





Journal of Histoty .

VOL. XIII, NO. 1 LAMONI, IOWA ~JANUARY, 1920

ﬁ; P yEs
%}9]‘1/5 g 5 /2’ 77 U ﬁilﬁ;ﬂv[—v 8 T:'
¢

// : I
e iz |8 ye |ae |87 LJ 189 i 2
L. Saully
\ s a4 j 23 aa |2 5% !97; 96 EJ -’
L“ R EYEEEETRIEE }/Mj; }; az;{w "{a ;
il ss s# |33 |32 |3/ ;;ﬂd,«ﬂ o8 _‘,a | 16 !‘/o.i | ) .
) . ) ,,m_]i :‘_-—H,_..M.ﬁ 7 ' N
§ I 1 .
1 i 7 /:S‘JL:. U‘gi'»'/i‘! (3 ‘ 1_2 I;?:J j\\\\\\
— — — § \ NA UV ~ .
st [ 150 | i1 F/fé’“i/ |26 |:x‘ /yl 23 /u}‘ O
sy 4 s § E ,Jyjr/n /}J l/;w wt H/n ﬁi
= S
20 __ { X I \g !
4 1 &s«é’ /97 /4« m/@f ﬁr{; )
~— - - a., R
g} r‘*} | Bl




JOURNAL OF HISTORY

Reprinted from JOURNAL OoF HISTORY, volume 3, page 131.
The accompanying map of Nauvoo shows the original
city, also the Wells Addition, Commerce, and Commerce City.
In the original city and the Well's Addition the blocks were di-
vided into four lots each numbered as in block 159 of the map.

Some of the principal places of historiec interest are de-
scribed below:

22.
23.
24.
25,
26.
27.

28.

29

Lyman Wight’s residence, block 11.

Charles B. Thompson’s residence, block 69, lot 3.
George Miller’s residence, block 80, lots 1 and 2.
Arsenal of the Nauvoo Legion, block 80, lot 8.
Edward Hunter’s residence, block 91, lot 1.
Masonic Temple, block 100, lot 1.

Orson Hyde’s residence, block 101, lot 4.
Wilford Woodruff’s residence, block 106, lot 1.
Heber C. Kimball’s residence, block 106, lot 3.

. Lucy Smith’s residence, block 124, lot 2.
. Brick Row, block 125, lot 2.

Erastus Snow’s residence, block 125; lot 4.
Brigham Young’s residence, block 126, lot 2.
Joseph W. Young’s residence, block 127, lot 1.

. Ebenezer Robinson’s residence, block 126, lot 4.

. Seventies Hall, block 127, lot 3.

. Sidney Rigdon’s residence, block 147, lot 2.

. Nauvoo Mansion, block 147, lot 3.

. Hyrum Smith’s residence, block 149, lot 3

. William Marks residence, block 149, lot 4.

. Times and Seasons Office, block 150, lot 4, until May

15, 1845, then block 117, lot 4. -

Peter Haws's residence, block 154, lot 1.
"Hyrum Smith’s office, block 154, lot 2.

The Old Homestead, block 155, lot 1.
Joseph Smith’s Brick Store, block 155, lot 2.
Graves of the Martyrs, block 155, lot 4.
Nauvoo House, block 156, lots 3 and 4.

. WELL S ADDITION
Parley P. Pratt’s residence, block 9, lot 2.

. Temple, block 20.
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DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC PLACES IN NAUVOO
BY MARK H. SIEGFRIED

[This article follows the reprinted list of places on the
preceding page. To this list which was first printed in the
. JOURNAL OF HISTORY in 1910, Brother Siegfried has added
eleven other places of historic interest.—EDITORS.]

1. Lyman Wight’s residence in block 11 was destroyed
before I lived in Nauvoo.

2. Charles B Thompson’s residence in block 69, lot 8 is a
brick bulldmg standing now on the northeast corner of the lot,
facing the south. To this building have been made several A
additions, but it still stands in a fairly good state of preserva-
tion and was owned some years ago by a Mrs. Loesch.

3. George Miller’s residence, block 80, lots 1 and 2, was a
Very small frame bulldmg, standing on the block now occupied
by St. Mary’s Academy and the Catholic Convent. It has been
- destroyed within the last ten years. The building faced
Young Street and stood near the center of the block east and
west.

4. The arsenal of the Nauvoo Legion is a bI‘le building
covered with white plaster, standing on the southwest corner
of the block occupied by the residence of Bishop Miller. It is
~ still standing and is used as the Catholic Convent. '

5. Bishop Edward Hunter s residence, block 91, lot 1 is a
brick house still standing i m a falrly good state of preservation.
For years it was the residence of the foremost merchant in
Nauvoo, Max Reimbold. )

6. Masonic Temple, standing on the northeast corner cor-
ner of block 100 was formerly a three-story building; since
the expulsion of the Saints in 1846 the third story has been
" vemoved and the lower stories have been occupied as a resi-
dence. It is now owned and occupied by Mr. Charles Mulch.

7. Orson Hyde’s residence is a frame building, facing the
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4. JOURNAL OF HISTORY

south, in block 101, lot 4 on the corner oyf Carlin and Hotchkiss

Streets. It is still used as a residence and is owned by Mr.
John Buckert.

8. Wilford Woodruff’s residence is a two-story brick
building facing the east on Durphey Street. It is in a good
state of preservation, the walls being plumb all the way up.

9. Heber C. Kimball's residence stands toward the east
end of lot 8, block 106 and faces south on Munson Street. In
the front of this building is a white stone containing the in- -
seription “H. C, K. 1845.” The building is used as a resi-
dence at the present time and stands as a monument of the
architecture of that day. It stands also as a monument -
against the idea that the Saints were building only tempor-

arily, knowing before the death of Joseph Smlth that they o

were going to leave that community.

'10. Lucy Smith’s residence is a little brick house still oc-

cupied by one of the residents of Nauvoo. :

11 The Brick Row in block 125, lot 2 was destroyed
about ten years ago by an explosion of dynamite and blasting
powder stored in an adjoining bmldmg owned by a hlgh pnest
in the Strangite church. ;

12. Elastus Snow’s residence occupled the southeast cor-
ner of the same block with the brick row. This appears to be
a double house and it is claimed that one part was occupied
by Erastus Snow and the other by his brother, Lorenzo Snow.
There are two large outside doors facing the east in this
‘building. Itis a Well-preserved bulldmg and is still occupied
as a residence.

’ 13. Br 1gham Young’s residence is s‘clll oceupied so far as
I know by Mr. Richtman, the Strangite high priest heretofore
referred to, or some of his family. Around this house clus-
ters some of the terrible scenes connected with the history of
the trial, conviction and execution of the Hodge boys, between
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HISTO’RICAL PLACES IN NAUVOO 5

the death of Joseph and Hyrum Smith and the expuismn in
1846. :
[ 14. J ust across the street, west in block 12( lot 1 stands‘
~ the residence of Joseph W. Young, one of the Seven Presidents
of Seventy who joined the faction which went to Utah. This
house has been unoccupied for a number of years but the out-
side walls are still standing. N ;

15. Ebenezer Robinson’s residence stood on the southeast
corner of block 126 while the Brigham Young residence was
on the northwest corner. This house has been destroyed.
- Just next to it, however, on the north, still stands a two-story
brick building with the lettering across the front dimly writ- .
- ten in black paint “Qumcy Store.” f
; 16. The Seventies’ Hall on the southwest c corner of block
127, facing Parley Street, was for years used as the first ward
school building; was ‘dismantled and torn down about fifteen
years ago, when the new school building on Main Street was
erected. '

17. The Sldney ng‘don residence stlll stands on block
147, lot 2 and is occupied by a man by the name of Jimerson.

~ 18. Just to the south of this residence stands the Nauvoo

Mansion House, now occupied by Brother and Sister J. W.
Layton as custodians of the church property in Nauvoo.

19. Hyrum Smith’s residence was on the same block with
~ the residence of William Marks but further toward the west. -
The building is no longer standing but the well is ;}us‘c outs1de
the property line in the street. '

20. William Mark’s residence is a brick bulldmg in a
fairly good state of preservation and is occupied at the pres-
ent time as a residence.

21. The building in which the Times and Sea,sons was
first published is not now standing but the one on Iot 4, block
117 still remains in a fairly good state of preservation.
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6 JOURNAL OF HISTORY

22. Nothing remains of the residence of Peter Haws on
block 154, lot 1. B

23. Neither is there anythmg remaining of the office of
Patriarch Hyrum Smith.

24. What is known as the old Homestead has been re-
cently rehabilitated and stands as a monument to the thrift
and credit of the early Saints. It was the first house occupied
by Joseph Smith the Prophet when the Saints gathered to
Nauvoo after their winter of suffering and deprivatioﬁ in
1838-39. - : A

25. The store building referred to as J oseph Smith’s
brick store stood on the northwest corner of the same block on
which the Homestead stands. The depression is still there
from the basement, the building having been sold years agb fo -
some men by the name of Hudson, was torn down and used in
the erection of other buildings. At least one of the day books
used in this store is among the curios in the Masonic Library
at Cedar Rapids, Towa, is doubtless genuine and shows the
pur chages made by a number of leading men of the church
at that time. :

26. Near the graves of the Martyrs is buried also the first
wife of the late President Joseph Smith and two of their chil-
dren. The graves of other parties are also marked near these.

27. The Nauvoo House as started by the Saints while the

temple was in process of building, stood on block 156, lots 3
 and 4, very near the water’s edge. This building was intended .
for a hotel. After the death of the Martyrs, Major Bidamon,
who married Sister Emma Smith, tore down both the north
and east ends of the wings and built up after his own fashion
the southwest corner of the building. It was occupied by him-
gelf and his son until nine years ago when it was acquired by .
the Reorganization, and is occupied at the present time by one
of our misionaries, P. R. Burton and wife.

28. Parley P. Pratt’s residence remained in a very good
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HISTORICAL PLACES IN NAUVOO 7

state of preservation until about 1907 when it was remodeled
and added to by the Catholic church, thus converting it info
a very pretentious residence for their priest. In order to
make these improvements it was heavily mortgaged and has
since fallen into the hands of other parties, having been sold
for the payment of debts, For years prior to that time it was
occupied as the residence of the Reverend Father Reimbold,
Priest of the Catholic church. /

29, The Temple block, No. 20, occupied an entire block,
the Temple standing just a little to the north of the‘center on
the west side of the block, facing the river. The Catholic
church stands one block north of this and can be seen for
twenty miles into Iowa. Doubtless the Temple could be seen
for that distance or more, and must have made an imposing
sight for many miles into what was then Iowa territory.

30. Thé home of Patriarch John Smith who succeeded
Hyrum Snﬁth, the martyr, stood on the southeast corner of
lot 123, facing the south. The building still stands and is oe-
cupied at the present time as a residence, :

31. A man by the name of Thomas Moore occupied a resi-
aence on lot 3, block 122. The building is used at present as
a nursery headquarters.

32. Until a few years ago a small frame building stood on
the south side of Parley Street and on the east side of Main on
Iot 2, block 140 and was used in the early days as a match .
factory.

83. On lots 1 and 2, block 108, still stands a large brick .
building occupied by Mr. Theodore Aschner. This building
was know as the Lyon’s store in the early days of the church.

34. Orson Pratt lived in a brick building, since remodeled
and changed, standing on the east end of lot 8, block 150, fac-
ing the river, now owned by Mr. John Hudson and occupied °
by him as a residence, '

35. Orson Spencer occupied a frame house, still standing,
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8 © JOURNAL OF HISTORY

on lot 4, block 10 in Well’s Addition. The house is still.occw
pied as a residence.

36. The Jonathan Browning home occupied lot 2, block
118 and is still standing and used as a residence.

37. The residence of the famous John D. Lee was on lot
1, block 124, but is no longer standing. ‘

38. The Wilson Law residence was in block 1, Well’s Ad-
dition. The property was later owned by the grandfather of
Brother Lester H. Haas and since has been owned by a man
by the name of George Koehler, a cousin of our J. A. Koehler.

39. On lot 4, block 117 are still standing three brick
buildings; at one time John Taylor had a store in the corner
building which was used as a place for publishing the Témes
and Seasons after May 15, 1845. The record shows that Al-
mond W. Babbott one time owned these three bulldmgs 1
cannot vouch for the genuineness of the report, but it is said
" the Nauvoo Neighbor was pubhshed in the upper story of the -
middle one of these houses, :

40. John Taylor occupied a house which stood on lot 1,
block 117. The building still stands but has been unoccupleci
‘ :tor ten yedrs or more.
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THE COWDERY GENEALOGY
BY HEMAN HALE SMITH

A great deal has been written about Oliver CoWdery. He
was the subject of three revelations, two given in April 1829,
and one given September 1830, Doctrine .& Covenants, sec-
tions &, 9, and 27,

Sections 6 and 7 were directed to him and Joseph Smith
jointly; section, .15 to David Whitmer, Martin Harris and
Cowdery; section 16 to Joseph Smith, David Whitmer and
Cowdery; section 23 to Joseph Smith and Cowdery; section
25 to Joseph Smith, John Whitmer and Cowdery. ‘

Joseph Smith’s history as written in the Times and Sea-
sons is full of mention of this man, particularly volume 3,
pages 855 to 56, volume 4, page 108. Lucy Smith devotes sev-
~eral pages to his life in her history of Joseph Smith. Oliver
Cowdery himself has some aUtobiographical‘ material in the
Messenger and Advocate which he published himself, volume '
1, pages 15 and 16. More of his history oceurs in Millennial
Star, volume 15, pages 729 to 730;‘v61ume 16, page 133.

A biography of Oliver Cowdery written from the Utah
Church standpoint appears in Jensen’s Latter Day Saint Bio-
graphical Encyclopedia, pages 249 and 251. A rbidgraphy of
Oliver Cowdery by Heman Hale Smith occurs in the JOURNAL
OF HISTORY, volume 2, pages 463-471; volume 3, pages 42-50.

Cowdery Genealogy published in 1911 also has a biog-
raphy and cut, pages 172 to 186. In the JOURNAL oF HISTORY,
volume 8, pages 131 to 142, is an article by Heman C. Smith on
. Progenitors of Oliver COwdersr. In the JOURNAL oF HISTORY,
volume 9, pages 229 to 245, is repiinted a Fourth of July
editorial pubhshed by Oliver Cowdery in the Evening and
Morning Star, July 1834,

Besides Oliver our Church History mientions other mem-
bers of the Cowdery family; for example, Lyman Cowdery,
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10 JOURNAL OF HISTORY

volume 2, page 815; Marcellus Cowdery, volume 2, page 145;
W. A, Cowdery, volume 1, page 527; and volume 2, page 10;
William Cowdery, volume 2, page 9.

It is the purpose of this article to show the relatlonsmp
of these Cowderys and something of the Cowdery descendants
without enlarging upon the biography of any one of them.

As poin"ced out in the article in JOURNAL OF HISTORY
above referred to, the Cowderys came originally from Sussex,

England, where there still stands the Cowdery castle.

‘ The American emigrant ancestor was William Cowdrey
or Cowdery, born 1602 at Weymouth, England; married first
Joanna who died May 6, 1666; married second time December
5, 1666 to Alice ——. He died November 10, 1687 at Read-
ing, Massachusetts. He settled first at Lynn, Massachusetts,
in 1630, being one of its original settlers, moving to Read-
ing in 1639. For the new town he served as commissioner for
several years. His will may be found in the Cowdery Gene-
alogy, pages 45 and 46.

His children were (p. 37):
1st. Nathaniel.
2nd. Mathias, b. Sept. 30, 1641, d. Mch. 25, 1663.
3rd. Bethia, born Apr. 17, 1643; m. Sept. 18, 1667 to Samuel
Carter, jr.
4th. Hannah, m. Sept. 18, 1667 to John Polly of Roxbury, Mass.
Of the above Nathaniel Cowdery married first time November 22,
1654 to Elizabeth who died October 9, 1659. He was married second
time November 22, 1660, to Mary Batchelder, born 1635, died February
27, 1729, aged ninety-four years; daughter of John Batchelder. He died
June 16, 1690, at Reading, Massachusetts. . ‘
Children of Nathaniel and Elizabeth (p. 49)
Samuel, b. May 16, 1657.
Elizabeth, born Aug. 13, 1659; died Oct. 28, 1659,
Children of Nathaniel and Mary:
Nathaniel, jr., born Aug. 18, 1661. :
. Rebecea, b. Oct. 25, 1663; m. Feb. 27, 1688, to George Townsend
William, b. Mch. 13, 1666 .
Mary, b. Aug. 7, 1668.
Joanna, b. Apr. 28, 1673; d. July, 1736.
Susanna, b. May 1, 1676.
Mathias, b, Apr. 11, 1679.
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COWDERY GENEOLOGY " - 11

Of the above we are interested in Samuel who was born
~May 16, 1657; married April 28 1685, to Elizabeth ——.
No record of death.

Children of Samuel and Elizabeth:
Ruth, b. June 11, 1687.
Mary, b. Apr. 1, 1689.
Nathaniel, b. in 1691.
"Martha, b. in 1693.
Samuel, jr., b. in 1695. : :

Eaton’s History of Reading gives the name of Samuel’s’ wxfe as
Elizabeth. Parker. The Reading Town Records do not give her surname.
A note, for which I have not very good authority, states that he married
the second time and gives the name of the second wife as Martha ,
The names of the children are take from the Reading Town Records.
Samuel’s estate was taxed in 1688. Tax abated in January, 1692. He
was a selectman. (Cowdery Genealogy, p. 55.)

Nathaniel Cowdery, the oldest of this family, was born
- November 20, 1691, at Charlestown, Massachusetts; married
September 16, 1718, to Mehitabel Damon, born November 9,
1699, daughter of Thomas and Lucy Ann (Emerson) Damon,
and granddaughter of Reverend Joseph Emerson. She died
- November 9, 1763, at East Haddam, Connecticut. Nathaniel
died April 28, 1751, at Hadley, Massachusetts; he and his wife
are both buried in the Modus graveyard. He was a tanner by
occupation. . k ‘

Children of Nathaniel and Mehitable (p. 67):
1. Nathaniel, jr., b. June, 1719, at Charlestown, Mass; m. May,
27, 1756, to Mary Gates. He died Dec. 7, 1768, at East
Haddam; she died in 1799, aged 75 years. ‘No posterity.’.

. Jonathan, bapt. May 22; 1720, at Reading, Mass.

. Lydia, bapt. January 10, 1725; died in infancy.

. Mehitabel, bapt. Apr. 9, 1726, at Reading, Mass.

. Thomas, bapt. July 21, 1726; died in infancy.

. Thomas, bapt. Sept 14, 1"29 at Reading, Mass, died in
infaney.

.- Thomas, bapt. June 11, 1732.

. Moses, born Nov. 1, 1731. =

. Edmund, was in the French War in 1756; died at Cape Breton,
unmarried.

10. Huldah, b. Deec. 14, 1733 bap. Apr. 14, 1734; m. . . Obadiah

Gates. :
11. Mehitabel, b. July 24, 1735; bapt. Aug. 31, 1735.

ST W
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212 o JOURNAL OF HISTORY

12. Lydia, . . . , bapt. May 8, 1787.

18. William, b 1:31

14. Jabez, b May 29, 1741, at Montague, Mass
15. Jacob, b. about 1748.

' It will be interesting to note that of this family Nathan-
‘iel, junior, the eldest went to East Haddam and married Mary -
Gates; this Mary Gates was a cousin to Lydia Gates, mother
of Lucy Mack, the grandmother of Joseph Smith..
The thirteenth child, William, was born in 1737 ; married
. first, September 18, 1760, to Hannah Emmons. - She joined
- the Millington church February 14, 1768. He married, second
- time, Prudence Becket. He joined the Millington church No-
vember 13, 1763. Some records say he was a Baptist minis-
ter, and othex:s that he was a Congregational minister, He
died about 1831 or 1832, aged about ninety-four years, at
Woodstock, Vermont. k -

Children of William and Hannah (p- 791)
1."Hannah, bapt. Nov. 27, 1763; m. Feb. 23, 1186, to William
_ Sabin of Colchester, Conn.
2. Doratha, bapt. Nov. 27, 1763; m. Apr. 8, 1784, to Joshua
Tinker of New London,
. Molly, bapt. May 6, 1764.
. William, jr., bapt. Sept. (Oct.) 5, 1765.
. Olive, b, June 28, 1767; bapt. Aug. 2, 1767.
. Diadama, b. Dec. 29, 1768; bapt. Feb. 12, 1769; m. May 11,
1788, George Warren.
Children of William and Prudence:
7. Prudence, b. July ‘5, 1772.
8. Daniel, b. about 1774.
9. Ansel, b, Mch. 14, 1776.
10. Dudley, died, aged about twenty years, unmam'led

The above dates are from the Millington Church Records, and East
Haddam Town Records.

William Cowdery removed from East Haddam to Reading, Ver-
mont. In June, 1786, he purchased a farm of thirty acres, on w}uch he
lived until 1798, when he sold it to his sons, Daniel and Dudley. June 26,
1787, a Congregational church was organized, and he was chosen one of
the four deacons. As was the custom in those early days, the deacons were
licensed to preach and exhort, and were called “lay preachers.”. In 1792
the pastor of this church died and for twenty years, having no settled
pastor, the deacons in turn read one of Jonathan Edwards’ sermons and
conducted the various services of the chureh, and many miles did this

(=2 B L B -V
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COWDERY GENEOLOGY 13

early pioneer travel on horseback through Reading, Vermont, and the
adjoining towns, to hold meetings in places convenient for the people
{(for the country was sparsely settled and churches were few and far
between}), breaking to them the bread of life. In March, 1812, he re-
moved to. Woodstock, Vermont, buying a farm in the southwest part of
the town, near his son Ansel. He sold this farm to Ansel in 1821, and
went back to Reading, Vermont, staying there only a few years. He re-
turned to Woodstock and died there sometime between the years 1830
and 1835, his wife dying a few yedrs later. {Cowdery Genealogy, pp.
79-80.)

The fourth child of William was also William, born Sep-
tember 5, 1765, in East Haddam, Connectlcut, married first
Rebecca Fuller, born January 2, 1768, died September 3, 1809;
married second time Mrs. Keziah (Pearce) Austin of Poultney,
Vermont, born July 1, 1773, died July 10, 1860, at Ellery,
New York. William Cowdery died T F@bruary 26, 1847 at K:rt-

~land, Ohio.

- Children of William and Rebecca (pp. 96-96):

1. Warren A., b. Oct 1788, at Poultney, Vt.

2, Stephen Fuller, b. Feb. 16, 1791. ‘

8. Dyar, b. Oct. 4, 17‘?3 d. July 28, 1829, at Freedom, New
York, unmarried; was a. physician at Farmersville, New
York.

4. Erastus, b. Aug 13, 1796; d. June 10, 1833; left two daugh-
ters. .

5. Sally, b. June 30, 1799.

6. Lyman, b. Mch. 12, 1802. .

7. Olive, b. June 16, 1804; married Winslow Shepherd Wilbur;
residence (1887) Thompsnon, Granger Co., Ohio.~ :

8. Oliver, b. Oct. 3 (5), 1806 (1808).

Children of Wllham and Keziah:

9. Rebecca Maria, b. Oct. 18 (Dec. 10, also ngon 18), 1810, at
Williamson, Ontario Co., N. Y.

10. Lucy Pearce, b. June 3, 1814. -

11, Phoebe, b. Jan. 17, 1817.

Tt is with this family that Latter Day Saint History is
so closely interwoven. William himself joined the church
after his son Oliver and was chosen to preside over the Aaronic
Priesthood in Kirtland, Ohio, on February 15, 1836. .(Church
History, volume 2, page 9.) .

Warren A. Cowdery born October, 1788, at Podltney,
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Vermont ; married September 22, 1814, at Paulet, Vermont, to
Patience Simonds, born April 6, 1794, in Paulet, Vermont;
died May 14, 1862, in Erie County, Ohio. He died February
23. 1851. (Cowdery Genealogy, 1 p. 170-171)

Children of Warren A. and Patience:

1. Marcellus F., b. Aug. 31, 1815; m. May 11, 1847, to Harmet
Wells, b. Jan.. 1819, He died Sept. 26, 1885. One daughter
died in infancy. He had acquired a. wide reputation as a
public school educator, being one of the pioneers in estab-

- lishing teacher’s institutes throughout Ohio, and for many
years one of the recognized leaders in educational work.
He was superintenderit of city schools there for twenty-
three years, and since then was partner of J. S. Cowdery,
under name of Western School Supply Co. He wrote a text-
book called Cowdery’s Moral Lessons. :

. Warren Franklin, b. Sept. 2, 1818.

. Martius Dyar, b. Oct. 29, 1819; m., 1st, June 9 1850, to
Caroline B. Craig, who d. June 16, 1881; m., 2nd, Mrch, 21,
1886, Vesta 1. Lawrence. He died Apr. 26, 1898, at Lake
Geneva, Wis. No children.

4. Lyman Hervy, b. Nov. 23, 1821,
5. Mary O., b. Apr. 26, 1823,

- - 6. Martha M., b. May 11, 1825,

T

8

&4 N

. Oliver Pliny, b. Jan.. 15, 1827.
3, Eleanor Caroline, b. Mch. 10, 1829.
9. Jay Williams, b. July 28, 1831.
- 10. John Simonds, b. Dec 13, 18383; d. July 25, 1896.
11. Sarah E., b. Jan. 12, 1839; d. Feb. 6, 1839.
A revelation was g'lven to him November 25, 1834, call

ing him to the office of presiding high priest. This revelation
is known as section 108 and is as follows:

It is my will that my servant, Warren A. Cowdery, should be ap-
pointed and ordained a presiding high priest over my church in the land
of Freedom, and the regions round about, and should preach my ever-
lasting gospel, and lift up his voice and warn the people, not only in his -
own place, but in the adjoining countries, and devote his whole time in
this high and hely ealling which I now give unto him, seeking diligently
the kingdom of heaven and its righteousness, and all things necessary
shall be added thereunto; for the laborer is worthy of his hire.

And again, verily I say unto you, The coming of the Lord draweth
nigh, and. it overtaketh the world as a thief in the night; therefore, gird
‘up your loins that you may be the children of the light, and that day
shall not overtake you as a thief.

And again, verily I say unto you, There was joy in heaven when my
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COWDERY GENEOLOGY 5

servant, Warren, bowed to my scepier, and separated himself from the
crafts of men; therefore, blessed is my servant, Warren, for I will have
mercy on him, and notwithstanding the vanity of his heart, T will lift
him up inasmuch as he will humble himself hefore me; and I will give
him grace and asurance wherewith he may stand; and if he continues to
be a faithful witness and a light unto the church, I have prepared a crown
for him in the mansions of my Father. Even so. Amen.

While Doctor Warren A. Cowdery was living in Freedom,
New York, he preferred charges agamst the Twelve but made
the followmg apology which was prmted in the Messenger and
Advocate at Kirtland, Ohio, March 7, 1836, volume 2, page 263,
as follows.:

~Is hereby given to all whom it may concern, that Messrs. T. B.
Marsh and others, denominated the “Twelve,” while on their mission to
the. East, last season, received a letter from the Presidency of the
church in which they were censured for neglecting to teach the church
in Freedom, Cattaraugus County, New York, the necessity of contribu-
ting of their earthly substance for the building of the house of the
Lord in this place. The rebuke from the Presidency (as the under-.
signed has been informed) was predicated upon a letter addressed by him
to the Presidents or some one of them, stating that they, the Twelve,
taught no such thing. The undersigned, although actuated by the purest
motives at the time he wrote, believing he had stated nothing but the
truth, has since become satisﬁed from the best of evidence that that
particular item in their instructions was not omitted as he had repre-
sented, he therefore most deeply vegrets if, being sensible as he now
is that he was the cause (although innocent) of wounding the best of
feelings, and depressing spirits buoyant with hope, while in a field of
useful labor at a distance from home. : W A, Cowdery
Kirtland, March 7, 1836.
—Messenger and Arlvnoate, volume 2, page 263.

Marcellus F. Cowdery was a member of the church and
was disfellowshipped at Far West. (Church History, page‘»
145.)

Warren Cowdery doubtless left the church the same tlmP
as hls brother Oliver, but remained in the East and did not
join his brother Oliver in meeting the faction of Bmgham
Young at Council Bluffs.

Concerning the second, fifth and suxth children of William
Cowdery, junior, we quote from the Cowdery Genealog'y,'
pages 171 and 172 as follows:
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2. Stephen Fuller Cowdery, b. June 30, 1799; m. Jan. 1, 1832, at Free-
dom, Cattaraugus Co., N. Y., to Enoch Howlett, b. Aur. 13, 1789, d. Feb.
28, 1856. Mrs. Howlett d. Apr. 18, 1844, at Freedom, N. Y.

Children of Stephen and Betsy'

1. William.

2. Elizabeth.

8. Melanthon. i ‘ -
4. Charles. Residence (1898) Cleveland, Ohio.
5. Augustine, m. . . Stowe.

5. Sallie Cowdery, b. June 30, 1799; m. January 1, 1832, at Freedom,
Cattaraugus County. New York, to Enoch Howlett, b. April 13,
1789, d. February 28, 1856, Mrs. Howlett d. April 18, 1844, at
Freedom, New York,

Children of Sally and Enoch Howlett:

1. Susan C. Howlett, bh. Oct. 10, 1832, at Freedom, N. Y.; m.
May 30, 1863, at Elton, N. Y., to Dr. Lyman Packard. He
died June 7, 1893, at Sturgis, Mich. They had cne child,
Lyman Packard, jr., b. July 29, 1869, at Sardinia, Erie Co,,
N. Y. Residence (1898) Sturgis, Mich.

2. Sarah Howlett, b. Apr. 27, 1834, at Freedom, N. Y.; m.
Nov. 7, 1855, at Freedom, to David Lammie; he died Oect.
17, 1875, at Freedom. She vesided (1887) at Arcade, Wy-
oming Co., N. Y. Issue: (a) Grace Lammie, d. Jan. 16,
1869; (b). Dannie H. Lammie, d. Dec. 19, 1890, at Denver,
‘Colo. .

3. Martha M. Howlett b. June 27, 1836, at Freedom, N. Y,;
Dec. 8, 1859, at Arcade, N. Y., to Omar Crossman. Issue: ( a.)
Lillian S. Crossman, d. July 20, 1881; (b) Mertie S. Cross-
man, m. Feb. 5, 1885, to Frank Leanord; residence (1898)
Humbird, Clark Co., Wis.; (e) William A. Crossman, d.
June 20, 1870; (d) Alice L. Crossman, -residence (1898)
Elroy, Wis. .

6. Lyman Cowdery, b. Mch. 12; 1‘%02 in Vermont; m. Apr. 2() 1825, to
Eliza Alexander, b. June 18, 1805; d. Mch. 10, 1879, at Rochestel Minn.;
dau. of Robert and Kitty (Campbell) Alexander. Mr. Cowdery d. Apr.
22, 1881, at Blkhorn, Wis. He was an emment lawyer and judge.

Children of Lyman and Eliza:

1 Helen Mar. b. Jan. 10, 1827, at Arcadia, N. Y.

2. Sophia Amanda, b. Sept. 21, 1831 at Arcadia.
3 Dyar LaMott, b. Jan. 5, 1833, at Arcadia.
‘4, Lyman Emmet, b. Feb. 18, 1836, at Manchester, N. .Y
- Lyman Cowdery obtained his legal education after his marriage, and

became probate judge. He was member of legislature two terms, and
is undoubtedly the Lyman Cowdery mentioned in the Shotwell Family
Record as having had some one imprisoned in Ontdmo County jail, Feb.
2, 1829, for military fines.

Lyman Cowdery is mentioned in the Church History,
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volume 2, page 315, as one of the visitors at the Liberty jail -
where Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery and others were in
prison in January 1839. Whether or not he was a member of
the church at the time we do not know.

Oliver Cowdery was the eighth child of William Cowdery,
junior, and was born October 3, 1806.

Quoting (Cowdery Genealogy pp. 172, 173) :

Oliver Cowdery, b. Oct. 3, 1806, at Wells, Rutland Co., Vt.; m. Dec:
18, 1832, in Jackson Co., Mo., to Elizabeth Ann Whitmer, b. Jan. 22,
1815, at Fayette, Senaca Co., N. Y., dau. of Peter and Mary Whitmer.
Regidence (1887) South West City, Mo. He d. Mch. 3, 1850; was a
teacher by profession; also practiced law. : . )
Children of Oliver and Elizabeth: .
1. Marie Louise, b. Aug. 11, 1835, at Kirtland, Ohio; m. Sept.
7, 1856, at Richmond, Mo., to Dr. Chas. Johnson, b. June 24,
1826. Residence (1887) South West City, Mo. We are in-
debted to Mrs. Johnson for the dates in this record of Oli-
ver's family.
2. Elizabeth Ann, d. May 9, 1837, at Klrtla,nd Ohio, aged 5 mos.,
25 days.
3. Josephme Rebececa, d. Oct 21, 1844, at Tiffin, Ohlo, aged 6
‘years, 7 mos.
4. Oliver Peter, d. Aug. 13, 1840 at Tlﬂin, aged 5 days.
5. Adeline Fuller, d. Oct. 183, 1844, at Tiffin, Ohio, aged 15 days.
6. Julia Olive, d. July 3, 1846, at Tiffin, Ohio, aged 1 mo., 6 days.

- It is not possible to tell fully here of his connection with
the church but the references given in the beginning of this
article will give further information.

At the time the biography of Oliver Cowdery was writ-
ten in the JOURNAL oF HisTORY by Heman Hale Smith the re-
ply of Cowdery to the charges made against him was not
known to the historian’s office. It is given in the Cowdery
Genealogy and is here quoted from pages 179 to 181:

Far WesT, MI1ssSoURI, April 12, 1838.
Dear Sir: 1 received your note of the 9th inst., on the day of its
date, containing a copy of nine charges preferred I‘before yourself and
council against me, by Elder Seymour Brunson. .
I could have wished that those charges might have been deferred
until after my interview with President Smith, but as they are mot, I
must waive the anticipated pleasure, with which I had flattered myself,
of an understanding on those points, which are grounds of different
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opinions on some church regulations, and others which personally inter-
est myself.

The fifth charge reads as follows: “For selling his lands in Jack-
son County contrary te the revelations.” So much of this charge, “for
selling his lands in Jackson County,” I acknowledge to be true, and be-
lieve that a large majority of this church have already spent their
judgment on that act, and pronounced it sufficient to warrant a disfel-
lowship; and also that you have concurred in its correctness, conse-
quently, have no good reason for supposing you would give any decision
contrary.

Now, sir, the lands in our country are alodial in the strictest con-
struction of that term, and have not the least shadow of feudal tenures
attached to them, consequently, they may be disposed of by deeds of
conveyance without the congent or even approbation of a superior.

The fourth charge is in the Tollowing words: “For denying the
faith by declaring that he would not be governed by any ecclesiastical .
authority nor revelation whatever in his temporal affairs.”

With regard to this, I think I am warranted in saying, the judgment
is also passed, as on the matter of the fifth charge, consequently, I have
no disposition to contend with the council; this charge covers simply
the doctrine of the fifth, and if I were to be controlled by other than
my own judgment, in a compalsory manner, in my temporal interests,
of course, could not buy or sell without the congent of some real or sup-
posed authority. Whether that clause contains the precise words, I am
not certain—I think however they were these: “I will not be influenced,
- governed, or controlled, in my temporal interests by any ecclesiastical
authority or pretended revelation whatever, contrary, to my own judg-
ment.”” (This probably refers to his ‘“insulting letter” mentioned
above). Such being still my opinion shall only remark that the three
great principles of English liberty, as laid down in the books are “the
right of personal security, the right of personal liberty, and the right of
private property.” My venervable ancestor was among the little band,
who landed on the rocks of Plymouth in 1620—with him he brought those
maxims, and a body of those laws which were the result and experi-
ence of many centuries, on the basis of which now stands our great and
happy government; and they are so interwoven in my mnature, have so
long been inculeated into my mind by a liberal and intelligent ancestry
that [ am wholly unwilling to exchange them for anythmg less liberal,
less benevolent, or less free.

The very principle of which I conceive to be couched in an attempt
to set up a kind of petty government, controlled and dictated by ec-
clesiastical influence, in the midst of this national and state government.
You will, no doubt, say this is not correct; but the bare notice of these
- charges, over which you assume a right to decide, is, in my opinion, a
direct attempt to make the secular power subservient to church divee-
tion—to the correctness of which I cannot in conscience subseribe—1I be-
lieve that principle never did fail to produce anarchy and confusion.

This attempt to control me in my temporal interests, I conceive to be

www.LatterDayTruth.org



COWDERY GENEOLOGY 19

a disposition to take from me a portion of my Constitutional privileges
and jnherent right—I only, respectfully, ask leave, therefore, to with-
draw from a society assuming they have such right.

So far as relates to the other seven charges, I shall lay them care-
fully away, and take such a course with regard to them, as I may
feel bound by my honor, to answer to my rising posterity.

I beg you, sir, to take no view of the foregoing remarks, other than
my belief in the outward government of this church. I do not charge
you, or any other person, who differs with me on these points, of not
being sincere; but such difference does not exist, which I sincerely regret.

‘With considerations of the hlgheet respect, I am, your obedient
servant, OLIVER COWDERY.

After leaving the church he resided for some time in Ohio
and engaged in the business of law. As all Latter Day Saints
know he persisted in his testimony to bhe truth of the Book of
Mormon while he hved

The Elizabeth Ann Whi’cmer, mentioned above as wife of
Oliver and daughter of Peter and Mary Whitmer, was the sis-
ter of David and John Whitmer and of Catherine Whitmer
the wife of Hiram Page. She died January 7, 1891, aged
seventy-seven years, at South West City, Missouri. Two days
later Oliver Cowdery’s daughter Marie Louise, wife of Doctor
Charles Johnson, died at the same place. At the time the
South West City Leader (quoted in the Seints’ Herald, vol-
ume 39, page 130, says) :

» Mrs. Johnson, although being of a retiring disposition, was a genial
friend and neighbor to all who knew her, devoted to her husband and
household, and to her manifold- domestic affairs. She was a believer in
the creed of the Reformed Mormon Church which renounced polygamy
at the time the Mormons went to Salt Lake City, and lived a consistent
Christian life in accordance with the teaching that she had been reared

in, * Qur community greatly deplore the loss of these two women whose
peculiar qualities commend them to home-loving people everywhere.

Mrs. Johnson was the only living daughter and the title of valuable
lands in Independence and Kansas City were bound up in her during her
time, but death has released her family’s claim, as she died without
issue.

There are therefore no descendents of Oliver Cowdery
living.
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The Cowdery Genealogy records the following of the
young'er sisters of Oliver (pages 186-189) :

Rebecca Marie Cowdery (William, jr., William, Nathaniel, Samuel,
Nathaniel, William), b. Dec. 18, 1810, at Williamson, Ontario Co., N. Y.;
m. Nov. 3, 1836, at Kirtland, Ohio, to Lawrence H. Frank, b. May 14,
1813. Mrs. Frank d. Sept. 4, 1894, Residence (1898) Galt, Cal.

