ever 
since the. office has been a leading element in the life of th~ 
town and in the local church. Thus again the local and general 
history are blended. Further, 

That Lamoni, Iowa, having been made by the agreement of the 
church under the law of the land the principal place of business of the 
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church, it is wise and expedient that it should be considered and declared 
by the conference to be the seat of the presidency of the church. 

These general officers assisted and took part in the local 
work,. President Joseph Smith serving one year as president of 
the branch, and other general officers served in like capacity. 
Then later, with the erection of Graceland College and the 
Saints' Home, the occupation of Liberty Home for a like pur
pose, and last of all the opening of the Children's Home, there 
have come into the local interests strong influences for good 
that make all these general institutions mean more to Lamoni 
than to any other single locality in the church territory. So 
the local historian would be essentially remiss in his duty, 
unless from time to time there was mention made of the benefi
cent effect of their presence. The young people of the church 
who attend Graceland College add a d'egree of zest and en
thusiasm to the work of the local Sunday. school and ReIigio. 
The lecturers who come thither under the auspices of the col
lege do much for the uplift of the town in general intelligence 
and information, the excellent speakers thus provided doing 
nluch to give character and "tone to the people, as well as re
ceiving in return an impetus to greater good than is found in 
every place. 

STAKE REUNION-1911 

The reunion conV'ened on camp ground, August 18 to 27, selecting 
J. W. Wight, John Smith, and J. F. Garver to preside; Joseph Roberts, 
secretary; Sister J. W. Wight, chorister; Florence Thompson;' organist; 
and Isaac Carlile, chief of lJoljce. 

The regular order of meetings was as at former reunions: Prayer 
meeting at 9 a. m.; IJreacl1ing at 10.45 a. m.; auxiliary w(}rk at 2.30 
p. m.; and preaching at8 p. m. 

There were held in all forty-five.meetings-eighteen preaching serv
ices, by John Smith, J. R. Lambert, Eli Hayer, G. R. Wells, Hernan C. 
Smit.h, Charles Jones, R. J. Lambert, R. M. Elvin, J. F. Garver, J. W. 
Wight, Joseph Roberts, and C. E. Willey. Eight pl'ayer meetings, includ
ing one youn~ people's prayel' service, one meeting for organization, one 
reunion lfusiness meeting, two Sunday school sessions, two joint sessions 
of Sunday school and Religio normal work, one social purity program, 
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one college program, one Woman's Auxiliary program, and one special 
meeting to secure pledges to purchase reunion grounds. There were 
fifty-five i sick administered to by the administration committee. The 
prayer.meetings were well attended and spiritual, the Lord speaking to 
his people' through the gifts of the Spirit in prophecy and tongues. The 
preaching was of a high order, along lines calculated to build 'up the 
Saints and appeal to the world. A reunion for 1912 was arranged for, 
as also the purchase of the l"eunion grounds. The weather was ideal, and 
in all the reunion of 1911 was among the best ever held in the Lamoni 
Stake. JOSEPH ROBERTS, Secretary. 

R. M. Elvin says of the reunion: 
We had a fine spiritual reunion here, pronounced by many the best 

ever held here,. and John W. Wight said it was the best reunion that he 
ever attended. One man from Des Moines, with a cancer in his foot as 
large as a hulled walnut, was administered to several times, and·a few 
days .after his return home the cancer dropped out. 

CHILDREN'S HOME OPENING 

The announcement of the opening of the Children's Home (August 
15) met with a most gratifying response, bringing together throngs of 
people from both country and town. 

From two o'clock in the afternoon until time for the exercises, 
companies of people, conducted by young ladies acting as ushers, were 
shown all through the house. 

At four o'clock the foul' central rooms on the first floor were filled 
to overflowing with interested visitors, assembled to listen to' the pro
gram. The first number was' given by the Juvenile Choir and was 'fol
lowed by prayer by Elder H. A. Stebbins. Addresses were made by Mrs. 
B. C. Smith, Mrs. M .. Walker, and Bishop E. IJ. Kelley. These were cal
culated to stimulate, encourage, and inspire effort in behalf of the Home 
upon the part of all who listened. Intense interest was :mariifested. 

Othei"'musical numbers were a quartet and a song by the audience. 
One interesting feature of the afternoon was the exhibit of a large num
ber of articles' made by a shut-in who has manifested her love for the 
children inthe'inaking of clothing, dolls, and other things for the amuse
ment and comfort of these little ones. This exhibit was in charge of Mrs; 
M. E. Hulmes;of Independence, Missouri. 

The many expl'esslons of surprise and delight showed the apprecia~ 
tion of the people for the. provisions in all parts of the house for the 
comfort of the children; and here we must not omit to meJ;ltion the work 
of Mr. Charles F. Church, which was especially noted and appreciated in 
that he drew the plans, watched over their execution in the remodeling 
and enlarging of the home, and bestowing upon that work as much in-
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tel'est aR eould possibly be manifested jf it were his own home. All this 
was freely contributed from the time of a very busy man. 

For those who could not attend 'in the aftemoon, the house was 
still open in the evening. Pleasant occasion was afforded for making 
the acquaintance of the superintendent and matron of the home, Mr. 
and MTS. W. P. Robinson. The harmonious mingling of old and young, 
the children upon the lawn with swing and teeter-board, the brightly 
lighted house in the evening, al1 combined to form a picture which will 
linger long in the minds of those who saw it, stirring within them many 
tender thoughts towards the homeless ,little ones.-Executive Committee 
Children's Home, in t.he Lamoni Chronicle. 

CHAUTAUQUA 

TIle 1911 Lamoni Chatauqua is now history and evel'yone seems 
more than satisfied with the program. The sale of season tickets was 
somewhat lighter this year than in former years, but over five hundred 
tickets for next year's assembly have. been pledged and we are prac
tically sure' of another Chautauqua. It would be too barl to give it up, as 
it is the biggest and best thing in the educational line Lamoni has .. 
Every attraction arrived on time this year and the program was strong. 
The seats all had backs, a larger tent and lal'ger grounds were ,used, and 
everything was made for the comfort of the people. It did not pay so 
well financially this year, but we believe the crop failure had much to 

, do with this. We hope another year we can say that, everything came 
out well and good.-Lmnoni Chronicle, 

NEW POST OFFICE 

Lamoni is to have one of the swellest and best equipped post offices 
in the State in this size town. Inspector Charles S. Ranger was here 
last week and saw the need of the improvement, so he at once posted a 
notice in the lobby of the post office stating that he would receive propo
sitions 'up to September 15, 1911, for a suitable location for the IJamoni 
post office. The new building is to have 1,800 square feet of floor space, 
and will have lights, water, closets, vault, and new 'fixtures throughout. 
The postmaster will have a private office and on one side will be special 
windows fOl: i'tamps, registry, money orders, and postal savings. The 
rear will be screened off by itself for a room for the R. F. D. men. All 
boxes will be,. fitted with locks and there will be no "call boxes" as we 
have had. It also probably will be arranged so that 'the jJublic will have 
access to the boxes at an times to get their mail.~Larn()ni Clwonicle. 

BRANCHES 

ANDOVER.-The following letter of Mrs. Frank Kaestner, 
dated July 24, 1911, appeared in Saints' Hemld of August 9: 
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We as a branch are prospering. Our branch was organized by 
Brother R. S. Salyards and Brother J. W. Wight on April 2. Brother 
D. C. White, of Lamoni, was chosen branch president; Ed. Harp, presid
ing prie~t; Frank Kaestner, presiding teacher; Gus Bergman, sr., presid
ing deacon, Arthux Heide, secretary. The deacon, teacher, and priest 
were ordained the day of the organization. We feci to rejoice as a united 
body, as the work seemed very discouraging a few years ago. 

Andover was considered a rough, wild place, no church or Sabbath 
school of any kind. Our worthy brother, Moroni Traxler, was sent to 
open up the work. I think there was one Saint here then. Finally one 
.or two families of Saints moved in. Brother Traxler waS faithful to his 
mission, came Sunday after Sunday .or sent some good speaker to bI'eak 
the bread of life, and only these few Saints came out to hear, and there 
was no sign of any more being added. Brother Traxler became discoul'
ager! and thought he was only idling away his time to continue his mis
sion here any longer, when the Lord showed him in open vision that His 
desire was for him to continue, His work must be firmly e;;tablished in 
this place, that there would be a large braneh, a church built, and He 
would I'aise up honorable men to carryon His work. He showed every 
member that would join, some forty in number, and as Brother Traxler 
stated, every word of that vision was fulfilled. The last memb,er was 
baptized the day before the 'organization of the branch, when BI"other 
Traxlel' was released. 

There' have been ten baptized since, and more are very near the 
kingdom. We have good attendance of Saints and outsiders. Our church 
was built last summer and is nearly out of debt. 

HITE:l\lAN.-A Sunday school and Religio institute was 
held July 20, 21. C. 1. Carpenter, J. F. Garver, G. R. Wells, 
C. B. 'Woodstock, of Lamoni, and A. L. Keen, of Lacona, were 
present, as well as a number of the brethren and sisters of the 
Ward Branch. On the evening of July 20, C. I. Carpenter, 
president of the stake Religio Society, conducted a round table 
and on the following evening, A. L. Keen, superintendent of 
the stake Sunday School Association, spoke on the growth of 
that department of the work and presented a statist~cal report. 
J. F. Garver talkea. on liJorary work, C. B. Woods,tock spoke on 
education, and G. R. Wells conducted a round table. A special 
meeting of the priesthood was held on the 22d, at which about 
twenty brethren were present,J. F. Garver in charge. Ques
tions were asked and good instruction given. July 23, G. R. 
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Wells began a series of meetings, in company with J. F. 
Garver, continuing until August 7, after which ten were bap
tizedbyJ. F. Garver. August 12, by request of the Sunday 
school, G. R. Wells held a special meeting at which he ex
plained the matter of graded and uniform lessons, also con
ducting a round table. Maggie Wilkinson was made superin
tendent of Religio Home Depal'tment in place of Martha Wil
liams, resigned; and Lizzie Williams was made superintendent 
of the Sunday School Home Department in place of Bell Burke, 

. resiglwd. 

LAMONI.-A ml:\ss meeting to which everybody was in
vited, was held the last Sunday in September, to discuss the 
question: "Do 'rYe need the Order of Enoch in Lamoni Stake 1" 
The lower room of the church was crowded and the' interest 
was fine. A, m.otion authorizing the Bishop to draw np some
thing as a basis for an organization ''\Tas lost, but provision 
was made for a meeting the last Sunday in October to con
tinue the discussion. 

The Religio elected the following officers in July: Amos 
Berve, ,president; Cyril Wight, v~ce president; Elva Scott, 
s€creta~y; Flora Scott, treasurer; Gracia Nicholson, organist; 
Zadie Salyards, chorister; Alice Strickland, home department 
superintendent; Lucy Gunsolley, correspondent. 

DAVISCITY.-There are so few members that not much is 
doing, but the Sunday school is kept up and there is preaching 
every second and fourth Sunday; no regular preacher, now 
one and then another; James McDiffit presides. Of the Sun
day school, Alice Mal'ble is superintendent;. Fanny Post, as
sistant; Myrta Marble, secretary; Lulu Scott, treasurer. 

EVERGREEN.-The following ministers have spoken there 
in the last three months: Oscar Anderson, Joseph Roberts, 
R. J. Lambert, A. B. Young, J. W. Wight, O. A. Bender, J. R. 
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Lambert;W. P. Robinson, J. F. Garver, J. R"Mariin, Roy M. 
Young, W. E. ShakespeaTe, and James Richey. 

The Religio has been discontinued, but it is thought that 
it will start up again before long. 

LEON.---;H. A. Stebbins has been visiting the branch and 
holding meetings one Sunday each month under very dis
couraging cjrcumstances. The church members who hold the 
highest positions in society never go. near the meetings, and 
are of no real help in supporting the work. 

ELLSTON AND TINGLEY.-H. A. Stebbins writes from Ell
ston, November 1: 

This part is another where no elder com~s but myself since the 
branch was disorganized; in faet for nearly two years. I have preached 
at Tingley the past two and one half years, but not here till last summer. 
A young man named Elmer Click, nephew of Sister Stone, became in
terested and convinced and I baptized him. From April I have preached 
more both at Tingley and here. ' 

DEATHS 

Mary A. Barnes, Saints' Home, Lamoni, July 12, aged 96. 
Frances S. Brantwaite, Lamoni, August 12, aged 65. 
Charles H. Barr, Lamoni, August 14, aged 78. 
Jfcob Blatt, Leon, Iowa, August 16, aged 51. 
Stine Larsen, Evergreen, August 27, aged 83. 
T. R. Allen, Saints' Home, Lamoni, September 7, al

most 91. 

LAMONI STAKE 

There is no part of the great harvest field that needs missionary 
labor any more than does the Lamoni Stake, comprised of eleven counties, 
eight in Iowa and three in Missouri. Some think that this is a city of 
Saints and that our, people have if all their own way: that'the visitor 
will.hear no bad language on the streets, smell no tobacco, and see no 
drunkenness. In spite of the fact that the town has never tolerated a 
saloon, liquor is sold slyly by permission of the interstate law, which 
allows it to be shipped in to private parties. But we hope the day is not 
far distant when this tl'affie will be regarded by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission in the same class as tuberculous cows, and such things, which 
may be stopped by state authorities at the bordel' line. 
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'The people in' and about the town are not all converted. ' We have 
preached at schoolhouses arid churches in all points of. the compass. We 
have in mind one schoolhouse eight miles out where only one fellow 
member of the church was in the audience, he being the only one in the 
district. At other places there were a few members; at another school
house, Sunday school was ~rganized by our people with nonmembers in 
the majority. We have several good branches to the south and west of 
town. This stake is quite a mission in itself; so we find plenty to do. 
There are more calls than can be attended to, notwithstanding all willing 
men of the local priesthood are out each Sunday filling appointments. 
The stake presidency. have their time entirely occupied looking after 
their duties, and they and tne few missionarie,s appoInted to the stake 
cooperate with each other for the best interests of the work as a whole. 

Qur efforts have been blessed. During the month of July there 
was a sort of a rally for the ,auxiliaries at Hiteman, the second largest 
branch of the stake. This was very profitable to both Sunday school and 
Religio, while the cause of social' purity received special attention from 
Elder John Garver, and Professor C. B. Woodstock of Graceland College. 
These same brethren gave special addresses on the same subject at the 
Stake reunion in August. ' 

Following the rally at Hiteman, Elder Gal"Ver and the writer held 
a series of meetings at the request of the local officers. We had, planned 
a similar series at two other places before ,the reunion, but the interest 
at 'Hiteman grew and grew until we found that most of the time was 
gone. People are certainly interested when they will go to the church 
fifteen times in eight days, including two Sundays and all usual Sunday 
meetings, and that during the month of July. The result of these meet
ingswas ten baptisms, mostly heads of families, and' their companions. 
There were several others who made matters right and renewed their 
covenants. 

This year the stake reunion committee did not pro~ure speakers 
from a distance and used home talent. But that fact did not detract one 
bit from the success of the reunion here. Those who claim to know say 
it was one of the best ever, both in sermons and prayer meetings, as well 
as attendance. Financial aid was never better" in spite of shortage of 
crops. It was decided t~ purchase the grounds, and nearly enough money 
was raised to pay for it. A good tent was also bought.-Gomer R. Wens, 
in Ensign. ' 

GRACELAND COLLEGE 

Graceland College opens for the fall term under very favorable 
auspices. The enrollment is double that of last year. , 

During a recent visit to the college we were very favorably im
pressed with the general tone of the institution. It was after class hours, 
and the students who occupy the dormitol'ies were all busy and appar-
ently happy. ' 
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Those who fear that college life will make our boys idle or 'effemi
nate should have ~een the eollege boys digging in the trench and per
forming other hard muscular labor in connection with erecting the new 
heating plant, a separate building put Up entirely by student labor, and 
to be equipped to heat the eollege building and both dormitories. 

The girls were busy in the kitchen,at quiltmaking, and other work, 
securing a pradical course in d()mestic science aRd at the same time pay
ing' their way. 

The whole ani.ruated scelle was very pleasing, and the spiritual and 
moral tone of the place quite in contrast with that of some other similar 
institutions. 

Under the supervision of Brother Berve many things have been 
done to make the students more comfortable.' Both dormitories have 
been equipped with bathrooms., with hot and cold water, and(~o1nplete 
system of sewerage. The dini'ilg room nasbeen papered and decorated 
so that it presents anex:tremely neat andhotnel.ike appearance. These 
are a few of the many improvements that have been made, and others 
are under way."-E. A. S., in Sain'ts' Herald September 27. 

REPORT FOR ,OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER, 1911 

ROBERTS-LONG DEBATE 

The discussion was held five miles west and one mile south 
of Eagleville, Missouri, in Zion Church, beginning November 
28 and closing December 7, 1911. There were three proposi
tions discussed; six sessions of two hours each on each pro:
position: 

1. The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
is the Clmrch of Christ, and is in harmony with the Bible in faith, doc
trine, teaching, organization, and IH'actice. E. E. Long affirms; W. G. 
Roberts denies. 

2. The church of which I, O. A. Timmons:, am a member, called 
by my brethren,' The Church of Christ, is in harmony with the church 
established by Jesus Ohrist and his apostles, in engin, organization, 
doctrine, and practice. W. G. Roberts affirms; E. E. Long denies. 

3. The Book of Mormon is of divine origin and its teaching entitled 
to the faith and respect of all Christian people. E. E. Long affirms; 
G. W. Roberts denies. 

J. F. Garver was moderator for Elder Long and O. A. 
Timmons for Elder Rob.frts. George Yark was chail"luan. 
Eldel' Long \\'Tites of it: 
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A keen interest was manifested and close attention given through
out. We were treated courteously by the people after the third day, 
and we could not begin to respond to the invitations to go home with the 
people. We had been misrepresented and branded as a set of cowards 
for two years, so there was considerable prejudice to allay at the' begin
ning, but so soon as the people' saw the apparent ease with which we 
defended our position, the tide began to turn in our favor. 

The results were all we could ask for. Many warm friends were 
inade and pressing invitations to come again were extended. 

The circumstances leading up t~ the debate are too lengthy and 
complex to be used in the limited space. Suffice to say the primary cause 
was a written challenge from O. A. Timmons to Brother E. E. Marsha]l, 
some two years ago. 

All in all I consider it the most successful debate I have ever held. 
I had fine liberty and a calm assurance from the start. 

Elder J. F. Gar~er writes to the Ensign thus: 

The Lord was with us in great power in this debate, and it was a 
marked victory for the cause. E~erybody in the community outside of 
Roberts's own people flocked to. our side, and even Roberts himself seemed 
to . sense keenly the situation. I never saw defeat so plainly written o,n 
a human countenance. 

ORDER OF ENOCH 

Bishop Joseph Roberts writes to the stake historian, De
cember 28, ,1911 : 

I am sending you herewith some data showing what is being dOne 
towards establishing the Order of Enoch in the stake. 

The following communication to Presiding Bishopric was signed 
November 26, 1911. The communication was previously sent to the 
Presiding Bishop, E. L. Kelley. 

"To PresidIng Bishopric: 

"We, the undersigned officers and members of Lamoni Stake of the 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, being desirous 
of doing our fun duty and working up to our highest efficiency under the 
law of God, hereby express our willingness to be organized, and ililcor
porated under the laws of the State of Iowa, into such an order or or
ganization as section 128 of Doctrine and Covenants directs the qishopric 
of the church to establish: . -
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John Sniith 
Joseph Roberts 
J.F. Garver 
R. J. Lambert 
Edward 'J. Giles 
E.E. Long 
J. A. Gunsoll'ey 
Eli Hayer 
C. L. Dann 
Ella Sanders 
May Bell Smith 
Eliza Hancock 
R. S. Salyards 
C. 1. Carpenter 
James Anderson 
A. Carmichael 
J. W. Barr 
D. C. White 
Oscar Anderson 
Robert M. Elvin 
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Moroni Traxler 
S. A. Bmgess 
M. M. Turpen 
W. B. Paul 
G. R. Wells 
Parley Batten 
John R. Evans 
Roy E. Haskins 
E. F. Hall 
H. C. Smith 
Amos Berve 
J. R. Lam bert 
J. W. Vail 
S. K. Sorensen 
James J. Johnson 
D. D. Young 
Sam Shakespeare 
William N. Abbott 
Minnie Bel've 
Robert Johnston 
Alma P. Abbott 

Belle Hayer 
George Kemp 
Columbus Scott 
Chal']es B. Woodstock 
Lorenzo Hayer 
W.G. Plain 
S. D. Shippy 
Hannah Shakespeare 
Mary J. Garner 
Pearl Jamison 
F. M. McDonald 
V. W. Gunsolley 
Anna Salyards 
Kate E. Smith 
Jane Butts 
Maria Bradfield 
Alice A. Greenwood 

. A. B. Godfrey 
E. D. Moore 
Ev~ Denio 

LAMONI STAKE JOINT CONVENTION 

The joint convention of Sunday school and Religio was held at 
, Hiteman, Iowa, November 2 and 3, ·1911. The program was as follows: 

Thul'~day.-7.80 p. m., we had twoexcelknt addresses: "Our young 
people," by R. V. Hopkins, of Graceland College; "Parental responsibili
ties," by J. F. Garver, of the stake presidency. The attendance at this 
meeting was large, and all were delighted, especially the visiting dele
gates, at the music of the Hiteman Sunday school and church orchestra. 

Friday.-8.30 a. m., a prayer meeting never to be forgotten; for it 
was filler! 'with good testimonies- and the admonitions and revelation of 
the Holy Spirit. 

From 9.:10 to 10.30 was taken up in routine busine"ss of the stake 
Sunday School A~sociation, Superintendent A. L. Keen in the chair; 
10.45 to J100n was occupied by the stake Religio Society in like 'capacity, 
with President C. 1. Carpenter in the chair. 

The afternoon session was taken up mostly \vith round table, in 
charge of G. R. Wells. The seven elements found in every lesson were 
canvassed thoroug11ly and a profltable time was spent hy an. 

At 7.30 p. m., the Hiteman orchestra again opened an evening pro
gram that would be hard to beat. J. F. Garver was in charge. "How 
do the auxiliaries help the church?" was canvassed in a short address by 
C. B. Woodstock, of Gl'aceland College. "H~w may the church assist the 
auxiliaries?" was answered by G. R. Wens. "Who m'e responsible for 
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the success of the auxiliaries?" was the'theme spoken by C. I. Carpenter; 
These addresses were interspersed by notewOl,thy vocal talent by the 
Hiteman Saints. We have misplaced our notes, but we are sure that the 
superintendent of the Hiteman school, Brother Ted Giles, and the young 
son of Brother Morgan, the music teacher and conductor of the orchestra, 
sang· in a manner that needs· no· pencil to make memory· active . 

. , Then there was the singing on both evenings of a Hiteman male 
voice party that caused some of the VIsitors to talk about it in the prayer 
meeting.'in praise. We must not fail to insel1; that most, if not'alI, of 
the Inusicwas written or al'ranged for instnmiental and vocal numbers 
by this same Brother John Morgan, some of its words and music by 
him; The church has in this brother a competent atrangerand composer; 
Hale W. Smith sang that favorite solo, "Shout the battle cry/' with 
orchestra accompaniment arranged on short notice by Brother Morgan. 
If anyone wishes to get further acquainted with this gifted brother, turn 
and sing, "One· hour with Jesus," iII: Saints' Hymnal, number 337. 

And then, after this spiritual, literary, and musical convention,
followed the best conference that the Lamoni Stake has had fOl' at 
least ten years; so say the old hands. All went home refreshed and ready 
for the labors of life as never before. We heard some of the workers 
who had not been away from their toil for some time say they never can 
forget these meetings at Hiteman.~The Sunday School Exponent, Jan· 
uary, 1912. . 

CONVENTION MINUTES 

Sunday school convention met in· joint session with the Religio at 
Hiteman, Iowa, November 2, 1911, at 9045 a. m. Stake Superintendent 
A. L. Keen in charge. Reports, verbal and written, were received from 
all officers, showing every department in a good condition, and officers 
active. Two new schools had been organized, one at the Sweet Creek 
Schoolhouse, the other at Bloomington Center Schoolhouse, both near 
Lamoni. Thirteen locals reported having home departments, a gain of 
three. The cradle roll numbers 191 members. The resignation of W. E. 
Shakespe~re as assistant superintendent was accepted, and G. R. Wells 
was elected to fill the unejfpired term. Seventeen schools reported a 
membership of 1,256, total receipts of $589.07 in collections, and a 
bala:nce on hand June 30 of $148.06. Bills were allowed for all expenses 
and the stake library board was granted a request for $7 for the pur-. 
chase of new books. This board reported the gift from the Lamoni school 
of about one hundred books, which had been fonned into thl'ee small cir
culating libraries for the use of the several local schools in the stake. 
The place for holding the spring convention was set the same as the place 
of holding the spring conference, the date just previous to said confer- . 
ence. DUl'ing the convention a joint prayer meeting and three joint ses
sions of institute work were held .. Variou.s phases of Sunday school and. 
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Religio work and social purity were presented. These were all pleasant 
and profitable gatherings. CHARLES B. WOODSTOCK, Stake Secretary. 

CONFERENCE 

The thirty-second conference of Lamoni Stake met at Hiteman, 
Iowa, November 4 an.d 5. Reports were r~ad from the ministry in the 
stake, the local branches, the stake bishopric, the stake library board, 
the stake Sunday school and Religio conventions, and the quorums of 
elders, priests, teachers, of the stilke. An appropriation of $8 was al
lowed for the work of the library board. The time and place of holding 
the next conference were left to the stake presidency.' Four were bap
tized and confirmed. The work of the Woman's Auxiliary was presented 
by Letha Tilton in a meeting of ;mothers. The social purity work was 
presented by Roy V. Hopkins, o{ihe general committee, and J. F. Garvel', 
the local stake worker for tl1e movement, in a special session held by the 
.Sunday school and Religioconvention, and quorum meetings were held 
by the elders and priests of the local stake quol'ums. The sessions were 
very spiritual from the first to the last, and as a whole the conference 
was pronounced by all as one of the best .ever held in the stake. The 
preaching was by Elders Richard S. Salyards, Joseph Roberts, and John 
Smith. C. 1. CARPENTER, Aetin.q Secretary. 

The membership of the branches reporting at the con
ference is as follows: Graceland 25, Ward 32, Leon 42, And
over 50, Greenville 57, Oland 60, Centerville 79, Lone Rock 91, 
Pleasanton 91, Lucas 143, Evergreen 151, Hiteman 194, La- 0 

moni 1,595. 