Children of Rebecea and Lawrence Frank:

1. George W. Frank, b. July 28, 1838; m. June 14, 1877, to Helen
Conger, residence (1898) Galt, Cal.

2. Effie R. Frank, b. Aug. 29, 1842; m. 1st, 1865, Oscar ¥. Leach,
who d. 1865. They had one child (a) Omar Frank Leach.
She m. 2nd, June 17, 1877, Cresham Maxfield, by whom she
had five children; (b) Anna Maxfield, m. 1897, George C.
Simons; (c¢) Irving Maxfield; (d) Carl Maxfield; (e) Grace
Maxfield; (f) Alice Cary Maxfield.

3. Anna Frank, b. May 1, 1850; m. Gresham Maxfield (1st wife).
d. Jan. 6, 1876, at Galt, Cal. Issue: (a) Nettie Maxfield;
(b) Maud Maxfield.

4. Emily Anette (Ettie) Frank, b. May 18, 1852; d. Aug. 30,
1865, at Sacramento, Cal

Rebecea Cowdery removed from Williamson, N. Y., with her par-

ents to Kirtland, Ohio, where she married Lawrence Frank, the son of a
highly respected resident of Kirtland. They removed from Ohio to the
then new territory of Nebraska in 1854 and settled in Omaha, building
the third house in that now prosperous city. Mr. Frank was appointed
the first postmaster of Omaha. They subsequently moved do Fontanelle,
Nebraska, but were driven out by Indians, and removed to Council Bluffs,
Jowa, where.they remained until the spring of 1863, when they removed
to California. They lived in 1898 at Galt, Cal.
' Lucy Pearce Cowdery (William, jr.,, William, Na*thamel Samuel,
Nathaniel, William), b. June 8, 1814, at Middletown, Vt.; m. Sept. 28,
1834, at Kirtland, Ohio, to Phineas H. Young, b. Feb. 16, 1799; d. Oct.
10, 1879. Residence (1898) Park City, Utah.

Children of Lucy P. and Phineas Young: :

1. Phineas H. Young, jr., b Apr. 16, 1836 (1837); d. Sept. 16,
1838. . '

2. Sereph Celestia Young, b. Deec. 21, 1839 (1841); d. Sept. 16,
1845.

3. Harriet Frances Young, b. Sept. 16, 1843, at Kirtland, Ohio;
m. Feb. 13, 1868, to Edwin €. Williamson. Residence
(1898) Park City, Utah. Issue: (a) Earle V. Williamson,

 enligted 1898 in Co. E, 1st Montana Inf.,, U. 8. Vols; (b)
Everett C. Williamson; (¢) Reginald P. Williamson, d. Apr.
14, 1877, aged 4 yrs.; (d) Fairfax B. Williamson, d. Dec.
28, 1880, aged 9 mos.; (e) Perclval L. Williamson; (f) Irma
A. Williamson.
4. Adelaide Amelia Young, b. July 16, 1848; m. Nov. 23, 1870,
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to Dr. A. D. Bevan. He d. Nov. 26, 1893. They had one
child, Delgomar Wellington Burgoyne Bevan. Residence
(1898) Park City, Utah. Doctor Devan was one of the
delegates composing the convention that framed the Laws
of the Constitution of the State of Idaho.

Pheobe Cowdery (William jr., William, Nathaniel, Samuel, Nathaniel,
William}, b. Jan. 17, 1817, at Middletown, Vi.; m. Dec. 15, 1836, at Kirt-
land, Ohio, to Daniel B. Jackson, who d. Sept. 11 1898. She d. Jan., 1892,
at Sacramento, Cal,

Children of Pheobe and Daniel Jackson:
1. Adelia K. Jackson, b. June 14, 1830; m. Charles Guigley, who
d. in 1895. Residence of Mrs. Guigley (1898) Sacramento,
Cal. '
2, Sereph L. Jackson, b. Nov. 24, 1842; m. Oscar P. Dodg@
Residence (1898) Sacramento, Cal. )
© 3. Marcellus Jackson, b. 1846; d. in infancy.
4. Oliver Cowdery Jackson, ‘b. Jan., 1846; m. Mollie Rupely.
"He d. Apr. 11, 1886. One. child, Pear]l Jackson. Residence
Sacramento, Cal. Oliver C. Jackson was at one time Chief-
of Police of Sacramento, and was always identified with the
interests of that city. :

. William F. Jackson, b. Feb., 1850; m. Ida Nichols. One child,
Amy Jackson. He is art director of the School of Design
connected with the Crocker Art Gallery, and custodian of
the Art Gallery. He is an artist of renown.

6. Cynthia E. Jackson, b. May 19, 1852; m. 1st, Gemge W.
Godley. Issue: (a) Edna Godley, d. May 11, 1898; (b)
Harry Godley. She m. 2nd, Wilbur F. Smith. They had
three children: (¢) Bernice Smith; (d) Darwin Smith; (e)

" Enona Smith.

. Ellen E. Jackson, b. Sept. 8, 1854; d aged 6 years.

. Phebe Jackson.

Amy Jackson, b. June 13, 1858; died in infancy.

Frank P. Jackson, b. July 9, 1859. Residence (1898) Klon-

dyke.

Mrs. Phebe Jackson spent many years of her life in the “Wilds of

" the West,” having emigrated to Iowa while it was yet a territory, and

endured many privations and hardships. Her husband was quite a prom-’

inent man and held a number of offices of trust and honor. He was a

member of the Towa Legislature several times. They resided in Council

Bluffs for many years, previous to crossing the plains in 1863 for Cali-

fornia. Mr. and Mrs. Jackson and Mr. and Mrs. Frank celebrated their

“Golden Wedding” in the fall of 1886. :

Five of Warren Cowdery’s children are mentioned in the
Cowdery Genealogy as follows (Pages 253-256; 338-341) :
1. Warren Franklin Cowdel;y b. Sept. 12, 1817, In Livingston Co., New
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York; m. Apr. 22, 1847, at Woos’ce1 Wayne Co., Ohio, to Jane Pomeroy
Reed; b. May 2 1819 d. Dec. 24, 1869. He d. Oct. 23, 1895.
Chlldren ot Warren F. and Jane:

1. Anna Elizabeth, b. May 4, 1848, at Wheeling, W. Va.; d. -
Mch. 6, 1863. ‘

2. Emma Virginia, b, Oct. 4, 1885 (1859), at Fairfield, Ia.
m. May 12, 1875, to James William Ashby; b. Sept. 30, 1844
(1848); d. Jan. 15, 1897, at St. Louis, Mo.

Children of Emma V. and James W. Ashby: ‘

1. Edith Maria Ashby, b. Feb. 10, 1876, at Macon, Mo.

2, Georgiana Ingram Ashby, b. May 6, 1877, at Fairfield, Ia.

3. Harry William Ashby, b. Dec. 8, 1883, at Keokuk, Ia.

Warren Franklin Cowdery moved from Wheeling, W. Va., in 1855,
to Fairfield, Towa; bought a saw mill there and owned a good deal of
real estate. He was in the insurance business, and was agent for sew-
ing machines. In 1873 lost almost everything.  In 1882 moved to St.
Louis. *“He was always doing something for somebody,” very kind and
good, and well liked by all who knew him.

2. Lyman Hervy Cowdery, b. Nov. 23, 1821, at Leroy, Genesee Co,
N. Y.; m. Aug 30, 1849, at Kirtland, Ohio, to Sarah H, Holmes; b. Aug.
18, 1829. Residence (1898) Perry, Lake Co., Ohio. He d. Mch. 24, 1906.

Children of Lyman Hervy and Savah H.:

i. Harriet M., b. July 12, 1851; m. July 12, 1869, to Johnson J.
Burrows; b. Apr. 5, 1847, son of Orpheus Valentine and
Susan (Johnson) Burrows. Residence (1898), Rochester,
N. Y. .

Children of Harriet M. and Johnson J. Burrows:

Albert 8. Burrows, b. Oct. 25, 1870, at Cleveland.

Ettie M. Burrows, b. May 2, 1878; d. Feb. 25, 1875, at
Perry, Ohio.

Nellie G. Burrows, b. Dec. 81, 1876, at Perry, Ohio.

2. Warven H.,, b. May 21, 1833, at Perry, Ohio; m. Sept.
19, 1878, at Saybrook, Ashtabula Co., Ohio, to Hattie Kel-
ley. Residence (1909) Cleveland, Ohio.” . )

Children of Warren H. and Hattie:

) Edith L., b. Sept. 13, 1879, at Geneva, Ohio.
Robert H., b, Oct. 20, 1881, at Ashtabula, Ohio.
Warren Kelley, b. Deec. b, 1886.

Ellen 8., b. Feb. 21, 1891, a
Harold B., b. Sept. 2, 1884; d. Mch. 24, 1898,

3. Grace P., b. Jan. 16, 1855, at Sandusky, Ohio; m. May 13, 1876,
at Perry, Ohio, to O. C. Pinney. Residence (1898) Glen-
ville, Ohio,

Children of Grace P. and O. C. Pinney:

Marco Q. Pinney, b. May 28, 1877, at Geneva, Chio; d.
June, 1898.

Leigh Warren Pinney, b. Oct., 1880

Dean C. Pinney, b. Mch. 7, 1888.
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Wallace Pinney.

4, George H., b. June 23, 1857; m. June, 1888, at Geneva, Ohio,
to Ella Sanford. Residence (1898}, Geneva, Ohio.

Children of George H. and Ella:
Ruth.
Kate.

5. Frank M. Cowdery, b. Feb. 15, 1859; m, June 10, 1884, at
Cleveland, Ohio, to Emma Spooner. Residence (1898),

. Cleveland, Ohio. '

Children of Frank M. and and Emma:
Grace, . May 16, 1885.
Myra.
Lyman Hervy.
Oliver, d. 1898.

6. Arthur H., b. May 16, 1865, Residence (1898), Ottumwa,
‘Towa.

7. Laura F., b. Apr. 14, 1869; m. July 4, 1888, to Jay C. God-
dard. Residence (1898), Ottumwa, Ia,

Children of Laura ¥. and Jay C. Goddard:
Murray Goddard.
Mildred Goddard.
Marian Goddard.

8. Clarence C., h. Oct. 26, 1870; m. June 9, 1897, to Adillia M.
Dunn. Clarence C. iz a dentist and lives (1898) at St.
Louis, Mo.

Lyman H. Cowdery was employed as station agent on the Lake Shore
railroad, 35 miles east of Cleveland over twenty-three years, and acted
as postmaster nearly twenty-two years of that time. In 1887 he
was agent for the American Express Co. He was in the employ of the
same Company for about forty years. He retived from active business
a few years before his death.

3. Oliver Pliny Cowdery, b. Jan. 15, 182’7 in Leroy, Genesee Co.,, N.
Y., moved to Ohio when nine years old; m. 1st, May 8, 1856, at Truro,
Franklin Co., Ohio, by Rev. A. Barr, to Charlotte Louise McComb; h.
Jan. 24, 1836, at Truro; d. Feb. 10; 1878, at Sandusky, Ohio. He was
m. 2nd, Jan. 21, 1880, at Geneva, Ashtabula Co., Ohio, in Grace Church,
by Rev. L. Osburn, to Jane Elizabeth Scranton, widow of Alonzo C.
Seranton. He d. Aug. 19, 1887, at Geneva.

Children of Oliver P. and Charlotte L;

1. John Warren, b. Feb. 5, 1857; m. Jan. 25, 1887, to Minnie
E. Dildine of Indianapolis, Ind. Residence (1899) Atlanta,
Ga.
_ Children of John W. and Minnie E.:
Erwin Albert, b, Apr. 15, 1892, at Atlanta, Ga.

John W. Cowdery was superintendent of the Gas Light Co. in
Jackson, Miss., in 1887. Is (1898) constructing engineer for the United
States Gas Improvement Co., of Philadelphia, Pa., and proprietor of the
Atlanta Transfer Co.
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2. Susan EKloise, b. Dec. 24, 1858, in Truro. Residence (1898)
Rainier, Washington. Teacher in Ohio State Reform School
for Boys from 1886 to 1888. Teacher in Conn, School for
Boys from 1888 to 1892. Teacher in Waghington State
Reform School from 1894 to 1898.

3. Florence Luella, b, Apr. 3, 1861, at Sandusky, Ohio. Em-
ployed in Western Washington Hospital for the Insane

- from 1892 to 1895. Residence (1898) Rainier, Washington.

4. Charlotte Victoria (Kittie), b. Jan. 18, 1864, near St. Mary’s,
Ohio; m. Qct. 12, 1886, to Charles Herman Clanssen; b.
Nov. 26, 1861, d. May 29, 1897, at Cleveland, Ohio. Resi-
dence of Mrs. Clanssen (1898) Rainier, Washington,

Children of Charlotte V. and Charles H. Clanssen:

Charles Warren Clanssen, b, Sept. 5, 1887; d. July 7, 1888,
Harold Cowdery Clanssen, b. Mch. 14, 1890. )

Susie Emma Clanssen, h. Meh. 13, 1891,
Charlotte Helena Clanssen, b. Mch. 13, 1893..
Wells Horace Clanssen, b. July 18, 1895. .

5. Louis Lunn, b. Nov. 5, 1866, at Granville, Ohio; d. Mch, 19,
1870.

6. Charles Hervey, b. Sept. 30, 1868, at Granvﬂle Ohio; d. Nov.

. 25, 1869.

7. Emma Freddie, b. Oct. 11, 1870, at Granville, 01110 Was em-
ployed in Conn. School for Boys, Washington State Reform
School and Western Hospital for the Insane from 1892 to
1895,

8. Anna Clarice, b. Apr. 1, 1874, at Sandusky, Ohio; m. William
“Inman. Oune child, Weslie Oliver Inman, b. Sept. 18, 1895.

- 9. George Everett West, b. Oct. 17, 1869, at Truro, Ohio. Was

' the only child of Mrs. Geo. C. West, a sister of Mrs. Oliver
Cowdery. Both parents having died, he was adopted by
Oliver P. and assumed the name of Cowdery.

(4.) Eleanor Cavroline Cowdery, b. Mch. 10, 1829; m. July 17, 1851, in
Lake Co., Ohio, to William D. Curtis; b. June 9, 1824, at Barre, Orleans
Co., N. Y. Residence (1909), Sandusky, Ohio.

Children of Eleanor C. and William D. Curtis: )

1. Leverett Lyndon Curtis, b, June 16, 1852, at Per}“y, Ohio; m.
Sept. 12, 1888, to Nellie Broadbent. Issue: (a) Earl Lev-
erett Curtis, (b) Lynn Broadbent Curtis. Residence (1898), .
Sandusky, Ohio. ’ :

2. Howard Jay Curtis, b. Mch. 11,.1856; m. Oct. 6, 1886, to Mil-
lie Whitworth; b. Mch. 12, 1856, Issue: (a) Corrine Curtis;
(b) Mattie Curtis; (c) William Whitworth Curtis. Resi-
dence (1898), Sandusky, Ohio.

3, Carrie Curtis, b. May 1, 1859, at Perry, Obio; m. July 11,
1889, to John Whitworth. Issue: (a) Mary Curtis Whit-
worth; (b) Millie Curtis Whitworth; (¢) John Whltwmth
3rd. )
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4. Mary M. Curtis, b. Mch. 10, 1861, at Perry, Ohio; m. Now.
11, 1890, to Judge Francis C. Price of Kansas. Issue: Car-,
rie May Price. Residence (1898), Ashland, Kans.

5. Celia Curtis, b. Oct. 13, 1867; d. same day.

6. Carl Clifton Curtis, b. Oct. 8, 1872.

(5.) Jay William. Cowdery, b. July 28, 1831; m. 1860, to Anna Inman;
dau. of Alva and Eleanor (Simons) Inman. He d. Feb. 3, 1889.
Child of Jay William and Anna:

1. John Jay, b. June 24, 1864; m. Oct. 30, 1907, to Indiana Mills-
paugh; dau. of Howard and Indiana (McArthur) Mills-
paugh. John Jay is captain of the 31st Co., Coast Artillery
Corps, N. G. N. Y. Residence, New York City.

The following is an account of Lyman Cowdery’s chil-
dren (pages 256-258; 341-342) :

. (1.) Helen Mar Cowdely b. Jan. 10, 1827, at Arcadia, N. Y.;
Mch. 21, 1850, at Elkhorn, Walworth Co., Wis., to Darius (:oman b
Meh. 16, 1821, at Warrenshurg, N. Y.; d. Jan. 18, 1884, at Trempealean,
Wis. Helen Mar Cowdery was educated at Western Reserve Seminary
at Painsville, Ohio. She d. Nov. 16, 1893, at Trempealean, Wis.
Children of Helen M. and Darius Coman: )
1. Helen Eliza Coman, b. Nov. 19, 1850, at Spring Prairie, Wis.;
m, May 9, 1869, at Trempealean, Wis., to Dr. Gilbert Shep-
hard; b. Deec. 7, 1838, at Castile, N. Y. Residence (1838},
LaCrosse, Wis. Issue: (a) George Hugh Shephard; m.
Jessie B. Watt and has one child, Andrew Gilbert Shephard;
" (b) Kitty Louise Shephard; m. Duncan Calvin McMillan
and has one child, Gﬂbut Hugh McMillan; (¢) Clara Belle
Shephard.
2. Kittie Arabella Coman, b. Dec. 29, 1851, at Elkhorn, W1s.,
Sept. 24, 1879, at Winnebago, Minn., to Alden F. Young--
man. Issue: (a) Helen Amanda Youngman; (b) William
Henry Youngman,
3. Louise Emor Coman, b. Niov. 3, 18:)5 at. Spring Ptanle Wis.;
m, Sept. 21, 1886, to Anson Gilbert Prentiss; b. Feb. 4,
1851, at Roscoe, 111
4. Caius D). Coman, b, May 10, 1861, at 'VIlIwaukee, Wis.; m.
Feb. 4, 1883, at Chicago, Ill,, to Celia Elizabeth Grimes.
Issue: (a) Angus Caius_Coman; (b)Y Rae Coman; (c)
Robert Grimes Coman.
5, Angus Cowdery Coman, b. Nov. 7, 1862, at Trempealean,
Wis.; m. 1882, at Winnebago City, Wis., to Etta Kimball; d.
Sept. 80, 1891. Issue: (a) Vaugn Kimball Coman; (b)
Tess Marie Coman; (¢} Jessie Coman,
(2). Sophia Amanda Cowdery b. Sept. 21, 1831; m. Apr. 20, 1850,
at Constantine, Mich., to Francis A. Utter. She d. July 5 1857, at
Elkhorn, Wis. ’ . : .
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Chﬂdren of Sophiz A, and Francis A. Utter:
1. Frances Emilie Utter, b. Nov. 29, 1851; d. June 1, 1853.
2, Carrie Augusta Utter, b. Nov. 11, 1853; m. Arthur Griffin,
One child, Cara Griffin. Residence (1898), Jackson, Mich.
3. George Utter, b. Jan. 18, 1857; d. Oct. 10, 1857.

(3.) Dyar Lamott Cowdery, b. Jan. 5, 1833, at Arcadia, Wayne Co.,
N. Y.; m. Nov. 24, 1864, to Lydia M. Aldvich; dau. of Sylvanus and
Lydia (Crandall) Aldrich of Richmond, Iil. He d. May 10, 1900, at
Elkhorn, Walworth Co., Wis. }

Children of Dyar Lamott and Lydia M.:

1. Kirke L., b. Feb. 12, 1866, at Elkhorn, Wis.; m. Sept. 7, 1892,
at Mount Vernon, Knox Co., Ohio, to Mary Emily Taylor; -
b. May 3, 1869: dau. of Zenno Elbridge and Sarah (Dellar)
Taylor. Residence (1909), Oberlin, Ohio.

Children of Kirke and Mary:
1. Lawrence Taylor, b.’July 23, 1893.
2. Karl Montague, b. Aug,. 11, 1895.
3. Fred Beardsley, b. Jan. 14, 1897; d. July 12, 1897.

Kirke L. Cowdery graduated from the High School at Elkhorn, Wis.,
in 1883. He entered the University of Wisconsin at Madison, Wisconsin,
and graduated five years later from the Ancient Classical course. He
then spent two years in Paris, France, as student and tutor. He traveled
through Italy, West Germany, East Switzerland, Holland, Belgium and
the Tyrol, returning to Ameriea in 1890 to accept the position as tutor
of French in Oberlin College, Ohio. He was instructor in French in
1892, and has remained in that position until the present time (1909).

2. Edith A., b. July 15, 1872, at Elkhorn, Wis.; d. Apr. 4, 1828,

(4.) Lyman Emmett Cowdery, b. Feb. 18, 1836, at Manchester, On-
tario Co., N. Y.; m. May 9, 1861, at Lake Forest, Ili., to Sallie Fowler.
. Residence (1898), Kasson, Minn.

Children of Lyman Emmett and Sallie:

1. Robert, b, Feb. 22, 1862, at Winona, Minn.; m. 1889 at Chi-
cago, 111, to Ada Butler. Robert is a railroad engineer.
2. Mabel, b. Aug. 22, 1863, at Winona, Minn.; m. Sept. 18,
1883, to Fred A. Olds. Issue: (a) Mave Olds, b. Mch.
30, 1885; (b) Helen Olds, b. June 27, 1886. Residence
] (1898), Tacoma, Wash.

Lyman Emmet Cowdery lived in Rochester, Minn., from 1864 to
1891, and while there was mayor of the city one year, and registrar of
deeds for six years. He removed to Kasson, where he is engaged in
the grain business. Ie has been president of the Council two terms.
(Cowdery Genealogy, p. 260.)

This is as far as we are able to trace the members of the '
Cowdery family Who united with the church in Kirtland,
Ohio. »
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OFFICIAL STATEMENTS OF JOSEPH SMITH
COMPILED BY HEMAN HALE SMITH

The statements reprinted in the following article are
taken from the writings of President Joseph Smith during the
three years 1891, 1892, and 1893. He wrote very volumi-

nously during this time and all that he wrote is of interest to

the historian of latter-day work. We probably shall publish
in a future article some article which antedates those here

produced. This was the period of time in which there was

some discussion with regard to the duties of the First Presi-
dency, Twelve, and Bishopric, as there has continued to be
down in the present time. We therefore reproduce some of
the statements of Joseph Smith bearing upon these duties.
The first article is entitled “The First Presidency.” (Saints’
Herald, volume 40, pages 145 to 147.) ‘

At a former time there was published a series of articles in the
Herald setting forth and explaining the respective authorities and duties
of elders, priests, teachers, and deacons; and now we purpose to present
to our readers a series of articles on the respective authorities and
duties of the Presidency of the church, the Bishoprie, the high priests,
the high councils, the Twelve, and the Seventies, following, generally,
the order of their call, appointment, and ordination in respect to time
(so far as history will enablé us), and not in the order of official rank

in the priesthood. To us this seems the better plan, for thereby their

respective authorities and duties may be illustrated and explained by
the pertinent facts of authenti¢ history as well as by the statements of
revelation, the former aiding us in understanding and applying cor-
rectly the latter, for it should be borne in mind that the calling, ap-

_ pointing, ordaining, organizing, regulating, and setting in order the

priesthood in respect to its offices, councils, and quorums, was largely
under the administration of the “man like unto Moses,” Joseph Smith
the Seer, who has furnished a conecise history of his own work, and the
work of his fellow ministers, down to near the close of his eventful
career on earth, from which we shall draw largely in our preparation
of these articles.

The church should be intelligently and faithfully united in the
work of the Lord, and they therefore should be well instructed, so far
as practicable, in both the revealed will of God and in the history of
his church. From our personal experiences and observations we can bear
witness to the high value of recorded church history over “the tra-
ditions of the elders,” and also over any and every kind of oral testi-
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mony handed down from one to another, in respect to the sayings and .
doings of Joseph and the ministers under him.

It was our good fortune to procure at an early time, say from 1851 to-
1860, and read thoroughly the history of the church as recorded in the
Evening and Morning Star, Messenger and Advocate, Elder's Journal,
Times and Seasons, Millennicl Star, and many miscellaneous works of
the church, so that we speak advisedly when we testify to the great
importance of that history when seeking a proper understanding of the
revelations, commandments, and laws of God given for the government,
enlightenment and edifying the church. And it is with the purpose to -
point out and emphasize the essential harmony and interdependence of
“the law and the testimony” that we now write, and to thereby aid
in uniting the ministry and the people of God in a eorrect understanding
of the church and its proper work, the priesthood and its proper work,
in all its various departments and offices, so that the Lord’s people may
attain the unity en]omed by Saint Paul in 1 Corinthians 1:10, where he
says:

“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind,
and in the same judgment.”

Agreeable to the order we have suggested, we shall now proceed to
treat of the First President of the church and his counselors, and pre-
sent matters involving their authority, rights, powers, duties, responsi-
bilities, and administrations, so that all who will investigate may be in-
formed in regard to these interesting and important concerns, as they
appear under the administration of Joseph the Seer.

Joseph Smith, the Seer, from the very nature of his calling and
work, was the chief presiding officer of the chureh at the first when
founded and orgamized. Prior to the organization of the church, April 6,
1830, the Lord said thus:

“The rige of the church of Christ in these last days, being one fhou-
sand- eight hundred and thirty years since the coming of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ in the flesh, it being regularly organized and es-
tablished agreebly to the laws of our country, by the will and command-
. ments of God in the fourth month, and on the sixth day of the month

which is called April; which commandments were given to Joseph Smith,
jr., who was called of God and ordained an apostle of Jesus Christ, to be
the first elder of this church; and to Oliver Cowdery, who was also called
“of God an apostle of Jesus Christ, to be the second elder of this church,
and ordained under his hand: and this aecording to the grace of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to whom be all glory both now and
forever. Amen.”—Doctrine and Covenants 17: 1.

Joseph was “the presiding elder,” “the first elder” of the church in
respect to rank in the priesthood and official authority, and Oliver was
“the second elder” in the same sense. Notice in this connection the very
important fact, that Joseph and Oliver, the first officers of the church
in point of both time and rank, were “called of God” and “ordained”
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under each othel s hands to be apostles, thus fulfilling the Scrlptuleb»—
“first apostles.” (1 Corinthians 12:28.) Nor were these the only
apostles then called, for the Lord, in June, 1829 (Doctrine and Cove-
‘nants 16: 3), declares that David Whitmer was called an apostle. And
while on this subject it may be well to state that, three years prior to
the calling of twelve apostles—denominated “the traveling high council”
(Doctrine and Covenants 99: 13; 104: 12, etc) —there were other apostles
in the church besides Joseph, Oliver, and David, for the Lord said to
“his servant Joseph Smith, jr., and six elders,” September 22 and 23,
1882, “you are mine apostles, even God’s high priests.”—Doctrine and
Covenants 83:1, 10. And this order of things harmonizes with the
Bible where it says that Jesus (Hebrews 3: 1), and James his brother
(Galatians 1:19), and Paul and Barnabas (Acts 14:14), and Sylvanus
and Timotheus (1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2:6), were apostles. None of
these, that we can find, belonged to the quorum of Twelve, éven as
. Joseph and Oliver and David never belonged to that quorum, nor did
any of the “six elders” —apostles—mentioned in Doctrine and Cove- -
nants 83:10, .that we know of. From these facts our readers will
be better enableéd to appreciate the fact and the reason of the presidency
of Joseph and Oliver at the first.

' The authority and duty of these officers was to preside over and
minister to the flock of God, and though appointed of God they must
nevertheless have the formal and explicit consent of the members to do
so. (Millennial Star, 14: 20, 26; Times and Seasons, 3:915.) :

That Joseph was appeinted of God to be the president of the church
is seen in the fact that he was “inspired of the Holy Ghost to lay the
foundation” of the church, “and to build it up unto the most holy faith”
{Doctrine and Covenants 19: 1), and it is seen also in the historical
fact that he did preside over it from the first.

If there had been questionings as to how Joseph should be author-
ized to preside over all the conferences, a revelation given in September,
1830, revealed the fact that it must be by “the voice” of the body, for it
says:

“My servant Joseph shall be appomted to preside over the confer-
ence by the voice of it.”—Doctrine and Covenants 27: 4, ’

. This same revelation in paragraph 2, declares in these words to
Oliver that Joseph was the president of the church:

“Thou shalt not command him who is at thy ’heazd and at the head
lof the church.”

This “first elder” and “first apostle” of the church was authorlzed
and called of God to receive and teach the revelations of God and thereby
“lay the foundation” of the church, and “build it up unto the most
holy faith.”—Doctrine and Covenants 19:1. We therefore find him
acting in that capacity in every time of need, by which means the light
of heaven was thrown upon the present and future of the work en-
trusted tc him and his fellow ministers, thereby providing, months and
years beforehand, the very patterns the priesthood must work by in
“building” the church right. This authority and duty was limited and
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restricted to him, very properly as we see in Doctrine and Covenants
27:2; 43:1, 2; 104: 42, and 107: 89, ete.

As might be expected, the Bishopric was required to act under the
counsel and advice of the presidency in respect to locating and arranging
for the Saints in the gathering, for each person was to do in these
matters “as is appointed to him by the Presidency and the Bishop of the
church, according to the laws and the commandments which ye have
received and which ye shall hereafter receive.” (Doctrine and Covenants
48:2), and church history records that thls ‘order was observed with fi-
delity, generally, thereafter. :

In Noverber, 1881, the authority and duty of providing bishops for
the church was laid upon the Presidency, where the laws says such
shall be “called and set apart and ordained unto this power under the
hands of the First Presidency of the Melchisedec priesthood” (Doctrine
and Covenants 68: 2); and this order was restated in Doctrine and Cove-
nants 104: 8. Church history shows that this was the order of the church

- observed under the seer up to the time of his death. But it was im-
mediately and radically changed by Brigham Young and his followers,
as seen in Times and Seasons 5: 619, ete. And in this same section 68,
in paragraph 3, further authority and duty touching the bishops is
laid exclusively upon the First Presidency in these words:

“And again, no bishop . .. shall be tried or condemned for any
crime, save it be before the First Presidency of the church.”

Tt was not until 1832 that the quorum of the First Presidency began
to be more fully organized. (Doctrine and Covenants 80:1, Times and
Seasons 5: 24, and Millennial Star 14: 162, March 8, 1838, a revelation
was given through the seer setting forth some of the rights and powers
and duties of the presidency in these words: ]

“And again, verily I say unto thy brethern Sidney Rigdon, and
‘Frederick G. Williams, their sins are forgiveri them also, and they are
accounted as equal with thee in holding the keys of this last kingdom;
as also through your administration the keys of the school of the
prophets, which I have commanded to be organized, that thereby they
may be perfected in their ministry for the salvation of Zion, and of the
nations of Israel, and of the Gentiles, as many as will believe, that
through your administration, they may receive the word, and through -
their administration the word may go forth unto the ends of the earth,
unto the Gentiles first, and then behold, and lo, they shall turn unio the
Jews; and then cometh the day when the arm of the Lord shall be
revealed in power in convineing the nations, the heathen nations, the
house of Joseph, of the gospel of their salvation.

“For it shall come to pass in that day, that every man shall hear the
fullness of the gospel in his own tongue and his own language, through
those who are ordained unto this power, by the administration of the
Comforter, and shed forth wpon them, for Lhe revelation of Jesus
Christ.

“And now, venly 1 say unto you, I give unto you a commandment,
that you continue in the ministry and presidency, and when you have
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finished the translation of the prophets, you shall from henceforth pre-
side over the affairs of the church and the school; and from time to
time, as shall be manifest by the Comforter, receive revelations to unfold
the mysteries of the kingdom, and set in order the churches, and study
and learn, and become acquainted with all good books, and with lan-
guages, tongues, and people. And this shall be your business and
migsion in all your lives to preside in council and set in order «ll the
affairs of this church and kingdom., Be not ashamed, neither confounded,
but be admonished in all your highmindedness and pride, for it bringeth
a snare upon your souls. Set in order your houses; keep slothfulness
and uncleanness far from you.”—Doctrine and Covenants 87: 8-5.

And ten days after, when

“The High Priests assembled in the school room of the prophets, and
were organized according to revelation, ... Elder Rigdon expressed a de-
gire that himself and Brother F. G. Williams should be ordained #o the
office to which they had been called, viz, that of presidents of the high
priesthood, and to be gqual in holding the keys of the kingdom with Brother .
Joseph Smith, jr., according to the revelation given on the 8th of March,
1833. Accordingly I laid my hands on Brother Sidney and Frederick
and ordained them to take part with me in holding the keys of the last
kingdom, and assist in the presidency of the high priesthood, as my
counselors.”—Times and Seasons 5: 738; Millennial Star 14: 887.

The First Presidency acting as a quorum, in May, 1888, received
the minutes of a council held to consider as to the legality of certain
ordinations to the ministry, and on due examination the Presidency
“sanctioned” the deings of the council in pronouncing said ordinations
“illegal.” sune 25, 1833, this quorum appointed Isaac Morley and John
Corrill to be bishops, and advise Bishop Partridge as to who he should
select as his counselors, and also as to how he should administer the law
of consecration. (Times and Seasons 6:801; Millennial Star 14: 449.)
On February 17, 1834, this quorum “proceeded to organize the High
Council of the church.” (Doctrine and Covenants 99:1; Times ond
Seasons 6: 993, 994; Millennial Star 15: 138, 14, 17.) And the authority
and duty of presiding over this council was laid upon this quorum, as
see paragraphs 6 of section 99. On the 18th of April, 1834, President
Rigdon had under the hands of Joseph and others, “confirmed upon him
the blessings of wisdom and knowledge to preside cver the church in my
[Joseph’s] absence, and to have the spirit to assist Elder Cowdery in
conducting the Ster and arrange the covenants”—Times and Seasons
6: 1059; Millennial Star 15: 89.

July 3, 1884, President Jo»eph Smlth organized and set in order the
High Council of Zion, at a point in Clay County, Missouri (all Missouri
was the land of Zion), and “ordained David Whitmer, president, and
W. W. Phelps and John Whitmer, assistants; and their twelve counsel-
org.” In this he followed the pattern given in Doctrine and Covenants
99, at Kirtland, February 17, nearly six months prior. Of this Joseph

the Seer said:
“After singing and prayer I gave the council such instructions in -
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relation to their high ealling as would enable them to proceed to minister
in the office agreeable to the pattern heretofore given (Doctrine and
Covenants 99): read the revelation on that subject, and told them
if T should now be taken away, I had accomplished the great work the
Lord had laid before me and that I desired of the Lord; and that I
had done my duty in organizing the High Council, through which couneil
the will of the Lord might be known on all important occasions, in the
building up of Zion and establishing truth in the earth. Bishop Partridge
stated fo the council that a greater responsibility rested upon him
than before their organization, as it was not his privilege to counsel with
any of them except the President and his own councilors.”—T%mes and
Seasons 6: 1109, and Millennial Star 15: 109,

November 28, 1834, the First Presidency presided over a council
in Kirtland that took into consideration financial matters of the church
in relation to the purchase of lands and locating the Saints, and “Presi-
dent Rigdon gave a decision,”. . . in. which the counecil concurred.”’—
Millennial Star 15: 202.

Fezbruary 14, 1835, President Joseph Smith, in a meeting “called
because God had commanded it,” directed that “the three witnesses
of the Book of Mormon” should “pray-each ome, and then proceed to. -
choose twelve men from the church, as apostles to go to all nations,
kindred, tongues, and people.” The three witnesses, viz, Oliver Cowdery,
David Whitmer, and Martin Harris, united in prayer. These three
witnesses weve then blessed by the laying on of hands of the Presi-
dency. The witnesses then according to former commandment proceeded’
to make choice of the Twelve."—Millennial Star 15: 205, 2086.

The church continued meeting from time to fime up to the 26th
of the April following, during which time the Seventy were called and or-
ganized, and they, with the Twelve, were instructed and directed
by President Joseph Smith, in respect to their authorities, and duties, and
powers, in the meantime rendering his official “decision” on peints of doc-
trine .and church government pertaining to the various officers of the
church, and on May 2, 1835, a “grand council of the priesthood was
held in Kirtland,” in which President Smith defined with clearness,
fullness, and much emphasis, the respective and relative powers, duties,
and authorities of the Twelve, seventies, high councils, and elders. (Mil-
leninl Star 15: 261, 262.) President Smith’s decision and instructions
on these occasions were official, like that of James. (Acts 15: 19, and
Galatians 2:12))

March 28, 1835, by revelation much in regard fo the authorl’cy, and
duty, and responsibility of the First Presidency of the church was made’
manifest, as will be seen by reading Doctrire and Covenants 104: 4, 5,
8, 11, 12, 14, 31, 32, 34, 35, 37, 42, and to these passages we invite the
‘careful attention of the reader, so that in what we further present may be
seen the essential agreement between the revealed word and the authen-
tic history of the church.

The First Presidency, after this, had to do in secur mg money for
printing the revelations, and tock the leading part in providing for the
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compilation and “arranging the items of the doctrine of Jesus Christ, for
the government of the church.”—Millennial Star 15: 297, 299.

In a meeting of the High Council of Kirtland, September 14, 1835,
it was decided that wages should be paid certain officers of the chureh;
that O. Cowdery “act hereafter as recorder for the church;” . .. “that
Sister Emma Smith proceed to make a selecton of sacred hymns, ac-
cording to the revelation;” and that President W. W. Phelps be appointed
to revise and arrange them for printing.” (Millennial Star 15: 308.)

September 16, 1835, Sidney Rigdon, Oliver Cowdery, and F. G.
Williams presided in a High Council, and “President Rigdon proceeded
to give his decision,” (Millenniul Star 15: 309.) :

January 18, 1836, President Joseph Smith and his counselors took
the lead in setting in order and regulating the affairs of the church in
the assembly of the various quorums, so also they did January 15, 16,
and 17. (Millennial Star 15: 581-3, 593-6.)

From January 21, 1836, to March 27, following, President Joseph
Smith and his counselors were engaged from time to time in presiding
in the councils and assemblies of the church, instructing, directing, or- -
ganizing, and preparing the priesthood for the endowment, also in coun-
seling and providing rules and regulations for the temple and in respect
to ordinations and licenses, also in presiding and ministering in the dedi-
cation of the Kirtland temple. (Millennial Star 15: 620 1o 728.)

On the 16th of June, 1836, President S. Rigdon and F. G. Williams,
presided in “the High Council assembled in the Lord’s house in Kirtltnd,”
to investigate matters of “benevolence to the poor and charity to the
church” and other financial matters. (Millennial Star 15: 743.)

April 6, 1837, the First Presidency delivered instructions on priest-
hood matters to “the official members assembled in the house of the

"Lord.” (Millennial Star 15: 849.) ;

T September, 1837, President Joseph Smith taught that no “order
of things other than those things which ye [the church] have received,
and are authorized to receive from the First Presidency,” be accepted.
(Millennial Star 16: 76.)

ISeptember 17, 1837, a “conference of the authorities of the church
and of the Saints in the House of the Lord at Kirtland . . . voted unani-
mously that Presidents Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon be requested by
this conference to go and appoint other stakes, or places of gathering.”
—Millennial Star 16: 85, 86.