QUORUM REPORTS 

Elders 

We present herewith a report of the Fifth Quorum of Elders, .known 
as the Lamoni Stake Quorum. We have a membership of fifty elders, 
many of whom, however, are aged and incallable of much active service. 
We have lost by death Thomas R. Allen and Levi Atkinson since our· 
last report, and have gained by ordination Roy V. Hopkins, Oscar An-

'derson, and A. W. Boden; also Hale W. Smith by his removing his mem
bership to the Lamoni Branch. 

We h()ld regular monthly meetings at Lamoni and strive to Jearn 
more clearly our duty and seek to qualify ourselves for service. 

The quorum and its membership desire to keep themselves in reacU
ness to perform any and all service which may be ours toperiorm in the 
Master's cause. Suhmitted for the quorum. C. L Carpenter, president; 
James Allen, counselor; Charles B. Woodstock, counselor and secretary. 
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Priests 
The Se~ond QUQ1Um of Priests desires to report as follows: Since 

our report in Febi'Uary we have held three quorum meetings-two at 
Lamoni on the 2d and 3d of June,and one at Hiteman the 3d of Novem
ber-and can say that We have now accomplished that which we have So 
long desired, we have adopted a set of constitution and by-laws fo.rthe 
quorum. 

So we will soon be in a good working order. Our desires are to do 
all. we can for the advance of the gospel here; among the children of men. 

Praying for the success of the conference, we remain yOUl;" brethren 
for the advance of God's work. James J. Johnson, Secretary of Quor\lm, 

Teachers 
The Second QUOl'Um of Teac1!ers organized at Lamoni, Iowa, desire 

to repo~i as follows: We have seventeen (17) mem'PElrs in quorum, in
cluding officers. Seven of the members a.re inactive 011 account of old 
age. 

Al'e holding regular meeting,s each month. Teachers of this quorum 
are workers in Lamoni Branch, assisting in. services, visiting the WilY
ward ones, and attending to duties calling for the service's of ~ teacher-. 

The above reports of .the elders, priests, and teachers 
quorums were made to the conference at Hiteman, in N ovem
ber, 1911. 

BaANCHES 

CENTERVILLE.-The work here seems to be in a rundown condition, 
as low as it has been in many years. We still have a small Sunday school 
and Rcligio and regular services during the week such as preaching on 
Sundays and prayer m\'letings on Wednesday evenings. Durmg the past 
two weeks G. R. Wens, who is now stationed here py appointment, and 
R. S, Salyards have heen holding spacial meetings, but the interest seems 
to be dead. It is a hal'q :place to get strangers to cOme out to hear the 
gospel. To-night's service will close the serie§!, andSQ tar no applications 
for baptism have been received. Qne eVening We had :nine strangers out, 
the most at anyone evelling; yet the brethren think that m~ch KOOq has 
been done and the rllaping will come by anQ. by. We have a membership 
of seventy-eight at presllnt, forty~three in Sunday school, and, twenty in 
lUlligio, but not n~r all al'e active. Several \'>f the membel'sSeem toap
preciate the Drake Library by taking books to re~d, but I do not know of 
allY particular course being p\lrsued by such reading. 

With the appointment of Brother Wells to labor here we a.re all 
looking forward to a brighter future for Centerville. Tlus is the first 
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time Centerville and vicinity has been honored in this way and we all 
expect to lend a helping hand in building up the cause here. 

RUSSELL ARCHIBALD. 

EVERGREEN.-Some of the aged ones are somewhat under the 
weather at this writing, while some are alive and doing what they can, 
and others are careless and do not seem to take much interest in the 
work at any time. I received a card about the first of the year from 
Roy M. Young, who has been ~fflicted for almost a year now, and is at 
present at Eldorado Springs; Missouri. While there he got very low and 
thought his time had come, but while he was lying on the lounge he said, 
"Lord, 1 have done all I can, now it is your time to come to my rescue 
if I am to do a work for you," and that night the answer came, and 
Brother;Roy is now as well as any person can be. 'Ve see by this if we 
will only heed the Lord's commandments, he is always ready to answer 
when we call. 

R. V. Hopkins, H. A. Stebbins, A. B. Young, F. M. McDonald, J. S. 
Roth, H. N. Snively, C. Scott, C. W. Dillon, II. C. Smith, T. J. Bell, 
James .J. Johnson, James H. Martin, sr., have preached here. The fol.; 
lowing officers have been chosen for the year 1912: A. B. Young, presi
dent; James ·-R. Martin, priest; Samuel Shakespeare, teacher; John B. 
Anderson, deacon; James J. Johnson, clerk of branch; Emma Steckel, 
chorister; Martha Martin, organist; Henry Kaestner, member library 
bom'd. Sarah A. Martin, wife of James H. Martin, died October 12, 1911. 

The follOWing Sunday school officers were elected for the six months 
-.January 1 to July I, 1912: James J. Johnson, superintendent; Clar
ence Young, associate; Henry Garland, secretary; Orlando Work, treas
urer; Emma Steckel, member library board and organi~.t; Martha Martin, 
chorister. 

TIle Religio is dead; no meetings. JAMES J. JOHNSON. 

Lu-cAs.-My last report to conference was 143, of which number 
97 were absent. Some of the balance are temporarily absent, while some 
others we seldom see. We are carrying on our meetings with exception 
of weekly prayer service, the officers of the branch doing the preaching 
generally with assistance of Brothers J. J. Watkins, Thomas Hopkins, 
and John T. Evans,who are temporal'ily absent. Elder John H. Tib
bels, of Lowry City, Missouri, formerly a member here, preached three 
times during April, May, and June, walking down from Chariton for 
that purpose. A very interesting series of meetings, commencing Oc
tober 1 and ending October 22, was held. Go'od attendance and best of 
interest; Brother Garver being the principal speaker; Brothel' Joseph 
Roberts occupying four times and assisting a few times, but not present 
balance of series. Brother Garver. talks of coming back in February and 
we hope for results. Brother Hale W. Smith was here in interest of 
puhlishing department October 29 to November 1, preached foul' times, 
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attendance and interest only fair, made several sales. Have lost three 
members by removal eluring the past year, present number 142. 

Branch elected officers December 11, as follows: John R. Evans, 
president; John A. Evans, priest, deacon, and treasurer; J. W. Talbot, 
teacher, seeretary, and chorister; Charlotte Phillips, organist. The Sun
day school gave an entertainment Christmas night to a full house and 
collected $7.57.. Officers were elected January 7, 1912: J. W. Talbot, 
superintendent and chorister; J. A. Evans, associate and home depart
ment superintendent; Jannet Evans, secretary; Florence Talbot, treas
urer; Lottie Lewis, organist. Five dollars were donated to the brancb, 
Sister'McHarness visited the school November 6 and tried to encourage 
home department work. We are slow to move in this line. Our Sunday 
school numbers about 32, with prospective increase. A new library 
board was dlOsen with the assistance of Brother Garver, October 6: 
J. W. Talbot, chairman; J. A. Evans, treasurer; Charlotte Phillips, secre
tary. Have not yet selected librarian. We have no Religio. While there 
has been an effort to re-open the Big Hill mine, thus far it has proved a 
fizzle; I have little confidence. They're owing money all over; can't meet 
their obligations. J. W. TALBOT. 

HlTE:.vlAN.-Therc has been preaching by J. J. Watkins, R. S.". 
Salyards, Joseph Roberts, John Smith, Hale Smith, J. R. Evans, J. F. 
Garver, Charles Harpe, and commencing November 7, J. S. Roth delivered 
a series of eight lectures on the Book of Mormon under the "auspices of 
the Religio. October 29 J. T. Williams was elected associate priest on 
account of the temporary absence of John Griffiths, the presiding priest. 
December 5, the branch elected officers: W. B. Williams, president; J. T. 
Williams, priest; William Wilkinson, teacher; Dan Williams, deacon; 
Alex Miller, secretary; John Jenkins, financial secretary and member 
library board; Dan Williams, tl'easurer; E. J. Giles, chorister; J. L. Mor
gan, organist. The Sunday school elected officers December :n; E. J. 
Giles, superintendent; D. T. Williams, first associate; John Jenkins, sec
ond associate; Bessie Giles, secretary; Thomas Williams, h'easurer; J. L. 
Morgan, chorister; Dlanche Adamson, organist; W. E. Williams, member 
library board. The ReJigio elected officers J anumy 5, 1912: Thomas 
Williams, president; George Mayer; vice president; Marietta Williams, 
secretary; Stella Barkel', treasurer; E. J. Giles,.chorister; Blanche Adam
son, organist; Preston Leach; member library board; Lizzie E. Williams, 
home department superintendent. We aTe all well; most of the Saints 
are enjoyirig good health. Work has been slow this past year. 

WILLIAM WILSON. 

WARD.-We have had some special meetings here since the organ
ization by Brother Garver, and Brother Hale Smith, and by Brother 
Roberts; they had good meetings all of them. There was lots of interest 
taken in them. There is a midweek prayer meeting here and they take 
good interest in it, as well as in the Religio and Sunday school. 

D. W. WILUAMS, Secret:ary. 
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LAMONI,-The annual election pi b~anch officers was held at the 
Saints' church on Tuesday night, January 2, with the following results: 
The stake presidency was retained as the branch presidencY. Those com
posing the presidency are Elders John Smith, J. F. Garver, R. S. Sal
yards, Cyril Wight, clerk; .J. W, Barr, presiding priest; John Weedmark, 
presiding teacher; Herbert Barto, presiding deacon; C. B, Woodstock 
was retained ail member of the library board, John Midgorden was 
elected as member of the cemetery board. W. W. Pitkin, who :retired 
as member of the cemetery board, Was given a vote of thanks for his 
efficient 'service while in office. The Star of Bethlehem Sunday Seho.;.l 
made the hearts of many people glad on Christmas by taking well-filled 
dinner baskets to them. It is reported to us that about twenty-five 
baskets were distributed by them. This is certainly a deed wQrthy of 
much praise. 

At a me.eting of the Patronesses Society held on Friday afternoon 
the following officers were elected for the year 1912: Mrs. M. B. Nichol
son, president; Flora L. Seott, vice president; Vida Morgan, I'ecretary; 
Mrs. Nellie Prall, treasurer; Mrs .. Kate Smith, corresponding secretary. 
During the past year this society of ladies has done a vast 8:m.oun~ of . 
work for Graceland College and is one of the best financial helps the 
institution has.-Lamoni Ch7·onicle. 

PLEASANTON.-The church work got in a bad way, almost to .a whis
per when we took a new start, and are doing better now. Religio is 
dead. C. E. MOREY. 

DEATHS 

Edith L. Mark, of Pleasanton Branch, at Flagler, Colo
rado, September 24, 27 y.ears, 7 months, 16 days. 

Loren Gaulter, near Lamoni, Iowa, October 1, 55 years, 
4 months, 6 days. 

Catherine Stedman, Lamoni, Iowa, October 11, 80 years, 
3 months, 23 days. 

Sarah A. Martin, Lamoni, Iowa, Octoher 12, 59 years. 
Elmer A. GIick,.Ellston, Iowa, October 29, 20 years, 1 

month, 27 days. 
Nathan Weedmark, Lamoni, Iowa, November 9, 79 years, 

5 months, 21 days. 
Lyman J. Wight, Topeka, Kansas, Novem:bel' 25, 53 years, 

11 months, 18 days .. 
Charles J. Anderson, near Ellston, Iowa, November 30, 

86 years. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 

When was the Epitorlve of Faith and Doctrine fo'rm-u
lated? 

The first consecutive statement of the faith and doctrine 
of the church was made by Oliver Cowdery in the first issue 
of the Latter Day Saints' M essenge1' and Advocate, published 
at Kirtland, Ohio, in a signed editorial bearing date of Kirt
land, Ohio, October, 1834, and is as follows: 

That our principles may be fully known we here state them briefly: , 
We believe in God, and his Son Jesus Christ. We believe that God, 

from the beginning, revealed himself to man; and that whenever he has, 
had a people on earth, he always has revealed himself to them by the 
Holy Ghost, the ministering of angels, 'or his own voice. We do not 
believe that he ever had a church on earth without revealing himself to 
that' church; consequently, there were apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
pastors, and teachers, in the same.-We believe 'that God is the same 
in all ages; and that it requires the same holIness, purity, and religion," 
to save a man now, as it did anciently;. and that, as he is no respecter 
of persons, always has, and always will reveal himself to men when they 
call upon him. ' 

We believe thatG~d h~s ,revealed him,self to men in this age, and 
commenced to raise up a church preparatory to his second advent, when 
he will come in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

We believe that the popular religious theories of the day are incor
rect; that they are without parallel in the revelations of God, as 
sanctioned by him; and that however faithfully they may be adhered 
to, or however zealously and warmly they may be defended, they will 
never stand the strict scrutiny of the word of life. 

We believe that all men are born free and equal; that no man,' 
combination of men, or government of men, have power or authority to 
compel or force others to embrace any system of religion, or religious 
creed, or to use force or violence ,to prevent others from enjoying their 
own opinions, or, practicing the same, so long as they do not molest or 
disturb others in theirs, in a manner to deprive them of their privileges 
as free citizens-or of worshiping God as they choose, and that any 
attempt to the contrary is an assumption unwarrantable in the revela
tions of heaven, and strikes, at the root of civil liberty, and is a sub
version of all equitable principles between man' and man. 

We believe that God has set his hand the' second time to recover 
the remnant of his people, Israel; and that the time is near when he 
will bring them from the four winds, with songs of everlasting joy, and 
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reinstate them upon their own lands which he gave their fathers by 
covenant. 

And further: vVe believe in embracing good wherever it may be 
found; of proving all things, and holding fast that which. is righteous. 

This, in short, is our belief, and we stand ready to defend it upon 
its own foundation whenever it is assailed by men of character and re
spectability.-And while we act upon these broad principles, we trust 
in God that we shall never be confounded. 

In a signed article entitled "History of the Latter Day 
Saints" published in An Original History of the Religious 
Denominations in the United States, edited by I. Daniel Rupp, 
of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and published by Humphreys, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1844, Joseph Smith gives the 
items of belief of the church as follows: 

We believe in God the Eternal Father, and in his son Jesus Christ, 
and in the Holy Ghost. 

We believe that men will be punished for their own sins and not for 
Adam's transgrcs~ion. 

We believe that thrQugh the atonement of Christ all men may be 
saved by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel. 

We believe that these ordillances are: 1st, Faith in· the Lord J eSils 
Christ; 2d, Repentance; ·3d, Baptism by immersion for the remission of 
sins; 4th, Laying on of hands for the gift of the H6lyGhost. 

We believe that a man must be called of God by "prophecy, and by 
laying on of hands," by those who are in authority to preach the gospel 
and administer in the ordinances thereof. 

vVe believe in the same organi:;,ation that existed in the primitive 
church, viz, apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists, etc. 

We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated 
correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God. 

We believe all that God has revealed, all that he does now reveal, 
and we believe that he will yet reveal many great and important things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

We believe in the literal gathering of Israel, and in the restoration 
of the ten tribes. That Zion will be built upon this continent. That 
Christ will reign personally upon the earth, and that the earth· ,viII be 
renewed and receive its paradisal glory. 

We claim the privilege of worshiping Almighty God according to 
the dictates of our conscience, and allow all men the same privilege, let 
them wori'hip how, where, or what they may. 

\Ve believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magis" 
h'ates; in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law. 

We believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and 
in doing good t.o all men; indeed we may say that we follow the admoni-
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tion of Paul: "we believe all things; we hope all things:" we have endured 
many thing's, arid hope to be able to endure all things. 1f there is any
thing virtuous, lovely, or of good report, or praiseworthy, we seek there
after. 

The above epitome was published in the Chicago Demo
cmt in March, 1842, over .Joseph Smith's signature. 

In 1:1 memorial to Congress adopted by the April coni'el'
~nCe of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints at Plano, Illinois, 1870, the following epitome of 
faith was included: 

RPITOME OP THE FAITH AND DOCTRINES OF THE REORGANIZED CHFRCH 

OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER. DAY SAINTS 

We believe in God the Eternal Father, and in his Son Jesus Christ, 
and in the Holy Ghost. 

\Ve believe that men will be punished for theiT own sins, and not 
fOl' Adam's tl·ansgression. 

We believe that through the atonement of Christ, all men may be 
saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel. 

We believe that these oTdinances are: 
lst.-Faith in God and in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2d.-Repentance. 
3d.-Baptism by immersion, for the remission of sins. 
4th.--Laying on of hands fo}' the gift of the Holy Ghost._ 
5th.--We believe in the resurrection of the body; that the dead in 

Christ will rise first, and the rest of the dead ""ill not live again until 
the thousand years shall have expired. 

6th.-We believe in the doctrine of eternal judgment, which pro
vides that men shall be judged, rewarded, or punished, according to the 
degree of good, or evil, they shall have done. . 

We believe that a man must be called of God, and ordained by the 
laying on of hands of those who are in authority, to entitle him to preach 
the gospel, and administer in the ordinances thereof. 

We believe in the same kind of organization that existed in the 
primitive church, viz: Apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists, 
helps and governments. 

We believe that in the J3ible is ('ontained the word of God, so far 
as it is translated cOTl'ectly. We believe that the canon of scripture is 
not full, hut that God, by his Spirit, will continue to reveal his word to 
man until the end of time. 

We believe in the powers and gifts ·of the everlasting gospel, viz: 
the gift of faith, discerning of 8pirits, prophecy, revelation, visions, 
healing, tongues, and the interpretation of tongues, wisdom, charity, 
brotherly love, and all other Christian graces. 
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We believe that marriage is ordained of God; and that the law of 
God provides for but one companion in wedlock, for either man or woman 
-except in cases where the contI'act of marriage is broken by death or 
transgression, 

We believe that the doctrines of a plurality and a community of 
wives are hel'eaies, and are opposed to the law of God, 

We believe that to all men there should be accorded the right to 
worship Almighty -God in such a manner as the conscience of each may 
approve, provided that such worship does not enjoin a disregard of 
wholesome l~ws, or lead to an infringement of the rights of others,
Saints' Herald, vol. 17, p. 326. 

-~. 
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BY R. S. SALYARDS 
l./ '7 
::1 

JOHN SMITH. Another veteran has answered the last 
1'011 call, and the church militant has lost a valiant soldier of 
the cross in the departure from earth life on April 22, 1923, 
of Patriarch John Smith, at Lamoni, Iowa. He was the son 
of Henry and Mary Smith, and was born at Stockport, Eng
land, February 8, 1844. 

He came to America when a young man and served in the 
UnitedSta.tes Navy during the Civil War. He was baptized 
into the church by Elder J. W. Gillen at Fall River, Massa
chusetts, December 1, 1865. He was ordained & priest Jan
uary 3, 1866, and an elder February 18, 1866, a seventy April 
11, 1886, high priest April 19, 1900, and a patriarch June 18, 
1916. 

He lived most of his life in Fall River, and New Bedford, 
Massachusetts, where his first wife died. He was married 
again, to Sister Kate Blood. He removed to Lamoni, Iowa; 
to serve the church as business manager of the Herald Pul;>
lishing House. When the Lamoni Stake was organized he 
was chosen president of the stake, April 30, 1901, and served 
until 1916, when he was ordained a patriarch. 

"Sturdy integrity" was the outstanding feature of his 
character. "Honest John Smith," he was called. He pos
sessed rare common sense, which with honest simplicity and 
strength, caused him to be trusted implicitly. Behind an out
spoken, apparent bluntness there was a generous heart, which 
expressed itself in abiding love of the truth and in constant 
service for the people of God. Unassuming, persevering, in
dustrious, he pursued his duties regularly ap.d steadfastly. 
Many were blessed by his ministrations. His statements and 
predictions under the influence of the spirit of prophecy, 
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which he was permitted to exercise, were like the man him
self, reliable and trustworthy. 

His home in the East, and later in the West, was a place 
of unusual hospitality to Saints and ministry. With "Aunt 
Kate" at Lamoni he practically kept "open house." Deceased, 
as to mortality, he lives and speaks through his service and 
fellowship~ 

"An honest man is the noblest work of .God." This 
tribute he deserves and has earned, because of his purity of . 
heart. He kept the even tenor of his way amidst many trying 
conditions, and maintained unwavm'ing confidence in God and 
in the latter-day work. He died in peace, destined to appear 
among the called, the chosen, and the faithful. 
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BENJAi\UN R. McGUIRE 
Presn1t Pre;;iding flishop of the Reorganized Cllltrth 

of Jesus Christ of LaUeI' Dall Saints, 1916-. 
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THE ORDER OF BISHOPS 

One of the earliest offices established in the chm'ch after 
the restoration of the gospel was that of bishop, as on Febru
ary 4, 1831, a revelation was given calling Edward Partridge 
to that office. 

I have called my servant Edward Partridge, and give a command
ment, that he should be appointed by the voice of the ,church, and or
dained a bishop unto the church, to leave his merchandise and to spend 
all his time in the Iabors of the church; to see to all things as it -shall be 
appointed unto him in my laws, in the day that I shall give them. And 
this because his heart is pure before me, for he is like unto Nathaniel (If' 
old, in whom there is no guile.-Doctl'ine.and Covenants 41: 3. . 

Edward Partridge continued 8..., bishop and presiding 
bishop of the church from ,that time until his death on the 27th 
of May, 1840. Provision was; however, made for othel' bish
ops, in a revelation given in November, 1831: 

There rema,ine1h hereafter in the due time of the LOTd, othe!' 
bishop" to be set apart unto the church to minister even according to the 
first; wherefore they shall be high priests who' <are worthy, and they 
shall he 'appointed by the first presidency of the Melchisedec priesthood, 
except they be literal descendants of Aaron, and if they be literal de
scendants of Aaron, they have a legal right to the bishopric, if they are 
the firsLbo·rn ·among the sons of Aaron.-Doctl'ine and Covenants 68: 2. 

Pursuant to this provision Newel K. Whitney was set 
apart in December, 1831, as bishop of Kirtland. This was in 
accordance with a revelation received in that month : 

Verily I say unto you, The elders of the church in this part of my 
vineyard shall rend~ an account of their stewardship unto the bishop 
which shall be appointed of -me, in this part of my vineyard. These 
things shall be had on xecord, to be handed over unto the b-ishop in Zion: 
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and the duty of th~ bishop shall be ,made known by the commandments 
whicll have been given, and the voice of the conference. 

And now, verily I say unto you, My serViant Newel K. Whitney is 
the man who shall be appointed and ordained un<to this po~er; this ifl 
the will of the Lord y<lur God, your Redeemer. Even SO.- Amen.-Doc
trine and Covenants 72: 1, 2. 

As bishop of Kirtland he was under the direction of Ed
ward Partridge, who was the bishop of Zion, or the p~esiding 
bishop of the whole church. He was instructed in September, 
1832, to travel around among the people searching after the 
poor to administer to their wants. 

As to the counselors of these men the record does not ap
pear to be entirely clear. Early in June, 1831, according to 
the Times and Seasons, volume 5, page 416, David Whitmer's 
addre~, page 64, and Autobiography of Parley P. Pratt, page 
72, at a conference in Kirtland the first high priests were or
dained; and based upon letters and other reports the statement 
is made that at this time Isaac MorleY and John Corrill were 
ordained as counselors to Bishop Edward Partridge.· Accord
ing to the Latter Day Saints Biographical Encyclopedia by 
Jensen these men were ordained at that time and Bishop Mor
ley continued in office until the death of Edward Partridge in 
1840 and John Corrill continued until 1837 when he was suc
ceeded by Titus Billings, and Titus Billings continued as coun
selor till the death of Edward Partridge. 

On the other hand, Essentials in Church History, by Jos
eph F. Smith, jr., says that these two men were ordained in 
June, 1831, as counselors to Bishop Whitney, but since Bishop 
'Whitney had not yet been ordained a bishop this would seem 
hardly probable. 

In the Times and Seas01't8, volume 6, page 800, and in' the 
History of the Church, ascribed by the Utah Church to Joseph 
Smith, volume 1, page 363, a letter .. is published from Joseph 
Smith, dated June 25, 1833, which directs that Isaac Morley 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



ORDER OF BISHOPS 887 

be ordained as the second bishop of Zion and' John Corrill afl 
the third bishop, that Edward Partridge choose as his coun
selors Parley P. Pratt and Titus Billings, and that Titus Bill
ings be ordained first a high priest; that Bishop Morley choose 
Christian Whitmer and Newell Knight as counselors and that 
Christian Whitrper be first ordained a high priest; and John 

EDWARD' PARTRIDGE 

First BisMp of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, 1831-1840. 

Corrill should choose Daniel B .. Razey and Hezekiah Peck as 
counselors, ordaining the latter first as a :Pigh priest. 

The History of Joseph Smith was changed and "corrected" 
by the Utah Church before publication. In referring to these 
texts printed after the death of Joseph Smith, jr., we do ·not 
submit them as final authority. 

At a council held January 31, 1836, of the First Pr:esi
dency, the presidents of the high council in Zion,the presi
dents of the high council in Kirtland, the twelve apostles, the 
seventy, and many elders, Vinson Knight was chosen and or-
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.J ~~.J. C .' . 

dained a high priest and bishop's coul.1selor under the hands 
of Bishop N. K. Whitney (Church History, vol. 2, p: 6). 
When the temple at Kirtland was erected meetings were held 
in the upper quorum room, and among others the bishops met 

ISRAEL L. ROGERS 

Presiding BiShop, 1860-1882. 

separately, apparently as a quorum (Church History, vol. 2, 
pp. 22,23). This no doubt included the bishops who had been 
ordained to that time, also the bishops' counselors, that is, the 
Bishop of Zion and the Bishop of Kirtland and. their counsel
ors (Millennial Star. vol. 15, pp.631-633). 
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On July 30, 1840, Nauvoo was' organized as a stake. 
Bishop Whitney was chosen as bishop of the middle ward, ' 
Bi~hop Partridge as bishop of the upper ward, and Bishop 
Knight as bishop of the lower ward, and a branch was organ-

'DA VID DANCER 

CounselO'r to Premding Bishop Israel L. Rogers, 
1873-1882. 

ized in Iowa territory across the river with Alanson Ripley as 
bishop. (Timesan,d Seasons, vol. 1, pp. 30, 31.) 

After the death of Edward Partridge, George. Miller was 
called and set apart to succeed him as the presiding bishop of 
the church. ,r;\'~':;; • 
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And again, verily I say unto you, My servant George Miller is with
out guile; he may be <trusted because of the integrity of his 11eart; and 
for the love whkh he h~s to my testimony, I, the Lord, love hj,m: I, 
therefore, say unto you, I seal upon his head the office of a Oishoprie, like 
unto my servant Edward Partridge, that he may l'eceive the consecra~ 

HENRY A. STEBBINS 

Counselor to Presiding Bi.shop Israel L. Rogers, 1875-
1882. 

tions of mine house, that he may administer bles,sings upon the heads of 
the poor of my people, saith the Lord. Let no man deSipise my servant 
George, for he ,shall honor me.-Doct:rine and Covenants 107: 8. 

And on March 21, 1841, we find reference to Bishops 
Whitney, Miller, Higbee, and Knight. Bishops Whitney and 
Miller were bishops of Kirtland and Zion respectively. Vinson 
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Knight had, been ordained a counselor to Bishop Whitney, but 
on June 28, 1838, had been chosen at Adam-Ondi-Ahmen as 
acting bishop pro tempore, by the unanimous vote of the as
sembly. (Millennial Sta,r, vol. 16, p. 181.) 

GEORGE A. BLAKESLEE 

Presiding Bishop, 1882-1890. 

A stake was also organized at one time at Ramus but was 
discontinued December 4, 1841. Also January 15, 1842, the 
stake at Zarahemla, Iowa, was discontinued. (Millennial Star, 
19: 22.) 

The presidency of the church were authorized at the con-
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ference of October, 1837, to locate other stakes for. th~ gather
ing of the Saints, and later, at the conference of October 3, 
1840, Hyrum Smith, Lyman Wight. and Almon Babbitt were 
appointed to organize stakes between Nauvoo and Kirtland. 

ELIJAH BANTA 

Counselor w Presiding Bislwp 
Ismel L. Rogers, 1873-1874 and 
to Presiding Bishop George A. 
Blakeslee, 1883-1891. . 

During that month they so organized stakes at Lima, Quincy. 
and Mount Hope in Adams County, Illinois, also at Freedom, 
and 'on November 1, they organized a stake in Morgan County, 
Illinois. (The Geneva Stake, Church History. vol. 2, p. 469.) 

It will be seen from the above that several stakes were or-
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EDMUND L. KELLEY 

Counselor to Pre.'i'iIHng Bislwp Geo·rge A. Blakeslee, 
1882-18.90; acting PTesiding Bishop, 1890-1891; Presid
ing Bishop, 1891-1916. Traveling bishop Qr bishop at 
large, 1916-. 

393 

ganized between 1837 and 1844, with, no doubt, a bishop ap
pointed in charge of each stake. Among others, a stake was 
organized on ,July 4, 1840, at Crooked Creek, Illinois. (Church 
History, vol. 2, p. 450.) Thus the idea of local bishops became 
well established in the church. 
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REORGANIZATION 

When a reorganization of the ~urch was accomplished, 
at the ,same conference that Joseph Smith was chosen and or
dained to the Presidency, IsraeL Rogers was set apart to the 
office of bishop or presiding blshop of the church. 

GEORGE H. HILLIARD 

Counselor to Presiding Bishop Edmund L. Kelley, 
1891-191~. 

Prior to this a stake had been established at Argyle, Wis
consin, known as the Zarahemla Stake. William Cline was 
appointed to preside there and chose his counselors, but ,there 
is no record of a bishop being at that time set apar~. This was 
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at the early date of April 6, 1852, and despite the following 
resolution: . 

Resolved, that, in the opinion of this conference, there is no stake 
to which the saints on this continent are oommanded to gather to this 
land p.reparatory to. the reestablishment of the church in Zion, when the 

RODERICK MAY 

Bishop of Independence District, 1900-1901; of Inde
pendence Stake, 1901~1912; of England, 1912-1920. 

scattered :saints on this land will also be commanded .to gather and re
turn ,to Zion, and to their inheritances, in fulfillment of the promises of 
God; and it is the duty of the saints to turn their hearts and their faces 
towards Zion and supplicate the Lord for such deliverance.-Church His
tory, vol. 3,' p. 210. (See also Ghurch Record, JOURNAL OF HISTORY, vol. 
14, p. 194.) 
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WILLIAM ANDERSON 

Bishop of Decatu1' District, 1900-1901, and of Lamoni 
Stake, 1901-1911. 

Bishop Rogers continued in office for twenty-two years, 
but tendered his resignation at the annual conference of April, 
1882, at Independence, Missouri. During his incumbency he 
chose in April, 1866, William Aldrich and Philo Howard as his 
counselors, but for some reason they were not ordained. Philo 
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Howard died December 25, 1869. The conference of 1872 sus
tained William Aldrich, pl'Oviding he was ordained, but he re
signed in April, 1873, and at this conference Elijah Banta and 
David· Dancer were chosen and ordained as counselors. Bishop 

CHARLES A.P ARKIN 

Bishop of Northem Californic. Distri.ct, 1900-1917. 

Banta resigned September 22, 1874, and on April 11, 1875, 
H. A. Stebbins was ordained in his stead. Both Elders Dan

. eel' and Stebbins resigned in 1882, at the same time as Bishop 
Rogers. 
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The idea of local bishops was so well established in the 
church that Bishop Austin was ordained as bishop of Nauvoo 
by direction of the April conference, 1864 (True L. D. S. Her4 
ald, vol. 5, p. 124). Then in October, 1864, ,James Anderson 

CHARLES J. HUNT 

Bishop of Gallands GTove D£IJmct, 1900-1916 and of 
Holden Stake 1916-. 

was ordained as bishop of the Saint Louis conference. The 
Saint Louis District at that time included the State of Missouri 
and the southern half of Illinois (The True L. D. S. Herald, 
vol. 6, p. 152). A year later, at the October, 1865, conference, 
David M. Gamet was ordained high priest and bishop "for this 
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western country." He was ordained near Council Bluffs, Iowa . 
(True L. D. S. He'rald, vol. 8, p. 164). 

This practice of ordaining local bishops was apparently 
then discontinued for a number of years. In the revelation of 

ELLIS SHORT 

Bishop of Spring River District and Oldahoma, 1900-
191.9. 

March 3, 1873, specific provision was made for the ordination 
of counselors to the bishop. . It will be noted above that the 
counselors fir~ chosen by Bishop Rogers were not ordained, 
but Elijah Banta and David Dancer were ordained in 1873 
pursuan.t to this revelation: 
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It is expedient that the bishop of my Cihu:Doh shall choose two coun
selors, and that they ,be ordained to their office 'as my law directs, 
that thel'e may be henceforth no caviling among my pe'ople. The bishop 
of my church .may also ,choose and appoint bi&hop~s 'agents, until it shall 
be wisdO'm in me to ordain other bishops, in the disttiots and large 
branches of my chl1rch.-Doctrine and Covenants 117: 10. . . 

Another question much agitating the church at that time 
was the establishment of stakes. The stake at Zarahemla, es~ 
tablished in 1853, had been discontinued some time before. 
This subject was also covered in the revelation of 1873: 

. It is not expedient in me that there shall be any stakes appointed 
until I command my people. When It shall be necessary I will command 
that Ithey be established. Let my commandments to gather into the re
gions round about, and the counsel of the elders of my ,chu:Dch guide in 
this matter until it shall be o.therwise given ·of me.-Doctrine and Cove
nants 117: 11. 

The resignation of Bishop Rogers was accepted by the 
conference of April, 1882, and George A. Blakeslee was chosen 
and ordained in his stead as presiding bishop of the church. 
He chose as his. counselors Elijah Banta and E. L. Kelley, 
which choice was ratified by the conference. Bishop Blakeslee 
and E. L. Kelley Were ordained at that conference, and provi
sion made for the ordination of Elijah Banta which took place 
on April 26, 1883 (Church History, vol. 4, pp. 389, 405). 

Bishop Blakeslee continued to officiate until his death on 
September 20, 1890, when E. L. Kelley was appointed by.the 
presidency to act temporarily until the. convening of the suc~ 
ceeding conference. At the April conference, 1891, E. L. Kel
ley was chosen as presiding bishop of the church, and selected 
as his counselors George H. Hilliard and E. A. Blakeslee. 

Bishop Kelley continued as presiding Bishop until the con
ference of 1916. But at the conference of 1900 President Jos~ 
eph Smith stated that the time had now come for the appoint
ing of local bishops as was indicated in the revelation of 1873 : 

To the Brethren in Conference Assembled: Having been led thereto 
by the leadings of the Spirit, as we understand them, we feel assured. 
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that the time for the beginning of the appointment of bishops, as seems 
suggested by the revelation of 1873, has come; we present for cQl1sidera
tion the follo~ing names to be set apart for ordination as bishops: C. A. 

RICHARD BULLARD 

Bishop 1900-1922 in different fields: Massachusetts, 
Eastern lvlaine, Colorado, Far We.'lt Dish'iot, and Kan-
8gS CitIJ Stake. 

P,a.rklin, San Fmncisco, California; C. J. Hunt, Deloit, Iowa; Ellis Short, 
Independence, Missouri; R. May, Independence, Mi3soUri; William An
derson, Laanoni, Iowa; J. Zimmermann, Philadelphia; R. Bul1ard, Boston, 
Massachusetts; . William Leeka, Tlhurman, Iowa; George P. Lambert, 
Rock Creek, Illinois; Thomas Taylor, Birmingham, England. 
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If approved, we request that such ordinat.ions be provided for and 
attended rtoupon their acceptance of the appointment as named. 

Respectfully, JOSEPH SMITH, for Presidency. 
If approved, those not present can be referred to the Presidency for 

Qrdination as soon as found practicable. 
LAMONI, IOWA, April 21, 1900. 

All these men were indorsed by those present and ordina
tion provided for by a unanimous vote. Provision was made 
that the First Presidency should attend to the ordination. John 
Zimmermann, of Philadelphia, and George P. Lambert, of 
Rock Creek, Illinois, expressed themselves as not yet thor
oughly satisfied and so for that time declined ordination.. The 
remaining seven men in America: Roderick May, William An
derson, and Richard Bullard were ordained at that conference 
and C. A. Parkin, C. J. Hunt, Ellis Short, and William Leeka 
were ordained during the confel1ence year. 

In 1901 the revelation presented to the church providing 
for the organization of two stakes: 

My people ,are directed to establish two stakes; onewt Independence, 
one at Lamoni, Iowa, organizing them .aiter the p,attern which is found 
im. the law; a presiding high priest with counselors, a high council, and a 
bishop and his counselors. These stakes shall be made to ,comprise the 
boundaries of the districts as they now stand, the center iat the .towns and 
places named; ,and the majority of the councils that should be chosen 
should be residents of the pLaces named, in order that there may ever be 
a sufficient body to tl'ansact the business required.-Doctrine and Cove
nants 12D: 10. 

As bishops of these districts, Roderick May was nomi
nated for Independence, and William Anderson for Lamoni. 
These men had already been ordained as local bishops of the 
church, but now were continued as bishops of these respective 
stakes. 

At this conference provision was made for the ordination 
of a bishop for Australia and also one for the South Sea 
Islands. On this.account President Alexandet· a. Smith of the 
First Presidency, left in the fall of 1901 for the South Sea 
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Islands and Australia, where he attended to both of these or
dinations; Metuaore for the South Sea Islands, George Lewis 
for Australia. The provision for this appears in the revela
tion of that year which authorized the patriarch as one of the 
Presidency to make these selections: 

WILLIAM LEEKA 

Bishop of Fretnont, Iowa, Dist·rict, 1900-1908. 

Authorize the patriar<:ha-s -one of the presidency to vis1t Australia 
and the islands of the sea, the Societ.y Lslands, authorizing him to assist 
the authorities there in arrang,ing their nussionary labor by his advice, 
and also seleCJt.ing and ordaj'ning a high priest to act in the office of bishop 
carrying with h1m the authority of the conference.-Doctrine and Cove
nants 125: 13. 
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Provision was also made for the ordination of a high 
priest and bishop in England as evidently the ordination of 
Thomas Taylor had not then taken place: 

Authorize the selection and the ·ordination of a high priest to offi
ciate in the office of bishop in England, that it may be accompli.shed as 
soon as practicable and without fail, in answer to .the request made by 
my servants in that land.-Doctrine and C<>venants 125: 13. 

Bishop E. L. Kelley as one of the First Presid,ency went +" 
to England that year and so ordained Thomas Taylor. 

In 1904 George P. Lambert agreed to accept ordination as 
bishop as provided for by General Conference resolution in 
1900, and was so set apart, and the following year John. Zim
mermann under Hke circnmstailces was also ordained. James 
Anderson 'Was stin living of those who. were ordained as local 
bishops in the early history ·of the Reorganization. TVl'clvc 
other men had been ordained as local bishops, so with Bishop 
Kelley there were then fourteen bishops in the church. 

MEETING OF BISHOPRIC 
Of these, eight bishops and seven counselors met during 

the General Conference at Lamoni, Iowa, in 1905, and for the 
first time in the histOl>y of the Reorganization held a formal 
meeting of the bishops. (G~neral Conference Resolutions 801, 
802.) This was called a meeting of the bishopric .. The fol
lowing year they met in Independence and held three. meetings, 
discussing the law of temporalities. There were then present 
five bishops and seven counselors, and twenty-four bishop's 
agents (General Conferenoe Minutes, p. 909). 

In 1907 no report was made to the conference. In 1908 
they reported as "The Order of the Bishopric" : 

To the Gene'ra.l Confe1>ence: \Ve, your brethren who have been 
cal1ed to labor 'along financial lines, have held two meetings with 5 bi·sh
ops, 6 -counselors, <lind 19 agents in attendance. 

Duties and privileges belonging to the financial agents of the church 
were discussed. Unity of expression .as to ind~v:idual ownership of in
heritance.;:; ands.tewardships should be maintained as directed in the 
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CHAHLES H. CATO, COUNSELOR JOSEPH DEWSNUr, COUNSELOR 

THOMAS TAYLOR, FIRST BISHOP ,OF BRITISH ISLES. 1901-1906 
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Word of God, for the safety of the Saints ,and the maintaining the dig-
dignity of our work. . 

As God hills designated the General Bishopric as the proper inter
preter of the financial taw, it would seem.unjust for minister:s who go 
out to represent the church to incorrectly represent the bishopric, hence 
believe that unity ·of ,action ,can only be obtained by recognizing the chan
nel th1'(}ugh which the law should beset forth upon these matters. 

"If a;"fl:agrant disregard is made apparent to any member,.the law 
'provddes a method of procedure by which the rights of all are maintained. 

METUAORE 

Bishop of South Sea Islands, 
1901-1909. 

The observance of this rule incorporated in the divine code will establish 
unity, and if observed oormooy and peace will be secured and preserved. 

A general discussion obtained on the principle of tithes, surplus, 
special consecration, freewill offerings, and inventories. Consensus of 
opinion that all .should comply with the law of tithing, and those who 
have or have not surplus .should ·make their inventories in aVoidence. Spe
cial .consecrations and freewill ~fferings are permissible and 'anticipated 
from those who intensely love the work. The first when. there is a spe
cial demaIla for a special work, ·the second is a privilege of each member. 

The method of reporting as p"reviouslyadopted by us toohtain" a 
correct report of the amount gatherea and work done by each did not 
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GEORGE LEWIS 

First Bishop of A'tM:Jtra,Ua" 1901-, 

materialize as we anticipated, on the account of blanks being sent out 
too late,. But the awakening brought ,about by !the introduction of these 
blanks we trust by another year a more complete report of the .work done 
hy this arm of the cllUl'ch shall be our privilege to make. 

Respectfully, in gospel hond,s, 
A. H. PARSONS, Secretary. 

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, April 16, 1908. 

At this conference the Presidency nominated Albert Car
michael, John A. Becker, and Myron C. Fisher for ordination 
as bishops, the latter two of whom, being present, were 01"'-
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dained, and Bishop Carmichael was likewise ordained shortly 
afterwards. 

In 1909 the revelation released R. C. Evans from the First 
Presidency, and near the close of the conference President 

GE;ORGE P. LAMBERT 

Bishop of Nanvoo Dis,t'l"ict, 1904-. 

Joseph Smith presented his name for ordination to the office 
of bishop to act in Canada. 

This revelation gave a definition of the word bishopric. 
The words the bishopric had previously been applied quite gen
erally only to the Presiding Bishopric. This revelation ex-
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tended it to the whole body of men called and set apart to that 
work: 

The Spirit saith further: The attention of bhe church is called to 
the consideration of the revelat10n, given in answer to earnest supplica
tion, with regard to temper.al thing~. The word has been already given 

JOHN ZIMMERMANN 

Bishop of Pennsylvania, 1905-. 

in agreement wi·th revelatio·ns long since delivered to the .church, tha<t the 
tempol'alitics of the church were to be under the charge and care of the 
bishopric, men holding the ·office of bishop under a preosiding head acting 
for the chul'ch in the gathering, caring for, and disbursing the contribu~ 
tions gathered from,the saints of mcnp,y.s and proper'ties under the terms 
of tithing, surplus, free-will offerings, ·andconsecrations. The word 
which h&& been given ata late period should not have been so soon for
gotten and disregarded by the chul'ch or any of its members. "I am God; 
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I change not;" has been known to the church and the eldership since the 
coming of the angel with the mes,sage of restoration. Under it th~ churoh 
has sought the Lo,rd and received from ti'me to time that which w,as 
deemed sufficient for the time to govern the church and .its -ministers, 
both of 1:Ihe spiritual and the tempora~ divisions of the work. The church 

.JOHN A. BECKER 

Bishop of Ohio District, 1908·1.918; of Independence 
(Zion),1919-. 

has been directed-to accede to the rendition of the bi,shopric with respect 
to the temporal law; and until such heed is paid to the wordwihich has 
been given, and which is in accordance with other reveIations given :to 
the church, which had been before given, the chuoob.'" cannot receive and 
enjoy the blessings which have been looked for which Zion should be 
fully redeemed. Therefore, hearken ~nce again unto the voice of inspire-
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ti,on, in warning and instruction, and conf,orm to that which is given and 
receive what is .awaiting the upright and the pure in heart.-Doctrine 
and Covenants 129: 8. 

No report is made of a meeting of the bishops at this con
ference. At the conference of 1910 they again met, discussing 
the financial condition of the church and providing for the 

. ALBERT CARMICHAEL 

Bishop 01 Southe1"n Calilor
rda, 1908-190.9; traveling bishop 
forPr!>siding Bishopric, 1915-
1916; Bishop of Lannoni Stake, 
1916-; Mana,ger Herald Publish
ing House, 1909-1,920. 

preparation of a booklet by the Presiding Bishopric on the 
law relating to temporalities and its practical workings. 
Eleven bishops were reported as being present during these 
sessions: E. L. Kelley, R. C. Evans, R. May, William Ander
son, C. J. Hunt, R. Bullard, John Becker, Albert Carmichael, 
Ellis Short, Myron C. Fisher, and Charles A. Parkin. There 
were also present eight counselors and fifteen bishop's agents. 
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In 1911 the death of Bishop William Anderson of Lamoni 
Stake the previous lVIarch, was reported and the name of J os
eph Roberts was presented by the First Presidency for ordina
tion as bishop. A meeting ,vas held of the bishopric at this 
conference at which were present ten bishops, six counselors, 

'\IYRON c. rISHER 

Bislil))loj New England States, 1908-. 

and sixteen agents. An agreement was made to teach more 
earnestly the law of tithing, consecration, etc. 

In 1912 they appeared to have held no meetings. In fact, 
in 1910-1911 and several previous years they appear to have 
held but the one meeting. Different names have been used as 
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designating the meeting, but the title is not included in the 
report. 

E. L. Kelley continued to act as chahman and A. H. Par
sons as secretary, 1905 to 1912. However, in 1913 they held 
four meetings and Bishop Becker was selected as secretary
treasurer. The Presiding Bishopric was recognized as the 
presidency of the order. This included Bishop Kelley with his 

JOSEPH ROBERTS 

BishOl) of Lamoni Sta.ke, 1911-
1916. 

counselors. Also at this conference a revelation was received 
directing the ordination of Edmund A. Blakeslee as a bishop 
preparatory to his taking up the work of his fathel" and devot
ing his time more fully to the work of the Presiding Bishopric: 

The Spirit saith further: Elder E. A. Blakeslee is hereby called 
into the more activ.e participation of the duties of the bishoprie than he 
has hitherto engaged in, in order that he may give 'such assistance to the 
bishop, E. L. Kelley, as is essential unto the success of the work in
trusted to the bishopric. It is also expedient that he be ordained unto 
the office of bishop, that he may serve as did his father, George A. 
Blakeslee, w:oo'has preceded him.-Doctrine and Covenants 130: 5. 

This revelation also provided for the choice of some one 
who Il1ight be qualified to take active participation in the work 
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of the bishopric and become in due time a part thereof, to as
sist, evidently, not as one of the bishopric at first, but later to 
become a member of the presiding bishopric. 

In the following, or seventh, paragraph, the church \vas 

JAMES F. KEIR 

Bishop and CounseZor to Presid
ing Bishop E. L. Kelley, 1915-
1916. Counselor to Presiding. 
Bishop B. R. McGuire, 1916-. 
Bishop of Kans'as City Stake, 1916-
1.917. 

called upon for the spirit of self-sacrifice and self-denial in or
der that the debts of the church might be met and its' work 
more successfully pushed: 

The Spirit S'aith further unto the ciliul'ch assembled and ,at large: 
In order that the temporal affairs ,of the church may be successfully car
ried on and theaCICumulated debt of the church in its respective depart
ments where debts have accumuLated may be properly met and in due 
time discharged, the church is instructed, both as members and as the 
body at large, to avoid the unnecessary building of houses of worship or 
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places of entertainment or otherwise expending the tithes and offerings 
of the church in that which may not be essential unto the continued on
ward progress of the general work; and both in private and in public 

MARK H. SIEGFRIED 

Bishop, 1.915-. Bishop of Independence Shake, 
1916-1919. 

expendtture carry into active exercise tihe principle of sacrifice and re
pression of unnecessary wants; and thus permit the accumulation of 
tithes and offerings in such amounts ,as may be needful to properly dis
charge the exi;sting indebtedness of tlheClhurch as a body. And the Spirit 
counseleth the chul1ch in this regard. 
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ORDER OF BISHOPS 

At this conference their report was headed for the first 
time, "The Order of Bishops!' They also presented to this 
conference' a definition defining the order of bishops as fol
lows: 

EDWARD INGHAM. 

Bishop of NO'Y'thet'n California, 1917-, 

To the Presidency fJ-nd Conference Assembled: I am ·authorized by 
the Bishopric, to wh<rm was referred the resolution touching the interpre
tation of the term the "Bishopric of the Church," to present to you the 
following for yo'Ur consideration: 

"The term 'The Bishopric,' as used in the revelations to the 
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church, refel's to the Presiding Bishopric,and .also to the association of 
men holding the office of bishop under a presiding head; theTefore, 

"1. Be it resolved, that when refeTence is made to the Presiding 
Bishop and his counselors, the term 'The Presiding Bishopric' be em
ployed. 

BUFORD J. SCOTT 

Bishop of Far Wf;st SULke, 1917-J .920. 

"2. Be it further resolved, that when reference is made to the bishop 
of a stake and his counselors, the title 'Stake Bishopric' should be used. 

"3. Be it further resolved, th~t when the "association of all the 
bishops and their council is referred to, the term 'The Bi,,,hopri.c,' 0'1' 'Or
der of Bishops' be applied." 

LAMONI, IOWA, Apr-illS, HJ1~l. J. A. BECKER, Set'utary. 
-General Conference Minutes, p. 1767. 
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While organized as an order having a special work to do, 
they are regularly enrolled as members of the high priests 
quorum and do not constitute a separate quorum. This is in 
accordance ",ith the revelation of 1909: 

Those who are holding ,the office of patdarchsare to be enrolled 
with the high priests, the &alme as the bishops, who are ,acting in their 
office by virtue of ·their being high priests. These men in thei'r office are 
an order m the p:desthood, t,he same as the high ,councils of the chUl"ch 
and the stakes and as the bishops who hold as mgh priests, .as tJ}le quo
rum of the twelve, and as the presidency are but orders in the priesthood, 
there being but two priesthoods; arid these are oi'del"s in the Melchisedec 
priesthood. There is 110 difference in the priesthood, though there may be 

·.and is in the office in which the. several. orders may occupy and act.
Doctrine and Covenants 129: 7. 

1111914 the following report was submitted: 
To the General Canferernee Assembled; Greeting: The Ol'der of 

Bisoops beg leave to report thaJt since April 4 they ha'V'e held twelve ses
sions, four of whicih were held in joint cou'l1cil with. the First Presidency 
and QuorUm. of Twelve. Ten bishops and three counselors 'have been in 
atten<1anci) 'at this conference and ,have been very regular in their at
tendance ·at :the qUDrum sessions, having an average attendance 9f ten. 

Sevellal problems of· great importance to ,the cP.uroh have heen un
der consideration, resulting in a better unders,tan\'ling of the duties rest-· 
ing upon this arm of the priesthood of the church. While there has been 
a great earnestness displayed in the discussion of the matters hefore us, 
there has also been manifested tha.t kindly ;aJld brotherly consi,deration 
for each other's feelings which characterizes the servants of the Lord. 

Our association with the First Presidency and Quorum of Twelve 
in joint council was of great importance to us as an order. It has helped 
us to more clearly see and understand the relationship that should exist 
between us. Our heRl'ts have been made glad 'as a result of ourassocia
tion with them. 

Witih. ,a great desire as stewards over ,the temporalities of the church 
we are looking forward 'and arranging for future work Wlhich we hc;>pe 
will help us ,to more fully qualify our-selves for the responsibilities rest-
ing upon us: Respectfully suhmitted, 

J. A. BECKER;' ScC'retary Order of Bishops .. 
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, AprH 16, 1914. 
-Gene'l"<ll ConferenCe! l\1inutes, pp. 1929, 1930. 

In the earlier meetings the number of bishop's agents hoo 
predominated. O~ly one or two meetings were held during 
the conference. 
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This plan for meeting for the instruction of bishop's 
agents was not discontinued entirely, but the number of meet
ings of men definitely set apart for thi~_ work of the bishopric 

BISHOPRIC OF KANSAS, CITY STAKE 

On the right is Frederick B. Blair, ordained a bishop in 
1918, and Bishop of the Kansas City Stake, 1919-. At left, 
Coun&elor Frede'l'ick S. Anderson, and in the center, Oounselor 
John Tucker. 

was greatly increased and they met as bishops, allowing their 
counselors to attend also as a matter of courtesy. 

In 1915. six sessions were held, also bne meeting with bish
op's agents and six meetings in council with the First Presi
dency, Twelve, and Seventy. Eleven bishops and five coun-
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selors were regularly in attendance. By direction of the con
ference they presented a nomination for trustee of the Chil
dren's Home and reported their meetings as being very bene-
1icial and profitable. 

At this conference the names of James F. Keir and M. H. 
Siegfried were presented for ordination to the office of bishop. 
In 1914 a revelation was presented to the church definitely ap
pointing Bishop Blakeslee to assume as rapidly as possible the 
duties ofPresiciing Bishop of the church. As he had not done 
so and the bishopric had been weakened by the death of 
George H. Blakeslee, the conference of 1915 took the follow
ing act jon: 

To the General Confe,·encc: The joint council of First Presidency, 
Twelve; Seventy,and Order of Bishops thi.s day ,adopted by a vote of 
92 to.Q the foUowing resolution, which is respectfully submitted to the 
General Conference for consideration. 