“Agreeable to a resolution of the High Council, March 3, 1838, the
general authorities of the church met to hold the first quarterly confer-
ence of the Church of Latter Day Saints at Far West, on the 7th of
April, 1838, . . . Joseph Smith, jr., President.” This conference voted
“that the first presidency be appointed to sign the licenses of the official
members of the church.” (Millennial Star 16:132.) This order, in its
general features, had previously prevailed. (See Messenger and Advo-
cate 266, and Millennial Star 15: 647.) )

April 26, 1838, the First Presidency of the church, and others, were
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commanded by revelation to build up Far West, and also to build there
a temple, and saying: “Verily I say unto you, let not my servant Joseph,
neither my servant Sidney, neither my servant Hyrum, get in debt any
more for the building of an house unto my name [this will in part ex-
plain Doctrine and Covenants 106: 1 in respect to “the debts of the Pres-
idency™]; but let a house be built unto my name according to the pat.
tern which I will show unto them.”—Millennial Star 16: 147-8,

April 80, 1838, and May 1, 2, 3, and 4: “The First Presidency were
engaged in writing Church History.”—Millennial Star 16; 149,

President Joseph Smith writes, that on May 12, 1838, “President
Rigdon and myself attended the High Council for the purpose of pre-
senting for their consideration some business relating to our pecuniary
concerns. We stated to the council our situation as to maintaining our
families. . . . The couneil investigated the matter, and instructed the
Bishop to aid them to some land from the church property, and the
council “also appointed three of their number, viz, George W. Harris,
Elias Higbee, and Simeon Carter, a committee to confer with said Presi-
dency, and satisfy them for their services the present year; not for
preaching, or for receiving the word of God by revelation, neither for in-
structing the Saints in righteousness, but for services rendered in the
printing establishment, in translating the ancient records, cte. Said com-
mittee agreed that Presidents Smith and Rigdon should receive . .. a
just remuneration for their services this year.”—Millennial Star 16: 151,
1562. Those last two extracts are in accordance with Doetrine and Cove-
nants 42: 10, 19, ete.

June 28, 1838, “a conference of elders and members of the church,”
at Adam-Ondi-Ahman, Daviess County, Missouri, “was held for the pur-
pose of organizing this stake of Zion;” President J. Smith “was called to
the chair, who explained the object of the meeting, which was to organize -
a Presidency and High Council to preside over this stake of Zion and
attend to the affairs of the church in Daviess County.” John Smith was
chosen president of that stake “by the nnanimous voice of the assembly;”
and Reynolds Cahoon and Lyman Wight were chosen his counselors in
the same manner. “President John Smith then proceeded to organize
the High Counecil” of that stake. (Millennial Star 16: 81.)

President Joseph Smith in his history says:

“T received the following——revelation given July 18, 1838, making
known the disposition of the properties tithed as named in the preceding
revelation. [See Doctrine and Covenants, Section 106.] Verily, thus
saith the Lord, the time has now come that it shall be disposed of by a
council composed of the First Presidency of my church, and of the Bishop
and his council, and by my High Council, and by mine own voice unto
them, saith the Lord. Even so. Amen.”—Millennial Star 16: 183,

On Thursday, July 26, 1888:

“The First Presidency, High Council, and bishop’s court, assembled
at Far West, to dispose of the public properties of the church in the
hands of the Bishop ... ; Moved, seconded, and carried unanimously, .
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that the Bishop be authorized to pay orders coming from the East, inas-
much as they will consecrate liberally; but this is to be done under the
inspection of the First Presidency; that the First Presidency shall have
the prerogative to say, to the Bishop, whose orders shall or may be paid
by him in this place, or in his jurisdiction; that the Bishop of Zion re- -
ceive all consecrations, East, West, and South, who are not in the juris-
diction of a Bishop of any other Stakes.”—Millennial Star 16: 204,

On the duties of the Bishopric he wrote as follows
(Saints’ Herald, volume 39, pages 773 to 775.) :

Those called bishops in the various churches sinee the times of the
great apostasy from the doctrine of Christ have had varied and con-
flicting rights granted them, while divers and widely differing duties are
enjoined upon them. It is not our intention to point out what are not
the powers and duties of hishops, nor what are the various theories ex-
tant respecting these matters, but to show the harmony existing be-
.tween the rights and duties of bishops in the primitive church and in
the church organized in the latter days. Joseph the Seer, and his fel-
lows, organized the church professedly by revelation and commandment
of God, and the Saints, for that reason, should accept that organization
as being divine and for the best good of all.

The first mention in the Doctrine and Covenants which defines at
‘any considerable length the office work of bishops we find in section
41:3:

“And again, I have called my servant Edward Partridge, and give a
commandment that he should be appointed by the voice of the church
and ordained a bishop unto the church, to leave his merchandise and to
spend all his time in the labors of the chiarch, to see to all things as it
shall be appointed unte him in my laws, in the day that I shall give
them.” -

And in section 42:8, 9, 10, 11, 19, we have important information,
given as law, touching the bishopric, in these words:-

“If thou lovest me, thou shalt serve me and keep all my command-
ments. And behold, thou wilt remember the poor, and consecrate of thy
properties for their support, that which thou hast to impart unto them,
with a covenant and a deed which cannot be broken; inasmuch as ye im-
part of your substance unto the poor, ye will do it unto me, and they
shall be laid before the bishop of my church and his counselors, two of
the elders, or high priests, such as he shall or has appointed and set
apart for that purpose.

“And it shall come to pass that after they are laid before the bishop
of my church, and after that he has received these testimonies concern-
ing the consecration of the properties of my church, that they cannot be
taken from the church, agreeably to my commandments; every man shall
be made accountable unto me, a steward over his own property, or that
which he has received by consecration, inasmuch as is sufficient for him-
self and family.
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“And again, if there bh&ll be properties in the hands of the church,
or any individuals of it, more than is necessary for their support, after
this first consecration, which is a vesidue, to be consecrated unto the
bishop, it shall be kept to administer unto those who have not, from time
to time, that every man who has need may be amply supplied, and re-
_ ceive according to his wants. Therefore, the residue shall be kept in my
storehouse, to administer to the poor and the needy, as shall be ap-
peointed by the high council of the church, and the bishop and his council,
and for the purpose of purchasing lands for the public benefit of the
chureh, and building houses of worship, and building up of the New
Jerusalem which is hercafter to be revealed, that my covenant people
may be gathered in one, in that day when I shall come to my temple.
And this I do for the salvation of my people.

“And it shall come to pass that he that sinneth and repenteth not,

shall be cast out of the church, and shall not receive again that which he
has consecrated unto the poor and the needy of my church, or, in other
words, unto me; for inasmuch as ye do it unto the least of these, ye do
it unto me; for it shall come to pass that which I spake by the mouths
of my prophets shall be fulfilled; for I will consecrate of the riches of
those who embrace my gospel, among the Gentiles, unto the poor of my
people who are of the house of Isvael.
) “The priests and teachers shall have their stewardships, even as the
members, and the elders, or high priests, who are appointed to assist the °
bishop as counselors, in all things are to have their families supported
out of the property which is consecrated to the bishop, for the good of
the poor, and for other purposes, as before mentioned, or they are to
receive a just remuneration for all their services; either a stewardship,
or otherwise, as may be thought best, or decided by the counselors and
bishop. And the bishop algo, shall receive his support, or a just remu-
neration for all his services, in the church.”

In the following passage we find further evidence in respect to the
work of the bishoprie:

“It must needs be necessary, that ye save all the money that ye can,
and that ye obtain all that ye can in righteousness, that in time ye may
be enabled to purchase lands for an inheritance, even the city. The place
is not yet to be revealed, but after your brethren come from the east,
there are to be certain men appointed, and to them it shall be given to
know the place, or to them it shall be revealed; and they shall be ap-
pointed to purchase the lands, and to make a commencement, to lay the
foundation of the city; and then ye shall begin to be gathered with your
families, every man according to his family, according to his circum-
stances, and as is appointed to him by the presxden(,y and the bishop of
the church, according to the laws and commandments, w hich ye have
received, and which ye shall hereafter receive. Ewven so. Amen”—
Doctrine and Covenants 48: 2.

To the foregoing we add section 51, Doctrine and Covenants, fz‘om
which we get further evidence:
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“Hearken unto me, saith the Lord your God, and I will speak unto
my servant Edward Partridge, and give unto him directions; for it must
needs be that he receive directions how to organize this people, for it
must needs be that they are organized according to my laws—if other-
wise, they will be cut off; wherefore let my servant Edward Partridge,
and those whom he has chogsen, in whom I am well pleased, appoint unto
this people their portion, every man equal according to their families,
according to their circumstances, and their wants and needs; and let my
servant Edward Partridge, when he shall appoint a man his portion, give
unto him a writing that shall secure unto him his portion, that he shall
hold it, even this right and this inheritance in the church, until he trans-
gresses and is not accounted worthy by the voice of the church, aecord-
ing to the laws and covenants of the church, to belong to the church;
and if he shall transgress, and is not accounted worthy to belong to the
.church, he shall not have the power to claim that portion which he has
consecrated unto the bishop for the poor and the needy of my church;
therefore he shall not retain the gift, but shall only have claim on that
portion that is deeded unto him. And thus all thmgs qhall be made sure
according to the laws of the land.

“And let that which belongs to this people be appomted unto this
people; and the money which is left unto this people, let there be an
agent appointed unto this people to take the money, to provide food and
raiment, according to the wants of this people. And let every man deal
honestly, and be alike among this people, and receive alike that ye may
be one, even as I have commanded you.

“And let that which belongeth to this people not be taken and given
unto that of another church; wherefore, if another church would receive
money of this church, let thein pay unto this church again, according as
they shall agree; and this shall be done through the bishop or the agent,.
which shall be appointed by the voice of the church.

“And again, let the bishop appoint a storehouse unto this church, and
let all things; both in money and in meat, which is more than is needful
for the want of this people, be kept in the hands of the bishop. And let
him also reserve unto himself, for his own wants, and for the wants of
his family, as he shall be employed in doing this business. And thus I
grant unto this people a privilege of organizing themselves according to
my laws; and I consecrate unto them this land for a little season, until
I, the Loxd, shall provide for them otherwise, and command them to go
hence; and the hour and the day is not given unto them; wherefore let
them act upon this land as for years, and this shall turn unto them for
their good.

“Behold, this shall be an example unto my servants Edward Part-
ridge, in other places, in all churches. And whoso is found a faithful, a
just and a2 wise steward, shall enter into the joy of his Lord, and shall in-
herit eternal life. Verily, I say unto you, I am Jesus Christ, who cometh
quickly, in an hour you think not. Even so. Amen.”

Section 53:1, like section 51: 2, 3, provides for the appointment of
agents unto the church for the bishops:
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“And also to be an agent into this church in the place which shall be
appointed by the bishop, according to the commandments which shall
be given hereafter.”

And here comes the revelation alluded to:

“And let my servant Sidney Gilbert, stand in the office which I have
~appointed him, to receive moneys, to be an agent unto the church, to -
buy land in all the regions round about, inasmuch as can be in mghteou::- :
ness, and as wisdom shall direct.

“And let my servant Edward Partridge, stand in the office which I
have appeinted him, to -divide the saints their inheritance, even asg I
have commanded; and also those whom he has appointed to assis{ him.

“And now concerning the gathering, let the bishop and the agent
make preparations for those families which have been commanded to
come to this land, as soon as possible, and plant them in their inherit-
ance. And unto the residue of both elders and members, further direc-
tions shall be given hereafter. Even so. Amen.”—Doctrine and Cov-
enants 57: 2, 3, 6. '

From the following text we gather further hghu as to the rights and
duties of the bishoprie: ‘

“And I give unto my servant Sidney Rigdon a commandment that he
shall write a description of the land of Zion, and a statement of the will
of God, as it shall be made known by the Spirit, unto him; and an epistle
and subscription, to be presented unto all the churches, to obtain moneys,
to be put info the hands of the bishop, to purchase lands for an inherit-
ance Tor the children of God, of himself or the agent, as seemeth him
good, or as he shall direet. For, behold, verily I say unto you, the Lord
willeth that the disciples, and the children of men, should open their
hearts even to purchase thig whole region of country, as soon as time will
permit. Behold, here is wisdom; let them do this lest they receive none
 inheritance, save it be by the sh( dding of blood.

“And again, inasmuch as there is land obtained, let there bc work-
men sent forth, of all kinds, unto this Iand, to labor for the Saints of
God. - Let all these things be done in order. And let the privileges of
* the lands be made known, from time to time, by the bishop or the agent
of the church; and let the work of gathering be mot in haste, nor by
flight, but let it be done as it shall be counseled by the elders of the
church at the conferences, according to the knowledge which they receive
from time to time.”—Doctrine and Covenants 58: 11, 12. i

To this we add the following which shows how bishops are to be
called, set apagt, and ordained, alse the degree of priesthood they hold,
dnd before whom, if thev transgress, they are to be tued and con-
demned:

“And now concerning the items in addition to the covenants and
commandments, they are these:—There remaineth hereafter in the due
time of the Lord, other bishops to be set apart unto the chureh to min-
ister even according to the first; wherefore they shall be high priests
who are worthy, and they shall be appointed by the first presidency of
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the Melchisedek priesthood, except they be literal descendants of Aaron,
and if they be literal descendants of Aaron, they have a legal right to the
bishoprie, if they are the first born among the sons of Aaron; for the
first born holds the right of the presidency over this priesthood, and the
keys or authority of the same. No man has a legal right to this office,
to hold the keys of this priesthood, except he be a literal descendant and
the first born of Aaron; but as a high priest of the Melchisedek priest-
hood has authority to officiate in all the lesser offices, he may officiate in
the office of bishop when no literal descendant of Aaron can be found;
provided, he is called and set apart, and ordained unto this power under
the hands of the first presidency of the Melchisedek priesthood. And a
literal desecendant of Aaron, also, must be designated by this presidency,
and found worthy, and anointed, and ordained under the hands of this
presidency, otherwise they are not legally authorized to officiate in their
priesthood; but by virtue of the decree concerning their right of the
priesthood descending from father to son, they may claim their anoint-
ing, if at any time they can prove their lineage, or do ascertain it by
revelation from the Lord under the hands of the above named presi-
dency.” .

“And again, no bishop, or high priest, who shall be set apart for this
ministry, shall be tried or condemned for any crime, save it be before
the first presidency of the church; and inasmuch as he is found guilty
before this presidency, by testimony that cannot be impeached, he shall
be condemned, and if he repents he shall be forgiven, according to the
covenants and commandments of the church.”—Doctrine and Covenants
68: 2, 3. .

Here is what is said of the duties and powers of the bishop in Kirt-
land: -

~ “The word of the Lord, in addition to the law which has been given,
making known the duty of the bishop which has been ordained unto the
church in this part of the vineyard, which is verily this: to keep the
Lord’s storehouse; to receive the funds of the church in this part of the
vineyard; to take an account of the elders, as before has been com-
manded; and te administer to their wants, who shall pay for that which
they receive, inasmuch as they have wherewith to pay, that this also
may be consecrated to the good of the church, to the poor and needy; and
he who hath not wherewith to pay, an account shall be taken and handed
over to the bishop of Zion, who shall pay the debt out of that which the
Lord shall put into his hands; and the labors of the faithful who labor in
spiritual things, in administering the gospel and the things of the king-
dom unto the church, and unto the world, shall answer the debi unto the
bishop in Zion; thus it cometh out of the church, for according to the
law every man that cometh up to Zion must lay all things before the
bishop in Zion.

“And now, verily I say unto you, that as every elder in this part of
the vineyard must give an account of his stewardship unto the bishop in
this part of the vineyard, a certificate from the judge or bishop in this
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part of the vineyard, unto the bishop in Zion, rendereth every man ac-
ceptable, and answereth all things, for an inheritance, and fo be re-
ceived as 2 wise steward and as a faithful laborer; otherwise he shall
not be accepted of the bishop in Zion. And now, verily I say unto you,
let every elder who shall give an account unto the hishop of the church,
in this part of the vineyard, be recommended by the church, or churches,
in which he labors, that he may render himself and his accounts ap-
proved in all things. And again, let my servants who are appointed as
stewards over the literary concerns cf my church have claim for assist-
- ance upon the bishop, or bishops, in all things, that the revelations may
be published, and go forth unto the ends of the earth, that they also
may obtain funds which shall benefit the church in all things, that they
also may render themselves approved in all things, and be accounted as
wise stewards. And now, behold, this shall be an ensample for all the
extensive branches of my chureh, in whatsoever land they shall be estab-
lished. And now I make an end of my savings. Amen.”—Doctrine and
Covenants 72: 3, 4.

Here is further evidence: o

“And the bishop, Newel K. Whitney, also, should travel round about
and among all the churches, searching after the poor, to administer to
their wants by humbling the rich and the proud; he should alse employ
an agent to take charge and to do his secular business, as he shall di-
rect; nevertheless, let the bishop go into the city of New York, and also
to the city of Albany, and also to the city of Boston, and warn the people
of those cities with the sound of the gospel, with a loud voice, of the:
desolation and utter abolishment which awaits them if they do reject
these things; for if they do reject these things, the hour of their judg-
ment is nigh, and their house shall be left unto them desolate. Let
him trust in me, and he shall not be confounded, and an hair of his head
shall not fall to the ground unnoticed.”— Doctrine and Covenants 83: 23.

We conclude with these very explicit texts from Doctrine and Cov-
enants 104: 32-34. 40: )

“Wherefore the office of a bishop is not equal unto it [the president
of the high priesthood]; for the office of a bhishop is in administering all
temporal things: nevertheless, a bishop must be chosen from the high
" priesthood, unless he is a literal descendant of Aaron: for unless hé is a
literal descendant of Aavon he can not hold the keys of that priesthood.
Nevertheless, a high priest, that is after the order of Melchisedee, may be
set apart unto the ministering of temporal things, having a knowledge of
them by the Spirit of truth, and also to be 2 judge in Israel, to do the
business of the church, to git in judgment upon transgressors, upon testi-
mony, a8 it shall be laid before him, according to the laws, by the as-
sistance of his counselors, whom he has chosen, or will choose among
the elders of the church, This is the duty of a bishop who is not a literal
descendant of Aaron, but has been ordained to the high priesthood after
the order of Melchisedec.

“Thus shall he be 2 judge, even a common judge among the inhabi-
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tants of Zion, or in a stake of Zion, or in any branch of the church
where he shall set apart unto his ministry, until the borders of Zion are
enlarged, and it becomes necessary to have other bishops, or judges in
Zion, or elsewhere: and inasmuch as there are other bishops appointed
they shall act in the same office.

“But a literal descendant of Aaron ‘has a legal right o the presi-
dency of this priesthood, to the keys of this ministry, to act in the office
of bishop independently, without counselors, except in a case where a
president of the high priesthood, after the order of Melchisedec, is tried;
to sit as a judge in Israel. And the decision of either of these councils,
agreeably to the commandment which says: . . .

“Also the Jduty of the president over the priesthood of Aaron, is to
preside over forty-eight priests, and sit in council with them, to teach
them the duties of their office, as is given in the covenants. This presi-
-dent is to be a bishop; for this is one of the duties of this priesthood.”

We have grouped together without much comment, the foregoing
evidences as to the duties, powers, and rights of the bishopric as set
forth under the ministrations of Joseph the Seer, and from them it is ~
seen that they pertain preeminently to the temporal concerns of the
chureh, that that department has the gathering, the custedy, and the dis-
bursement of the properties of the church, subject to the law and order of
the church, and as may be directed revelation from time to time, This
view is amply and uniformly sustained by the history of the church from
1830 to 1844. Here is an extract right in point:

“The high council has been expressly organized to administer in all
her [Zion’s] spiritual affairs; and the Bishop and his council are set’
over her jtemporal matters.—Messenger and Advocate for 1835, page
187, also Millennial Star 15 284.

This high council has been organized in Clay County, Missouri, July
3, 1834, under the immediate personal administration of Joseph the Seer,
“agreeable to a revelation given at Kirtland” providing for high coun-
cils, as see Doctrine and Covenants section 99 and Millennial Star, vol-
wme 15: 109, T'imes and Seasons, volume 6: 1109,

“The High Council ¢f the Church,” over which the First Presidency
presided, was organized in Kirtland, Ohio, February 17, 1834, over four
months prior to the one organized in Zion in Missouri. This distinction ..
is essential, that the two be not confounded, for that at Kirtland was
“the high council of the seat of the first presidency,” while the other was
the high council of Zion,

But little is said in the New Testament as to the rlgh—ts and duties of
bishops beyond what relates to their qualifications, as set forth in Titus
1:7-9 and 1 Timothy 3: 1-7. The text in Titus says:

“For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not self-
willed, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy
lucre; but a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy,
temperate; holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that
he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhord: and to convince the
gainsayers.”
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© It is to be regretted that we have not more biblical testimony on
the matters under consideration, but it is with this as with the office of
deacons, etc., little can there be found defining their respective duties,
rights, powers, and grades of priesthood authority. But by going to the
history of the church for the first centuries, as written by the early
Pathers, we obtain much valuable information. Of bishops we find this
in the “History of the Christian Chureh.” by Schaff:

“The reason why the title bishop (and not presbyter) was given
afterwards to the superior officer [of a diocese.—Ed.], may be explained
from the fact that it signified, according to monumental inscripions re-
cently discovered, financial officers of the temples, and that the bishops
had the charge of all the funds of the churches, which were largely
charitable institutions for the support of widows and orphans, strangers
and travelers, aged and infirm people In an age of extreme riches and
poverty.”

In a footnote we read:

“In the long series of ecclesiastical canons and imperial edicts, the
bishops are represented especially in the light of trustees of church
property.” )

This is found on page 494-5. We have italicized the words relating
to bishops having the immediate custody and distribution of church
properties—temporalities—and this is exactly what is provided for, as
we have seen, in the revelations of God through Joseph the Seer.

It is truc, as before noticed, that the Bible furnishes but little in-
formation in respect to the powers, duties, and rights of the bishops, and
it may now be conceded that the historical evidence of the early Fathers
is mystified and greatly confused, yet some valuable testimonies are gath-
ered from them, and these are found in remarkable harmony with the
principles and rules laid down by the “choice Seer.”

When we consent to the idea that God has organized his church in
these latter days, it is proper and scriptural to expect that he will, by
revelation, command and direct when and kow and by whom that impor-
tant work shall be done, so that there may be unity, harmony and cer-
tairity in the founding and building of it. This he has done, and is do-
ing, and it is essential that all who build shall do so according to the di-
vine specifications and authorized patterns. Let us so build

Also (Swnints’ Herald, volume 40, pages 176 to 178) :

After the First Presidency, in point of time in the order of their
calling, came thé Bishop and his counselors, officers who were appointed
to have charge and direct administration of the temporal and financial
affairs of the church, under the counsel and general supervision of the
First Presidency, the High Council, the.conferences, and the immediate
word of revelation. Many items used in our article on the First Presi-
dency confirm this position, and we therefore may not in this paper
introduce some of those texts there used, but will see as we proceed.

Bishops are first mentioned in Doctrine and Covenants section 17:
16; and February 4, 1831, the Lord said to the chureh:’
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“And again, I have called my servant Edward Partridge, and give )
a commandment that he should be appointed by the voice of the church
and ordained a bishop unto the church, to leave his merchandise and to
spend all his time in the labors of the church; to see to all things as it
shall be appointed unto him in my laws, in the day that I shall give
them.”—Doctrine and Covenants 41: 3.

The Lord commanded the elders, February 4, 1831, as follows:

“Hearken, O ye elders of my church whom I have called; behold, I
give unte you a commandment, that ye shall assemble yourselves to-
gether to agree upon my word, and by the prayer of faith ye shall re-
ceive my law, that ye |may know how to govern my church and hwve. all
things right before me.””—Doctrine and Covenants 41: 1.

On the 9th of February, 1831, five days after the giving of the above
revelation, the Lord reveals these items of law concerning the Bishoprie:

“If thou lovest me, thou ghalt serve me and keep all my command-
ments. And behold, thou wilt remember the poor, and consecrate of thy
properties for their support, that which thou hast to impart unto them,
with a covenant and a deed which cannot be broken; and inasmuch as ye
impart of your substance unto the poor, ye will do it unto me, and they
shall be laid before the bishop of my church and his counselors, two of
the elders, or high priests, such as he shall or has appointed and set
apart for that purpose.

“And it shall come to pass that after they are laid before the bishop |
- of my church, and after that he has received these testimonies concern-
ing the consecration of the properties of my church, that they cannot be
taken from the church, agreeably to my commandments; every man shall
be made accountable unto me, a steward over his own property, or that
which he has received by consecration, masmuch as is sufficient for him-
self and family,

“And again, if there shall be properties in the hands of the church,
or any individuals of it, more than is necessary for their support, after
this first consecration, which is a resgidue, to be consecrated unto the
bishop, it shall be kept to administer unto those who have not, from time
to time, that every man who has need may be amply supplied, and re-
ceive according to his wants., Therefore, the residue shall be kept in
my store-house, to administer to the poor and the needy, as shall be ap-
pointed by the high council of the church, and the bishop and his council,
and for the purpose of purchasing lands for the public benefit of the -
church, and building houses of worship, and building up of the New
Jerusalem which is hereafter to be vevealed, that my covenant people
may be gathered in one, in that day when I shall come to my temple.
And this I do for the salvation of my people.

“The priests and teachers shall have their stewardships, even as the
members, and the elders, or high priests, who are appointed to assist the
bishop as counselors, in all things are to have their families supported
© out of the property which is consecrated to the bishop, for the good of
the poor, and for other purposes, as before mentioned, or they are to
receive a just remuneration for all their services; either as stwardship,
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or otherwise, as may be thought kest, or decided by the counselors and
bishop. And the bishop also, shall receive his support, or a just re-
muneration for all his services, in the church.”—Doctrine and Covenants
42:8, 9, 10, 19.

In March following, the command was given that the work of gath-
ering the Saints should be appointed “by the Presidency and the Bishop
of ithe church, according to the laws and commandments which ye have
received, and which ye shall hereafter receive,”—Doctrine and Covenants
48: 2.

In May, 1831, a very strict and explicit commandment was given for

tthe instruction of the Bishop and great responsibility laid upon him in
respect to organizing the temporal affairs committed to his frust, and he
was warned in these words:
. “Hearken unto me, saith the Lord your God, and I will speak unto
my servant Edward Partridge and give unto him divections; for it must
needs be that he receive directions how to organize this people, for it
must needs be that they are organized according to my laws—if other-
wige, they will be cut off.”—Doctrine and Covenants 51: 1.

From the above guotation we learn, that the proper administration
of the Bishopric is a very impertant matter, involving grave conditions;
and that the law and order given of God must be strictly complied with
to secure the blessing and approval of God, and that-failure to faithfully
carry out that law and order will result in harm and disaster.

Further information as to the authority, duties, and jurisdiction of
Bishops was made known August 1, 1831, in these words: '

“And ‘whoso standeth in his [a Bishop’s] mission is appointed to be
a judge in Israel, like as it was in ancient days, to divide the land of the
heritage of God unto his children, and to judge his people by the testi-
mony of the just, and by the assistance of his counselors, according to
" the laws of the kingdom wheh are given by the prophets of God.”—Doc-~
trine and Covenants 58: 4.

August, 1831, the word of the Lord by the Prophet Joseph said:

“And let my servant Edward Partridge impart of the money which I
have given him, a portion unto mine elders.”

By this text, as well as those in section 42: 8, 9, 10, 19, before quoted
" it is manifest that the Bishop is the proper custodlacn of the properties
of the church, and that he and these counselors are the immediate agents
and administrators in the distribution thereof.

December 4, 1831, the following items were given by revelation in
Kirtland:

“The word of the Lord, in addition to the law which has been given,
making known the duty of the bishop which has been ordained unbo the
church in this part of the vineyard, which is verily this: toc keep the
-Lord’s storehouse; to receive the funds of the church in this part of the’
vinevard; to take an account of the elders, as before has been com-
manded; and to administer to their wants, who shall pay for that which
they receive, Inasmuch as they have wherewith to pay, that this also
may be consecrated t¢ the good of the church, to the poor and needy;
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and he who hath not wherewith to pay, an account shall be taken and
handed over to the bishop of Zion, who shall pay the debt out of that
which the Lord shall put into his hands; and the labors of the faithful
who labor in spiritual things, in administering the gospel and the things
of the kingdom unte the church, and unto the world, shall answer the
debt unto the bishop in Zion; thus it cometh out of the church, for ac-
cording to the law every man that cometh up to Zion must lay all things
before the bishop in Zion.

“And now, verily I say unto you, that as every elder in this part of
the vineyard must give an account of his stewardship unto the bishop
in this part of the vineyard, a certificate from the judge or bishop in
this part of the vineyard, unto the bishop in Zion, rendereth every man
acceptable, and answereth all things, for an inheritance, and to be re-
ceived as a wise steward and as a faithful laborer; otherwise he shall
not be accepted of the bishop in Zion. And now, verily I say unto you,
let every elder who shall give an account unto the bishop of the church,
in this part of the vineyard, be recommended by the church, or churches,
in which he labors, that he may render himself and his accounts ap-
proved in all things. And again, let my servants who are appointed as
stewards over the literary concerns of my church have claim for as-
sistance upon the bishop, or bishops, in all things, that the revelations”
may be published, and go forth unto the ends of the earth, that they
also may obtain funds which shall benefit the church in all things, and be
accounted as wise stewards. And now, behold, this shall be an ensample
for all the extensive branches of my church, in whatscever land they
shall be established. And now I make an end of my saying. Amen.”—
Doctrine and Covenants 72:3, 4. }

In Doctrine and Covenants 104: 8, 32, 33, 34, given March 28, 1835,
it is revealed that, “The Bishop is the presidency of the Aaronic priest-
hood;” also that bishops must be “called and set apart and ordained - . .
by the hands of the presidency of the Melchisedec priesthood;” and, that
“the office of a Bishop is in administering all temporal things, . .. and
also to be a judge in Israel, to do the business of the church, to sit in
judgment upon transgressors, upon testimony, as it shall be laid before
him, according to the laws, by the assistance of his counselors,” he being
“a common judge among the inhabitants of Ziom, or in a stake of Zion,
or in any branch of the church where he shall be set apart unto this
ministry,” and also “to act in the office of Bishop independently, without
counselors, except in a case where a president of the high priesthood;
after the order of Melchisedec, ig tried, to sit as a judge in Israel.”

In January 19, 1841, some of the duties of the bishoprie are repeated
in these words concerning George Miller:

“I seal upon his head the office of a Bishopric, like unto my servant
Edward Partridge, that he may receive the consecrations of mine house,
that he may administer blessings upon the heads of the poor of my
people, saith the Lord.”-—Doctrine and Covenants 107: 8.

We now appeal to the history of the church for testimony as to how
these laws of the church were interpreted and applied under the direct
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administration of Joseph Smith, the Prophet and President of the church,
June 25, 1833, the First Presidency, in Kirtland, wrote to Bishop Part-
ridge, in Missouri, in respect to conservations, thus:

“The matter of consecration must be done by the mutual consent of
both parties; for, to give the Bishop power to say how much every man
shall have and he be obliged to comply with the Bishop’s judgment, is to
throw Zion into confusion and make a slave of the Bishop, The fact
is, there must be a balance or equilibrium of power between the Bishop
and the people, and thus harmony and good will be preserved among you.
Therefore, those persons consecrating property tc the Bishop in Zion,
and then receiving an inheritance back, must show reasonably to the
Bishop that he wants as much as he claims. But in case the two parties
cannot come to a rutual agreement, the Bishop is to have nothing to do
about receiving their consecrations; and the case must be laid before a
council of twelve High Priests, the Bishop not being one of the council,
but he ds to lay the case before them.”—Times and Seasons 6: 801; Mil-
lennial Star 14: 450. ' ‘ :

John Smith was tried before a Bishop's court; found guilty of mis-
" demeanor’ and had his “authority in the church” taken away, and on ap-
peal to the First Presidency, the latter, “as president of the High Priest-
hood,” gave their “sanction” to the judgment of the Bishop’s court under
date of July 2, 1833. (Times and Seasons 6: 802; Millenniel Star 143 451~
2.) '

When President Joseph Smith organized and set in order the High
Couneil of Zion, in Clay County, Missouri, July 3 and 7, 1834, in view
of the instructions then given “Bishop Partridge stated to the [High]
Council that & greater responsibility rested upon him then before their
organization, as it was not his privilege to counsel with any of them ex-
cept the President [D. Whitmer] and his own councillors.”—Times and
Seasons 6: 1109, Millennial Star 15: 109.

August 28, 1834, at Kirtland, “the High Council assembled, accord-
ing to the divection of Bishop Whitney, to try Briother Sylvester Smith,
charged with a misdemeanor” by President Sidney Rigdon. (Millenniel
Star 15: 170.)

In June, 1835, President Joseph Smith published the following con-
cerning Zion: ) '

“The High Council has been expressly organized fo administer in all
her, spiritual affairs, and the Bishop and his council are set over her tem-
poral affairs.”—Messenger and Advocate 137, Millennial Star 15: 284.

In a grand council of the authorities of the chorch including the
Presidencies of Kirtland and Zion, the Twelve, the High Councils of
Zion and Kirtland, the Bishops of Zion and Kirtland, the Presidency of
the Seventies, etc., assembled in Kirtland, January 13, 1886, “Elder Vin-
son Knight was nominated by the Bishop, and seconded by the Presi-
dency, . . . as a Counsellor in the Bishop’s Council in Kirtland,” was
chosen by vote, and ‘‘was then ordained under the hands of Bishop
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Newell K, Whitney to the office of High Priest and Bishop’s Counsellor.”
—Millennial Star 15: 581.

In Far West, Missouri, April 7, 1837:

“At a meeting of the Presidency of the Church in Missouri, the
High Council, Bishop and Council, it ‘was resolved that the city plat of
Far West retain its present form, ete.”—Millennial Star 15: 850,

The Bishops should travel abroad among the Saints as follows:

“At a conference of the authorities of the church, and of the Saints,
in the House of the Loxd at Kirtland, September 17, [1837,] Bishop N. K.
Whitney said the time had arrived when it became necessary for him to
travel, and he necessarily must have an agent to act in his absence agree- .
able to the provisions made in the revelations, ete., and nominated Will-
jam Marks, who was elected agent to the Bishop by unanimous vote.”—
Millennial Star 16: 85.

At a conference held in Far West, April 7, 1838—

“Bishop Partridge represented his council and the lesser priesthood,
and made a report of receipts and expenditures of church funds which
~ had passed through his hands. ”—M’zllenmal Star 16: 132.

In Far West— o
“The Bishop and High Couneil assembled at the Bishop’s ofﬁce, Apnl

12, 1838. . . . Also voted by the High Council that Oliver Cowdery be no

longer a committee to select locations for the gathering of the Saints.”

May 21, 1838, at Far West, the High Council “instructed the Bishop”
to provide for the temporal wants of the First Presidency. (Millennial
Star 16: 151-2.)

July 18, 1838, .at Far West, the Lord declared (as is provided for in
Doctrine and Covenants 42:10) that “the Bishop and his Council,” in
connection with the First Presidency and the High Council, should ad-
minister in “the disposition of the prophets tithed,” ete. (Millennial
Star 16: 183.) '

On the 26th of July, 1838, the Bishop, by the above-mentioned joint
council, received further and explicit instructions in carrying into effect
the revelation of the 18th inst. (Millennial Star 16: 204.)

Bishop Partridge was addressed by Presidents Joseph and Hyrum
Smith, from Liberty Jail, Missouri, in respect to the business concerns
of the church and other incidental matters. (Millennial Star 17: 52, 84.)

~June 18, 1839, Bishop E. Partridge, then at Quincy, Illinois, reported
to President Joseph Smith at Commerce (Nauvoo) concerning business
matters of the church. (Millennial Star 17: 276.)

July 2, 1839, Bishops Whitney and Knight accompany First Presi-
dency and others “to visit a purchase lately made by Bxshop Knight as
a location for a town.” (Millenniel Star 17: 284.)

December 1, 1839, Bishop E. Partridge, by vote of the High Council
at Nauvoo, was authorized to “publish a piece in the Times and Seasons,
informing the brethren in the West that it is improper to remove from
the West for the pumpose of locating in Krtland, Ohio.” (Millennial
Star 17: 452.) ‘

June 1840 the High Council in Nauvoo——
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“Resolved, That the funds of the eity plat shall rot be taken to pro-
vide for the Presidency and clerks, but that the Bishops be instructed o
raise funds from other sources to meet the calls made on them.”—Mil-
lennial Stur 18:8. :

March 1, 1841, Bishop V. Knight, by “proclamation” in Times and
Seasons, called on the church for tithes and offerings. (Times and Sea-
sons 2: 841.)

In Times und, Seasons the Twelve reminded the Saints that in caring
for the interests of the church, “the President and Bishops loaned [bor-
rowed] money and such things as could be obtained, and gave their ob-
- ligations in good faith for the same.”—Times and Sewsons 3: 768, Mil-

lemnial Star 19: 323-4.
' March 21, 1841—

“The lesser priesthood was organized in the city of Nauvoo . . . by
Bishops Whitney, Miller, Higbee, and Knight.”—Millennial Star 181 432,

August 20, 1842, ten bishops were assigned in Nauvoo, to as many
wards, by the High Councill—Millennial Star 19: 727.

The foregoing texts and extracts serve to show the authority, dutles,
responsibilities, and administrations of the Bishoprie, also its relation to
the First Presidency and High Council, as set forth in the law and order
of the church under the immediate administration of ‘Joseph Smith the
Seet. But upon the death of Joseph and Hyrum, the bold usurpation of
Brigham Young and his fellows changed the foregoing order of things
and deprived the Bishopric and the High Council of rights and authori-
ties conferred upon them by revelation and uniform usage from the early
days of the church. Here is a specimen:

“Let every member proceed immediately to tithe himself or herself,
2 tenth of all their property and money, and pay it into the hands of the
Twelve; or into the hands of such Bigshops as have been, or shall be
appeinted by them to receive the same, for the building of the Teomple
or ‘the support of the priesthood, according to the Scriptures, and the
revelations of God; and let them continue to pay in a tenth of their
income from that time forth, for this is a law unto the church.

. “Signed, Brigham Young,

“Nauvoo, August 15, 1844.” “Pregident of the Twelve.”

—Times and Seasons b: 619.

On calling, appointing and ordaining a very important
article was written in 1892 as follows (Saints’ Herald, volume
89, page 805) : ’ ;

In order to facilitate and effect unity in righteousness in regard to
calling, appointing, and ordaining officers in the various departments of
the church, it is well that the ministry, and the Saints generally, are anx-
ious to be governed by the Bible, Book of Mormon, and Doctrine and
Covenants, including the rules and usages provided for the church there-
under. But it is also needful that no one shall force upon the Saints his
individual construetion, opinton, or decision—his “private interpretation”
—as to what these authorities teach, and thereby put their opinions as
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proof instead of the words. Of this there is danger, and it is therefore
necessary that persons never judge in these matters until they have first
viewed them patiently and thoroughly from all proper points of observa-
tion.

No Latter Day Saint, if well informed, will question the right and
authority of the Lord to call and appoint persons to office, and direct -
their ordination, and do all this by immediate revelation and command-
ment. But in the absence of such immediate direction, all should move
calmly and wigely, for it remains a question with some as to who may
nominate, appoint, and ordain certain officers.