"Whereas the Presiding Bishop is now }last seventy years of age, 
and owiI!g to the enormous increlo\,se in the extent .and burden of the 
work In. his department, and the probable continued increase of this 
work, therefof'e be it . 

"Resolved, That we as a joint ·council of the Presidency, Twelve, 
Seventy, and Order of Bishops, recommend to the General Conference 
that the Pre.siding Bishop who has been long in service, zealous in the 
performance of his duty, faithful in office, and has unreservedly given his 
life to the work of the ·church, be and is hereby honorably released from 
the responsibility of tl1e work oithe Presiding Bishop to take place dur
ing the present yea')· under the direction of the Pres!(lency land Twelve, 
subject to ratification by the next General Conference." 

Respectfully submitted, 
ELB,·;RT A. SMITH, 

.JAMgS A. Gn,LEN, 

Assistant SecretaTiJ of Twelve. 
J. F. MrNTuN, 

Secretcvty of Presidents of Seventy. 
LAMONI, IOWA, April 14, 1915. 
-General Conference i\Iinutes,p. 2056. 

Pursuant to this action James F. Keir entered the office 
of the Presiding Bishopric to assist with the office work. and 
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Bishop A. Carmichael entered the field, visiting various points, 
especially in the West, on behalf of the Presiding Bishopric. 

At the conference of 1916 the First Presidency reported 
that Bishop E. A. Blakeslee had definitely refused to accept the 
responsibility of the office to which he had been called, so a 

ARCHIBALD F. MCLEAN 

Bishop of Toronto District, 
1990-. 

revelation was received and presented to the church naming 
Benjamin R. McGuire for this important responsibility and 
James F. Keir as his counselor: 

The voice of the Spirit to lme is that Bishop E. L. Kelley .should be 
releaBed fram the responsibilities of Presiding Bishop, though he IIlli\Y 
'aetas traveling bishop. counseling and advising on the law of temporaH
ties in harmony with his successor and the Presidency. Let Benjamin R. 
McGuire be set apart ,and ordained Presiding Bishop of the church, and 
two of the brethren be set apart as counselors to l1im, one to be selected 
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by him and mpported by the conference, the other to be Bishop .James 1:<': 
Keir.-DDctrine and Covenants 132: 2. 

FINANCIAL POLICY 

At this conference the Order of Bishops presented the fol
lowing report and statement of,a financial policy for the year: 

To the G(;neral Conference; G1'eeting: The Order of Bishops held 
its first meeting April Gat 9.30..a.. m. in the oftkeof. the stake. bishopric. 
Regular sessions have been held each 'day. Fifteen bishol}S and three 
counselors have been in attel1dance. 

In addition to our regular meetings we met once in johct council 
with the First Presidericy and Twelve, also held one sessions in council 
with the bishop's agents,. and one meeting _ witnthe First Presidency, 
Twelve, and Sevent.y in joiutcouncil. . . .. 

I ,am instl'uctedby ,the Bishopric to l:eport to you the following ac-
tion ado-pted by them;'· ',. ,,' '. 

"As repi'esentatives~:tHhe financial d~partment of the church we 
herewith submit what weC',lp.slder are the ,present urgent needs: 

"1. Properly sll$Jil;intIig' the missioThary}orce· and t.he poor and 
needy. ',: , ... ' 

"2. The paying of tIl", .cl11!rieh,debL . 
;'3. The erectio-nofp]:ori,~i: offices fo~ tl~e genen1,1 ChUN'l1 officers as 

provided by General C(mfifenc~rcooJutions ~uJlTIbei's' 53:3 and 644." ... 
M.imy matters of great ~}}orta,nce to our department of the work 

have been co.nsidered, which we think will help us very materially in per-
forming our duties. '. '.' , 

Theat>tendance and in'terestin our meetings have been geod. An 
excellent spirif of doop {letei'mination to solve our problems was mani
fested at each sei:lsion. We arohopeful '0.1' good results to follow. 

Very sincerely, 
J; A. RECKER, Secretary Order of BiBhops. 

INDEPEKDENCE, Mlf!SQURl, April 15, 1916. 

-General Conference Minutes, 1'.2240 . 

. That portion of the r€port conceming tho financial policy 
of th.e church, was adopted by the conference. 'fhey also pre
sented a report recommending that they be recognized as an 
appropriation committee. This '.vas also adopted by the con,.. 
ference as presented: 

To the General ConfM"ence; Greeting: The Order' of Bishops held 
an.othermeeting this morning at whhili time the following resolution was 
adopted. 1 am instructed by the oider· to present the same to you for 
your <con si del'&tion. 
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"Will ereas , the Bishopric is the representa.tive body of the financial 
department of the chureh,and should, thel'e:Dore, be first to consider mat
ters involving the expenditure of Iffi(}ncy; tiherefore, be it 

"Resolved, that an matter,; involving the appropriation of funds by 

ISRAEL A. S:I1ITH 

Bishop and CO'ltnse/or tv P~'e
siding Bishop B. R. MeG/Lire, 
1920-. 

General Conference, be referred to the. Order of Bishops, wMchshall 
hereafter be considered the standing appropriation oommittee of the 
church, for consiclerationand repart." 

Very sincerely, 
J. A. BECKER, Secreta,),)! O'nler of Bishops. 

INDEPENDE="TCE, MISSOURI, April 17, 1916. 
-General Conference Minutes, 11. 2243. 

In 1917 the First Presidency recommended the following 
for ordination to the office of bishop and the recommendations 
were approved by the conference: E. O. Clark, Des Moines, 
Iowa; H. A. Scott, of Omaha, Nebraska; A. W. Craig, of Aus
tralia; Edward Ingham. of Oakland, California. Also during 
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the conference year F. B. Blair was approved by the General 
High Counci1 of the church as a bishop and was so ordained at 
Lamoni, Iowa, in November, 1917. At the cpnference of 1918 
he was appointed as bishop of the Kansas City Stake. 

At the conference of 1917 the name of B. J. Scott was also 
presented and approved for ordination. The Order of Bishops 
reported that they had held eleven sessions and they also held 
one joint session with the First Presidency and Quorum of 
Twelve. Thirteen bishops and seven counselors were in at
tendance. During the year Joseph Roberts and James Ander
son had been lost by death. 

In 1918 in addition to their work as an appropriation 
committee approving various budgets, which were reported to 
the conference, ~nd making nominations to various boards, 
they also adopted and presented the following resolution which 
was adopted by the conference; 

Whereas, some mis1IDd~rstanding and confusion has arisen over the 
s<ta.tement in Doctrine and Covenants 129: 8, and ,the conference resolu
tion No. 710, concernjng the persmmel of the Bi:;hopric, therefore be it 

Resolved, That it is the -opinion of the bishop-s present at the con
ference that the term Bishopric as lliSed in Doctrine and Covenants 129; 8, 
has reference to the men h()lding the ()ffice of bisth·op under a presiding 
head and that these should constitute the Order of Bishops.-Conference 
Minutes, p. 2638. 

Their report at the close of conference states that they 
had held nine sessions with sixteen bishops out of nineteen in 
attendance and an averag€ attendance of ninety-two per cent. 
Of the three absent, one was in Australia, one in England, and 
the third detained by sickness. Seven counselors met with 

. them. 
In 1919 the Order of Bishops presented to the conference 

five separate reports, nominating various trustees, laying 
down a new fiscal year to bef,';n July 1, limiting the maximum 
annual financial allowance to the families of general church 
officers and appointees to take effect after July 1 of that year, 
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to that amount fixed by the joint council of the First Presi
dency, Twelve, and Presiding' Bishopric on the basis of family 
budget returns, but in no case to exceed $2,400 annually, pay
able in monthly installments. They also reaffirmed their finan
cial policy which was approved by the First Presidency and 

J. AUGURT KOEHLER 

Bislwp of FM West Stake, 
19fi10-. 

Twelve and by the General Conference (p. 2818). They re
ported eleven sessions with hvelve bishops and six counselors 
in attendance. 

To the General Conference; Greeting: The Order of Bishops pre
sent the following resolution for your consideration: 

"Resolved, that the maximum annual financi.al needs of the family 
of each general church officer and conference appointee for the year be
ginning July 1, and thereafter, be fixed by the joint council of the Firs,t 
Presidency, Twelve, and the Presiding Bishopric upon the basis of the 
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family budget returns 'according to the law of "just wants and needs,'" 
but in no case to exceed the sum of twen.ty-four hundred dollars annually, 
the payment thereof to be made in equ,al monthly payments. 

"Be it further resolved, that ea<chgeneral officer and conference ap
pointee shall keep an, itemized account of all' receipts and expenditures 
forpel'sonaland traveling expen~ and make ~port thereof monthly to 
the Presiding Bishop, upon blanks to be furnished f{)r th~t purpose, to 
be prepared by the I'reliiding Bishopric. 

"Be it fm'thel' resolved, that ea·chc:ciepal'tmcnt of the church (Gen
eral and stake) ,submit to the Presidhlg·13isnopric a budget of their office 
and admin:iSltration expenses fur :tne year beginning July 1, 1919, not 
later than April 30 for this yeat'aiid:py,J,a111wry 31 for (l,tchyear there-
after." .T. A. B\llCKER, Secretary. 

LAlIlO)!}, IowA, April 18,1919. 
-General Conference Minutes" p, 2816. 

To the Genentl Conte,renee; GTeeting: Tlhe Order of Bishops pre
sent to you for your. consideration the attached resolution: 

'I'lli8 policy w,as presented to the First Preside-ndy and Quorum of 
Twelve and approved by them. Respectfully, 

LAMONI, IOWA, April 17, 1919. 'J.A. BECKER, Secretary. 

Resolved, that the pa.licr oithe Bish{)pric fortiha coming year shall 
be: 

First, to provide funds for the care and expenses of the mission
aries and their families who al'e engaged inpmmulgating the gospel of 
Christ, together wi,th the g-eneral aclministration expense. 

Second, for the care oftha poor and the needy and the expenses in
cident to .the operation of the severa] Hoones for the Aged and orphan 
children. 

Third, for budgets adopted by General Conference for Graceland 
College, S,anitarium, etc. 

Fourth, an appropriation for a twelve-classroom building fol' Grace
land College.as ,soon.as the finances of the general fund wilJ permit with
out incurring debt or interfering with the regular work of the church. 

We recommen~lthat the Christmas offering for 1919 be used for the 
pu:r-c.haJse of rand for t,he creation of inheri,tances ,and stewardships, that 
our less fortunate members may be given an opportunity to pur<!hase 
their inheritances under 'favoI\able conditions. 

April 15, 1919. 

The First Presidency in 1920 presented for ordination to 
the office of bishop the narriBS of three men whose appoint
ments were approv.ed by the conference: 'A. F.MeLean, John 
F. Burger, and John C. Dent. At .the close of the conference 
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Bishop B. R. McGuire presented the name of Israel A. Smith 
as a counselor of the Presiding Bishopric. Immediately after 
the clOSEl of the conference the Presidency presented to the 

CHARLES FRY 

Bishop hi B1'itish Isle,qJ.9.,!1-1923 . 

. General High Council of the church the names of Israel A. 
Smith and J. A. Koehler to be ordained to the offIce of bishop. 

, These recommendations were approved and ordination took 
ulace accordingly. Bishop Koehler was appointed to the Fat' 
West Stake. 
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In addition to their usual work on the budget the Order of 
Bishops reported that they had held eleven sessions with four
teen bishops and four cou~lselors in attendance. They di
rected that the Christmas O'ffering for 1920 be used for the 
purchase and improving of land. They also apprO'ved the 
amalgamalion of the publishing intel'ests as suggested by the 
Board of Publication, and during the following year the Her
ald Publishing House was moved to' Independence and with it 
was consolidated the Ensign Publishing House. 

During 1921 there was no General Conference, but the 
Order of Bishops met May 7 and continued in session for two 
weeks. They recommended that the Christmas offering for 
1921 be used for the benefit of the missionary work. Some 
fomieen bishops were in attendance and also a few of the 
bishop's counselors. They discussed many important ques
tions but the resolutions adopted have not been made public. 

During 1921 Charles Fry was set apart and ordained a 
bishop and sent to Great Britain, and in May, 1923, the name 
of Charles E. Irwin was approved by the High Council and he 
was ordained a bishop at Lamoni, Iowa, the first Sunday in 
June. 

At the conference of 1922 many important actions were 
taken concerning the financial work of the church on the rec
ommendation of the Order of Bishops. 

Excepting emergency expenditures, which may be approved by the 
Joint Council of Presidency, Twelve, and PresidiIlg Bishopric, in no case 
Shall the amount allowed to ,any general church ofiker's or conference 
appointee's family exceed $1,800,and ,the :amount for personal .and trav
eling expen"es $1,800. 

The provisions continue. ill effect till set aside by the General Con
ference. 

"Vhel'ea8, during the past twenty'-€even months there has been a 
deficit in the operating expenses of the church of $269,327.52, we recom
mend that the building of the auditol'ium be postponed until after the 
next General Conference. 
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The Order of Bisoops ty unanimous vote recommends that the ex
penditures of the conference year be reduced to correspond with the re
ceipts, and to pr(wide for this, th<!t ~1, committee of tiliree be authorized to 
work out the details. This committee shall be composed of one member 
of the First PTcsideney, one of the Quorum of Twelve,and one of the 
Presiding Bishopric, to be chosen by each quorum respectively.-General 
Conference Minutes, pp. 3281, 3282, 3295. 

A lso at the recommendation of the Quorum of Seventy: 

Owing to the fact t:hat there is a great deal of dissatisfaction among 
the ministry and the member,ship at large contingent upon the matter of 
dropping so many missionaries from active serviae, believing that the 
greatest and ,most vital asset ,and power contributing to the success of the 
church, and most essential to its present crisis is increased mi.ssionary 
activi,ty, we therefore 

Resolved, That all proposed projects involving the exp(mditure of 
church financ€IS be posLponed for an<Yther year and that the missionaxy 
arm of the church be immediately returned to ,appointm(mtand activity 
to the extent of the financial possibilities of tll.c church. Be it further 

Resolved, That we pledge our support to th€ T\velve in an endeavor 
to carry out the spirit of section~ lU and 122: 5 of the Doctrine and 
Covenants, and that the expenditure' of money in ,any sum ]lot authorized 
by the General Conference or indol'sed by t.he cDuncil of Pl'('sjdency, Pn'

siding Bishops, and the Quorum of Twelve, be strictly prohibitecl.-Gen
Ell'a] Conference Minutes, p. 3284. 

The first meeting of the bishops in 1905 was at the time ~ 
that an effort was being made to secure the closing of Gl'acc
land College. An effort had been made to raise f~nds to meet 
the indebtedness. This meeting was found to be so successful 
that an effort was made to meet annually, though there ap
pears no report to the conference for 1907, 1909, and 1912. 
The exact title does not seem to have been determined in those 
earlier years, and the number of bishop's agents predominated. 

The revelation of 1909 was the determining factor which 

brought about in 1913 a definite h~solution and definition of 
the Ordel'of Bishops or Bishoprlc. From that time the meet
ing has been ameeiing of men ordained to the office of bishop 
and the bishops have been decidedly in the majority in attend
ance. Counselors to the various bishops have been invited to 

attend and speak That is, they have been granted what is 
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called "voice." From this reorganization of the body with a 
bishop as secretary, meetings havo been heJd almost daily dur
ing the General Conferences, and when no conference was held 
in 1921 the bishops came together anyway for two weeks to 
consider problems of their work. 

The meetings of the bishops with bishop's agents have not 
been eliminated but for several conferences at least one such 
meeting has been held. In addition thereto the Order of Bish
ops have met with the spiritual a.uthorities of the church in 
deliberation from time to time. 
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JOHN J. CORNISH 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

(Continued from page 345.) 

Brother Charles Grant told me· afterwards that he was 
talking with one of his neighbors about the evidence he had 
received in confirmation (whether to J. W. Snell or not, I do 
not now remember,) and the party replied, "Oh, it was mes
merism." 

Then said he, "How did it come to me in like manner 
when I was in my field plowing, and Cornish many miles 
away?" 

What could he say? Why not be honest? God does not 
change; his laws are like him. Some might ask, Does the Holy 
Ghost always come on all who believe and obey? No, not im
mediately, necessarily. Our hearts may not be just right, our 
minds may not be just clear, or by reason of our evil surround
ings-moving (so called) in, a religious world of unbelief,· who 
are opposed to the true gospel of our blessed Master, and in 
~ieu thereof are trying to prop up some one of the many con
flicting doctrines and institutions of men-it is hard for us to 
be in a receptive mood to receive all that God may have in 
store to give us. But as soon as we can get right before our 
Maker, having implicit faith and confidence in the everlasting 
God and his everlasting and unchangeable gospel, the prom
ises are sure. "And ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost." (Acts 2: 38.) 

Lest r forget, the reader may be glad to know how or what 
we did when Mr. Davis left the house. The chairman called 
for order.. On obtaining the same he said, "Now we would like 
to hear what Mr. Cornish has to say in reply to Mr. Davis's 
last speech of last evening." Nearly all agreed. One man 
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said it would not be fair, as Mr. Davis was not here. But the 
chairman soon settled that by telling him that no one was to 
be blamed but Mr. Davis. 

I opened the meeting, and just as I started to talk the 
same man commenced a noise with his mouth resembling a 
baby's gurgles, and children blowing soap bubbles. 

The chairman called, "Order!" The man stopped. 
"Go on, elder," said he. I started again. The same man 

started as before. Instantly the chairman was on his feet. 
His coat and vest came off together quicker than one can tell 
it, and chair in hand he walked down on the school desks. 
Every person crowded back to give him space, and as he was, 
going down, he said, "If I'm here to keep order, I'll see it's 
kept." Reaching the disturber with the chair raised, he said, 
"Stop it at once, or I'll smash you right here." (I'm quoting 
fl· om memory.) The poor fellow put up both hands to shield 
his head from the blow, begging off, "Don't strike me, Staple
ford. I'll stop it." 

Returning, Mr. Sfapleford, the' chairman, said calmly, 
"Go on, elder." And I went on for about an hour and forty 
minutes to my satisfaction and, I think, the, satisfaction of 
that large congregation. And I believe if Jesus had been per
sonally present, he would have said, "Wen done, John!" for it 
was by the aid of the Holy Spirit that I spoke. 

It was surprising to see how much was said in the paper 
at that time. In the Police Gazette was a long article about, 
Cornish and the Mormons, and there was a picture showing a 
man with a chair over his head in the act of knoclcing down 
some one. Letters came with clippings from Canada and the 
United States, asking me to explain the facts. Among them 
one came from J osepli Smith, president of the church, then of 
Lamoni, Iowa. He wrote to me inclosing a clipping, saying 
that many such were sent to him, and telling me that he did 
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not believe' it, but requesting me to selld him the facts in the 
case. Following is the clipping. I also received a copy from 
the State of Texas: 

A JOINT DEBATE 

BAY PORT, MICHIGAN, March 8.-Elder J. J. Cornish, a Mormon of 
Salt Lake, has been laboring in this vicinity for several weeks seeking to 
proselyte, and his efforts have been attended ,,"ith success. Reverend 
John B. Davis, of the Methodist Church, noted wHh alarm the inroad 
making upon his flock and challenged Elder Cornish to a joint debate.' 
The first contest took place Saturday night and was attended by a large 
crowd. Sunday night the crowd became boisterous, and Reverend Davis 
was driven from the church, escaping by a window. The Mormon chair
man of the meeting slashed around wildly with a chair and knocked down 
a half dozen Saints and Gentiles in his efforts to preserve the peace. The 
third contest took pJ,a,ce yesterday 'afternoon; the -church was crowded at 
an early 11our. Davis was promptly on hand, and evinced a desire to 
carryon the debate according to parliamentary rules, but Cornish opened 
with a volume of pel'sonal abuse of his opponent, amidst remonstrance of 
the men and women present. His language became so brutal and threat
ening that, fearing a fight,. a panic seized the people, and there was a 
rush for the door. Several ladies wel'e knocked down and trampied upon. 
Davis rallied his forces outside of the building, and they sang, "We'll 
stand the storm, it can't be very long"; but the cohorts of righteousness 
were frightened and qukkly dispersed. The same day Elder Cornish bap
tized twenty-three converts. Thevillage is in a state of constant dread, 
fearing that bloodshed will yet result." 

This was a sample of many other articles and state:qlents 
made through the press and in the pulpit. I answeredPresi
dent Smith's letter, explaining and denying many of the false 
statements, and also contradicting many of the statements in 
other publications, some of which appeared in the Herald pub
lished atthat time, part of which is as foIlows: 

1 did not talk in an unchristianlike manner at that debate, as stated. 
I did not abuse Mr. Davis (my opponent). I was not angry in that de
bate. I did not get up a mob to abuse Mr. Davis. There was no Mor
mon chairman presiding at that debate. There were no Mormons nor 
Gentiles knocked down. The Reverend Mr. Davis did not jump out 
through the window as stated. There are no fears of bloodshed over the 
debate. I did not bal)tize a lady who took sick and died the next day 
from a cold contracted at baptism. I did not" come from Salt Lake to 
debate with Mr. Davis. I did not leave three days after the debate and 
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take three women with me. 'I'hat debate was not on the Sabbath (Sun
day). I was not followed by a sheriff to Bad Axe, who put the hand
cuffs on me and locked me in jail. I was not hung while in Deckerville, 
Senlac County, two weeks after the debate. I did not steal a horse while 

. in Le:xJingJton; neither was I put in jail in Port HUl'on. And, in short, 
I did not do anything of the above, with a host of other evil things, as 
has been stated through the press, in the pulpit, and from other sources. 
And there is not one in or around Bay Port who can bring the slightest 
test case to speak evil of me. And I have no enemies in or around Bay 
Port (that I know of) except it be those who are enemies to the gospel 
of Jesus Christ as found in the New Testament.-Saints' Herald, vol. 34, 
p.249. 

In the same volume, page 276, Joseph says in an editorial: 

Brother J. J. Cornish preached the word of God at Bay Port, Michi
gan, baptized a few score, and as a consequence "the heathen rage, and 
imagine a vain thing." Yet in the midst of this the Lord has raised up 
friends and fair-minded persons who defended Brother· Cornish against 
the false and slanderous attacks of his opposers, and the newspapers of 
that region are redolent with hotly worded articles, some of which are 
more noted for perversity and bitterness than for the gentle graces of 
Christian controversy. Brother John is gentle as a June zephyr until 
roused up by evil doers, and then, like a faithful soldier, he neither fails 
nor falters. 

I was alone in Bay Port, so far as human aid was con
cerned, but I could see ahead that a ~rand work was to be ac
complished, and I stood by it and worked with my might, 
mind, and strength, talking day and part of the night, visiting 
the home' of everyone, doing fireside preaching through the 
day, then the discourse at night. I was at .this time feeling 
strong in body; the Spirit of the Masier was with me to the 
accomplishing of his glorious work, and the little mother at 
home encouraged me in the mission of love for our fellow 
men, while she was struggling along without my companion
ship, trying to care for and bring up the little ones in the way 
they should go; and thus will God be glorified in us. 

President Joseph Smith making a comment on one of my 
letters says: 

A note from John J. Cornish, of March 23, states that he has been 
laboring for the last eight weeks at Bay Port, Michigan, and had bap-
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tized seventy-eight and helped to confirm eighty-seven; that he was worn 
with labor and excitement, and wouldbe at home for afew days to pre
pare for the April conference, which he purposes to attend. What a 
confirmation to his ministry ha,s Brother Cornish won during the year 
that is past! What a rejoicing with his, not one, but many sheaves, and 
what a pleasure to his brethren in the Lord, that he has been so blessed! 
Is there a Saint that can envy Brother John his success? Is there one 
that cannot feel glad that the good Spirit has been with him all these 
days of his labQr and toil in the gospel field? If there is such an one, 
what a singular state of mind he must be in! There may be some, and 
we would not object if there were many, who would be pleased to emulate 
his work of love; and these, wherever they may be, can appreciate what' 
Brother Cornish has done, and feel a thrill of satisfaction that so much 
has been wrought forthe Master.-Saints' Herald, vol. 34, p. 227. 

During the month of May of this year I opened up the 
work in Freesoil, Michigan. After delivering four discourses, 
it became very dusty in that part. (It came from off their 
Bibles.) It certainly made quite a stir. I also did some more 
preaching in Bad Axe. I went to Sugar Grove, a place where 
there were a few members, Brethren Shelly, Bogue, Gullembo, 
and some others. 

Brother Columbus Scott had previously done some preach
ing there and met a Reverend Mills, who in his actions proved 
to be neithel' a Christian nor a gentleman. He also had much 
to say, not only against the church and books, but individuals, 
just as though we did not have a right to worship the Al
mighty according to the dictates of our consciences! Just 
think of a Reverend (!) right befor,e a congregation of people 
saying of one of our elders, at the same time pointing at him, 
"Look at him-the dirty monkey!" All because we differed 
with him in religious belief. When we differ with another, if 
he cannot see or understand it as we do, we part friends just 
the same. 

r also did some more preaching in Bay City, baptizing 
four more. Also in Lexington, where I baptized two more. 
Our conference was held in Five Lakes, a branch just organ
ized that spring. We were glad to have with us at this con-
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terence the secretary of the church, Brother R. S. Salyards, 
who helped us nicely and who gave us a fine discourse on the 
coming forth of the Book of Mormon. I did more preaching 
at Chase and Freesoil, baptizing some in each place. I opened 
upon the work more fully in and around Farwell, and bap
tized some. 

The work at this -time was moving on nicely in Bay Port: 
There are now men who once fiddled and danced-Methodists, 
Baptists, Catholics, Lutherans, and others who wanted to do 
right, and some whose hearts were honest, who had erred in 
spirit-who have now come to an understanding. They to
gether with Spiritualists and infidels have learned doctrine, 
all becoming one family in the Lord. Among that company 
many ministel's have been raised up who are now high priests, 
sev.enties, elders, priests, teachers, and deacons; viz: Grants 
(four or five of tl1em) , Dowkers (three or four of them), 
F. C. Smith, and there are many whose names I cannot now 
recall. 

I baptized six more in ~igel and five in Deckerville. Dur
ing the year I baptized 103 people, confirmed 114, blessed 130 

children, and administered to some who were sick; and from 
my hands came many blessings to my fellow men, for which 
we praise God from whom all blessings fio\v. 

For three or four years past, different men in the church 
asked why J did not unite with some one of the quorums of the 
elders. I told them I thought I was doing all right where I 
was, but while at a conf.erence at Kirtland, Brother H. A. Steb
bins, then church secretary and recorder, urged upon me to . 
unite with or have my name enrolled in one of the quorums. I 
told him I could not do any more than I was doing, but he 
urged me to do so, that it was according to the law, etc. Fi
nally some .of the elders of the quorums urged the matter. One 
said, "Join our quorum, the thh'd." Another one, "Join our 
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quorum, the fifth; it is the liveliest quorum of the elders." 
"No," said I, "they'll put me in the seventies quorum if I do." 
"Well, you are doing the work of a seventy anyway," said" an
other. 

But at the General Conference of that year (1887), held 
at Kirtland, Ohio, when the revelation was given in 'which 
Brethren James W. Gillen, H. C. Smith, Joseph Luff, and G. T. 
Griffiths were called to the apostolic office, and the revelation 
had gone before all the quorums, then presented before the 
body. after every quorum had passed upon it, Joseph said, 
"Now I understand there is one elder who does not belong to 
any quorum, for some reason, and jf there are any others, he 
may with them cast their vote." I stood up alone, in favor of 
the revelation, but must confess I felt a little small. 

The first chance I had after that I said to Brother Henry 
Stebbins, "If I must join one of the quorums, tell me which is 
the weakest one of the cIders." He replied, "The fourth," but 
said that the third and fifth were good quorums. "Why do you 
ask for the weakest quorum?" I replied, "I am doing about. 
as well in the church as any other man, and as a rule bringing 
in more than anyone else; and I thought if I joined the weak
est one, it might be the means of helping the quorum up." He 
said that was a good spirit to have, then asked, "Shall I put 
your name in with the fourth quorum 7" 

I told him yes, and two years later I was enrolled with the 
fourth quorum, and at that conference chosen first counselor 
to the president of the quorum and so ordained at that confer
ence. The following year I was chosen and placed in the first 
quorum of the seventies, and so remain unto the present time. 

We now come to the year of 1888 with good prospects be
fore us, feeling happy over the grand success of the message, 
and the additions to the church in the years past. I labored in . 
many of those branches I had opel1ed up last year, baptizing, 
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confirming, blessing, administering, etc. Preached in Juniata 

and Bay Port, confirming some who were baptized by some of 
my· children in the gospel, and trying to build the Saints up 
generally. I also did some more preaching in Tawas City and 
conf3rmed some baptized by others of the Aaronic priesthood. 
Still farther up in Oscoda and in Whittemore, I did consider-:
able preaching, baptizing ten in Oscoda. 

Then down in Gladwin I did some preaching in the lum
ber camp. A young man had died in the camp, and for some 
reason I was ca11ed, on to preach the funeral sermon: in the 
Methodist church. Some of the people of that town were anx
ious that I do some mbre preaching for them. I told them I 
would be glad to do so. 

"You secure the chui'ch for a week or so, and I'll be your 
speaker, and we'll h~we a good time,and I'll rouse you up!" 
"Oh, that will be all right," said they. "We all helped to build 
the church. Of course, we'll get it:" 

But to their surprise, and according to my expectation, 
they were refused the building. That roused some of them, 
and they hustled around and made arrangements with the 
sheriff for the courthouse. I gave the sheriff a special invita~ 
tion to attend those meetings. In answer he said, "Oh, I'll 
likely come out one night before you get through." Said I, 
"Come the first night sure. By all means, don't miss it!" 

He did, and he followed it up, and attended every meet
ing-six in all. In those six discourses they got a good idea of 
the first principles of the gospel, alRo of God's dealings with 
his children; that he was just, and would deal justly with all 
mankind; all might be saved by obedience to his gospel; the 
gospel is the same, and the heathen who never heard of the 
true God or the plan of salvation, must hear it, either in this 
life or the life to come; probation lasts from the beginning of 
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their understanding, all tlU'ough the present life, and the one 
to come, up to the day of judgment. 

Also I showed that there were more than two places to 
share the world of mankind; that it ,vas not "heaven or he11-
sheep or goats" only, but God had many places. l'heir re.., 
wards would be according to their works-punishments like-, 
wise. And all who would obey the fullness of the everlasting 
and unchanging gospel, and live it faithfully unto death, 
would receive a full reward-celestial glory. But those who 
did not do so, and did many things wrong, yet did good works, 
would be punished for the wrongs done, and would not come 
out until they had "paid the uttermost farthing." (Matthew 
5: 26.) 

Cornelius was a good man who fasted and prayed and 
gave alms to the poor, and God sent an angel to tell him what 
to do to be saved. Peter told him all about it, and ~he man 
was commanded to be baptized. (Acts 10: "48.) Thus he ful
filled the gospel ordinance. That man could not have been 
saved in the celestial kingdom without obeying the celestial 
law. (1 Corinthians 15: 40,41.) Nevertheless he would not 
lose his re\val'd for giving alms, praying, etc. (Acts 10: 4.) 
But now he has his sins remitted by full faith and repentance, 
and being baptized for the I'emission of sins. If he did this 
(Acts 2: 38; 22: 16), he is entitled to full salvation in the ce
lestial kingdom, and a I'eward for all the good he may have 
done as well. • 

All this in harmony with Jesus' words: "And whosoever 
[anybody, good, bad, or indifferent] shall give to drink unto 
one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of 
a disciple, verily I say unto you, heshaU in no wise lose his 1'e
ward."-Matthew 10: 42. 

There was not a very large crowd of people who attended 
those meetings-several of the logging camp men who got so 
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interested at the funeral, the sheriff, a Mr. W. H. H. Brown 
(I baptized the latter), and a few from the village (only a vil
lage then), but very few of the so-called Chl'istians. 

During the week of preaching, I visited and talked with 
all I could. Mr. Brown, the constable, believed it all readily; 
the sheriff seemed to believe all except in Joseph Smith, and 
yet he concluded that there ought to be a prophet now as well 
as in former ages. At the close, the sheriff, on locking the 
door, said, "Well, here's a dollar to help you on your way, 
elder." But pushing his hand back I said, "Don't you give me 
that. If you do, you will prove Joseph Smith to be a prophet!" 
"How's that?" said he. "Why," I replied, "he said that they 
will 'feed you and clothe you and give you money.''' (Doctrine 
and Covenants 83: 15.) 

In reply, he said, "Well, prophet or no prophet, take it. 
I'Iltake a dollar's worth out in the kingdom.t.o come!" 

I did some more preaching in East Lake and Boyne Falls, 
also at South. Arm. At the latter place Brother William Davis 
was working during the summer. This brother came into the 
church at Ubly, had been ordained to the office of priest, and 
was presiding over the branch at Ubly. ·While here he opened 
up the wOl'k and preached nearly every Sunday. Finally he 
baptized eight and sent for me to come and confirm thBm. I 
did so, and also preached a few times, when he baptized more, 
whom I confirmed. I felt glad to know that my children in the 
gospel were walking in my footsteps in gospel work. Brethren 
Charles Green, J. A. Grant, and William Dowker were doing 
likewise in the eastern part of the district, and I was happy to 
see the work spreading all around us. 

We did some more preaching in Freesoil, and baptized a 
few more at Chase, where we also organized a branch, Brother 
John Shippy, on passing through, assisting in the organization. 
Four more were baptized at Bay Port, and four in Grant. I 
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preached in Farwell, also a few miles south of Farwell, at a 
place called Gilmore. 

At this place the Methodists and Baptists w.ere lecturing 
against us, and many were getting excited over the matter. 
Brother F. C. Smith, a young man in the church, was doing 
some good preaching in .those parts. We were now challenged 
by an Adventist minister whose name was, W. C. Conant. This 
gentleman did not belong to the Christians nor Seventh· Day 
Adventists, but was working on an inst~tution of his own 
building. I had preached in Brinton and in other schoolhouses 
around, and most of the few followers he had attended our 
meetings, and some of them were baptized by me, viz: Holla
baugh; Shultz, Beck, and others. (Beck was, not a,member.) 
Mr. Conant seemed anxious to discuss on the Book of Mor
mon. I told him that I was willing, but I wanted him to af
firm some subjeet that we differed on, I ;to affirm wh.at I be
lieved, he to do likewise. We agreed as follows: 

"1~ Resolved, that the Book of Mormon is of divine origin, 
a1l).d that its .teachings are in harmony. with the Bible. J. J. 
Cornish affirms. 

"2. Resolved, that the Bible teaches that man is all mOf
tal"and is entirely unconscious from death to the resurrection. 
W. C. Conant affirms." 

On the Book of Mormon I said that it contained some of 
God's law and his dealings with the people upon this continent, 
while the Bible contained some of God's law to his people on 
the Eastern Continent for that people who would accept it; 
that the teachings of the two agreed. 

God said at the time of the building of the tower, when 
he confounded the language of all the earth: "and from thence 
did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all. the 
earth." (Genesis 11: 5-9.) That is the time the Lord sent 
some to this continent. "All the earth" would not be true if 
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he did not send some here,! This was about one hundred years 
after the flood, and about 2,246 years before Christ. 

The Prophet Moses declared that the seed of Joseph who 
was sold into Egypt would be s:ent over to a rich land-"unto 
the utmost bounds of the everlasting hills." (Genesis 49: 22-
26.) Jacob, in blessing Joseph's children, Ephraim and Ma
nasseh, predicted that their seed should be great, and though 
ten of Ephraim to one of Manasseh, they would become "a 
multitude of nations in the midst of the earth" (Genesis 48: 8-:-
20), which could not be fulfilled in any other land than that 
of America. So: to this land they came. Moses, in the, de
scription which he gave of it, declared that the land would be 
very rich. (Deuteronomy 33: 13-17.) He describes thisJand 
of America. It would be located in the "utmost bounds of the 
everlasting hills." The farthest parts or bounds 'from the land 
of Canaan where they then dwelt would be about Central 
America-that is where they came. 

A third colony came here later,andall those are of Is
rael. (Columbus found: them he:r:e when he canie.) And the 
ten lost (not lost to God) tribes. were sent to the north coun
try. Those tribes will all have the law of God-one law! that 
in the Bible for those at Jerusalem; that in the Book of i\3:or
mon for those up~n this continent; and that in the - - for 
the ten lost tribes, who will hear the voice of the Lord and 
come over dry-shod. (Isaiah 11: 15, 16; Jeremiah 23: 7,8.) 
Hence the "three measures [three books] of meaL" (Mat
thew 13: 33.) Those three-for the whole house of IsraeL 

Jesus spake of them, calling them his sheep-Ios~ sheep! 
And while preaching to them at Jerusalem said, "And other 
sheep I have, . . . hear my voice; . . . be one fold, and one 
shepherd." (John 10: 16.) And they did hear his voice on 
this continent after he had finished his work at Jerusalem, 
and later he visited the north tribe also. (Nephi 8: 4.) 
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It was because of their transgression ,that their book was 
hid up in the earth, to be revealed in the last days to the Gen"' 
tiles by the hand of an angel. (Revelation 14: 6.) David said 
the "truth would spring out of the earth" just before their 
"land should give its increase." (P~alms 85: 8-13.) (God's 
word, the Book of Mormon, .is truth . ...,.-J Oh11 17: 17.) Isaiah 
said the book shall spring out. of. the earth. (Fulfilled in the 
coming of the Book of Mormon.) (Isaiah 29 : 9-24.) It had 

to' come "a very little while" before that land should become 
fruitful. lthas come. The land is becoming fruitful. Israel 
is gathering back. It is the b<?ok-too late n()~v for any other 
to come! 

The two sticks or books (Ezekiel 37: 16-22) must come; 
then Israel will gather back. It.has come, and Israel is gath~ 
Bring, and the "everlasting gospel" is again on earth-the 

same in both books. Test: '~If any man" will do the. will. of 
the Father "he shall kno\v of the doctrine." (J'Ohll 7: 17.) 

Test in the Book of Mormon: "And if ye shall ask with real 
intent, having faith in qU'ist, he will manifest the truth of it 
unto you by the power of the Holy Ghost; and by the power of 
the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all things." (Moroni 
10: 5.) The test is as great and yet as simple as it is in the 
Bible. 

Brother Conant said there was a curse placed upon any 
man that would add to the Bible (Hevelation 22: 18, 19), and 
that we were Mormons because we believed in the Book of 
Mormon. 

In reply I told them ,that we had added nothing to God's 
word. It was God that brought the book to us, which he had a 
right to do; and it was our duty to receive it and Jive by its 
precepts the same as are found in the Bible. The testimony 
of the two is the same. God told Israel not to add or dimin~ 
ish. (Deuteronomy 4: 2.) Then God gave Moses eight chap-
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tel'S more, and said, "Thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish 
from it." (Deuteronomy 12: 2.) Then seven hundred and 
fifty years later, he said, "Add thou not unto his words l lest he 
reprove thee, and ,thou be found a liar." (Proverbs 30: 5, 6.) 
Still later: "All the words that I command thee to speak unto 
them; diminish not a word." (Jeremiah 26: 2.) Thus you 
see God added continually. But man must not add. That book 
had to come, and we have it. As the farmers look for rain, 
so God's children look for God's word. 

But Brother Conant has added and has diminished; over 
half of the gospel of Christ he does not believe in at all! That 
is the man that comes under the curse. (Revelation 22: 18, 
19) ; also "found a liar." (Proverbs 30: 6.) 

"If I am a Mormon, because I believe in the Book ·of ·Mor
mon, as he says, would it not be just as reasonable to say, 
Brother Conant is a Bible becaqse he claims to believe in the 
Bible?" 

Conant: "Oh, that would be foolish!" 
Cornish: "That is just ,vhat I thought of you when you 

said 1 was a Mormon because I believed in the Book of Mor
mon!" Laughter from the people. 

We had a good chairman, Mr. McCollom. The debate did 
not amount to much, because Mr. Conant could bring no pro(}f 
that such a book should not come. Neither on the soul Ques
tion, because at that time he had the time set for the coming 
of Christ, and he dwelt on that instead of the subjects under 
discussion. The time was set for the tenth day of the seven.th 
month of that year, Jewish time (October 10, 1888), and the 
last of July and first of August was the time of our debate. 
Not three months at that time before Christ was due. 

A few days after our discussion Brother F. C. Smith and 
I visited Mr. Conant at his home. He put up a chart and asked 
us to stay one hour, so he might expla,in the coming of Christ, 
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and said it must be on the 10th of October of that year. But 
with that as with other charts from the Seventh Day Adven
tists, also the Christian Adventists and some of our own minis
ters' charts, along those lines, to me it was and is a blank." 
And as the years go by, I am more convinced than ever that 
the farther we keep away from Daniel's and John's revelations 
of beasts with horns and hoofs, the tess hooks and ~icks we'll 
get. All that I have seen in the past along that line have.been 
and will be failures. 

Daniel says of his revelations: "Because it is yet for a 
time appointed." (Daniel 11: 35.) "Wherefor.e shut thou up 
the vision; for it shall be for many days, . . . And I was as
tonished at th.e vision, but 'none und.erstood it."{Daniel 8,: 
17, 26, 27; also 12: 4, 8, 9, 13.) Daniel did not know. Neither' 
do we. Neither will we "till the time of the end," as stated. 
Some say "the wise shall understand," itnd since the.gospel 
came we are in the time of the end. Yes, but a later time! 

, In regard to John's revelations, the Book of Mormon says, 
after Israel begins to come uRder the covenant, "rend the veil 
of unbelief," etc. "And then shall my revelations which I 
have caused to be written by my servant John, be unfolded in 
the eyes of all the people." (Ether 2: 113.) 

So whatever we read in Daniel's and John's revelations 
which we think is clear and in harmony with other writers of 
the Bible we may feel at liberty to teach, but the rest, upon 
which no other writer speaks~ 'let it alone! 

At that visit with Mr. Conant, I told him that there was . 
nothing it it; that he was certainly mistaken. Said I, '~Let 

me repeat again what I said during the discussion. "For in 
such an hour as you think not the Son of man cometh." (Mat-·. 
thew 24: 36,44. Not when you think! See also Luke 12: 40. 
It seemed to annoy him when I repeated, "No man knoweth 
,the day nor hour." 
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"In the debate at one time he turned suddenly saying, 
"You stupid head, you. It didn't say that you could not know 
up to or within the day or hour." . 

To this I replied softly and smilingly, "Well, then, 'you 
stupid head, you,' if you can know up to within the day and 
hour, just. add on that day and hour, then you will have the 
exact time! and Jesus says you will not know that!" 

At that moment a lady, Mrs. Gaumer, was on her feet 
holding up the Bible'----a new one with flexible binding and 
thumb index-and said angrily, "If Jesus Christ does not come 
the 10th day of the seventh month Jewish time, this year, that 
Bible goes into the fire!" 

"One thing more," said I: "'And this gospel of the king
dom shall be preached in all the world for a witn-ess unto all 
nations; and then shall the cnd come.''' ,(Matthew 24: 14.) 
Now Brother Conant, if what you preach is right, it would 
have 'to be preached among all nations before the Savior could 
come, but you have preached it in only one county in the State 
of Wisconsin, and two or three townships in Isabella County, 
Michigan, so you are wrong from every angl.e you figure." 

Reader, I am taking a little more pains on this subject for 
the benefit of all who are, and must be later, interested in this 
matter; ,that it may assist you to understand, and not be de
ceived. Jesus warns us repeatedly, "Let no man deceive you." 

In closing this debate with Mr. Conant, he was very anx
ious that a vote of the people should be taken as to who in 
their op.inion had proven his points. On the Book of Mormon 
the vote by count of the chairman stood seventy-six to thirty
seven in my favor. (All did not vote.) Following the close 
of the soul-sleeping question, however, Mr. Conant objected to 
a vote being taken, amidst loud calls of, "Vote, vote," from the 
assembly. 

This was also a very busy year, not only for myself but 
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for several of my young brothers whom I had baptized, who 
have labored faithfully for the Master. During the year I 
traveled hundreds of miles on foot, baptized 108 people, con
firmed 123, blessed about 137 children, and administered to the 
sick, both in and out of the church, to the joy and comfort of 
all good-meaning people; giving God the honor and praise for 
all of his mercies and blessings to his children. 

We now start with 1889. During the last few days of 
last year, I put in eleven discourses in a ,town hall in Coleman, 
Michigan. Elder J. H. Peters having moved in there and 
started a mill, employing a goodly number' of men, together 
with those who lived in the village, as well as farmers living 
all around the village, I conduded there should be a good turn
out at the meetings. In consultation with him about it, he at 
first did not favor the move. But on further talk regarding 
the matter, he concluded that I might try, with the ,under
standing that on account of conditions in his home, I would be 
compelled to seek places to stay while laboring there. "You 
see to getting the hall," said I, "and I'll' look after the rest." 
To this he agreed. 

In nine days I preached eleven d,iscourses, then gave them 
a rest and, time to consider, with the understanding that I 
would return in the near future. 

I preached in Farwell and Brinton, where I had previ
ously preached, and where some had been baptized. Brother 
E. Day Bennett was with me on this trip. He was a tan young 
brother from N olih Dakota whose parents reRided in Saginaw, 
Michigan. We kept up meetings constantly in Brinton, Let
son's Hall, Tanner's Schoolhouse, and Gilmore,preaching al
ternately. 

It was near Farwell, at a place called Slabtown, where 
Brother Richard B. Campbell came to my meeting and did 
some questioning relative to the gospel. His father was a 
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Baptist minister, and the son (R. B.) was sharp. We got 
along nicely. In conversation with some outside people at one 
time one gentleman remarked, "What's the matter with Dick 
Campbell? He's downed every preacher that has come here. 
and now he's downed himself." Brother Campbell and wife 
were baptized, and resided in Farwell. He was ordained an 
elder and has done conSiderable preaching at different times 
and places to good effect, but died recently. 

At Brinton Bl'other Bennett and I continued p,reaching. 
And to show how the ministe:rs of other faiths ,worked and 
schemed against us, I will give one instance. ,(Brother Ben
nett having written an accurate account to the Herald at that 
time, I will quote from his letter.) 

A ,young man on the day before-Sunday-was carelessly handling 
a rifle, and it accidentally went off and shot his little sister. She lived 
only a short time; The parents wished Brother Cornish to preach the 
funeral sermon. We therefore went'back, and when within Rbout a mile 
of town a brother of Mr, Letson, the' child's father, came tu thp road' to 
meet us. He is a Baptist minister, I understand. 

"Are you the gentlemen who have been preaching in the Brinton, 
Schoolhouse?" he asked. Brother Cornish answered that WE> were. 
"Well," he said, "in regard to the funeral of my brother's child; WE: rllve 

that all arranged. There is a minister in the house whom I have saCUl prJ. 
to preach it. My ,brother wanted me to do it, but I told him it wouIa 
look bad, and I have got Brother -- to stay over; so you men need not 
go down." Brother Cornish replied, "I guess we will go on into town, 
and then we can get back in til}1e to catch the train." "Oh," said the 
reverend, "if you are tired, you can stop in here and rest a little and then 
go back." "No," said Brother Cornish, "I ~ues8 we will go on into town." 

We went on and reported what we had been told. Mr. Letson said, 
"If Mr, Cornish doesn't preach the sermon, it will not be preached." A 
few of the Methodists gathered around them and asked, "Will it not 
make hard feelings to have Elder Cornish preach this sermon?" The. 
only answer was, "We want Mr. Cornish. We believe his doctrine." 

The reverend came at last, and he said he would· rather give fifty 
dollars than t() have Elder Cornish preach that sermon for his .. brother's 
child. But Mr. Letson has determined on Elder Cornish or none, so 
Brother Cornish delivered the sermon to a crowded house. And when he 
finished there was hardly a dry eye to be seen. 

That night the Brinton Schoolhouse was filled to capacity. Many 
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are believing, and some said that when we came back they Were ready 
for baptioSlIIl. We went to Fa.rwell, held .!a :few meetings, and then on down 
to Coleman, where we are having large congregations. We can surely 
say, " 'Tis a glorious thing ,to be in the light.". . 

"Yours, - "E. DAY BENNETT." 

I might add that while preaching that funerai sermon, the 
influence of the Spirit was so strongly upon me that one old 
man, an infidel, who was standing, turned his face to the wal! 
and wept, while the majority present were in tears. At the 
grave some one said to that same .man, "'fhat was a great ser
mo~!" "Oh;" said the old gentleman, "there is a God back of 
that somewhere! You talk about this falling down, kicking, 
and yelling-there's nothing to· that, but no man can talk like 
that man unless there is a power back of it!" 

Oh, I wonder sometimes why such men will not humble 
themselves before the mighty hand of God,ohey the gospel, 
and assist in the beautiful work of redemption. I also wonder 
why ministers for God, so called, will stoop so low as herein 
stated, lying and misrepresenting, trying to stop the progress 
of the work of God to prop· up institutions that can never 
bring to them full and free salvation in the everlasting king
dom of our God! At Coleman we again put in several dis
courses, and l~ft them to think and study the gospel more 

_ fully. 

About the second or third time that I came to Brinton, I 
began to do some preaching in a hall owned by Mr. "Letson, lo
cated about one mile south of Brinton. Mr. Letson had a store 
the:r:e and a hall above the store. My remembrance of it now 
is that Mr. Letson gave us the use of the hall free of charge, 
and a goodly number came to hear the preaching of the gos
pel. Among them was Mr. Jonathan Tanner, who belonged to 
the same church as did Mr. Weeks. After we-had preached a 
few sermons, Mr. Tanner became quite talkative on gospel 
topics, taking me to his home and treating me with all kind-
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ness, and finally told me that he believed that we were 3,11 right 
on gospel matters, as pertaining to the first principles, but that 
we were wrong on the Sabbath and soul questions. I told Mr. 
Tanner that the Sabbath and soul questions were just as easily 
explained by us as the gospel, but he thought he knew better 
and told me so, and said he, "Our ministers are willing to de
bate with any man on those questions.· They dare and defy 
the world to meet them on it. I kno.w you canno.t pro.ve that we 

, are wrong o.n that." I assured him that I was willing to. try. 
Said I, "I have met two of yo.ur men before upon it,. and I am 
willing to try it again." 

"Well," said he, "I know you will be beaten on that." 
Mr. Tanner also told me that if I could prove that Satur

day, the seventh day of the week, was not binding upon the 
people as a rest day now, as it was ,to Israel, and if I could 
make clear to his mind some o.ther things in connectio.n with 
the church that were not no.w clear, he was ready to obey the 
gospel. I told him "All right," and assured him that as what 
he had heard was made plain, so would any and everything 
necessary for him to know to make him a member be made 
clear. 

I warned him, however, no.t to tell his man my name, for 
if he did he would hear no debate, because if their man knew 
me he Wo.uld not debate with me. But at this heorily laughed. 
I then told him of a challenge some of their men gave out at 
Deckerville when they were operating in their tent at that 
place, when they defied any' minister to meet them upon the 
Sabbath questio.n, and ho.W the United Brethren minister 
wrote for me to come and meet them, and if he would not meet 
me, they would open up their church for two or three sermons 
on that subject, and all this because, he said, "We arenot just 
prepared to meet them, and you have met them and know how 
to handle them." I consented to do so and went to Deckerville 
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and met the Uni;ted Brethren elder at the depot. We went to 

the tent and found two Seventh Day ministers. We began to 

talk freely upon the themes of the day, when a third ·Seventh 
Day minister came in and a further introduction was had . 

. They seeme~ to be glad of the prospect of debating the Sab
bath question. One elder remarked to another, "This will do 
us a lot of good. Now the people will see how easy it is to sus
tain our position on the Sabbath." All three appeared to be 
elated over it, but in a minute or two the gentleman who said 
that the debate would do so much good, on looking over a little· 
book which he took from his pocket, said to me, "Did I under
stand that your name was Cornish?" . I replied that that was 
my name. Said he, "J. J. Cornish?" "Yes, sir," said 1. Then 
looking on his book again he asked, "Did you have a debate 
with one of our elders at Ubly by the name of Weeks?" "Yes, 
sir," I replied. "And one by the .name of Lelland?" ~'Yes, 

sir," I replied. 

He then looked around at the others and said, "Oh, I don't 
think a debate will do any good; in fact, I don't think the peo
ple want a debate." The United Brethren elder then asked 
why they had challenged and appeared to be so anxious to 
have a discussion upon that subject. They replied that they 
only meant anyone of the elders of the other denominations 
who had a charge there; that was all; and that they did not 
mean any minister of the outside who did not have a congrega
tion or charge. I then informed them that I was president of 
the Lebanon Branch which included Deckerville, by reason of 
members being all around that place, and that further I was 
president of that district which.took in that county as well as 

~J"."'.'!S' 

the surrounding counties. "Hence," said I, "I have the largest 
charge of any of them here." But they refused to meet and 
discuss their own challenge and position. Hence we decided to 
deliver three discourses in the United Brethren church, and 
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one of the Seventh Day ministers said, "We will go on with 
our work, and you, will not get many to hear you!' 