Provision is clearly made in the law of the church that the Bishops
may nominate and set apart their own counselors (Doctrine and Cov-
enants 42: 8), while it also provides that Bishops “shall be high priests =
who are worthy, and they shall be appointed by the first presidency of
the Melchisedec priesthood,” and must be “called and set apart, and or-
dained unto this power under the hands of the first presidency of the
Melchisedec priesthood.” Doetrine and Covenants 68: 2. See also qection
104:8. ]

The law also provides that the High Council of the church may have
its members appointed by a conference of high priests, elders, priests,
and members who may be present at the time of such appointment (Doc-
trin and Covenants 99: 3), also that seven of these councilors, in the ab-
sence of the others, “shall have power to appoint other high priests, .

whom they may consider wonthy and capable to act in the place of ab-

sent councilors.”—Paragraph 4. And it was then “voted: That when-
ever any vacancy shall occur by the death, removal from office for trans-
gression, or removal from the bounds of this [Kirtland] church govern- -
ment, of any of the above-named councilors, it shall be filled by the nom-
ination of the president or presidents and sanctioned by the voice of a
general council of high priests, covened for that purpose, to act in the
name of the church.”—Paragraph 5.

The President of the church is, by law, “appomted by revelation”
(Doctrine and Covenants 19: 1-3; 43: 1, 2; 99: 6; 105: 6, 12; 107: 39); and
his counselors are appointed after the same manner; namely, by divect
revelation (Doctrine and Covenants 80:1; 87:1, 2, 3, 5; 99:6; 107: 89);
and they are then “chosen by the body, appointed and ordained to that
office and upheld by confidence, faith and prayer of the church.”-—Doc-
trine and Covenants 104: 11.

The “twelve traveling counselors,” who “are called to be the twelve
apostles, or special witnesses of the name of Christ in all the world”
(Doctrine and Covenants 104:11), may or may not be named and se-
lected by direct revelation. Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer were
commanded to “search out the twelve” who constituted the first quorum
of twelve apostles (Doctrine and Covenants 16:6), and when these two
men selected the twelve they were assisted (as instructed by President
Joseph Smith) by Martin Harris; and doubtless these men were guided
by the Holy Spirit in making- the selection. When some of the twelve
apostalized in 1836-7, John E. Page and John Taylor were chosen mem-

'
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‘bers of the Quorum of Twelve by “the High Council of Zion” in Far
West, Missouri, December 19, 1838, and it was “Voted by the Council
that John E. Page and John Taylor be ordained to the apostleship, to
fill vacancies in the Quorum of the Twelve; when they came forward
and received their ordination under the hands of Brigham Young and
‘Heber C. Kimball.”—Millennial Star 16: 663.

On the 26th of April, 1839, at Far West, Missouri, in “a conference
held by the Twelve [five of them], High Priests, Elders, and Priests, . . .
Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page, and John
Taylor, proceeded to ordain Wilford Woodruff and George A. Smith (who
had been previously nominated by the First Presidency, accepted by the
Twelve, and acknowledged by the church), to the office of the Twelve.”
—Millennial Star 17: 167. )

April 8, 1841, at the General Conference in Nauvoo, Illinois, “Presi-
dent [Joseph] Smith observed that it was necessary that some one should
be appeointed to fill the Quorum of the Twelve [see Doctrine and Cove-
nants 107: 40], in the room of the late Elder David W. Patten; where-
upon, President Rigdon nominated Elder Lyman Wight to that office,
which was unanimously aceepted.” -

Of the method of selecting the seventy, we have this in Doctnne and
Covenants 104: 43:

“And it iy according to the vision, showing the order of the seventy,
that they should have seven presidents to preside over them, chosen
out of the number of the seventy, . . . and these seven presidents are to
choose other seventy besides the first seventy, to whom they belong.”

* In carrying the above into practice, President Joseph Smith said to
the “Grand Council” of the priesthood, May 2, 1835, “If the first seventy
are all employed, and there is a ecall for more laborers, it will be the
duty of the seven presidents of the finst seventy to call and orduin other
seventy.”—Millennial Ster 15: 261,

In the foregoing quotations we see how by special commandment,
and by the usages of the church under the immediate presidency of
Joseph the Seer (and we presume he understood his duty and authority),
the various officers mentioned were nominated, called, appointed, and or-
dained to office. The facts here presented should be carefully considered
by the Saints before judgment is made up as to what is right or wrong
in the matters under consideration,

We now go to the Bible for information, and we find that when a
successor was chosen in the office from which Judas fell, the matter of
choosing was referred by the Apostle Peter to the “hundred and twenty”
saints then present, and they selected two of their number, prayed God
to show which of these two he had chosen, then “they gave forth their
lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias.”—Acts 1:26. In this case neither
an apostle nor the entire quorum named or called or chose the candidates,
but these matters were left to the one hundred and twenty present to
determine after Peter had first described the essential qualifications need-
ful for the successor, as see verses 21 and 22.

Very soon after the above transaction, probably within a few months,
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and possibly within a few weeks, this instance of calling and choosing
officers: occurred:

“Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them,
and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and
serve tables, Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint’
over this business. But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and
to the ministry of the word. And the saying pleased the whole multi-
tude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost,
and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and
Nicholas a proselyte of Antioch; whom they set before the apostles: and
when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them.”—Acts 6: 2-6.

In the above case Peter, as formerly, was the spokesman; and here,
as in chapter 1: 21, 22, he describes the qualifications needed by the men
"about to be chosen and appointed over these financial and secular con-
cerns of the church in Jerusalem. But he places the duty and responsi-
bility of calling and choosing them upon “the multitude”—“the whole
multitude.” And it will be noticed in verse three that this was the man-
ner in which “the twelve” did provide for and “appoint” men to office.
It was their appointment because done under their counsel and direction,
the selection and choosing of the candidates having first been effected by
the body of the saints then present. Doubtless their frequent appoint-
ments of officers afterward, throughout the entire church, was accom-
plished in the same or a similar manner, except in cases where special
revelation pointed out the candidate, and even then it is probable, as in
the cases cited, that the body of the saints present had their voice as
to whether they accepted and chose such candidate, as is similarly pro-
vided in Doctrine and Covenants 17: 16, 17, which says: -

“No person ig.to be ordained to any office in this church, where there
is a regularly organized branch of the same, without the vote of that
church; but the presiding elders, traveling bishops, high counselors, high
priests and elders, may have the privilege of ordaining, where there is
no branch of the church, that a vote may be called.

Every president of the high priesthood (or presiding elder),. blShOp,
high counselor, and high priest, is to be ordained by the direction of a
high council, or general conference.”

(To be continued.)
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EARLY DAYS ON GRAND RIVER AND .
THE MORMON WAR

BY ROLLAND J. BRITTON

(Continued from page 355.)
FOURTH ARTICLE.—THE MORMON LEADERS AS PRISONERS.

Returning to the Mormon leaders, who were prisoners,
we quote Joseph Smith, jr., when we say that on November 2
1838, he, along with Sidney Rigdon, Hyrum Smith, Parley P.
Pratt, Lyman Wight, Amasa Lyman and George W. Robin--
son, were started for Independence, J. ackson County, Missouri,
and encamped at night on Crooked River, under a guard com-
manded by Generals Lucas and Wilson. (Millennial Star, vol.
18, pp. 510, 523, 525.) ' ‘

Continuing he says:

Saturday 8d [November 1838]. We continued our march and
arrived at the Missouri River, which separated us from Jackson County,
where we were hurried across the ferry when but few troops had passed.
The truth was, General Clark had sent an express from Richmond to
" General Lucas, to have the prisoners sent to him, and thus prevent our
going to Jackson County, both armies being competitors for the honor
of possessing “the royal prisoners.” Clark wanted the privilege of
. putting us to death himself, and Lucas and his troops were desirous of
exhibiting us in the streets of Independence.

Sunday 4th. We were visited by some ladies and gentlemen. One
of the women came up, and very candidly inquired of the troops which
of the prisoners was the lord whom the “Mormons” worshiped. One of
the guards pointed to me with a significant smile, and =aid, “Thig is
he,” The woman then turning to me inquired whether I professed to be
the Lord and Savior. 1T replied, that I professed to be nothing but a
raan, and a minister of salvation, sent by Jesus Christ to preach the
gospel. This answer so surprised the woman, that she began to inquire
into our doctrine, and ¥ preached a discourse, both to her and her
companions, and to the wondering soldiers, who listened with almost
breathless attention while I set forth the doctrine of faith in Jesus Christ,
and repentance, and baptism for the remission of sins, with the promise
of the Holy Ghost, as recorded in the second chapter of the Acts of the
Aypostles.

The woman was satisfied and praised God in the hearing of the soldiers,
and went away, praying that God would protect and deliver us. . Thus
was fulfilled a prophecy which was spoken publicly by me, a few months
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' previous—that a sermon should be preached in Jackson County by one
of our elders, before the close of 1838.

The troops having crossed the river about ten o’clock, we proceeded
on and arrived at Independence, past noon, in the midst of great rain,
and a multitude of spectators who had assembled to see us, and hear the
bugles sound a blast of triumphant joy, which echoed through the camp
- a8 we were ushered into a vacant house prepared for our reception,
with a floor for our beds, and bolcks of wood for our plllows,” { Millennial
Star, volume 16, p. 539.)

PERSONAL LETTER OF JOSEPH SMITH TO HIS WIFE

(The following letter written at this date by Joseph
Smith, the original of which is now in possession of Apostle
Heman C. Smith of Lamoni, Iowa, conflicts slightly with this
account as regards their treatment:) '

INDEPENDENCE, JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI, November 4, 1838.
My Dear and Beloved Companion of My Bosom, in “Tribulation and
affliction: I would inform you that I am well and that we are all of
us in good spirits as regards our own fate. We have been protected by,
the Jackson County boys in the most genteel manner, and arrived here
in the midst of a splendid parade, a little after noon. Instead of going
to goal we have a good house provided for us and the kindest treatment.
I have great anxiety about you and my lovely children.” My heart |
mourns and bleeds for the brethren and sisters, and for the slain of the
people of God. Colonel Hinkle proved to be a traitor to the church. He"
is worse than a Hull who betrayed the army at Detroit. He decoyed us
unawares. God reward him. John Corrill told General Wilson that he
was going to leave the church. General Wilson says he thinks much
less of him now than before. Why I mention this is to have you careful
not to trust them. If we are permitted to stay any time here we have
obtained a promise that we may have our famniilies brought to us. What
God may do for us I do not know, but I hope for the best always in all
circumstances. Although I go into death I will trust in God. What
outrages may be committed by the mob I know not, but expect there
will be little or no restraint. Oh! May God have mercy on us.
‘When we arrived at the river last night an express came to General
Wilson from General Clark, of Howard County, claiming the right of
command, orderirig us back, where or what place, God only knows;
and there are some feelings between the officers. I do not know where
it will end. It is said by some that General Clark is determined to
exterminate. God has spared some of us thus far, perhaps he will ex-
tend mercy in some degree toward us yet. Some of the people of this
place have told me that some of the Mormons may settle in this county
as other men do. I have some hopes that something may turn out for
good.to the afflicted Saints. I want you to stay where you are until
you hear from me again. I may send for you to bring you to me. I
cannot learn much for certainty in the situation that I am in, and can
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only pray for deliveramce until it is meted out, and take everything as it
comes with patience and fortitude. I hope you will be faithful and true
to every trust. I can’t write much in my situation. Conduct all mat-
ters as your circumstances and necessities require. May God give you
wisdom and prudence and sobriety, which I have every reason to believe
he will. Those little children are subjects of my meditation contin-
ually. Tell them that father is yet alive. God grant that he may see
them again. Oh! Emma, for God’s sake do not forsake me nor the
truth, but remember me. If I do not meet you again in this life, may
God grant that we may—may we meet in heaven. I cannot express my
" feelings; my heart is full. Farewell, O my kind and affectionate Emma.
I am yours forever, Your husband and true friend,
JosepH SMITH, jr.

" General Clark. arrwed at Far West with one thousand six hundred
men, and five hundred more were within eight miles of the city. Thus’
Far West has been visited by six thousand men in one week. When the
militia of the city (before any were taken prisoners) amounted only to
about five hundred, whose arms having been secured, the mob continued

-to hunt the brethren like wild beasts, and shot several, ravished the
women, and killed one near the city; no Saint was permitted to go in or
~out of the city, and they lived on parched corn.

. General Clark ordered General Lucas, who had previously gone to
Adam-ondi-Ahman with his troops, to take the whole of the men of the
Mormons prisoners and place such a guard around them and the town
as will protect the prisoners and secure them until they can be dealt
with properly, and secure all their property, till the best means could
be adopted for paying the damages the citizens had sustained.

Monday, 5th. We were kept under a small guard and were treated
with some degree of hospitality and politeness, while many flocked to see
us. We spent most of our time in preaching and conversation, explan-
atory of our doctrines and practice, which removed mountains of preju-
dice and enlisted the populace in our favor, notwithstanding their old
hatred and wickedness towards our society.

The brethren at Far West were ordered by General Clark to form
a line, when the names of fifty-six persons were called and made prison-
ers to await their trial for somethmg they knew not. They were kept
under a closa guard.

Shortly after our arrival in Jackson County, Colonel Sterhng
Price (afterward General Price of Confederate fame), from the army
of General Clark, came with orders from General Clark, who was
commander-in-chief of the expedition, to have us forwarded forthwith to
Richmond. Accordingly on Thursday morning we started with three
guards only, and they had been obtained wiith great difficulty, after
laboring all the previous day to get them. Between Independence and
Roy’s Ferry, on the Missouri River, they all got drunk, and we got
possession of their arms and horses. It was late in the afternoon, near
the setting of the sun. We traveled about half a mile after we crossed
the river and put up for the night. :

Friday 9th This morning there came a number of men, some of
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them armed. Their threatenings and savage appearance were such as
to make us afraid to proceed without more guards. A messenger was
therefore dispatched to Richmond to obtain them. We started before
their arrival, but had not gone far before we met Colonel Price with a
gnard of about seventy-four men, and were conducted by them to Rich-
mond and put into an old vacant house, and a guard set.

Some time through the course of that day General Clark came in
and we were introduced to him. We inquired of him the reason why we
had been thus carried from our homes, and what were the charges
against us. He said that he was not then able to determine, but would
be in a short time; and with very little more conversation, withdrew.

Some time after he had withdrawn Colonel Price eame in with two
chains in his hands and a number of padlocks. The two chains he
fastened together. He had with him ten men, armed, who stood at the
time of these operations with a thumb upon the cock of their guns. .

They first nailed down the windows, then came and ordered a man
by the name of John Fulkerson, whom he had with him, to chain us
together with chains and padlocks, being seven in number. :

After that he searched us, examining our pockets to see if we had any,
arms. Finding nothing but pocket knives he took them and conveyed them
off.

Saturday 10th. . . . General Clark had spent his time since our
arrival in Richmond in searching the laws to find authority for trying
us by court martial. Had he not been a lawyer of eminence I should
have supposed it no very difficult task to dccide that quiet, peaceful,
unoffending and private citizens too, except as ministers of the gospel,
were not amendable fo a military tribunal, in a country governed by
civil laws. But be this as it may, General Clark wrote the governor
in part as follows: ‘

“Detained General White and his field officers here a day or two, for
the purpose of holding a court martial, if necessary. I thiz day made
out charges against the prisoners and called on Judge King to try them
as a committing court; and I am now busily engaged in procuring wit-
nesses and submitting facts. There are no civil.officers in Caldwell.
I have to use the military to get witneses from there, which I do without
reserve. The most of the prisoners here I consider guilty of treason;
and I believe will be convicted; and the only difficulty in the law is,
can they be tried in any county but Caldwell. If not, they cannot be
there indicted, until a change of population. In the event this latter
view is taken by the civil courts, I suggest. the propriety of trying Jo
Smith and those leaders taken by General Luecas, by a court martial

- for mutiny. This I am in favor of only as a dernier resort. I would
have taken this course with Smith at any rate; but it being doubtful
whether a court marital hag jurisdiction or not in the present case—
that is, whether these people are to be treated, as in time of war, and
the mutineers as having mutinied in time of war-—and I would here ask
you to forward to me the Attorney General’s opinion on this point. It
will not do to allow these leaders to veturn to their treasonable work
again, on account of their not being idicted at Caldwell. They have
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committed treason, murder, arson, burglary, robbery, larceny, and per-
jury.

Sunday, 11th. While in Richmond we were under the charge of
Colonel Price from Chariton County, who suffered all manner of abuse
to be heaped upon us. During this time my afllictions were great and
our situation was truly painful.

iGeneral Clark informed us that he would turn us over to the civil
authorities for trial, and so

Joseph Smith, jun.
Hyrum Smith,
Sidney Rigdon,
Parley P. Pratt,
Lyman Wight,
Amasa Lyman,
George W. Robinson,
Caleb Baldwin,
Alanson Ripley,
Washington Voorheese,
Sidney Turner,
John Buchanan,
Jacob Gates,
Chandler Holbrook,
George W. Harris,
Jesse D. Hunter,
Andrew Whitlock,
Martin C. Allred,
William Allred,
George D. Grant,
Derwin Chase,
Elijah Newman,
Alvin G. Tippets,
Zedekiah Owens,
Isaac Morley,
Thomas Beck,
Moses Clawson

John T. Tanner,
Daniel Shearer,
Alexander McRae,
Elisha Edwards,
John S. Higbee,
Ebenezer Page,
Benjamin Covey,
Ebenezer Robinson,
Lyman, Gibbs,
Joseph W. Younger,
Henry Zabraki,
Allen J. Stout,
Sheffield Daniels,
Silas Maynard,
Anthony Head,
Benjamin Jones,
Daniel Carn,

John T. Ear],
Norman Shearer,
James M. Henderson,
David Pettegrew,

- BEdward Partridge,

Francis Higbee,
David Frampton,
George Kimball, and
Daniel 8. Thomas

were brought before Austin A. King, at Richmond, for trial, charged
with the several crimes of high 'treason against the State, murder,
burglary, arson, robbery, and larceny.

Monday, 12th. The first act of this court was %o send out a body
of armed men without a civil process, to obtain witnesses. (Milleniul
Star, volume 16, pp, 556, 557.)

PERSONAL LETTER OF JOSEPH SMITH JUNIOR T(O HIS WIFE
At this time Joseph Smith, jr., wrote his wife as fol-
lows:

" My Dear Emmea: We are prisoners in chains and under strong
guards for Christ’s sake, and for no other cause, although there have
been things that are unbeknown to us and altogether beyond our control
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that might seem to the mob to be a pretext for them to perescute us;
but on examination I think that the authorities will discover our inno-
cence and set us free; but if this blessing cannot be obtained, I have this
consolation, that I am an innocent man, let what will befall me. I
received your letter, which I read over and over again; it was a sweet
morsel to me. Oh God, grant that I may have the privilege of seeing
once more my lovely family in the enjoyment of the sweets of liberty
and social life; to press them to my bosom and kiss their lovely cheeks
would fill my heart with unspeakable gratitude. Tell the ¢hildren that
I am alive, and trust I shall come and see them before long. Comfort
their hearts all you can, and try to be comforted yourself all you ean.
There is no possible danger but what we will be set at liberty if justice
¢an be done, and that you know as well as myself. The trial will begin
to-day for some of us. Lawyer Reese, and we expect Doniphan, will
plead our cause. We could get no others in time for the trial. They’
are able men and will do well no doubt.

Brother Robinson is chained next to me; he has a true heart and a
firm hand. Brother Wight is next, Brother Rigdon next, Hyrum next, Par-
ley next, Amasa next; and thus we are bound together in chains, as well
as cords of everlasting love. We are in good spirits and rejoice that we are
counted worthy to be persecuted for Christ’s sake. Tell little Joseph -
he must be a good boy. Father loves him with a perfect love; he is
the eldest—must not hurt those that are smaller than he, but care for
‘them. Tell little Fredervick father loves him with all his heart; he is
a lovely boy. Julia is a lovely little girl; I love her also. She is a
promising child; tell her father wants her to remember him and be a
good girl, Tell all the rest that I think of them and pray for them all.
Brother Babbitt is waiting to carry our letters for us. Colonel Price is
inspecting them; therefore my time is short. Little Alexander is on
my mind continually. O, my affectionate Emma, I want you to remember
that I am a true and faithful friend to vou and the children forever.
My heart is entwined around yours foréver and ever. O, my God, bless
you all. Amen. I am your husband, and in bonds and tribulation, ete.

JosePH SmirH, Jun.
To Emma Smith, ’

P. 8. Write as often as you can, and if possible come and see me,
and bring the children if possible. Act according to your own feelings
and best judgment, and endeavor to be comforted if possible, and I trust
that all will turn out for the best. Yours. J. 8. :

Continuation of Diary of Joseph Smith, Junior.

Tuesday, 13th, We were placed at bar, Austin A. King presiding,
and Thomas J. Burch, State’s attorney. Witnesses were called and sworn
‘at the point -of the bayonet. '

Doctor Sampson Avard was the first brought before the court. He
had previously told Mr. Oliver Olney that if he (Olney) wished to save
himself, he must swear hard against the heads of the church as they
were the ones this court wanted to criminate; and if he could swear
bard against them; they would not (that is, neither court nor mob)
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disturb him. “I intend to do it,” said he, “in order to escape, for if I
do not, they will take my life.”

This introduction is sufficient to show the character of his testimony,
and he swore just according to the statement he made, doubtless think-
ing it was a wise course to ingratiate himself into -the good graces of
the mob. (Millennial Star, volume 16, pp 557, 558.)

That about four months ago, a band called the daughters of Zion,
sinece called Danite band, was formed of the members of the Mormon
church, the original object of which was to drive from the County of
Caldwell all those who dissented from the Mormon Church, in which
they succeeded admirably, and to the satisfaction of those concerned.

I consider Joseph Smith, junior, as a prime mover and organizer
of this Danite band.

The officers of the band, according to their grades, were brought
before him at a school house, together with Hiram Smith and Sidney
Rigdon; the three composing the First Presidency of the whole church.
Joseph Smith, junior, blessed them, and prophesied over them, declaring -
that they should be the means, in the hands of God, of bringing forth
the millenial kingdom. Tt was stated by Joseph Smith, junior, that it
was necesary that this band should be bound together by a covenant,
that those who revealed the secrets of the society should be put to
death.

The covenant taken by all the Danite band was as follows, to-wit:
They declared, holding up their right hands, in the name of Jesus Christ
the Son of God, “I do solemnly obligate myself ever to conceal and never
to reveal the secret purposes of this society, called the Daughters of
Zion; should I ever do the same, I hold myself as the forfeiture.” The
prophet, Joseph Smith, jun., together with his two counselors, Hiram
Smith and Sidney Rigdon, were considered as the supreme head of the
church; and the Danite band felt themselves as much bound to obey
them, as to obey the supreme God. e

Instruction was given to the Damte band by Joseph Smith, jun.,
that if any of them should get into difficulty, the rest should help him

“out, and that they should stand by each other, right or wrong; and
that this instruction was given at a public address delivered at a Danite
meeting. As for Joseph Smith, junior, and his two counselors, the
witness does not know that they ever took the Danite oath. He knows
all the rest of the defendants to be Danites, except Sidney Tanner,
Andrew Whitlock, Zedekiah Owens, Thomas Rich, John J. Tanner,
 Daniel 8. Thomas, David Pettigrew, George Kemble, Anthony Head,
Benjamin Jones, and Norman Shearer. At the election last August a
report came to Far West that some of the brethren in Daviess were
killed. I called for twenty volunteers to accompany me to Daviess to
see into the matter. I went, and about one hundred and twenty Mormons
accompanied me to Adam-ondi-ahman, Mr. Joseph Smith, junior, in
the company. When we arrived there I found the report exagerated;
none were killed. We visited Mr. Adam Black; about one hundred and
fifty or two hundred of us armed. Joseph Smith, junior, was esmmander,
and if Black had not signed the paper he did, it was the common under-
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standing and belief that he would have shared the fate of the dissenters.
Sidney Rigdon and Lyman Wight were at Adam when we went to
Black’s and advised the movement of the prisoners. I do not recall -
that Parley P. Pratt, Caleb Baldwin, Washington Vories, Sidney Tanner,
John Buchannan, Jacob Gates, Chandler Holbrook, George W. Harris,
Jesse D. Hunter, Andrew Whitlock, Martin C. Alred, William Alred,
George Grant, Elizah Newman, Oliver L. Tiffets, Zedekiah Owens, Isaac
Morley, Thomas Rich, Moses Clawson, John J. Tanner, Daniel Shearer,
Daniel 8. Thomas, Elisha Edwards, John S. Higby, Ebenezar Page,
Benjamin Covey, Lyman Gibbs, James M. Henderson, David Pettigrew,
Edward Partridge, David Frampton, George Kemble, Joseph W. Younger,
Henry Zabrisky, Allen J. Stout, Sheffield Daniels, Silas Manard, Anthony
Head, Benjamin Jones, Daniel Carn, John T. Eare, and Norman Shearer
were with us on the expedition to Daviess County.

As regards the affair at DeWitt, I know little personally; but I
~ heard Mr. Sidney Rigdon say they had gone down to DeWitt, where it
was said a mob had collected to wage war upon the Mormons residing
in Carroll County, and that Joseph Smith, junior, with his friends, went
down to DeWitt to give aid and help to his brethren. The company was
armed, as I presume. Hiram Smith was one in the company, and George
W. Robertson also. Amas Lyman went to see what was going on.
1 heard the above named persons say they were in Hinkle's camp at
DeWitt several days, except Amas Lyman. I know not that he was
at DeWitt. When the Mormons returned from DeWitt, it was rumored -
that a mob was collecting in Daviess. Joseph Smith, junior, the Sunday
before the late affair in Daviess, at a church meeting, gave notice that
he wished the whole country collected on the next Monday at Far West;
where he said (or the Sunday before, I don’t recollect which) that all
who did not take up arms in defense of the Mormons of Daviess should
be considered as tories, and should take their exit from the county.
At the meeting on Monday, where persons met from all parts of Cald-
well County, Joseph Smith, junior, took the pulpit, and delivered an
address, in which he said, that we had been an injured people, driven
violently from Jackson County; that we had appealed to the governor,
magistrates, judges, and even to the President of the United States,
and that there had been no redress for us; and that now a mob was about
to destroy the rights of our brethren in Daviess County; and that it was
high time that we should take measures to defend our rights. In this-
address he related an anecdote about a captain who applied to a Dutch-
man to. purchase potatoes, who refused to sell. The captain charged
his company several different times, not to touch the Dutchman’s po-
tatoes. In the morning the Dutchman had mot a potato left in his
patch. This was in reference to our touching no property on our expe-
dition to Daviess that did not belong to us; but he told us that the
children of God did not go to war at their own expense.

A vote was taken whether the brethren should then embody and go
out to Daviess to attack the mob. This question was put by the Prophet,
Joe Smi.a, and passed unanimously, with a few exceptions.

Capiains Patton and Branson were appointed commanders of the
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Mormons, by Joseph Smith, junior, to go to Daviess. He frequently
called these men generals. I once had a command as an officer, but he,
Joseph Smith, junior, removed me from it, and I asked him the reason,
and he assigned that he had another office for me. Afterwards Mr.
Rigdon told me I was to fill the office of surgeon, to attend to the sick
and wounded. After we arrived at Diahmond, in Daviess, a council was
held at night, composed of Joseph Smith, junior, George W. Robertson,
Hiram Smith, Captains Patton and Branson, Lyman Wight, Present R.
Cahoon, P. P. Pratt, and myself, and perhaps Mr. Kemble. President
Rigdon was present; a correspondence was kept up between him and
Joseph Smith, junior. I heard Rigdon read one of the letters from
Smith, which, as I remember, was about as follows: That he knew,
from prophecy and from revelation of Jesus Christ, that the enemies of
the kingdom were in their hands, and that they should succeed. Rigdon
on reading the letter said it gave him great consolation to have such
authority that the kingdom of God was rolling en. ;

In the above-referred-to council, Mr. Smith spoke of the grievances
we had suffered in Jackson, Clay, Kirtland, and other places; declared
that, in future, we must stand up for our rights as eitizens of the .
United States, and as Saints of the most high God, and that it was
the will of God we should do so, and that we should do so; and that
we should be free and independent; and that, as the State of Missouri
and the United States would not protect us, it was time that we should
rise, as the Saints of the most high God, and protect ourselves, and take
the kingdom; and Lyman Wight observed that before the winter was
over he thought we would be in Saint Louis and take it.

Smith charged them that they should be united in supporting each .
other. Smith said, on some oceasion, that one should chase a thousand,
and two put ten thousand to flight; that he considered the United States
rotten. He compared the Mormon Church to the little stone spoken of
by the Prophet Daniel, and that the dissenters, first, was part of the
image, and the State next, that should be destroyed by this little stone.
The council was called on to vote the above measures, and were unani-
mous in favor of them. .

On the next day, Captain Patton, whe was called by the Prophet,
Captain Fearnaught, took command of a body of armed men, about
one hundred, and told them he had a job for them to do, and that the
work of the Lord was rolling on, and that they must be united. He
then led his troops to Gallatin, saying, he was going to attack the mob
there. He made a rush into Gallatin, dispersed the few men there, and
took the goods out of Stolling’s store, and took them to Diashmond;
and I afterwards saw the storehouse on fire, and when we returned to
Diahmond, the goods were deposited in the Lord’s storehouse, under the
care of Bishop Vincent Knight. Orders were given that all the goods
should be put in the Lord’s storehouse. Joseph Smith, junior, was at
Diahmond, giving directions about things in general connected with
the war. When Patton returned from Gallatin, to Adam-ondi-Ahman,
the goods were divided, or apportioned out among those engaged; and
these affairs were conducted under the superintendency of the First
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Presidency. A part of the goods were brought to Far West, under the
care of Captain Fearnaught. On their arrival President Rigdon and
others shouted the hosannas to the victory. On the day Patton went to
Gallatin, Colonel Wight went to Mill Port, as I understood. I saw a
great many cattle, beds, furniture, etc., brought into our camps. After
we returned to Far West, the troops were constantly kept in motion,
and there was a council held at President Rigdon’s house to determine
who should be chiefs. It was determined that Colonel Wight should .be
commander-in-chief at Diahmond; Branson, captain of the flying horse
of Daviess; Colonel Henckle should be commander-in-chief of the Far
West troops; Captain Patton, of the cavalry of the flying horse; and
that the prophet, Joseph Smith, junior, should be commander-in-chief
of the whole kingdom. The council was composed of Joseph Smith,
junior, Capbain Fearnaught, alias Patton, Hinkle, and Colonel Wight
and President Rigdon.

The obJect of this council was, in furtherance of the scheme [proposed
in council in Daviess County, referred to above.

After the council, Fearnaught disputed as to the chief command of
the Far West troops, and had a small altercation about it with Hinkle;
but Smith proposed-that they agree to disagree, and go on for the good
of the kingdom. The troops were kept together until the militia eame’
out lately. There were about from five to eight hundred men, as I
suppose, under arms. It was about the time the militia came out
lately to Far West under General Lucas, that our prophet assembled
the troops together at Far West, into a hollow square and addressed
them; and stated to them that the kingdom of God should be set up, and
should never fall, and for every one that we lacked in number in amount
of those who came against us, the Lord would send angels who would
fight for us, and we should be victorious. After the militia had been
near Far West awhile, in an address, Smith said that those troops were
militia, and that we were militia, too, and both sides clever fellows; and’
that he advised them to know nothing of what had passed; to say
nothing, and to keep dark; that he, Smith, had forgotten more than he
then knew. After it was ascertained that the militia had arrived, in-
telligence was immediately sent to Diahmond, to Colonel Wight. Next
-morning, Colonel Wight arrived in Far West with about one hundred
mounted. and armed men. The troops were constantly kept prepared,
and in a situation to repell attack. The evening the militia arrived near
Far West, it was the general understanding in the Mormon camp that -
they were militia legally called out; and, indeed, previous to the arrival
of the militia, it was ascertained that there were militia on their way to
Far West. ‘Some months ago, I received orders to destroy the papers
concerning the Danite Society, which order was ‘issued by the First
Presidency, and which paper, being the constitution for the government
of the Danite Society, was in my custody, but which I did not destroy;
it is now in General Clark’s possession. I gave the paper up to General
Clark after I was taken prisoner. I found it in my house, where I had
previously deposited it, and I believe it had never been in any person’s
possession after I first received it. This paper was taken into President
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Rigdon’s house, and read to the First Presidency, Hiram Smith being
absent, and was unanimously adopted by them as their rule and guide
in future. After it was thus adopted, I was instructed by the council
to destroy it, as if it should be discovered, it would be considered treason~
able. This constitution, after it was approved by the First Presidency,
was read article by article, to the Danite band, and unanimously adopted
by them. This paper was drawn up about the time that the Danite band
was formed. Since the drawing of the paper against the deserters, it
was, that this constitution of the Danite band was drafted; but I have
no minutes of the time, as we were directed not to keep written minutes;
which constitution above referred to, is as follows:

Whereas, in all bodies, laws are necessary for the permanency,
safety, and well-being of the society, We, the members of the society of
the Daughters of Zion, do agree to regulate themselves under such laws
as, in righteousness, shall be deemed necessary for the preservation of
our holy religion and of our most sacred rights and the rights of our
wives and children,

But, to be explicit on the subject, it is especially our object to
support and defend the rights conferred on us by our venerable sires,
who purchased them with the pledges of their lives; their fortunes, and
sacred honors; and now, to prove ourselves worthy of liberty conferred .
on us by them, in the providence of God, we do agree to be governed by
'such laws as will perpetuate these high privileges, of which we know
ourselves to be the rightful possessors, and of which privileges, wicked
and designing men have tried to deprive us by all manner of evil, and
that purely in consequence of the tenacity we have manifested in the
discharge of our duty towards our God, who had given us those rights
and privileges, and a right in common with others, to dwell on this
land. But we, not having the privileges of others allowed unto us,
have determined, like unto our fathers, to resist tyranny—whether it be
in kings or in people, it is all alike unto us, our rights we mus t have,
and our rights we shall have, in the name of Israel’'s God. .

“Article 1. All power belongs, originally and legitimately, to the
people, and they have a right to dispose of it as they shall deem fit. But,
ag it is inconvenient and impossible to convene the people in all cases,
the legislative powers have been given by them, from time to time, into
the hands of a representation, composed of delegates from the people
themselves. This is, and has been the law, both in civil and religious -
bodies, and in the true principal.

“Article 2. The executive power shall be vested in the president-of
the whole church, and his counselors,

“Article 8. The legislative powers shall reside in the president
and his counselors, together, and with the generals and colonels of the
society. By them, all laws shall be made, regulating the society.

. ““Article 4. All offices shall be, during life and good behavior, or to
be regulated by the law of God.

“Article 5. The society reserves the power of electing all its officers,
with the exception of aids and clerks, which the officers may need,
in their various stations. The nominations to go from the presidency to
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his second, and from the second, to the third in rank, and so down
through all the various grades; each branch, or department, retams
the power of electing its own particular officers.

“Article 6. Punishments shall be administered to the guilty, In
accordance to the offence, and no member shall be punished without
law, or by any others than those appointed by law for that purpose.
The legislature shall have power to make such laws, regulating punish-
ments, as in their judgment should be wisdom and righteousness.

“Article 7. There shall be a secretary, whose business it shall be to
keep all the legislative records of the society, and also to keep a register
of the name of every member of the society; alse, the rank of the officers.
He shall also communicate the laws to the generals, as directed by laws
made for the regulation of such business by legislature.

“Article 8. All officers shall be subject to the commands of the
captain-general, given through the secretary of war; and so, all officers
shall be subject to their superiors in rank, accordmg to the laws made
for that purpose.”

In connection with the grand scheme of the prophet, his preachers
and apostles were instructed to preach, and to instruct their followers
(who are estimated in Europe and America, at about 49,000) that it
was their duty to come up to the stake, called Far West, and to possess
the kingdom; that it was the will of God that they should do so, and
that the Lord would give them power to possess the kingdom. There
was another writing, drawn up in June last, which had for its object
to get rid of the dissenters, and which had the desired effect. Since that
time, and since the introduction of the scheme of the prophet, made.
known in the above constitution. I have heard the prophet say that it
was 2 fortunate thing that we got rid of the dissenters, as they would
have endangered the rolling. on of the kingdom of God, as introduced,
and to be carried into effect, by the Danite band; and they (the dissent-
ers) were great obstacles in the way; and that, unless they were removed
the aforesaid kingdom of God could not roll on, This paper against the
dissenters was drafted by Sidney Rigdon, and is as follows:

FAR WEST, June—, 1838.

To Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, John Whitmer, W11ham W.
Phelps, and Lyman E. Johnson, greeting:

“ Whereas, the citizens of Caldwell County have born with the
abuse received from you, at different times and on different occasions,
until it is no longer to be endured, neither will they endure it any
longer, having exhausted all the patience they have, and conceive that to
bear any longer is a vice instead of a virtue; we have born long and
suffered incredibly, but we will neither bear nor suffer any longer and
the decree has gone forth, from our hearts, and shall not return to us
void; neither think, gentlemen, that in so saying we are trifling with
either you or ourselves, for we are not. There are no threats from you—
no fear of losing our lives by you, or by anything you can say or do,
will restrain us; for out of the country you shall go, and no power shall
save you; and you shall have three days, after you receive this, our
communication to you, including twenty-four hours in each day, for
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you to depart, with your families, peaceably; which you may do, un-
disturbed by any person; but, in ‘that time, if you do not depart, we
-will use the means in our power o cause you to depart; for go you
shall; we will have no more promises to reform, as you have.already done,
and in every instance violated your promise, and regarded not the
covenant which you have made, but put both it and us at defiance.
We have solemnly warned you, and that in the most determined manner,
that if you did not cease that course of wanton abuse of the citizens of
this county, that vengeance would overtake you, sooner or later, and
_ that when it did come, it would be as furious as the mountain torrent,
and as terribe as the beating tempest—but you have affected to dispise
our warnings, and passed them off with a sneer, or a grin, or a threat,
and pursued your former course and vengeance sleeps not, neither does
it slumber, and unless you heed us this time, and attend to our request,
it will overtake you at an hour when you do not expect, and at a day
“ when you do not look for it; and for you there shall be no escape for
there is but one decree for you, which is, Depart, depart, or else a more
fatal calamity shall befall you,

“After Oliver Cowdery had been taken by a State’s warrant for
stealing, and the stolen property found concealed in the house of William
W. Phelps, in which nefarious transaction John Whitmer had also a
participation, Oliver Cowdery stole the property, conveyed it to John
Whitmer, and John Whitmer to William W. Phelps, and there the
officers of the law found it. While in the hands of the officer, and under
an arrest for this vile transaction, and, if possible, to hide your shame
from the world, like criminals, which indeed you were, you appealed to .
our beloved president, Joseph Smith, junior, and Sidney Rigdon; men
whose characters you have endeavored to destroy by every artifice
you could invent, not even the basest lying excepted; and did you find
them revengeful? No, but notwithstanding all your scandalous attacks,
still such was the nobleness of their characters, that even vile enemies
could not appeal to them in vain. They enlisted, as you well know,

- their influence to save you from your just fate, and théy, by their in-
fluence, delivered vou out of the hands of the officer. While you were
pleading with them, you promised reformation—you bound yourselves
by the most solemn promises, that you would never be employed again,
in abusing any of the citizens of Caldwell; and by such condescensions |
did you attempt to escape the workhouse. But now, for the sequel. Did
you practice the promised reformation? You know you did not! but,
by secret efforts continued to praetice your iniquity, and secretly to
. injure their characters, notwithstanding their kindness to you. Ave
such things to be borne? You, yourselves, would answer that they
are insufferable, if you were to answer according to the feelings of your
own hearts. As we design this paper. to be published to the world, we ,
will give an epitome of your scandalous conduct and treachery for the
. last two years. We wish to remind you that Oliver Cowdery and David
Whitmer were among the principal of those whoe were the means of
gathering us to this place, by their testimony which they gave concerning
the plates of the Book of Mormon—that they were shown to them by an
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angel, which ‘testimony we believe now, as much as before you had so
scandalously disgraced it, you commenced your wickednes by heading a
party to disturb the worship of the Saints in the first day of the week, .
and made the house of the Lord, in Kirtland, to be the scene of abuse .
_and slander, to destroy the reputation of those whom the church had
appointed to be their teachers, and for no other cause, only that you were
not the persons. The Saints in Kirtland, having elected Oliver Cowdery
to be a justice of the peace, he used the power of his office to take their
most sacred rights from them, and that contrary to law. He supported a
parcel of blacklegs, in disturbing the worship of the Saints, and when
the men whom the church had chosen to preside over the meetings, en-
deavored to put the house to order, he helped—and by the authority of
his justice’s office to—those wretches to continue their confusion, and
threatened the church with prosecution for trying to put them out
of the house, and issued writs against the Saints for endeavoring to
sustain their rights, and bound them, under heavy bonds, to appear
before his honor, and required bonds which were both inhuman and un-
lawful; and one of those was the venerable father who had been ap-
pointed by the church to preside—a man of upwards of seventy years
of age, and notorious for his peaceable habits, Oliver Cowdery, David
Whitmer, and Lyman E. Johnson, united with a gang of counterfeiters,
thieves, liars, and blacklegs of the deepest dye, to deceive, cheat, and de-
fraud the Saints of their property, by every act and stratagem which
wickedness could invent; using the influence of the vilest persecutors,
to bring vexatious law suits, villainous prosecutions, and even stealing
not excepted. In the midst of this career, for fear the Saints would
seek redress at their hands, they breathed out threatenings of mobs,
and actually made attempts with their gang to bring mobs upon them.
Oliver Cowdery and his gang, such of them as belonged to the church,
were called to an account by the church for their iniquity. They con-
fessed repentance and were again restored to the church. But the very
first opportunity, they were again practicing their former course. While
their wickedness was going on in Kirtland, Cowdery and his company
were writing letters to Far West, in érder to destroy the character of
every person that they thought was standing in their way; and John
Whitmar and William W. Phelps were assisting to prepare the way to
throw confusion among the Saints of Far West. During the full career
of Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer’s bogus money business, in-
formation got abroad into the world that they were engaged in it, and
several gentlemen were preparing td commence a prosecution against
Cowdery. He finding it out, took with him Lyman E. Johnson and fled
to Far West with their families, Cowdery stealing a property, and
bringing it with him, which has, within a few weeks past, been obtained.
by the owner, by means of a search warrant, and -he was saved from
the penitentiary by the influence of two influential men of the place.
He also brought notes with him, upon which he had received pay, and
had promised to destroy them, and made an attempt to sell them to Mr.
Arthur of Clay County. And Lyman E. Johnson, on his arrival re-
- ported that he had a note of one thousand dollars against a principal

i
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man in this church, when it is a fact that it was a palpable falsehood,
and he had no such thing, and he did it for the purpose of injuring his
character. Shortly after Cowdery and Johnson left Kirtland for Far
* West, they were followed by David Whitmer, on whose arrival a
general system of slander and abuse was commenced by you all, for the
purpose of destroying the characters of certain individuals, whose influ-
ence, and striet regard for righteousness, you dreaded, and not only
yourselves, but your wives and children, led by yourselves, were busily
- engaged in it. Neither were you content with slandering and vilifying
here, but you kept up continual correspondence with your gang of ma- -
rauders in Kirtland, encouraging them to go on with their iniquity,
which they did to perfection, but swearing false, to injure the characters
and property of innocent men; stealing, cheating, lying, instituting
vexatious lawsuits, selling bogus money, and also stones and sand for
bogus; in which nefarious business, Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer,
and Lyman E. Johnson were engaged while you were there. Since you
arrived here, you have commenced a general system of the same kind of
conduct in this place. You set up a nasty, dirty, pettifogger office,
pretending to be judges of the law; when it is a notorious fact that you
are profoundly ignorant of it, and of every other thing which is
" caleulated to do mankind good; or if you knew it, you take good care
never to practice it; and in order io bring yourselves into notice, you
. began to interfere with all the business of the place, trying to destroy
the character of our merchants, and bring their creditors upon them,
and break them up. In addition to this, you stirred up men of a weak
mind to prosccute one anobher, for the vile purpose of getting a fee
for a pettifogger from them. '
“You have also been threatening, continually, to enter into a general
system of prosecuting, determined, as you said, to pick a flaw in the
titles of those who have bought city lots and built upon them, not that
vou can de anything but cause vexatious law suits. And amongst the
most monstrous of all your abominations, we have evidence, which when
called upon we can produce, that letters sent to the post office, in this
place, have been opened, read, and destroyed, and the person to whom they
were sent never obtained them; thus ruining the business of the place.
We have evidence of a very strong character, that you are at this very
time engaged with a gang of counterfeiters and coiners, and blacklegs,
and some of these characters have lately visited our city from Kirtland,
and told what they had come for, and we know assuredly, that if we
suffer you to continue, we may expect, and that speedily, to find a
general system of stealing, counterfeiting, cheating, and burning of
property, as in Kirtland, for so are your associates carrying on there
at this time, and that encouraged by you, by means of the letters you
send ‘continually to them; and to crown the whole, you have had the
audacity to threaten wus, that if we offered to disturb you, you would
get up a mob from Clay and Ray Counties. For this insult, if nothing
else, and your threatening to shoot us, if we offered to molest you, we
- will put you from the county of Caldwell—so help us God!”
{The above was signed by some eighty-four Mormons.)
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About the time the dissenters fled, President Rigdon preached a ser-
mon from the text, “Ye are the salt of the earth; but if the salt have
lost its savor, wherewithal shall it be salted?” etc.; commonly called,
“The Salt Sermon,” in which the dissenters were called the salt which
had lost its savor and that they should be trampled upon and driven
out by the Saints, which was well understood by the Danites as a
part of their duty to do. When General Lucas’s men marched up to
Far West, Smith told me (as I understood him) that he had said to
one of the militia captains not to come any farther, as he might get
into danger. Smith, after erecting his bulwark, asked me if I did not
think him pretty much of a general? I answered in the affirmative. We
were advised, all the time, to fight valiantly, and that the angels of the
Lord would appear in our defense, and fight our battles.

In reference to Bogart’s battle, I know but little personally. As
to the start of the troops to fight Bogart, I was called upon to go along
with the company, which was commanded by Patton as surgeon; this
was about midnight; but as I thought a little sleep would do me more
good than fighting, I remained at home. On the morning of the fight, .
about six o’clock, I was called upon by a Mr. Emmet, who informed me
that Captain Fearnaught was wounded mortally. I went to Patton,
about three miles, as I understood, from the battle ground, where 1
found Joseph Smith, junior, present, laying hands on the wounded, and
blessing them, to heal them. A Mr. O. Bannion was alsc there, mortally
wounded. I heard the following of the prisoners say he was in the ﬁgh’c,
to wit, Norman Shearer.

] I never heard Hirum Smith make any inflammatory remarks, but
I have looked on him as one composing the first presidency; acting in
“concert with Joseph Smith, junior; approving by his presence, acts, and
conversations, the unlawful schemes of the presidency. I "neve‘r saw
Edward Partridge and Isaac Morley, two of the defendants, take any
active part in the above massaeres testified to by me; and I have heard
Joseph Smith, junior, say he considered Partridge a coward, and back-
ward, and ought to be forced out. I was continually in the society or
company of the presidency, receiving instructions from them as to the ~
teachings of the Danite band; and I continually informed them of my
teachings; and they were well appraised of my course and teachings
ix the Danite society.
‘The followmg of the defendants were in 'che last expedltion to-

Daviess County:

Joseph Smith, jun., . Moses Clawson,

Hiram Smith, Alexander McKay,

P. P. Pratt, , John S. Higby,

Lyman Wight, - ‘ Ebenezer Page,

George W. Robertson, James M. Henderson,

Alison Kipiey, Edward Partridge,
Washington Vories, Francis Higby,

Jacob Gates, . Joseph W. Younger,

George Grant, Henry Sabrigky (doubtful),
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Darwen Chase, James H. Rawlins,
Maurice Phelps, James Newberry (doubtful),
And further this deponent saith nof, .
: (Signed SAMPSON AVARD.)
CONTINUATION OF THE DIARY OF JOSEPH SMITH
The following witnesses were examined in behalf of the State,
many of whom, if we may judge from their testmlony, sworn upon the
same principle as Avard, namely:

Wyatt Cravens, Nehemiah Sale,

Captain Samuel Bogart Morris Phelps,

John Corrill,, Robert Snodgrass,
George Walton, George M. Hinkle,

James C. Owens, Nathaniel Cary,

Abner Scovell, ' John Cleminson, .
Reed Peck, © James C. Owens—re-examined,
Wilborn Splawn, . Thomas M. Odle,

John Raglin, - Allen Rathburn,

Jeremiah Myers, Andrew F. Job,

Freeborn H. Gardner, Burr Riggs,

Elisha Camron, Charles Bleakley,

James Cobb, Jesse Kelly,

Addison Price, ' Samuel Kimball,

William W, Phelps, - John Whitmer,

James B. Turner, George W. Worthington,
Joseph H. McGee, John Lockhart,

Porter Yale, Benjamin Slade,

Eyra Williams, Addison Green,

John Taylor, Timothy Lewis,

Patrick Lynch,

Sunday eighteen we were called upon for our witnesses, and we gave
the names of some forty or fifty. Captain Bogart was dispatched with
a company of militia to procure them. Arrested all he could find, thrust
them into prison, and we were not allowed to see them.

We were again called upon most tauntingly for witnesses, We
gave the names of some others, and they were thrust into prison, so .
many as were to be found.

In the meantime, Malinda Porter, Delia F. Pine, Naney Rigdon,
Jonathan W. Barlow, Thoret Parsons, Ezra Chlpman, and Arza Judd,
jun., volunteered and were sworn on the defense, but were prevented by
threats from telling the truth as much as possible.

We saw a man at the window by the name of Allen, and beckoned
for him to come in and had him sworn; but when he did not testify
to please the court, several rushed upon him with their bayonets, and
he fled the place, and three men took after him with loaded guns, and
" he barely escaped with his life. It was no use to get any more witnesses
if we could have done it. ' '

Thus the mock investigation continued from day to day, till Satur-
day, when several of the 'brethz‘en were discharged by Judge King, as
follows:
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“Defendants against whom nothing is proven, viz:

Amasa Lyman, . - John Buchanan,
Andrew Whitlock, ; Alvah L. Tippets,
Jedediah Owens, . Isaac Morley,
John T. Tanner, Daniel 8. Thomas,
Elisha Edwards, : Benjamin Covey,
David Frampton, ~ Henry Zabriski,
Allen J. Stout, Sheffield Daniels,
Silas Maynard, ) Anthony Head,
John T. Earl, ' ' ‘Ebenezer Brown,
James Newberry, Sylvester Hulet,
Chandler Holbrook, - Martin Allred,

William Allred, S

“ The above defendants were discharged by me, there being no

ev1dence against them. ’
AvsTiN A. KiNg, Judge, ete.” November 24 1838,

Our church organization was converted by the testimony of the
apostates into a temporal kingdom which was to fill the Whole earth
and subdue all other kingdoms.

Much was inquired of the judge (who by the by, was a Methodlst)
concerning the prophecy of Daniel, “In the days of ‘these kings shall
the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall break in pieces all
other kingdoms, and stand forever,” etc; “and the kingdom and the
greatness of the kingdom, under the whole heaven, shall be given to the
saints of the Most High,” etc. just as though it was treason to believe
in the Bible.

[Wednesday, 281 .

“The remmnmg prisoners were all released or adml’cted to ball

except:

Lyman Wight, ) Caleb Baldwin,./ ;
Hyrum Smith, Alexander McRae,
Sidney Rigdon, and myself, - (Joseph Smith, jun),

who were sent to Liberty, Clay County, to jail, to stand our trial for ~
treason and murder—the treason for having whipped the mob out of
Daviess County and taking their cannon from them; and the murder for
the men killed in the Bogart battle; also

Parley P. Pratt, . Morris Phelps,

Laman Gibbs, , Darwin Chase,

Norman Shearer,

who were put into Richmond jail to stand thelr trial for the same
crimes:

During the investigation, we were mostly conﬁned in chains and
received much abuse.

The matter of driving away w1tnesses, or casting them into prison,
or chasing them out of the country, was carried to such a length that
our lawyers, General Doniphan and Amos Reese, told us not to bring
our witnesses there at all; for if we did there would not be one of them
left for our final trial; for no sooner would Bogart and his men know
who they were than they would put them out of the country. )

s
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As to making any impression on King, if -a cohort of angels were
to come down and declare we were clear, Doniphan said it would be all
the same for he (King) had determined fzom the beginning to cast
us into prison.

We never got the privilege of introducing our witnesés at all; if
we had, we could have disproved all they swore(Millennial Star, vol. 16,
pp. 558, 565.) .
‘ EDITORIAL, NOTE

Brackets are ours. The Avard testimony quoted above is
reprinted from Senate Document 189, published in 1841, A
review of this document occurs in the JOURNAL or HISTORY for

October, 1917, volume 10, page 44. From it we quote as fol-
lows:

Judge Elias ngbee before the United Stateq Sena{)e in behnlf of
the committee reports in part as follows:

“Mr. Linn said he had written to Missouri to get all the evidence
taken before Judge King, so that if the thing must come up he was
prepared to have a full investigation of the matter, and that the com- .
mittee should have power to send for persons, papers, ete.

In my remarks I stated that an article of the Constitution was
violated in not granting compulsory process for witnesses in behalf of
the prisoners; and that the main evidence adduced, upon which they were
committed (as I understood), was from Doctor Avard, who once belonged:
to our society, and was compelled to swear as suited them best, in order
to save his life; that I knew him to be a man whose rharacter was the
worst I ever knew in all my associations of intercourse with mankind;
and that I have evidence by affidavits before them, or of five or six.
respectable men, to prove that all he swore to was false.

H. H. S.
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THE REORGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

BY HEMAN C. SMITH
EDITORIAL NOTE

(An article with this heading was found among the papers
of Heman C. Smith which we reprint as it bears directly upon
the question of the legal succession of the church now of inter-
est in connection with afﬁdawts desired of our missionaries to

foreign fields.)

This church claims to be the legal successor and lawful
continuation of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints organized by Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery and four
others at Fayette, Seneca County, New York, April 6, 1830.

When Joseph Smith, its first president, was assassinated
June 27, 1844, the church broke into many parties and fac-
tions, but in 1852 and following years these scattered ele-
ments, many of them, met and formed a union, hence the pre-
fix “Reorganized” in the name.

This contention as to legal successorship has been. ap—
proved several times in the courts in litigation where property '
rights were involved.

In 1880 in order to quiet the title of the Kirtland, Ohio,
temple property, the Reorganized Church sued the church in -
Utah, commonly known as the Mormon Church over which
John Taylor then presided, and all other persons having color
of title. The case came on for hearing in the court of com-
mon pleas, Lake County, Ohio, L. S. Sherman judge, and on
February 23, 1880, the decision was rendered, which reads in
part as follows: - : o

That there was organized on the 6th day of April, 1830, at Palmyra
[Fayette], in the State of New York, by Joseph Smith; a religious so-
ciety, under the name of “The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints,” which in the same year removed in a body and located in Kirt-
land, Lake County, Ohio; which said church held and believed, and was
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founded upon certain well defined doctrines, which were set forth in the
Bible, Book of Mormon, and book of Doctrine and Covenants.

That on the 11th day of February, A. D. 1841, one William Marks
and his wife, Rosannah, by warranty deed, of that date, conveyed to said
Joseph Smith as sole trustee-in-trust for the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, being the same church organized as aforesaid, the
lands and tenements described in the petition and which are described as
follows: ~ .

[The description of the land is omitted.—EDITORS.] ,

And upon said lands said church had erected a church edifice known
as the temple, and were then in the possession and oceupancy thereof for
religious purposes, and so continued until the disorganization of said
church, which occurred about 1844. That the main body of said religious
society had removed from Kirtland aforesaid, and were located at Nau-~
voo, Illinois, in 1844, when said Joseph Smith died, and said church was
disorganized and the membership (then being estimated at about 100,-
000) scattered in smaller fragments, each claiming to be the original
and true church before named, and located in different States and places.

That one of said fragments, estimated at ten thousand, removed to
the territory of Utah under the leadership ‘of Brigham Young, and lo-
cated there, and with accessions since, now constitute the church in Utah,
under the leadership and presidency of John Taylor, and is named as one
of the defendants in this action.

That after the departure of said fragment of said church for Utah,
a large number of the officials and membership of the original church
* which was disorganized at Nauvoo, reorganized under the name of the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and on the
5th day of February, 1872, became incorporated under the laws of the
State of Illinois, and since that time all other fragments of said original
church (except the one in Utah) have dissolved, and the membership has
largely become incorporated with said Reorganized Church, which is the
plaintiff in this action. .

That the said plaintiff, the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, is a religious society, founded and organized upon
the same doctrines and tenets, and having the same church organization,
as the original Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, organized
in 1830, by Joseph Smith, and was organized pursuant to the constitu-
tion, laws and usages of said orviginal church, and has branches located .
in Illinois, Ohio, and other States. ‘ '

That the church in Utah, the defendant of which John Taylor is
president, has materially and largely departed froin the faith, doctrines,
laws, ordinances, and usages of said original Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, and has incorporated into its system of faith the doc-
trines of celestial marriage and a plurality of wives, and the doctrine of
Adam-god worship, contrary to the laws and constitution of said original
church. ' .

And the court do further find that the plaintiff, the Reorganized
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Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, is the true and_iaﬁvful )
continuation of, and successor to the said original Church of Jesus Christ °
of Latter Day Saints, organized in 1830, and is entitled in law to all its
rights and property. )

In 1894 in a case in the circuit court of the United States -
for the western division of the western district of Missouri,
in which the Reorganized Church was complainant and in
which the title to the Temple Lot in Independence, Missouri,
was involved Judge John F. Philips handed down the follow-
ing decree:

Decree will go in favor of complainant, establishing the trust in its
favor against respondents, removing the cloud from the title, enjoining -
réspondents from asserting title to the property, and awarding the pos-.
session to the complainant.

In this last case the point* of succession was thoroughly
canvassed. Though a superior court subsequently enjoined
the complainant from taking possession on account of laches
the ﬁndings of Judge Philips on the question of title was not
disturbed. ‘ ,

The" foregoing decisions not only clearly establish the
claims of the'Reorganizéd Church to being the original church,
but also explain the circngtances under which the prefix
" Reorganized was made a part of the name. The decision of
Judge Sherman also clearly sets forth that the doctrine of
polygamy was an unlawful addition to. the doctrine and was
not an original tenet of the church. It is therefore and has
ever been denounced as corrupt and false by the Reorganized
Church. Further light on that poiht will appear in epitome of
faith attached to this article,

~ The Utah faction for many years officially recognized
polygamy, and openly proclaimed it as a tenet of faith, but in
1890 the then president of the church, Wilfred Woodruft, is-
sued a manifesto in which he counseled that no more mar-
riages be solemnized contrary to the laws of the land. This
was approved by the church in.conference assembled, but not-
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withétanding this prohibition some cases of violation have
" been proven and admitted. They also mtez*pret this to mean
only the solemmization of the rites of marriage and *hold ‘that
it does not apply to marriages which had been solemnized be-
fore the date of the manifesto, and hence those who had
polygamous wives at that time are at liberty to continue in
that relation to them. This they are openly and confessedly
doing. Those who are thus living in polygamous relations at
the present time includes their president Joseph F. Smith and
several others of the leading authorities. ; ‘
In 1842 by request of Honorable John Wentworth, editor.
and proprietor of the Chicago Democrat Joseph Smith wrote
an epitome of the faith of the church which was published in
sa%d periodical. It reads as follows:

We believe in God, the eternal father, and in his Son, Jesus Christ,
and in the Holy Ghost.

We believe that men will be punished for their own sins, and not for
Adan’s transgression.

We believe that through the atonement of Christ all mankind may
be saved by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel.

We believe that these ordinances are, 1, Faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ; 2, Repentance; 3, Baptism by immersion for the remission of
sing; 4, Laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost.

We believe that a man must be called of God by “prophecy. ahd by
‘laying on of hands” by those who are in authority to preach the gospel '
and administer in the ordinances thereof. .

We believe in the same organization that existed in the prlmltxve
church; viz: Apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists, ete.

We believe in the gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions, heal-
ing, interpretation of tongues, ete.

We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated
correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God.

We believe all that God has revealed, all that he does now reveal,
and we believe that he will yet reveal many great and important things
pertaining to the kingdom of God. i

We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restora’clon
of the ten tribes. That Zion will be built upon this continent. That
Christ will reign personally upon the earth, and that the earth will be
renewed and receive its paradisaic glory.

We claim the privilege of worshiping almighty God according to the
‘ditcates of our conscience, and allow all men the same privilege, let
them wor shlp how, where, or what they may.
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We believe in being subjeet to kings, presidents, rulers, and mag-
istrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law.

We believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and
in doing good to all men; indeed we may say that we follow the admoni-
tion of Paul, “We believe all things, we hope all things,” we have en-
dured many things, and hope to be able to endure all things. If there
is anything virtuous, lovely, or of good report or praiseworthy, we seek
after these things. '

This is indorsed Withoutvreserv‘atiOn by the Reorganizéd
Church and on account of subsequent issues the following has
been added to the declaration of faith:

We believe that marriage is ordained of God; and that the law of
God provides for but one ¢ompanion in wedlock, for either man or wo-
man, except in case of death or where the contract of marriage is
broken by transgression.

We believe that the doctrines of a plarality and a commumty of
wives are heresies, and are opposed to the law of God. The Book of
Mormon says: “Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and hearken to the
word of the Lord: For there shall not any man among you have save it
be onre wife, and concubines he shall have none, for I, the Lord God, de- |
lighteth in the chastity of women. And whoredoms are an abomination
before me, saith the Lord of Hosts.”—Jacob 2: 38-41,

We believe that in all matters of controversy upon the duty of man
toward God, and in reference to preparation and fitness for the world to
- ‘come, the word of God should be decisive and the end of dispute; and
that when God directs, man should obey.

We believe that the religion of Jesus Christ, as taug*ht in the New
Testament scriptures, will, if its precepts are accepted and obeyed, make
men and women better in the domestic circle, and better citizens of town,
county and state, and consequently better fitted for the change which
cometh at death. '

We believe that men should worship God in “Spirit and in truth,”
and that such worship does not require a violation of the constitutional
law of the land.
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PERSONNEL OF LEADING QUORUMS

Revised by Heman Hale Smith from article in Journal,
' vol. 8, pp. 110-115.

FIRST PRESIDENCY

Since the organization of this quorum in 1833 there have
been three presidents, viz:

Joseph Smith, the Seer. e 1833-1844
Joseph Smith, his son........_. e e 1860-1914
Frederick M., Smith oo 1914-

The latter is the present incumbent.

There have been five persons. in this quorum known as
ﬁrst counselors, viz: ,

Sidney Rigdon.... ... ... e eemmeeenne e een e 1833-1844

William Marks. .. oo 1863-1872
William W. Blair.....oo _1873-1896
Alexander H. Smith . . .1897-1902
. Frederick M. Smith ... _...1902-1914
Elbert A. Smith.... ... e e 1914-

Of these, one, viz, Sidney Rigdon, continued in office until
the rejection of the church in 1844.
‘ Two, William Marks and William W, Blair, died in oﬁice
One, viz, Alexander H. Smith, was released to occupy as
- presiding patriarch. Frederick M. Smith became president
of the church, _ : ’
Seven have acted as second counselors, viz:

Frederick G. Williams...........__.____ 1833-1837
Hyrum Smith. ... USSR 1837-1841"
William Law . . SN .1841-1844
David H., Smith..._.. e 1873-1885
Edmund L. Kelley....:..:..______ ... 1897-1902
Richard C. BEvans.........meee... 1902-1909

Elbert A. Smith o 1909-1914
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Of these, two, Frederick G. Williams and William Law,
the church refused to sustain. )

One, Hyrum Smith, was released to act as presiding -
patriarch. : V ‘

Three, David H. Smith, Edmund L. Kelley (who was only
chosen to occupy temporarily), and Richard C. Evans, were
released.

. Elbert A. Smith was called as second counselor until 1914-

at which time Frederick M. Smith became president and El-
bert A. Smith was retained as counselor without further des-

ignation., ,
THE QUORUM OF TWELVE

There have been fifty-nine men occupying in this quorum
since its organization in 1835: o
1. Thomas B. Marsh......... e oot e 1835-1838

1.
2. David W. Patten ...oooeeeieeeei.. 1835-1838
3. Brigham Young.... ..o 1835-1844
4. Heber C. Kimball. ..o, 1835-1844
5. Orson Hyde.. ... .. e 1835-1844
6. William E. MeLellin ..o 1835-1838 °
7. Parley P. Pratt...... ... 1835-1844
8. Luke S. Johnson.... S ....1835-1838
9. William Smith oo 1835-1844
10. Orson Pratt.........._. e 1835-1844

11. John F. Boynton ... . ....1835-1838
12. Lyman E. Johnson. . . ‘ .1835-1838
18. John B. Page ..o ......1838-1844
14. John Taylor......... oo 1838-1844

15, Wilford Woodruff . ..o 1838-1844
16, George A. Smith....ooooooo 1838-1844
17. Willard Richards....cooooomeoooeeeee. e 1840-1844
18. Lyman Wight ..o, - ...1841-1844.
19. Jason W. Briggs. .o 1852-1883

)
<

. Zenos H. Gurley, sr..... A .-1853-1871
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B2,

Henry H. Deam.................
22. Reuben Newkirk .. ... : 18521873
23. Daniel B. Razy............ .....1853-1873
24, John Cunningham......_... .. ... 1853-1854
25. George White. .. ool 1853-1859
26. David Newkirk ... .. 1855-1865
27. William W, Blair ... 1858-1873
28. Samuel Powers.... ... .o S 1855-1873
29. Edmund C. Briggs. . moicreerccenoen.. 1860-1902
30. James Blakeslee ... e -......1860-1866
31. John Shippy. .o 1860-1868
32. Charles Derry......... e e 1865-1870
33. Josiah Ells........ LSS 1865-1885 -
-84, William H. Kelley.... oo e .1873-1913
85. Thomas W. Smith...._._......._... .....-1873-1894
36. James Caffall.... ... e 1873-1902
37. John H. Lake............. S I ...1873-1902
38. Alexander H. Smith ... ... e 1873-1897
39. Zenos H, GuUrley, Jr e 1874-1885.
40. Joseph R. Lambert................ e 1873-1902
41. James W. Gillen..._.. e n e n e erenene 1887-1900
42. Heman C. Smith ... 1888-1909
43. Joseph Luff_.. . ... e 1887-1909
44, Gomer T. Griffiths. ... 1887-
45, Tsaac N. White...... . e enn s 1897-1918
46. John W, Wight .. 1897-1913
47. Richard C. Evans. ... oo 1897-1902
48. Peter Anderson................ e 1901-
49. Frederick A. Smith._.___.__ .. 1902-1913
50. Francis M, Sheehy. ... 1902-
51. Ulysses W. Greene.............oooo i 1902-
Cornelius A. Butterworth. ... .. ... ... 1902-
68. John W. Rushton..___.______.. 1902-
54 1909-
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55. Robert C, Russell. . il 1909-
56. James E. Kelley ..o 1913-1917
57. William M. Aylor. ... ... ... S— 1918-
58, Paul M. Hanson. oo 1913-
59. James A, Gillen. oo 1913-

, Of these, twelve, viz, Thomas B. Marsh, William E, Me-
Lellin, Luke S. Johnson, John F. Boynton, Lyman E. Johnson,
Jason W. Briggs, Henry H. Deam, John Cunningham, George
White, David Newkirk, John Shippy, and Zenos H. Gurley,
jr., the church refused to sustain.

Seven, viz, David W. Patten, Zenos H., Gurley, sr., Samuel
‘Powers, James Blakeslee, Josiah Llls, Thomas W, Smith and
James E. Kelley, died in office. :

Twelve, viz, Brigham Young, Heber C. Klmball Orson
Hyde, Parley P. Pratt, William Smith, Orsoanratt John E.
Page, John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, George A. Smith, Wil-
lard Richards, and Lyman Wight, were occupying at the rejec-
tion of the church in 1844, ‘

Three, viz, Reuben Newklrk Damei B. Raz:y and Wllham
“H. Kelley, were released. :

Three, viz, William W. Blair, Alexander H Smith, and
and Richard C. Evans, were ordained to the First Presidency.

Seven, viz, Edmund C. Briggs, John H. Lake, Alexander
H. Smith, J oseph R. Lambert Isaac N. White, John W. W1ght
and Frederick A. Smith, were ordained patriarchs, the latter
to succeed his father as presiding patriarch,

Two, viz, Charles Derry and James W. Gillen, 1e51gned

One, James Caffall, de31gnated as patrla,rch but de-
clined.

One, Heman C. Smith, released to act as Church Histo- -
rian.

One, viz, J oseph Luff, released to act as Church Phym—
cian,

Eleven, viz, Gomer T. Griffiths, Peter Anderson, Francis
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M. Sheehy, Ulysses W. Greene, Cornelius A. Butterworth,
John W. Rushton, James F. Curtis, Robert C. Russell, Wil-
liam M. Aylor, Paul M. Hanson, and James A. Gillen, consti-
tute the quorum as it is at present organized.

PRESIDENTS OF SEVENTY

Since the organization of the First Quorum of Seventy in
1835 therg have been forty-six persons occupied as presidents
of Seventy:

1. Hazen Aldrich. .o e 1835-1837 .
2. Joseph W. Young ... 1835-1844 -

8. Levi W. Hancoel. ... e 18351844
4. Leonard Rieh. ... ..1835-1837

5. Zebedee Coltrin.. ... . .. R 1835-1837

6. Lyman Sherman.. . ..o 1835-1837

7. Sylvester Smitho .o 1835-1837

8. John Gould ... . . 1837-1837
- 9. James Foster ... 1837-1844
10. - Daniel S, Miles. ... 1837-1844
11. Josiah Butterfield. .. .. .. ... S 1837-1844
12. Salmon Gee ... 1837-1838
13. John Gaylord. ... ... et 1837-1838
14. Henry Herriman.. ... 1838-1844
15. Zera Pulsipher.. oo 1838-1844
16. Archibald M. WilSey...oooooowooeeeee... .. 1860-1873
17. William D. Morton.... ..o 1860-1878-
18. George Ravick ... oo 1860-1873
19. John A. MeIntosh. .. oo 1860-1869
20. Crowell G. Lamphear. ... ... ... 1860-1879
21. James Blakeslee............... April, 1860-October, 1860
22. Edmund C. Briggs....oocooveee. April, 1860-October, 1860
28. Charles W. Wandell ... . 1873-1875
24, Duncan Campbell... ... S 1875-1901
25. Edmund C. Brand..._... . 1875-1890
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26. Glaud Rodger. oo 1880-1884
- 27. John S, Patterson......... 1885-1887 -
28. John T. Davies..... ... 1885-1900
29, James W, Gillen........o. i 1885-1887
30. Heman C. Smith............._. e e 1885-1887
81. Columbus Seott. oo 1885-1915
32 Isaac N. White ... . 1888-1897
83. John C. FO8S e -.....1888-1906
34. Robert J. Anthony . ... e 1889-1899
85. James McKiernan ... .. e 1891-1916
36. Francis M. Sheehy. ... S -1897-1900
37. Hyrum O. Smith...._..._.. —— ..1900-1913
88. James F. Mintun ... 1900-1917
39, Warren B, Peak ... ... 1900-1917
40. Romanan Wight .. 1902-1909
41, Thomas C. Kelley........ e et 1906-
42. John Arthur Davies.......ooooeee 1909-
43. Arthur B, Phillips e 1913~
44. Elmer E. Long oo 1916-
45. James T. Riley. .. 1916-
46. James W. Davis... oo 1918-

Of these, seventeen, viz, Hazen Aldrich, Leonard Rich,
Zeébedee Cotrin, Lyman Sherman, Sylvester Smith, John
Gould, Archibald M. Wilsey, William D. Morton, George
Rarick, John A. McIntosh, Crowell G. Lamphear, Duncan
Campbell, John T. Davies, Francis M. Sheehy, Hyrum O.
Smith, Warren E. Peak, and James ¥. Mintun, vacated to oc-
cupy in the High Priests’ quorum.-

"Seven, viz, Joseph W. Young, Levi W. Hancock, James-
Foster, Daniel S. Miles, Josiah Butterfield, Henry Herriman,
and Zera Pulsipher, were occupying at the reJectlon of the
church in 1844, .

Three, John Gaylord, Salmon Gee, and John S, Patter-
son, the church failed to sustain.
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Five, viz, James Blakesleé Edmund C. Briggs, James W.
Gillen, Heman C. Smith, and Isaac N. White, were ordamed
apostles of the Quorum of Twelve.

‘Four, viz, Charles W. Wandell, Edmund C. Brand, Glaud
Rodger, and Robert J. Anthony, died in office.

Two, viz, John C. Foss, James F. Mintun, were superan-
~ nuated. .

Three, viz, Romanan Wight, Columbus Scott, and James
McKiernan, resigned.

Six, viz, Thomas C. Kelley, John Arthur Davies, Arthur
B. Phillips, James W. Davis, James T. Riley, and Eimer E.
Long, are the present incumbents,

PRESIDING BISHOPS

There have been six presiding bishops since the calling
of the first one in 1831: ' ,
1. Edward Partridge ... S 1831-1840

2. George Miller. .. .o 1841-1844
3. Israel L. Rogers............... S 1860-1882
4. George A. Blakeslee.. ... . . 1882-1890
5. Edmund L. Kelley. ..ol ..1890-1916
6. Benjamin R, McGuire ... . 1916-

Of these Edward Partridge and George A. Blakeslee died
in oﬁice
George Miller was in ofﬁce at the time of the rejection of
the church in 1844, »
Israel L. Rogers resigned and Edmund L. Kelley was re-
leased.
BISHOP’S COUNSELORS

FFourteen men have served as counselors:

1. Tsaac Morley ... 1831-1833, 1837-1839
2. John Corrill o 1831-1833 -
3. Parley P. Pratt o 1833-1835
4. Titus Billings.. oo 1833-1839
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5. William Aldrich ... 1866 1869
6. Philo Howard™® ... e 1866-1873
7. Elijah Banta.... .. 1873-1874
8. David Dancer ... 1878-1882
9. Henry Stebbins... .. 1875-1882
10. Elijah Banta .. . 1882-1891
11. Edmund L. Kelley ..o oL 1882-1890
. 12. George H, Hilliard. ... O ... 189141912
18. Edwin A, Blakeslee ... 1891-1916

14, James F, Kier ..o .. 1916-
* Not ordained. _ ‘
Three of these died while serving, viz, William Aldrich,
Philo Howard, and George Hilliard, o ;
Four of these resigned, viz, Elijah Banta (twice), David
Dancer, Henry Stebbins, and Edwin A. Blakeslee. '
One, Edmund L. Kelley became Presiding Biahop.
One, Isaac Morley, was ordained a stake bishop.
One, Parley P. Pratt, became an apostle.
Two, John Corrill, and Titus Billings, left the church.
- Of the counselors from 1839-1844, we have found no
record. ‘ o
The present Presiding Bishopric is Benjamin R. McGuire,
and James F, Kier.
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MEMOIRS OF EXPERIENCES OF THE WORK
IN ONTARIO, CANADA

BY JOHN SHIELDS

I believe I told you that I Would give incidents in my
early religious experience leading up to and perhaps conneeted
with my uniting with this church.

I was born May 24, 1859, near Arthur in Wellington-
County. My father’s name was William and my mother.
Mary. The autumn I was past two years my parents moved
to Mulmur township, then in Simcoe County, some two miles
from where Shelburne now stands, though for a number of
yéars Orangeville, some sixteen miles distant, was our near-
est market town. : :

As far back as I remember my parents belonged to the
Church of England. However, my father was born in the
parish of Templeshanboro, County of Wexford, Ireland, while
mother was born in Mulmur Township about ten miles from
our location just mentioned, her father, John Henderson, be-
ing born in Ireland. I think her mother was born there also.

In those early days settlers were few and the place of
‘worship attended seven miles distant. Father had a yoke of
oxen to do the work on the farm and a horse whose chief duty
was to take us to church on Sunday, but being idle all the
week, Fanny ‘would not draw the two-seated carriage . until
father first hitched her to a log, which after trailing around
about twenty minutes, Fanny would take the carriage as
gently as you pleased over the rough and often muddy roads.

I mention this to show that my parents were zealous in
their relig'ion and desired their children brought up in the
same faith, and as it is required of every child before he be
brought before the bishop of that church to be confirmed, that
he be able to repeat the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten
Commandments, and be further instructed in the catechism,
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JOHN SHIELDS

so as to be able to answer such qﬁest101ls as, “What is your
name?” Of course I answered “John.” “Who gave you this
name?’ Answer, “My ‘godfathers and godmothers in my
baptism, wherein I was made a member of Christ, a child of
God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven.” Having
learned those and some others T was brought before a bishop
to be confirmed a member of said church when about fourteen
years of age. Of course 1 felt now to take upon myself the
pledge that my sponsors had vouched for me, firstly, “Re-
nounce the Devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities of
this wicked world, and all sinful lusts of the flesh;” Secondly,
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“Believe all the articles of the Christian faith 7 Thirdly,
“Do God’s holy will and commandments and walk in the same
all the days of my life.”

When I took upon me those obligations I desired with all
my heart to perform them, as I believed it essential to my sal-
vation to do so, and I read the Bible and prayers from the
prayer book and répeated them, that I might be able to be
good. Nevertheless questions would come up in my mind
_such as “A iember of Christ?” I knew my body members.
were connected with my head, but realized no connection be-
tween myself and Christ. “A child of God‘7” My parents
would speak to me and recogmze me When I spoke to them, but
there was no answer to my prayers. “An inheritor of the
kingdom of heaven?’ My grandmother had gwen me a sheep
which 1 could call mme, but I felt I had no earnest of my

“inheritance”, and no one else seemed to ‘be concerned about
the matter, which seemed to me strange indeed. However, I
was anxious for a knowledge of my acceptance with the Lord,
but it did not oceur to me that there was anything deficient
in the teaching of that church, and the nonanswer to my
prayers caused me at times to make such lapses as the time
T swore at the horse.