We began that evening, and just after w.e started so few 
went to the tent that they closed it, and the three ministers 
walked into the church. The front seat being the only seat 
left and only one or two in it, the three ministers sat right 
there in front of me and took notes. 

At each meeting they were given a privilege ,to speak. At 
the close of the last meeting, I asked them to take up their 
own challenge, and that I was ready to meet them, but they 
would not do it. They knew then that they could not meet it, 
and they also knew that the people were satisfied that they' 
could not prove their position, so packed their tent the next 
day and left town. 

"And now," said I, "Brother Tanner, these are .the facts 
ion the ,case: they have posted one another. They have my 
name, anp. they know when and whom to challenge, and whom 
not to challenge; and if you want to have a debate- here you 
must keep back my name, and have your man draw up the, 
propositions and sign his name to them, and send them to me, 
and I will sign them and bring them with me on the day of 
the ,commencement of the debate. Then it will be a sure thing." 

To this Mr. Tanner agreed. He also said that he expected 
a minister almost any time, and that as SQon as arrangements 
could be made he would let me know. 

In about two or three weeks from that time 'I received 
word from Mr. Tanner that Elder Weeks was in that part 
preaching, and that arrangements were made for the debate to 
commence at a certain time; wso he would meet me at Lake 

'»/iIi,' 

Station on the day of the debate, that the J)ropositions were, 
inclosed in the letter, and that I should sign them and bring 
them with me according to promise. 

, I did so and Mr. Tanner met me, and when we came to 
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Brinton we Went into a store where we found Elder Weeks. I 
walked up; to the elder, and teaching out my hand said, "Ho\y~ 
do you do, elder? I am ~lad to meet you." The elder turned 
around to Mr. Tanrter and sa.id, "Is this the gentleman that we 
are to meet in debate 7'; Tanner replied! j'Yes, sir." The elder. 
said, "You shOuld have told me who it was before we al"tanged 
the proposition!' At that I spoke 'up and said, "Do you i'e>

member when we patted at Ubiy a few years ago; that time 
you ledllted against l.lS aiid I made reply theI'et;o, that We 
agreed that WUe}l we met again We might be better ac
quaihtfid?" He Mid, "Yes." "Well;" saId I, "I am here with 
you to get better Mquainted !" 

That hight we Ihet, and who shoUld the people elect for a 
cliaitfiian but this JOfiatlian Tanner! I wondered, Will he be 
fair? He belong'S to that church, atid sa.id I would be beatertl 
etc. HoWeVer, We began, and everything went on iii go:od or"' 
del'. At the end of the third night of two half.-hour sessions 
each, for each eVenIng, a Vote was taken, M to who, in the es" 
ti111atioIi of the people, had g~1ned the day, when a. very few 
only voted for MI'. Weeks and a ·vety large majbt'ity for me. 
Thus ended the debate Artd also Seventh Day Adventism in 
that region. Jonathan Tanner and wife and one son, "tho was 
it school-wacher; were baptized into) the church. (Sister TaIl
ner has since died; Brother ntfmel" noW resides in Lamoni, 
Iowa.) 

At the close of the debate with Elder Weeks Oli the Sab .. 
bath question, I challenged him to discuss the soul question, 
but he utterly refused. If the Bible sustained that doctrine, 
they surely would not refuse to stand by it, and defend it f 

Some eight or ten years later I made inquiry as to whether 
the Adventists had any meetings there now, and was informed 
that there had been no preaching thEml since the time of the 
debate. I was informed that Mr. Weeks said, or I heard him· 
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say (l do not remember which), on the last night of that de..; 
bate, that he would never meet a Latter Day Saint again in 
debate. But a few years later the same Elder Weeks was up 
near Prescott doing some preaching, and there were also labor-

. ing ncar the same place our Brother David Smith, who had 
had. but little experience on the S;1bbath question, also our 
young Brothel' E. A. GoodwinTwho was then just starting out 
in the ministry. A challengp was out to discuss the Sabbath: 
question, and an-angements were made for the same, to com." 
m~ce on a eertain evening •• Brother J,Pit Blackman learn
ing this, and knowing that I wasn()tfarfromEentlpy, came 
for me and told me what was going 'On, and that these brethren: 
had not much Gxpel:ience on- that subje~t and that I must by all 
means be there. I went. There was a good~sized congregation 
prasent fora country schoolhouse~ .Elder Weeks did not come: 
By. invitatjon .of the officers of ;l;heschool district, and vote ·of 
the people, I preached. After meeting it was ag-reed that we 
meet again the next evening, and if Elder Weeks was not pres-, 
cnt;. I should preach to them on. the Sabbath question. The 
time came f~n' meeting-, but ElderWeek,~ did not appear. 1 de-: 
livered a lengthy discourse upon the Sabhath,question and·left 
the matter with them. 

, .. -Brothel' David Smith afterwards informed me' that he: 
met the elder a day or so after these meetings and asked why· 
he was not present to carryon the debate, and the elder re
plied that he did come to the schoolhouse but saw no light 
there, and seeing-the neighbor~s cow, he .turned around and, 
went home, driving the cow with him. Said David, "You knew 
J. J. Cornish was there, and you were afraid to meet him!" 

. At the General Conference of this year, the only confer
ence Joseph did .notattend during his presidency over the 
church, I received a special invitation to visit and preach at 
Knolmoster, Missouri. This I did, and baptized five. I also 
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visited Independence, Missouri, where I preached a few times; 
and visited some of my dear brothers and sisters whom I had 
baptized in the city of London, Ontario, about twelve or thir
teen years previously. I also visited and preached in Kansas 
City and baptized four. All told, in thetwo last-named places 
I found about forty of the Saints I had known in London; 
about thirty of whom I had baptized: Luff, Harrington, Clow; 
Parker, Newton, Hawkins, Tankard, May, Melott, and others 
whose names I do not now recall. Oh, so many, I cannot r~ 
member them all. Oh, may we all meet over yonder! "We!ll 
know each other there !" 

I hurried back to Michigan, knowing I was needed. By 
the middle of May I was in ColE;lman, preaching, and baptized 
ten. Our conference was held in Tawas: City that spring un':' 
del' peculiar circumstances which came about as follows: Be
fore the last fall conference held in Five Lakes, Lapeer County; 
the little wife and I,in conViersation over my presiding over 
the district, decided that I should resign the presidency and 
allow sonle one else to take up that work, so I could spend my 
time fully in the preaching of the gospel in new places, and 
not have the 'worry and care of the district. I could thus be 
the means of bringing more into' the' church than I eould do 
while presiding and doing other work incident thereto, and at 
the same time I could be nearer my home. 

That night I dreamed I was sitting in a chair in a sitting 
room, in the center of which was a table, and on the other side 
of that table sat Presidents Joseph Smith and W. W. Blair. 
Brother Blair had the Saints' Harp (the early hymn book of 
the church) on the table and with his right hand was turning 
it over, end over end, while Joseph was talking to me. Both 
were looking at me to see what I might say in return. 

Joseph said, "Brother John, do not resign the presidency 
of the district at this time. It will be for the best interest of 
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the work not ,to do so." "And, Brother John," said Brother 
Blair, "do not forget the sixty-two names." "Yes," said J08"" 

eph, "let them have a conference, too." 
I awoke. I never saw those dear brethren, nor heard their 

voices more plainly in my waking moments than I saw and 
heard them in my dream that night. The sixty4wo names 
Wiil.S all iii. bliil.fik to me, but 1 beHeved that that 'Was a revela~ 
tiofi from. God to me, and, if it was, all would be made plain. 
When the little mother awoke in the morning, I told her of 

the dream, iil.nd thiil.t I had changed my mind. "I will not re
sign, but if they see fit at the conference to put in some oM 
else I will say nothing," 1 said. "But," said she, "what about 
the ~lixty~two names 1". "1 don't know/' said 1. "But if that 
is of God I will know." 

This Caused her to feel sad for a time. Here we had 
moved to the western part of the State, and many were coming 
into the church all around us, and said she, "I thought yoU 
could be with me more, but instead you are away more ,than 
before." However, concluding, she said, "Well, if it is from 
God, all right; go on; I'll do the best I can!" The dear little 
moth.er !she loved the work. If she had not she would not 
have sacrificed so much for it. 

Leaving home that morning for the conference at Five 
Lakes, and before getting aboard the train, I called at the post 
office for my mail and received two letters, in one of which was 
a petition, with sixty-two names attached, asking that the next 
conference be in the branch at Tawas City. This was granted 
to the satisfaction of God and his people. At that conference 
in Tawas City, two boatloads of Saints came from Bay Port 

across the Saginaw Bay. Following I quote a letter written 
by me at the time: 

TAWAS CITY, MICHIGAN, June 17, 1889. 
Brother Blair: Our conference is just over, We had a gl'and time. 

All felt it was good to be there. Five elders, nine priests, and abQut ol1e 
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hundred and:ftfty members were prese'!lt. The Saihts of Tawas Branch 
have c()mmenced to erect a church. W 0 had it incl()sed so as to hold 
c()nierence in it. Two bOl1tloads of Saints came across the bay from 
Bay Port to the conference. They came in sailboats. They had fair 
wind coming, and the morning of the 17th, when they wanted to go 
Mme, the wind turned aud blew up btlskly~ giving them fair {'dnd to re
turn. Our meetings. were grand. Business passed {iff without a jar~ 
no contention-all was peace and llarmony. We all feel to rejoIce and 
press onward. YouX' brother, "J. J. CORNISH." 

-Saint.,;' Herald, vol. 36, p. 406. 

On walking around the town that morning after the 
Saints left for Bay Port, I overheard and took part in the fol
lowing conversation. 

Methodist minister: "Well, there is a big lot of them here, 
anyway." 

Lawyer: "Yes, they are making quite a stir." 

Minister: "Do they believe in old Joe Smith alid Brigham 
Young?" 

Lawyer: "No, I do not think they believe in Brlgham 
Young." 

Minister: "Well, they believe in polygamy." 

LaWyer: "Oh, no; 1 guess not. This kind has nothing to 
do with Brigham Young (,)1" the people of Utah." 

Minister! "Well, what do. they believe in ?j} 

Lawyer: "Oh, they are all right; they believe in the 
:Bible." 

Minister: "Wen, they believe in free loveism, do they 
not?" 

Lawye:r: "Why, I-I do not--

J. J. Cornish: "N 0, sir; they do not believe in free love
ism. Please excuse me, gentlemen, for interrupting you." 

Minister: "Yes, they do, and in old Joe Smith, and polyg
amy; and Salt Lake City is their headquarters. They are a 
mean, low-lived people, and--" 
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Lawyer: "This [addressing me] is Elder Weir." 

Minister: "Are you one of the Latter Day Saints?" 

Cornish : "Yes~ sir." 

Lawyer: "Yes, I thought you were. Well, this is an 
elder you are talking to." 

Cornish : "Yes, I was thinking he was by his talk. Did 
you ever hear one of our ministers preach, elder?" 

Minister: "No, nor I don't want to!" 

. Cornish: "\Vell, you would not be a very good judge as 
to whether their doctrine was ,true or false." 

Then he went on in a rage, calling us anything but good, 
telling us to get some of our dirty grease and lay hands on an 
old sick horse, take poison, etc. The lawyer was disgusted 
ahd waIke'daway'. 

, ,-,. 

Reader, you who may not have heard much about the true 
gospel of Christ even, cannot help but see that such men, who 
ridicule anyone who is, standing by the words of the Savior; 
are certainly not servants of Christ. If they were they would 
be preaching it instead of making fun of it, and abusing those 
who do believe in it. Such are strangers to God and the Holy 
Ghost. I unhesitatingly say that God never sent such IDen! 
"For he whom God hath sent speaketh ithe words of God." 
(John 3: 34.) But that man fought right against the ,words 
of Christ. Satan did the same. Jesus said of that kind in his 
day, "Ye are of your father the Devil, and the lusts of your fa
ther ye will do. He ... abode not in the truth." (John 8: 
44.) If tha,t minister were of God he would hear God's words. 
(John 8: 47.) These signs shall follow. (Mark 16: 17.) I've 
tried it and I know! 

(To be continued.) 
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LAMONI STAKE (DECATUR DISTRICT), BY DUNCAN CAM:PBELL 

JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH, 1912' 

,,(Continued from page 378.) 

REPORT OF THE LAMONI STAKE PRESIDENCY TO THE FIRST PRESIDEKCY' 

OF THE CHURCH 

The La,nwni Stake Presidency Hereby Reports to the F'inlt, Presi
dency 0/ the Churcli,: pranches: According to :statements in last Te~ 
port, branches have, been organized at Andover, Missouri, and vYar<i, 
Iow,a. Eoth these b:nanches are doing well, . ,and promise to be a strength. 
to the stake work. LanlOni, Leon,and Allendale BrandIes continue un::. 
derthe direct pres:dency of the 'stake presidency. The Graceland Branch 
is now presided over by Elder A. W. Boden, formerly of ,Centervi1l1": 
ConditiOlns with'the Allendale Rranchareabout as at J.ast report. G.Jt 
Wells, by,arnangement with the minister in 'charge, has beelldoing con~ 
sidel:able work at Center,ineand that Vicinity. His labol"shavC' been an 
encouragEllnent to this branch, over which 'he now presides. The stake 
presidency continues to provide speakers. fen' the Davis City Branch. The 
P,awnee Branch has not yet beendiiorganized;-but it is likely thatac
tion will be taken to diJsorg,anize at' the JUne stake conference. ' The 
bl'anch at Luoas continues inlx \veakened condition, .owing to the ab: 
sence 'Of many of 'thebl'e.l,hren md families who go elsewheTe to find em
ployment in the mines. _ The few Saints remaining are courageous,how
ever, and are hoping for a reopening of the mines there, which would re
vive the life oJ' the branch. The Hiteman Branch, ow,ing to the prosper
ous condition of the mines' there and the ,active prosecution of the work 
by ,the local Saints is growing in numbers and spirituality. The Lamopi 
Branch is reaIizing a .slow but steady gl'owth numerically and spiritually. 

Missions: The appointment at the Thompson Schoolhouse continues 
under the care of the authorities of the Evergreen Branch, as does the 
one at the Smith Schoolhouse. Brother Moroni Traxler has resigned the 
New Budaappointment, which at present is under the direction of the 
stake presidency. The Wion 'Schoolhouse appointment is now under the 
care .of Elder Eli Hayer. Brother Hayer has opened a new place at, the 
Center Schoolhouse, 'five miles northwest .of Lamoni, where services are 
held each Sunday at deven a. m. The appointment at Boyer School
house has been discontinued. In the vkinity of the Center Schoolh{JUse 
a number of families of S'aints reside, and a Sunday school is conducted 
there, as :also <at the Wio'll Schoolhouse, both being in the Laanoni Stake . 
Sunday Schoo~ Association. The appointment near Lineville has been dis-
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continued. A new opening has been made at Fraker, a mmmg commu
nity near Hiteman, same being under the direction of the president of 
the Hitoman Branch. 

Reunion: The LIiJn:\ortistake reilnion ,of 1911, held on the Dancel' 
grounds, south of Lamoni, was well attended and was by far the (Irwst 
spiritual reunion yet held in the stake. The Spirit was present in power 
during the prayer setviceses,peci.aJly, imd covered the people as by a 
mantle. T'he speakiing was exceptionally good, and theauX)iliary work 
profltable. This reunion was .a iSOul'ce Of much strength and encounage
ment to the people. 

Reunion Grounds: Mefititln Was made in last report of the proba
bility of purchasing .~ reunion site. At the reunion of 1911 and there
after $2,000 was pledged 10r the purchase of ttveIltyacl:es,mMe or less, 
at $100 pel' acre. Contract hll.S been Signed and InOre tli!.ifi half the 
amount pledged Ml1eCied and applied on the pUi'chase :price of the 
gl'OUl1ds. This site is the same khete our reiinloh has been held tor a 
nUmber of years. This iaitd wHiM fenced and reserved for reM ion and 
park purposeS. Aside fNHIl being avai1ableaS a ~rmanent reunion 
grounds and park, this tract will be a valuaBle asset. A newassembiy 
tent was also piii'chagcd this year. 

Buildings': The' church hu.:\lding at Ward has been cOmpleted; and 
is a very neat little chapel, 'as' it was before being removed from Cleve
land. The indebtedness ~n the new building at Andover has been de
creased to $195. The LamGni .stake bisoopiic hold the note lOr. this 
amount, and the Andover people will continue to pay it (}jf as theya:re 
able. The builrling at Loon continues unrepaired. The Centerville Saints 
are seeming1y in need of help to meet sewerage and paving taxes and to 
do some repairing ,on the building there. They are making applic.atioo 
to the stake bishopric with the prospect of aid. The improvements men
tioned in last report have been made on the Lamoni building, which ma
teriallyadds to its attractiveness and convenience. 

Quorums l The v.11:t'ious qWJrttms .of the stake, ftom reports to tIle 
stake cOnferenco, have been wide :awi::l.ke and active during the year. The 
report .of the Fifth QuorUrfu M Eldel1s shOws that the brethren of that 
quorUm in addition to tol1siderable .other work, have preached 697 ser" 
mons and baptized 60. This, consjdering' the num.ber in the qubruffi, aM 
the age and infirmities of several, certainly shows a commendable effol't 
on the part Of the elders Of the seake. ,Regu1ar Iheeting's are held by 
most of the quO'l'ums. The w()rk at the,se meeting's is edticatiofial, and !1 

help to the various brethren. The Second Quorum of Deacons rep61't 
addresses before the quorum by Albert Carmichael, U. W. Greene, and 
F. A. Snrith. The reorganization Of quorum.s withtin the stake affords 
opportunity for quorum meetings and quorum work, t11Hi seems to be an 
impetus to individual work on the part of the various brethren of the 
priesthood. 
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Priesthood :Meetings: The genel'al pl'iesthood meetings referred to 
in last report have been continued nearly all the year. Two or three 
general membership meetings in place of these regulal' priesthood meet
ings Were held, at which the Order of Enoch was discUBsed. T.his topic 
is one in which the Saints have been vitally interested thl'oughout the 
year, and its various phases have been before the priesthood and member
$hip for consideration. 

Vacan.cies: Moroni Traxler has been released from the stake high 
council fOol' cause. The complaints against him ,are being lodged with the 
presidency of the high priests' quorum. G. R. Wens, Amo.s Berve, and 
John lVIidgorden' have been placed on the council. Bishop Joseph Roberts 
was sustained to succeed Bishop William Andel'son, deceased, as bishop 
of the ,stake. His· nomination of R. J. Lambert and Osoo.r Anderson as 
counselors was approved, and the brethren were accordingly set apart, 
Brother Anderson being also ordained an elder. The late stake confer
ence sustained the stake presidency, the stake high council, the stake 
bishopric, H. :g. Gold, stake clerk, with C. 1. Carpenter as his assistant, 
Duncan Campbell, stake historian, C. I. Carpenter, ,stake l'ecorder, 8ister 
L. L. Resseguie, member of the srbake library board. 

Ordinations: The' ordination ·of R. V. Hopkins to the office of elder, 
referred to in last report, has taken place. Al,so the following ordina
tions have occurred: Oland Branch, J aseph Braby, deacon; Centerville 
Branch, A. W. Boden, elder; Hiteman Branch, W. R. Lane, priest; Ed
mund Burke and Williaan Wilkinson, ctea:cherj "Reese Wima;ms, deacon; 
Lamoni Branch, Vaughn ·Bailey, priest. The late stake conference ap
proved the following ordinations, which ,have been referred to the stake 
presidency, ,and will be attended to at once; Hiteman Branch, Samuel 
Rowley and D. T. Willia,ms, jr., priest, and Robert Zimmerman, teacher. 

Temporalities: The strake bishop's report to the stake conference 
shows an advance in total receipts for 1911 over 1910 of $2,364.06. In 
consideration of the change in .ad~inistration, necessitJatingadjustment 
thereto,. the comparative shol'tness of ,crops, and the closeness of tImes, 
this' speaks well for the efforts of the Saints .along these lines. There is 
a growing ,anxiety on the p.art of the people to undel'stand, and an in
creased willingness tD comply with the temporal requirements of the law. 

In Conclusion: While there ·are many featUl'es in ·connection with 
our stake work that might be improved upon, we ·are glad to note and 
report a seeming increase .of desire on the part of the Saints to move for
ward in the wo'rk of ,stake and chUl"ch building. Weare hopeful that this 
de'sire will bear fruitage in increased activity, s.pirituality, and individual 
and collective achievement. Respectfully submitted, 

J. F. GARVER, /01" the Stake Presidency. 

There is an increased demand for preaching, both in the branches 
and outside the·m. The calls are more than we are able ·to SUIJply. 

(Signed) JOHN SMITH, President. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



462 JOURNAL OF· HISTORY 

SUNDAY SCHOOL-RELIGIO CONVENTION 

The joint stake convention of these two societies was held in the 
basement' of the Sainvs' Church, lialmoni, on Friday, March 1. Several 
delegates were: present from Hiteman, Lacona,. Centerville, and the 
schuols and locals near Lamoni. The morning session was devoted to the 
rea.d:ing of reports and cOTl1i1l1unicatio'llS. The Sunday ,school association 
has 18 schools with over 1,600 members, while the Religio has 9 locals 
with a total of 650 me-mbers. At·the afternoon session a resolution com
mending the recent action taken by the Lamoni school against the use, 
sale, and advel'tising of tobacco, and urging other schools to take a similar 
action was passed. DeLegates to the General Conventions were appointed 
and the following officers were elected to serve the coming year, for the 
Sunday school; Superintendent, A. L. Keen; .assistant ,superintendent, 
G. R. Wells; 'secretary, C. B. Woodstock; treasurer, Joseph Roberts; 
member libl'ary board, John Garver; home department and cradle roll 
superintendent, Vina :McHarness. For the Religio: President, C. I. Car
penter; vice president, Dan Williams; secretary, Stella Barker; treas
urer, Flora Scott; home department superintendent, Vina McHarness; 
superintendeDlt gospel literature ,department, A. +-. Keen. 

The evening was occupied ina discussion of the gl'ading of schools 
and the adoption of a graded series of quarterlies, doing :away with uni
formity of text. A resolution was adopted favoring this proposition.
Chr.onicle. 

CONFERENCE 

Conference of the stake WaB held at Lamoni, Iowa,.M'arch 2, 3, 4, 
1912, the stake presidency and the missionary in charge presiding. Sta
tistical repol'ts were received from all the branches in the stake except 
Ward,:Allendale, Lone Rock, and Pawnee. The stake library board re
ported excellent pl'ogress ,along the !ineof library work, having formed 
five free traveling libraries during the pal&t year, a total of 159 books, 
whJ,chare now circulating throughout the various br,a,nehes in the stake. 
A large number of ministerial reports were received, '3J1d reports were 
received from the following quorums: Second Quorum of Deacons, See:
ond QUO'I"llll1l of Priests, Fifth Quorum of Elders,and Second Quorum 
of T.eachers, :all reporting an active membership and good resultsaccom
plished during the past year. The annual report of the stake bishopric 
was received and showed that the new bi,sllopric (Joseph Roberts, bishop, 
R. J. Lambert and Oscar Anderson, counselors) are performing success
fully the duties of their ·office. The following were recommended for or
dination: Vaughn C. Hailey, of the Lamoni Branch, to the office of 
priest; Samuel Rowley and Daniel T. Williams to the office of priest, and 
Robel·t Zimmerman to the office of teacher, all of Hiteman Branch. 
Moroni Traxler was released as a member of the stake high council. 

One hundred sixteen delegates were chosen to represent Lamoni 
Stake at General Conference. Moved that in ,ca,se of division they be au-
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tharized to cast a majarity and minarity vote. Carried. Moved that this 
stake extend to Genel1al "Canference an invitation to hold sessian of 1913 
at Lamani, Iowa. Carried. On Sunday, March 3, at 9.30 a. m., Sunday 
schoal in charge of its 1.0 cal afficel's. Preaching at 11 ,o'clock by F. A. 
Smith. Aftern.oon, ,sacrament ,and ordination ,services. At ,this me,eting 
Vaughn Bailey was .ordained te the .office of .priest by J. W. Wight and 
John Garver. P'reaching 'at 8 p. m., by Heman C. Smith. Priar to this 
service the Lamoni choir rende,red an excellent song service .of half an 
haur. At the business 'session on Saturday ,af-ternoan ,a set of resolutions 
regarding the theater w,as introduced. After some discussion the mwt
ter was deferred until Monday evening. At this special sessien the fol-' 
lowing substitute WaJS presented: "Whereas, there has been erected at 
Lamoni, Iawa, by a steck comp,anY,a building equipped, among ather 
features, with ,all the ,appurtenances of 16 modern theater, and whereas, 
despite the fact that the church is in no way responsible for the erecting 
of this bUilding, the :tact of said building being at the hea,dquarters of 
the church i,s likely to cause a misunderstanding as to the' relatian of the 
church thereto, and whereas, in the opinion of this conference of the La
moni Stake theater attendance' is detrimental to the ,spiritual develop
ment of the Saints; therefore, be it resolved, That we look with disfavar 
on the theater, and discountenance theater 'attendance by members of the 
church. Furthemnore, be it res,olved, That copies .of these preambles and 
resolutions' be filed with the Saints' Herald and Zion's Ensign, with the 
request that they be published." By motion the courtesies .of. the floor 
were extended ,to all present. Lengthy discussion followed. Goad feel
ing and unity prevailed in all the discussion. The previous question was 
ordered land the substitute WillS adopted. By sepa:ra:te lru)tion and vote 
the following stake offic1al" were -sustained: Stake pres.idency, stake 
bishopric, high council as at present constituted, Duncan Campbell as. 
stake h1storiran, the secreta:ry and hirs assistant, the recorder. The meet
ing VIlas then adjourned. H. H. GoOld, secreta.ry.-Saints' Herald far 
March 20, 1912, vol. 59, p. 284. 

BRANCHES 

Lamoni: The result of the election of branch officers for 
the year 1912 was given in previous report.' The Sunday 
school chose G. W. Blair, superintendent; Oscar Anderson, 
Herbert Barto, Estella., Wight, Chloe Barr, Anna Salyards, and 
Callie B. Stebbins, associate superintendents; C. B. Woodstock, 
secretary; Joseph France, assistant; Annie E: Allen, treas
urer; Alta Mather, chorister; Victor Krucker, assistant; Gra
cia Nicholson, pianist; Helen Anderson, organist; E. D. Moore, 

'. 
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librarian; Lloyd Cole, Chester Constance, and Fayette Cole. 
assistants; T. J. Burch, janitor. 

The Religio officers are: Herbel'it Barto, president; Mr. 
Betts, vice president; Guy Mintun, secretary; Flora Scott. 
treasurer; Lucy Gunsolley, chorister; Edith Yarrington, pian~ 
1st; Sarah Bass, librarian; Sister Strickland, in charge of 
home department; Guy Mintun, corresponding secretary. The 
officers of Patronesses are given in previous report. 

At the regular February business meeting of the branch 
the following resolution was adopted: 

. Whereas, The Lord has deeJ,ared against the use of tobacco (Doc~' 

trine and Covenants,i?ectior),S 86 and 119), and 
Whereas, The church has taken a 'stand ;against it in the appoint

ment (If missiol1luie.s, and many dis('dots, branches, and quorums, in 
qualification ·of merrnberA,and 

W1H;reas, Graceland College has closed her dOOi,S against the user 
of tobacco, therefore, 

Resolved, That as ·a branch of the' church we discountenance not 
only the use of tobacco in all 'florm;;, ·but also the 'gelling of it in any 
form byanj' member of the church within the jurisdiction of the Lamoni 
Branch. (Signed) J. A. GUNSOLl,EY. 

-Saint.s' Herald, February 28, 1912, p. 214. 

AMOS BEIWE, 

F. M. WELD. 

As a further result of the action of Graceland College 
with reference to tobacco, the following vesa-lution was pre
sented by the resolutions committee (to the Religio General· 
Convention, Independence, Missouri, April, 1912) : 

Res{)Ived that llJS a convention we heartily lndo.rse the action of the 
TruRtees of Graceland CoUege in making the use of tobacco a. bar to 
membership in the ·school as a student. 

Resolved further, that we b£lieve the s.ameattitude should be taken 
as touching members of the faculty and Board of Trustees. 

After quite a lengthy di,sctlssion the resolution Wf\JS adopted with 
only one vote in the negative.-Zion's Ensign, April 11, 1912, p. 5. 

In the General Conference, "it was moved that the action 
. of the Religio be indorsed. By motion the whole matter was 
tabled."-Swints' Herald, Apdl 17, 1912, p. 370. 
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In Saints' Herald, May 1, 1912, appeared the following: 
The resolution passed by ·the recent Larmoni stake conference, re

garding theater going, a copy of which ·appeared in 'a recent issue of the 
Herald, ,Vias concurred in by the Larmoni Branch at their regular meet-
ing, held Mar-eh 5, 1912. CYRIL WIGHT, Clerk. 

The new post office bu:ilding has been rompleted -and was occupied 
on January 5, by Brother Daniel Andel~son and his helpers. It was done 
while no mail was being r-eccived, the r-ailways being so blocked by snow 
in the cuts that we have had no trains for two days.-Lamoni Corre
sponaent.-Zion's Ensign. 

Hiteman: C. B. Woodstock preached at the church, morn-
. ing and evening, January 21, and at 3.30 p. m., at ~he Miner's 
Hall, on Social Purity, to a large crowd of men and boys. 
C. L Carpenter preached morning and evening, February 11, 
to good-sized congregations. March 6, J. F. McDowell com
menced a series of lectures on the Book of Mormon, with stere
opticon views, and continued until the twelfth. The lectures 
wer-e interesting, but the attendance was small, as the weather 
was very stormy most of the time. :l\Iarch 10 the following 
brethren were ordained: Samuel Rowley and D. J. Williams 
to the office of priest, and Robert Zimmerman to the office of 
teacher. Sister Eliza Mayer, aged sixty-nine, died April 2; 
the body was taken to Lucas for interment, where E. B. Mor
gan preached the sei"Illon.-William Wilson. 

Ward: G. W. Hun writes: 

We are still in the faith ,and I Imve been made glad to see our old 
friend and brother, J. F. McDowelL Our latchstl.'ling is always out for 
him and any other Saint who may oome <Jur way. I first met B.rother 
McDowell aoout fourteen years ago ,and he made his stopping place wi·th 
me in Ohio. I found him a very ·affectionate :and kind mother. I have 
had a great many openings in ,these two States and had Brother McDow
ell coone and take up the work in a more able way than I could, and he 
always made friends for the work. 

When I heard that he had laid down the ,armor fora while my 
heart went out to God to spal'C his life. Many times in the Iast few years 
have I gone to the Lord in behalf of our bl.'lother, knowing the great 
ability and wisdom God hatl given him; and when I saw his letter in the 
Herald I sat down and wrote him ,and asked him to ·come to my place. 
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He came last Monday and preached three times for us with ·the greatest 
liberty, and gave us three of the best ,sermons that have been preached 
here. We need more of tw.s kind of preaching. I told our branch about 
Brother McDowell's lecture on the Book of Mormon and they 'voted 
unanimouSly for him to ·come and give his lecture. 

My wife and I expect to go to conference in Ap'];il and look ,at land 
in the "regions round about."-Saints' Herald, March 6, 1912, pp. 231, 
282. 

Graceland: A. W. Boden, president of the branch, writes 
to. the Berald under date of Lacona, Io'wa, February 26, 1912, 
giving testimonies received by him in times of discouragement· 
and trial, by which he was comforted and encouraged to take 
up his burden and go on in the way of duty. He proceeds: 

We are sorry to note here. the loss of one of our most 'faithful and 
devoted workers for Christ from the Gmceliand Branch, Brother A. L. 
Keen deciding to take to himself a wife, and a.s Sister Martha Martin ilS 
the lucky one I suppose the Evergreen Bvanch will gain what Graceland 
Bvanch lost. I hope they will appreciate his labolls, for he j·s a worker 
wherever he goes. 

This is a good field for labor, as I saw in open vision this whole 
country BlS it were, one solid wheat field, and dotted all over this wh~t 
field about six inches above thEY heads of the wheat, were the most beauti· 
ful ~ that human eye ever witnessed. The wheat meaning the good 
field to Labor in; the roses the honest in heart.-Saints' Herald, M'arch 6, 
p.252. 

Oland: Minnie R. Braby, branch clerk, writes under date 
of March 12, 1912: 

Since the. last repoJ.it I ,sent you it seems ,that we have a great deal 
to encourage us. Greater interest is taken in all the .meetings and larger 
attendance. We JJiave preaching ,service every first, third, and fifth Sun
day, when there is a fifth. Sunday scho'ol every Sunday. We, ha¥e Re
ligio e¥ery Wednesday evening. We have not organized again, but have 
held Religio for quite a while, but jt was thought best to not organize 
for awhile until we ,SlaW whether we could carry it ,on ,or not. We or~an
ized several years ago, but had to disorganize on acc,ou.nt of nat enough 
coming 'out to carry it on. But we expect to organize soon, ·as the average 
attendance has been about thirty. The .avevage attendance for Sunday 
school has been about forty-five. 

A series of meetings .of two weeks was held here this winter by 
Eldevs R. S. Salyards, John Garver, 'and Gomer Wells. The meetings 
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were fairly well ,attended, two being haptized during the meetings. Ten 
were baptized during the summer. 'fwoof our members have been or
dained since l.a:st report: E. E. Haskins to the ofllce of priest, Joseph 
Braby, office of deacon. The number of members of our branch is now· 
sixty-two. 

Brother E. E. Haskins i,s our Sunday school superintendent; his 
address is Lamoni, Iowa. Brother Grovel' Sharp, Blythedale, Missouri, is 
secretary. Brother R. S. Salyards, L8Imoni, Iowa, is president of our 
br.anch; Brother E. E. Haskins is president of Religio, and Brother 
Flavius Sharp, Blythedale, M~soouri, is secretary. 

Under da.te of lVIarch 8, R. S. Salya.rds, president of Oland 
Branch, writes: 

At Oland we are building up a strong or&1~mization. About twenty
nve have been baptized Bince the organization of the branch; we have 
many fine young people and others, a strong and united body, who attend 
with regularity 'and are interested in the building up of the work in uhat 
region. I . baptized two there and others ,are interested ,and ,a.bout ready 
toohey. We }]ad the pl3Jce packed from end to end when Brother Garvel: 
and I were there in J,anuary. Brother G. R. Wens assisted me the first 
week. 

Under the patronage of the Oland people we opened the work in 
Eagleville, in the ope~a. house, they financing the matter. Expect to re
turn there with tent in the summer. The debate near Eagleville, about 
seven miles south, gave us much prestige. Brother Long did well for our 
cause. Brother Garver was his 'moderator. I was never ,more kindly 
received in my life than .at Eagleville, where I expected much opposition. 
Business men and others seemed ,to do everything they could to show me 
courtesy .and favor. They had so much of the so-called "evangelists" 
that they seemed to sense the difference in spirit .and in letter i.n our 
work. Was also at Cenrtervillethis winte·r, helping Brother WeHs in a 
series of meetings. 

Evergreen: The following are the names of those tha.t have 
preached: A. B. Young, L. G. Holloway, Joseph Roberts, F. M. Weld, 

. Eli Hayer, E. E. Long, James H. Martin, W. E. Shakespeare, J.ames J. 
Johnson, A. L. Keen, ,and Roy M. Young. Our Religio has again opened 
up and will llOJd regular meetings with the following officers: A. L. 
Keen, president; Henry Keastner, vice president; James J. Johnson, sec
retary; Laura Steckel, .treasurer; Mal'tha Keen, home class department 
and organist; Emma Steckel,chorister. We ,ha¥e had .a lk'u'd winter 
here, so we could not hold :meetings every Sunday, but we did the best' 
We could. I believ{;; the branch is in a fair condition, and now a,s spring 
opens up I think we wrill have a good attendanee. Some (If the old people 
are not so well as we would lik{;;, Imt hope for the best. 

JAMES J. JOHNSON,. Cl8yk of Branch. 
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DEATHS 

John E. Hitchcock, a friend of the Saints, at Pawnee, Mis
souri, January 13, ] 912, aged 75 years, 8 months, and 11 days. 

Isabel McGomie, ~t the Saints' Home, Lamoni, Iowa, Jan
uary 26, 1912, aged 73 years, 2 months, 2 days. 

Don Campbell, of the Pleasanton, Iowa, Branch, at the 
State College Hospital, Ames, Iowa, February 18, 1912, aged 
30 years, 11 months, 13 days. 

[Possibly a few months history is omjtted at this point, 
including the General Conference of 1912 at Independence, 
Missouri. But if so such coPy is missing from our files.
EDITOR.] 

MARCH'I,1913. THE STAKE PRESIDENCY 

During the last quarter of 1912 series of meetings were 
held by R. S. Salyards, of the stake presidency, at Pleasanton 
and Andover, assisted by local brethren; and at Lucas, Spring 
Hill (three or four miles west of Lucas); also at the new 
church north of Lamoni, assisted by J. F. Garver. 

STAKE HIGH COUNCIL 

At the October, 1912, conference, held at Lucas, Iowa, 
F. M. Weld became a member of the stake high council. He 
had been previously nominated to that office by the stake presi
dency and his nomination was confirmed by the council. 

SECOND QUORUM OF PRIESTS; LAMONI STAKE 

Twenty of the thirty-one members of the quorum reported 
their labors for 1911, of which the following is a summary: 
Times preached, 214; presided, 405; baptized, 6; married, 3; 
assisted in sacrament, 94; carried emblems to the sick, 8; 
whole number of services attended, 1,622; members visited, 
177; Sunday school superintendents, 6; Religio presidents, 4; 
teachers in Sunday school and Religio, 6, This can hardly be 
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complete as some of them did not keep account. The members 

of the quorum on March 1, 1912, were Russell Archibald, Ja

cob C. Cackler, John T. Evans, Roy E. Haskins, Joseph B. 
Harpe, Horatio A. Hartshorn, James J. Johnson, Nephi Lovell, 
William R. Lane, Charles E. Morey, Edward McHarness, John 
L. Morgan, William W. Post, James W. Talbot, David J. Wil-

·liams, Roy M. Young, John A. Evans, John T. Griffiths, Ernest 
Haskins, Edward Harpe, Thomas Hopkins, John N. Kephart, 
Archibald L. Keen, Isaac A. Monroe, James H. Martin, Ed
ward E. Marshall, Samuel E. Pinkerton, Saleda D. Shippy, 
William E. Shakespeare, Joseph T. Williams, and James N. 
Wilkinson. Albert Whorlow, Green Cloyd, and David E. Dan
iels have been dropped. Frank P. Hitchcock has removed to 
Kansas City and has been enrolled with the Seventh Quorum; 
and Albert Boden has been ordained an elder.~J. J. Johnson, 
secretary. 

SECOND QUqRUM OF DEACONS, LAMONI STAKE 

Report to the Stake Conference, February, 1912. 'Since 
last reporting nearly all of our members have been assisting 
more or less in the local work of the Lamoni Branch. One of 
our number has been the presiding deacon of the branch until 
the recent election, and one of them has been and is ~till serv
ing as janitor. 

Our meetings, four in number, have been addressed by 
Brethren Elbert A. Smith, Albert Carmichael, and U. W. 
Greene, one session being devoted to the consideration of 
branch work. 

With a prayer for the success of the conference and the 
work of the stake the coming year, we subscribe ourselves, 
your brethren in Christ.-Charles F. Church, president; W. B. 
Paul, secretary. 
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THE STAKE REUNION OF 1912 

The Lamoni stake reunion of 1912 was held on the reun
ion grounds, July 26-August 4, and a~correspondent writes of 
it as follows: 

Our reunion was 'a success, and the purchase- of the grounds is as
sured. The Lord wa,s with. us by his Spirit. The meetings were well at
tended and it is said to be the best we ever had. The weather was ide-d.l. 
A partial report of the clo;,:ing days was published in the Lamoni Chroni
cle as follows: 

Thursday morning C. H. Jones, of Lone Rock, Missouri, occupied. 
The business session was held. The Sal1lle committee of six men and 
three'women we,re -choiien to have the reunion of 1913 in charge, to be 
held upon the same grounds. The committee to fix the time. 

The evening speaker wa,s Ric.hard J. Lambert. 
Friday wa.s i.ound table .at all three services, and .occupied by the 

Sunday sohool and Religio w'orkers; -
Saturday moming.the speaker- was G. H. Hilliard, of Independence, 

Missouri, and in the ,aftemooIlJ C. E. Willey, and eve~ing R. S. Saly~rds 
preached: 

Sunday morning the speaker was Albert Cal'michael, the -afternoon, 
Heman C. Smith, and the closing sermon of the reunion was by G. H. 
Hilliard. T:hel"e was -a large attendance throughout these meetings, and 
speciall~7 soon the last Lo-l'd's nay services. 

Visitors were present from Des Moines and ,several other localities 
of Iow,a, also from Independence, Missou}"i,and other -places of" our sis
ter State. 

There w<a;s nothing to mar the spiritual feast that continued from 
start to finish of the gathering. Five were ,added toihe fold by baptism. 

An awakening for truth· and righteou:'mess was created 'among 
many of the careless, and new life planted in the heart of many of the 
household of faith. 

These annual outings are both inspiring and .helpful, arid the vaca
tion thus obtained cannot Le other thaI). helpful to all those who camp out 
amid the trees and won;hip in God'·s first temple. 

THE NEW CHURCH NORTH OF LAMONI 

Under date of October H, 1912, a correspondent writes: 
"The Saints are building a church north of town. One of the 
brethren gave an acre of ground for a church lot. This means 
another branch in the near future." 

Correspondence of January 24, 1913, says: "A few miles 
north of Lamoni, where a few Saints have located, they have 
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built a new church, and there is to be a branch organized there 
the third Sunday in February." 

Dui'ing the last quarter of 1912 a series of meetings was 
held in this new church by the stake presidency. 

THE BRANCHES 

The Lamoni Branch, as for some years past, is under the 
guidance of the stake presidency, and its spiritual condition is 
reported fair to good. There have been forty-six baptisms 
during the last nine months of 1912. Of the branchmember-:
ship Elnora A. Francis died September 15, 1912, aged 63 
years. 

As has been the custom for several years the branch held 
its summer Sunday evening meetings of 1912 in Central Park, 
beginning with ,the first Sunday in July, when a large congre
gation assembled and lisfenedto a very interesting serrrlOn by 
Elder R.. S. Salyards. 

In July, 1912, the Lamoni Religio elected the following 
officers: .E. D. Moore, president; A. E. Benc, vice president ; 
Rebecca Weld" secretary; Mrs. Flora Scott, ,treasurer; Sarah 
Bass, member of the library board; Alice Strickland, home de
partment superintendent; Lucy Gunsolley,. chorister; Edith 
Yarrington, pianist; Ruby Baguley, correspondent. 

The Evergreen Branch has for its president, A. B. Young, 
and it is reported in a fair condition. There has been preach
ing by A. B. Young, F. M. Weld, H. A. Stebbins, Columbus 
Scott,F. A. Smith, R. M. Elvin, W. P. Robinson, R. J. Lam
bert, J. F. Garver, James H. Martin, A. L. Keen, James J. 
Johnson. There was a two-day meeting June 29, 30\Vith good 
attendance,the labor being done by the Sunday school and 

. Religio officers with the stake presidency. The best Children's 
Day for years was had June 9, 1912. The following are the 
Sunday school officers elected July, 1912: C. B. Young, super-
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intendent; J. J. Johnson, associate; Alta Young, secretary; 
Orlando Work, treasurer; A. L. Keen, home class superintend
ent. There are eight classes and teachers, all doing well. 

The Religio has revived a little; weekly meetings are held 
Wednesday evenings at eight p. m., and the following officers 
were elected July, 1912: A. L. Keen, president; Henry Kaest
ner, vice president; James J. Johnson, secretary; Laura 
Steckel, treasurer; Alta Young, home class superintendent. 

The Hiteman Branch had a series of meetings by J. F. 
Garver, of the stake presidency, May 12-22, and he spoke for 
them again at the church, morning and evening, May 26, 1912. 
On June 4, the following branch officers were elected: W. E. 
Williams, president; D. J. Williams, priest; William Wilkin
son, teacher; Robert Zimmerman, deacon; Alex Miller, clerk; 
John Jenkins, financial secretary; E. J. Giles, chorister; 
Blanche Adams.on, organist; J ohn Jenkins, member library 
board. 

On June 28, the following officers were elected by the Re
ligio: . Thomas Williams, president; Lillian Williams, vice 
president; Marietta Williams, secretary; George Mayer, treas
urer; D. J. Williams, chorister; Laura Williams, .organist; 
Preston Leach, member library board. 

The Sunday school elected the following officers June 30, 
1912: E. J. Giles,superintendent; D. J. Williams, associate; 
David Batten, secretary; John J. Watkins, treasurer; Blanche 
Adamson, organist; Mary Jane Wilkinson, chorister; Thomas 
Williams, member library board. The Sunday school and Reli
gio held a joint picnic July 4; R. M. Elvin was the speaker of 
the day,and he also preached Friday evening, Sunday morn
ing, and evening following. 

The Lucas Branch, during the year 1912, lost two by re
moval, and one by death, Elder Isa.ac Phillips, who for many 
years was associated with the branch as presiding elder and 
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in other offices. There was a gain of twelve by baptism during 
the year. The Sunday school and Religio convention of .the 
stake was held with the branch, October 25, and the confer
ence of the stake, October 26 and 27, with good attendance and 
interest, the spirit of peace, harmony, and sociability prevail- . 
ing. There were some sixty visitors. There were some mis
givings as to the ability of the branch to entertain a confer
ence, but the Saints put forth their best efforts and felt well 
repaid. The stake presidency was in charge, all its members 
being present. The speakers were Albert Carmichael, Bishop 
Joseph Roberts, and M. M. Turpen. A length pl'ophecy was 
delivered by J. F. Garver. 

During the year J. F. Garver made two protracted efforts 
here, one in February and one at the close of conference, after 
which ten were baptized. Another effort at Spring Hill, four 
miles west, resulted in two more baptisms, and others are near 
the door. 

John R. Evans served as president, J. A. Evans as priest, 
and J. W. Talbot as teacher during the year. The following 
Sunday school officers were elected in June, 1912: Thomas 
Hopkins, superintendent; Charlotte Phillips, associate; J annet 
Evans, secretary; Rose Evans, treasurer and librarian; Laura 
Lewis, organist; Thomas Hopkins, chorister; J. W. Talbot, 
J. A. Evans, and Charlotte Phillips, library board. There is 
no Religio. Aside from the efforts of J. F. Garver and the 
conference the preaching has been done by the local brethren 
and E. B. Morgan, after his return from Wales. The Saints 
feel encouraged and have a desire to continue faithfully at the 
post of duty. 

The Evergreen Branch was again reported January 20, 
1913, as follows: The branch is in a fair condition spiritually; . 
the last visit of the officers was very good and the Saints felt 
well. Of late there has been quite a little sickness among the 
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members and, some are still sick, but the Lord, has been with 
his people in blessing them. 

A ladies' aid society of Evergreen was organized October 
'6, 1912, With the following officers: Emma Loper, president; 
LiObie Young, vice president; Emma Steckel, secretary; Dora 
Work, treasurer. 

During the three months ending September 30, 1912, the 
branch had preaching by O. A. Bender, H. N. Snively, E.rt 
Moore, H. C. Smith, F. M. Weld, G. W. Blair, T. J. Bell, H. A. 
Stebbins, Edward Harpe, and A. L. Keen. In the last three 
months of 1912 the preaching was by David Keown, C. W. 
Dillon, W. P. Robinson, C. H. Jones, Heman C. Smith, Cohim
bus Scott, O. A. Bender, L. G. Holloway, A. B.-Young, Amos, 
Berve, and A. L. Keen. 

The branch officers for 1913 are: A. B. Young, presi
dent; James J. Johnson, priest and clerk; D. D. Young, 
teacher; John B. Anderson, deacon. Sunday school officers for 
six months: A. L. Keen, superintendent; Clarence Young; as
sociate; Alta Young, secretary; Henry Kaestner, superintend- . 
ent home class department; Orlando Work, treasurer. 

Religio officers for six months: A. L. Keen, president; 
D. W. Strong, vice president; James J. Johnson, secretary; 
Laura Steckel, treasurer. 

The Pleasanton Branch was favored with a three weeks' 
series of meetings in November, 1912, by R. S. Salyards, of 
the stake presidency, M. M. Turpen assisting, resulting in the 
baptism of one. There had been two other additions earlier 
in the season (August 12). C. E. Morey is serving as presl,;" 
dent of the branch, and George B. Morey, as superintendent of 

. the Sunday school. Joseph A. Swift, of Saint. Louis, who is at 
present doing business at Pleasanton, assists in the branch 
worlt,.·:the Sunday school, and the Religio. The interest iIi the 
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Sunday school is reported good. Church matters are improv
ing; 

'1'he Lone Rock Branch has for years been under the presi
dericyof Price McPeak, but a newspaper item indicates that he 
died in the fall of 1912. The spiritual condition of the branch 
is poor. Ten meetings per month are held, and a Sunday 

. school is maintained. 
The Pawnee Branch was disorganized by action of the 

stake conference of October, 1912, held at Lucas, Iowa. Pre
vious to its dissolution Joseph B. Harpe was in charge, but no 
regular meetings were held. 

The Allondale Branch is in charge of the stake officers. 
The only local officer repOlted is one teacher. There are no 
regular meetings held. 

The Groollville Branch is under the presidency of Nephi 
Lovell. Its officers are a priest and a deacon. The spiritual 
condition is poor. ~There is a Sunday school. 

The Oland Branch has been under the presidency of R. 's. 
Salyards since its organization. Its spiritual condition is good. 
It maintains both a Sunday school and a Religic. Three have 
been baptized during the last Jline months of 1912. The branch 
has a full corps of officers and there is good interest ill the 
work. 

The Davis City Branch is in charge of James McDiffit, an 
elder, the only branch officer reported. Regular meetings are 
held eight times a month and a Sunday school is kept up. 

The Leon Branch is in charge of the stake presidency, and 
twelve meetings per month are reported. There is one priest 
and one deacon. The· spiritual condition is poor. A Sunday 
school is kept up by the efforts of a faithful few. 

Andover is one of the newer branches, and' since its or
ganization has been in charge of D. C. White, of the Lamoni 
Branch,' as president. Three baptisms have been reported dur-
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ing the lam nine months. The spiritual condition is good, four
teen meetings per month are held, and the Sunday school is 
moving along by the zeal of its workers. 

The Graceland Branch is cared for by J. C. Cackler as 
president and there is a Sunday school. The branch has 
twelve meetings a month, but the spiritual condition is poor 
and a priest is the only officer reported. 

Ward is one of the youngest of the branches and is cared 
for by W. R. Lane as president. The priesthood is. well rep
resented for so young a branch, there being three elders, two 
priests, two teachers, and three deacons. Sixteen meetings IV 

month are reported with the spiritual condition fair, and 
there is good interest. A Sunday school and Religio are main
tained. 

The Centerville Branch has Russell Archibald for its 
president and meets twenty times per month, but the spiritual 
condition is rather poor; Both the Sunday.school and the Re
liglo are at work and making such progress as circumstances 
permit. 

DEATHS 
.' 

Nicholas Stamm passed away suddenly near Kingston, 
Iowa, September 25, 1912, as he was driving to Runnells. He 
was born at South Province, Holland, December 11, 1826; bap": 
tized at Stockton, California, by Nathaniel Boothe. He was an 
elder. . At the time of his deat!! he was 85 years, 9 months, and 
14 days old. He had made his home at Liberty Home, Lamoni, 
for several years. 

MARCH TO OCTOBER, 1913. 

The General Conventions of Zion's Religio-Literary So
ciety and of the Sunday School Association, and. the General 
Conference of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
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tel' Day Saints, were held with the Lamoni Branch in April. 
The Religio gatherings occupied the second and third days of 

the month, the Sunday school convention, the fourth and fifth, 
while the General Conference extended £I. om the sixth until 
the twenty~first. The conventions and conference were suc
cessful and important. The following members of the stake 
were selected, for the offices named, by the different bodies: 
J. A. Gunsolley was continued as president of the Religio-Lit~ 
rary Society, in which position he has served the society since 
its inception. He is also a member of the lessons committee and 
the revising committee, the other members of this committee 
being- Heman C. Smith and Flora Scott, of the Stake; R. S. Sal
yards was made a member of the committee for considering 
the propriety of merging the Sunday school and Religio. The 
Sunday School Association chose Gomer R. Wells, of Lamoni, 
first assistant superintendent, and he is also editor of its or
gan, The Exponent; John Smith was continued as treasurer 
and member of the revising committee, R. S. Salyards and 

. A. Carmichael being the other two members; Annie E. Allen 
was selected as a member of the auditing committee and J. A. 
Gunsolley of the lessons committee. By the General Confer
ence, E. A. Smith, of the stake, was chosen one of the presid
ing officers of the conference; R. S. Salyards, secretary; Paul
ine Anthony, one of the organists; C; E. Harpe and R. V. Hop
kins, two of the committee on credentials. 