Later on with neighboring young peoble I attended meet- -
ings in the Methodist Church. Some of the good people there
would ask me if I-were converted. 1 could not point to a
definife time, as I heard some of them state, when a “change
of heart” came to them, but was most anxious to attain unto
such. A few years passed away in this condition. A “re-
vival” was going on in the Methodist church I was attending.
An aged man whom 1 thought a great deal of because of his
piety, came to me and said, “John, come forward and give
yvour heart to the Lord.” I thought I had already done so, so
far as I knew how, but if T could get that knowledge of my -

www.LatterDayTruth.org




MEMOIRS OF JOHN SHIELDS 87

acceptance I desired, by going to the “penitent form” I would
- willingly - do so. :

I bowed there with others in the earnestness of my soul
and tried to exercise faith while the preachers and others of-
fered earnest prayers on our behalf for what seemed to be an
hour (perhaps not quite so long). Then the preacher would
say, “Get up and tell the people you are saved.” Others did,
but I could not: I could not tell for truth what I did not
know for myself. This was repeated some three nights with
no better result to me. The last night T walked home the two -
miles alone and when about half way 1 went off into the
woods and prayed the Lord that he would convert me as he did
his servant Paul. I thought if 1 could only see a light from
heaven or hear a voice speak to me I would no longer doubt my
acceptance with the Lord. That night I neither saw a light,
nor heard a voice and yet I now believe that prayer was an-
swered just as I had made it.

Although not satisfied with my experlence at the “peni-
tent form,” yet I believed there was more “fellowship” and
“protherly love” with the Methodist people than the other, so
they took me on probation for three months and then received
me into full fellowship. v

The next year, I think it was, an evangelist, named John

Bennett Anderson came along and got the various Shelburne
churches to unite in a big “revival” effort. He held consulta-
tion meeetings at certain hours of the day. I thought that as
he was a spiritual advisor he would undelstand my condi-
tion and tell me how to obtain that knowledge of my aecep-
tance with the Lord I had not yet obtained. After I had pre-
sented my case he said, “You are happy, brother, are you
not?”’ I admitted that the joyousness of youth was with me,
and whenever life seemed long before me I felt very well satis-
fied, but if my life was in danger I was not prepared to meet
God. He said, “Well, brother, I would not worry about dying
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grace; you will get that when you come to die.” However his
answers did not relieve me. ' :

Since uniting with this latter day work I have been told
by some of my former religious associates that if I was as
earnest and diligent in the other churches, as since; that I
would have received as much satisfaction.  However I know
that I was as conscientious, earnest and willing to abstain
from evil and do what was right as T knew how to be. I will
cite you an instance of my diligence. My parents were not
now so anxious to attend church services as they had been in
the past years: now the cleared fields were more numerous and
only one team of horses to do all the work and they being so
tired I could not think.of driving them on Sunday, so I would
walk to “class meeting” at 10 a. m., home for dinner, back to
Sunday school at 3 p. m., and back to preaching at night, most
of those walks being performed alone, and distance for the
day being twelve miles. At a later revival some of the neigh-
boring young men professed conversion, and they would pray
aloud when asked to do so in later services. A number of
times the pastor came to me and said, “John, why don’t you
pray in the meetings? All the other boys are doing so and
you can pray as well, if you will.” I prayed in secret, but was
afraid to open.my mouth in public lest I should not “pray as
well”. However as the minister insisted I thought I would
make the effort, so while my team was feeding at noon the
next day I took a book of prayers and filled a page of foolscap
- with what appeared to me good sounding statements from
those prayers. The afternoon being cool, the team could pull
the plow along without getting warm or having to rest, so I
did not get my prayer written or committed to memory but
put the papef in my pocket. before I left for the meeting.

I took a side seat at the front of the church, a class leader
sat with me; the praying began at the other side of the church,
and the voices engaged sounded closer and closer till finally he
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began to pray and my time would be “next.” 1 took my writ-
ten prayer and spread it before me on the seat, when lo my
head obscured the light so I could not see to read it. After a
number of entreaties from the minister, “Let another pray;
Lord help,” to which there was no response, he said, “Let us
arise.” 1 feared the noise from‘the folding paper might at-
tract attention so I sat on it. .

About a week later there was a cottage prayer meeting at
the home of a neighbor: Ben, a chum of mine, was to have
charge; I figured to be late lest I should be asked to take part.
When I entered the room I saw but one vacant chair and that
was close to Ben. 1 was no sooner seated than he arose and
gave out the hymn: the singing -ended, without a word to me
he said, “Brother Shields will lead us in prayer.” I made the
effort and believe I was so well helped that I there made a coy-
enant in my mind with the Lord that I would always try to do

whatever service he required of me. A little later the pastor
" took me to assist him at a cottage gathering where some partly
grown girls were to be baptized. He had them, three in num-
ber, kneel at a bench béfore the audience: then he took. the
bowl of water in one hand and taking all the water he could
hold in the palm of his other hand poured a similar quantity
on the head of each. Before the second was completed the
first was squirming from the effect of the cold water down her
back, so that when the third received her portion the sacred-
ness of the act was reproached by an outburst of laughter
from the three, followed by a similar expression from the
audience. Now as to the actual sensation felt by the candi-
dates you will have to enquire from Sister Kilpatrick of Shel-
burne or Sister Clayton of Simcoe, who became Latter Day
Saints in later years. ‘

Almost every week I attended the meetings of the “Tem-
perance Lodge” and after the business session there would be-
a program consisting of music, speeches, dialogues, recitations
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and readings; similar to our Religio programs. These kept us
in association of good moral tone. At times there would be
spelling matches held with neighboring lodges.

I must now pass over a few years with brief mention of
a few facts. I had desired an education such as would fit me
to teach school or take some place in the business world; but
I really desired to become a locomotive engineer. Being the
eldest of the family my father said he could not spare me from
the farm work and did not have money to educate me, but if
I remained with him on the farm till I was twenty one, he
would divide the one hundred acres with me and I was to

work all the farm and giV;e him a percentage, while he would ~

move to town and engage in former occupation as butcher and
dealer in live stock. However, after I was married he con-
cluded I was having the best of the deal, so I gave back the
land for the assurance of two thousand dollars at his death,
and moved to Shelburne and was working in a cabinet fac-
- tory, when I had a proposition from a man at Weston near
Toronto to become a parther in a grocery business. All I wish
to say on this matter is that he had experience and I invested
a little money. When we separated I had the experience of
losing what I had invested, my time, expense of moving, ete.
Because the man made a profession of religion I would not
listen to the advice of those who were really my friends,
against entering into said partnrship. I had now engaged to
work a farm left on another man’s hands by the death of his.
relative and was getting along quite well when my mother
died and we gave up housekeeping so my wife could keep
house for father for a time as my only sister was but eleven
years old and two brothers younger; while I worked where I
could obtain employment. ‘ _ ‘

In less than two years, the “Ben” previously' mentioned
with whom I had worked at house-carpentering, wanted me to
go out on his farm at Riverview, some nine miles west of
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Shelburne. In the course of our conversation he said, “John,
there are Mormons living at Riverview now.” My reply was,
“I wonder they allow Mormon to live in a civilized country
like this.,” Now I had never read anything on the subject of
Mormonism, but I had heard mention of Joseph Smith and
Brigham Young and a lot of wives. _

Some two weeks after moving to Riverview I called on a
neighbor across the way. He said, “Has Jordan been to your
place this evening?”’ 1 said he might have been while 1T was
at the post office as I was just returning. He said, “Jordan
says there is a Latter Day Saint preacher at his place that
will preach in our church Wednesday evening if we let him
have it.” 1 said, “That is one of those Mormons that be-
lieve in having a lot of wives.” Mr. Carey said, “No, Jordan
says this man believes in having only' one wife and the peo-
ple are to take their Bibles and see that he sticks to the Scrip-
tures.” I said he could not hurt the church for one night
and we would hear what he had to say. 1 might here state
that the Mr. Jordan referred to was the father of Brother T.
J. Jordan of Saskatchewan, and T. J. was but a small boy,
and it was his mother’s father, Brother John Hamilton of
Egremont, who had brought Elder J. A. McIntosh there, the -
latter being on his way home to Alliston some thirty miles
farther east. '

But three Latter Day Saints were in Riverview then, W.
J. Jordan and wife and her sister, Jennie, wife of Frank Jor-
dan, he afterward uniting with the church.

When I entered the Methodist building to attend that
~ meeting I had my Bible under my arm, and as I glanced across
at the open and intelligent features of John Hamilton, I
thought; “There is an old man who looks to have more sense
than to join the Mormons.” When the elder came in I
thought; “A big black Mormon just from Salt Lake.” T cite-
the above to show how I was prejudiced by the hearsay, with-
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out taking any thought as to its truth or otherwise. The open-
ing hymn was “Come thou fount.” Then the simple wording
and earnestness of that prayer: just asking what he wanted
and wanting what he was asking for. The text, “Prove all
things and hold fast to that which is good.” Then he briefly
-explained from Kirtland Temple Suit, the difference between
the Reorganization and Brighamite faction. " This explana-
tion was satisfactory to me and 1 was now willing to listen
to the “Epitome of Faith” which he read and explained so far
as he had time. He said he would not offer proofs on faith
ahd repentance, such: being accepted by all professing Chris-
tians, but he would offer some scriptures in proof of “Bap- '
tism for remission of sins.” My thought was, “You can’t
prove that”, however I turned to Romans 6: and found it the
same in my Bible, but when he said “Collosians 2:12”, I
thought, “You won’t find anything in that as I read that chap-
ter at worship this morning and didn’t see anything about
baptism;” but when he read “Buried with him in baptism” if
I was not reading my own Bible I would have surely said he
had a different Bible, and when he read what Ananias said to
Paul “Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,” my
- mind went strangely back to that night in the woods when I
prayed that I might be converted as Paul was, and later, when
I heard that the Gospel was restored in the United States
that Scripture came to mind, “Can any good thing come out
of Nazareth.”

At that timeé T had not become acquainted with any of the -
. people who lived over the line. I cite this as well as my preju-
dice when I heard the name Latter Day Saint to show that
this prejudice was not based on any knowledge of facts, but
because I was ignorant of the real truth in both instances, and
that it was my previous acquaintance with what the Bible con-
tained that kept me from becoming prejudiced against the
elder’s preaching; for if he had not stuck closely to Paul’s ad-
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monition, “Preach the word”, I believe I would have lost in-
terest in all else he had to say. '

1 wish to add that I would not stop to speak to the Elder
as I judged him to be smart and tactful and that he might
make me believe something I would regret accepting later on.
He had preached in the church three nights, and. announced
for a local Methodist minister in the school house Sunday
morning and for himself at the church in the evening and
said, “We will all go and hear Mr. Hurlbut.” I reached the
school house as the trustee was putting on the fire: the next
were the elder and W. J. Jordan. Now I must accept an in-
troduction. The elder said, “It looks like rain.” I thought,
“Now I know you’re no prophet, for it looks more like snow
than rain.” Friday night he had spoken on church organiza- -
tion, and because he mentioned ‘“prophets” as being in the
church, I concluded he must be one of them and that a prophet
must foresee weather and all other ¢onditions. '

I will pass over some two weeks of regular attendance at .
nightly preaching services until I could not properly attend
to my work because of the sermon I heard night before going
through my mind in panoramic view. One night as there
was no meeting because of the snow and storm, a Mr. Jones
and I went to visit the elder. I had now concluded that if a
person believed he should be baptized ; of course he should, but
I had scripture to show that it was not really necessary, “That
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and thou
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, THOU SHALT BE SAVED,” Romans 10:9. I said,
“That doesn’t say a man has to be baptized,” then I repeated
the verse. The elder said, “No, brother, but do you believe a
man can be saved without repenting of his sins?” I said, “No,
I believe a man has to repent.” “Well,” he said, “that doesn’t
say a man has to repent any more than it does that he has to
be baptized.v Three things are neéessaryv in reading the word; '
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first the speaker; second the spoken to; third, the one spoken
about or subject.” (

In answer to “first,” I kneaw Paul was the speaker
“Second,” T knew he was speaking to the Roman members of

the church in that day, because in the second verse he calls

them “brethren.” “Third,” the elder said to turn to Romans
6:17, 18, and asked the question, “What form of doctrine had
‘those Romans obeyed that made them free from sin and made
them servants of righteousness.” I did not like to admit, but
it was now clear to my mind that it was the form of doctrine
described in the fourth verse, “buried with Him in baptism.”.
My last objection was gone, and I made request for baptism.
‘When I told my wife she said she would be baptized, too. She
_ had suffered form salt rheum, especially in cold weather for
some years,

The date of our baptlsm was January 5, 1884, The Grand -

River had quite thick ice; the day so cold that a scum of ice
formed while the hymn was being sung and short prayei
" offered. The ceremony over, a number of women gathered
around the elder and threatened to prosecute him for putting
a woman in the condition my wife was under such cold wat-
ter as that. He told them that if she suffered any bad effects
he would be there to pay the penalty. However, she was
healed and remained so for some years.

The confirmation was announced for Sunday evening at
th{a Methodist church. The pastor, who came from a distance .
spoke at 3 p. m. but did not mention the Saints. When
brother Jordan went to get the key he was told that the pas-
tor had forbidden the trustees to allow the elder to occupy
there any more. This somewhat unsettled me as I thought
perhaps the pastor knew something about the elder or Saints
that he did not wish to make public. So that evening while
the elder’s hands were on my head and he was praying that I -
might receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, I was secretly pray-
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ing that I might not then. I knew there were such powers in
the world: as mesmerism, spiritualism, magnetism, ‘electricity,
ete., and while I was submitting to God’s law according to the
Bible, he might cause some sensation to rest upon me and thus
deceive me. However I resolved I would fast and pray till I
got evidence to satisfy me, if this work was genuine.

Next morning I went to work without breakfast and came
in at noon because I had a man working with me but not in-
tending to have any dinner. The elder was there and told
that a few received evidence of the Spirit while the hands were
upon them. He said it depended how we lived and he quoted,
“For ye have need of patience that after ye have done the will
of God ye mlght receive the promise,” and added “We must
not drive a stake and ask the Lord to come to our terms we
must wait and come to his terms.” _

I saw my wrong position, that unless the Lord came to
my terms within the limited time I could live without eating, I
must starve to death. I said nothing about my vow but had
dinner with the rest. About 3 p. m., as T was cutting wood,
an influence rested upon me that I cannot better describe than
a gentle electric shock, commencing at my head and passing
through my entire being: my body seemed to be filled with
light within and I could see the gospel and church, so full,
‘clear and pure. This sensation left as quickly as it had come
and I felt the same as before. -

On the second day after, T was in the office of Mr Ber-
wick, the oldest merchant in Shelburne. He said, “Johnny, I
hear that you and Mrs. Shields have been baptized by the
Mormons, and sick in bed a week under the doctor’s care from-
being dipped in the cold water.” I said it was just last Sat- -
urday and this was the first Wednesday. “Do I look as though
I had been sick?” Going into the store I was asked by a former
Methodist brother and class leader there, what the Latter Day
Saints believed. '
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I read to him an epitome of faith, while the elder of an-
other church looked over our shoulder. Before I was quite
through reading this elder said, “If I had a Bible I would
knock'that epitomé endways in twenty minutes.” I said, “Go
and get your Bible, I won't confine you to that time, but 1
have just entered this church, and if you can show me I have
taken a wrong step you will confer a great favor upon me.”
He was away some time and returned, not with a Bible, but
some man’s comment upon a few passages of scripture. I told
him I would just as soon have his opinion as that of the other:
that T wanted him to do as he had promised with the Bible.
I there began to learn how defensible this work is; for this
man had often tried to talk to me when I was a Methodist and
I let him have it his way, for I could not answer him, but
now the answer to his objections was right with me, while he
was making his arguments. When he asked me how I knew
that what I had now received was any better than what I for-
merly belonged to, that same influence that rested on me Mon-
day afternoon now rested on me again and pointed me back
to the first as an evidence or witness of the Holy Spirit. Then
“we got to discussing “These signs shall follow them that be-
lieve.” He asked me to go to his room and take a dose of
arsénic; and if it didn’t kill me he would believe my doctrine,
I told him that he reminded me of the fellow that wanted the
Savior to jump down head-first from the pinnacle of the tem-
ple: but if Jesus would not thus tempt God to please his sa-
tanic majesfy, he did not require me to go up stairs and take
a dose of arsenic to please one whe came in the same spirit.
He just turned away and has never mentioned religion to me
since. - ‘
I now found that those professed friends, who used to
meet me with pleasant greeting and hand shake, would now
pass me with a frown or a sneer: that my brother next in
age, would not recognize me on the street, but walk far from
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me as we would meet or pass, lest the touch of my clothing
would defile him. I did not feel to resent such treatment. I
believed I had now found the “pearl of great price,” and be-
lieved that the friends who were worth having would not de-
sert me after they got to know more about the church. Also
the remembrance of my own prejudice before I understood,
helped me to still feel kindly toward them.

The elder remained about a week after we were baptized
‘and baptized D. D. McGillvary. Brother W. J. Jordan being
" a priest, we used to hold prayer meeting on Sunday No Sun-
day school or guarterlies in those days. A »

~ There were a few Saints in Proton, but I think the near-

est branch was Egremont some thirty miles away. About a
month after our baptism, a sleigh load came from Egremont
to visit the Riverview Saints, consisting of Elder Walter Mor-
rison and wife, priest Andrew Howison and wife, teacher
James Brown and wife, Sister Whitehead (mother of White-
head brethren, Toronto) and Brother William Calvert. and
wife. These encouraged us wonderfully in the prayer and
sacrament service, and .Brother Morrison preached the only
Latter Day Saint sermon we heard after Elder McIntosh left
us till the next June conference at Egremont; after which
John A. MclIntosh returned with us and John H. Lake, who
then had charge of Michigan and Canada as mission .presi-
dent, came a few days later. After two weeks preaching
they baptized six heads of families; Hugh Hannah and wife
{parents of Brother Charlie of Hamilton), William Hurlbut
and wife (son of preacher mentioned), John Hall and wife.

1 fear I have gone too much into detail in this letter but
desired to pave the way for brief testimonies of new openings, -
healings, guidance, direction, wants, supplied in the very hour,
ete. ‘
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LAMONI STAKE, BY DUNCAN CAMPBELL
(Continued from Vol. 12, page 871.)

The Davis City Branch has suffered a serious loss in the
death of Sister Anna C. Hartshorn. On the last Sunday in
December H. A, Hartshorn was chosen superintendent of the
- Sunday school and Sister Walters assistant. These are the
only changes reported.

The Pleasanton Saints have been studying the Book o‘f;/;:,

Mormon quarterly at the weekly prayer meetings, Wednesday
evenings, though not formally organized into a Religio so- .
ciety. The regular conference of the stake was held with the
branch in October, as also the convention of the Sunday school
and the Religio. During the conference there was preaching
by William Anderson, David J. Krahl, and Columbus Scott.
Francis M. Weld preached there twice, Sunday, November 9.
The sisters of the branch gave a supper on Thanksgiving eve-
ning, realizing enough to complete the payment on the church
organ. '
» The Cleveland Branch has the following officers: William
E. Williams, president; John M., Hooper, priest; John F. Grif-.
ﬁths, teacher; Clement Malcor, deacon; Ed. J. Giles, clerk;
Margaret Campbell, financial secretary; Clement Malcor,
treasurer; David L. Morgan, chorister; Emma Lane, organ-
ist. The secretary of the Sunday school is now David J.
Thomas; librarian, I. N. Delong, jr.; assistant, Fred Delong;
the other officers as before. The Thanksgiving rally in behalf
of Graceland College netted $51; two prospective students
gave enough to make a total of $60, which was sent to the
Bishop who is also treasurer of the college. A Christmas en-
tertainment realized $23. The Mite Society and Religio are
active, but it is thought that the branch lacks in spirituality.
Bishop William Anderson visited them December 14, John R.
Evans visited them several times.
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- At Evergreen the officers chosen . for. the ensuing year
were: David D. Young, president; William T. Shakespeare,
presiding priest; Heber N. Snively, teacher; James Johnson,
clerk. The Sunday school chose the following officers for the
next six months: Albert B. Young, superintendent; James
Johnson, associate; Chloe Young, secretary; Ethel Shakes-
peare, chorister; Martha Dillon, organist; Abbie Young, li-
brarian; Chloe Young, assistant librarian. The Religio chose
William T. Shakespeare president for the next six months,
and George E. Snively vice president. Jacob P. Anderson,
William Anderson, Asa Cochran, Elbert A. Smith, Columbus
Scott' and Heman C. Smith preached there during the quarter

, At Centerville, George T. Angell was ordained an elder,

Decembel 7, by John Smith, and afterwards chosen president .
'of the branch. Sister Ann Thompson, widow of the late Wil-
liam Thonipson, of the seventy, died December 21. Jéseph
C. Clapp and John Smith preached for them. -

The Lamoni Branch has received nine by baptism. There-
has been one ordination, that of Richard J . Lambert to be
second counselor to the stake bishop. Two marriages are re-

“ported: Elizabeth H. Peat to Clarence F. Young; Leona C.
- Scott to Herbert S. Salisbury. The deaths have been: Cora
Vanderflute, aged 27; James H. Walker, aged 42; *E‘mi‘ly H.
Coiner, aged 60. As a result of a combined effort on the part
of the local Sunday school and Religio, $227 was contributed
to *the running expenses of Graceland College, this amount
bemg the proceeds of a dinner and entertamment on Thanks—
giving Day.

The Lucas Branch has lost one by death: Sarah A. Grey
died December 8, aged 56 years, 9 months, and 16 days. There
has been no change in branch officers. The Sunday school of-
ficers are: David E. Daniels, superintendent; James W. Tal-
bot, associate; Maggie .Watkiﬁs, secretary; Louisa Watkins,
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treasurer; Ethel Burke, librarian; Josie Blakemore, orgamst
John J. Watkins, chorister. No Rehglo now.

REPORT FOR JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH, 1903
THE PATRIARCH

Under date Lamoni, Iowa, March 2, 1908, Patriarch
Joseph R. Lambert wrote as follows:

1 herewith present my meager report of work done since the last
General Conference, in the capacity of an evangelical minister.

Preached, 44; meetings attended, 209; administrations, 88; chil-
dren blessed, 6; ordinations, 1; counsel given upon request, 25; con-
firmed, 2; patriarchal blessings given (furnishing each one with a

typewntten copy and keeping a copy myself), 63; marriages solemn-
ized, 1.

This department of the work like all others has its peculiar trials
and difficulties; nevertheless, my experience is such as to confirm my
faith in the restored gospel, in general, and the work assigned to evan-
gelical ministers, or patriarchs, in particular.

My health has been real poor all winter. Have not been able to
fill a single appointment away from home. This is why I have done so
little.

On January 9, 1903, I retired to my bed early, for I was sick. 1
lay thinking of the prospects before me and so far as doing church
work was concerned, I felt badly discouraged. These thoughts ran
through my mind: “I can do but very little at the best. Why should
I be required to struggle so hard, year after year, to do that little?
Cannot some one else do this little and give me a release? I thought
it would be so sweet to go to rest in death.”” After a time I fell asleep,
and had a dream which seemed to indicate that I was very near to
death. I awoke, and for a time lay pondering on the dream. Fell
asleep again and had another dream. I thought I was “in the Spirit”
and engaged in an earnest and animated conversation with the Lord.
I was the first to talk. 1 laid my case before him, plainly and earnestly,
and told him what I thought about it. I was in great earmest, but felt
a desire to do God’s will and permit Him to settle the whole matter.
When I was through, the Lord spoke deliberately and emphatically, as
follows: “Your work is necessary and important. Are you willing to
struggle, again and again, that you may rally and complete your
work?” 1 answered promptly and emphatically, “Yes, Lord, I am will-
ing.” 1 awoke and wag still in the Spirit. I thought from the
movements of my wife that she was wakening, so I said, “Are you
awake?” She replied, “Yes.” I then related to her my dream, in a
guiet way, and I was surprised when she at once burst into crying like
a child. It was very real to me and full of comfort and peace.
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I think there are two points in this manifestation. 1. The Lord's
indorsement of the necessity and importance of the work belonging to
patriarchs, or evangelical ministers. My performance of duty could not
add anything to the importance of this work, nor could my nonperforin-
ance detract from it. It is necessary and important because ordained of
God.

2. It is' necessary and important that everyone should, quietly and
diligently perform his part of the work no matter how little it may
seem. We cannot tell what the results of humble, faithful work may
be. God alone knows. Your brother, Joseph R. Lambert.

HIGH COUNCIL

The hlgh council held one meetmg during the quarter.
This took place at 7.30 p. m., Wednesday, February 4, at the
office of the stake presidency. Richard J. Lambert having re--
signed as secretary of the council on becoming counselor to the
bishop of the stake, David J. Krahl was chosen to succeed him,
The names of several brethren recommended by their branches
for ordination to offices in the church were presented for the
indorsement of the council, also the report of the stake presi-
dency in the matter of the boundary between the stake and
Nodaway District.

v

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND RELIGIO' CONVENTIONS

The conventions of the Sunday school and Religio Asso-
ciations of the stake met at Lamoni, February 5 and 6. The
exercises outlined in the program were strictly carried out. ‘
there was an encouraging attendance, and a commendable de-
gree of interest manifested.

CONFERENCE

‘ The sixth conference of the stake was held at Lamoni,
February 7 and 8, the stake presidency being in charge. Leon
A. Gould and David J. Krahl were the secretaries. Two busi-
ness sessions were held, one in the forenoon and one in the
aftrnoon, Saturday. There were reports from a goodly num-
ber of the ministry, also from the Religio and Sunday school
associations -of the stake. The following branches reported,
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giving the annexed membership: Wirt, 87; Lucas, 194; La-
moni, 1856; Pleasanton, 100; Centerville, 54; Allendale, 86;
Cleveland, 96; Lone Rock, 107 ; Greenville, 49; and Evergreen,‘
105, ' : C

The bishop of the stake, William Anderson, reported re-
ceipts of tibhes; offerings, and consecrations to the amount of -
$3,839.47, miscellaneous $4,223.03, a total of $8,062.50. Ex-
pended for elders’ families, elders’ expenses, and aid to the
needy, $7,326.46, miscellaneous $736.04, a total of $8,062.50.
He also reported thé resignation ‘of his first counselor, Frank -
M. Weld. He had no recommendation to make to fill the va-
cancy. A , ' ) o
The secretary of the stake, Benjamin M. Anderson, of-
fered his resignation. It was accepted, and David J. Krahl
was chosen to succeed him with Leon A. Gould for his assist-
ant. , ' ‘ o
A petition was 'réceii*ed, signed by forty-eight members of
the Lone Rock Branch, asking that a branch be organized at
Pawnee, Missouri. It was referred to the missionary in charge
and the stake presidency. _ I

The report of the committee on the boundary line between
the Nodaway District and the stake was aceepted and a resolu-
tion adopted to refer the matter to the éoming General Confer-
ence for adjustment. (By its action the whole of Worth
County, Missouri, was placed within Lamoni Stake.)

A delegation of ninety-four to the General Conference was
selected and instructed to invite the conference to hold the an-
nual session of 1904 at Lamoni. (The General Conference de-
cided to go to Kirtland, Ohio, instead.) - ,

- By recommendation of Lone Rock Branch, Leonard G.
Holloway was ordained a priest, and Clarence Bootman a
teacher. The conference adjourned to meet at Cleveland,
Towa, June 6, 7, 1903. ‘
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BISHOPRIC

First Counselor F. M. Weld resigned in February. The ‘

vacancy has not yet been filled. Balanced receipts and ex-

penditures of $8062.50 were reported to the stake. conferenoe
of February.

' THE BRANCHES

On February 2 the Greenville Branch elected the follow-
ing officers for the ensuing year: John Lovell, president; Ne-
phi Lovell, priest; Francis N #Harp, teacher and clerk; Alfred
Lovell, deacon and chorister; Lulu Lovell, organist. The
branch lost one by letter of removal, and one by death, present
number 49. ~ i o S

The Leon Branch was visited by Frank M. Weld the last
Saturday and Sunday in March, preaching with good liberty
and a good turnout. Meetings had not been held on account
of the bad roads, but it was hoped to soon resume them again.
Elfleta Ruth Post was married to John Archie, March 25.

At Davis City, H. A. Hartshorn is now superintendent of
the Sunday school. A series of meetings was begun there
March 8 by Elders David C. White and Frederick D. Omans.
Elder Frederick B. Blair brought the meeting to a conclusion,
March 15. Later in the month John Smith, president of the
stake, spent two or three days there in an endeavor to adjust
some difficulties among the members. Lead Post was married
March 11 to Mr. J. W. Cox of Bethany, Missouri.

The Centerville Branch elected George T. Angell, presi-
dent; Matthew Taylor, priest; John Allen, teacher; :Albert Bo-
den, deacon; David Taylor, clerk; George T. Angell superin-
tendent of the Sunday school; Nellie Angell, secretary; David
Taylor, president of the Religio, and Nellie Angell, secretary.
Sister Ann Boden died February 17,

The evergreen Branch held election January 6, and chose
the following officers for one year: David D. Young, presi-
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dent; William T. Shakespeare, priest; Heber C. Snively,
teacher; James J. Johnson, clerk; later John B. Anderson was
chosen ‘deacon, and Heber C, Snively departed for Oregon.
The Sunday school elected the following officers for six
months: Alfred B. Young, superintendent; James J. Johnson,
associate; Chloe Young, secretary; John B. Anderson, treas-
urer. The Religio selected the following officers for six
months: William T. Shakespeare, president; George E.

Snively vice president; James J. Johnson, secretary; James O.

Blakesley, treasurer. John B. inderson was ordained deacon.
March 15 Ge01ge E. vaely and Ethel ‘Garland were mar--
ried January 1.

" The Allendale Branch isused letter of removal to five of
its members January 5. S. Pinkerton was chosen teacher
and Brother Birk deacon. J anuarv 31, other officers continued
as before. Elder Charles H. Jones pr eached there January
25 and February 1. On February 7 he administered to Albert
Hammer with good results.

The Cleveland Branch was visited by Jeremiah A. Gun-
solley and John R. Evans, the latter for the purpose of organ-
izing a choir from Lucas and Cleveland fo assist this coming
summer at conference and grove meetings. Elizabeth, wife of
Brother John J. Morgan, died February 8. Elizabeth, wife of
Brother Daniel T. Williams, died February 16.

The Pleasanton Branch elected the following officers
January 28: Duncan Campbell, president; O. W. Parker,
teacher and clerk; Thomas J. Burch, deacon; A. S. Parker,
treasurer; Emma Burch, chorister; Ethel Burch, organist.
The Sunday school officers for the current year are: A. S.
Parker, superintendent; Duncan Campbell, associate; Ethel
Burch, secretary and treasurer; Bessie Parker, chorister; Jes-
sie Morey, organist; Ellen Bernan, librarian; Vernon Reese,
assistant. A local Religio was organized with Duncan
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Campbell, president; O. W. Parker, vice president, Jessie
Campbell, secretary; Jessie Morey, treasurer. William An-
derson, stake bishop, preached for the branch March 29,

The Lamoni Branch, at its business meeting, first Tuesday
in January sustained John Smith, Jeremiah A. Gunsolley, and
Frederick B. Blair as the presidency; William A. France, pre-
siding priest; Oscar Anderson, teacher; William J. Mather,
deacon; Anna Allen, clerk; Claude 1. Carpenter, recorder; Will
W. Scott, member of the cemetery committee. Sunday school
officrs: Oscar Anderson, superintendent ; Flora Scott, first as-
sistant; Anna Salyards, second assistant; Vida E, Smith, third
'assistant; Florence Hayer, secretary; Belle Kelley, assistant;
Anna Allen, treasurer; Victor W, Gunsolley, chorister; May
White, organis’c; Edward C. Mayhew, librarian, Religio of-
ficers: Hessel Vanderflute, president; Hale W. Smith, vice
president; Jessie Cave, secretary; Kate E. Smith, treasurer;
Victor W. Gunsolley, chorister; Clara Lane, organist; Earl
Bandy, librarian; Will J. Mather, official correspondent.

. DEATHS ]
At her home, Centerville, Towa, Sister Ann Boden, Feb-
ruary 17, aged 58 years, 2 months, and 2 days.
At Cleveland, Towa, February 8, Sister Elizabeth Morgan,
aged 50 years, 2 months, and 2 days.
At Cleveland, Towa, February 16, Sister Ehzabeth Wil-
liams, aged 49 years, 11 months, and 27 days.

REPORT FOR APRIL, MAY, JUNE, 1903 -
GENERAL CONFERENCE MEASURES AFFECTING THE STAKE

The General Conference, of April, 1908, made the follow-
ing appointments to Lamoni Stake: Joseph R. Lambert,
evangelical minister ; John Smith, in charge of mission work;
John R. Evans, Duncan Campbell, and William H: Kephart,
missionaries,
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Jeremiah A. Gunsolley, of the stake presidency, was as-
signed to Saint Joseph, Missouri; of the stake high council,
Isaac N. Roberts was placed in charge of the Southeastern
Mission, Elbert A. Smith was assigned to Burlington, Iowa,
Joseph S. Snively, Martin M. Turpen to Fremont and Potta-
wattamie districts, Iowa, and Eli A. Steadman to Minnesota.

In the matter of the boundary between Lamoni Stake and:
Nodaway District, the conference made the boundary the south
and west lines of Worth County, putting the entire county
within the Lamoni Stake. The stake now embraces Monroe,
Lucas, Clarke, Union, Ringgold, Decatur, Wayne, Appanoose
counties in Iowa; Mercer, Harrison and Worth in Missouri;
eleven counties in all. In 1863, it was “Decatur and vicinity.”

The invitation of the stake conference to the General Con-
ference to hold the session of 1904 at Lamoni was not accepted,
Kirtland having been chosen as the place of meeting. A peti-
tion from John D. Bennett, of Lamoni, to the General Confer-
ence, was referred to a committee consisting of Francis M.
Sheehy of Boston, Albert Carmichael of California, and Ulys-
ses W. Greene of Kirtland, who recommended that the peti-
tion be returned to the petitioner.'

 MEETINGS BY COUNSELOR HILLIARD

The following appointments announced in the issue of
the Herald for May 6 and 20, were filled by George H. Hilliard,
first counselor of the presiding Bishop: Thursday evening,
May 7, Lamoni; May 9, 10, Evergreen church; evenings of
May 11, 12, Lone Rock, Missouri; evenings of May 14 and 15, -
Greenville church; Saturday evening and Sunday, 16 and 17,
Davis City ; Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, May 19 and 20,
Pleasanton Iowa; Thursday and Friday evenings, 21 and 22,
Lucas, Towa; Saturday evening and Sunday 23, 24, Cleveland,
Towa ; evenings of 25 and 26, north of Lucas; Sunday, May 31,
Norwood, Towa; Tuesday, Wednesday, June 2, 8, Centerville,
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Iowa; Tuesday, Wednesday, June 9, 10, Allendale, -Miséouri;
Thursday, Friday, June 11, 12, Ellston, ITowa. Bishop Hilliard
attended the meetings of the conventioin and the conference
at Cleveland, Towa, June 5, 6, 7, and took an active part in
them. Concerning the condition in the stake he states: -

“I found the work far below where it should be in spirit-
uality and zeal, although Evergreen and Cleveland branches
seemed in fair condltlon and some’ members in the other
branches.”‘ '

THE PATRIARCH

Patriarch J oseph R, Lambert makes the followmg state-'

ment of his work from March 1 to J uly 1:

Number of meetings attended, 92; times preached 11; conﬁrmed
3; administered to the sick, 19; oﬁimal visit, 7; counsel given, 1; or-
damed 1; patriarchal ble‘ssmgs, 65 31 of which Were glven at Inde-
pendence, Missouri.

My report includes my work at the General Conference.

1 see more and more the importance of the work assigned to rthe
es."ang‘ehcal ministers of the church. The divine confirmation of our
work is all that we could ask. However, as in other departments of

the work, some will get much more out of it than others.

" . Have just returned from a trip to my old home in Hancock County,
Illinois. The Rock Creek Branch located between Nauvoo and Carthage
is. where I received the gospel in 1863. There I. was ordained to the
respective and successive positions of teacher, priest, and elder. I was
a member -of this branch when called into the quorum of the Twelve in
1873. «
Among the few thmgs that I know (and being so few I prize them
very highly) is this one: God has and does call men to preach the
gospel, build up his. work acording to the divine plan, and to oppose
polygamy (that snare of the Devxl), together with all unrighteousness, .
whether found in the church or in the world. By the power of the
Holg,r Spirit men have been called and qua.hﬁed for this work.
Your brother,
JogerH R. LAMBERT.

HIGH COUNCIL

The stake high council met at the office of the stake presi-
dency, 7.30 p. m. Monday, May 25. Those present were: John
Smith, Frederick B. Blair, David J. Krahl, Henry A. Stebbins,
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Isaac N. Roberts, Joseph S. Snively, Duncan Cé,mpbel-l, ‘Mamin
M. Turpen, Richard S. Salyards, and Elbert A. Smith.
The follomng resolutions were passed:

Resolved that we approve the nomination of David C. White to be
first counselor to Bishop Anderson on the condition that the transfer
from his present field to this is arranged for by the missionaries in
charge and the First Presidency.

Resolved that in the opinion of this council no one be ordamed to
the office of teacher or deacon in the Liamoni- Stake without the approval
of the branch to which he belongs, and the stake presidency.

Resolved further that no one be ordained to the office of elder or
priest unless he shall be approved therefor by his branch, the stake
counsel, and stake conference; or if impossible for the counsel to eon~
vene, by the branch, missionary in charge, and stake presidency.

Several recommendations of men for office received the
approval of the couneil. ’

s

STAKE BISHOPRIC

The nominations of David C. White to be first counselor
to the stake bishop having received the 'approval of the stake
council and the stake eonference, he was so ordained ‘at the
afternoon meeting of the Lamoni Branch, Sunday, July 5, by
John Smith and William Anderson.

An address to the Saints of Lamoni Stake, dated Lamoni,
Towa, July 9, 1903, signed by William Anderson, bishop; and
David C. White, Richard J. Lambert, counselors; was pub-
lished in Saints’ Herald for July 15. The following statement
is made in the address:

‘As a bishopric we feel much enéou'raged'at the ]iBEraI support we
have received from the Saints, especially of late, and being more fully
organized and capable of taking care of the work, we expect to be able

to secure a more general, and we hope almost universal compliance with
the law.

JOINT CONVENTION
A joint convention of the Sunday school and Religio asso-
ciations of the stake was held at Cleveland, Towa, at 7.30 p. m,,
Friday, June 5. In the absence of Superintendent Gunsolley
and President Mather, assistant superintendent Duncan Camp-
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bell was in charge, Interspersed with music there was a paper
on “Reports and reporting” by Jessie Campbell, and short
talks on “The duty of the hour,” by James Archibald, Parley
Batten, Edward Giles, Leonard Holloway, and Bert Barrett.
The attendance was good and the interest excellent.

STAKE CONFERENCE

The seventh conference of the stake met at Cleveland,
Towa, June 6, at 10 a. m. John Smith and Frederick A. Smith
in charge; David J. Krahl secretary and Jessie Campbell as-
- sistant. Reports were had from Frederick A. Smith, George
H, Hilliard, Joseph R. Lambert, David C, White, William H.
Kephart, John Smith, Frederick B. Blair, Duncan Campbell,
Henry A. Stebbins, John R. Evans, Joseph S. Snively, Martin
M. Turpen, David J. Krahl, William Anderson, Price McPeak,
John H. Tibbels, John J. Watkins, William E, Williams, Parley
Batten, John Watkins,¥Ailfred B. Young, Thomas R. Williams,
Edward BE. Marshall, John Lovell, Leonard G. Holloway, and '
Daniel T. Williams.