W. H. Kelley, a resident of'Lamoni, was released by the 
conference from the Quorum of the Twelve, of which he had 
been a member forty years and president several years; his 
son, James E. Kelley, was ordained a member of the Quorum; 
Frederick A. Smith, of Lamoni was released from the' Twelve 
and ordained Presiding Patriarch of the church, a position 
which his father held before him; in this way Joseph R. Lam
bert was relieved of his responsibilities as acting president of 
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the Order of Evangelists; on account of ill health, J. W. Wight 

was released from his position in the Twelve and ordained a 

member of the Order of Evangelists, and was given .appoint
ment in the stake; John Smith, R. S. Salyards, J. F. Garver, 
Eli Hayer, M. M. Turpen, of the stake, and J. F. Mintun, of 
Des Moines, received appointment to labor in the stake; John 
Harp, C. E. Harpe, L. G. Holloway, E. E. Long, E. B. Morgan, 
S. M. Reiste, Columbus Scott, J. D. Stead, J. M. Stubbart, 
George Thorburn, O. B. Thomas, and C. E. Willey, of the stake, 
received appointment in other missions; James A. Gillen, just 
ordained an apostle, was placed in charge of Mission No.1, 
which includes Lamoni Stake. 

Heman C. Smith was sustained as Church Historian, con
tinued as president of the board of trustees of the Children's 
Home; on committee of Book of Mormon concordance; on com
mittee on historical relics; joint committee Church of Christ; 
committee juvenile church history; Library Commission; li
brary building; martyr memorial, etc. ; R. S. Salyards was sus
tained as church secretary; on committee to provide Book of 
Mormon concordance; on General Conference Resolutions; on 
publication of reports; Church of Christ joint committee. 
E. A. Smith, of Lamoni; was sustained as second counselor in 
the First Presidency· of the church, and ex officio member of 
committ€e on reorganization of quorums; on that of church 
offices; tract committee; translation; historical relics; Library 
Commission, library building. He is also associate editor of 
the Saints' Be'rald, and editor of Autrumn Leaves; C. 1. Car
penter was sustained as general church recorder; J.F. Garver 
continues on the board of auditors, Graceland College trustee; 
social ptlrity committee; Sunday school lessons committee. 
F. A. Smith was chosen president of the Order of Evangelists; 
on committee of memorial to the martyrs. J. W. Wight, trus
tee of Graceland College and member of committee on revision 
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of church history. H. A. Stebbins on committee vacancies of 

board of auditors. Albert Carmichael is a member Board of 

Publication; board of trustees Graceland College; textbooks; 

on. Gospel Quarterly revision committee. F. B. Blair on com
mittee General Conference Resolutions; Board of Publication. 

~ S. A. Burgess, president Graceland College; on board of trus

tees of Gracelantl College; on textbook committee; on Library: 
Commission. C. B. Woodstock, of Graceland College, is a 
member of the joint committee on social purity. Oscar Ander
son is a member of the Board of Publication, secreta:ry of the 
board of trustees of the Children's Home, Lamoni. Joseph 
Roberts is trustee and treasurer of the Children's Home. Cal
lie B. Stebbins is a trustee of the Children's Home, a member 
of the advisory board and superintendent of home and child 
welfare department of Woman's Auxiliary for Social Service. 
Minnie B. Nicholson is a trustee of the Children's Home; and 
superintendent of the se\ying and aid department of Woman's 
Auxilia:ry. Vida K Smith is superintendent of the literary 
and educational department of the Woman's Auxiliary. She 
and her husband, Heman C. Smith, have been chosen by the 
Sunday school executives to edit the senior grade of the Gos
pel Quarterlies, and to prepare the helps for that grade in the 

. teachers' department of the exponent. Christiana Salyards 
edits the Home Column in Saints' Heruld. The gen.eral church 
libra:ry is in general charge of Heman C. Smith and in the im
mediate care of Ruby Baguley, as custodian. Donations to the 
libra:ry were received from F. E. Cochran, R. S. Salyards, 
A. Carmichael, and F. M. Weld, of Lamoni. Lorenzo Hayer, 
Joseph Roberts, and O. E. Prall are the committeo on Saints' 
Homes, Lamoni. Columbus Scott is one of the Seven Presi
dents of Seventy and President of the Second Quorum of Sev
enty. Of the Standing High Council, E. A. Smith, of the 
Presidency, Asa S. Cochran, and Robert M. Elvin are members 
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of the Lamoni Stake, the latter named is also secretary-treas
urer of the High Priests' Quorum. G. W. Blair, of Lamoni, is 
a member of the board of auditors; James Anderson, Albert 
Carmichael, and Joseph Roberts are Bishops. Lucy L. R~s:
seguie has charge of the Religio-Sunday school nonnal work 
in Iowa and Minnesota (but later resigned). 

The foregoing items show what a large space is occupied 
by members of the Lamoni Stake in the general administration 
of the church, and the influence that must necessarily flow 
from the stake affecting the policy of the body as a whole. 
vvnile the stake as a whole, and the Lamoni Branch in par
ticular is the recipient of a large measure of influence from 
the general body on account of the presence of so many of its 
institutions and the holding of its general assemblies here bi
ennially, the influence is not wholly one-sided; for there is a 
reciprocal influence proceeding from the stake to the body, in 
its turn exerting a marked ;influence upon the thought and 
policy of the church as a whole. There should always exist a 
unity of interest between the different parts and the whole, 
and the relation of the whole to the parts, and the rela,tion of 
the parts to the \vhole will give rise to issues and problems 
that may be difficuj,t of solution, until a clearer understanding 
is had of the great underlying principles of government as 
they exist in the mind and heart of our heavenly ,Father. 

LAMONI STAKE CONFERENCE 

The annual conference of ,the Latter Day Saint.s of the l(tcal juris
diction known as the Lamoni Stake, was held ,at Lamoni, Iowa, l\lareh 1 
and 2 (1913). Thestlssions were presided over by Presiding Elders John 
Smith, R. S. Salyards,!j.nd J. F. Garver, with whom w.as associated Elder 
J. W. Wight, president ·of mission. Attending the sessions WCTe repre
sentatives of the church from Hi:teman, Wal'd, Centerville, Leon, Pleas
anton, Greenville, Evergreen, and Bloomington, Iowa, and Oland and 
Andover, Missouri. Resides other important business transarcted, one 
hundred twenty deleg~ates were elected to represent the stake at the Gen
"ral C~nfel'ence which is to meet at this place April 6. 
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The eQnference sessions were j}receded by ,a joint convention of the 
young people's societieswl1ioh was well attended and was enjoyed by 
those present.-The- La-mo-ni Ch'ronicle, March 6, 1923. 

SUNDAY SOHOOL STATISTICS 

The stake Sunday school association reported to the gen
eral association, 17 schools, last report 18, a loss of 1; 1,337 
members, last report, 1,524, a loss of 187; home department. 
172~ last report, 231; standard of excellence, 2, last report, 2. 

The stake membership as given in the report of the com
mittee on credentials, General Conference, 1913, is 3,012. 

MISSIONARY WORK IN STAKE 

The following letter dated Centerville, Iowa, July 9, 1913, 
relates to the missionary work of the stake: 

Editors Herald: \Ve, Brother M. lVI. 'Turpen and I, are continuing 
oue services in the courthouse yard, Q0cupying the bandstand. Some 
interest, but. weare not <>waying the multitudes. Saturday night after 
preaching, some of the sj}irit of opposition was in -evinence, Home erying 
"blasphemer" because I advocated that GQd was just in the judgment of 
all men, and another crying, "Mormonism; Joseph Smith, Brigham 
Young; polygamy," apparently intending, if possible, to destroy our in
fluence. 

He inquired how many wives Joseph Srnith had, a.nd when an
swered, "One, and oilly one," 11e then inquired how many wives Brigham 
Young had, and wluen answered, "Anywhere from twenty--Qne to forty
three," he said, "Then Brigham Y.oung is the greatest prophet the Lart;.. 

tel' Day Saints have ever had." I told him that his estimate .of whlllt a 
great prophet was, ba.sed upon the number -of wives he had, showed -his 
respect for vil'tue, and wa,s not in agreement with the' views of Latter 
Day Saints. He said little more. Those who listened seem pleased with 
our defense of these attacks, and last night thel"<~ wa'S no .opposition. 

The maY'or, county a.uditor, and editors of the J)aily Citizen, and 
semi-weekly lowegianhave all been vel'y friendly. The Citizen published 
notices of meetings and subjects, and the lvwegian, a brief article. The 
Citizen has a brief ,article they prrunisOO to publi.sh. 

Brother and Sister Turpen are doing what they can to promote 
peace and bu11d up the kingdom of God, and as a part of their work are 
caring f.or the writer. 'There is great need of a spiritual uplift here; the 
prospects of immediate results are not very bright, but I can note some 
impl'()vement. Brother Turpen seems to be well adapted to the needs 
existing here. Hopefully in Christ, J. F. MINTUN. 
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ALBIA, IOWA, August 20, 1913. 
Editws Herald: Sinc.e I wrote for your perusal I have visited soot-

tered Saillitsat Albia, Exline, and Mystic, finding pressing invitations to 
hold tent meetings at eaoh pla-ce. I also made a short visit to Hiteman 
Branch, where I fOUlld a band of very active Saints and where I enjoyed 
excellent liberty in presenting the word. They have outgrown their 
church building, have torn it down, ,and have a larger one in course of 
erection, now nearly ready for occupancy. 

From Albia I went to Lamoni, to assist in preparing for and to be 
present at the stake reunion. - While the weather was hot and dry, yet 
there Was very little -sicknes,s on the grounds, and the services repl'Cl
sented sociability, intellectuality, and spirituality. The effect has proven 
very boneficialand cannot but bring about a purification tha-t will cause 
the people and place to represent more of a Zionic state. 

I was engaged for several days following the reunion in work per
tiaining to the ,history of the Presidents -of the Seventy. 

On Monday the eleventh I Wias present at Cha:r:itontoattend a lec
ture by a Reverend SHv.ara on the subject, "Mormonism as a menace." 
He ,said that technically speaking there were no such terms us MCYI'mOns 
or Mormonism, but thai\; he would use thee term Mormons -as a.pplying to 
all who believe the Book -of Mormon, of which there were two spedfic 
cLasses "or main bodies"; one organized at the death of Joseph Smith by 
Brigham Young, the other, the Reorganized Church. The latter, he said, 
".is ,as bitterly opposed to that phase of the subject upon which I wish to 
treat, polygamy, and its kindred €vils,as any people 'can be." 

While he made this clear distinction, he began to tl"aee what he 
oalled "Mormonism" from Joseph Smith to Utah, calling Joseph Smith li
centious, and saying that since "Smith v~olated his marriage vow at Pal
myra," "polygamy J-Jad floul'i,shed,"and many equally absurd and :DaIse 
statements, not even representing conditions in Utall correctly. There 
were in a>ttendance at the -lecture, whi-oh had been largely advertised, 
about thirty-five, ten of whom were Latter Day Saints. The lecture did 
much more harm to the church in whlcl1. it was delivel"ed than it .did to us. 

While the pastor of the Baptist Church, in whiohchurch the lec
ture was he.] d, declined to pemnit 'a reply in the church, yet he cheerfully 
granted the privilege {)f distributing tracts, which largely offset the lec
turer's mi,srepresentati()lls, and all but two, who were not of the church, 
received the tracts with apparent thankfulness. 

Fr{)m there I returned home, ,and ordered a tent for missionary pur
poses for ,thes.take, ,at the request of the stake bishop, 'and came here 
yesterday awaiting its arrival and preparing for service to beheld here, 
l\I~sisted by Brother R. S. Salyards ·and the looal Saints. While here we 
are dQmiciled ,at the hOSl)itable home of Brothel' Joseph Williams. 

Hopefully, J. F. MINTUN. 
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The fO'llowing paragraph is from a letter by the same mis
sionary, dated August 29, 1913: 

Brother R. S. Salyards and I b~gan tent meetings at Albia, IOIWa, 
last Sunday, and there is .some inter~t manifest already. The Saints at 
Hiteman 'are rendering us ·conSiderable help. ·,and the few Saints at Albia 
are ,asslUlting us well. Prejudice' exists, 'but it is kiept quite well subdued 
on account of the upri~htliving of nearly all 'the Saints there and near 
there. We ,have heard nothing but that which is commendatory.of the 
faith from those who have been in aAltendance at the ,services. 

The tent meetings at Albia were conti~ued by Brethreen 
Mintun and Salyards until cold weather obliged them to stop. 

BRANCHES 

Lamoni.-On Sunday, May 18, 1913, the speaker at the 
morning service in the Brick Church was President Elbert A. 
Smith who delivered one of his very able sermons that start 
you to' thinking. At eight o'clock the baccalaureate services 
were held, besides special music by the choir. Miss Nora Car
ter gave a very pleasing solo. Elder S. A. Burgess was the 
speaker; h~ started out by telling the class that he was not 
going to tell them the things they should"not do to make .them 
better. men and women, put rather he would outline sO'me O'f 
the things they O'ught to dO' to attain that end. His sermO'n 
was to' the point and contained many good thoughts for the 
O'lder O'nes as well as fO'r the graduating class. At this service 
the decorations were very pretty, and bO'th the auditO'rium and 
the gallery were filled. 

W. B. Paul was the speaker at the Saints' HO'me for the 
aged at the evening service. 

Sunday School.-Tille day was bright and clear and the attendance . 
was larger than usual-580. The intermediate dep,artmenil; reported 97 
gold star pupils, 7 gold and 3 silver star classes. Collection, including 
$1.05 brithday oiferiri'g, was $7.46. One encouraging feature was tha,t 
aLmost everyone was,there 'at the opening of the 'service. • . . There were 
94 crowded into the primary room, necessitating ,the sending out of a cl!lJS:S 
to the intermediate department. . . . T·he teachers' :meetings held Mon
day nights .a,t 7.30 are very beneficial; they would be a greater fa:ctor for 
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good if .attended by more teachers. The Sunday school prayer meeting 
held TUE'sday evening was only fairly wen attended, but the intere51t was 
good and an enjoyahle me~ting was had.-La.moni Chronicle, May 22, 
1913. 

LAMONI LOCAL RELIGIO 

During the stake reunion our local held no meetings, but haod one 
joint session with the Sunday school, which was ably conducted by 
Brother J. A. Gunsolley. There are varIous things which int~rfere with 
our attendance, and here as elsewhere, the ,spirit of indifference is en
eroaching -on our progress to a great extent. In the hope ·of improving 
the condition we held a rally meeting on the twelfth of September, \'Chich 
was well attended, net only a)y our own resident members but a:so by 
most of the c01lle,ge students, who were many of them here for the fil'st 
time. Brother E. D. Moore, our president, extended a welcome 11;0 the 
visitor.s, and Brother E. A. Smith responded. Brother J. F. Garver, our 
vice pr€lsident, then spoke :to an attentive audience in behalf ·of the Rcligio 
work and plead for <the support of the '(lommunity, not for the sake of in
creasing the attendance, but because there i,,; good to be gained there, 
and everyone needs it. After some splendid music we adjourned to the 
basement, where the sodal committee served orangeade and everyone had 
a got>d time visiting and getting acquaintecl. We ,arc; hopeful that this 
is the turning point for better times and that "ve shall sb'ive more ear
nestly to extend the seopeof this work.-Blanche Carpenter, Correspond
ent. 

NEW HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING 

Previous to the .-lay for voting on the issuance of hcmds to ered a 
new high school building there w,as some anxiety fE\lt as to the result, 
but when the time came the vote showed nerarly eight to· onc in favor of 
forty thousand dollars in bonds to build it. One hundred ,and twenty-one 
women voted, ,all but seven of whom favol,'edthe bonds to make bette14 

the condition for educating the children of Lamoni, looking not only to 
tile pres~ llOcessities but .also to the future and its certain needs.-La
moni Correspondence, Zion's Ensign. 

01and.~T,his bl'anchcontinues to prosper under the pastoral care 
of R. S. Salyards; a Sunday school and Religio ·are .maintained and the 
spiritual condition is reported fair. The Religio is reported as follows: 
If you judge only from our occasional letter, I'm ·afr.aid you'll think our 
Religio is doing very little; hut really we 'are doing very nkcly. We 
have a fairly good attendanc~,and each Wednesday nigl1t we endeavor 
to have SGl11e sort of sulYject ,to entertain. Lately we h..ave been having 
some interesting readings on the ancientcountrie,s, .and all seem to en
joy them. T,he evening of the twelfth we gave an ice cream ,social, and a 
number of us young folks had worked up a little play which everybody 
pronounced a success. A nice crowd patronized us, and we made somc-
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where between twenty-nine and thirty dollars. We certainly appreciated 
all the help, and cordially invite all back again next time.-01and Corre
spondent. 

Hiteman.-W. E. Williams presides over this branch and 
its prosperous condition is indicated bY' the fact that its meet
ing house had become too small to accommodate the constantly 
increasing membership and attendance. With characteristic 
energy and enterprise they have pulled it down and erected 
a new one that will meet the demands of its steady growth and 
increasing influence; the Sunday school and Religio are keep
ing pace with the advancement of the branch. About twenty 
of the Saints of this branch, mostly young people, attended the 
Nauvoo district conference, held at Ottumwa, June 2, and un-· 
der the able leadership of Brother John Morgan rendered sev! 
eral appropriate selections, vocal and instrumental. Theyoc
cupied an hour on Sunday evening. They also extended help 
in the series of meetings held at Albia by Brethren Salyards 
and Mintun. They sadly deplore the loss of their musical 
leader, John L. Morgan, who passed away in September. 

Evergreen.-A. B. Young is president; James J. Johnson, 
priest; D. D. Young, teacher; John B. Anderson, deacon; J. J. 
Johnson, clerk. A series of meetings was held there by R. S. 
Salyards which were very good. There has been preaching at 
the regular times by Eli Hayer, David Keown, Joseph Roberts, 
H. N. Snively, R. M. Elvin, W. P. Robinson, D; D. Young, 
L. G. Holloway, 0: A- Bender, A. L. Keen, W. E. Shakespeare, 
O. B. Thomas, Amos Berve, J. M. Stubbart, R. J. Lambert, 
J. J. Johnson, Nephi Lovell. W. E. Shakespeare was ordained 
to the office of elder March 2, by J. W. Wight and F. A. Smith. 
The branch is in fair condition. Eight children were baptized 
June 8. 

The Sunday school officers chosen at the beginning of the 
year are: A. L. Keen, superintendent; G.B. Young, associate; 
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Alta Young, secretary; Orlando Work, treasurer. The Religio 
officers are: A. L. Keen, president; D. W. Strong, vice presi
dent; J. J. Johnson, secretary; Laura B. Steckel, treasurer. 

Bloomington.-This new organization of sixty-one mem
bers is in charge of John Smith, president of the stake; it was 
organized February 16, 1913, by J. W. Wight and John Smith; 
it has a Sunday school and Religio, and is in good condition, 
holding twenty regular meetings a month; it has three priests 
and two deacons. 

,Andover.-D. C. White presides over this, which is one of . 
the newer branches of the stake. It has a Sunday school and 
is in a fair condition. Having liquidated the indebtedJ)~ss' o~ 
their church building, it was to have been dedicated Sundft:Y:i'., 
October 12. 

Lop.e Rock.-This is under the presidency of that old 
standby, Elder Price McPeek. There are fourteen regular 
meetings a month and a Sunday school is maintained. The 
branch has suffered a severe loss in the death of C. H. Jones 
who has been a member of the branch for a great many years, 
and when not absent on missionary duty has served it one time 
or another in all the official capacities. He was a great lover 
of the Book of Mormon. 

Greenville.-W. T. Shakespeare is the president, and it 
has a Sunday school; holds fourteen regular services a month; 
its official corps is deficient, having neither priest, teacher, nor 
deacon. There have been four' baptisms during the last quar
ter. 

Davis City.-In the care of James McDiffit who is the only 
officer; no regular meetings held, and the branch is in poor 
condition. There is a small Sunday school. 

;Leon.-Is in charge of the stake presidency; its condition 
is poor. A struggling Sunday school is maintained. 

Pleasanton.-C. E. Morey, a priest, is president: there is 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



LOCAL HISTORY 487 

no resident elder since the removal of Brother Turpen to Cen": 
terviHe, but the condition of the branch is reported good~ 
There have been some new accessions during the year; there 
is a Sunday school and Religio. Of the former S. L. Vandel is 
supelintendent. 

Lucas.-Underthe pastoral care of John R. Evans; three 
have been bapti:red: fourteen regular meetings a month, and' 
a Sunday school. The condition is fair. 

Graceland.-J. C. Cackler, a priest, is in local charge; he' 
is the only officer; the condition is reported poor. The Sunday 
school continues, but regular branch meetings are not held. : 

Ward.-Edward Rowley presides over it and has appar-', 
ently a considerable amount of help if it is effective, as there 
are four eld€rs, two pliests, two iteachers,and three deacons; 
there are twenty meetings a month. There are both a Sunday 
school and Religio, and the branch is reported in fair, condi..: 
tion. 

Centerville.-M. M. Tmpen is president and Theda Archi~, 
baldia secretary. The condition is poor. A protracted effort 
was made in the summer with the assistance of J. F. Mintun, 
of the missionary force; two have been baptized. There is a 
Sunday school and Religio. 

Allendale.-In care of stake presidency; there is nothing 
doing. 

MUSIC AT LAMONI 

Don't think because you haV$'t heard from us that we are dead 
or even .sleeping soldiers. We J-lave been very busy of Late, on duty night 
and day. Have you? ' 

Somewhere we are told not to let ~ur left hand know what our 
right hand dooth, but seeing it is you, we will tell you a few things'; 
Perhaps you aU know about the work accomplished during General Con: 
ference with which Brother Hoxie WM well pleased. Not only was 
Brother Hoxie pleased, but also our heavenly Fa;ther, as is shown in the 
word given us through Brother Griffiths. God rusoreeognizes the effort 
and work of our ,aocomp Ii sJ-led and worthy chorilSte,r, Sister 1\'f,ay Skinner, 
and sent words of encQuragementto bOth herself and her choir. The 
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members all like ,her and it only seems la pleasure for each on~ ;to put 
forth his best effort to make our devotions to the Lord the more har
monious. 

Besides a men's 01101'0.81 we hli;\te a fine, large j ladies' chorus, over 
which we are quite enthusiastic; New musie is continually being added 
t() our already large po,ssessions,so we have no ,chance to ring in the 
",sing-song effect" to our anthems. Neither would we -overlook the juve
nUe chorus of about fifty voices', also under .the direction of Sister Skin
nero They are doing splendid work -and promise much for the future. 

\Ve have 'an organized body called the Lrumoni Saints'Ohoir, a full 
code of laws .and a complete staff of 8!ctive officers. Our motto is, "With 
my song will I praise thim."----'P,salms 28: 7. We ·are trying to improve 
our talents, and every effort is being greatly blessed. Now that we have 
confided in y.ou, we will just take time to write. you again. While at 
present hasteCi)mpels us to bid you adieu, yet our p:t\ayers will ascend 
for you and we would request ,an inter-est in your earnest petitions in our 
behali.-Helen Robinson, Rept>r:ter to "The Staff." 

. 
DEATH OF ELDER E. C, BRIGGS 

E. C.1Jriggs died July 4, 1913, at the priv3Jte sanitarium of Mrs. 
Jennie TlirhQUr, Independence, MisS(j.til'i, in his 79th year. He was born 
February 20, 1835, at Wheeler, Steuben County, New York He was 
baptized July, 1852, at Blanchardville, Wisconsin, and at the same time 
",-as Mdainedart -elder. H·e was appointed ,a mission November 20; 1856, 
and for a time was the only missionary of the Reorganization. He was 
ordained a pres.identof Seventy Aplil 6, 1860, and six months later an 
apostle, which -office he held until he was ordained an evangelical .minis
tel' April 20, 1902. i'He ,also enjoyed the distinction of opening the first 
mission to be conducted in Ut,a;h -rumong the Mormons ,against the doc
trine of polygamy .and as,soc~ated doctrines. He opened this mission in 
Salt Lake City during AUgUst, 1863, ,after a trying and dangel'oils trip 
across the plains. This was one year before the Congregational Chul"oh 
opened its mission in Utah, seven years before the Methodi,sts began 
work there, and eiWhteenJ years before the Bapti-SJts -arrived on the scene, 
according to the dates given by Reverend Bruce Krlnney. He proceeded 
immediately to interview Brigham Young who was then in supreme con
trol. Mr. Young 'beoame very angry and gave him to understand that 
the infiuenceof the church wcmld be used .against him, that church houses 
would be closed,and that he remained at his 0\>111 risk. But Brother 
Briggs was a man 'of great oourage, declared by General Connor to be 
one of the bravest men that he had ever met. So, despite all thl'eats and 
oppoSiition, he remained and prosecuted his work, holding his first meet
ing in the house of Honorable Judge Waite, ,and securing many converts 
in cou:nse of time. Many other important missions were filled by Brother 
Briggs during hi·s longministry."-Suints' Hetruld, July 9, 1913. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 

TE OROM1l>TUA 

QuestMn-. When was the paper of the South Sea Islands 
established and by whom? 

. Answer. Elder Joseph F. Burton in May, 1897, first pub
lished a paper in the South Sea Islands under the name of. Te 
Oromet1~a, "The Instructor." Nine thousand two hundred cop
ies were printed and distributed. It continued thus to be pub
lished until March, 1900. Then on February 7 and 8, 1906, 
the mission house, paper, and many other buildings were en
tirely destroyed. During this early period the press was run 
by a man not of the church. 

IIi January, 1909, Elder Charles H. Lake renewed the 
publishing of Te Orometua, using the small hand pr'es8 which 
had been purchased for that purpose and is still used 'for all 
the printing. This press is used not only for the mission pa
per, but also. for quarterlies, tracts, and report blanks. ' 

Elder Burton was in charge during its early history, 
Elder Lake after its revival, and was assisted some by Elder 
J. Charles May in 1910, who had it in charge after Elder 
Lake's departure in July, 1910, continuing until his departure 
in February, 1915. Clyde F. Ellis had it in charge from Feb
ruary, 1915, to F,ebruary, 1920. 

When Frank B. Almond was sent to the islands in 1920 
he was placed in charge of this part of the work and continued 
while he :r:emained there, editing it from November, 1921, to 
September, 1922. 

It is a small 12-page mission paper printed entirely in 
Tahitian and devoted to gospel topics with a division for the 
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priesthood and also for the Department of Women. The print
ing room was formerly an eight by twelve room on the front 
porch and contained a press, the type case, working table, and 
paper cupboard. It was an impossibility to take useless steps, 
for you could stand in the middle and nearly reach everything 
desired. The printing office is now in a small, one-room build..: 
ing on church grounds near the mission house. 

Since the return of Elder Almond to this country in1922 
the paper has not been published. 
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