The following numbers were reported by the branches:
Leon, 42; Lone Rock, 102; Hiteman, 43; Lamoni, 1363; Wirt,
37; Evergreen, 99; Pleasanton, 95 Davis Clty, 100; Lucas,
213; and Cleveland, 95.

Bills were allowed for rent of presidency’s office, and to
Claude 1. Carpenter for work on stake record, Some recom-
mendations for office by the Lamoni Branch were approved
and referred to the presidency of the Lamoni Branch for ordi--
nation. The nomination by Bishop Anderson of David C.
White to be his first counselor was approved and the resohition
of the stake council regarding the matter was concurred in.
The resolutions of the high council with reference to the ordi-
nation of elders, priests, teachers, and deacons were adopted.
The action of the General Conference in regard to the bound-
ary of the stake was ordered inserted in the minutes. The
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next conference was appointed to be held at Lone Rock, Mis-
souri, at the call of the presidency.

The following notice appeared in Saints’ H erald for J une
17:

Bishop William Anderson, of the Lamoni S:take, at the conference
held at Cleveland, Towa, June 6, recommended David C. White to fill the
office of first counselor. This was approved by the stake high council
‘on condition that the transfer from his present field’ to the Lamoni
Stake be ‘arranged for by the missionaries in charge and the First
Presidency.’ The missionaries in charge agreeing, the First Presidency
hereby give notice that such transfer is made. We cheerfully com-

mend Brother White to the Saints of Lamoni Stake,
FREDERICK M. SMITH, for the First Presidency.

THE BRANCHES

The branch at Pleasanton has had service by Edward F.
Robertson, Orville B. Thomas, Martin M. Turpen, and Duncan ‘
Campbell, of the general ministry, also by George H. Hilliard,
of the presiding Bishoprie, and by William Anderson, bishop
of the stake. The Sunday school and:-the Religio are kept up
regularly. The membership of the branch is diminishing con-
siderably because of removals, but there are a faithful few
who are constant in their attendance at the meetings.

The Lamoni Branch has received ten additions by bap-
tisms and fourteen by letter, a total gain of twenty-four.
There have been fourteen removals, two deaths, and one ex- -
pelled, a total loss of seventeen, leaving a net gain of seven.
On June 27 the Patronesses of Graceland College held an ice
cream festival from which $26.86 was realized, and will be
used toward lighting and decorating the éhapel and halls of
the college Charles M. Sprague and Ethelyn Bell were mar-
ried Aprll 29. Victor W. Gunsolley and Hattie McPeek were
married May 81, Winfred B. Kelley and Alberta P. Dancer
were married June 4. On May 12, Bishop Kelley delivered a
lecture on “Rome” at the brick church. Elder Heman C.
Smith delivered the baccalaurette sermon to the Graceland
College graduates at the brick church, Sunday morning, May
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31. There was a parents’ meeting held at the Saints’ Church,
Tuesday night, May 19, under the auspices of the Daughters
of Zion. The branch is taking steps to put a heating plant in
the church.

At the Greenville Branch there has been one baptism dur-
ing the quarter. John Smith preached for them and Henry A.
Stebbins held several services at New Buda.,

At Leon, William H. Kephart held a series of meetings in
May, lasting ten days. Considerable interest was aroused, the
people were set to talking on the streets about the sermons.
 In June an effort was made to revive the Sunday school, but

without success. ; o

At Evergreen the Surnday school has improved the church
by papering and otherwise to the extent of §17.28. Andreas
C. Anderson is now supermtendent Children’ s Day exercises
were had June 14, there being an address by Heman C. Smith
and so many were in attendance that they could not be accom-

"modated in the inclosure. Four have been baptized. R. R.
Bailey, Thomas J. Bell, George H. Hilliard, Henry A. Stebbins,
Alfred B. Young, Columbus Scott Heman C. Smlth preached
for them.

Lone Rock has had services by Richard S. Salyards, Wil-
liam A, France, and George H. Hilliard. A Religio has been
organized in addition to the one at Pawnee. ‘

In the Wirt Branch the preaching, prayer meetings, and
Sunday school continue as heretofore. Sister Cone has re-
turned from the hospital at Clarinda pronounced sound in
mind, Katie Kent died in Montana, January 31. Brother Lent
has removed to Des Moines. John Smith, George H. Hilliard,
Thomas J. Bell, all preached for them. :

At Allendale Charles H. Jones preached mornings and
evenings, April 5 and June 21; he also preached the funeral
sermon of Zenas Hammer, May 19. George H. Hilliard
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preached there June 9, and 10. On April 26, the Sunday
school officers were sustained for the next five months, ,

The Cleveland Branch has had two additions by
baptisms, and two losses by removal. They have been
visited by John Smith, Frederick A. Smith, George H, Hilliard,
‘Duncan Campbell, Joseph S. Snively, William H. Kephart,
John R. Evans, Joseph R. Lambert, William Anderson, and
David J. Krahl of the ministry, William H. Kephart remained
two weeks preaching in the chapel with fair attendance and
good interest, The present branch officers are: William E, Wi'l-
liams, president; David L. Morgan, priest; John Jervie,
teacher; Clement Malcor, deacon; Margaret Campbell, finan-
cial secretary ; Edward J. Giles, recording secretary; David L.
Morgan, chorister; John L. Morgan, organist.

" The Sunday school officers are: David L. Morgan, super-
intendent; Elizabeth Turner, associate; James Archibald, se-
cretary ; William E. Williams, teacher ; Mamie Johnson, organ-
ist; William Reese and Fred Delong, librarians. The stake
~ conference was held with the branch June 6 and 7. For visit-
ing bréthren and for the famine-stricken people of Finland
and Scandinavia the branch has raised $26.35. ;

- The Hiteman Branch had a series of meetings by William
H. Kephart the last of May and early part of June.
The Davis City Branch has had preaching and labor by
Columbus Scott, Henry A. Stebbins, George H. Hilliard, Claude
1. Carpenter, John Smith, Joseph R. Lambert. :

A DEATHS |
In Montana, January 31, Sister Katie Kent of the Wirt

branch, aged 72 years, ‘

At the Saints’ Home, Lamoni, April 8, Sister Elva Fra-
zier, aged nearly 33. :
At Denver, May 8, Maud A. Williams, of Cleveland

Branch, 22 years, 8 months.
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At Lamoni, May 14, Sister Abbie Eaton, formerly Hogue,

69 years, 4 months.
At Lamoni, June 17, Slster Anna M. Barrett 66 years 8

months 3 days old.
REPORT FOR JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, 1903

THE PATRIARCH

Elder Joseph R. Lambert, patriarch of the stake, has
kindly furnished the following items concelmng' his work from
July 1 to October 1:

Meetings attended 49, times preached 12, patriarchal blessings
given 48, of which 40 were given at the Stewartsville reunion; adminis-
tered to the sick 16, children blessed 1 visited and counseled Wmt;h 1
confirmed 1.

From June 27 to July 9, T spent in Hancock County, Illmoxs, near
the town of Adrian, my home from the age of 13 to 28. While there I
preached four times. And while some might regard my statement as
out of harmony with scripture, or reflective on myself, yet I am pleased
to say that the appreciation of and confidence in one whom they had
known so long by the people, was encouraging and comforting to me.

From August 28 till September 18, I spent at Stewartsville, Mis-
souri, where I attended the reunion, preached once, and gave forty
blessings. The balance of my labor has been performed at Lamoni,

- Davis City, Evergreen and Pleasanton. ‘

My health has béen no better (rather worse, I think), and there-
fore my labors have been greatly curtailed.

Out of what little I have done you may get cne item for the history,
that is this: On August 29, at Stewartsville, Missouri, T gave a patri-
archal blessing to my father. Is there another case like this on record?
‘His age is almost 91. :

V HIGH COUNCIL

So many of its members being scattered in distant mission

fields, it was considéred impracticable to hold any meetings of
the high council during the quarter.

" On account of sickness in his family, Jeremiah A. Gun-
solley, of the stake presidency, resigned his appointment as
missionary to ‘Saint Joseph, Missouri, and returned to his
~former position of 1nstruetor in the commercial department
of Graceland College.
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Frederick B. Blair, second counselor, has been active in
promoting the holding of basket meetings. Such meetings
were held at Greenville, Pleasanton, and Evergreen.

Joseph 8. Snively, high counselor, whose mission appoint-
ment was in Fremont and Pottawattamie districts, occupied
quite diligently in the stake during the quarter, having labored
at Norwood, Davis City, Greenville; Pawnee, Lamoni, and New
Buda.

STAKE BISHOPRIC '

David C. White was ordained July 5, first counselor to the
bighop of the stake by John Smith and William Anderson. In
the Safgnts’ Herald for July 15, there appeared an address:
signed by the stake bishopric in which the following statement
occurs:

As a bishopric we feel much encouraged at the bliberal support we
have received from. the Saints, especially of late, and being more fully
organized and capable of taking care of the work, we expect to be able
to secure a more general, and we hope almost universal compliance with

the law. )
THE MISSIONARIES

On his selection as counselor .to the bishop of the stake,
the mission work of David C. White was transferred from
Nodaway district of which he was submissionary in charge, to
Lamoni stake. In the early part of July he with his colaborer;
finished up some work in which they had been engaged at Al-
bany, Missouri, baptizing four. Later in the month he went
to the south part of Harrison County, Missouri, and preached
 twelve times. During August he labored at Evergreen, La-
moni, New Buda for a week, and Davis City., In September
he labored at Pleasanton and Pawnee, delivering thirteen ser-
mons., “ : ;
William H. Kephart labored at Centerville from July 10
to August 9. From August 11 to September 6 he labored at
Buxton, a new opening, and baptized five. On the following
Tuesday evening he anticipated beginning a series of meetings
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two miles east of Lovilla, having arrangements to open up the
work in several new places as fast as he could.

John Smith has been occupied with the care of both the
pastoral and missionary work in the stake, visiting and labor-
ing at many points, among others at Pleasanton, Pawnee,
Lone Rock, Ellston, and Evergreen. We have not a full ac-
count of his labors.

THE BRANCHES

_The Pawnee Branch, of Pawneé, Missouri, is an offshoot -
from the Lone Rock Branch. It was organized with 29 mem-
bers, September 14, by Frederick A. Smith and John Smith.
Frank P. Hitchcock was chosen president; Edward E. Mar-
shall, priest; Thomas Cole, teacher; Pearl Hitchcock, secretary
and treasurer. -David C. White held a two-weeks meeting
there the first half of September with good interest. Previous
to the organization of the branch there was a flourishing
Religio there. 1 ,

The Cleveland Branch has now ninety-nine members, two
having been baptized, two received by letter, and two lost by
letter of removal. There has been considerable activity in
tract work, the country for eight miles south, five miles west,
and a few miles north having been tracted. The tract used
- was Thomas W. William’s “The Latter Day Saints, who are
they 7 John R. Evans visited them on two occasions, and
‘Elder Evan Lewis, formerly of Wales, preached for them Sep-
tember 30. The Religio and Sunday school flourish. »

The Evergreen Branch Religio held an ice cream social in

. which they cleared $11.25, the Sunday school held a pienic -

August 19, in which they cleared $18.75, both of these sums
amounting to $30 were turned over to the branch deacon for 2
building fund. ‘A joint convention and institute of the Sunday
school and Religio associations of the stake were held there
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September 11 to 18. 'These meetings were very profitable and -
were enjoyed by all,

" The Leon Branch is not considered in a flourishing cond1—
tion. There have only been a few very small social meetings
and one or two sacrament meetings held there during the past
three months. = There might be meetings held every Sunday if
only the few resident members would come out, Sister Emily
Parker died at Lants, Oregon, July 11, and her hus-
band, Brother James Parker, was married at Leon, Iowa,
August 8, t6 Elizabeth Johnson. The Saints are anticipating
a series of meetings by some of the missionaries and are wish-
ing to have their church dedicated.

The Davis City Branch is in charge of the stake presi-
dency. It is suffering from the immoral conduct of some of
its members. H. Hartshorn superintends the Sunday school.
Heman C. Smith, Frederick B. Blair, Joseph S. Snively,
Charles J. Peat, Joseph R, Lambert, Columbus Scott, Charles
E. Irwin, and Henry B. Stebbins have preached for them.

The Wirt Branch keeps up its prayer meetings and Sun-
day school. Elders Peterson, Omans, and Smith preached for
them.

The Allendale Branch had preachmg by Charles H. Jones,
July 19 and September 27. Sister M. M. Pmkerton was mar-
ried to Mr. F. Kinney, August 12,

The Lamoni Branch had an addition of nineteen to its
membership by baptism, July 12, mostly Sunday school schol-
ars. At several other times baptism has been administered to
numbers. At the morning service, Sunday July 19, after some
appropriate remarks by President John Smith, the sum of $840
was subscribed towards a church furnace, fuel, and other ex-
penses. The Religio gave an ice cream gocial July 31, to in-
crease the fund for the heating plant of the church. The
Religio officers are: William J. Mather, president; John F.
Garver, vice president; Jessie Cave, secretary; Kate Smith,
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treasurer; Lena Church, chorister; Myrtle Gunsolley, organist.
A musicale was held at the church, July 28, for the benefit of
the Sunday school. After preaching by Joseph Luff, Sunday
September 20, $747.23 was subscribed for the benefit of Grace-
land College. ) .
The Hiteman Branchrhas 53 names on its record, of whom
33 are absent. - There have been eleven baptisms during the
summer by William H. Kephart. ‘A deacon is the only resident

officer. John Smith, stake president, is in charge. Nathan -

Miller of Buxton preaches every other Sunday for them, and
William H. Kephart visits them often. Of the Sunday school,
Minnie Box is superintendent, Anna Walker, associate, Etta
White, secretary, Sophia White, librarian, Ella White, treas-
urer. ‘ - :
The Centerville Branch has a few earnest, wide-awake
Saints. They enjoyed the labors of William H. Kephart from
July 10 to August 9. He made a personal canvass of the city,
and left preaching notices at most of the homes, but found it
quite hard to reach the people, as Evangelist Sunday had just
closed a remarkable revival in which 850 had professed conver-
sion. Early in the spring the Saints bought the old Christian
Church, a brick structure 40 by 60 feet. Towards this Genera!
Drake, ex-govenor of lIowa, gave a check for $100.

The Pleasanton Branch had preaching by Joseph R. Lam-
bert, August 9. A basket meeting was held in the park at the
village August 28. John W. Peterson preached at 11 a. m. and
Frederick B. Blair at 2.30 p. m. David C. White was present
and assisted at the afternoon services. John Smith, president
of the stake, was in charge of the meetings, and also preached
at night in the church. David C. White preached Sunday, Sep-
tember 6, and was intending to hold a series of meetings, but
heavy rains and Advent meetings interfered. There was
preaching by Martin M. Turpen, September 20 and by Richard
S. Salyards September 27. The president of the branch kept
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up preaching the rest of the time. The Religio and the Sunday
school are prospering. The Religio chose Duncan Campbell,
president; O. W. Parker, vice president; Jessie Campbell,
secretary ; Will Thorp, treasurer, at the election in July.

The Greenville Branch held a basket meeting August 2,
Frederick B. Blair and William Anderson were the speakers.
Elders Salyards and Keown held services at the Jack Wood
schoolhouse, Sunday morning, July 26, and at the Greenville
church in the afternoon, also August 28. Isaac P. Baggerly
preached at New Buda Sunday, September 27. David C. White
- held meetings at the New Buda schoolhouse, August 19 to 25.

The Lucas Branch is behind with its reports, nothing has
been had from there for several quarters, Items have been
picked up now and then mcldentally, but this is scarcely satis-
factory.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND RELIGIO CONVENTION
The fifth joint convention of the Sunday school and Reli-
gio associations of the stake was held at Evergreeri, Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday, September 11, 12, and 13, and was con- -
sidered a very successful one. Subjects of interest and impor-
tance were profitably and entertainingly discussed by promi-
nent workers of the associations. Interest exceptional. '

DEATHS

Virgil L. Scott, of the Lamoni Branch, son of Elder Co-
lumbus Scott, died at Great Bend, Kansas, August 29, from in-
juries received in a railway accident. He was 24 years and
‘3 months old.

- John M. Clark died at Lamoni, September 3, aged 55
years, 3 days.

Frank W. White of the Lamoni Branch, died at St. Joseph,
Missouri, September 5, aged 29 years, 11 months, and 6 days.

Elder M. L. Sory died at the Saint’s Home, Lamoni, Aug-
ust 31, aged 71.
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John C. Calhoon died at the Saint’s Home, Lamoni, July
25, aged 70, V ~
Rachel Moore, of the Pleasanton Brahch, died near Line-
ville, Towa, July 7, aged 26.
REPORT FOR OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER, 1903,

PATRIARCH .

Patriarch Joseph R. Lambert has attended 36 meetings,
given 13 patriarcha] blessings, baptized 1, confirmed 8, ad-
ministered to 20, preached 6 sermons. Continued ill-health
has prevented him from doing more than this, except that he
advised and counseled with several, and visited the sick a num-
ber of times. In giving blessings he has not until this quarter
designated any lineage outside of Ephraim. During the three
_ months covered by this report he has designated one in Judah

and one in Benjamin. The one designated in Judah is a “Dun-
‘kard” brother and elder from Minatare, Nebraska. -

v BISHOPRIC A

Bishop William Anderson par\ticipated in the business of
the stake conference, at. Lone Rock, October 11, and preached
the 11 o’clock sermon on Sunday, the 12th. He was at Pleas-
anton, Towa, November 1, preaching at 11 6’(:1001{, and assist-
ing in the evening service. He was there again the following
Sunday assisting at the baptism of several, participating in
the rite of confirmation, and assisting in the preaching serv-
ices. He participated in the dedication of a church at Norwood,
" Towa, Sunday, November 15, the preacher pregenting him the
key of the building, and he turning it over to the trustees.

First counselor, David C. White has labored in the inter-
est of the stake bishopric with very favorable success. He has
peen active as a missionary and his labors will be noted under
the proper heading. ‘ ‘

Second counselor Richard J. Lambert has been employed
in the Herald Office, in charge of ‘the printing department,
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STAKE PRESIDENCY

President John Smith, also president of Lamoni Branch,
is in charge of the missionary work of the stake, is treasurer
of the General Sunday School Association, and a member of
the Sunday school Quarterly revising board. In the discharge
‘of these duties he has been fully océupied. With his counselors
he was in charge of the stake conference held at Lone Rock, -
Octobr 11, 12, and preached the Sunday evening sermon. He
presided over the dedication services of the Norwood church,
November 15, and offered the dedicatory prayer. Other labors
will be noted under the head of missionary work.

First counselor Jeremiah A. Gunsolley is in charge of the
commercial department of Graceland College. He is superin—‘
tendent of the Sunday school association of the stake and presi-
dent of the General Religio Society. He suffered the loss of
his wife by death December 12, after a protracted illness of

“several months. He was associated in charge of the October
stake conference. His wife’s sickness confined him closely
at home during the quarter. _

- Second counselor Frederick B. Blair is business manager
at the Herald Office and his duties there virtually occupy the
time at his disposal. He assisted at the conference at Lone

" Rock and has labored on Sundays at Lamoni, and probably

at other places of which we have no account. '

‘ HIGH COUNCIL

On account of the scattered condition of its members in
the mission field the council held no meetings during the quar-
ter. ' ‘

CONFERENCE (

The conference met with the Lone Rock Branch October
10, 11, and was in charge of John Smith, Jeremiah A. Gunsol-
ley, Frederick B. Blair, the stake presidency., David J. Krahl
was secretary and Jessie Campbell his assistant. John Smith,
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Frederick B. Blair, Joseph R. Lambert, Jeremiah A. Gunsol-
ley, William Anderson, Elbert A. Smith, Duncan Campbell,
Joseph 8. Snively, John R. Evans, Henry A. Stebbins, David
C. White, George T. Angell, David Keown, William E, Wil-
liams, William H. Kephart, David D. Young, Leonard G. Hollo-
way, Alfred B. Young, George M. Jamison, Price McPeek,
Frank P. Hitchcock, John Lovell, Edward E. Marshall, and
David ‘J. Krahl reported.

The branches reported the following membership: Paw-
nee, 29; Wirt, 35; Leon, 42; Greenville, 50 ; Hiteman, 53 ; Cen-
terville, 54; Lone Rock, 79; Allendale, 86; Pleasanton, 94;
Cleveland, 99; Davis City, 100; Evergreen, 107; Lucas, 212;
Lamoni, 1,366.

The stake Sunday school association reported.. The bill
" of Claude 1. Carpenter, stake recorder, for work on records, -
was referred to the auditing committee appointed to audit the
accounts of the stake bishop, Will W. Scott, John F. Garver
and William J. Mather. A bill from the Herald Publishing
House for $8 rent of stake presidency’s office, and one of $4.30
- for the expenses of the secretary were allowed. Charles W. Dil-

lon, of the Evergreen branch was ordained to the office of el-

der by David C. White and George W, Blair. It was resolved

that the resolution in regard to the payment of bills include

the bills and expenses of the bishopric of the stake as well as
" all others. The resolution referred to is as follows: ‘

Resolved that it is the Opinibn of this body, that the necessary ex-
penses incurred in the legitimate work of the stake, should be borne by
the bishopric, provided that all bills shall first be approved by vote
-of the stake council or conference. ,

The conference voted to hold a ten-day reunion in the La-
moni Stake in 1904 and appointed a committee of three con-
sisting of Frederick B. Blair, Duncan Campbell, and Price
McPeek in charge of same, with power to appoint other com-
mittees. A collection of $8.65 was taken up. The preaching '
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was by Duncan Campbell, William Anderson, Joseph S.
Snively and John Smith. Adjourned to meet at Lamoni, Feb-
ruary, 1904; on call of presidency.

MISSIONARY WORK

John Smith, in charge of the missionary work of the
stake, labored at Lamoni, Pawnee, Lucas, Cleveland, and
Oland.

Joseph 8. Snively preached five times at Cleveland, once
at Lone Rock, during conference, three times at New Buda,
and nine times at Pleasanton.

David C. White held a series of meetings at Lone Rock,
October 1-6 ; Hill schoolhouse, October 18 to 26, eight sermons;
at Leon, November 1; at Pleasanton, November 2 to 16, nine
sermons; thirteen sermons at Centerville, beginning Novem-
ber 27; once at Spickards, Missouri; and at Davis City, Decem-
ber 20 to 27. :

William H. Kephart preached twice at Davis City in the
early part of October, then thirteen services with good ‘inter-r-
est at Nortonville. At Victor schoolhouse in the west part of
Clarke County, seventeen services with good interest, begin-
ning November 12; held twenty services at Center schoolhouse
northeast of Clarke County, and the funeral sermon of Doctor
Perdue at the latter place, December 27. v

John R. Evans labored at Lucas most of the time as he is
in charge of the branch at that place and of the mission work
in the surrounding country. He has visited Cleveland and the
new church north of Lucas several times, preaching and vis-
iting the Saints. '

Duncan Campbell has labored in the southeast part of the
stake with Pleasanton as his objective point, being president
of the branch and of the Religio at that place, also one of the
Sunday school revising committee on the Gospel Quarterly,
which meets at Lamoni. ‘
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THE BRANCHES

The Lucas Branch has John R, Evans for president and
Parley Batten as secretary. A number of the members of this
branch, living about ten miles north of the town, had a new
church they had built dedicated November 15. Brother Evan
Lewis, lately from Wales, having been severely hurt in the coal
mine, was signally blessed in administration. The work in the
branch is in fair condition. . '

The Allendale Branch had preaching by Charles H. Jones,
Sunday, October 18, and by Claude 1. Carpenter, Sunday, No- -
vember 8. An elders’ court sat there November 7. The sec-
retary reports the branch nearly dead. ,

The Wirt Branch has no changes to report. The prayer
meeting, Sunday school and preaching continue as usual, El-
der Orville B. Thomas had preached for them, also Charles W.
Dillon and Charles E. Willey. The family of Brother Lent had
moved back from Des Moines. ,

The Davis City Branch is barely alive. On Sundays they
have preaching by elders from Lamoni. William H. Kephart,
Henrs; A. Stebbins, John P. Anderson, Charles J. Peat, and
David S. White preached for them during the last three -
months. W. C. McLaughlin is superintendent of the Sunday
school. ‘

The Pawnee Branch is doing finely. There is good inter-
est manifest in the sessions of the Religio and the Sunday
school, as well as in the branch meetings. Joseph Smith, be- -
sides others, have preached for them. John A, Simpson and
Grace Pearle Hitchcock were married in October.

The Evergreen Branch has built a vestibule to its church
8 by 18 by 10 at a cost of $119.85, $20 of which was contrib- ‘
uted by the Sunday school; $30 by the Religio, and the balance
$69.85 by the branch. Charles W. Dillon was ordained an el-
der October 11. The branch officers elected for 1904 are:
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David D. Young presiding elder; William T, Shakespeare,
priest; Samuel Shakespeare, teacher; John B. Anderson, dea-
con; James J, Johnson, clerk. '

The Sunday school officers are: Andreas C. Anderson, su-
perintendent; James J. Johnson, associate; Chloe Young, sec-
retary; Sister Robert Garland, treasurer., :

The branch and its auxiliaries are in a prosperous condi-
tion as a whole, the officers trying to do the best ﬁhey can to
keep the gospel before the people. Alfred B. Young, F. John-
son, Edmund L. Kelley, Charles W. Dillon, Francis M. Weld,

-David D. Young preached. -

The Cleveland Branch has the following official staff:
William E. Williams, president; David L. Morgan, priest and
chorister; John M. Hooper, teacher; Clement Malcor, associate
teacher and deacon; Edward J. Giles, clerk; Elizabeth E. Wil-
liams, financial secretary ; Margaret Campbell, organist,

Sunday school officers are: David L. Morgan, superinten-
dent; William Lane, associate; James Archibald, secretary; F.
0. Delong, associate; William E, Williams, treasurer; Thomas
Williams, librarian; Josie Williams, associate; Nannie John-
son, organist; David L. Morgan, chorister. "

John Smith, stake president, was with them November 12
to 15. By nomination of a priesthodd meefing, recommenda-
tion of the branch and approval of the stake authorities,
Clement Malcor was ordained a teacher and David J. Williams
a deacon, January 3, 1904. On December 24 the Sunday school
gave a cantata entitled “Santa Claus at his best,” netting
$27.50. It was re'peated the following evening for the benefit
of William Erb, now in the hospital at Des Moines, netting
$26.50. The branch has lost six members by removal.

. The Lamoni Branch has had eleven additions by baptisms
and four losses by death. Mary A. Rood and George W. Case
were married October 1; Ellen J. Powell and William L. Con-
over October 7; Ella Florence Baggerly and Frank P. Bower-
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man November 11; Vida E. Elvin and David L. Morgan in
November; Ada E, Allen to John J. Moore, November 26.
George H. Hilliard of the Presiding Bishopric held a series of
meetings last week of October and first week in November
which resulted in a quickening of the spiritual life as mani-
fested in the prayer meetmgs

The Greenville Branch has repainted its church building.
One of the leading families, that of Alfred Lovell, has moved to
Lamoni. Elders from Lamoni have preached at the church
and at New Buda schoolhouse.

The Centerville Branch had a series of fneeting‘s by David

‘C. White, beginning November 27. Though the results do not
seem very great at the present, yet the Saints seem to be alive
to the work and its interests. It is hard to get the people of
the world out to meetings, , :

The Hiteman Branch was nearly dead, but a few faith-

- ful sisters kept up the Sunday school and prayer meeting, and
now they are rejoicing in the addition of several to their num-
ber through the labors of William H. Kephart, A young peo-
ple’s prayer meeting has been established and all take part.
The missionary had made many friends outside of the church
and the Saints feel thankful and encouraged. o

The Pleasanton Branch had a series of meetings by David
C. White and Joseph S. Snively with eleven additions by bap- .

'tism, and a general reviving of the work in the branch, the
Sunday school and the Religio. The prospects are brighter
now than they have been for many years.

‘ The Lone Rock Branch is holding its own notwithstanding
the division that was made by the organization of the Pawnee
Branch from the number of its membership. The branch, Sun-
day school and Religio are prospering. The stake conference
was held there in October.

The Leon Branch is scarcely alive, they are not able to
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keep up regular meetings. David C. White preached for them
Sunday, November 1, :
4 NORWOOD DEDICATION

Some two years ago an effort was begun to build a church
by the members of the Lucas Branch living near Norwood. A
committee of five consisting of Daniel E. Daniels, William
Stem, James Keane, R. C. Crooks, and Jacob Cackler, were ap-
pointed, a site was donated by James Nyswonger, a church
building was erected and finished for occupation and dedica-
tion November 15. The song service was in charge of Thomas
Hopkins assisted by a number of singers from Lucas and:
Cleveland. Daniel E. Daniels made a statement showing that
the actual cost of the building, including the organ was
$1,122.96, including the money furnished and the labor do-
nated. The sermon was by Joseph Smith, the prayer by John
Smith. The key of the building was presented to William An-
derson, bishop of the stake, and by him turned over to the trus- -
tees, Jacob Cackler, William Stem and R. C. Crooks. A ceme-
tery has ben platted with John Eubanks, R. C. Crooks, William
Stem as trustees.

: \ OLAND ’ ‘
A movement is in agitation to erect a house of worship to
accomodate the Saints living in the vicinity of Oland, Mis-
souri. '

o DEATHS

Sister Marie Ronat died at Lamoni, Iowa, October 14, an’
aged woman, I .

Elder Matthew Pruyn died at Lamoni, October 29, aged
90, , -
Bessie C. Clum died at Lamoni, November 5, aged 9.
Winthrop H. Blair died at Lamoni, November 26 aged 82.
He was ordained a high priest and a member of the Standing
High Council, April 6, 1860.
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May Cornelia, wife of Elder Jeremiah A. Gunsolley, died
at Lamoni, December 12, aged 33.

Elder Eli T. Dobson died at Lamom December 28, aged
46 years, 11 months, and 29 days,

POTTAWATTAMIE DISTRICT, BY J. CHARLES JENSEN
(Continued from Vol. 12, page 232.) '
1877

In February 24 and 25, the conference met with the
church at Council Bluffs. Of the ministry, there was one
apostle, one high priest, two seventies, eleven elders, and one
- teacher. The Council Bluffs Branch reported one hundred and
thirty-one members, a loss of four since last report; Elder
- Lewis Davis presiding, William Stuart clerk, North Star re-
‘ported twenty-nine members, loss one; Hans Hansen presi-
dent, Oliver Hansen clerk. Reports from the branches in
those years were very irregular, due to the negligence of the
officers whose duty it was to see to it. Elder Hans N. Han-
" sen was president at Crescent, and because of his duties there
" desired to be released from his mission.

Labor during the quarter in the distriet had been per-
formed by Elders Hans N. Hansen, Hans Hansen, Daniel K.
Dodson, Cornelius G. McIntosh, Alfred Bybee, Peter Olsen,
Henry Palmer, John Gallop, Simon P. Guhl, Charles Derry,
and James Caffall who had labored at Wheelers Grove, Cres-
cent and Boomer. At the latter place he had held a series of
meetings which were well attended by friends outside of the
_church. Could labor be continued “there, he thought good
might be done. There was need of labor in Mindén, Neola,
and Weston. He reported much inactivity on the part of the
members in the district, calling for persistent and continuous
effort on the part of branch officers. He referred to the large
number of members in the district not enrolled in the branches
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and urged that they be given attention. There was plenty of
room and necessity for work on the part of all butf let us see
that we work according to the pattern.

The conference passed a resolution disapproving of danc-
ing and providing for the disciplining of those members who
persisted in the practice. The preaching during the confer-
ence was by Elders Charles Derry and James Caffall.

To the General Conference held at Plano, Illinois, April
6, 1877, Elder James Caffall, president, reported in person that
the Pottawattamie District had had little ministerial labor
outside of the branches and a great necessity exists for more
“earnest labor by branch officers. Some excellent members are
contributing their substance for the benefit of the cause, but
few elders report at the conference. Their late district con-
ference sent in a request that the Semlannual Conference meet
at Council Bluffs.

"The May 26 and 27 conference was held at Crescent.
Council Bluffs reported one hundred and twenty-eight mem-
bers, loss three; Crescent, {wenty-eight, no change. Peter
Olsen, Cornelius G. MclIntosh, James Caffall, Hans Hansen,
Hans N. Hansen, and Alderson G. Weeks reported. As Peter v
Olsen continued to teach contrary to the doctrine of the
church, that Saturday is the Sabbath, he was requested to give
up his license as an elder to the district president, Benjamin.
Harding. George and Emily Diale were at their own request
expelled from the church by vote of conference.

On August 25 and 26, 1877, the conference met at Council
Bluffs, Elder James Caffall presiding, Fred Hansen clerk; one
apostle, one seventy, eleven elders and one teacher being in at-
tendance. Council Bluffs reported 127 members, 4 baptisms,
1 received and 2 removed by letter, 1 death and 3 expelled.
Wheelers Grove reported 70 members, 8 baptisms, 4 received
by letter, and 3 by vote. Crescent reported 81 members, 3 re-

' ceived‘by‘vote. North Star repoﬂ:ed 30 members, 1 baptism,
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1 expelled. The officers of these branches reported them in a ‘
fair condition, The preaching throughout the district had
been by Elders Andrew Hall, James Cacall, Daniel K. Dodson,
Hans N. Hansen, Levi Graybill, and Dexter ‘P. Hartwell.
Hans N. Hansen and Hans Hansen having preached a number
of times to the Scandinavians, which services they were re-
quested to continue so far as practicable.
‘ Conference of the Pottawatamie District again met at
Council Bluffs November 24 and 25, 1877, with district presi-
dent in'the chair, The only branches reporting were Council
Bluifs 124 members, net loss 8; Crescent 38 members, et gain
7. The spiritual condition of these branches were reported as
fair, .

Circumstances had prevented Elders Caffall and Hartwell
from visiting the Union Branch as ordered by the last confer-
ence. Elder Caffall reported the Boomer Branch was in .a
partially disorganized condition by loss through death and
otherwise. The condition of the North Pigeon Branch was
similar to that of Boomer. Elders Cornelius G. McIntosh and
Alfred Bybee were appointed to labor in that locality and
make a monthly visit to Boomer, if found possible. These
brethren were also given charge of two-day meetmgs to be
held in these branches in January and February 1878. The
present officers of the district were sustained for the next
quarter.

In a letter to the Herald dated from Council Bluffs, De-
cember 5, 1877, Elder Caffall reports six baptized at North
Pigeon, some of which were the fruits of the labor of
Cornelius G. McIntosh. o

December 16, 1877 a Sunday school was organized at
Crescent with Hans N, Hansen superintendent, Robert Kirk-
wood assistant, no secretary, William Strang treasurer,
Charles W. Lapworth librarian. Superintendent Hansen and
Assistant Kirkwood served until October 8, 1882, at which
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time the school had an enrollment of fifty. The records fail
to give the numberi at organization. ,

Frederick Hansen, the district secretary, reporting the
Pottawattamie District to the General Conference of April 6.
1878, gives seven branches, 300 members ( besides 45 or 50
scattered), including 1 apostle, 1 high priest, 2 seventies, 32
elders, 9 priests, 9 teachers, 7 deacons; 15 baptized, 20 re-
ceived and 14 removed by letter, 4 expelled, 4 died, net gain
13. ‘ ’ ' , ,

Elder James Caffall reporting says the- spiritual condi-
tion of the Pottawattamie District is by no means flattering,
but we hope for improvement. The Saints are contributing of
their substance as the reports of the Bishop’s agent shows.
, February 23 and 24, 1878, the Pottawattamie District .
conference met at Council Bluffs, with Elder Andrew Hall in \
the chair and district secretary Fred Hansen acting in his
office. Of seven branches 4 reported as follows:

Council Bluffs 124 members, Louis Davis president.

North Star 80 members, Hans Hansen president., Wheelers
Grove 68 members, loss 2, Hans N. Hansen president.
' Elder James Caffall was appointed delegate to the Gen-
eral Conference with instructions to ask that body to meet at-
Council Bluffs in the fall of 1878. Collections were ordered
in the branches for the expenses of the delegates. Owing to
ill health, Dexter P. Hartwell was released from the commit-
tee appointed to visit the Union Branch and Andrew Hall ap-.
pointed for that service. - Cornelius G. Mclntosh was elected
president of the district for the next guarter and the confer-
ence adjourned to meet at Crescent in May, 1878. ‘

On the 14th day of April, 1878, Elder Alma Kent organ-
ized a branch at Fontanelle, Iowa. There were fourteen mem-
bers with Elder Briggs Alden president, Hattie G. Baker
clerk. By report from the clerk we are informed that this
~ branch never flourished, there was discord among the mem-
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bers from the first. The conditions became so serious that
they sent a request to the district conference of June 1, 1879,
gitting at Crescent to send a man to help them gettle their
difficulties. 'The request was granted and Elder James Caffall
was sent to the conference of August 30 and 31, 1879 he re-
ported he had declared the branch disorganized and on August
17, 1879, he had reorganized the branch with seven members
with William N. Ray president, George Wyman clerk.

The records fail to show how long the new branch con-
tinued, but in March, 1881, the president and secretary were
removed from the branch by ]etter‘ and as we have no repdrt
of the election of any to succeed them and no reports‘to the
conference it is probable that the removal of the officers re-

‘sulted in the disorganization of the branch. :

May 25 and 26, 1878, the Pottawattamie District confer-
ence met at Crescent with Cornelius G. McIntosh presiding;
Fred Hansen clerk. Council Bluffs reported 122 members in-
cluding 1 apostle, 1 seventy, 10 elders, 3 prlests, 3 teachers, 2
deacons, loss 1 death, and 1 removal, Louis Davis president
and J. Charles Jensen clerk. ‘ o ’

Crescent reporfed \38, including 4 ‘elders, 2 priests, 2
teachers, 1 deacon, 3 received, 1 death, 1 ordination; Hans N.
Hansen president and clerk.

.North Star reported 30, including 5 elders, 2 teachers, 1
deacon, Hans Hansen president, Oliver Hansen clerk. .

Reports on the spiritual condition of the branches were
not very favorable, some difficulties and lack of interest on the -
part of the members. Elder -Jason W. Briggs thought the
Wheelers Grove branch about the same as other branches,
they held meetings and had lately organized a Sunday school

 of fifteen members with Samuel Wood as superintendent.
This was brought about through the interest of Sisters Laura
V. Fredericksen and Amanda Wood.” Elder Briggs though not
considering himself under missionary appointment had hever—
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theless done some preaching in the district, so also had Elder |
Edmund C. Briggs. Elder Hans Hansen had held Danish
services in Crescent. He was appointed to continue a like
service in Council Bluffs. Elder James Caffall and Andrew
Hall had been unable to visit Union Branch. Elder Caffall
was released from the committee and succeeded by Elder Wil-
liam J. Cook. A resolution was adopted that no business be in-
troduced on Sunday except such reports as failed to arrive
on Saturday. The preaching during the session of the con-
ference was by Elders Jason W. and Edmund C. Briggs.

The conference of August 81 and September 1, 1878, met
at Council Bluffs with Cornelius G. MecIntosh presiding and
J. Charles Jensen, clerk pro tem. Council Bluffs reported 127
members, a gain of 8 by baptism, 4 by letter, removal 2.
Louis Davis president, J. Charles Jensen clerk.

~ Crescent reported 38 members, gain 1 by vote.  Hans
N. Hansen president and clerk.

Wheelers Grove reported 66 members, loss by removal 2.

Levi Graybill president, Heber Newberry clerk. ‘

" North Star reported 32 members, gain 2 by baptism, 1-
by letter, loss 1 by’ removal Hans Hansen president, Oliver
Hansen clerk. :

Fontanelle 14 members Brlggs Alden pre31dent Hattie
G. Baker clerk. :

: North Pigeon 16 members, gain 6 by baptlsm loss by
death 4, expelled 5, removal 2. William McKeown clerk.

The officers of the district were sustained and conference
adjourned to meet at Wheelers Grove November 30, 1878. _

~ The November conference met at Wheelers Grove. The
president and clerk in their places. Council Bluffs reported
131 members, 5 baptized, 1 died, a gain of 4. Since last confer-
ence the branch had elected William Gess as president and
continued J. Charles Jensen as clerk. . Wheelers Grove re-
ported a membership of 68. No changes. In addition to the
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local ministry the district had the benefit of services by Elders-
Robert J. Anthony and Robert M, Elvin,

William Cook reported that he and Elder Andrew Hall
had visited the Union Branch, found a few members, but not ‘
enough for an organization. " They had instructed them to
unite with other branches. The conference declared the
branch disorganized, Missions were appointed the local min-
istry and Elders Robert J. Anthony and Robert M. Elvin were
requested to labor at Weston and elsewhere as they found op-
portunity. This was the first conference held in Wheelers
Grove in about ten years. The visiting brethren had the bur- .
den of preaching and the attendance was good.

The following conference was. held at the same place on
" February 22, 23, 1879, with James Caffall presiding. Freder-

ick Hansen clerk. Wheelers Grove reported 77 members, 11
baptized. They had at this time one high priest, 5 elders, 4
priests, 2 teachers, 1 deacon. North Star 32, including 6 el-
ders, 2 teachers, 2 deacons. Crescent reported 39, including 4
“elders, 2 priests, 2 teachers, 1 deacon. ~ Fontanelle reported
16 members including 4 .elders, 1 teacher; gained 2 by letter.
Council Bluffs reported 134 members including 1 apostle, 1
seventy, 8 elders, 8 priests, 8 teachers, 2 deacons, 8 received
by letter. There had been no change in the officers of thesé
branches during the quarter.

Reports were heard from Elders Samuel Longbovttom
Robert M. Elvin, D. Hougas, Frederick Hansen, James Caffall.
Cornelius G. MclIntosh, Arminius J, Fields, Lyman Campbell,
Hans Hansen, and Hans N. Hansen. Missions were appointed -
for James Caffall, Edmund C. Briggs, Hans Hansen, William
J. Cook, Frederick Hansen and service requested from Robert
M. Elvin. The most of the service of the missionaries during
the quarter had been given to the church at Wheelers Grove.
The clerk was ordered to purchase a copy of the Rules of Or-
der for the district. '
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To the General Conference of April 1879, Elder James
Caffall reported the Pottawattamie District as follows:

The distriet contains seven branches with 353 members, including
one apostle. [The report as published in the Herald says three, but
this is an error.] There is 1 high priest, 3 seventies, 35 elders, 9 priests,
10 teachers, 7 deacons; 33 have been received by baptism and 21 received
by letter and vote; 9 removed; 8 died and 6 expelled, a net gain of 31.
Cornelius G. Mclntosh president and Frederick Hansen clerk.

Elder Caffall further says that some of the members of
the district by freewill offerings and tithings are continuous
in their efforts to aid the cause as well as otherwise doingy
so. Very few of the local elders are active in preaching or
in attending the district conferences.

The labors of Brethren Robert J. Anthony and Robert M.
Elvin in the places visited by them had a salutary effect.
Two or three branches are giving signs of additional activity,
while others are the reverse and suffering from a lack of la-
‘bors by branch officers, members being held in no way ac-
countable for their conduct, or for neglect of duty. There is
quite a good field of labor and with due perseverence much
might be done.

On May 28, 1879, Elder Robert M. Elvin writing to the

Herald from Crescent says:

1 have been in the water every Sunday i'or ﬁve weeks past and
have baptized twenty-one.  There are more to follow if it is pOSSIb]O for
me to continue in the field.

On June 3, he wrote from Council Bluffs that he had
baptized séven on the first instant during the session of the
district conference, making twenty-eight baptized by him in
six weeks. He wrote the week before of preaching at Eight
Mile Grove and at a new place nearby where the people seem
deeply interested. He baptized eleven-that Sunday.

' On June 1, the district conference met at Crescent, Towa,
with Cornelius G. MecIntosh presiding and Frederick Hansen -
clerk. The branch at Wheelers Grove reported 80 members
including 1 high priest, 5 elders, 4 priests, 2 teachers, 1 dea-

,

www.LatterDayTruth.org




LOCAL HISTORIANS , 135

con, 2 baptized, 3 received and 1 removed by letter, 1 death;
Levi Graybill president, H. Newberry clerk;

Crescent Branch reported 38 members including 4 elders,
2 priests, 2 teachers, 1 deacon, 1 death; Hans N. Hansen
' president and clerk.

Council Bluffs reported 132 members including 1 apostle,
‘1 seventy, 8 elderé, 3 priests, 2 teachers, 2 deacons, 1 bap-
tized, 2 removed, 1 died. Louis Davis president, J. Charles
Jensen clerk. ,

North Star reported 39 members including 6 -elders. 2
teachers, 1 deacon, 4 baptized, 3 received by letter; Hans
Hansen president, Oliver Hansen clerk.

Elders reporting were: Frederick Hansen, A, Martin, J.
Winegar, Levi Graybill, A. J. Fields, Willlam Strang, Carl
McIntosh, Alva North, Andrew Hall, Daniel K. Dodson, Will-
iam McKeown, Alfred Bybee, Louis Davis, Lyman Campbell,
James Caffall, Cornelius G. MecIntosh, Robert M. Elvin, Sam-
uel Longbottom. '

It appeared from the report o‘f-/the Fontanelle Branch
that they had some trouble which they could not settle and
having requested that an elder be sent to aid them the district
president was authorized to appoint an elder.

A note of thanks was extended to Elder Robert M. Elvin
for his service in the district and a request that he continue
the same as circumstances permit. He baptized seven during
the conference. .

The conference for August 30 and 31, 1879 met at
Downsville, Towa, with the officers in place. Crescent re-
ported 46 membefs, 9 baptisms, 1 removal. Wheelers Grove
reported 32 members. Council Bluffs 138 members, 6 ré—_
ceived.

The conference adopted the following:

Whereas the Bishop’s agent has informed us of his inability,
through indisposition of body, to travel among the various branches to
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teach the law of tithing and freewill offering, therefore, be it Resolved
that, in the opinion of this conference, thé presidents of branches should
exert themselves to the utmost of their ability to induce their members
to contribute their means by way of tithing and freewill offering, and
make monthly returns to the Bishop’s agent.

In a letter to the Herald from Council Bluffs, September‘
1, 1879, Elder Caffall writes:

I so arranged as to attend the quarterly conference of the Potta-
wattamie Distriet held at Downsville, August 30. Brother Cornelius G.
McIntosh presiding, who, so far as health and circumstances admit, is
still defending the faith. The work about there and at Wheelers Grove
has been considerably revived within the past year through the labors of
Brethren Robert J. Anthony and Robert M. Elvin, The business ses-
sions were peaceful yet few, very few to participate therein. . ... :

Reports showed that but few, if any, of the forty elders are exert-
ing themselves to fravel and preach on the Sabbath days. Reports from
some of the presidents of branches tell of signs of improvement. A
large attendance on Sunday; meetings held in a grove.

Brother A. Hall reported, and informed the conference that his
indisposition of body would prevent his traveling among the branches,
to teach the law of tithing and freewill offering, as he desired, where-
upon, by resolution, the presidents of branches were requested to cooper-
ate with the Bighop’s agent, to teach those mecessary things to their
members, and to make monthly returns to the agent, which resolution,
strange to say, gave rise to some questions. What. a puzzling subject
that tithing seems, requiring a vast amount of stamina to talk about or
introduce it. Surely the gospel economy is well calculated to develop
our traits of character.

To the General Conference sitting at Gallands Grove,
- September 24, 1879 President Cornelius G. McIntosh reported
the Pottawattamie District as containing “five branches in
active working order, and two in a disorganized condition
on account of the death and removal of officers. The spiritual
condition of the district is better than heretofore. . Twenty-
nine have been added by baptism since the April conference;
which additions are due to the labors of Elders Robert M.
Elvin and Robert J. Anthony. The prospect for a good work
to be accomplished this winter is excellent, if laborers can be
found who will work for the establishment of the truth.

The last conference of the year 1879 was held at Cres-

cent on November 29 and 30. Distriet officers in charge. .
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The changes reported were few; Council Bluffs had gained
 two, one by baptism, and North Star had a gain of sxxteen
Twelve of these were by baptism.

There was no change in Crescent Branch. Other branches

failed to report. The spiritual condition of these branches
was reported as fair, with some slight improvement.

The Bishop’s agent was requested to defray the station-
ery expense of the district clerk.

February 28 and 29, 1880, the district conference met at
Council Bluffs. Owing to the stormy weather the attendance
was very light. The president and clerk both were absent.
Elder Andrew Hall was chosen as temporary chairman and
K. H. Hansen as clerk, after which the session adjourned until
~ the next day when the clerk of the district having arrived, the
‘business was taken up. :

- Council Bluffs Branch reported 131 members loss of 7
by removal and 1 by death. Crescent Branch reported 46
“members. Fontanélle reported 7, no change. Wheelers
Grove 87, 5 baptlzed h

Elders Robert M. Elvm Samuel Long'bottom John Gal-
Iop, and Briggs Alden reported. Brother Gallop had held a
discussion in Anoca but fails to say with whom or on what
- topie. Brother Longbottom held a discussion at Wheelers
Grove with a “Campbellite” minister.

To the General Conference of April 6 1880 Elder Robert
M. Elvin reported 32 sermons delivered in the Pottawattamie
- District during the conference year. The district. i'eported.
gix branches with 353 members including 1 apostle, 1 high
priest, 2 seventy, 3'0 elders, 10 p-riests,_s teachers, 8 deacons,
38 baptisms, 21 received by letter and vote. Total gain 59.
Loss by removal 2, death 3, total 5. Net gain for the year 54.
Scattered members in the district about 25. Cornelius G. Me-
Intosh president, Frederick Hansen secretary.

Briggs Alden writing to the Herald reports that Elder
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N. Stamm had delivered a number of discourses at Fontanelle
early in May.

On the thirtieth of this month the district conference met

at Downsville, with Cornelius G. McIntosh in the chair and
Frederick Hansen clerk. Council Bluffs reported 129 mem-
bers, 2 expelled. Crescent reported 46 members, no change.
North Star 56 members, 1 received.

Hans Hansen reported having preached to the Danish at
Council Bluffs and that he presided over the North Star
Branch. Hans N. Hansen had preached a number of times
and presided over the Crescent Branch. Robert M. Elvin had
preached eighteen times and expressed his appreciation of
the friendly treatment and financial aid. Cornelius G. McIn-
tosh also reported labors. -

A special conference was ordered to be held June 26 and

27 to make preparation for the Semiannual Conference to be
‘held at Council Bluffs in September.  Hans N. Hansen was
chosen to preside over the district the coming quarter.

Ina létter from Council Bluffs, September 15, to the edi-
~torial columns of the Herald Brother Joseph writes of the
Semiannual Conference as follows:

We ‘are in the midst of a very pleasant session. The weather is
almost perfect. After a long rainy time like we had, the sky is clear
and the leaves yet untouched by the frost; the air is to-day balmy and
gentle—one constant Sabbath in appearance. Our conference ground is
most admirably arranged. Brother Andrew Hall and J. D. Heywood,
old veterans in the work, were put in charge and they decided to exclude

teams from the grounds on which the stand was placed. The result is, we

have neither the sound, sights, nor smells of an out-door stable to annoy,
vex, and disturb the unity of worship; and as I write now, the voice of
one of our young men ig ringing out over the assembly grounds, in the
discussion of a question on the resurrection, upon the occasion of the
death of a child of a brother and sister, Stevens by name, after they
had arrived in the camp grounds; the only thing transpiring to disturb

the enjoyment of any, so far as has come to my knowledge. The feeling -

is excellent and the enjoyment of the oceasion seems to be fairly com-
plete. Eighteen have so far been baptized, and there is some evidence
. that there are others who will be ere the session closes.
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On the eighteenth he wrote of, rainy Weéther, and an in-
creased attendance, more coming than departing. The busi-
ness wag important as shown by the minutes. The arrange-
ments and outward surroundings proved a very marked. im-
provement over the past session. The police 1'egu1-atioﬁs were
under the direction of Sheriff Reel and proved very effective.

The conference of which he writes convened according to
appointment near Council Bluffs, Sunday, 10 a. m., September
12, 1880. Brother Joseph Smith was called to preside and
Brother Henry A Stebbins secretary, with EH T. Dobson as-
sistant. John T. Kinnaman in charge of the singing and Al-
mon Hougas as organist.. Thirteen of the brethren were ap-
pointed a police force under the county sheuff to preserve
order on the grounds.

At this conference Bishop Israel L. Rogers resigned as
member of the Board of Publication and the Bishop’s coun-
selors were authorized to nominate members to fill vacancies
-on the board. On separate motions George A. Blakeslee, Wil-
liam W, Blair, and Joseph Smith were sustained as members
of the board. William H. Curwen and Phineas Cadwell being
chosen to fill the two vacancies.

In the district reports President Hans N. Hansen re-
ported the Pottawattamie District as not being in a good con--
dition, however, he knew of no serious difficulty existing.
The opportunities for preaching were good, but there was no
elder in the district who could spend all his time in the minis-
try and but few preach on the Sabbath. "

A resolution from the Little Sioux Dlstuct asking the
conference to clearly state how much of the revelations found
in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants an elder may reject
and stuf be recognized as a true representative of the.church
was on a substitute motion referred to the General Assembly
- of the quorums of the church when they shall be called by the-
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President. The question ¢f what constitutes the foundation
of the church was referred to the same assembly.

To this conference Jason W. Briggs addressed a memo-
rial objecting to action taken by the last Semiannual and An-
nual Conferences concerning his attitude on the doctrine of a
gathering to a given locality. After a free discussion and
resolutions with amendments, the conference adopted the fol-
lowing: “Resolved that he be now released from all disabil-
ity placed upon him by acts of former conferences.” .This be-
ing acceptable to Brother Briggs, he was invited to sit upon
the platform with his quorum, which he did.

‘ In the appointment of missions Elder Edmund C. Briggs
was given charge of Southwestern Iowa, and George S. Hyde
appointed to the same mission.

During the conference preaching service was held every
evening in the city chapel by appointments from the confer-
ence. Thirty-six were baptized.

. On August 28 and 29, the Pottawattamie conference met
at Wheelers Grove with Hans N, Hansen presiding. Freder-
ick Hansen clerk. Three branches reported: Ciescent 55
members, 9 baptisms, Hans N. Hansen president, Charles
Lapworth secretary. Wheelers Grove 83 members, 2 deaths,
Lyman Campbell president, Heber Newberry secretary.
North Star 57 members, 2 baptized, 1 died, -Hans Hansen
president, Oliver Hansen secretary. The condition of these
branches wag reported as fair,  Hans Hansen had preached
to the Scandinavians in Council Bluffs and baptized one.
Robert M. Elvin réported from Wilbur, Nebraska, that he
had preached in the district twenty-three times and baptized
eleven.” Hans N. Hansen had preached once at Council Bluffs
and at North Star, the rest of his time had been given to Cres-
cent and Boomer Townships. The preaching was by Elders

- Daniel Hougas and Hans N. Hansen.
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Elder James Caffall ertlng to the Herald from Councﬂ
~ Bluffs November 10, 1880 says:

I was made glad in visiting Crescent, Towa, to find the Samts there
active, peaceable, and striving unitedly for good. They have a thriving
Sabbath school and intend that that noble institution shall still be sus-
tained. It is cheering to know that young members and those of riper
years are striving to this end. And these efforts to sustain branch and
. Sabbath school, must have a salutary effect. There is no necessity for

vexing or puzzling questions being dragged into the Sabbath school; and

. the lesson leaves may be used for the good they contain; and the error,

if any, be shown and rejected and the scholars not injured. . . . More
united efforts to sustain the Sabbath schools in the branches in the West
are necessary.

On February 22, 1880, there occured the death at Coun-
cil Bluffs of Sylvester Smith, a man who at one time stood
high in the councils of the church.

In the history of Joseph Smith as published in the Times
"~ and Sea.sons, volume 6, is given an account of the organization V
of the first high council of the church on February 17, 1834,

at Kirtlapd, Ohio. Sylvester Smith is named as one of that
council. He was also one of those selected who went from
“Kirtland to Zion to aid the persecuted Saints in Jackson
* County, Missouri, but on this and other occasions he mani-
fested a refractory and rebellious spirit; for this he was re-
~ buked and chastised by Brother Joseph. On August 11, 1834,
' he was tried before a council of high priests for circulating

“statements that Joseph Smith had been guilty of criminal
conduct during his journey to Missouri. In this council he
asked forgiveness for accusing Brother Joseph of prophecying
lies in the name of the Lord and though he retained his stand--
ing in the church for the time being, he later apostatized from
the church. Sometime after that he came to Council Bluffs.
Here he never showed any interest in the church and seemed
very bitter in his antagonism when he happened to converse‘
with any of the Saints.

On December 5, 1880, Elder Louis Davis resigned the
.- presidency of the Council Bluffs Branch and was succeeded
by Elder Calvin A. Beebe. ‘
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December 11 Brethren Hans H. Hansen and Daniel K.
Dodson held services in the town hall at Fontanelle. They
had applied for use of the church there but were denied ex-
cept for pay. For this the church officers are criticized by
the local paper, the Observer.

Brother Briggs Alden writing to the Herald January 5,
1881, stated that these brethren had delivered seven dis-
‘courses of most excellent and sound doctrine and were well re-
ceived by the few who turned out to hear them. They also
delivered two discourses :m a schoolhouse four miles west
from town. '

November 27 and 28, 1880 the Pottawattamle District
conference met at Council Bluffs with President Hans N,
Hansen in the chair and Frederick Hansen clerk. Statistical
reports were received from only two branches. Crescent re-
ported 57 members, an increase of two by vote. North Star
59 members, an increase of two: 1 by baptism, 2 by letter, 1
death. These branches were reported by their respectlve
officers as being in good Splrltual condition. ‘

Frederick Peterson, the presiding teacher of the Councli
Bluffs branch reported it in nearly a disorganized condition
and requested. the conference to take it under consideration.
Whereupon. it was “Resolved that the president of this con-
ference and two others be and are hereby appointed to consti-
tute an advisory committee, to meet with the Council Bluffs
Branch, to assist them to a betteér organization and condi-
tion.” Elders John H. Hansen and Robert M. Elvin were ap-
pointed the other two members of this committee. Reports
of missionary efforts were by Eldeljs Hans Hansen, Hans N.

Hansen, John H. Hansen, Frederick Hansen, Robert M. Elvin,
Daniel K. Dodson, and William J. Cook who had baptized
four. Having sustained Hans N. Hansen as president, Fre-

derick Hansen as secretary, and Andrew Hall as Bishop’sy '
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agent for the coming quarter the conference adjourned to.
meet at Council Bluffs February 26, 27, 1881.

To .this conference two branches reported: Crescent 57
-members, no change. Council Bluffs 181 members, 2 bap-
tized, 1 received by letter and 1 died. The committee ap-
pointed by the last conference to visit Council Bluffs and »
in the adjustment of difficulties in that branch repo'rted that:

We, your committee appointed to advise with the Council Bluffs -
Branch, beg leave to report that we met with said branch on the even-
ing of December 5, 1880, and aided the Saints in bettering their organ-
ization. The presiding elder and priest were duly released, and Elder
Calvin A. Beebe was duly elected president. Hans H. Hansen, John H.
Hansen, Robert M. Elvin, committee.

These officers: Klder Louis Davis and William Gess
were released on their resignation,
The following motions were a.dopted:,

That all money coming into the Bishop’s agent’s hands as frewill
offerings shall be nsed in the distriet so far as it is needed. [This was
repealed at the next conference.] )

. That those elders and priests desiring to preach shall be under the.
supervision of the president of the district. .

That we request the General Confe1ence to adjourn te meet in t.he

" vicinity of Council Bluffs next fall.-

John H. Hansen was appointed delegate to the General
- Conference and Hans N. Hansen reelected president of the
: district. Adjourned to meet at Crescent on May 28, 1881.
To the General Conference of April; 1881, the Pottawat-
tamie District reported 6 branches, 351 members, besides
~about 40 scattering ones who are not enrolled in branches.
The following officials are included: 1 apostle, 3 seventy, 28
elders, 9 priests, 9 teachers, 7 deacons, 8 baptized, 5 received,
2 expelled, 4 died; gain 18, loss 6, net gain 7. Hans N. Han-

sen president, Frederick Hansen seeretary." They failed to

- report condition of the work. ~ ;

The editor of the Council Bluffs Non,pa,mel on March
10,-1881 critizing an article in the Keokuk Gate City declar-
~ing “Mormonism is ‘an organized hostility to the United
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States Government.” We have here in Western Iowa, in the
immediate vicinity of Council Bluffs a thousand or more Mor-
mons. They are good citizens and neither believe in or prac-
tice polygamy. Indeed, they petitioned Congress not long ago
to pass the most stringent laws against polygamy with a view
to its extermination.

May 28, 1881, the Pottawattamie district conference met
- at Crescent with Hans N. Hansen presiding; John H. Hansen
secretary pro tem. Crescent Branch reported 55 members,
2 deaths. Council Bluffs 131; received 1; lost 1 by death.
North Star 61, baptized 1. These br anches were reported in-
a fair condition. :

Hans N, Hansen with one or two others to be chosen by
him were appointed a committee’ to visit North Pigeon,
Boomer, and Fontanelle Branches and report their condition
to the next conference.

It was resolved that we approve the course of John H.
Hansen, our delegate to the General Conference, in opposmg
final action on the Articles of Representation.

At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the First United
Order of Enoch, held near Council Bluffs, September 3, 1881,
they declared a dividend of twenty per cent to be ‘paid in
thirty days.

The district conference met at Downsville, ITowa, on Aug~
ust 18 and 14, 1881, Hans N. Hansen presiding, Frederick
Hansen clerk. Branches reporting were: Wheelers Grove
83 members, received by letter 2, baptism 1, died 3. Council
Bluffs 128 members, baptism 2, received by letter 3, removed
6, died 2. Crescent 74 members, baptism 4, received by cer-
tificate of baptism 10, by letter 7, removed 2. North Star 60
members, no change; the spiritual condition of these branches
was reported as fair.

Delegates were elected to represent the district at the
Semiannual General Conference and instructed to support the
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Salt Lake Mission, also instructed to bring up the Crabb reso-
lution and seek its adoption, and then the Gurley amendments.
Notice had been published in the Herald that Elder J. C.
Crabb would offer a motion in the conference declaring the
action of the General Conference of April, 1881, in adopting
the delegate system of representation null and void. The
Gurley notice was to amend these rules. This delegation was
the first under the new rules so they were instructed to con-
sult together before each session and be governed by the ma-
jority and those present at any session authorized to cast the
full vote of the district. The district secretary was to furnish
the delegates with credentials, statement of basis of repre-
sentation and letter of instruction. The delegates were: Cor-
nelius G. MeIntosh, Hans N, Hansen, A. J. Anderson, Louis
Davis, and William Strang. Of officials present at this con-
- ference there was 1 apostle, 1 high prlest 1 seventy, 6 elders,
-1 priest, 2 teachers, 3 deacons, , S

The Semlannual General Conference met at Parks Mills
three miles east from Council Bluffs September 1 to 11, 1881.
President Joseph Smith was sustained as the president of the
conference and Robert M. Elvin chosen as secretary. A com-
mittee having been appointed, credentials were handed them
from twelve districts and three branches, thus introducing the -
delegate system in the General Conference for the first time
in the history of the Reorganized Church. Four delegates
were rejected as they were not members of the district ap-
pointing them. The question having been asked as to what
constitutes membership of a district, the conference decided
that the enrollment of a name on the records of a branch
 made an individual a member of the district of which the
" branch formed a part.

In the Herald for November 1, 1881 the editor referri mg .
to representation by delegate says:
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When the conference met at Parks Mills this fall there was an air
of constraint and dissatisfaction plainly discernable. There was a lack
of cordiality, such as has marked the many gatherings in the West, a
few faces were gloomy and. defiant, some were cloudy and sad. The ex-
officios and some of the delegates were made to feel the irksomeness of
studied coolness of demeanor, both from fellow delegates and from others
who considered that their rights had been tampered with and fritterved
away. The word exofficios as used and applied as if the bearer of the
title was an hybrid, a cross between a mogul and an office hunter, as
one who desired to deprive the people of some dearly prized right.
Whether the discipline to which these unfortunates were subjected was
the result of premeditation and purpose, or was the natural result of the
rules of representation wdopted last spring, I am not competent to
state—but such was the feeling engendered in the minds of several.
Nor was this feeling perceptibly abated until the adoption of the amend-
ment which included the high priest and elders as exofficios (by virtue
of their office) members of General Conference.

This is but a brief quotation from the editorial which is
quite lengthy and gives some idea of the opposition to the new
method of doing business of the conferences.

President Hans N. Hansen of the Pottawattamie DlStI'lCE
repo1ted that there are in our district seven branches, four of-
which are in good working order. The other three are not
in a prosperous condition. There has been but little preach-
ing done outside of the branches, only what has been done by
Brother John H. Hansen. His labor has been the means of -
doing some good and with a continuation of labor some more
might be done.

Elder J. H. Hanqen in his report to tlie conference re-
quested that he be released from the ministry. To a motion
that his request be granted a substitute was offered that he
labor as far as practicable until he reports himself for more
active labor, the substitute carried.

December 3, and 4, 1881, the Pottawattamie district con-
ference met at Wheelers Grove. Hans N. Hansen presiding;
Kennedy H. Hansen secretary pro tem. North Star Branch
reported 64 members, 4 received by certificate of baptism.
Crescent 85 members, 8 baptized, 6 received by certificate of

baptism, 8 died. Wheelers Grove 82 members, 1 died.
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Reports of missions were by Elders Hans Hangen, Hans "
N. Hansen, Arminius J. Fields, Robert M. Elvin baptized
" five, James R. Badham and Daniel Hougas.

The Bishop’s agent Brother Andrew Hall was appointed
district treasurer. Andrew Hall, Jonathan D. Heywood, Ken-
nedy H. Hansen committee of arrangemeht for the Semi-
annual Conference reported having received in cash and la-
bor $88.35. Paid out $81.85. Balance on hand $7.00 which
was turned over to the Bishop’s agent. Conference to meet
next at Council Bluffs in February 1882.

Preaching during the conference was by Elders James
R. Badham and Robert M. Elvin. , .

February 25 and 26, 1882, the Pottawattamie conference
met at Council Bluffs. The president and secretary of the
district both being absent Elder Calvin A, Beebe was chosen
to preside over the conference and Kennedy H. Hansen as
clerk. )

Council Bluffs branch reported 127 members, received
by letter 1, died 1. Elders reporting were Calvin A. Beebe,
Hans N, Hansen, Hans Hansen baptized 1, Robert M. Elvin
baptized 1. o ‘ :

On his request Brother Hall was released as district
treasurer, Louis Davis succeeding him. Calvin A. Beebe,
Hans Hansen, Andrew Hall, and Hans N. Hansen were elected
delegates to the General Conference and instructed to invite
-that body to adjourn to meet at Council Bluffs in the fall. Re-
ports of the spiritual condition of the churches in Council
Bluffs, Crescent, and North Star were favorable. Hans Han-
sen was elected president of the district for the coming quar-
ter and Frederick Hansen sustained as clerk. Andrew Hall
being sustained as the Bishop’s agent. _ '

To the General Conference held April 6, 1882, Robert M.
Elvin reported having preached fifteen times in the I?{ytta-‘
wattamie District during the conference year. - Elder Hans
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Hansen reported the Pottawattamie District as havihg seven
branches with an enrollment of 407 members (besides 30
scattered) including 1 apostle, 3 seventy, 27 elders, 9 priests,
10 teachers, 7 deacons. During the year there has been a
gain of 56 by baptism and letter; a loss of 19 by removal and
death, leaving a net gain of 37 members. He reported the
spiritual condition of the district as fair, there being no diffi-

culties, but many of the members are careless and seem to be -

indifferent Opportunities are numerous but few of the of-
ficers are labormg

April 30, 1882, Elder Hansen organized a branch of seven-
teen members to which was given the name of the “Weston
Scandinavian Branch.” Hans Peterson beihg chosen as presi-
dent and James J. Christiansen acting secretary. August 24,
1884, the name was changed to be known as the Hazel Dell
Branch and likewise the place of meeting to a church built
by them about three miles north from Weston, Iowa. The cost
of this building was about $800. and it was dedicated in Oc-
tober, 1884 by Elder J. F. McDowell. Hans Peterson was sue-
ceeded in the presidency by John F. Drebis, Hans N. Hansen,
Hans Petersen, Peter Andersen, Charles C. Larsen, James J.
Christiansen, John H. Hansen, and Peter F. Anderson. The
clerks succeeding James J. Christiansen were John F. Drebis,
Peter Andersen, John A. Hansen Petrus Petersen, Jennie
Larsen, Christine Mann.

~ The conference for the Pottawattamie Dlstrlct met at-
Crescent, Towa, on May 27 and 28, 1882. Hans Hansen pre-
siding; Kennedy H. Hansen clerk pro tem.

Council Bluffs reported 128 members, received by bap-
tism 1, letter 4, loss by removal 8, died 1. North Star re-
ported 63, baptized 2, removed 3. Crescent reported 70, re-
moved 15. ' '

It was resolved that sections 79 and 80 in Book of Rules
shall govern in this district. “Resolved, that President Joseph
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Smith be and is her/eby'requested to resign the editorship of
the Herald, and to spend as much time as is consistent with his
other duties in traveling and preaching among the churches.”
This was ordered published in the Herald and presented to
the General Conference.

Benjamin Harding who had been expelled from the
church sometime ago at his own request now asked the con-
ference to restore him to membership by vote. His request
was granted. o

"~ The condition of the branches in Council Bluffs and
North Star were reported as fair. The president was author-
ized to appoint elders to labor in the vieinity of the old Union -
Branch. Hans N. Hansen and Hans Hansen were appointed
to labor among the Danish in Council Bluffs. Hans Hansen
resigned as district president and was succeeded by Hans N.
Hansen. Conference adjoured to meet at Downsville in
August.

" The Sunday School organized at Crescent continued un-
der the care of Hans N. Hansen from December 16, 1877,
until October 8, 1882, when he was succeeded by Sylvester
V. Pratt. Charles W. Lapworth succeeding Robert Kirkwood
as assistant, '

The Pottawattamie conference for Aug'us‘c 26 and 27,
1882 met at Downsville, Iowa., Hans N. Hansen in the chalr,
and Sylvester V. Pratt clerk in the absence of the district sec-
retary. Council Bluffs reporfed 128 members, 2 received by
letter, 2 removed, 1 death. Crescent 68 members, 1 receivéd,
3 removed. North Star 63. Weston Scandinavian 21 mem-
bers, received by letter 1, baptism 3, removed 3. The preach-
ing during the conference wag by Elders Edmund C. Briggs,
Robert M. Elvin and Morris T, Short. The next conference
was held at Wheelers Grove, November 25, 26, 1882. The
North Star reported 63 members including 1 seventy, 5 el-
ders, 1 priest, 3 teachers, 1 deacon. Crescent reported 69
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members including 8 elders, 2 priests, 3 teachers, 1 deacon, 1
baptized. Council Bluffs reported 187 members including 1
apostle, 1 seventy, 9 elders, 5 priests, 2 teachers, 1 dea-
con, 3 baptized, 2 received by certificates of baptism, 5 by let-
ter, 1 death. Wheelers Grove reported 81 members includ-
Jing 1 apostle, 5 elders, 4 priests, 2 teachers, 1 deacon, 1 bap-
tized, 1 removed, 1 death.

The Wheelers Grove Branch being reported in a partial
disorganized condition Davis H. Bays and Daniel Hougas were
appointed to assist that branch to better its organization.

Upon a statement by Elder Hans N. Hansen that he was
unable to serve longer as president of the district John I—I
Hansen was elected to that office.

(To be continued.)

Society, like the individual, does not live by bread alone—does not
exist only for perpetual wealth production. It is in the proposal for this
appropriation of every surplus for the common good—in the vision of its
resolute use for the building up of the community as a whole instead of
for the magnification of individual fortunes—that the labor party, as the
party of the producers by hand or by brain, most distinctively marks
itgelf off from the older political parties, standing, as these do, essen-
ially for the maintenance, unimpaired, of the perpetual private mortgage
upon the annual product ¢f the nation that is involved in the individual
ownership of land and capital—British Labor Party Program.
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The Missouri Historical Review for October, 1919, con-

tinues the article by Rollin J. Britton on “Farly days on Grand
" River and the Mormon War,” reprinted in this issue of our
own JOURNAL. It needs no further comment. '

The Mississippi Valley Historical Review for September,
1919, contains an article on “Western Travel 1800 to 1820”
by Harlow Lindley of Earlham College, which will give the
“reader of pioneer history exact information with regard to the
travels made in the upper Mississippi Valley over one hundred
years ago. '

The Indiena Magazine of History for September, 1919,
contains an article entitled “Spencer Records, Pioneer Experi-
ences in Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Ohio and Indiana, 1766 to
1836,” which covers the same ground territorially as the pre-
~ ceding article. ' ‘

The Proceedings of the American Anliquarien Socwty
" held October 16, 1918, in Worchester, Massachusetts, contains
- one article which will interest the readers of the JOURNAL OF
HIsTORY entitled “The Worshlp of Great-Grandfather” by Al-
bert Bushnell Hart, We wish to quote the two closmg para-
graphs of this article as follows:

No, Great-grandfather, we shall not throw overboard your splendid
principles of human liberty—we are carefully giving Europe time to
adapt themr. We shall not overthrow the main portions of your inten-
tion. But we shall somehow make it fit for our times—for our cities—
our laborers, business, social welfare, order, defenses. What the States
refuse to do will be done for them by the Nation at large. The Federal
.Government is teaching us the truth of Napoleon’s maxim: *“What is

possible is already done. What is impossible must be done.”
‘ The American people is a Samson, sometimes wavering, sometimes
beguiled, but a creature of vast ultimate power. Samson may permit
himself to be bound with green withes—but he breaks them when he

" will, Even if .you put out his eyes, he will still be strong enough to

pull down your Republic over your heads unless you give scope for his
vast strength to build up the community.

The Utah Genealogical and Historical Magazine for Octo-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



152 JOURNAL OF HISTORY

ber, 1919, continues the article mentioned in our last issue
upon “Origin of Western Geographic Names” by Andrew
Jensen, assistant church historian. :

It reprints from the Ladies’ Home Journal an interesting
article on the “History of the Calendar” and contains an ary*-~
ticle by Susa Young Gates on “Sandwich Island Genealogy.”
Students of Hawaiian names will be interested in this.

The Journal of Presbyterian Historical Society continues
an article previously mentioned on “Eighteenth Century Pres-
byterianism in Western Pennsylvania” by William Wilson Me-
Kinney. This is a very interesting review of pioneer condi-
tions which some of our people will find interesting reading.

The Atlomtic Monthly for November, 1919, contains an
article on-the “Basic- problem of democracy” by Walter Lipp-
‘mann which should be read by any one who is interested in
the philosophy of the relationship between liberties of speech
and action and public opinion. It is a thorough review of the
public mind as far as it applies to questions of fundamental
i ghts‘. We quote the last paragraph and conclusion. We be-
lieve it contains light for us as does the entire article:

That, I think, constitutes the meaning of freedom. for us. We can-
not successfully define liberty, or accomplish it, by a series of permis-
sions and prohibitions. For that is to ignore the content of opinion in
favor of its form. Above all, it is an attempt to define liberty of opin-
ion in terms of opinion. It is a circular and sterile logic. A useful
definition of liberty is obtainable only by seeking the principle of lib-
erty in the main business of human life, that is to say, in the process by

which men educate their response and learn to control their environ-

ment. In this view liberty is the name we give to measures by which
we protect and increase the veracity of the information upon which we
act.
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CURRENT EVENTS
POLITICAL

August 19, 1919 Japanese Government substltutes civil
rule for military rule in Korea.
‘ August 28, 1919. General Louis Botha, Premier of South
Africa and former Boer leader, dies.

September 12, 1919. Canada ratifies the Peace Treaty
-and the League of Nations.

plebiscite.

League of Nations.

October 10, 1919. Eng]and ratifies the Peace Treatv and
League of Nations.

October 21, 1919. - France ratifies the Tleaty of Peace
‘and League of Natlons

-sustained. ‘ . )

November 4, 1919. British cabinet provides for two sep-
arate Irish par liaments, one for Ulster and one for southern
- Ireland. ' C

November 4, 1919, In biennial electlons the Repubhcans‘

carried Massachusetts and Kentucky and the Democrats New
Jersey and Maryland,
' November 8, 1919. Czecho-Slovakla ratlﬁes the Peace
Treaty and League of Nations.

November 11, 1919, Brazﬂ ratifies the Peace Treaty and
League of Nations.
_ November 11, 1919. Members of the I. W. W.’s fire on
‘members of the American Legion on Armistice Day celebra-
tion at Centralia, Washingtdn, killing four.

November 16, 1919. Belgium holds election abolishing .

plural voting system, replacing with system of one man one
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October 7, 1919. Italy ratifies the Peace Treaty and the

October 80, 1919. British cabinet’s ﬁnancia] policy iks‘,

October 7, 1919, Prohrbition is adop’ced in Norway by '
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vote. The Clerical Party loses votes and the Socialists gain.

November 16, 1919. France changes methods of election,
each district voting according to population for members of
Chamber of Deputies. ,

November 16, 1919. Italy-holds election in which the
Government party defeats the Socialists. The Roman Cath-
olic Party is formed, Italian Catholics voting in the electlon
for the first time. -

November 19, 1919. The United States Senate defeats
the Peace Treaty and League of Nations covenant.

SOLIAL
August 16, 1919. The Bureau of Labor Statistics esti-
mates that the cost of hvmg has 111(:1“eased seventy—mne per
cent since 1914, '
August 18, 1919. Lloyd George in the House of Commons

warns that expenditures must be reduced and production in- o

creased. Announces government plans to buy certain coal
mines and give miners a share in control and introduce forty-
eight working hour week. o ‘

August 26, 1919. Federal Trade Commission- recom-
mends Government monopoly of refrigerator cars to 